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THE  HUNDRED  OF  MILTON.  OTHERWISE 
MIDDLETON. 

Thb  hundred  of  Milton,  ab  it  is  generally  called,  but  more 
properly  Middleton,  lies  the  next  hundred  northward  from  that 
of  Eyhorne.  It  ii  ao  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Milton,  arfl 
wu  formerly  styled  the  court  of  ancient  demesne,  held  for  the 
hundred  of  Milton  ;  the  jurisdiction  of  which  inoludes  the 
Hveral  pariehea  of  the  lele  of  Shepey  within  its  bounds,  except- 
ing Harty,  which  is  io  Faversham  hundred. 

It  has  the  hundred  and  manor  of  Marden  annexed,  as  an  ap- 
pendage, which  has  been  so  rapked  from  Ume  immemorial. 

Ill  the  pleas  of  the  crown,  taken  before  the  justices  itinerant,, 
under  Edward  [.,  it  is  noted  that  the  hundred  of  Middleton  wasi 
the  king's  hundred,  with  that  of  Marden;  and  further,  that 
John  de  Shorne  and  Daniel  de  Burgham,  while  bailifis  of 
Middleton,  held  pleas  weekly  for  five  days,  wbensoevet  they 
thought  fit,  throughout  that  hundred ;  in  which  roll  mention  is. 
made  of  one  Lucas  de  Gare,  Camerariut  de  Middletoa. 

Id  the  25th  year  of  the  above  reign,  this  hundred  bat)  a.dis- 
tinct  coroner  of  its  own,  and  was  then  farmed  of  the  king  by 
John  de  Northwood.;  and  under  Edward  III.,  whai  Queen 
Philippa  had  a  grant  of  it,  the  return  of  writs  was  granted  to 
ber  within  this  district. 
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In  the  Tower  records,  among  the  clause  rolls  of  the  1st  oT 
Richard  III.,  the  men  of  this  hundred  were  exempted  from  all 
watch  and  ward  on  the  sea-coasts,  except  in  the  Isle  of  Shepey. 

Though  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Milton  was  granted  for 
lives  and  terms  of  years  at  different  periods,  a  more  ample 
account  of  which  will  he  given  in  the  description  of  the  manor, 
the  fee,  nevertheless,  remained  uninterrupted  in  the  crown,  till 
Charles  I.,  in  his  10th  year,  granted  it,  in  fee,  to  Sir  Edward 
Browne  and  Christopher  Favell ;  since  which,  it  passed,  in  like 
manner  as  the  manor  of  Milton,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sophia 
Countess  Dowager  Wenman,  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Anne  Herbert, 
and  they  jointly  possessed  this  hundred  and  manor,  with  that  of 
Msrden,  appendant  thereto.  ,  '  , 

This  hundred  contains  within  its  bounds  the  parishes  and 
church&sofRainham,Harti,ip,Upcuubch,Halstowthb 
Lower,  Newihoton,  Borden,  Tukstall,  Bredoar,  Mil- 
STED,  KiNGSDowMB  Dear  Sittinghoume, RoDHERSH AM,  Bap* 
CHILD, Tono,Mdr8TON,  Sittingboubne,  Milton  otherwise 
MiDDLETON,  BoBBiNQ,  and  Iwadb;  and  in  the  Isle  of  Shepey, 
usually  styled  Sfupejf  Liberty,  the  parishes  and  churches  of 
MiMsTBR,  Qdebnborodqh,  Eastchurch^  Wardbk,  Lkvs- 
ift>WN,  and  Elulbt;  and  likewise  part  of  the  parishes  of 
Bicknor  and  Stockbury,  the  churches  of  which  are  in  ano- 
ther  hundred. 

-  This  hundred  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  three  constables, 
one  of  whom  is  appointed  fof  the  liberty  of  the  Island  of  Shepey. 

Rainhah,  called  in  ancient  deeds  Renham,  lies  the  next 
pRrish  northward  from  Bredhurst,  and  the  next  eastward  from 
Gillingham. 

The  whole  of  this  parish  is  in  the  dhirion  of  Eatt  Kent, 
which  begins  here;  the  adjoining  parish  of  Olllingham,  West- 
ward, being  wholly  in  Uiat  of  West  Rent.  The  situation  is,  for 
the  most  part,  low  snid  unpleasant,  and,  from  its  contiguity  and 
exposure  to  the  marshes,  very  unhealthy ;  it  contains  upwards 
of  2100  acres  of  land,  besides  woods,  which  comprise  about 
540  acres.  The  high  road  from  London  to  Dorer  leads  through 
this  parish,  on. which,  at  the  thirty-fourth  milestone  from  Lon- 
-  don,  is  the  village  of  Hainham  street,  having  the  church,  with 
the  parsonage  and  vicarage,  at  the  east  end  ;  there  is  also  a  neat 


vCooi^lc 


COC*(TY  or  KENT.  9 

house,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Rusafill,  of  Greenwich ;  and  about 
»  qmrter  of  a  mile  thence,  is  the  hamlet  of  Moore  street. 

From  die  high  road  the  ground  rieeB,  southwardi  to  a  dreary 
herrwi  eoantry,  among  the  woods,  b^ng  extremely  billy,  the 
•oil,  at  places,  chalky  and  much  covered  with  fliots,  over  which 
It  exteods  until  it  becomes  joined  to  Bredhurst,  its  southern 
bonndary.  Round  the  stieet,  and  northward  of  it,  the  ioil 
changee,  being  raure  fertile)  both  for  corn  and  fruit,  insomuch 
that  this  parish  has  been  famous  for  growing  some  of  the  bes^ 
wheat  ID  the  lungdoo).  Near  this  street,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Chatham  and  Qilliogham  to  King's  Ferry  and  the  ble  of 
Shepey,  is  the  hamlet  of  West  or  Lower  Rainham  street,  on  the 
seutb  side  of  which  stood  the  old  mansion  of  Bloor'e  place, 
great  part  of  which  was  pulled  down  some  ye^rs  ago,  and  tbf 
residue  conrerted  into  a  farm-house,  though  what  atill  remaiosi 
with  the  garden,  walls,  offices,  &c.  evince  that  it  was  very  spa-i 
cious,  and  well  suited  to  the  hospitality  of  those  times,  as  well 
as  the  rank  ithich  the  founder  held  eupng  the  gentry  of  the 
coanty.  About  half  a  mile  hence  is  Beren  grave ;  and  at  a 
Ittlle  distaoce,  the  estate  of  MackUod,  belonging  to  the  charity 
of  the  Chest,  at  Chatham.  Near  the  last-mentioned  road  arq 
the  fresh  marshes ;  and  beyond  the  wall  which  encloees  tbem^ 
a  quantity  of  salts,  the  northern  boundary  of  which,  and  ot 
this  pari^,  is  Otterham  creek,  united  to  the  Medway  at  eithei 
end. 

In  the  return  of  the  surrey  made  of  the  several  places  in  thjs 
coanty,  where  there  were  any  shipping  boats,  by  order  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  8th  year,  Rainham  was  said  to  contain  eight 
iababited  houses,  and  three  quays ;  the  common  quay.  Blower'^ 
(|nay,  belonging  to  John  Tufton,  the  younger,  while  tJasting'i^ 
i|u«y  was  owned  by  Henry  Lawrence  and  the  heirs  of  Jeffry, 
Empson.  There  were  thirteen  ships  and  boats,  from  one  tq 
ihirty-&ve  ton^)  and  twelve  persona^occupied  in  <;arrying  froin 
port  to  port. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  Sir  John  Pashley  resided  at 
Rainham.  who  married  the  widow  of  John  B^ufitz,  of  the 
parish  of  Gillingham.  The  family  of  Norden  also  resided  in 
this  paHib  for  some  generations,  one  of  which  line,  namely, 
John  Nonleo,  died  in  1590,  and  lies  buried  in  the  chaoc^  of  this 
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church  ;  their  arms  formerly  sdornecl  the  windows,  and  atill 
remain  at  each  comer  of  his  gravestone,  in  brass. 

In  the  Hth  of  Edward  II,,  commissioners  were  appointed  to 
take  a  vieW  of  the  borders  and  ditches  lying  on  the  banks  of  the 
Medway,  near  Rainham,  which  were  much  decayed  by  the  fresh 
Waters;  end  a^ain,  under  Edward  III.,  others  were  assigned  for 
the  view'of  those  situated  in  Moteneye  marsh,  at  the  manor 
called  Quene's  court,  and  to  proceed  according  to  the  law  and 
custom  of  the  realm. 

The  paramount  manor  of  Milton  claims  over  this  parish, 
subordinate  to  which  is  the  manor  of 

Mere,  otherwise  Mekk'b  COURT,  nhich  lies  in  theborough 
of  Mere,  in  the  southern  pert  of  this  parish,  adjoining  Bred- 
hurst,  and  was,  in  very  early  times,  part  of  the  possessions  of  a 
family  which  gave  name  to  this  district,  as  well  as  another 
estate  contiguous,  formerly  called  Merethorne,  but  now  gene- 
rally denominated  Maresbarrow,  corruptly  for  Mere'a  borough. 

Peter  de  Mere  and  Walter  and  Geoffry  de  Meredale  were 
owners  of  these  aild  other  estates  in  this  parish,  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  King  John.  However,  previous  to  that  of  Edward  I,, 
Uie  manor  of  Mere,  with  Mercthorne  otherwise  Meresborough, 
had  become  the  property  of  Roger  de  Leybortie,  whose  son.  Sir 
William,  became  posHessed  of  it  in  the  2d  of  Edward  I.,  on 
(he  death  of  his  mother,  who  held  it  in  capUc,  together  with 
the  manor  of  Mere,  by  the  service  of  walking  principal  lardner 
at  the  coronation  of  the  king.  His  granddaughter,  Juliana, 
Carried  this  manor  and  estate  in  marriage  successively  to  her 
three  husbands,  and  leaving  no  heirs,  they  escheated  to  the 
crown,  where  Meresborough  seems  to  have  continued  till  it  was 
purchased  and  settled  on  the  dean  and  canons  Of  St.  Stephen's 
chapel,  Westminster,  in  pursuance  of  the  religions  bequests 
made  by  the  will  of  Edward  111.  This  manor  so  continued  till 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  when  this  free  chapel  was  dissolved, 
among  others,  and  the  lands  and  possessions  surrendered  to  the 
king,  who,  in  his  3d  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Mere  court, 
with  Meresborough,  lately  In  the  possession  of  Sir  Christopher 
Hales,  deceased,  to  Sir  'I'homas  Cheney,  treasurer  of  the 
household,  whose  son  and  heir,  Henry  Cheney,  esq.  of  Toding- 
ton,  in  Bedfordshire,  with  Jane,  his  wife,  alienated  these  pre- 
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mbes,  held  tM  eapite,  in  the  12th  year  of  that  reign,  by  the 
deccription  of  the  manors  of  Mere  court,  otlierwise  Mere's  court, 
MeKthorne,  and  Bradhorst,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  Richard 
TbomhiU,  grocer  and  citizen  of  London. 

After  the  above  period.  Sir  Henry  Cheney,  then  lord  Cheney, 
of  Todington,  granted  and  made  over  to  him  all  liberties,  fran- 
cbius,  loyalties,  and  assize  of  bread  and  irine,  ale,  green  wax, 
and  all  otljer  privileges  within  the  above  manors,  which  he  had 
eva  possessed,  or  had  in  any  shape  a  right  to;  which  liberties 
were  claimed  by  Richard  Thomhill,  esq.,  when  judgment  was 
■given  for  them  in  his  behalf  by  the  barons  of  the  Excheqaer, 
on  a  trial  had  in  Michaelmas  term,  in  the  17th  year  of  that 
reigo. 

From  him  they  descended,  in  like  manner  as  Bredhurst,  down 
to  Charles  Thornhill,  esq.,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  (I., 
■Itensted  ihe  manor  of  Mere  court,  with  that  of ' Bredhurst,  (for 
Meresborough  appears  to  have  been  sold  risewhere.)  to  Sir  John 
Banks,  bart.,  whose  daughter  and  coheir,  Elizabeth,  then  mar- 
ried to  Heneage  Finch,  second  son  of  Heneage  earl  of  Notling- 
hsm,  entitled  her  husband  to  the  same ;  in  whose  descendants, 
esris  of  Aylesford,  this  estate  continued,  down  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Heneage  earl  of  Aylesford,  who  afterwards  possessed  the 
am«. 

Merbthobnb  however,  also  called  Merehorough,  and  now 
generally  Maresbarrow,  was  alienated  by  Charles  Thornhill,  esq. 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  to  John  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet. 
whose  descendant,  the  Hon.  Sackville  Tufton,  afterwards  pos- 
sessed this  manor. 

SiLHAH,  or  Siltham  court,  as  it  is  usually  called,  isalsoa 
manor  in  the  southern  part  of  this  pariah,  of  which  Walter 
Aoburie  died  possessed  in  the  1st  of  Edward  I.  After  that 
period,  it  passed  into  iho  posseaston  of  Peter  de  Meredale,  in 
right  of  Agnes,  his  wife,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  William  and 
RogeTj  who  possessed  it  jointly,  in  gavelkind,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  fl.  It  snbsequently  passed  toooeDonet,  which  family 
increased  its  possessions  in  this  parish,  by  the  purchase  of  the 
estate  of  Roger  de  Reynham,  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  It  descended  at  length  down  to  James  Donet, 
^ho  died  in  1409,  holding  the  manor  in  eapite.  He  lies  buried 
tn  the  high  chancel  of  this  church,  in  one  of  the  windows  of 
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wbicb  were  formerly  hia  ftrms.  Argent,  threepair  of  beraaelet, 
gulfs.  Oh  his  death,  without  iuue  male,  his  aole  daughter  and 
heir,  Hargarst,  carried  Aii  lAaoor  in  marriage  to  John  St. 
Leger,  of  Ulcombe,  whote  deseeadant,  Sir  Anthony,  lord  depab^ 
or  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlil.,  alienated  tbatpailt  of 
his  estate  here  purchased  of  Reynbam,  to  SirThomaa  Cheney, 
treasurer  of  the  king's  hbusthcAd.  :His  ton,  Hehry  Cinitey, 
esq.  <^  Todington,  again  sold  titem  to  Kichard  Tbombill,  esq., 
wboae  delcendant,  Charles,  in  the  reign  of  Ofaarlea  11*,  passed 
them  away  to  John  Saokville,  earl  of  Tlianet ;  and  bis  descsad- 
ant,Uie  Right  Hon.  Sackvitle  Tiifton,  earl  of  Thttoeft^  afterwards 
possessed  this  property. 

The  manor  of  Silkam,  or  Sileham  court,  however,  was  sold 
by  Sir  AniJioQy  St.  Leger,  to  Christopher  Bloor,  esq.,  who 
rebuilt  his  seat  in  this  parish,  called 

Bloob's  ?Lacb,  in  which  his  ancestors  had  resided  forseroral 
geoeratioaB.  He  procured  the  disgavelment  of  his  lands,  and 
died  possessed  of  this  manor  abd  seat,  having  married  the  daugh- 
.ter  of  John  Colepeper,  esq.  of  Aylesford,  by  whom  he  left  no 
male  issue,  when  Olympia,  one  of  his  daughters  and  coheirs, 
entitled  her  husband,  John  Tufton,  esq.  of  Hotbfield,  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  same.  It  appears,  from  the  pedigree  of  this 
family,  to  have  descended  from  ancestors  whose  original  namt 
was  Toketon,  who,  from  several  deeds  ther«  quoted,  were  pos- 
sessed, as  early  as  the  reign  of  King  John,  of  lands  lying  near 
Meredale,  and,  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  I.  and  11.,  of  others 
near  Sileham.  Tfaey  removed  hence  to  Northiami  in  Sussex, 
and  again,  under  Edward  VI.,  to  Hothfield,  in  this  county,  where 
they  have  ever  since  remained. 

JohnTufton,abovementioned,continued  to  reside  at  Hothfield, 
and  was  created  abartmet  in  1611.  His  eldest  son,  Sir  Nicholas 
Tufton,  was  first  cileated  lord  Tufton,  and  afterwards  earl  of 
Thanet ;  and  in  his  descendants,  earls  of  Thanet,  the  manor  of 
Sileham  court,  with  Bloor'e  place,  and  other  estates  ia  this 
parish,  coatinned  down  to  the  Right  Hon.  SaekvilleTafton,  earl 
of  Thanet.    There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

Tub  sfASOB  or  Qdebii's  conitT,  with  the  ^rtn,  o«lled 
BBRtNORAVB,  ID  this  psrish.  Were  part  of  the  possessions  of 
the  crown,  and  so  continued  till  Queen  Alianore,  widow  of 
Henry  III.,  and  mother  of  Edward  [,,  in  1*^73,  gave  tbcm. 
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tifether  with  a  mill  in  this  pariBh,  to  the  master  And  brethMn  of 
St.  Catherine's  hospital,  near  the  Tower,  to  hold  iit  pure  and 
perpetual  alms,  free  from  all  secular  service  whatsoever ;  which 
gift  was  confirmed  by  Edward  I^in  his  20th'  year>  Queen 
PhiKppa,  wife  of  Edward  Itl.,  greatly  enlarged  this  royal  hos- 
pital, which  had  been  founded  by  Queen  Maud,  wife  of  Stephen, 
before  1146,  and  was  afterwards  augmented  by  the  several 
qneeni  of  England,  insomuah,  that  there  was  sufficient  to  main- 
ttin  a  master,  three  brethren  chaplains,  three  sisters,  ten  poor 
women,  and  six  poor  clerks.  In  this  state  it  continued  in  the 
re^  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  having  escaped  the 
^eral  aoppresston  of  such  foundatioDs;  and,  in  consequence, 
the  fee  of  the  manor  of  Queen's  court,  with  Beren  grave, 
remained  part  of  the  posaessiona  of  this  hoipital.  Lady  Badc- 
nllewai  the  lessee  in  1653,  and  aflerher.  Sir  Richard  Colepeper. 

Raihham  is  wiUiin  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdiction  of 
Ike  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanert/  of  Sittingboume.  The 
cbarch,  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  is  a  handsome  building,  con- 
niting  of  two  very  broad  aisles,  and  the  same  number  of  chano 
odi,  with  a  high  beacon  tower  at  the  west  end.  There  was 
fonnerly  some  good  stained  glass  in  the  window*  of  tiii»  church, 
which  has  long  since  been  destroyed. 

The  high  ehancet  belongs  to  the  parsonage  of  Rainham, 
wherein  lie  interred  several  of  the  family  of  the  Allen's,  as  well 
u  the  Norden's  and  Norrey's  ;  there  is  also  a-smal)  momiment. 
commemorative  of  the  latter,  with  the  effigies  of  himself  and 
sife,  kneeling  at  a  desk,  whose  armorial  bearings  are.  Argent, 
Mlkltee  a-  eross^  patteeflore,  sable.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
titar  is  a  handsome  tomb  of  Bethersden  marble,  the  brasaea  of 
which  are  wanting :  on  the  pavement  is  a  memorial,'  in  brass,  for 
iohn  Bloor,  obt.  16S9;  nad  near  the  latter  are  several  others, 
nbbed  of  their  brasses.  The  north  chancel  belongs  to  the  ear) 
of  Tfaanet,  whertnn  are  two  superb  mottumentsi  one  bearing  the 
effigies  of  a  maa  in  military  attire,  seated  on  part  of  his  armour, 
which  was  erected  for  Geo^e,  the  sixth  son  of  John  Tufton, 
«ul  of  Thanet,  A.o.  1070;  the  other  presents  the  figure  of  a 
nn  in  his  parKamenlary  robes,  to  oommiemorate  Nicholas  earl 
of  Thanet,  who  died  in  1679.  In  the  north-aisle  there  is  also 
>  vadt  for  the  family  of  John  Russell,  esq.  of  Greenwich. 
Under  the  chancel  are  two  lai^e  vaults,  wherein  are  deposited 
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the  remains  of  tlie  faniily  ol'  the  Turton'^.  On  the  20Ui  of' 
October,  1791,  the  steeple  of  this  edifice  was  greatly  damaged 
by  a  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  which .  also  split  the  wall 
for  several  feet  in  length. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  founder  of  Leeds  abbey,  about  the  year 
1137,  gave  to  the  canons  there,  in  free  and  perpetual  alms,  all, 
the  churches  of  his  estates,  with  the  advowsijas,  among  which 
was  that  of  Renham,  with  eighteen  acres  of  land. 

The  vicarage  was  valued  in  the  kind's  books  at  ^14  4  7,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £1  8  5^.  In  1640  the  estimate  was  £70, 
and  the  communicants  JOO.  It  wtts  subsequently  valued  at, 
:C200  per  annum,  when  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  the 
same. 

In  182]  there  were  164  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Rainham  ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census. of  the  popula-. 
tion  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabi- 
tants were  as  follow :  males  506,  females  525,  making  a  total 
of  1030  BouLa. 

Hartlif  is  the  next  parish  southeastward  from  Rainham. 
which  is  not  so  unhealthy  as  the  latter,  because,  lying  farther, 
from  the  marshes,  the  noxious  vapours  are  in  some  measure 
intercepted  by  the  intervening  htlls.  It  contains  about  1040 
acres  of  land,  besides  116  acres  of  wood.  The  London  road 
runs  along  the  northern  side,  where  the  soil  is  very  gravelly  ; 
thence  the  ground  rises  to  the  village,  situated,  as  well  as  the. 
church,  on  the  west  side,  upon  high  ground,  surrounded  by  fre- 
quent orchards  of  apple  and.  cherry  trees,  that  reader  the  view 
from  the  London  road  very  pipasant.  Notwithstanding  the 
gravelly  soil  still  contioues,  there  is  some  fertile  land ;  the  hedge- 
row, throughout  this  and  the  other  parts  of  the  parish  before 
mentioned,  being  filled  with  tall  elms.  Above  the  village 
the  soil  becomes  chalky,  extending  over  a  poor  and  barrea 
country,  very  hilly,  end  much.covered  by  flints;  there  is  also  a. 
great  quantity  of  coppice  wood  interspersed  throughout  tile 
district.  In  this  part  of  the  parish  is  a.  large  tract  of  waste 
ground,  called  Queen  down,  which  was  for  many  years  a  noted 
warren  for  rabbits.  In  the  north-east  part  of  the  parish  is  &■ 
good  old  mansion,  situated  in  the  midst  of  fruit-grounds,  called 
Paradise,  having,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  been  the 
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pcopnlyof  Ronland  Searle,  gent.,  which  afterwards  went  lo  a 
finiily  of  the  n&me  of  Pitt. 

William  Brooke,  eseheater  of  this  coanty  la  the  reign  of 
Jimei  1.,  resided  at  Hartlip.  He  was  the  eldest  aoo  of  Cmn- 
MT  Brooke,  esq.  of  Ashford,  grendson  of  Thomas,  the  second 
uvrinng  bod  of  John  lord  Cobham. 

In  sad  about  this  and  the  adjoining  parJBhea,  many  lands  ar^ 
(tUtd  by  the  name  of  Dane,  as  Dane  field,  Dane  croft,  and 
Danaway,  which  testifieB  that  the  nation  in  question  must  for- 
■wly  ha?e  hod  much  intercourse  with  these  parts. 

At  a  spot  called  Lower  Dane  field,  belonging  to  Maresbarrow 
hnn,  about  a  mile  from  the  church  of  Hartlip,  was  discovered, 
aboat  seventy  years  back,  the  ruins  of  a  building,  the  top  of 
«hioh  was  level  with  the  surface  of  the  ground.  A  quantity  of 
ihcearth  was  moved  away,  under  the  idea  of  discovering  hiddeo 
tretaure;  the  easlero  extremity  was  also  cleared,  being  about 
dtiee  heA  deep ;  which  labour  was  continued  to  the  west  end, 
where  it  was  about  tan  feet  deep.  At  each  end,  where  the  wulla 
praseoted  part  of  a  square,  they  were  plastered  over ;  whereas, 
ID  the  nBrrow  part,  between,  they  were  bare,  and  appeareil  com- 
poied  of  large  flint-stones,  laid  regularly  in  rows.  On  the  upper 
put,  even  with  the  surface  of  the  groun<]>  were  two  rows  of 
'uge  Roman  tilea  laid  close  together,  being  of  a  very  large  size, 
ind  tome  made  with  a  rim  at  (he  end,  to  lap  over  the  others. 
Great  quaotitiea  of  those  tiles  were  scattered  round  the  place, 
uny  foundations  of  buildings  having  also  from  time  to  time 
Inn  discovered  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  adjoining  grounds. 

Several  bushels  of  wheat  were  found  in  the  room  at  tbe 
■tslesn  part  of  this  building,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
Korched  by  fire,  some  being  turned  into  black  ashes ;  there 
vcre  alio  some  tares  :  nothing  else  was  discovered  among  the 
tsrth  with  which  it  was  filled.  The  manor  of  Sfiltott  claims 
panmoant  over  the  whole  of  this  parislu 

Pope's  hall  is  an  estate  situated  in  this  parish,  wbieh  for- 
nwily  had  owners  of  the  surname  of  Pope,  who  resided  at  this 
Kit  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  oC  King  Henry  VII.,  when 
Richard  Pope  alteaated  it  to  Christopher  Bloor,  esq.  of  Rain- 
bun,  whose  daughter  and  heir,  Olympia,  carried  it  in  marriage 
U>  John  Tufton,  esq.  of    Hothfield  j    and  in  his  descendants, 
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earls  of  Thanet,  thia  estate  continued,  down  to  SackviUe  earl  of 

Thanet. 

CsoFT,  otherwise  Yaugeb,  is  an  ancient  manBion  in  this 
parish,  Tormerly  the  patrimony  of  William  de  Elmsted,  in  whom 
it  did  not  long  remain,  as,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  it  had 
become  the  property  of  Roger  de  Korthwood.  In  his  descend- 
ants it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  it  was  con* 
veyed  by  sale  to  one  Norton,  of  Borden ;  and  in  the  4th  of 
Edward  IV.,  one  part  was  alienated  to  a  Champneya,  as  was  the 
remainder,  in  the  8tb  of  the  same  reign ;  from  which  name  it 
was  reconveyed  to  Norton,  in  two  parts,  when  John  Norton,  in 
the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  conveyed  his  right  therein 
to  Gilbert  Fremlin.  He,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  sold  it  to 
John  Palmer,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Sable,  a  /ess  between  three 
lions  rampant,  or.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  William,  of  Snod- 
land,  who  resided  at  Hartlip.  His  son,  Sir  Anthony  Palmer, 
was  knighted  at  the  coronation  of  James  I.,  who  left  three  sons, 
of  whom,  Dudley,  the  eldest,  possessed  this  estate,  which,-  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  he  alienated  to  Sir  Thomas  Crew,  one 
of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Crewe's,  of  Chester.  His  son. 
John  Crew,  esq.  of  Steue,  in  Northamptonshire,  was,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  created  lord  Crew,  of  Stene.  His  eldest 
son,  Thomas  lord  Crew,  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Anne, 
married  to  Mr.  Jolifie,  of  London  ;  and  Temperance,  to  Rowland 
Alston,  esq.  of  Woodhall,  in  Bedfordshire ;  the  latter  of  whom, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  became  possessed  of  Yauger,  which  his 
SOD,  Sir  Thomas,  alienated  to  Arthur  Jones,  esq.,  whose  only 
daughter  and  heir  conveyed  it  in  marriage,  in  1780,  to  John 
Macnamara,  esq.,  who  in  her  right  became  possessed  of  the 
same. 

Gratney  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  which  is  properly  called 
Gravehev,  having  been  anciently  the  property  of  a  family  of 
that  name,  as  Stephen  de  Graveney  held  it  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  and  in  bis  doteendants  it  continued  till  the  period 
of  Henry  VI.  It  then  became  the  property  of  John  Maney.  ^  sq. 
of  Biddenden,  whose  descendant.  Sir  John,  of  Linton,  in  thi» 
county,  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1641.  How  this  estate  afterwards  passed  or  was 
alienated  from  this  family,  we  hare  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 
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bnt  it  devolved  at  length,  by  virtue  of  a  mortg^e,  into  the  pos- 
seisioQ  of  ~-  Barrow,  esq.  He  left  three  borb,  who  settled  at 
Borden,  NewingtoD,  and  Sfaome,  and  devised  this  estate  by  will 
to  his  widow,  who  afterwards  married  one  Jordan,  and  lastly 
Wjldasb.  At  her  decease  this  estate  was  divided  into  moieties, 
one  of  which  became  the  property  of  her  only  surviving  son,  by 
ha  first  husband,  and  the  other  part  to  her  son,  by  her 
second  husband,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Barrow  subsequeutly  pur- 
chased the  lat^r,  and,  inconsequence,  possessed  the  whole  of 
this  manor,  which,  at  his  death,  he  devised  to  his  widow,  Mra. 
Btrrow. 

The  family  of  Osborne  was  seated  in  this  parish  previous  to 
the  r^n  of  Edward  IV.,  their  seat  having  been  called  Hartlip 
place,  utuated  at  Cruxhill,  in  the  western  part  of  the  parish,  so 
called  from  having  been  formerly  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
the  Crux's,  the  descendants  of  which  afterwards  removed  to 
Sbeldwich  and  Milton.  They  hore  for  their  arms.  Argent,  on  a 
pale,  within  a  bordure,  sabU)  an  eagle  ditplaj/ed  between  two 
erottes,  formee  of  the  first:  and  here  the  Osborne's  resided  for 
Bcveral  generations.  The  first  of  this  family  whom  we  have  seen 
lecorded,  is  William  Osborne,  who  was  of  Hartlip,  and  died  in 
1464.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Osborne,  his  aon.who  departed 
this  life  in  1577,  both  of  whom,  as  well  as  their  several  descend- 
ints,  lie  buried  in  the  north  chancel  of  this  church,  usually 
called  Osborne's  chancel.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Suarterly, 
argent  and  asure :  tn  the  jirst  and  fourth  quarter,  an  ermine 
tpot,  over  ali  a  cross,  or,  charged  tdth  five  amulets,  sable.  At 
length  it  descended  to  John  Osborne,  esq.  of  Hartlip  place,  who 
built  for  his  residence  a  large  mansion  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  church,  which  he  named  Dane  house.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Maidstone,  on  account  of  a  most  daring  robbery  com- 
mitted upon  him  while  he  resided  at  Dane  house,  after  which  it 
stood  many  years  uninhabited,  and  was  at  last  entirely  pulled 
down.  He  died  in  1683,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Thomas 
Osborne,  esq.,  whose  two  sons,  John  and  Thomas,  successively 
inherited  his  estates  in  this  parish,  and  both  dying,  their  two 
asters  became  their  coheirs,  of  whom  Elizabeth  was  married  to 
Richard  Tylden,  esq.  of  Milsted,  and  Mary,  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Blilway,  of  Borden,  the  latter  of  whom  sold  her  share  of  these 
Mates,  in  which  the  site  of  Daste  house  was  included,  to  one 
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Tyndale,  of  Gloucesterahtre,  and  of  Bobbing,  in  thiB  county. 
His  descendant,  William  Tyndate,  of  North  Certon,  in  Giouces- 
tershire,  became  the  owner,  but  Hartlip  place,  QueendovDn 
aarren,  wnd  the  residue  of  the  Osborne  estates  in  this  parish, 
were  allotted  to  Mr.  Tylden,  who  had  one  eon,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Osborne,  of  Milsted,  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Hannah 
married  Edward  Belcher,  esq.  of  Ulcomb,  Mary  espoused  th«f 
Rev,  Thomas  Bland,  and  the  third,  Philippa,  died  utrniarried. 
His  widow  survived  him,  and  became  possessed  of  this  estatej 
upon  which  she  levied  a  fine,  and  died  in  1766,  devising  the 
whole  of  her  interest  to  her  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Philippa. 
Hartlip  place  was  included  in  that  portion  devised  to  the  former, 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1780,  upon  wiiich,  by  the  limitation 
of  the  will,  it  descended  to  her  two  yotmger  eons,  Thomai 
and  William  Bland,  but  the  former  having  sold  his  intereet 
to  his  brother  William,  he  ultimately  became  poBsessed  of  the 
whole. 

The  other  part  of  the  Osborne  estate  devised  to  Mr.  Philippa 
Tylden,  which  included  the  freehold  part  of  Queendown,  con- 
taining about  seventy  acres,  being  held  of  the  master  and  breth- 
ren of  St.  Catharine's  hospital,  near  the  Tower,  was  renewed  by 
lease  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tylden,  on  whose  death,  in 
1766,  his  interest  therein  descended  to  his  eldest  son,  Richard 
Tvldcn,  esq.  of  Milsted,  who  became  entitled  to  the  same. 

Harti;ip  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jonrsnicTiON  of 
tlie  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingboume.  The 
church,  dedicatert  to  St.  Michael,  bansistB  of  three  aisles  and 
three  chancels,  wilh  a  square  tower  at  the  west  end. 

King  Henry  III.,  in  his  9th  year,  gave  the  church  of  Hart- 
lepe  to  the  prior  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  Rochester,  where  it  re- 
mained till  the  dissolution,  when  King  Henry 'VTII.  settled 
it  on  his  newly  erected  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester.  In  the 
8th  of  Richard  II-  the  church  of  Hartlip  was  valued  at 
jgl3  6  8. 
'  The  parsonage  was  afterwards  leased  out  by  the  dean  and 
chapter,  but  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage  they  reserved  m 
their  own.  hands. 

In  1821  there  were  fifty-one  dwelling*  in  the  parish  df 
Haftlip;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  tiie 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numben  of 
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iahalNtanta  were  as  follow;  males  160,  females  140,  malting  a 
total  of  300  souls. 

UpcBDRcnis  the  next  pariUi  northward  ^ro  that  of  Hartlip, 
and  w  named  from  its  elevated  situation. 

Tfaii parish  Hes  in  a  most  unhealthy  spot,  close  to  the  Tnarshea, 
and  a  large  extent  of  some  hundreds  of  acres  of  salts  beyond 
ibeni,  as  far  as  Standgate  creek,  the  river  Medway  constituting 
its  northern  heundary;  the  noxious  vapors  arising  from  which 
Hbject  the  inhahitants  to  continued  intermittent  fevers,  that 
tend  to  shorten  their  lives.  It  contains  about  1760  acres  of 
lud.  Bear  100  acres  of  wood,  and  about  1200  acres  of  fresh  and 
(■It  marshes.  The  face  of  the  country  is  rather  hilly,  the  land 
in  general  very  thin  and  poor,  mingled  ivith  a  considerable 
quaaiity  of  gravel ;  the  remainder  of  the  soil  ie  in  some  parts  a 
bUck  sand,  and  in  others  a  stiff  clay,  of  which  latter  there  is 
bnt  8  small  portion.  The  poomess  of  the  soil  occasions  the 
growth  of  much  broom  and  fern,  with  which  many  fields  are 
entirely  covered.  The  southern  part  of  the  parish  has  much 
woodland  interspersed  throughout,  which  is  in  general  of  little 
false,  being  mostly  oak  coppice.  The  soil  is  much  adapted  tg 
the  growth  of  the  elm,  with  which  the  hedge-rows  abound,  but 
these  continued  rows  of  tall  spiral  trees  impede  the  free  oiicula- 
lion  of  air,  and  render  the  place  mnch  more  unwholesome  thao 
il  otherwise  would  he.  The  village  of  Upchurch,  called  the 
Street  (throngh  which  the  high  road  leads  from  Ohatham,  to 
Kingsferry,  and  the  Isle  of  Shepey,)  stands  on  high  ground, 
nnrly  in  the  centre  of  the  parish,  with  the  church  contiguous, 
the  spire  of  which  is  accounted  a  sea-mark. 

It  seems  to  have  been  of  much  moreconsequeooe.as  well  for  its 
craft  in  shipping,  as  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  both  of  which 
werevome  years  back  greatly  diminished  from  what  they  had 
htm  in  former  times,  being  also  in  a  State  of  great  poverty.  At 
the  western  bonndary  ofthe  parish  there  is  a  quay  called  Attrum, 
or  Otterham  quay,  with  a  wharf  for  the  landing  and  shippingof 
com,  and  the  produce  of  the  neighbouring  woods  ;  the  creek, 
called  by  the  same  name,  '  owing  by  it  from  the  river  Medway. 
la  the  17tb  of  QUeen  Elizabeth  there  was  a  common  arrivege 
I^ace  at  Upchurch,  called  Karter's  hythe.  In  the  southern 
put  of  the  palish  is  a  hamlet,  called  Halywell,  near  which  much 
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woodland  abounds,  belonging  to  the  earl  ofTfaanel.  On  the 
eastern  side,  situated  in  the  valley,  close  to  the  Sbeere  way  to 
Newington,  is  the  manor  of  Oore,  now  only  a  mean  farm-house. 
In  the  northern  part,  the  land,  which  is  rery  wet,  stretches 
along  a  narrow  space  between  the  marshes,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  another  hamlet  called  Ham.  There  is  no  commission  of 
sewers  for  the  repair  of  the  marshes  in  this  or  the  adjoining  pa* 
riahes,  but  the  sewers  and  walla  which  defend  them  from  the 
tides,  are  kept  in  order  by  the  respective  owners,  at  no  incon- 
siderable expense.  At  some  distance  from  the  uplands,  across 
the  marshes,  is  one  of  great  notoriety,  called  Stayhills,  con- 
taining 600  acres,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Leybome's,  and 
given  with  the  manor  of  Oore  court,  as  above  mentioned,  to  the 
abbey  of  St.  Mary  Grace,  Tower  hill.  After  the  suppression  of 
that  house,  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyalt  to  hold 
in  capite.  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger  afterwards  possessed  it,  whose 
daughter  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Diggs,  esq.,  whence 
it  acquired  the  name  of  Diggs  marsh,  which  it  bore  for  a  short 
time  only,  having  resumed  its  former  appellation.  This  estate, 
however,  from  its  exposed  situation,  and  the  force  of  the  tides, 
which,  from  the  walls  being  neglected,  at  length  broke  through 
their  boundaries,  and  overflowed  it,  has  now  becooie  main  sea, 
and  the  whole  a  tract  of  salts,  covered  by  every  springtide. 
The  paramount  manor  <if  Milton  claims  over  this  whole  parish, 
subordinate  to  which  is 

The  Manor  op  Gore,  otherwise  Upchorch,  formerly 
called  De  la  Gore,  held  of  the  above  manor  by  a  yearly  suit  and 
service.  It  is  situated  in  a  vale  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
this  parish,  over  which,  subordinate  to  that  of  Milton,  it  claims 
in  a  great  measure. 

It  was  in  very  early  times  in  the  possession  of  a  family  which 
thence  derived  its  name,  Lucas  de  la  Gare  having  been  returned 
a  knight  of  the  shire  for  this  county,  prior  to  which  period,  how- 
ever, it  had  become  the  property  of  the  Leybome's.  Roger  de 
Leybome  held  it  in  the  51st  of  Henry  III.,  at  which  time  be 
obtained  a  grant  to  hold  in  fee  all  his  hereditaments  and  tene- 
ments in  gavelkind,  in  Rainham,  Upcfaurcb,  and  Hereclop,  of 
the  king  by  knight's  service. 

After  the  above  period  this  manor  descended  to  Juliana  de 
Leyborne,  whose  husbands  successively  enjoyed  this  property. 
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bat  (be  sarviring  them  all,  and  dyiog  wiUioat  any  kindred  what- 
loever,  this  manor  and  estate  in  Upchurch  became  eacheated  to 
the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  the  kin|;,  in  hia  5ttth  year, 
granted  it  to  St.  Mary  Grace's,  on  Tower  hill,  founded  by  him, 
which  was  confirmed  to  the  abbey  in  pure  and  perpetual  alma, 
for  ever,  by  King  Richard  II.  in  his  12th  and  22d  years. 

It  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  monastery  UU  the 
dissolution  under  Henry  Till.,  when,  being  surrendered  to  the 
king,  be  soon  after  granted  this  manor  to  Christopher  Halet, 
who  died  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  three  daughters 
his  coheirs,  of  whom  Margaret,  the  second,  married  first, 
— West;  secondly,  Dodman;  and  thirdly,  William  Horden,  gent, 
of  the  Weald  of  Kent;  when  she  inherited  this  manor,  and  enti- 
tled her  three  husbands  successively  to  the  possession  of  the 
ume.  At  length  it  was  alienated  by  William  Horden,  in  the  9th 
of  Elizabeth,  to  Mr.  Richard  Stanley,  who  passed  it  by  sale  to 
Thomas  Wardegar,  or  Wardacre,  whose  grandson  William  sold 
it  under  James  I.  to  Sir  Nicholas  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet,  in 
whose  descendants,  earls  of  Thanet,  this  manor  continued  down 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Sackville  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

HoBSBAH  is  a  reputed  manor  in  this  parish,  situated  at  a 
imall distance  westward  from  the  church.  It  seems  formerly  to 
have  been  possessed  by  a  family  of  its  own  name,  one  of 
whom,  Stephen  de  Horsham,  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  How  long  it  continued  in  that  line  we  have  not 
found,  but  it  was  subsequently  in  the  poseeseion  of  Archbishop 
Chichele.  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  TI,,  settled  it  on  the  col- 
lege of  All  Souls,  in  Oxford,  then  founded  by  him,  mostly  out  of 
the  estates  of  the  suppressed  alien  priories,  of  which  probably 
this  was  a  part,  and  continued  in  the  possession  of  this  college. 
There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

The  lessee  of  the  estate,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  Sir 
Cheney  Colepeper,  who  alienated  his  interest  therein  to  Clement 
Milway,  who  passed  the  lease  away  to  Mr.  William  Harding,  of 
London,  whose  son  in  1715,  Mr.  John  Harding,  alienated  it  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Hasted,  gent.,  of  Chatham;  and  his  grandson, 
Edward  Hasted,  esq.  of  Canterbury,  afterwards  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  lease;  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  ThomasWilliams, 
gent,  of  Dartford. 
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Tbe  teanor  of  Otterbam,  utaat«d  in  the  WMLsm  put  of  this 
pRrish,  near  the  faonU^  of  Otterhun,  or  Ottram,  as  it  is  now 
called,  bad  formerly  posseSBOrs  of  the  tame  name,  who  became 
extinot  here  before  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  John  Peche,  citi- 
zen of  London,  died  posBesBed  of  this  mannr  of  Otterbam,  in 
Upchurcfa,  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign,  which  he  held  in  right 
of  Mai7  hie  wife,  daring  her  life,  the  reveruon  belonging  to 
Thomas  de  Atburton,  when  it  was  held  of  the  kiag  as  of  his 
manor  of  Milton,  by  divers  services  according  to  tbe  cuBtom  of 
gavelkind.  How  it  passed  afterwards  we  have  not  found,  hut  in 
tbe  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Butts, 
gent.  It  later  times  it  passed  by  sale  into  theposMstdon  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Best,  of  Chatham,  whose  grandson,  Thomas  Best,  esq. 
of  Chilston,  died  poasessed  of  it  in  1793,  and  gave  it  by  will  to 
his  nephew,  George  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston,  who  subsequently 
possessed  the  manor. 

Ham.  otherwise  West  Court,  is  a  manor  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  parish,  situated  in  the  hamlet  of  Ham,  which,  with 
an  estate  called  Sharpnash,  otherwise  Sharpness,  belonged  to 
the  abbey  of  Boxley,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  King  John ;  while, 
under  that  prince  and  Edward  III.,  the  abbot  had  a  grant  of 
free  warren  on  their  manor  and  estate  here,  which  continued 
pert  of  tbe  possessions  of  that  monastery  till  the  dissolution 
under  Henry  VIII.,  when,  being  surrendered  to  the  king,  he 
granted  it  to  Thomas  Greene,  gent.,  to  hold  in  capiU,  by  knights 
service.  He  was  the  natural  son  of  Sir  John  Norton,  of  North- 
wood,  in  this  county,  for  which  reason  he  was  frequently  styled 
ID  deeds  of  that  time,  Norton,  otherwise  Greene.  He  died  in 
the  6tb  of  Edward  VI.  possessed  of  this  manor  of  West  court, 
end  tbe  manors  of  Ham  and  Sharpnash.  He  left  two  sons. 
Norton  and  Robert,  of  whom  Norton,  the  eldest,  left  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  Mary,  wife  of  Sir  Mark  Ives,  of  Essex;  and 
Robert,  the  second  son,  was  of  Bobbing.  They  bore  for  their 
arms,  Guhi,  a  cross  patent  ermine,  witkin  a  bordure  of  the 
tecond.  Norton  Greene,  the  eldest  son  of  William,  as  before 
mentioned,  inherited  these  manors,  which  he  alienated  to 
Thomas  Aldersey,  gent.  ofBredgar,  in  whose  descendants  the 
manor  of  Ham  continued  till  it  was  alienated  to  Thomas  Hous, 
who  went  it  away  to  Thomas  Skip,  after  which  it  went  to 
bis  grandson,  Thomas  Skip  Bucknul,   who  in  1792  ^ok  the 
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nune  of  Dyot.  What  became  of  the  portion  called  Sharpnesa 
wecannot  ascertain,  excepting  that  it  was  the  marsh  called  New 
mardi,  from  one  Mr.  ElfetB  stopping  up  the  breach,  and  repair- 
ing the  walls;  it  has,  however,  been  again  swallowed  up  by  the 
■et.  It  lies  between  Bayford  and  Bumtwick  marshes,  dnd  con- 
tuni  about  600  acres  of  land. 

Upchubch  is  within  the  bcclbsiastical  jurisdiction  of 
tbe  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deaaerj^  of  Sittingboume.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  large  handsome  building, 
cODsisting  of  three  broad  aisles,  and  two  chancels,  the  pews 
ttking  np  only  a  small  portion  of  the  centre  aisle. 

In  the  ncHTth  chancel  are  several  gravestones  robbed  of  their 
biuses,  and  in  the  north  windows  of  the  same,  good  remains 
of  painted  glass,  for  the  most  part  well  preserved.  Underneath 
ii  t  vault,  which,  by  the  circular  staircase  whereby  the  visitant 
dexendfl,  seems  to  have  been  used  only  as  a  cbameU house,  having 
nusy  bones  laid  up  therein.  The  steeple,  at  the  west  end  of 
the  church,  is  very  remarkable,  being  a  tower,  whereon  is  placed 
■  square  part  of  a  spire  for  about  ten  feet,  and  upon  that  an 
oeb^n  for  the  remaining  or  upper  portion,  to  the  point  of  thi 
ipneatthe  summit. 

There  ia  an  old  monnment  in  the  wall  of  the  north  chancel, 
tdwned  with  acorns  and  oak  leaves,  which  Weever  says  was 
Rt  np  over  the  grave  of  one  Woodokes,  who  was  entombed 
there. 

The  church  of  Upchureh  anciently  belonged  to  the  abbey 
tf  Usle  Otea,  in .  Normandy,  founded  by  Reginald  de  Pavely 
is  1187,  who,  having  lands  in  this  county,  may  probably 
htve  given  this  church  for  the  better  support  of  his  new  foun- 
dttion. 

The  cbaich  appears  to  have  been  appropriated  very  early  to 
tbetbbeyin  question,  for  in  1369,  being  the  44th  of  Edward  III., 
i  cammission  was  issued  by  Archbishop  Wittlesege,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  portion  of  the  perpetnal  vicar  of  Uppechircbe 
to  the  above-mentioned  abbey,  for  sotne  time  appropriated  to 
fitemarka. 

In  the  8th  of  King  Kicbard  II.  this  church  was  valued  at 
f33  6  8,  then  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  Lisle  Dieu.  It  was 
■Anwards  estimated  at  £11  in  the  king's  books,  the  yearly 
tenUn  bung  £1  Za.     In  the  reign  of  Elixabeth  there  were  139 
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communicanu.  while  in  16-10  it  was  valiled  at  £60,  the  oommu- 

Bicenbi  being  forty  in  namba'. 

The  vioar  of  ITpoburch  holds  of  MiltoD  maoor  oue  acre  of 
luid  at  CuWera  valley,  in  Upchurch. 

In  1831.  tbera  were  aizty'-aeven  dwdlinga  in  the  parish  of 
Upchurch  ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  cenius  of  the 
population  ww  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nnmbtrs  of 
inhabitants  woe  u  follow  i  males  218,  females  196,  mkking 
a  total  of  414  souls. 

Halstow  lies  the  next  parish  eastward  from  Vpchiirtky 
written  in  ancient  deeds,  Halegeitow,  and  is  nsuatiy  called 
Lower  Halitov,  from  its  low  situation,  and  tJso  to  distingui^ 
it  from  the  parish  of  High  HaUlow,  in  the  huodrftd  of  Ho«b 

It  is  a  very  obscure  and  unfrequented  psrish,  though  the  road 
from  Chatham  to  the  king's  ferry  leads  through  the  iQWev  psrt, 
across  a  branch  of  the  creek  called  the  Stray,  »hieh  at  high 
water  is.hardjy  passable  with  safety.  The  little  streamlet  thtt 
lisea  southward  near  Newington  church,  runs  hither  to  the  oon^ 
mill  belonging  to.AlI  Souls  college,  situated  on  another  braneh 
of  this  creek,  up  to  which  the  tide  flows  likewise,  the  mill  being 
fil»o  turned  by  it.  Below  these  the  two  branohes  acquire  the 
lume  of  Halstow  orsek,  when  soon  after  joining,  about  three 
tniles  bfllow,  that  of  Standgate  creek,  it  flows  into  the  river 
Medway,  at  some  distance  from  Sheemess.  At  the  lower  end 
Qf  Slaivigatf  cr^ek  all  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  couotties, 
where  the  plague  is  known  to  r^e,  are  obliged  by  (ffder  of  th« 
pTivy  council,  to  perform  qitflrcMtint  for  a  lijaiod  tinjf,  in 
order  to  air  tlie  cargoes. 

Halstow  Cbbek,  higher  up,  becomes  so  shallow  as  to  be 
Qsed  only  by  the  small  craft  belonging  to  the  dredger  men.  who 
reside  here,  and  make  up  the  principal  part  of  the  inbahitaut* 
of  this  parish.  It  JA  nuigBble  ia  both  branches  as  high  up  as 
the  Stray,  on  tba  ep^.side,  ^  the  bridge  buiit  over  the  ol^er* 
just  above  the  churohp.  where  there  is  a  wharf  beUugiogto  All 
Souls  college,  used  by  the  neighbouring  country  people.  Thans 
are  two  small  hamlets  in  the  lower  part,  neat  the  creek,  the  «ne 
built  round  a  green,  thence  called  Halstow  green,  and  (be  other 
ft  a  small  distance,  called  Lower  stmt.  This  part  of  tiie  parish 
lies  on  a  level  open  to  the  adjoining  marshes,  whidi  getuUr  it 
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DHMt  onpleuant,  aad  at  tbe  tame  time  xinheallhy.DwKppMik. 
tnee  of  which  the  inhtbitiiiits  bear  in  their  oounteaanoM; 
isdeed,  it  is  hi  qnvelopsd  amoDp  creaks,  mirsbeB,  mod  salts, 
extending  as  far  as  the  ^e  can  reach,  that  it  seeniB  a 
boDodary  beyond  whnfai  tbs  traveller  dreAds  to  hazaid  kis 
fntare  ufety. 

^e  whole  of  this  parish,  eiccepting  towards  the  Biarshea,  bu 
I  woedy  appearanoe,  the  shaves  and  hedge-rows  being  rary 
bmed  round  the  fields.  It  contains  about  1200  acres  of  land, 
the  soil  in  gener^  being  a  atuflfolay,  some  few  parts  gravel,  and 
od»f  a  black  unfertile  sand,  witb  much  broom  and  brakes,  oc 
bat,  up«i  it.  The  olay  lands  h%ri  been  much  improred  by 
tpieading  tbem  ov^  with  line,  convayed  at  a  vast  expanse  frodi 
Bartlip,  a  distance  of  three  or  four  miles.  Near  the  Stray  there 
*K  sone  fertile  meadows  and  orchards  ;  the  laads,  in  general, 
let  at  a  high  rent  per  acre,  macb  of  which  belong  to  All  Soula 
coU«ge,  aa  part  of  their  manor  farm  of  Horsham,  in  Upchuveh. 
Towards  the  eastern  side  of  the  parish  the  bill  rises  pretty  high, 
oter  much  of  which  the  adjoining  numorof  Norwood,  in  Milton, 
diins.  In  the :  north-east  part  is  Bass^r  fann,  the  whole  of 
which  is  paature,  and  some  portion  so  fertile  as  to  be  good  for 
JtUiag  land  for  b^ta. 

Tub  va^amodmt  hah  OB  or  Miltok  elaisu  over  this 
parufa,  enboidinate  to  which  la 

Tub  manor  of  Berkkbohb,  commonly  called  Baaser. 
titnatad  in  the  nortb-eaat  part  of  this  parish.  '  It  was  given  to 
&e  monks  of  the  priory  of  Chriat  church  in  Oanterbiry,  for 
providing  a  light  before  the  shrine  of  ^t.  Anaelm,  which  gift 
wu  confirmed  by  Henry  U.,  who  added  thereto  £16  of  rental  in 
>^  place,  as  did  also  Reginald  de  Olere,  certain  lands  bounding 
tbow  of  Roger  de  Wardan  and  WiUiun  de  Northwsode. 

Kiag  Edward  ll.,'in  his  lOtb  year,  granted  and  confirmed  to 
tbc  prior  and  convent  of  Christ  church,  free  aatrren  in  all  their 
dmesDe  lands  in  Betkesore,  held  in  the  time  of  his  grandfather, 
Henry  HI. 

latbiaialate  tka  mdnw  contiiined  till  the  disaolutioa  under 
Uwy  Vlll.,  when,  being  surrmdered  to  tha  king,  be  settled  it 
OR  Us  Mw  eraeted  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  at 
*beis  posMsaiona  it  haa  remained. 

The  fanily  of  Daiell,  of  Oabhill,  baa  for  many  generations 
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been  leasee  of  thia'maaor,  aadet  the  dean  and  chapter.  Sir 
Hobert  Darell held  it  inthel7thorJameaI.,  and  in  his  descend- 
ants it  continued  down  to  Henry  Darell,  esq.  of  Calehill.  A 
court-baron  is  regularly  held  for  this  manor. 

Halstowis  within  the  bcolbsiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocae  of  Canterbury  and  demery  of  Sittingboume.  The 
oharcb,  which  stands  close  to  the  creek,  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mai^ret,  and  consists  of  three  small  aisles  and  one  cbanoel, 
with  a  low  pointed  steeple,  having  nothing  to  render  it  remark- 
able. The  church  of  Halslow  was  part  of  the  ancient  posses- 
sions of  the  priory  of  Christ  church,  in  Canterbnry,  as  appears 
by  an  insUnment  of  Archbishop  Baldwin,  who  came  to  the  tee 
of  Canterbury  in  1 184,  and  at  the  presentation  of  the  prior  and 
convent,  granted  to  his  belored  son,  John  de  London,  nephew 
of  the  blessed  martyr  Thomas,  the  church  of  St.  Mai^aret  of 
Halegestowa,  in  perpetual  altDs,  excepting  the  pension  of  one' 
mark,  which  the  said  John  was  bound  to  pay  to  the  monks 
above  mentioned,  twice  in  eaob  year. 

.  Henry  III.,  in  bis  19th  year,  granted  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent of  Christ  church,  the  privileges  of  a  fair  at  the  church  of 
Halswesto. 

Upon  the  dissolution,  under  Henry  VIII.,  this  oharcb,  with 
its  lands  and  possessions,  was  surrendered  to  the  king,  who  set- 
tled it  on  his  new  erected  dean  and  chapter  of  Caoterhury,  part 
of  whose  possessions  it  has  remuned. 

The  vicarage  was  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  books,  of 
tbeyearlyvelne  of  :e40, the  tenths  being  16b.  2id.  In  1642  it' 
was  estimated  at  ^^0  per  annum,  the  communicants  amouutii^ 
to  eighty-two. 

In  1821  there  were  thirty-five  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Halstow ;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbera  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow:  males  111,  females  109,  making  a 
total  of  320  souls. 

The  next  parish  southward  from  Halstowis  Nswinotom, 
written  in  Domesday  Newetone,  having  certainly  derived-  iti 
name  from  being  raised  on  the  site  of  some  UMre  anoient  town, 
built  perhaps  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  of  whom  there  are 
many  vettipa  in  and  about  this  place.     It  has  the  addition  of 
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weat  SiUimgbmmu,  to  distinguiBh  it  from  a  pariah  of  the  same 
mat  next  Hjftke. 

The  pabish  of  Nbitiiiotoh  lies  for  the  mmt  part  on  a  flat 
pltin,  cjctendiDg  nearly  two  mites  from  east  to  west,  at  the  edgei 
«f  which  it  is  sarrounded  by  a  range  of  high  hills,  moBtly 
coveted  with  woods,  that  extend  as  far  eastwaid  within  its 
boaodahea  as  the  high  nHul  leading  from  Key  street  to  Detling. 
The  pariah  is  rather  pleasant,  though  extremely  anfaealthy,  being 
expoeed  to  the  noxious  vapors  arising  from  the  large  tract  of 
utrshes,  the  wind  from  which  blows  hither  uninterruptedly 
throagh  the  vale,  as  well  as  from  the  nnwholesomeness  of  the 
water  drawn  from  the  wells  for  culinary  uses,  which  make  it 
&r  from  being  a  desirable  situation  to  dwell  in.  In  conaequence 
tf  these  drawbacks,  it  is  thin  of  inhabitants,  especially  of  the 
better  sort ;  in  the  centre  of  the  plain,  on  a  gentle  rise,  stands 
the  Tillage  of  Newington  street,  contaiDtng  some  ancient  and 
dl-built  houses,  being  encircled  by  orchards  of  apples  and 
cherries.  In  the  street,  opposite  to  the  lane  leading  to  Stock. 
buy,  ia  tbe  old  manor-house  of  Lucies,  inhabited,  says  Masted, 
by  a  shopkeeper ;  and  in  another  part,  an  old  timber  building, 
in  a  dilapidated  condition,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Sir  Bever- 
tham  Filmer,  bart.  A  market  was  formerly  held  in  this  parish, 
though  long  since  disQsed.  At  a  small  distance  northward  is 
the  Tieamge,  and  a  little  farther  on  the  church  and  parsonage ; 
dose  to  the  churchyard  is  the  manor-house  of  Tracies,  and 
Mar  it  a  spring,  -4nat  produces  a  fresh  stream,  and  rnns  thence 
Hwthward,  having  a  small  breadth  of  swampy  meadow  or  marsh 
land  on  either  side,  till  it  empties  itself  into  the  Creek  at  Halstow. 

The  high  road  from  London  to  Canterbury  and  Dover  runs 
serosa  this  parish,  and  through  Newington  street ;  at  a  amall 
distance  southward  from  which,  in  the  road  to  Stockbury,  is 
tbe  manor-house  of  Cranbrooke ;  and  about  a  mile  farther  on, 
U»  htmlet  of  Chesley  street,  otherwise  Checheley  street,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  will  of  Robert  Berefortb,  dated  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  who  lies  interred  in  this  church,  being  styled  of 
Checheley  street,  who  therein  devised  his  principal  tenement, 
ctlled  Pn^al,  and  another  named  Patreches,  in  this  parish,  to 
bis  three  daughters  and  coheirs. 

This  parish  ctmlains  about  1300  acres  of  land,  exclusive  of 
SO&acna  of  wood,  great  part  of  which,  especially  in  the  environs 
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of  the  street,  wera  formflrly  planted  with  orob&rd*  of  a{)t)leB  mad 
cherries,  but  those  falling  to  decay,  and  the  high  price  of  hop* 
yielding  a  more  advantageous  return,  nnny  of  them  were  con* 
verted  to  the  growth  of  that  plant.  Indeed,  bo  luBdly  prorsd 
the  Boil  for  hops,  that  in  one  particular  inatttDoe,  aecarding  to 
Hasted,  an  acre  of  ground  produood  thirty-four  huadred-weight 
of  bopa  i  but  tbCM  laoda  wearing  out.  and  hops  being  reduced  in 
price,  orchards  were  replanted  in  Newiogtoo,  to  which  tliMe 
grounds  afford  a  good  nursery. 

The  soil  of  this  parish,  on  the  plain  and  towards  Cheslay^  u 
very  ricb  and  fertile,  ooosisting,  in  general,  of  a  kindly  loam  ; 
near  and  on  the  bills  it  is  mostly  a  stiff  day,  and,  to  the  n*rtb<- 
^'ard  of  the  sUeet,  becomes  a  aand-  It  is  poor  upon  thehilb, 
and  much  covered  with  broom  and  furee,  which  tract,  tbenoe 
called  Brooipdown,  belongs  generally  to  All  Soul's  cftHege,  a* 
part  of  their  manor  of  Horsham,  in  Upcbureh.  On  the  con- 
tinued chain  of  hills  from  tbe  nortb'^st  tp  tha  south-east  boon- 
daries  of  this  parish,  tbere  are  large  (racta  of  woodland,  wherein 
are  great  quantities  of  Qbeaout  stubs,  no  doubt  the  indigenoni 
growth  of  thqse  tracts,  which  unite  with  others  of  the  suqe 
sort  reaching  for  several  miles;  those  in  thie  parish  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood,' from  the  great  plenty  of  the  above  wood  abounding 
thereon,  being  known  by  the  name  of  the  Clusttut  wood.  A  large 
circuit  within  the  boands  of  this  and  the  adjoining,  parttthea. 
reaching  as  far  as  the  turnpike  road,  that  extands  from  Key 
street  to  Detliag,  belongs  to  the  eati  of  Aylesford.  the  reata, 
^nerally  speaking,  being  bigh> 

The  Rohan  boad  having  croased  the  river  Medvvay  at 
(Chatham,  is  still  visible  on  the  summit  of  Chatham  bill,  the 
edge  on  tbe  north  sid«  of  the  great  road  thsoce  to  Rainhant, 
standing  thereon  ;  front  which  place  it  runs  on  the  southern  aic^ 
of  the  road,  till  wjthin  a  very  small  distance  of  Newingt^o 
street,  when  it  falls  in  with  the  great  road,  and  does  not  appear 
^^iii  till  having  passed  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Key  street. 
The  name  of  Newington,  a»  before  observed,  implies  that  tbe 
place  was  built  on  or  in  Ue^  of  some  more  ancient  town  or 
village,  the  names  of  places  in  and  about  >t  being  ptaioly  of 
Roman  origin,  a  convincing  proof  that  the  nation  alluded  to  bad 
frequent  dealings  is  these  parts.  Keycol  hill,  at  the  thirty- 
^gbth  milestone,  seems  to  be  the  lame  as  Caii  ColUi^  or  Caim 
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JmSm  Cttmr'r  kill ;  Key  street  beyond  it,  Cati  Slrat'tttn,  or 
Cahu't  ilrtxt;  while  Standard  hil),  aboat  half  a  mile  Bonthward 
of  NewingtMi  street,  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from 
•otm  Biilitary  standard  having  been  frfaoed  there  in  very  early 
tisMS. 

On  Keyeol  bili,  above  mentioned,  «  small  distance  from  the 
bigh  road,  is  a  field  wherein  quantities  of  Roman  nrns  and 
resaek  have  cODtiaually  been  turned  up  by  the  plough,  wherefare 
the  whole  being  scattered  over  by  the  broken  remains,  it  thenoe 
soqnired  the  nbme  of  Crockfield.  The  soil  ischiefly  a  sand, 
excepting  towarda  the  oorth-weat  part,  where  it  consists  of  a 
wet  and  stiff  clay. 

The  aitnation  of  this  field  is  on  an  eminehce  higher  thanthe 
■arronodiag  grounds,  commanding  a  most  extensive  view  Oh 
crery  side.  A  little  to  the  south-west,  in  the  adjoining  field,  is 
t  large  mound  of  earth  thrown  up,  having  a  very  broad  and 
deep  pass  on  the  south  and  west  sides,  from  which  there  seems 
lobe  a  breastwork  of  earth,  extending  in  a  line,  westward,  about 
fot^rods;  and  thence  again,  in  the  same  manner,  northward ; 
constituting  the  south  and  western  boundaries  of  the  two  iitilds 
sezt  bdow  Crockfield,  above  mentioned. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  northern  eides  of  these  fields,  asd 
the  eastern  aide  of  Crookfield,  adjoin  the  woods,  wherein  appear 
nsny  remains  of  trenches  aad  breastworks  thrown  up,  but  the 
coppice  is  so  very  thick,  that  there  is  no  pOKsihility  of  tracing 
their  fern)  or  extent,  to  enable  the  observer  to  give  a  correct 
description  of  them.  Earthen  vewels  have  been  found  lying  irt 
all  direetions  and  positions,  as  well  sidewise  as  inverted,  and 
heqoently  witboab  containing  any  ashes  or  bonea  ;  which  cir- 
cumstance haa  induced  many  to  oondode  that  this  spot  was 
used  for  fabrioating  Roman  pottery,  atid  not  as  a  burial-pl&ce. 

Notwithstanding  the  above  surmise)  several  of  our  teamed 
latiquaries,  anong  whom  are  SemneT,  Burton,  Arohbiahop 
Stiilingfleet,  Batteley,  and  Drt  Thorpe,  seem  inclined  to  fix  the 
Ronan  stationj  called  in  iJie  second  Iter  of  Antoninus,  Dttro- 
kmiwt,  9»  having-facen  at  or  near,  this  place.  Indeed,-  most  of 
the  copies  of  the  above  Writer  make  the  distance  from  the  last 
station,  Oureitnrvii,  Rochester,  to  Durolnum,  thirteen  or  six- 
teen miJe^  which  would  place  it  nearer  to  Qreen  street  or  Judde 
kiU«  a  little  on  the  western  side  of  Ospringe ;  but  the  Peutin- 
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gerian  tables  make  it  only  seven,  with  which  Mr.  Somner  leaniB 
to  acquiesce;  and  it  anqaesUonably  answers  tolerably  well  to  this 
place.  If  the  distance  in  miles  be  ctMnrect.  Newington,  no  doabt, 
has  evpry  plea  in  its  favor  to  conclude  the  above  station  having^ 
been  there ;  but  supposing  the  number  sixteen  should  be  pre- 
ferred, the  same  a^ument  may  hold  good  in  reference  to  Judde 
hill ;  every  other  place  in  merely  conjectural,  unsupported  either 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  or  any  remains  of  Roman  anti- 
quity ever  discovered,  either  before  or  since. 

The  urns  and  vessels  fonnd  here  were  first  noticed  in  print  by 
the  learned  Meric  Coaaubon,  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  whom 
Bnrston  styles  the  incomparable^  for  hia  virtaes  and  learning, 
and  who,  in  his  notes  on  the  translation  of  the  Emperor  Marcus 
Antoninns's  Meditations,  has  puUished  an  account  of  the  anti* 
qnitiea  found  at  Newington,  which  contains  many  curious  par- 
ticulars relating  to  the  custom  of  burial,  too  copious  to  b« 
wholly  inserted  in  this  work. 

Among  other  observations,  however,  he  remarks  that,  not  only 
the  greater  number  of  these  urns  were  in  themselves  remarkable, 
but  the  manner  of  their  being  disposed  in  the  ground  very  sin- 
gular, as  was  observed  by  those  gentlemen  present  on  their 
being  disinterred.  For  instance,  where  one  great  urn  was  found, 
several  lesser  vessels  presented  themselves,  many  within  the 
large  one,  and  others  round  about  it,  each  covered  either  with  a 
proper  cover  of  the  same  earth  as  the  pots,  or  else  of  coarser 
materials,  but  very  closely  stopped  up.  Hence  the  writer  alluded 
to  infers  that,  the  custom  seems  to  have  been  to  appoint  one 
large  urn  to  contain  the  bones  and  ashes  of  the  whole  of  one 
household  or  kindred  ;  consequently,  as  often  as  any  of  them 
died,  they  had  recourse  to  the  common  urn,  which  was  neces- 
sarily uncovered  for  that  purpose ;  thus  far  surmises  Caaaubon. 

The  great  number  of  nma,  and  the  fragments  of  others  found 
at  this  place  from  time  to  time,  have  been  dispersed  among  the 
cabinets  of  the  ourious  throughout  this  county,  many  of  whom, 
from  a  fondness  for  antiquarian  research.  Hare  dug  here  for  that 
purpose.  The  late  earl  of  Winchelaea,  for  instance,  dug  several 
times  for  such  vestiges  with  success,  having  bad  a  numerous 
collection.  Among  othere,  one  of  the  laiger  size,  disinterred 
here,  and  found  capable  of  containing  twenty-four  pints,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Batteley,  who  says,  it  was  dug  up  among 
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mtoy  unu  here,  being  a  vessel  intended  to  contain  wine,  pitched 
within,  a  custom  usaally  adopted  with  vessels  intended  for  such 
ose.  It  had  four  handles,  whereby  it  might  be  raised  as  occa- 
lion  required,  appendages  altogether  useless  for  a  sepulchral 
am,  as  a  religious  dread  attended  their  removal.  The  custom 
was  to  extinguish  the  funeral  pile  with  wine,  wash  the  bones, 
■|moUe  the  sepulchres  during  their  funeral  sacrifices,  and  pour 
it  out  as  an  offering  to  the  funeral  gods. 

Another  of  these  urns,  which  held  nearly  a  boshel,  came  into 
the  possession  of  John  Godfrey,  esq.  of  Norton  court ;  and  a  third 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Filmer  Soutfaouse ;  both  of  which 
are  engraved  in  the  folio  edition  of  Hasted's  Kent. 

Tbi  pabamount  manor  of  Milton  claims  over  great 
part  of  this  pariah. 

lo  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  this  place  was  held  of 
Queen  Editha,  wife  of  that  prince,  by  one  Sidgar,  with  whom, 
most,  probably,  it  continued  till  after  the  death  of  Harold, 
when  William  of  Normandy,  ha\ing  obtained  the  crown  of 
England,  seized  on  this  estate,  and  bestowed  it  on  Albert,  his 
cfaaplai^  in  whose  possession  it  remained  at  the  taking  of  the 
general  survey  of  Domesday. 

Some  time  after  the  above  period,  the  manor  op  Nbwihg- 
TOH  became  part  of  the  possessions  of  a  priori/  founded  here, 
the  nuns  of  which  held  it,  of  the  king,  of  his  manor  of  Middle- 
ton  ;  bat  the  prioress  having  been  strangled  in  her  bed,  the  king 
•sized  on  tbis  manor,  and  kept  it  in  his  own  hands,  removing 
the  ttuoB  to  the  Isle  of  Shepey.  Henry  II.,  by  the  penuasions 
of  Archbishop  Beckett,  placed  in  their  room  seven  priests,  as 
•scalar  canons,  to  whom  he  gave  the  whole  of  the  manor;  and, 
as  a  further  increase  of  their  maintenance,  twenty-eight  hun- 
dred-weight of  cheese,  from  his  manor  of  Middlelon. 

One  of  these  canons  having  been  murdered,  four  of  his 
brethren  were  found  guilty  of  the  crime,  and  the  other  two 
acquitted.  These  last,  with  tlie  king's  licence,  gave  their  por- 
tions or  shares  of  the  manor  of  Newington  to  the  abbot  of  Su 
Augustine's,  near  Canterbury  j  and  the  other  five  parts  being 
•eixed  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  remtuned  there  till  he  granted 
Aem  to  Richard  de  Lucy,  chief  justice^  by  which  means  this 
BsDor  became  divided:  two  parts  remaining  with  the  abbot  of 
St.  Aagofltine,  as  one  manor;  and  the  other  five  parts  with  the 
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family  of  Lucy,  ar  another  separate  manor,  which,  from  their 
ntaining  posaeuion  of  the  same,  acqaired  the  name  of  Neming- 
ton  LuHet. 

Several  disputea  ariaing  between  the  abbot  and  Almerio  da 
Luoy,  concerning  their  poeseBBionB  here,  they  were  afterwards 
settled  by  the  award  of  Sir  Stephen  de  Pencheater,  who  decreed 
that  the  latter  should  give,  in  exchange,  to  the  abbot  and  coo- 
vent,  among  other  annua!  profits,  the  several  rents,  reliefs,  suits, 
serviees,  and  all  other  customs,  of  the  tenements  and  ht^dings 
within  the  hundreds  of  Middleton,  Marden,  and  Eyhome,  to 
bold  in  fne,  pure,  and  perpetual  alms.  In  consideration  of 
which,  he  decreed  that  the  abbot  and  convent  should  release,  in 
exchange,  the  two  parts  of  rents  and  cheese  belonging  to  this 
manor,  to  Almeric  de  Lucy  and  his  heirs,  for  ever. 

The  manor  of  Newington  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of 
the  monastery  of  St.  Augustine  till  its  final  dissolntion,  in  the 
30th  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  that  great  abbey  was  surrenjfered 
to  the  king.  It  so  remained  part  of  the  royal  revenue  till  the 
death  of  Charles  I.,  upgn  which,  tlie  Parliament,  under  Crom- 
well, vested  it  in  trustees,  to  be  sold- for  the  exigencAs  of  the 
state.  Soon  after,  a  survey  having  been  taken  of  this  manor, 
it  appeared  that  there  were  quit-rents  due  to  the  lords  of  the 
same  from  the  fiveholders  within  the  borough  or  town  of 
Kawington,  the  borough  of  Otham,  the  parish  of  Clapham,  the 
borough  of  BedmantoQ  in  Wormshill,  the  borough  of  Wyarton 
in  Boughton  Monchensis,  the  parish  of  West  Farleigh,  as  also 
the  borottgh  of  Minster  and  Laysdown,  in  the  Ide  of  Shepey, 
all  severally  heading  in  free  tocage  tenure;  and  front  Mr. 
Aldersey,  of  the  parish  of  Bredgate,  and  Mr.  John  Allen,  of 
Stookbury,  in  the  same  manner ;  and  that  there  was  a  court" 
baron  and  court-leet,  fines  and  ameroitmenta  of  courts,  &a.,  all 
which  quit-rents,  together  with  the  profits  of  the  courts,  coibs 
amies,  were  worth,  in  the  whole,  £16  18  9). 

Soon  aft«r,  this  manor  was  sold-  by  the  etato  to  Mr.  John 
Browne,  with  w  hom  it  remained  till  the  restoration  of  Charics 
IL,  when  it  again  becane  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  oniwn, 
and  so  continued  till  the  9th  of  King  William  HI.,  1697,  whoi 
that  princ*  having  raised  Sir  John  Somers  to  the  office  of  latd 
high  chancellor,  and  also  to  the  title  of  Lord  Sooaera  baroa 
Evesham,  in  Worcestershire,  made  him  a  grant,  for  the  anpport 
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•f  tboM  hononrs  and  dignities,  of  the  feefarm  renta  of  this, 
among  other  maoore.  In  1700  he  migoed  th«  Beak,  but  Queen 
Anne,  io  h«r  8th  year,  appointed  him  president  of  the  council, 
when  growing  infirm,  be  gradually  declined  in  health  until  his 
death,  in  1716.  Lord  Somera  bore  for  his  arms,  Verl,  a  Jest 
dneeUe,  ermine.  He  died  uamarried,  leaving  the  greater  part 
of  his  eatateai  by  will,  to  his  nephew,  James  Cocks,  esq.  of 
Worcestershire,  son  and  heir  of  Mary,  bis  eldest  sister. 

Jamea  Cocks, esq.  before  mentioned,  becoming  thus  puaessed 
of  these  feefann  renta,  died  in  1750,  leariBg  one  son,  James 
Cocks,  esq.,  who  was  killed  during  the  unfortunate  expedition 
sgaiast  St.  Caa,  in  FnuiDe,  in  1769.  He  died  under  age,  and 
nomarrted,  when  these  rents  devolved  on  his  father's  younger 
brother,  John  Cocks,  esq.  of  CasUeditch,  in  Herefordshire^ 
which  estate  he  postesped  in  right  of  his  wife.  Charles  Cocks, 
esq.,  his  eldest  son,  succeeded  him  in  the  feefarm  renta  of  the 
ownw-  of  Newiogton,  who  was  created  a  baronet  in  1773,  and 
by  letters  patent,  1784,  Lord  Somera  baron  Eveaham.  He  mar- 
ried, first,  Elizabeth,  siater  of  Edward  lord  Eliot,  by  whom  be 
had  one-  son,  John  Sonera ;  and  secondly,  Aane,  siater  of 
Reginald  Pole  Carew,  esq.,  by  whom  ha  had  three  sons  and  one 
dtflghter.  Lord  Somen  bore  for  bis  arms.  Sable,  a  chevron 
bttueen  three  ttags  attires, fixed  to  the  scalps,  argent,  quartered 
with  those  of  Somera,  before  mentioned. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  manor 
of  Newiitgton,  that  ia  tbe  mga  of  Henry  II.  five  parts  out  of 
the  seven  had  escheated  to  the  crown,  and  were  given  by  the 
king  to  Richard  de  Lucy,  bia  chief  justice,  and  being  subse- 
qacntly  considered  a  separate  manor,  acquired  from  him  and  his 
descendants  tbe  name  of  Newington  Lucies,  which  it  retained. 

He  was  a  man  who  stood  high  in  tbe  estimation  of  the  king, 
M  well  on  account  of  bis  prudence  and  just  distribution  of  the 
Uws,  as  for  his'piety,  being  nut  only  chief  justice,  but  tbe  king's 
lieutenant  of  the  realm  during  his  absence,  and  constable  of  the 
Tower  of  London  and  castle  of  Windsor.  Among  other  acts  of 
piety,  as  they  were  then  e&teemed,  he  founded  and  endowed  the 
abbey  of  Leenes.  at  Erith,  and  having  taken  the  habit  of  a 
Dtonk,  died  there,  in  the  26tb  year  of  that  reign. 

After  tbe  above  period,  according  to  the  account  given  in  the 
register  of   St.  Augustine's  monastery,   the  manor  of    Lucies 


^niized  by  Google 


38  uisnmY  OP  THE 

descended  to  Godfrey  de  Lucy,  bishop  of  Winchester,  at  whow 
death,  id  1204,  it  passed,  in  equal  moieties,  to  Roesie,  or  Royce 
de  Dorer  and  Maud  de  Lucy,  his  sisters,  the  latter  of  whom 
gave  her  part  to  her  son,  by  her  second  husband,  Richard  de 
Ripariis,  or  Rivers,  whose  desceadaats  afterwards  possessed  it. 
The  former  gave  hers,  comprehending  the  manor  itself,  to  her 
kinsman,  Geoffry  de  Lucy,  each  holding  their  respective  parts 
of  the  manor  of  Milton. 

What  kindred  Geoffiry  de  Lucy  was -to  Royce  de  Dover,  we 
cannot  find,  but  it  appears  that  he  died  possessed  of  this  manor, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  Amery  de  Lucy,  who  was  with 
King  Richard  I.  at  the  seige  of  Ascalon,  in  Palestine;  and,  in 
reward  for  some  signal  service  performed  in  the  holy  wars,  had 
accorded  the  cross  crostlels  to  his  paternal  coat,  which  before 
was  only  threefiskes  lucH,  or  pike  fish,  in  allusion  to  their  name. 
These  arms  of  the  Lucy's  were  formerly  painted  in  the  windows 
of  this  church.  Gules,  semee  qfcrosslels,  three  Luciet  kaariant, 
or;  and  again,  Lucy,  the  same  coat,  wilhoul  the  temee  of  cross 
crotslets,  being  their  original  bearing.  The  first-mentioned  arms 
are  also  remaining  on  the  roof  of  the  cloisters  of  Canterbury 
cathedral,  as  they  were  likewise  in  the  windows  of  Goodnestone 
church,  in  Wingham.  Geo£fry  de  Lucy  had  a  grant  of  free 
warren  for  his  lands  in  Newington,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  III.; 
in  the  20th  of  which  reign  he  died.  Sir  Walter  de  Lucy  had  a 
confirmation  of  that  charter  in  the  27th  of  Henry  VI,,  in  which 
year  he  died  possessed  of  the  property,  leaving  one  son,  William, 
and  two  daughters,  Alianore,  married  to  Thomas  Hopton  j  and 
Maud,  to  Thomas  Vaux,  esq.  of  Northamptonshire. 

Sir  William  Lucy,  the  son,  possessed  this  manor  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  and  died  ;  upon  which,  the  estate  became  divided 
into  moieties,  one  vested  in  Elizabeth  Corbet,  widow  of  Sir 
Robert,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Alianore,  wife  of  Thomas 
Hopton,  esq.  before  mentioned.  The  other  moiety  was  in  the 
possession  of  ^ir  William  Vauz,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Vaux, 
esq.,  by  Maud,  the  other  sister  and  coheir  of  Sir  William  Lacy, 
above  mentioned. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Corbet,  in  the  8th  of  Edward  IV.,  married 

John  Tiptoft,  earl  of  Worcester,  who  being  a  firm  friend  to  the 

house  of  York,  was,   on  the  restoration  of  Henry  VI.,  in  the 

31st  year  of  that  reign,  beheaded  on  Tower  hill.     Ho  lefl  a  son, 
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«fao  died  in  the  reign  of  Richard  III.,  when  Elizabeth,  wulon- 
of  John  earl  of  Worceater,  after  his  death,  mariieU  Bir  William 
Stinley,  of  Holt  castle,  knight  of  the  Gaitsr,  and  second  son 
of  Tbomas  lord  Stanley,  who,  though  he  was,  as  well  as  hii 
hrotber,  iaatrmnental  in  placing  the  crown  on  the  bead  of 
tiory  VII,,  yet,  under  pretence  of  his  having  engaged  in  the 
coaipitacy  of  Perkin  Warbeck,  he  was,  in  the  10th  year  of  that 
nagD,  beheaded,  leavii^  his  widow  sorriving,  by  whom  he  had 
no  issne.  She  died  in  the  14th  year  of  that  reign,  pouessed  of 
■  awiety  of  the  manor  of  Newington  Luoiee,  held  of  the  king 
fcy  kught's  service. 

Upon  her  deathj  ber  moiety  of  this  manor  devolved  to  Sir 
Nicholas  Vanz,  grandson  of  Thomas,  by  Maud,  the  other 
dsDghter  and  coheir  of  Sir  William  Lucy,  who  poaseasing  the 
odier  moiety,  became  owner  of  the  entire  manor  of  Newingtoa 
Laciet.  He  bore  for  bis  arms,  Chequy,  argent  and  guUi  on  a 
tkewom,  anwre  three  roiei,  vert. 

Having  been  a  great  supporter  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  he 
received  many  marks  of  favor  from  Henry  VII.,  and  was,  by 
Henry  VIII.,  in  bis  I6th  yeu,  created  Lord  Vsux  baron  of 
Uarrowden,  in  Northamptonshiie.  Bis  eldest  son,  Thomas 
bed  Vanz.  conveyed  this  manor  to  trusteea,  who  passed  it  by 
ale  to  Sir  Rt^r  Cholmelay,  sergeant  at  law,  and  recorder  of 
LoDdon.  He  left  two  danghtcra  coheirs,  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Leonard  Beckwitb,  of  Selby,  in  Yorkshire;  and  Frances,  to 
George  Hervey,  and  secondly  to  Christopher  Kenn,  of  Somer- 
Klahire. 

The  latter  became  possessed  of  this  manor  in  right  of  his 
wife,  and  with  her,  levied  a  fine ;  soon  after  which,  thc^  passed 
itaway  to  one  Sead,  from  which  name  it  was  sold,  in  the  reign 
of  James  I.,  to  an  Osborne ;  and  thence  again  to  James  Pagitt, 
t«q.  of  Northamptonshire.  His  grandson,  JnsUnian  Pagitt, 
tsq.  of  Gray's  Inn,  married  Catherine,  one  of  the  daughters  of  . 
Dr.  Lewin,  and  sister  of  Sir  Justinian  Lewin,  of  Otterdeo,  who 
bote  fu  his  arms,  StMe,  a  erou,  mgnuled  argaU,  in  the  dexter 
furter,  an  escalop  of  the  second.  He,  together  with  Thomas 
Bedford,  gent,  of  Doctor's  Commons,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
tlieaated  the  estate,  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Newington, 
odierwiae  Newington  Lucies,  to  Rc^er  Jacson,  gent,  of  St> 
Hutia's  in  the  Fields,  who  died  in  1691,  leaving  it  by  will  to 
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bis  brother,  George  J&cson,  m.o.  of  Derby.  He  devised  it  in 
like  manner  to  bis  son,  George  JacsOD,  of  Sftffroa  Walden,  in 
Essex,  by  whom  it  was  alienated,  in  1712,  to  Mr.  Edward 
Pemberton,  of  Londoo.  His  two  sons,  Mr.  John  Pemberton, 
and  Henry,  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  professor  of  physio 
in  Gresham  college,  became  succeeaively  entitled  to  this  estate  j 
but,  both  dying  unmarried,  the  latter  by  will,  in  1791,  devised 
it  to  Mr.  Henry  Mills,  of  Rotfaerhithe,  who  bad  married  bia 
niece  and  heir  at  law. 

There  baa  not  been  any  coart  held  for  this  manor  withio 
memory.  The  manor  pound  was  still  standing  till  within  some 
years  back. 

There  is  a  borough  in  this  parish,  called  the  ionwgi  oflMciet, 
extending  over  this  manor,  the  borsholder  of  which  is  annually 
chosen  at  the  court  of  the  paramount  manor  of  Milton. 

FeotiMAL,  or  more  properly  Frogenkall,  is  an  estate  in  tbia 
parish,  lying  about  a  mile  southeastward  from  the  manor  of 
Lncies,  of  which  it  was  probably  once  scoountcd  a  part,  and 
appears  to  have  been  given  by  Richard  de  Lnoy,  about  the  reign 
(^  Henry  HI.,  to  William  de  Frogenhall,  vtboM  anoestors  were 
seated  at  Fn^enhall,  in  Tenham. 

He  gave  it  this  name,  and  transmitted  the  possession  of  the 
same  to  his  descendants,  one  of  whom,  Richard  Frogenhall, 
died  possessed  of  tbe  estate  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  from 
whom  it  descended  down  to  Thomas  Frogenhall,  who  died  under 
Henry  IV.,  without  issue  male.  From  him  the  property  paased 
by  Elizabetb,  one  of  bis  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  in  marriage, 
to  John  Northwood,  of  Northwood,  in  this  county,  which 
family  ending  in  two  daughters,  Joan,  the  youngest,  carried  the 
estate  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Norton,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Lynacre,  priest  and  physician  to 
that  monarch,  who  was  one  of  the  most  learned  of  the  profes- 
sion in  England,  or  perhaps  in  Europe,  and  esteemed  tbe  most 
aocomplished  scholar  of  his  age^  more  especially  for  bis  know- 
ledge of  the  two  learned  languages.  Be  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Canterbury,  in  1460,  and  descended  from  the  Lynacre's,  of 
Lynacre  hall,  in  Derbyshire.  He  died  possessed  of  the  pro- 
perty in  1624,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  before  the 
rood  of  the  north  door,  where  a  monument  was,  some  years 
after,  erected  to  his  memory,  by  Doctor .Caius.     By  his  will,  he 
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(teriied  thn  estate,  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the 
ftniKhng  and  eadowin^  three  physical  lectures,  to  be  called 
LifmKTt't  leeiures,  two  of  which  were  ro  be  held  in  the  Unirer- 
litrof  Oxrord,  and  one  in  that  of  Cambridge.  Those  in  the 
brmcr  were,  after  Bome  yean,'limited  to  Merton  college,  by  the 
nrriror  of  hk  trnsttm ;  and  Frognal,  as  well  as  Tracies,  ano- 
ibrr  estate  in  this  parish,  were  both  also  selUed,  in  1549,  on 
llut  college,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  laid  lectures, 
for  the  peiformance  of  which  trust,  the  warden  and  fellows  still 
caotmue  to  own  the  inheritance  of  these  estates. 

John  Trafibnl,  geat.  was  lessee  of  Prognels  uid  Tracies  in 
1649,  and  sold  bis  interest  therein  to  Iftcholas  Harlestone,  gent, 
of  Redriff,  who  died  in  1685 ;  the  rental  to  the  college  amounted 
to  tboQt  ^8  per  annam. 

SirERosB  was  formerly  accounted  a  manor,  though  even  the 
■sate  of  it  has  long  since  fallen  into  oblivion.  It  wae,  however, 
ctrtnaiy  situated  within  the  bonnds  of  this  pariah,  being  men- 
tioDcd  as  such  in  several  ancient  deeds. 

This  nHtDOr,  as  appeared  hy  an  old  ccort-roll,  in  the  reigns  of 
or  Edivard  III.  and  Richard  II.,  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
&aily  of  the  Beaufitz's,  which  possessed  estates  in  the  neigh- 
bsming  parish  of  QiUingham.  It  so  continued  down  to  John 
Bcaofitx,  who  died  in  the  13th  of  Henry  VI.,  and  by  one  of 
iriiose  danghters^nd  ooheira,  Joan,  it  went  in  marriage  to  Robert 
Arnold,  of  Sussex,  whose  descendant,  William  Arnold,  of 
Rochester,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  appears  to  have  passed 
itiway  to  Thonas  Knight.  His  son,  of  the  same  name,  was 
imfiristor  of  tha  property  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reig;n  of  Queen 
Btnabeft,  whose  descendant  alienated  it,  under  James  I. ,  to-one 
Qaldsmith,  as  b«  did  to  a  Barrow ;  whose  descendant  having 
■wttgaged  the  estate  to  Mr.  Alston,  of  London,  he,  in  the  reign 
of  Chartea  L,  oonreyed  his  interest  therein  to  Mr.  Lesle,  of 
LwdoQ.  He  afterwards  gained  pomeseion  of  it  under  that  title, 
ud  his  heirs,  though  frequently  interrupted  by  snits  at  law,  stit! 
MBtiBtied  to  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits,  bnt  the  transfer  of  their 
right  herein  wis,  from  time  (o  thne,  so  secretly  managed,  and 
the  very  mow  of  the  estate  so  carefully  concealed  from  every 
■^•iry,  that  we  have  not,  after  the  most  industrious  research. 
Wa  able  to  find  out  either  the  situation  of  this  obsolete  manor, 
ottheonners  of  it,  since  thoee  above  mentioned. 
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Tracibs  U  «n  estate  in  this  parish.  MtaateH  almost  adjoining 
the  south-west  corner  of  the  churchyard.  It  was  foroierly  ac- 
counted a  manor,  though  it  has  for  many  year*  lost  the  reputation 
of  ranking  as  such.  In  very  early  times  this  estate  was  in  the 
possession  of  persons  of  the  name  of  Tracy,  whence,  as  before 
observed,  it  acquired  that  appellation,  but  if  the  family  bore 
any  kindred  to  those  of  Devonshire  and  Qloucestershire,  we 
cannot  ascertain,  though  the  armorial  bearings  of  those  of 
Newington  strongly  rssemblcd  the  shield  borne  by  the  Tracy's, 
of  Qloucestershire.  Philipott  says,  that  the  Tracy's,  of  New- 
iogton,  bore  Argent,  twa  bend*  between  nine  aaUop  gutet  ,- 
and  those  of  Gloucestershire,  Or.  two  bars,  gulei  in  the  chief 
foinl,  an  esealop  tabU/  the  difference  of  the  colours,  and  the 
number  of  esc^opa,  being  only  a  distinction,  the  latter,  per- 
haps, having  been  the  younger  branch  of  the  family.  The 
above-mentionsd  arms  of  Tracy  were  originally  those  of  the 
elder  branoh,  barons  of  Sudely,  who  bore,  Or,  two  bendt  gules; 
to  which  William,  the  younger  brother  of  Ralph  lord  Sudely, 
sumaoied  Tracy,  as  above  mentioned,  added  the  eaeaiop,  by  way 
of  distinction. 

John  de  Tracy  was  possessed  of  Tracies,  in  Newington.  in  the 
reigns  of  Henry  III.  and  Edward  I.,  and  in  the  2€th  year  of 
the  latter,  Mai^ery,  late  wife  of  John  de  Tracy,  recovered, 
against  Sir  John  de  Northwood,  the  elder,  certain  lands  and 
rents  in  this  parish,  among  which,  those  of  Tracy's  were,  in  all 
likelihood,  included,  to  which  he  had  laid  claim. 

In  the  28th  of  Edward  III.,  Thomas,  son  of  Jam«  Tracy, 
died  possessed  of  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances  in  Newing- 
ton, by  the  service  of  finding,  together  with  the  manor  of  Lucy, 
one  man  and  one  horse,  with  a  sack  and  a  pack,  viz,  caoh  by 
the  moiety  of  the  said  service,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  king's 
kitchen  utensils,  (which,  we  suppose,  meant  the .  furniture  of 
the  king's  scullery,)  as  far  as  Wales,  during  the  wars  there,  as 
often  as  they  should  occur. 

Soon  afterwards,  this  family  became  extinct  here,  though  it 
appears  to  have  exiitted  elsewhere  in  the  county,  as  the  name  of 
IVess  or  Tresae  still  remaining,  we  may,  with  great  probability, 
conjecture  it  to  be  a  corruption,  by  length  of  time,  from  that 
of  Tracy.  If  such  be  the  fact,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Tresse's 
settled  for  many  years  at  Town  Mailing ;  while  Of  ham  might 
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b*  ft  branch  of  tbe  Tracy's,  of  Traoies,  in  Mewington,  before 
mentioaed  ;  aod  the  same  coat  of  arms  having  been  coniirmed 
bjr  Sir  William  Segar,  garter  at  arms,  to  Mr.  Francis  Tresse, 
gant.,  that  cireamataDce  further  corobor&tes  the  supposition. 

Thia  manor  afterwards  derolred  to  the  possession  of  the  family 
of  the  Savaga'a,  since  it  sppears.  by  tbe  escheat  rolls,  that  Sir 
Arnold  Savage,  of  Bobbing,  in  this  county,  died  possessed  of 
the  property  in  the  49th  of  Edwsrd  III. ,  holding  it  by  tbe  same 


From  the  above  period  it  had  the  same  owners  aa  tbe  manor  of 
Bobbing,  till  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Lewis  Clifford,  esq., 
sheriff  under  Henry  VI  I.,  who  alienated  this  manor  by  sale,  at  the 
beginning  of  tbe  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.,  to  Thomas  Lynacre,  who 
died  possessed  of  tbe  same,  and  bequeathed  it,  in  1624,  together 
with  Frognale,  for  the  endowment  of  physical  leutures,  as  before 
meotioned. 

Atinotoh  is  a  manor  in  Newington,  which  has  always  bad 
tbe  same  owners  as  that  of  Bobbing,  and  became  tbe  property 
of  William  Tyndale,  esq.  of  North  Corney,  in  Qloucestersbire. 

The  HAMoB  OF  WoRNEDALB,  Otherwise  fordei,  lyipg  in 
Ote  Mutbem  part  of  this  parish,  as  well  as  in  Stockbury  and 
Borden,  bad  formeriy  possessors  of  the  name  of  Woroedale,  for 
Richard  de  Wornedale  owntd  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  111., 
and  left  one  bod,  Thomas,  and  a  daughter,  Maud,  who,  on  her 
brother's  death,  unmarried,  became  bis  heir. 

In  later  times  it  was  possessed  by  the  family  of  Evp.  Henry 
Eve,  of  Edward's,  in  Liusted,  settled  it,  in  1675,  on  his  eldest 
■on,  Henry,  on  bis  marriage  with  Dorothy,  sister  of  Jame«  Ady, 
eaq.  of  Barbam;  and  their  son,  Henry,  sold  it  to  Sir  John  Banks, 
bart.  of  Aylesfo^d,  one  of  whose  danghters  and  coheirs,  Eliza- 
beth, maitying  Heneage  Fmch,  son  of  tbe  earl  of  Nottingham, 
be  became  in  her  right,  on  the  partition  of  her  father's  estates, 
••titled  to  the  property,  and  was  afterwards  created  earl  of 
Aylesford.  His  son,  Heneage.  second  earl  of  Aylesford,  becom- 
ing poeaessed  of  this  marior  on  the  death  of  bis  father,  alienated 
it.  in  1731,  to  his  next  brother,  the  Hon.  John  Finch,  who  mar- 
lied  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Savile,  esq.  of  Metbley  hall, 
in  Yoffkshite,  who  having  represented  tbe  town  of  Maidstone  in 
several  saoccBsive  Parliaments,  died  in  1740,  possessed  of  this 
aum»;  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  his  only  son,  Savile 

Tot.  IV.  ,  r 
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Finch,  Fsq.,  who  died  in  1788,  when  he  was  Buco«eded  by  his 
heirs. 

Cranbrookb  ia  a  manor  situated  at  s  small  distance  sooth- 
ward  from  Newington  street,  near  Chesley  streetand  Stockbury. 
It  was  formerly  part  of  the  posseseions  of  Sir  William  Brooke, 
knight  of  the  Bath,  son  of  George  Brooke,  third  son  of  William 
lord  Cobham.  He  died  about  1668,  leaving  four  daughters  his 
coheirs,  of  whom  Hill,  the  eldest,  married  Sir  William  Boothby, 
h^rt. ;  Pembroke  espoused  one  Mathew  Tomlinson,  esq. ;  Mar- 
[inret  was  united  to  Sir  Jolin  Denfaam  ;  and  Frances,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Whitmore,  k.b. 

Soon  after.  Sir  John  Denhnm  and  Mar^ret,  his  wife,  died, 
»nd  her  share  in  this  manor  descended  to  her  three  sisters  and 
their  husbands. 

It  was  subsequently  sold  to  Sir  John  Fag;z,  hurt.,  of  Weston, 
in  Sussex,  u  ho  died  possessed  of  it  in  17 15,  as  did  also  his  son, 
ini  1736,  It-aving  issue  one  son,  Robert,  and  four  daughters; 
one  of  whom  married  GawenNash,  esq.of  Petwofth,  in  Sussex; 
while  the  other,  in  second  marriuge,  became  the  wife  of  Sir 
Charles  Mathews  Goring,  bart.  of  that  county.  Sir  Robert 
Fagg,  bart.  succeeded  his  father  in  this  manor,  but  dying  in 
1740,  it  became  the  property  of  his  sisters,  of  whom,  Elizabeth, 
entitled  her  husband.  Sir  Chailes  Mathews,  to  the  possession  of 
the  same.  Their,  son,  Chnrlfs  Goring,  esq.,  sold  it  to  Edward 
Austen,  esq.  of  Rolling. 

KercoLE  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  lying  on  the  high  road, 
about  a  mile  eastward  of  Newington  street,  the  mansion  stand- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  close  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  which 
became  noted  for  the  Roman  remains  found  in  tlie  vicinity.  It 
formerly  belonged  to  Sir  John  Garrard,  knight  and  baronet,  and 
was  for  many  years  afterwards  possessed  by  the  family  of  the 
W estbrooke's,  of  Forest  hall,  tn  Essex. 

A  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Diggs's,  of  Barham,  'lA  this 
county,  was  for  several  generations  settled  in  this  parish,  to 
which  Odomarus  Dig^s,  younger  son  of  John  Diggs,  of  Barham, 
by  Juliana,  his  wife,  sister  and  heir  of  James  Home,  removed, 
berag  possessed  of  much  land  here,  and  in  the  neighbouring 
pttrishes.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  this  estate  was  in 
die  possession  of  Christopher  Diggs,  gent,  of  Barham. 

Th^  family  of  Holbrooke  was  possessed  of  lands  in  Newing^ton, 
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Me  of  whom,  Geoi^  Holbrooke,  reiided  here  in  the  T€ign  of 
Elinbeth,  and  his  dencendant,  Francis,  lies  interred  in  this 
cbuieh.  In  the  visitation  of  this  county,  a.d.  1619,  in  their 
pedigree,  the  arm*  were  Azure,  a  crost  or,  fretti/  of  Ike  fields 
betwecH  four  mulUtt  piercedo/the  first.  Bj^t  Edmondaon,  in 
bit  Heraldry,  says,  they  bore  a  chevron  between  ten  cross  crottkti; 
wfaieb  is  corroborated  by  the  gravestone  over  Francis  Holbrooke, 
beTore  mentioned;  wherein  are  the  effigies,  in  brass,  of  himself 
■ad  his  two  wives,  with  ten  children  behind  the  first  wife,  and 
ibree  in  rear  of  the  second.  On  one  shield  of  arms.  On  a 
theorott,  a  Hoa't  head  erased,  betaeen  ten  cross  crotsUtx;  on 
mother,  quarterly  first  and  fourth,  the  same  xrms  as  above  men> 
tioned;  second  and  third,  On  a  /est,  three  plates  between  three 
hrms'  heads,  erased  and  muzzled, 

John  Cobham,  otherwise  Brooke,  third  son  of  George  lord 
Cobbam,  and  brother  of  Sir  William  Brooke,  knight  of  the 
Garter  and  lord  Cobham,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
owned  much  land  in  this  parish,  and  dying  in  1694,  wa*  buried 
under  a  monument,  in  the  high  chancel  of  the  church.  He 
■arrted  Anne,  daughter  and  heir  of  a  Cobb,  and  widow  of  Sir 
John  Norton ;  she  died  in  1S80,  and  was  interred  near  her 
lecoDd  husband. 

NswiMCTOir  is  within  the  bcclbsiastioal  jurisdiction 
of  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  and  deanery  of  Sittingboume.  The 
cbuEch,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  handsome  building,  con- 
ntting  of  three  aisles  and  two  chancels,  with  a  square  beacon 
tower  at  the  west  end.  On  the  north  side  of  the  high  chancel 
it  the  lower  part  of  a  square  tower,  which  reaches  no  higher 
tlian  the  roofing  of  the  church,  where  it  has  a  fiat  covering. 
There  was  formerly  some  good  painted  glass  in  the  windows  of 
this  edifice,  and  among  others,  the  arms  of  the  Leyborne's, 
Azure,  six  lions  rampant,  three,  two,  andone,  argent;  those  also 
of  the  Nortbwood's,  of  Lucy,  as  well  with  the  crotsiets,  as 
without  them;  the  shield  of  the  Bnrwash's  ;  those  of  the  Di^^'a, 
mpaiing  Monin's  ;  also  of  the  Norton's,  impaling  Northwood  ; 
of  ifae  Bereeford's ;  the  Diggs's ;  the  Home's ;  the  arms  of  the 
Cinque  Ports ;  those  of  the  see  of  Canterbury ;  of  Ardibishops 
Becket  and  Warham;  of  the  Holbrooke'sj  and  of  the  Brookes's. 

In  the  soatfa  chancel  are  memorials  for  the  familiea  of  the 
Di^'s,   the  Holbrooke's,   the  Norton's,   and  the  Cobham's. 
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Against  tbe  north  vrnXl  of  this  ohanoel  is  a  monument  for  Joseph 
Hasted,  gent,  of  Chatham,  obt.  1732,  posseBied  of  a  good 
estate  in  this  parish  ;  and  in  a  vault  beneath  this  chancel  are 
the  remaiDB  of  their  only  son  and  heir,  Edward  Hasted,  esq.  of 
Uawley,  near  Dartford,  obt.  1740 ;  of  Anne,  his  only  daughter ; 
and  of  George  Hasied,  gent.,  obt.  1787,  third  son  of  the  editor 
of  the  History  of  the  County  of  Kent. 

Tbe  church  of  Ifewington  was  given,  in  tbe  36th  of  Henry  II., 
A,D.  1178,  to  the  abbey  of  Westwood,  otbernise  Lesnes,  in 
Erith,  founded  by  Richard  de  Lacy ;  which  gift  was  confirmed, 
among  other  poaeesBions  of  that  monastery,  by  King  John,  is 
the  7tb  year  of  his  reign. 

The  vicarage  was  valued  inthe  king's  hooks  at  £14  per  annum, 
the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  8.;  it  was  afterwards  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  £72,  the  communicants  being  236,  In 
1640  the  estimate  was  £70,  when  the  communicante  were  206. 

In  1821  there  were  103  dwellings  in  tbe  pariah  of  Newingtoo; 
and  ai  the  same  period,  when  the  last  ceosos  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow :  males  323,  femtlss  SOS,  making  a  tola!  of 
629  souls. 

BoBDEH  is  the  next  parish  eastward  from  Newington,  the 
name  of  which  appears  to  have  been  derived  from  tbe  Saxoo 
words  Burg,  and  deaa,  signifying  a  mansion  or  town  among  tha 
woods. 

This  parish  lies  nearly  midway  between  Newington  and 
Sittingbourne,  and  contains  about  1650  acres  of  land,  whereof 
200  are  wood.  Tbe  high  London  road  runs  along  the  north  side, 
whence  the  ground  rises,  southward,  for  about  a  mile,  leaving 
the  house  of  Cryals  at  about  half  that  distance,  to  Uie  village 
of  Borden,  through  which  there  is  very  littb  tharmf^fais- 
It  is  plainly  seen,  from  the  high  road,  enciroled  by  orchards  of 
fruit-trees,  with  the  church  and  Borden  hall  staadiog  witfaio  it; 
and  a  little  eastward,  is  the  vicarage,  a  neat  dwelling.  The  land 
about  the  village,  and  northward  of  the  same,  is  very  fertile,  being 
mostly  a  hazelly  mould  ;  tbe  plantations  of  fruit,  though  numei^ 
ous,  are  not  in  such  plenty  as  formerly,  for  baiog  worn  out,  no 
new  trees  were  planted  in  their  room,  wherefore  aeveral  lands 
have  been  converted  into  bop  grounds.     This  (nrt  of  the  parish. 
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tboagfa  it  may  osrtKinly.bt  dcened  ploRBSDt,  yc(  tbe  water  from 
tlte  mils  not  b«tng  good,  tb«  diatriot  is  not  thougbt  healthy-. 
Southward  of  the  villeg«  the  gronnd  etill  ri«s,  and  growa  hilly, 
the  land  bein^  poor  end  coveied  with  flint- itones  ]  howerer,  th* 
chalky  soil  r«od«n)  the  w«t«r  at  thia  part  more  wholesome. 
Aboot  half  B  mile  southivard  from  iha. Tillage  is  the  hoaae  of 
Sattoo  Bame;  and  at  a  Email  distance  eastward,  Wr«a>,  now 
called  RatDs  Farm,  and  a  ainall  hamlet,  called  Heart's  Delight. 
On  the  opposite  aide  from  Sutbon  Saroe  ia  the  hamlet  of  Wood, 
fonnerly  denominated  Hode  street,  situatsd  on.eleFated  groand ; 
eutward  from  whiiib  is  a  loog  tract  of  woodland,  wbereia  titers 
ii  great  plenty  of  ehesaut  stubs,  wheoce  thia  tract  is  aaually 
Laown  by  the  name  of  the  CbeBout  woods  They  extanddown 
the  side  of  the  hill,  to  the  Detling  road  and  the  western  boun* 
dary  of  tbe  parish. 

In  1^5.  Dr.  Plot,  when  siolung  a  cellar  at  Sutton  Barnt* 
diacOTerad  seteral  Roman  briclu,  with  their  edges  upwards, 
much  like  thoae  preriously  turned  up  at  the  snaient  Somam 
Sallomea,  near  ElUatre,  in  Middlesex;  and  near  Hode  street, 
abrmt  the  same  time,  was  found  a  very  ancient  British  ooin. 

In  the  fields  southward  of  the  village,  tbe  atones  asaume  a 
^bularforn,  wher^  tbare  am  Aunihers,  of  a  different  magnir 
tade;  bat  the  largekt  waa  ploifghcd  up  at  SutKn  Barne,  by 
Br.  Plot'a  tenant,  heii^  exactly  globular,  and  as  big  aa  the  iai^gaat 
eaonon-ball. 

In  1676.  Br. "niomaa Taylor  fouad,  in  Fridwoad,  in  this  pariah, 
banging  to  bifl  uacle.  Dr.  Plot,  4M  ooA,  which  bore  leaves 
ipeoliled  with  white;  a  aimihir  one,  Mr.  Bvdyn  informs  us,  in 
bis  diseoarse  <hi  forest  trees,  from  Dr.  Obildrey.  waa  found  in 
laabadroa  park,  in  Cornwall. 

Tht  juritdiclion  of  the  paramount  manor  of  MiUon  cinw» 
ever  thia  pariah;  Bubordioate  to  which  is  tub  handb  or 
Sdtton,  otherwise  ^Sutton  Barue,  aa  it  ia  corruptly  aow  called, 
it!  ancient  name  having  been  Svtlum  Baron,  which  addition  vat 
udoubtedly  derived  fmm  the  Bourt-baron  of  the  manpr  held 
for  thia  district.  1 1  U  situated  about  a  mile  southward  of  tbe 
fduut^  and  village  of  Boiden,  and,  in  the  reigo  of  Ricbartl  .U„ 
vaa  ID  tlte  psasewion  of  AngelvB  ChriBtopfasr.  vbo,  with  Mar- 
gvel.  bis  wife,  paawd  it  away,  to  the  1 7th  year  of  that  reign,  to 
Henry  Vanner.  citisan  of  London,  who  paid  them  lOQ  narks  of 
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■iWer,  for  (he  purcbue  of  the  property.  He  sold  it,  the  Mm« 
year,  to  John  Wotton,  clerk,  master  of  the  college  of  All  Stiats, 
in  Maidstone,  who  reserving  an  annual  rent  of  £10  from  the 
same,  for  the  terin  of  his  life,  conveyed  it,  in  the  10th  of  Henry 
IV.,  to  William  Bereford,  by  whom  it  was  alienated,  in  the  19th 
of  Henry  Vi.,  to  Mr.  John  Orangeman,  of  this  parish.  His 
BOD,  Nicholas,  of  that  name,  passed  it  away  to  Stephen  and 
John  Nurton,  one  of  whose  descendants,  Alezunder  Norton,  by 
wilt,  under  Philip  and  Mary,  devised  liis  estates  here  to  John 
Coty,  and-  Alice,  hia  wife ;  Thomas  Plot  and  his  wife ;  Thomas 
and  Alexander  Pettenden;  Norton  Greene;  Thomas  and  Edward 
Norton,  and  their  heirs,  who  being  much  at  variance  concerning 
the  distribution  of  this  property,  it  was  divided  according  to  the 
judgment  of  Ambrose  Gilberd  and  Rc^r  Manwood. 

But  the  manor  of  Sutton  Bame  being  extremely  difficult  to 
divide  among  so  many,  they  finally  agreed  to  pass  it  away  to 
William  Cromer,  esq.  and  John  Dryland;  the  former  of  whom, 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  sold  it,  together  with  a  wood  called 
Fridd  wood,  in  this  parish,  to  Mr.  Robert  Plot,  of  Borden,  one 
of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Alexander  Plot,  of  Stockbury,  in  which  parish 
his  anoestors  had  been  settled  in  the  reign  of  Edward  fV.i 
having  borne  for  their  arms.  Vert,  three  quartre-foih,  argent, 
each  charged  with  a  Uon'i  head,  erased  table.  His  great  grand- 
•oo,  of  tite  same  name,  resided  here,  and  made  oonsiderabte 
additions  to  this  seat. 

Dr.  Plot  was  born  here  in  1641,  and  became  a  most  learned 
antiquary  and  excellent  natural  historian,  whereof  his  accounts 
of  Oxfordshire  and  Staffordshire  are  existing  teEiimoniea. 
Having  been  educated  at  Oxford,  he  commenced  ll.d.,  and 
was  a  fellow,  and  afterwards  secretary  of  the  Royal  Society, 
bistorif^rapher  to  James  11.,  Mowbray  herald  extraordinary, 
and  Instly  register  of  the  court  of  Honour.  He  died  in  1696,  at 
Sutton  Barne,  and  was  baried  in  the  church  of  Borden,  whme  a 
handsome  monument  was  erected  to  his  me.itory. 

Dr.  Plot  left  two  sons,  Robert  and  Ralph,  of  Newiogtoii,  the 
eldest  inherited  this  manor,  and  at  his  death,  gave  it  by  will  to 
Mr.  John  Palmer,  who  had  married  his  only  daughter,  Rebecca. 
He  survived  her,  and  at  his  death,  devised  it  to  hia  second  wif« 
and  Mr.  John  Lucas,  of  Milton,  whose  respective  heirs,  about 
the  year  1767,  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  property  to  Abraham 
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Chtmberi,  Mq.  of  London,  who  for  •ome  time  resided  tt  SutUm 
Bum,  till  be  removed  to  Toiutall.  He  died  in  1782,  lexving  by. 
bia  wife  four  Bona  and  one  daughter,  Maria  Emiiy, .  who  after- 
«arda  became  jointly  entitled  to  thU  manor.  They,  after  some 
]Wan'  posseuioD,  made  a  divtaian  of  the  aame,  when  this  manor 
became  the  property  of  the  eldest  son,  Samuel  Cbambera,  esq. 
of  Tonstall,  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Hon. 
Philif)  Roper,  who  subsequently  owtwd  this  manor.  A  courU 
bsron  is  held  here. 

CaioLs,  otherwise  Kyriells,  with  an  appendage  to  the  same, 
called  Pajflet,  the  very  name  of  which  has  been  long  since  for- 
goiteo,  was  a  manor  here,  in  early  times  possessed  by  the  eminent 
hnily  of  the  Criol's,  from  which  it  assumed  the  same. 

Bertrain  de  Criol  died  possessed  of  the  estate  in  the  23d  of 
Edward  I.,  a.d.  1294,  whose  son,  John  de  Criol,  dying  in  the 
34th  year  of  that  reign,  his  sister,  married  to  Sir  Richard  de 
Kokesle,  became  bis  beir,  and  entitled  be«  husband  to  this 
oMUior. 

He  left  by  her  two  daughters,  hia  coheirs,  of  whom,  Agoes, 
the  eldest,  married  Thomas  de  Poyniogs,  who  in  her  right  po^ 
leased  the  same;  and  in  his  name  and  descendants  it  continued 
down  to  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  of  Dover  castle,  who  died  poa- 
leaaed  of  the  property  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VIII.,  not  only 
witliout  legitimnte  issue,  though  he  had  had  several  natural 
children,  but  without  any  collateral  kindred,  who  could  lay 
claim  to  hie  estates,  so  that  this  manor,  among  others,  became 
escheated  to  the  crown. 

Henry  VIII.  then  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 
who  recoDveyed  it  to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  other  lands;  after 
which,  it  seems  to  have  remained  vested  in  the  crown  till  the 
jtn  after  the  attainder  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  his  son,  when 
Qaeen  Mary  granted  it  to  his  widow,  to  hold  of  her,  aa  of  her 
BMDor  of  Qteenwich,  by  knight's  service,  and  not  io  capUe. 
This  grant  seems  only  to  have  been  for  the  term  of  her  life,  and 
tbatof  her  son,  George  Wyatt,  who  was  restored  in  blood  in  the  13th 
of  Queen  Elixabeth,  during  which  time  the  reversion  was  granted 
hj  King  Jamest  in  his  16th  year,  to  Thomas  Hooker,  esq.  and 
John  Speneer,  gent.,  who  joining  in  a  fine  levied  for  that  pur- 
pose, settled  it  on  the  heirs  of  Oeoige  Wyatt,  esq.  above  men- 
tioDsd.  He  died  possessed  of  it  iu  1624,  when  Francis  Wyatt, 
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CM),  of  Boxley  abbey,  his  eldut  son  and  b«ir,  aueceeded  lo  the 
posSMRion  of  this  estate.  He  wai  afWrwmrdB  knight^,  and 
joining  with  Lady  Margaret,  hia  wife,  eonveyed  it  by  sale  to  Mr. 
laaae  Seward,  gent. ;  from  which  Dame  it  went  into  that  of  the 
Baker's,  where  it  remained  till  carried  in  uuwriage  by  Jane 
Baker  to  James  Brewer,  of  West  Farleigh,  who  died  in  1724. 
He  leflt  en  only  daughter  and  heir,  Jane,  who  joined  with  her 
second  husband,  John  Sbrimpton,  ifi  the  conreyance  ctf  this 
property,  about  the  year  1750,  (o  Mr.  Robert  Wollet,  ot  Bheer- 
ness,  who  died  in  17fiO,  and  his  iafhnt  daughter,  Sarah,  after- 
wai<ds  marrying  Mr.  Thomas  March,  entitled  him  to  the  same. 
He  rebuilt  this  seat,  and  re&ided  there,  who  tiled  in  1797, 
leaving  one  son,  Mr.  Thomas  March,  who  subsequently  pot- 
iea&ed  this  estate. 

RosiBRB  is  a  small  manor  in  this  parish,  anciently  the  inhe- 
titance  of  a  family  of  that  name,  which  continued  owner*  of 
the  same  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  about  which  period  they 
were  extinct  here,  when  it  became  the  property  of  one  Woolgate, 
whose  seat  was  at  Woolgate,  now  called  Wilgatc  green,  in 
Throttley,  where  they  resided  fbr  tnany  generatione.  At  length 
it  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Ralph  Woolgate,  who  died  poa- 
sesBed  of  it  in  1643,  learing  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  who, 
uarrying  Mr.  William  Qennery,  entitled  him  to  the  fee  of  this 
manor,  with  other  estates  in  the  parish.  After  the  above  period 
it  was  sold  to  the  Grove's  of  Tunstall,  one  of  whom,  John  Grove, 
esq.  of  Tniietall,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1765,  leaving  by  Ca- 
therine, his  wife,  daughter  of  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Charing,  two  sons, 
Pearce  and  Richard,  and  a  daughter  Anne.  He  devised  this 
manor  to  his  second  son,  Richard  Orove,  esq.  of  the  Temple, 
London,  and  of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  who,  dying  un- 
married in  1793,  devised  it,  among  the  rest  of  bis  estates,  to 
William  Jemmet,  gent.  oFAshford,and  W.  Marshall,  of  London, 
who  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  same  to  W.  Wise,  gent,  of  this 
parish,  who  pOBBessed  this  manor,  with  that  of  Vigo,  otherwise 
Gorls,  adjoining. 

There  was  anciently  a  fbmily  which  took  its  name  from  the 
possessions  in  ^is  parish.  PHilip  de  Borden  is  mentioned  in 
the  chartulaiy  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Radigund,  as  having  given 
half  a  seam  of  peas  yearly,  from  hiB  manor  of  Borden,  to  that 
abbey ;  and  Osbert  de  Borden,  as  recorded  in  a  charter  of 
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Hary  III.,  and  another  of  Henry  IV.,  as  having^  gtren  pasture 
for  sixty  sbeep  to  tlie  monaBlery  of  St.  Sezburg,  in  the  isle  of 
Sbqiey. 

liere  is  a  hahlet  in  this  parish  called  Wood  street,  hat 
fcrmerly  Hoade,  or  Oade  $treet,  the  yoke  of  which,  in  1663,  wan 
bdd  by  William  Oenery,  already  mentioned. 

Tie  family  of  the  Allen's  was  of  some  note  in  Borden,  and 
raided  at  Hoad  or  Oade  street.  John  Allen  >lired  here  in  the 
bt^nning  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  then  held,  among  other 
pramises  in  this  parish,  the  yoke  of  Boxfield.  His  descendant, 
Min  Alien,  gent,  of  Oade  street,  died  in  1679,  and  was  bnried 
in  this  church.  *  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  a  chevron  between 
tkreebhodhoundi,  passant  sable,  collared  of  the  first,-  which 
CMtwaa  granted  to  Christopher  Allen,  by  Sir  William  Seg^ir. 
but.  The  Allen's  of  Rochester,  descended  of  the  same  stock, 
b»e,  party  per  fist,  a  pale  en^aiUd,  and  three  bloodhounds 
passant,  cotiared  and  counlereh  mged. 

A  younger  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Forster's,  of  E*eleigh, 
ia  Shropshire,  was  settled  at  Borden  in  the  reign  of  James  I., 
Thomas  Forster  then  residing  here ;  but  that  family  has  long 
bwD  extinct. 

lliomaB  Seagar  held  in  this  parish,  in  1653,  the^ole  of 
Corbett,  containing  a  bouse  called  Bansies,  and  other  lands  in 
tbii  parish  once  belonging  to  Thomas  Readar,  The  name  of 
Sctgar  remained  here  for  a  conaiderable  period,  one  of  the  de- 
Kadants  having  owned  a  house  in  this  parish,  called  Borden 
Ml,  or  Borden  court,  belonging  to  the  rectory,  of  which  some 
further  account  will  be  giveo. 

The  family  of  Napleton,  which  was  posaessed  of  good  estates 
b  many  parishes  of  this  county,  resided  here  for  some  genera- 
bou,  but  is  now  extinct. 

There  is  an  estate  Here  called  Wbens,  otherwise  Rains  farm, 
vhich  in  1664  was  held  of  Tunstall  manor,  by  Richard,  son  of 
Christopher  Allen,  from  which  name  it  passed  to  that  of  Mr. 
Botler  Lacy,  whose  daughters  afterwards  possessed  the  same. 

BoRDEK  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juRisnicTioN  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingboume.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  Saints  Peter  and  Paul,  is  a  handsome 
building,  consisting  of  three  aisles  and  three  chancels,  with  a 
Minare  tower  at  the  west  end.     It  is  built  chiefly  of  flints,  but, 
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M  ft  mark  of  ita  antiquity,  bu  a  Roman  brick  or  two  intenperaMt 
among  them,  the  mortar  being  oompoaed  of  cockle  shellg,  while 
it  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  this  steeple  is  a  chimney,  which 
appears  ooeral  with  the  foundation  of  the  atrncture.  The  door- 
case, on  the  western  side  of  the  steeple,  is  of  Saxon  arehitectnre. 
with  zigzag  ornaments,  as  is  also  that  on  the  oppoaite,  or  ioner 
side,  but  of  much  lai^r  dimensions,  the  whole  being  kept  ex- 
ceedingly  neat  and  clean.  In  the  high  chancel  is  a  brass  plate, 
and  the  effigies  of  William  Fordinall,  vicar,  <^iit  a.d.  1490. 
Several  of  the  family  of  the  Plot's  are  interred  in  the  south 
chancel,  and  among  others  in  this  church  are  monuments  for 
the  Seagar's,  the  Barrow's,  the  Napleton's,  and  the  Allen's. 

The  church  of  Borden  was  part  of  the  poBsessions  of  the  priory 
of  Leeds,  to  which  it  was  appropriated  before  the  8th  of 
Richard  II.  In  that  situation  it  continued  at  the  dissolution, 
in  the  Slat  of  Henry  VIH.,  when  it  was  surrendered  tothaking. 

The  vicarage  of  Borden  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
j^  10s.  the  yeariy  tenths  being  seventeen  shillingB,  and  it  was 
subsequently  estimated  at  £61  148.  Sir  John  Norton,  and 
Alice  his  wife,  gave  an  annuity  of  forty  shillings,  to  be  paid 
yearly,  out  of  the  parsonage,  to  the  vicar  of  Borden,  and  his 
aucceasors. 

In  1676  there  were  160  communicants,  and  in  1640  it  was 
valued  at  £80,  the  communicants  being  207. 

Part  of  the  portion  of  iHhes,  already  adverted  to  in  the  aC" 
count  of  the  parish  of  Stockbury,  called  Ambry  Tanton^  extend 
into  this  pariah. 

In  1821,  there  were  seventy-nine  dwellings  in  the  pariah  of 
Borden ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  waa  taken  by  order  of  Parhament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow :  mates  298,  females  362,  making 
a  total  of  650  souls. 

Tdnstall  lies  the  next  parish  eaatward  from  Borden,  usually 
called  by  the  common  people,  Dunttall,  a  name  by  which  it  18 
not  nnfrequently  described  in  ancient  deeds  and  writings,  being 
very  expressive  of  its  situation,  dun,  or  dune,  in  the  Saxon  lan- 
guage, signifying  a  hill,  and  tlealie.-  a  place.  Indeed,  this 
appears  to  have  been  its  original  name,  and  the  former  only 
inserted  by  mistake  in  Domesday  record,  as  the  Jforman 
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■ciibM  frequeDtly  roistook  tbe  pronunciation  of  their  Soiod 
iDronnere. 

Thii  parish  adjoins  Sittingboarne  northward,  whence  towards 
the  muth  it  rises  to  high  ground  among  the  bills,  and  to  a  chalky 
^rren  country,  covered  with  flints  ;  the  southern  and  eastern 
bouDdaries  eitending  along  the  woods,  those  in  the  latter  beine 
■till  called  from  tbe  former  owners,  Cromer  woods.  It  is  in 
cnmpass  about  five  miles,  and  contains  near  900  scree  of  land, 
•hereof  about  1 40  are  wood.  The  village,  with  tbe  church  and 
parsonage,  stands  neariyin  the  centre  of  the  parish,  and  close 
to  the  same  Tunstall  house,  which,  though  not  large,  has  ao 
(ppeorance  of  great  Tespectability.  At  no  great  distance  from 
Che  church  stood  the  unfinished  mansion  of  theCromer*8,.erected 
tt  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the  materials  having 
been  purchased  by  Sir  Rt^rt  Viner,  and  used  in  th?  building 
of  his  house  in  Lombard  street,  subsequently  converted  into  the 
old  General  Post-office.  Nothing  were  left  but  the  foundations 
>Bd  vaulted  cellars,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  the  ruins, 
which  for  many  years  became  the  rendezvous  of  thieves  and 
be^ars,  who  at  length  proved  so  great  a  nuisance  to  the  neigh- 
iMHtrhood,  that  these  vaults  were  blown  up,  to  prevent  their  be- 
coming tbe  future  resort  of  such  vagabonds.  At  the  east  end  of 
Tunstall  green  stands  the  house  built  for  the  son  of  Sir  John 
Hales,  during  his  minority,  at  tbe  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  who  afterwards  resided  there,  but  the  family  subse- 
qoeatly  i«moTed  to  St.  Stephen's,  when,  being  left  uninhabited 
(or  many  years,  in  the  time  of  tbe  late  Sir  John  Hales,  it  fell 
almost  to  mine,  but  was  subsequently  repaired  and  let. 

About  half  a  mile  southward  is  Orove  end,  the  habitation  of 
tbe  Cromer's,  now  only  a  farm-house,  but  where  the  manor 
ccart  of  Tunstall  is  still  kept ;  and  a  mile  southeastward  is 
Mr.  Chambers's  seat  at  Pislock,  situated  in  a  romantic  country, 
■hnost  surrounded  by  noods.  In  tbe  lower  part  of  the  parish, 
n*ar  Sittingbounie,  is  Gore  court,  the  bouse  of  which  was  re- 
built in  a  superb  style  by  Mr.  Harpur,  and  not  far  westward  is 
Upton  manor.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  parish,  and  more  es- 
pecially the  lower  part,  must  be  deemed  unhealthy,  both  as  to 
tir  and  water,  notwithstanding  which,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
taata  in  the  space  of  the  last  two  centuries  and  a  quarter,  has 
fawn  nearly  doubled,  as  in  1&&7  the  number  of  householders  was 


^niized  by  Google 


4*  HISTORY  OF  THE 

only  sixteen,  and  the  parishionera  sixty ;  since  which  it  appears 
they  have  bo  greatly  increased,  that  in  1767  there  were  twenty 
householders,  and  170  pariahioners. 

In  1738  several  hundred  broad  pieces  of  gold  were  dug  up  ia 
a  small  wood  near  the  ruins  before  mentioned.  They  were 
casually  discovered  by  a  boy,  but  the  person  who  gained  pos- 
session of  them  not  being  able  to  keep  the  secret,  was  after- 
wards compelled  to  surrender  624  of  those  pieces  to  the  crown, 
though  Sir  John  Hales  claimed  the  whole,  not  only  as  lord  of 
the  manor,  but  from  their  having  been  hidden  there  by  bis  an- 
cestor during  the  civil  war,  which  fact  was  remembered  by  a 
person  then  living,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  jewels, 
but  the  latter  were  searched  for  without  success. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Tunstall  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  Osward,  a  Saxon,  who  probably  continued  owner 
of  the  estate  until  the  great  change  of  properly  made  in  this 
kingdom  by  the  Conqueror,  who  gave  the  same  to  Odo,  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered 
in  the  record  of  Domesday.  Upon  the  disgrace  of  that  prelate, 
the  king  having  seized  his  lands,  Hugo  de  Port,  who  had  before 
held  the  manor  of  Tunstall  of  the  bishop,  became  immediate 
tenant  to  the  king  for  the  same  as  his  supreme  lord. 

or  this  family,  as  lords  paramount,  it  was  held  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  by  Mnnasser  Arsic,  who,  in  the  12th  ye^r  of  that 
prince  possessed  one  knight's  fee  of  the  old  feoffment  of  John, 
grandson  of  Hugh  de  Port.  His  grandson,  John  Arsic,  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  de  Vernon,  and  died  in  the  7th 
of  King  John,  leaving  Robert  de  Arsic,  bis  brother,  heir,  who 
nlienated  this  manor  to  Hubert  de  Burgh,  earl  of  Kent,  and 
lord  chief  justiciary  of  England,  a  man  as  eminent  as  he  was 
unfortunate,  and  who  tasted  the  vicissitudes  of  life  more  fre- 
quently than  any  other  person  perhaps  within  the  compass  of 
our  English  annals.  During  his  continuance  in  the  king's 
favor,  in  the  12th  of  Henry  III.,  he  obtained  a  confirmation 
from  that  monarch  of  this  manor,  among  others,  which  he  faad 
purchased  for  himself,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  sister  of  the  king 
of  Scotland. 

After  having  for  sixteen  years  undei^one  a'  variety  of  suffer- 
ings, and  being  quite  worn  out  with  troubles,  Hubert  de  Bnrgh 
WHS  at  length  permitted  to  enjoy  those  possessions  in  peace 
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mbkh  the  king  had  left  him.  He,  however,  survived  this  calm 
but  a  few  years,  and  died  at  BaoBted,  in  Surrey,  in  the  27th  of 

th«  above  reign,  a.s.  1340,  when  he  wa«  interred  in  the  church 
of  the  Friars  Preachers,  commonly  called  the  Black  Friars,  in 
dolboroe.  to  which  convent  he  had  been  a  munificent  bene- 
bctor. 

He  left  two  soni,  John  and  Hubert,  and  two  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  Margaret,  married  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Glou- 
cester. After  his  death,  Margaret  his  widow  possessed  this 
nanor  in  dower,  and  died  in  the  44th  of  Henry  III.,  when  her 
WD,  John  de  Burgo,  became  entitled  to  the  same,  who  after- 
"aids  obtained  a  charter  of  free  wairen  for  this  manor,  among 
others. 

He  did  notenjoy  the  title  of  earl  of  Kent,  which  seems  to  have 
•0  much  disgusted  him  that  he  attached  himself  to  the  confe- 
derated barons,  for  which  he  was  pardoned  by  the  general  paci- 
ficatioi)  entered  into  at  Kenilworth.  He  left  a  son  and  heir, 
John,  who  became  possessed  of  this  manor,  and  died  in  the  8th 
of  Edward  I.,  a.d.  1279,  leaving  three  daughters  his  coheirs,  of 
whom  Margaret  married  Stephen  de  Penchester,  and  entitled 
her  husband  to  the  possession  of  the  same. 

He  was  warden  oF  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  constable  of  Dover 
castle,  who,  during  the  same  year,  became  possessed  of  Tun- 
tull,  and  claimed  and  was  allowed  all  the  usual  privileges  of  a 
manor  for  that  estate.  He  resided  both  at  Allington  and 
Penshurst,  and,  dying  in  the  Slst  of  that  reign,  left  his  wife 
Margerie  surviving,  who  married  Robert  de  Orreby,  clerk, 
aod  died  in  the  2d  of  Edward  II.  By  the  latter  marriage  she 
left  one  son,  notwithstanding  which,  Joan,  wife  of  Henry  de 
Cobeham,  of  Rundale,  and  Alice,  married  to  John  de  Columbers, 
her  two  daughters  and  coheirs  by  her  first  husband.  Sir  Stephen 
de  Penchester,  inherited  this  manor. 

Alice  de  Columbers  died  about  the  7th  of  Edward  III.  poa- 
wssed  of  one  moiety  of  this  manor,  leaving  two  sons,  Sir  Philip 
At  Columbers,  and  Stephen ;  but  it  appears  that  some  time 
before  her  death  she  passed  away  ber  moiety  to  Sir  Henry  de 
Cobeham,  possessor  of  the  other  half,  who  thus  claimed  the 
estire  fee.  He  died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  leaving  one 
■on,  Stephen  de  Cobeham,  of  Rundall ;  and  id  the  7th  of  Ed- 
ward III.  Stephen  de  Cobeham,  of  Dunstalle,  claimed  in  his 
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Manor  of  TubBUll,  tumbrel  assize  of  brMd  tnd  *!•,  aodfret 
watren  in  att  bis  demesne  lands  within  th«  same,  aa  appears  by 
the  pleas  of  the  crown  for  that  year. 

His  son  John  appears  to  have  alienated  this  manor  to  Sir 
Walter  Manny,  who.  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.,  paid  aid  for  it 
as  one  knight's  fee.  •  Sir  Walter  -Manny  was  bum  an  alien,  and 
lord  of  the  town  of  that  name,  in  the  diocese  of  Cambray,  who 
rose  to  great  honours  and  preferments,  and,  on  account  of  his 
military  achievements,  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  three  chevroneh 
iablt,  as  they  were  painted  in  one  of  the  windows  of  this 
church. 

He  died  in  the  46th  year  of  the  above  reign,  and  was  buried 
in  the  monastery  of  the  Carthusians,  of  which  he  bad  laid  the 
foundation.  His  death  was  much  lamented  by  the  king  and 
the  nation  in  general,  and  his  obsequies  performed  with  great 
solemnity;  King  Edward,  and  all  his  children,  with  the  great 
prelates  and  barons  of  the  realm,  being  present  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

He  left  by  Margaret  Marshal,  countess  of  Norfolk,  and  lady 
of  Segrave,  as  she  then  styled  herself,  an  only  daughter  Anne, 
wife  of  John  de  Hastings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  possessed  this 
inanor  in  right  of  his  wife,  antf,  having  previously  gained  great 
reputation  for  his  valour  in  FranOe,  was  subsequently  constituted 
lieutenant  of  Aquitaine.  However,  having  been  unfortunately 
taken  priaoner  by  the  Spaniards,  at  the  siege  of  Rochelle,  he  was 
detained  in  Spain  for  some  years,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have 
been  poisoned,  as,  on  hia  rdease,  Jie  fell  sick  on  his  way  home, 
and  dying  before  he  reached  Calais,  in  the  49th  of  Edward  III., 
was  conveyed  to  England,  and  bnried  in  the  choir  of  the  Friars 
Preachers,  at  Hereford.  He  was  the  first  subject  who  bore  for 
his  arms  two  coats  quarterly,  viz.  first  Hastingi,  and  secondly 
Valence,  His  son  bore  four  coals  quarterly,  viz.  first  Bro- 
tkerton,  secondly  Hastings,  thirdly  faience,  and  fourth  as 
the  first. 

He  was  succeeded  in  this  manor  by  John,  his  only  son,  after- 
wards killed  at  a  tournament  at  Woodstock,  under  Richard  II., 
in  the  seventeenth  year  of  hi€  age,  being  a  youth  possessed  of 
a  noble  and  generous  disposition,  whose  death  was  much  la- 
mented by  the  court- 
He  had  some  years  previous,  although  so  young,  married 
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Philippa,  daogbter  of  Edmnnd  Mortimer,  earl  of  Marob.  by 
whom  be  left  no  iuae,  upon  which  Reginald  lord  Qrty,  of 
Rotbin,  waa  found  to  be  bU  next  of  kin,  and,  at  the  coronation 
of  Henry  IV.,  carried  the  great  golden  apara.  Being  aabae- 
ifMntiy  taken  priioner  in  Wales,  by  Owen  Qlendower,  he  was 
eompelled  to  obtain  the  king'a  licence  for  the  sale  ofaeveFai  of 
liii  manors,  in  order  to  pay  bis  ransom,  which  being  settled  for 
tbit  purpose  in  feoffees,  they  soon  afterwards  cODTeyed  this 
manor  to  John  Drue,  rector  of  Harpley,  and  John  Seymour,  of 
London,  wbb  sold  it  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  draper,  of  I^ndon, 
lod  lord  mayor  in  1413.  Ha  bore  for  bia  arms,  Argmt,  a  eheo- 
nm  engrailed,  be4weoH  three  cronmi,  table. 

He  naa  son  of  John  Cromer,  of  Aldenbam,  in  Herts.,  in  which 
coanty  there  was  a  manor  of  the  same  name,  but  whether  these 
Cromer's  had  any  connexion  with  it  we  do  not  find<  He  mar* 
rird  Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas 
Sqoerie,  of  Equeria's  court,  in  Westerham,  who  dying  in  1433* 
*!■  buried  on  the  south  side  of  the  eburch  of  St.  Martin's,  in 
London,  in  a  chapel  he  bad  there  caused  to  be  erected.  His 
widow  afterwards  married  Lord  Poyninga. 

He  was  succeeded  in  this  manor  by  his  son  and  heir,  William 
Cromer,  esq.  of  Tunstall,  sheriff  in  the  33d  of  the  above  reign, 
bat  fire  years  afterwards  he  was  put  to  death  by  the  rebel  Jack 
Cade,  being  beheaded  as  well  for  his  opposition  to  those  muti' 
seers,  aa  <m  account  of  bis  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  daughter 
tf  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  whom  they  had  also  massacred,  and 
irhose  b««ds  they  exposed  upon  London  bridge.  Elizabetli,  his 
wife,  suTtiving,  afterwards  married  Alexander  Iden,  esq.  of 
Westwell,  sheriff  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reigo,  who  slew  tho 
nbel.  Cade,  mnrderar  of  her  former  husband  and  father,  in 
whose  descendants,  resident  at  Tunstall,  this  manor  continued 
down  to  William  Cromer,  esq.  of  Tunstall.  He,  being  concerned 
in  the  rebdlion  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  under  Philip  and  Mary, 
wu  attainted,  and  this  manor,  among  the  rest  of  his  estates, 
foTfeited  to  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  he  was  restored  in 
Uood,  as  well  as  in  bis  possessiwis,  under  Queen  Elizabeth, 
after  wbicb  he  served  the  office  of  sheriff,  having  been  also 
iastice  of  the  peace,  and  knighted. 

Sir  William  Cromer  died  in  159S,  and  was  interred  among 
bis  aoccitors  in  tbis  church.     By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth, 
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daughter  of  Sir  John  de  Quldeford,  be  left  one  son,  Sir  James 
Cromer,  of  Tunstall,  sheriff  under  Jaaies  I,  He  neglected  the 
ancient  seat  of  the  Cromer's,  at  Grove  end,  in  this  parish,  aild 
{>egan  to  erect  another  about  a  mile  eastward  from  the  ancient 
mansion,  but,  dying  before  it  was  finished,  there  have  been  no 
remains  of  the  structure  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1613,  and 
was  buried  on  the  south  side  of  the  chauce)  of 'this  chnrcb, 
nbere  a  costly  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory,  bearing 
the  effigies  of  himself,  his  second  wife,  and  four  daughters. 

Upon  the  partition  of  the  estates  of  Sir  James  Cromer,  be- 
tween his  two  eurTiTing  daughters  and  coheirs,  the  manor  of- 
Tunstall  was  allotted  to  Christian,  the  youngest,  who  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  John  Hales,  esq.,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
knight  and  baronet,  of  Tenterden.  The  family  of  the  Hales's 
was  originally  seated  at  Hales  place,  in  Halden,  whence  they 
were  originally  called  At  Hale.  Nicholas  at  Hale  lived  there  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  and  left  two  sons.  Sir  Robert  Hales, 
prior  of  the  hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  lord 
treasurer;  and  Sir  Nicholas  de  Hales,  who  succeeded  to  his 
father's  estates  in  this  county.  His  son,  Thomas,  of  Hales 
place,  left  three  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom,  John,  was  ancestor  of 
the  Hales's,  of  this  county  ;  and  from  the  second  son,  descended 
those  of  Coventry,  in  Warwickshire,  and  of  Shetterfield  and 
Newland,  in  that  county,  which  two  latter  are  both  extinct. 
Jdhn  Hales,  above  mentioned,  the  eldest  soh,  was  of  Hales 
place,  whose  son,  Henry,  married  Julian,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Richard  Capel,  of  Tenderden,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  John 
and  Thomas,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a.m.  and  father  of  Sir 
Christopher  Hales,  attorney  general,  and  master  of  the  rolls,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.,  who  left  three  daughters  and  coheirs. 
John  Hales,  the  eldest  son,  was  one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer, seated  at  the  manor  of  the  Dongeon,  in  Canterbury,  and 
married  to  Isabella,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Stephen  Harvey,  by 
which  union  he  had  four  sons,  of  whom.  Sir  James,  the  eldest, 
succeeded  him  at  the  Dongeon.  That  branch  terminated  in  a 
female,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Charles.  II.;  Thomas,  the 
second  son,  was  of  Thanington,  whose  descendant,  Robert,  was 
created  a  baronet  in  lfi60,  and  ancestor  of  Sir  Philip  Hales, 
bart. ;  Edward,  the  third  son,  was  of  Tenterden ;  and  William, 
the  fourth,  of  Reculver  and  Nackington  ;  which  line  ended  in 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  « 

t  daughter   end   heir)    Margaret,    married    to    Roger   Man- 
vood. 

Edvard,  the  third  son,  ofTenterden,  lefl  two  sons ;  John,  the 
ddest,  was  of  the  same  place,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Robert  Home,  bishop  of  Wincbeater,  and  died ; 
Edward  was  of  Tenterden,  and  succeeded  hia  brother ;  and 
William,  the  third  son,  was  of  Chilbam.  Edward  Hales,  esq. 
of  Tenterden,  was  the  father  of  Sir  Edward,  created  a  baronet 
in  1611.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Deborah,  only  daugh- 
Irr  and  heir  of  Martin  Herlackenden,  esq.  of  Woodchurch,  by 
which  altiaoce  he  had  four  sons;  of  whom,  John,  the  eldest, 
Rianied  Christian,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir 
Jimes  Cromer,  as  before  mentioned,  and  in  her  right  became 
possessed  of  the  manor  of  Tunstall ;  and  Samuel,  the  youngest. 
Harried  to  Martha,  daughter  of  Stephen  Heronden,  who  left  an 
only  son,  Edward  Hales,  of  Chilston. 

Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart,  removed  his  seat  from  Tenterden  to 
Woodchurch,  in  which  parish  he  possessed  the  ancient  seat  of 
Herlackenden  in  right  of  hia  wife,  on  whose  death,  he  married 
Mutha,  daughter  of  Sir  Mathew  Carew,  the  elder,  relict  of  Sir 
James  Cromer,  by  whom  he  had  no  iasue,  and  dying  in  1654, 
was  buried  in  thia  church,  where  a  handsome  monument  is 
elected  to  his  memory,  presenting  his  effigy,  in  white  marble, 
Ifiagatfull  length. 

John  Hales,  esq.,  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward,  as  before 
mentioned,  was  afterwards  knighted,  but  died  during  the  life  of 
his  father,  in  1639,  leaving  a  son,  Edward,  then  about  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  succeeded  his  grandfather  in  title  and  estate, 
ID  1654,  but  being  most  zealously  attached  to  the  royal  cause, 
litked  his  fortune,  as  well  as  person,  in  support  of  that  unfoitu- 
nate  monarch,  Charles  1.;  by  which  meanb  he  ruined  the  former, 
and  was  obliged,  on  that  account,  to  abandon  his  native  country, 
to  which  he  never  afterwards  returned,  having  died  in  France 
won  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  He  married  Anne, 
youngest  of  the  four  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas  lord 
Wotton,  who  died  in  16M,  by  whom  be  bad  four  sons,  the  eldest. 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart.,  having,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
putchased  the  mansion  and  estate  of  St.  Stephen's,  near  Can- 
ttrbaiy,  where  his  descendants  afterwards  resided. 

He  was  in  high  favor  with  James  II.,  who  constituted  him  of 
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his  privy  council,  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Tower,  and  on 
his  leaving  Whitehall,  in  1688,  in  hopes  of  escaping  into  Prance, 
that  prince  took  with  him  only  three  persons,  one  of  whom  was 
Sir  Edward  Hales;  but  the  vessel  wherein  they  had  embarked 
being  discovered,  the  king  was  conducted  to  shore,  with  hia 
attendants,  when  Sir  Edward  Hales  being  well  known,  was  made 
prisoner,  and  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  Tower.  On  hia  release, 
he  went  immediately  to  France,  and  was  received  with  great 
marks  of  favor  by  King  James,  who  created  him  earl  of  Tenter- 
den  and  viscount  Tunslall.  He  died  there  in  1695,  and  was 
buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Sulpice,  in  Paris,  having  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Windebitnk,  of  Oxfordshire, 
who  died  before  him.  He  had  by  that  union  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters;  of  the  former,  Edward,  the  eldest,  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  in  Ireland,  and  buried  there,  when  John 
became  his  heir,  the  other  children  havint;  died. 

Sir  John  Hales,  hart. ,  his  eldest  surviving  son,  resided  at  bis 
seat  at  St.  Stephen's,  near  Canterbury,  where  he  died,  after 
several  years  seclusion,  in  1743,  having  been  twice  married; 
first,  to  Helen,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Bealing,  and  secondly, 
to  Helen,  daughter  of  Dadley  Bagnall,  esq. 

He  left  by  his  first  wife  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Frances, 
married  t^  George  Henry,  earl  of  Litchfield.  OF  the  sons, 
Edward,  the  eldest,  died  at  Canterbury  during  the  lifetime  of 
his  father,  in  1729,  and  was  buried  at  Tunstatl,  having  married 
the  relict  of  Captain  Bulstrude.  She  survived  him,  and  left  a 
son,  Edward,  who  succeeded  his  grandfather  in  title  and  estate ; 
and  John,  who  died.  By  his  second  wife  he  left  three  sons, 
James,  Alexander,  and  Philip,  all  of  whom  departed  this 
life. 

Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  succeeded  his  grandfather  in  title  and 
estate,  and  was  possessor  of  the  manor  of  Tunstall.  He  mar- 
ried, first,  Mabella,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John. Webb,  bart., 
who  died  in  1770,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Edward  Hales,  esq., 
who  married  a  daughter  of  Henry  Darell,  esq.  of  Calehill ;  and 
three  daughters,  Anne,  Elizabeth,  and  Barbara.  He  married, 
secondly,  Mrs.  Palmer,  of  Westminster,  widow,  by  whom  he 
had  no  issue.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules,  three  arrows  in  pale, 
or,  feathered  and  bearded  urgent.  A  couit-baron  is  held  for 
this  manor  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  manor  house  at  Grove 
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End.  It  eitends  into  the  parisheB  of  Bicknor,  Bredgar,  and 
BonJeo. 

UrxoH  ia  b  reputed  manor,  the  house  of  which  stands  at  the 
Dorthem  eztremit;  of  the  parish,  next  to  Sittingbourne,  and 
WM  anciently  'the  property  of  the  family  of  the  Shuriand's. 
Sir  Robert  de  Shurland,  of  Shurland,  in  Shepey,  possessed  if  in 
tbe  reign  of  Edward  I.,  having  attended  that  king  into  Scotland 
lotbeseigeof  Carlaverock,  where  he  was  knighted  ;  and  in  the 
29th  year  of  the  same  reign,  he  obtained  a  charter  ofji-ee  warreA 
for  his  manor  of  Ufton. 

He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  who  carried 
ibe  estate  in  marriage  to  William  de  Cheney,  afterwards  of 
Shurland,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  8th  of  Edward  HI. 
His  descendant,  Richard  Cheney,  of  Shurland,  left  issue  two 
tons,  William,  who  was  of  Shurland,  ancestor  of  the  lords  of 
Cheney;  and  Simon,  who  appears  to  have  inherited  the  miinor 
of  Ufton.  He  married  Eleonora,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
Nottingham,  of  Higham,  in  Milsted,  at  which  place  his  descend- 
ants resided.  The  Cheney's  bore  for  their  arms,  Ermine  on  a 
bend,  azure,  three  martlets,  or,  and  quartered  those  of  Shurland, 
Cnlle,  and  Nottingham.  They  continued  owners  of  this  manor 
till  John  Cheney,  esq.  of  Sittingbourne,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII,,  gave  it  in  marriage  with  bis  daughter,  Frances,  to  John 
Astley,  esq.  of  Norfolk,  only  son  of  Thomas  Astley,  esq.  of 
Hill  Morton  and  Melton  Constable  in  Norfolk.  He  left  a  son 
and  beir>  Isaac,  and  several  other  children,  but  gave  this  manor 
in  marriage,  with  his  eldest  daughter,  Bridget,  to  Walter  Kcr- 
lickraiden,  descended  from  those  of  Woodchurch,  and  bearing 
the  same  arms..  He  afterwards  resided  here,  and  in  his  descend- 
ants, resident  at  Uftoo  hall,  this  manor  continued  down  to 
Silvester  Herlackenden,  who,  about  the  year  1700.  conveyed  it 
bysale  to  Robert  We«t,  gent.  He  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs, 
of  whom,  Mary  married  John  Hyde,  esq.,  and  Elizabeth 
cspsused  Samuel  Hyde,  esq.,  when  the  latter  and  his  wife  dying, 
the  whole  of  thii  manor  became  vested  in  the  former,  John 
Hyde.  esq.  of  Blackheath,  who  had  two  sons,  West  and  John; 
the  eldest  of  whom.  West  Hyde,  esq.  afterwards  possessed  this 
property. 

GoRB  covBT  is  an  ancient  sent  in  this  parish,  about  half  a 
mile  distant  from  Ufton,  that  gave  name  to  the  family  which 
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posBessed  it,  called  in  old  writings  At  Gore.  Henry  At  Qore  held 
Gore  court  at  his  death,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  and  in  his 
descendants  it  continued  for  several  generations,  till  at  .last 
Jsmes  Gore  sold  it  to  Thomas  Roydon,  of  East  Peckham.  His 
son  sold  it  to  Mr,  Christopher  Wood,  descended  from  those  of 
Muston  manor,  in  llollingbourne  ;  and  his  son,  Mathew  Wood, 
possessed  it  on  his  decease,  as  did  his  son,  Henry.  Christopher 
Wood,  of  Gore  court,  son  of  the  latter,  in  1674,  alienated  it  to 
Charles  Seager,  of  Tunstall,  who  dying  in  1679,  left  three  sons, 
Charles,  Henry,  and  William  ;  and  a  daughter,  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  John  Nethersole,  of  Barham,  who  shared  this  estate 
among  them.  Of  the  eons,  Henry  died  unmarried,  and  William 
parted  with  his  interest  in  this  property  to  his  elder  brother, 
Charles  Seagar,  of  Borden,  who  joining  with  his  nister,  Jane 
Nethersole,  widow,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Gore,  in  1723,  to 
Edward  Mores  Clerk,  rector  of  this  parish,  descended  from  a 
good  family  of  Great  Coxwell,  in  Berkshire.  He  bore  for  his 
arms,  four  coats  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  Mores,  argent  on  a 
ft$i  couped,  gules  between  three  keatkcocks.  gules,  a  garb  or; 
second  and  third,  Jiowe,  gules  a  quarlre-foU,  or.  He  died  pos- 
sessed  of  the  estate  in  1740,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  only 
son,  Edward  Rowe  Mores,  of  Low  Layton,  Essex,  m.a.  and 
F.R.s.  Thisgentlemanpablishedseveraltracts  upon  antiquity  and 
other  subjects,  and  left  numerous  mss.  unpublished,  among 
which  was  the  history  of  this  parish,  afterwards  printedby  Mr, 
Nicholls.  He  died  in  1778,  previous  to  which  he  alienated  this 
estate  to  Mr.  Charles  Stanley,  who  afterwards  resided  here;  and 
died  in  1791,  when  his  heirs  sold  the  property  to  Gabriel  Harper, 
'esq.,  who  rebuilt  this  seat  at  a  great  expense,  and  served  the 
office  of  sheriff  in  1795. 

PiTSTocK,  usually  called  Pistock,  is  a  small  manor  situated 
in  the  south-east  part  of  this  parish,  adjoiiung  to  Rodmersham, 
which  name  has  been  for  some  yeari^  changed  to  that  of  Wood- 
stock, as  the  sound  of  Pistock  was  disapproved. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  this  manor  was  in  the  possession 
of  William  Robesart,  of  Minster,  in  Shepey,  who  by  will,  under 
Henry  VII.,  devised  it  to  Cicelie,  his  wife,  for  her  life,  and 
afterwards,  to  the  Benedictine  nunnery  of  Minster,  in  Sbepey, 
for  the  use  of  ^a  solemn  oAtV,  and  other  services.  It  continued 
part  of  the  possessions  of  that  institution  till  the  general  disso- 
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lution  of  religious  houses,  under  Henry  VIII..  wben  becoming 
TEited  in  the  crown,  the  king  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney, 
to  hold  in  captle,  by  knight's  service.  His  son  and  heir,  Henry 
Cheney,  esq.  of  Todington,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  alienated 
litis  manor  of  Pistock,  and  the  vitoods,  with,  a  parcel,  called 
Hyocbyny  wood,  to  Richard  Thornhill,  citizen  and  grocer  of 
London,  whose  son  and  heir.  Samuel,  devised  it  to  his  heir.  Sir 
John  Thornhill,  of  Bromley.  His  descendant,  Charles,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I  [.,  sold  it  to  Mr.  James  Tong ;  in  which  name 
it  continued  till  Gold  to  one  Hayter,  who  passed  it  away  by  sale 
to  Abraham  Chambers,  of  Bicknor.-  He  built  a  new  seat  on 
ibii  manor,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  old  house,  in  which  he 
afterwards  resided  till  his  removal  to  Totteridge,  in  Herts.  He 
died  in  1782,  leaving  four  eons,  Samuel,  Abraham,  Henry  James, 
and  William ;  and  one  daughter,  Anne  Maria  Emily,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Foley;  when  upon  the  division  of  his  estates,  this 
manor  became  the  sole  property  of  his  eldest  son,  Samuel 
Chambers,  esq.  who  resided  there. 

TmsTALL  HOUSE  IS  a  seat  in  this  parish,  situated  at  a  small 
distance  from  the  church,  which  was  for  several  generations  the 
property  and  residence  of  the  family  of  the  Grove's.  It  waa, 
most  probably,  built  by  Mr.  John  Grove,  gent.,  steward  to  Sir 
Edward  Hales,  bart.  who  resided  and  died  here  in  1678,  as  did 
his  grandson,  John,  in  1755  ;  both  of  whom  were  buried  in  this 
charcb,  having  borne  for  their  arms.  Ermine  on  -a  chevron,  gulet, 
three  tMcalopi  argent.  The  Utter  led  by  his  wife  two  sons, 
Pearce  and  Richard ;  and  a  daughter,  Anne.  His  two  sona, 
Pearce  and  Richard  Groves,  esq.,  became  entitled  to  this  seat, 
u  heirs  in  gaoelkind,  and  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  same  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Bland,  vicar  of  Sittingbourne,  who  died  possessed 
of  it  in  1776.  He  left  by  Mary  his  wife  three  sons,  Richard, 
Thomas,  and  William ;  and  two  daughters.  His  widow  sur- 
med  him,  and  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  1780,  on  which 
it  went  to  their  eldest  son,  the  Rev.  Ricliard  Bland,  who  dying 
ia  1794,  this  mansion  was  converted  into  a  boarding  school  for 
jFOung  ladies. 

TuNSTALL  ■«  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocete  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
cbarch,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  consists  of  three 
■isles  and  a  chancel,  (o  which  has  been  added  a  small  chapel. 
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on  the  north  side.      It  has  a  tower  steeple  at  the  west  end^ 

wherein  there  is  a  peal  of  five  belU. 

In  the  windows  are  several  coats  of  arms,  commemoratire  of 
the  Cromer's,  quartering  Squerie,  and  empaling  several  mar- 
riages, but  much  deraced.  In  this  church  was  the  burial-place 
of  the  family  of  the  Cromer's,  as  it  still  remains  of  that  of  the 
Hales's.  Here  is  a  monument  and  effigies  for  Sir  James  Cromer; 
and  another  elegant  tomb  for  Sir  Edward  Hales,  first  baronet  of 
that  name,  under  the  date  1654.  An  altar  tomb  of  white 
alabaster,  but  without  inscription,  adorns  this  building,  most 
probably  raised  for  one  of  the  Cromer's;  another  monument, 
with  elBgies,  for  Robert  Cheek,  d.d.,  1647 ;  and  a  cenotaph, 
with  a  bust,  for  Edward  Mores,  a.d.  1740,  both  rectors.  Here 
is  also  a  tomb  for  John  Grove,  esq.,  1755;  and,  among  many 
others,  memorials  for  several  of  the  Cromer's,  as  well  as  Mar- 
garet Rycel,  a.d.  1496;  also  a  brass  plate  for  Sir  John  Guildford, 
1595;  and  another,  with  his  effigies  in  brass,  for  Radulf  Wolf, 
rector,  under  the  date  1525. 

This  rectory  was  formerly  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  so 
continued  till  Hubert  earl  of  Kent  gave  it,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.,  to  Richard  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  same  having 
been  confirmed  by  Henry  III.,  in  his  13th  year,  when  it  remained 
part  of  the  possessions  of  that  see. 

'  In  155t  it  was  estimated  at  £14,  the  parishioners  being  sixty, 
and  the  famities  amounting  to  sixteen.  It  was  valued  in  the 
king's  books  at  £14  8  4,  the  yearly  tehths  being  £1  8  10. 
In  1640  the  estimation  Was  £60,  the  communicants  forty-eight; 
and  in  1740,  £105,  there  having  been  about  nine  acres  of  glebe 
land  belonging  to  this  living. 

In  1821  there  were  twenty-six  dweUings  in  the  parish  of 
Tunstall;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  75,  females  85,  making  a 
total  of  160  souls. 

Bredgar,  or  Bradgare,  as  it  was  sometimes  spelt,  is  the 
next  parish  from  Tunstall.  Although  the  road  from  Sitting- 
bourne  to  Hullingbourne  hill,  and  thence  to  Maidstone,  passes 
through  this  parish  and  village  of  Bredgar,  it  is  rather  ain  Un-' 
frequented  fJace,  lying  obscure  atnong  the  hills,  and  bounding 
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(•ttinird  to  the  woods.  It  contains  nearly  1300  acres  of  land, 
vbcreof  100  are  woodlands ;  the  village,  which  stands  on  high 
groand,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  paEisb,  having  the  church 
and  college  or  chantry  therein.  It  is  a  healthy  and  not  unplea< 
iSDt  situation,  beiog  mostly  sarromided  by  pasture  grounds ;  but 
the  remaining  part.of  the  parish, is  very  billy,  the  soil  poor  and 
chalky,  and  much  covered  with  flints,  presenting,  upon  the 
vbole.  a  dreary  situation.  At  the  entrance  of  .the  village  there 
is  a  good  house,  inhabited  for  many  years  by  the  family  of  the 
Bealea's,  the  last  of  whom,  Mr.  John  Beate,  of  Bredgar,  dying 
b  17S9,  gave  it  among  his  relations,  when  the  house  became  the 
property  of  bis  sister's  con,  Mr.  Pattison.  A  little  distance 
kence  is  a  Bio4ern-front«d  house,  which  belonged  to  the  Rev. 
Hr.  Marsh,  rector  of  Bicknor,  who  resided  there, 

Thb  pabahodnt  hamob  of  Milton  claims  over  this 
parish,  as  do  also  the  iubordinate  manors  of  Tunttall  and 
Bobbaig  over  some  portion  of  the  same. 

It  appears  from  ancient  records  that  there  was  a  family  resi- 
dent in  this  parish  which  tbence  derived  its  name.  Robert  de 
Bredgar  resided  here  under  Henry  III.,  whose  name  appears  in 
aa  ancient  roll  of  the  benefactors  to  the  monastery  of  Daving- 
too ;  he  bore  for  bis  arms.  Argent,  a  bend  gulet,  fretty  oMure 
between  two  lions  rampant  of  the  second;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Kfcbard  II.,  Robert  de  Bredgar,  clerk  and  parson  of  this  parish, 
rooaded  a.  chantry  or  college  in  the  church  here,  as  will  be 
fnrlher  mentioned. 

Bexok,  or  Baxton,  is  a  manor  situated  in  the  southern  part 
of  this  parish,  that  confers  its  name  both  to  a  borough  and  street 
therein.  It  was  anciently  in  the  possession  of  a  family  which 
thence  asaumed  its  surname,  one  of  whom,  John  de  Bexon,  was 
resident  there  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  II.  and  III.,  whose  effi- 
gies were  formerly  painted  in  one  of  the  windows  of  this  church, 
with  a  ecroU  beneath.  In  the  following  reign,  however,  of 
Richard  II.,  this  manor  had  become  the  property  of  the  family 
of  the  Tong's,  which  was  of  some  account  in  different  parta  of 
East  Kent,  as  well  as  in  this  neighbourhood ;  as  it  appears,  from 
uui«  ancient  deeds,  that  Semanus  de  Tong,  in  the  16tb  year  of 
that  reign,  was  tenant  to  the  Maisou  Dleu,  in  Ospringe,  for 
lands  at  Lorinden,  in  Cballock,  who  sealed  with  a  bend  cotixed, 
"gent,  between  six  martlets,  gules.     In  that  name  this  extate 
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continued  down  to  John  Tong,  gent.,  who,  ahowt  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Feame, 
who  bore  Tor  his  arms  Per  bend,  gules  and  or^  two  leopards^  heads 
counterckanged.  One  of  his  descendants,  Mr.  John  Fearne, 
passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Mr.  Thomas  Best,  of  Chatham,  whose 
grandson,  Thomas  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston,  dying  in  1795,  gave 
it  by  will,  among  his  other  estates,  to  his  youngest  nephev, 
George  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston,  who  afterwards  possessed  the 

SwASTON  COURT,  DOW  generally  called  Swan  court,  is  also 
a  manor  in  the  southern  part  of  this  parish,  adjoining  to  Bicknor, 
which  was  formerly  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  eminent  family 
of  the  Leybome's,  of  Leyborne,  in  this  county.  In  that  line  it 
continued  till  Juliana,  daughter  of  Thomas,  and  heir  of  her 
grandfather,  William  de  Leyborne,  dying  without  issue  by  any 
of  her  husbands,  this  estate,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  HI.,  became 
escheated  to  the  crown,  and  so  remained  till  the  king,  in  his 
60th  year,  granted  it  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  Grace's,  on 
Tower  hill,  then  founded  by  him  ;  part  of  the  possessions 
whereof  it  remained  till  the  dissolution  of  that  monastery,  in 
the  30th  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  surrendered  to  the 
king. 

Soon  after  the  above  period,  that  prince  granted  the  manor 
to  Ralph  Fane,  esq,,  who  parted  with  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt; 
and  be  passed  it  to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  other  premises. 
This  manor  thus  devolving  again  to  the  king's  hands,  he  granted 
it,  in  his  38th  year,  to  Christopher  Sampson,  esq,,  to  hold  in 
capite,  by  knight's  service,  who,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  VI., 
alienated  it  to  Thomas  Reader,  yeoman,  of  Bredgar;  and  he 
having  levied  a  fine  in  the  16th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards 
sold  it  to  William  Terry.  The  latter,  in  the  reign  of  King 
James  I.,  partly  by  sale,  and  partly  on  account  of  alliance, 
settled  this  property  upon  Mr.  William  Aldersey,  descended  from 
an  ancient  family  of  that  name  establiGhed  at  Aldersey,  in 
Cheshire,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules  on  a  bend,  argent,  three 
leopards'  heads,  vert,  between  two  cinque-foils,  ort  in  chief,  a 
crescent  within  a  crescent,  for  difference.  He  married  Thomasine, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Roger  Terry  ;  and  their  descendants  continued 
to  reside  here,  till  at  length  Hugh  Aldersey,  esq.  dying  in  [7fi2. 
his  heirs  at  law  alienated  it,  about  the  year  1767,  to  John  Toke, 
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tfq.  Iat«  of  Goddington,  in  Great  Oliart,  but  ftfunrardi  of 
-Cutttrtmiy. 

AIanbs  it  *n  ettata  ia  this  parish,  fonnerly  aeoounted  a 
miDBr,  which  took  its  name  from  a  family  that  was  possessed  of 
this  estate.  One  of  the  lins,  John  Mann,  died  powessed  of  it' 
in  the  fiOth  of  Edward  III.,  when  it  was  found,  by  inquisition, 
tbat  he  held  it  of  the  king,  tn  capile,  by  knight's  serrioe,  and 
tint  Joan  was  his  daughter  and  next  heir.  How  it  then  passed 
we  have  not  found,  bat  the  next  who  possessed  the  estate  was 
tbe  family  of  the  Isley's.  one  of  whom,  Thomas  Isley,  proprietor 
of  this  nanor,  left  five  daughters  and  coheirs,  viz.  Mary,  mar« 
rird  to  Francis  Spelman;  Frances,  to  William  Boysi  esq.; 
Ehtabeth,  to  Aulhony  Mason,  eaq.;  Anne,  to  George  DelTes, 
«q.;  and  Jane,  to  Francis  Haute,  esq.  After  which,  Franois 
Spelman  and  Mary,  his  wife,  in  1583,  alienated  their. fifth  part 
to  Robert  and  Thomas  Whytfield,  and  their  heirs  male. 

In  the  reign  of  James  1.,  Willism  Hales,  esq.  of  Nackington, 
was  posaeased  of  the  prineipal  messuage,  Oallad  Manns,  with 
the  lands  bekmging  thereto ;  and  in  1640,  with  his  son,  William 
Hslfs,  the  yoaager,  he  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Thomas 
Godfrey,  the  younger,  of  Lid.  .  He  then  disposed  of  the  estate 
to  one  Clerice,  whose  family  had  possessed  lands  here  some  tine 
previous,  as  Humphrey  Clarke,  otherwise  Woodcboreh,  esq.  of 
Bredgar,  grandaon  of-  Hmnphtey  Clarke,  of  Kingsooth,  resided 
here  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  He  dying  in  1608,  was  buried  in 
the  horth  aiste  of  this  church,  having  borne  for  hia  arms,  Ptilf, 
iKwy  of  six  yieres,  ermine  and  gules.  He  alienated  the  pro- 
perty to  one  Re&der;  in  whoae  desoendanta  it  continued  down  to 
Mr.  John  Reader,  who  died  possessed  of  it;  and  his  heir  at  l.tw 
ahenated  it  to  Mr.  James  Chapman,  gent,  of  Milton,  youngest 
son  of  Edward  Cbapniao,  esq.  of  Molash;  whose  grandson, 
James,  afterwards  poeseaaed  the  same. 

In  the  16th  of  Richard  11.,  Robert  de  Bradgare,  rector  of 
this  church,  John  Burbache,  and  others,  foaaded,  wi^  the  kingfi 
hocnoe,  achantst  or  shali,  collbrb  in  the  church  of  Bred* 
fiar,  in  htmour  of  the  Holy  Trinity ;  the  sane  having  conaieted  of 
'  •  chafdsin,  or  secular  priest  in  holy  orders,  and  two  scholar 
«l«ks,  or  oonfreeis,  who  were  to  govern  it,  and  celebrate  divine 
ofioeeeoattMia%,  excepting  at  those  tioMa  when  the  scbohwa 
Vol.  IV.  1 
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shonld  be  employed  at  tfaeir  jitadwa.    They  endowed  it  with- 

di0erent  honaes,  rents,  and  lands,  in  this  and  the  adjoining' 
parisbes,  to. hold  to  them  and  theic  sucoeBsore  for  ever;  and  in 
1396.  the  Bbove-mentioned  Kobert  de  Bradgaie,  with  the  coiw. 
eeiit  of  Aichbishop  Arundel,  who  then  confirottd  this  ToHoda* 
tion,  gave  to  them,  under  his  seal,  rules  and  atatutea  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  establishinent.  At  the  above  period,- 
there  sceniB  to  have  been  a  building  erected,  called  the  Coilegf, 
for  the  residenoe  of  tiie  persona  so  employed,  the  edifice  4a 
question  having  adjoined  the  church  of  Bredgar. 
-  In  that  state  the  chantry  or  hospital  continued  till  ihe  reign 
Qf  Henry  VIH,,  when  .it  was  sutrendered,  with  aU  its  posaes- 
qions,  to  the  king.  Soon  after,  the  site,  by  the  name  of  the 
cAan(r^-Aetueq/'firedg-ar,with sundry  premises  belonging  thereto, 
in  BredgBr,.Borden,  and  Bicknor,  were  grajited  by  the  king  to 
George  Harpur,  esq.,  who  exchanged  tliem  with  that  oioQtfrcti 
for  different  estates  in  this  and  other  .aountiea.  After  the  last- 
mentioned  period,  they  eeem  to  have  remained  in  the  bands  of 
the  crown  till  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  Sd  year,  having  taken  to 
brreelf  several  manors  and  lands,  parcels  of  the  see  of  Canter- 
bury, by  letters  patent  that  year,  granted  to  Archbishop  Parker 
and  his  succesnora,  several  rectories,  parsonagea,  and  other  prc^ 
mises,  in  lien  of  the  same,  among  which  wasthia  dissolved  col- 
lege of  Bredgar,  then  valued  at  £12  6  8.  :  From  that  tine  it 
has  continued  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  archlHshopric,  the 
tenths,. payable  to  the  crown  receiver  from  tfiis  dissolved  obuitry 
having  been  £1.17  7). 

.  William  Sbetman,  esq.  was  the  lessee  in  1643,  at  an  annual 
rent  of-  £13  6  8;  and  after  him,  Edward  Jeflry,  wbo  new 
fronted  and  much  improved  the  chantry-bouse,  wherein  he  after' 
yrarda.reaided. 

Bbedgab  is  within  the  ecolbsiastical  jubisdiotion  of 
the  dioctte  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittlngbourne.  <The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the- Baptist,  conaista  of  three 
aisles  and  one-  chancel,  and  has  a  square  beacomtower  at  the 
west  end.  On  the  western  side  of  the  tower  ia  a  fine  Saxeo 
doorcase,  with  zigzag  ornaments ;  and  on  the  .capitals  oi 
the. ..pillars  are  oarved  two  heads,  of  a  very  ladioraus 
descilption.    By  tbe  injudicious  dicing  of  a  vault  Gip  Mrai 
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HurtoK,  of  this  pambt  in  1191,  two  of-die  oolamns  gave  way, 
•nd  tin  'Rifem  ^arcb  between  tb«  bod;  and  cboncet  oaue  dnWD, 
wbiefa  damsfe  wan.  however,  eubs^aently  repaiied. 

In  this  dior^  are  wveral  menarialB  fbr  the  Tool's  and  tbt 
Fearae's,  of  Bexon,  particularly  for  John. Feame,  under  the 
date  1713.  In  the  north  aiale  is  a  monument  for  Humphrey 
Claike,  otlierwite  Wooilcban^t  saq.,  obiit  1608 ;  there  are  also 
Memorials  Sot  the  Aldersay's,  of  SwkDton,  anon);  whiefa  is  a 
tomb  for  HitghrAlderasy,  a.d;  1762.  and  Mary  Thorston,  hit 
irife.  At  tbe  eaaC  end  ef  the  ohutchy«rd  are  several  grare- 
atcMwa,  cammemomtiTe  of  the  Beale'e  and  the  ThUnton's;  and 
a  very  anci«rt  tcnb,  near  the  south  pordt,  whereon  was  6aet 
an  effigy,  in  braas,  while  on  tbe  east  extremity  of  tbe  atone  is  A 
cross  carrad  in  idiaf. 

Henry  III.  gar*  this  •truoture,  in  pure  and  perpetaal  alttis; 
to  the  le|»OBe  women  of  tbe  hospitd  ef  St.  James's,  at  the  end 
of  Wiodieapt  nea^  Canterbury,  in  onUr  that  Mr.  Firman,  tfaetl 
onater,  aboald  e^joy  It  fbr  bia  life ;  but  there  wU  no'  vicartige 
oidowed  tberain,  till  Anbbiahop  CouttlMfy.  in  tbe  retgn  of 
Biebaad  II.,  instituted  one  for  that  purpoae, 

AAer  tbe  above  period,  tfais  oburch  appropriate,  as  well  aa  thfa 
advowsOB,  continued  part  of  the  posaeisiona  of  tbe  boepita)  tiH 
it  was  surrendered,  in  1651,  under  Edward  VI.,  at-whioh  timt 
there  appeared  to  be  a  manor,  called  PilChkr  or  Filter, 
beloagiog  to  the  rectory  of  Bredgar  appropriate ;  all  which, 
together  with  the  adrowson,  seem  to  have  remained  in  the  hands 
of  tbe-  oiown  till  Qoaea  Blisabeth  granted  them  to  Thomaa 
Reackr,  who  poaaessed  tbam  in  1676.  He  afterwards  sold  them 
to  Mr.  William  Terry,  who,  in  tbe  reign  of  James  I.,  pasaed 
tbem  away  to  his  liinsman,  WtUiam  Aideraey,  of  Swantbn  court; 
io  whose  dMceodaots  abey  oontibued  till  Hngh  Aldereey,  esq. 
•f  Brtdg;ar,  aboat  tiie  begiaoing  of  tbe  reign  of  Geoi^e  II., 
•benalcd  them  to  Mr.  John  Tappenden;  whose  son,  of  tbe  same 
««asc^  sold  tkean  to  Sir  Edward  Dering,  bait,  of  Sarrcnden,  who 
became  tbe  ownw  of  tbis  manor  and  rectory,  with  the  advowson 
'of -tbe  vicarage  of-  tbe  church  of  Bredgar. 

la  1678  tbe  communicants  were  165,  and  nnder  Qaeen  Atme, 
tbe  viounge  was  wtotb  ^30  per  annum.  It  was  subsequently  a 
disdiarged4iviftg  ia  tbe  king's  books,  of  the  dear  yearly  value  df 
jae,  the  yctttlyitentba  being  Ifo. 


^niized  by  Google 


00  HISTORY  OF  TUB 

.    Id   1S2I,  thtra  wera  flCty-eigbt  dwelHagi  ia   tbapwith  of 

^tedgar  j  and  at  the  *aine  period,  when  tht  Iwt  caoim  of  U19 

population  was  taken  by  order  of  pRrliamentt  the  numben  of 

inbabiUnU  wen  as  follow  :  male*  266,  fomalca  242,  makmn; 

atotalofSOSaoula. 

MiL&TBDiB  the  next  adjoioin^  paritb  sontbeaitwmrd  from 
Bivdgar,  and  lie*  on  high  ground,  among  the  hills,  being  tap* 
rounded  hy  wood,  and  the  situation  much  like  that  of  Bred^^^' 
This  pftrish  is  but  anaU,  containing  only  800  BBres  of  land; 
whereof  about  fifty  are  wood.  The  soil  in  the  upper  or  tanthem 
paTt  is  poor,  consisting  partly  of  chalk  and  red  earth,  the  whole 
being  much  cotteted  with  flints ;  but  in  the  centre  and. northern 
parts  it  is  more  fertile  and  better  adapted  for  tilUge.  Tho 
church  stands  nearly  in  the  middleof  the  parish,  baring  the 
mansion  of.Hogsbaws  almoHt  adjoining  the  churchyard,  at  tb« 
west  part  of  which'  the  parsonage  stands.  At -no  great  distanoe 
northward,  in  the  vale,  atand  the  few  dwellings  oonstitattng  tk* 
Village  of  this  parish;  and  near  the  south-east  boundary  ia 
Tarry  hill,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Oaborne  Tylden,  who  rwtided 
there ;  near  the  western  boundary  ia  Broadoak  foratal,  uid  the 
hamlet  ao  called^  on  which  foratal  atanda  a  remarkably  lai^ 
juniper  tree. 

The  manor  or  Milton  claims  paramomit  over  tfaelatfekt 
part  of  this  parish ;  subordinate  to  which  is  tub  mahor  of 
MiLSTBD,  which,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  waainthepoak 
session  of  Thomas  Abelyn,  who  died  poasessed  of  it  ander  that 
monarch,  then  holding  it  as  one  messuage,  and  one  caroaat«  and 
a  half  of  hind  in  Milsted,  and  pasture  for  300  sheep  in  tbeinarah 
of  Elmele,  of  the  king  m  eapite,  by  knight's  aerrice.  He  was 
flucceeded  therein  by  Nichoiaa  Abelyn,  who  died  two  years 
after,  holding  it  by  the  like  servioe.  Soon  after,  it  appears  to 
have  passed  to  the  family  of  the  Savage's,  one  of  whom,  Jslm 
le  Sauvage,  obtained  a  grant  of  ^ree  tMrren,  in  the.93d  aT  the 
above  reign,  for  his  lands  in  Milsted  and  other  places;  but  be- 
fore the  20th  of  Edward  HI.  Uiis  name  seems  to  have  become 
extiAct,  aa,  on  coostituling  the  black  prince  a  knigkt,  the  heiia  of 
Jobn  Savage  paid  aid  for  thia-  manor.  Indeed  itappnrs  from 
the  commencement  of  the  abore  reign  to  havebeen  veated.  in  the 
name  of  Mocking,  from  which  it  (nased  into  Uiat  of  Uoggeahaw, 
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M  va  find  Ibal  Elmeltne,  wife  vf  Sir  ThoraU  Httg^tibRW,  disd 
in  tW  60th  year  of  th«  above  prinoe,  poaMtaed  of  the  mltttor  of 
Hihtcd,  held  of  the  king  in  capUe,  aa  one  knight'a  fee. 

Their  Ma,  Edmund  Hoftgeshftw,  then  succeeded  to  the  pm* 
itfiioa,  which  had-acqaired  the  name  of  Milstfd,  othtrwiae 
Iloggcahaw*,  by  whiohit  faae  ever  ainoa  been  known.  He  died 
ii  Die  13th  of  Riehard  II.,  upon  which,  Joane,  one  .of  his 
littara  and  cohciiv,  entitled  ber  hasband,  Tliomaa  Lovel,  eaq., 
to  tbit  estate,  whose  son,  Thomas,  in  the  Idth  of  Henry  Vi.* 
bdd  a  coBit  for  this  manor.  By  o«s  of  bis  descendants  it  was 
nld  to  Robert  Greaves,  wbo  died  in  tfaedtb  of  Henry  VU.; 
koUiag  it  in  manner  as  above  mentioned,  when  Catherme,  wife 
of  GeM|re  Sole,  who  waa  hia  daughter,  became  bis  heir.  Soon 
ifterit  paaaed.to  Roger  Wake,  who  died  in  the  19th  of  Henry 
VII.,  when  tfara  manor,  with  the  advowson  of  the  charch  of 
MiUted,  he  devised  by  will  to  Margaret,  his  daughter,  whose 
hiubuid,  John  Barnard,  esq'. ,  entsrod  into  the  possession  of  this 
pnfierty.  At  length,  hia  grandson,  of  theaaiaa  name,  dying  an 
iiCuit,  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  became  vested,  by  the 
limitations  in  the  will  of  Roger  Wake,  above  mentioned,  in  his 
n^  ben,  vrito .  conveyed  their  interest  therein  to  Sir  Thomas 
Mevyle.  He  paaaed  it  airay  by  aale  to  Sir  Robert  Sottthwellt 
who,  in  the  4th  of  Edward  VI.,  alienated,  by  fine  then  levied, 
the  manor  ot  Uoggesbaws,  otherwise  Milsted,  and  the  advowsOa 
of  the  church  of  Milsted,  then  held  of  Uie  king^  in  eaj^,  to 
Thomas  Henman,  sen.  and  his  beini.  Alan  Henman,  of  Len- 
kam,  son  of  the  above,  in  the  ISth  of  that  reign,  sold  the  estate 
toTboDws  Thonson,  of  Sandwich,  jurat,  for  the  use  of  Agnes, 
Ui  daughter,  wbo  eotit^d  .her  husband,  J<^n  Toke,  gent,  of 
GoddbgtoB,  to  the  poseesaion  of  the  awne.  She  survived  her 
kaibuid,  and  by  will,  in  1629,  devised  it  to  hsr  eldeat^son, 
Kiohoha  Toke,  esq.  of  Great  Chart,  who,  in  1631,  nndw 
Charles  L,  passed  away  both  the  manor  and  8dvows(m>t» 
£>htad  Gbute^  esq.  of  Bethersdeo.  .His  son,  George,  having 
(ipoiued  Eleasor  Toke,  bia  eldest  daughter,  be,  under  Charles  I.* 
nsTcyed  it,  by  -fine  then  levied,  to  Riohard  Tyklen.  gent,  of 
Ofest  Chart,  and:  WiUiam  Tyhlen,  then  an  infant  aon.  The 
fuaily  of  the  Tyldan's  had  aooienUy  possessions  in  the  pariafaes 
of  Brenehley,  Otterdcn,  Kenington,  and  Tilmanstone,  in  this 
icoaoty;  qne  of  whom,  William  TyldeD,  paid  aid  for  lands  Jn 
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this  county  in  tht  80th  of  Edward  l[[.  In  tfae  Mign  of  Eliu- 
bcthk  branch  of  tbiiline'WM  MUkdin  die  parish  of  Wormsell, 
a  member  whereof,  namely,  William  Tjrlden,  died  Aere  in  1613, 
His  direct  descendant,  Ricbard  Tylden.eiq.  of  Cheat  Chart, 
who  bore  for  his  arms,  Aixun,  a  lattier  ermine  betwaen  fimr 
pkeoHB,  or.purchaied  tbis  manor  and  adrowson,  aaabove  men> 
tinned,  whose  eldest  aon,  William  Tyldra,  gent,  waa  of  Ho%^ 
sIiBWB,  as  waa  his  son,  Richard.  The  latter.dyiac  in  1763,  ana 
tiaried,  with  hia  ancestors,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Tylden'a,in  thia 
church.  By  Elizabeth,  his  wife,- he  left -one  son,  Richard 
Oabome ;  and  three  daughtera ;  when  Richard'  sncceedtd  hia 
Abther  in  this  estate,  and  lefl  his  widow  BurviTing,  whoae  aon, 
Richard,  on  hia  mother's  death,  became  poaseased  of  the  estate, 
and  be  married  Cathenne  Rolfe,.  of  Ashf'ord,  whp  diad  in  VJHi, 
The  laat  court  held  for  thia  manor,  being  a  coart-baron,  was  in 
1632. 

HiOHAH  oooRT,  now  Usually  .Called  Gnat  Bighorn,  is  a 
manor  in  thia  parish,  anciently  the  property  of  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Nottingham,  whence  it  acquired,  aa  appeare  hj  old 
writinga,  the  name  of  Nottingham  court. 

They  resided  at  Bayford,  in  SitiiDgboanie,  <  as  early  aa  the 
Fsign  of  Edward  i.  Robert  de  Nottingham,  owner,  of  this 
eatats,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  waa  sheriff  in  the  48th  year 
of  that  prince,  at  which  period  ha  died,  when  his  astalea 
descended  to  his  son,'  John  Nottingham,  He  died  jeavnig  his 
daughter  sole  heir,  who  marrying  Bimon  Cheney,'  of  Cralle,  in 
Sussex,  he  became  entitled  to  thia  manor.  The  family  of  the 
Nottingham's  bore  for  their  arms,  GuUt,  two  paiet,  wavif  argents 
tvhich  coat,  empaled  with  Obeney,  appeared  in  the  wiodowa  «f 
Milatcd  church.  On  the  reof,  atao,  of  Canterbury  cathedra), 
are  carved  the  arms  of  the  Nottingham's,  GuUs  on  a  bend, 
urgent,  three  eacaiapt,  otartf  bat  what  ktndred  they  were  to 
thoae  of  Miltted  we  hare  not  ascertained.  In  hia  deacendants 
tUa  maaor  continued  till  Richard  Cheney,  esq.  Mid  hia  son, 
John,  in  1676,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  same  to  Mn 
ThoDMS  LushingtoD,  of  Sittingfaoume,  whoae  great  grandsoo, 
the  Rev.  Stephen  Lnshington,  afterwards  owned  this  manor.- 

.MiLsTKD  is  within  the  ECOLUiisTici^L  JDBnDiCTioirof 
tfae  A'oceie  of  Canterbury,  and  deanery  of  Stttingboume.  The 
obinch,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  the  Holy  Cross,  is  small. 
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|{  or  one  aisle  and  a  chanoel,  with  a  low  Kqmn  tower  at 
the  west  end.  Onthe  north  side  is  alma  anMll  cbande)  belong*' 
iog  to  tbe  Tylden'a;  and  on  the  aoath  side,  aoolher  Tor  the  pro* 
prieUnsof  Higham  court,  which  was  palled  down  by  theconient 
of  the  owner  and  parishioners  in  1672. 

In  tlie  churchyard,  near  tha  south  perch,  is  a  veiy  aaciant' 
tooifaatoiie.  barii^.  thestoa  a  crotst  iatot^,  jGleAee,  carved  in 
nliof. 

The  cbaicb  of  Milaled  was  givsb  by'  Kiiqe  John  Qo  one 
Wjrdon.  a  clerk,  who  held  it,  as  appears  by  the  Tetia  ia  NwvHl, 
m  the  following  i%jgn  of  Henry  III.  We  bare  not  found 
whether  be  was  lord  of  Hilstcd  manor  or  not,  but,  fironi  the 
nextreign  of  Edward  I. -down  toa  late  period,  this  church  seems 
tohaveoontinoed  in  t^ same  posBesswstandassncb,  theadnMr*' 
S0D  thereof  became  the-  property  of  Richard  Tylden,  esq.  of 
Uoggeshaws. 

lo  1^8  there  were  fifty-fire  comnrantcaBts ;  and  in  \6\0, 
oghty-seven,  what  it  whs  valued  at  M5Q  per  annum.  It  was  a 
discbangfld  livintr  in  tfa«  kind's  books,  of  the  clear  annual  value' 
of  3£44,.the.yeaxiy  tenths  being  17s.  6d.  The  glabe  land  eon-' 
Mts  of  only  thrte  acres. 

la  .1821-  there  were  twenty^nina  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Hilsted ;-  and,  at  the  saaae  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  wdsr  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
tobabilanta  were  as.  fbliow :  males  109,  fenalee  83,  makir>g  a- 
Mal  oi  191  ao^. 

KiNoaoowN  lies  the  next  pariah  eaatA'ard  from  Milsted,  and ' 
is  gSBerally  calbd  Kingsdown  near  Sittingboume,  to  distii^tsfa' 
it  froiBa  parish  of  die  same  name  near  Fsroingham. 

Tfaas  distract  it  situated  obsourely  emoog  the  bills,  on  elerated 
groond,  the  parish- being  very  small,  oomprisif^  only  600  acres' 
of  land,  of  which  one  half  «ie  wood;  The  soil  is  very  poer  and' 
efaalky,  and  much  covered  with  flints;'  the  chiucb  stands  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  parirt,.  the  woods  of  wbi<^  are  very  thick' 
liuoaghoat,  especially  X>a  the  east  -and  w«at  sides.  Near  tba 
farmar  is  a  bamlatealled  Dangategrecn,  and  not  Far  from  thai 
same,  m  good  modern  house,  built  by  Mr.  Stephen  Allswortb, 
whose  son,  John,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Anne,  she  carried' 
it  m  DMrriage  to  .Mr.  Thomas  Hawe. 
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Tbb  mamob  or  KiHesDOWMB  in  tli«  r«ign  of  Htnry  IH., 
waa  part  of  the  poueesiona  of  Hubert  de  Bur^h,  earl  of  Kent, 
who  gave  tbia  manor  to  the  lioapital  of  St.  Mary,  called  the 
HaisoQ  Diflu,  in  Dover ;  aubaequeut  to  which,  the  maeter  of 
that  establiabtnent  obtained  a  grant  ot  free  9»Tre»  for  his  laoda 
here,  among  others  whereof  he  waa  posaeaaed. 

This  mftnor  remained  in  that  situatioa  till  the  dissolution  of 
the  hospital,  under  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  anrrendfred,  with 
all  its  possesaioQs,  to  the  king.  It  appears  to  hare  remained  in 
the  handa  of  the  crown  till  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  who 
granted  it,  among  other  premises,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  to 
bold  in  eapUe,  by  knight's  aerrice,  who,  in  the  first  of  Quet-n 
Mary,  sold  it  to  Thomas  Finch,  gent.,  when  it  appears  he  then 
resided  at  Kingsdown,  as  tenant  of  tlte  manor,  under  themnster 
and  brethren  of  the  Maison  Dieu.  He  was  descended  from 
John  Finch,  second  son  of  Vincent  Herbert,  otherwise  Finch,  of 
lyetberfield,  in  Sussex,  whose  eldest  son,  WitliMn,  was  ancestor 
of  the  several  branches  of  this  family  of  the  name  of  Finch, 
ennobled  by  peerages  at  different  timest  having  al*o  borae  their 
arms.  John,  the  seeood  son,  above  mentioned,  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Seward,  of  Sewarda,  in 
Linated,  of  which  seat  he  became  possessed  in  her  right,  and 
afterwards  resided  there.  He  died  in  1442,  aad  was  buried  at 
Levington,  after  which,  his  grandson,  John  Finch  of  Linsted, 
left  two  sons,  Herbert,  who  was  of  Ltuated,  and  Thomas,  whs 
purcbaaed  this  manor  of  Kingsdown,  as  above  SMntioned.  He 
died  under  Philip  and  Mary,  a.o.  1555,  after  which,  the  eeUte 
coatinued  in  his  descendants  down  to  Thomas  Finch,  esq.,  who 
dying,  bequeathed  the  manor  and  part  of  the  demesnea  belonging 
thereto  to  bis  brother's  daughter,  Judith  Pinch.  She  oanied  it 
io  marriaee  to  John  Umfrey,  esq.  of  Darent,  who  bnre  for  his 
arms.  Gules,  a  erott  botany ,  argent,  chared  with  fiae  pelMt 
from  whom  it  descended  to  Fisoh  Umfrey,  gent,  of  Dartford. 
who  married  ElixabeUi,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Jarvia,  of  the 
same  place.  He  died  without  iaaue,  and  gave  this  manor,  with 
part  of  the  demesne*  before  mentioned,  to  hia  widow,  who  died 
in  1781,  and  by  her  will  devtaed  it  to  her  otzt  beitsi  wbe,  at 
the  period  of  her  death,  consisted  of  two  persons  of  the  name 
of  Brook,  uncle  aud  oephew>  as  cobwrs  in  gavdkind,  wbea  they 
joined  in  the  sal*  of  this  estata,  in  1782,  to  Mt.  Thomas  Smitht 
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gent,  of  Dartford.  On  the  demise  of  the  latter,  in  1787;  it 
puMd  by  bis  will  to  his  nephews,  Thonuu,  Williaoi,  sad  G«OTge 
Smith,  after  which  it  became  rested  in  Mr.  ThornaR  Williams, 
gent,  of  South  Derent  A  conrt-leet  and  court-baron  ia  held 
for  (his  manor. 

The  rest  of  the  demesnes,  bowever,  of  this  manor,  which 
Mmpreheaded  by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  same,  were  sold  by 
one  of  the  family  of  the  Finch's,  to  that  of  the  Bartholomew's, 
of  Ozenhoath,  in  which  name  this  esute  remained  till  one  of 
tbem  sold  it  to  Cockin  Sole,  esq.  of  Bobbing.  He  died  in  1760» 
lod  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  by  his  son,  John  Cockin  Sole, 
«q.  afterwards  of  Norton  coart,  who  some  years  afterwards 
pasted  it  away  by  sale  to  Mr.  Evans ;  and  he  subsequently  pos^ 
■nied  the  property. 

KiNGsDowR  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  dtoceft  of  Canterbury  aiid  deaneiy  of  Sittingbonme.  The 
diDrch,  dedicated  to  St.  Catherine,  is  a  small  building,  consist- 
ing of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  in  the  latter  of  which  is  a  tomb 
of  Betheraden  marble,  with  a  brass  plate,  against  the  east  wall, 
meted  in  memory  of  Thomas  Pinch,  gent.;  as  aha  to  that  of 
his  ton,  Ralph  Fmch,  esq.,  who  was  a  great  benefactor  to  this 
ediftce;  at  the  west  end  of  which  is  a  small  turret,  containing 
one  bell.  This  church  has  always  been  an  appendage  to  the 
Manor,  and  so  continued  till  the  death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  tTmfrey, 
•hen  her  two  heirs  at  law  and  devisees,  under  her  will,  sold  It, 
ia  1782,  to  Thomas  Pennington,  d.d.,  late  rectorof  this  church. 

In  1640  the  rectory  was  valued  at  £50  per  annum,  the  com- 
nnnicants  being  thirty-six;  it  was  subsequently  esHmated  at 
£60.  This  is  a  dischai^d  living  in  the  king's  books,  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  £i5,  the  yearly  tenths  being  lOa.  11(1, 

In  182!  there  were  eleven  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Kingsdown; 
ud  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
twa  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabi- 
tstits  were  aa  follow:  males  44,  females  31,  making  a  total 
of  76  souls. 

RoDHEBSBAH  lies  northeastward  from  Ringsdown,  and 
ftlwat  a  mile  southward  from  Bapchild  street  and  the  high  Dover 
road,  on  elevated  ground,  the  church  being  distinctly  Seen  from 
tbat  spot.      It  contwps   1050  acres  of  land,  whereof  about 
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teventy-ftve  oonsiBt  of  wood.  The  Tillage,  which  ia  built  at 
intervals  along  the  road,  contains  the  church  and  two  or  three 
good  modern  houses ;  and  at  ihe  opposite  end  is  a  new  dwelling, 
which  was  for  some  years  tenanted  by  the  family  of  the  Taylor'd. 
At  the  south-east  corner  of  the  parish  is  the  hamlet  of.  Upper 
RodmerBham;  and  on  the  western  aide  that  of  Rodmersha'n 
green,  which  joins  a  long  tract  of  woodland  called  MiDchin 
wood.  The  land  in  the  lower  or  northern  part  being  rich  and 
fertile  for  com,  lets  at  a  high  rent ;  but  higher  up,  among  the 
hills,  it  becomes  chalky  and  light,  and  in  many  places  poor.  The 
situation  is  rather  pleasant,  and,  considering  its  pmxioiity  to  a 
rery  unwholesome  country,  is  not  so  unhe&ltliy  as  might  be 
expected. 

The  paramount  manor  oir  Milton  claims  over  this  dis- 
trict ;  subordinate  to  which  is. 

The  manor  of  Rodhersmam,  anciently  the  inheritance  of 
the  family  of  De  la  Pine,  whose  seat  of  residence  was  at  Eastr 
hall,  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Murston. 

John  de  la  Pine  was  possessed  of  this  property  in  the  20th  of 
Henry  III.,  aa  appears  by  private  eridences,  whose  grandson, 
James  de  la  Pine,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II., 
sold  it  to  John  de  Podach,  descended  originally  from  John  de 
Fodach,  who  held  lands  bearing  his  own  name  in  Devonshire, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  as  appeared  by  an  ancient  pedrg^ree 
of  this  family.  His  descendants,  poasessors  of  the  manor,  from 
being  generally  called  Pordage,  ultimately  wrote  their  name  in 
that  wHy,  their  ancient  armorial  bearings  having  been,  Argent 
a  Jess,  chequi/,  or,  and  gules,  in  chief,  three  croa  crosslels,  Mable; 
whereas  John  Pordage  altered  the  fess  to  plain  sable,  in  which 
manner  those  of  the  family  continued  to  bear  the  shield.  > 

His  descendant,  Sir  William  Pordage,  as  well  as  his  ancestors, 
resided  at  Rodmershan,  where  be  rebuilt  the  manor-house  in 
the  reign  of  James  I.,  naming  the  mansion  New  house;  at 
whose  request,  in  1615,  the  pedigree  of  the  Pordage's  was  drawn 
up  from  old  evidences,  by  John  Philipott  Somerset,  herald. 
Thence  it  appears  that  he  bore  for  his  arms  six  coats,  Pordage, 
Crowland,  Gourly,  Belton,  Gisors,  and  Barrow,  all  of  which, 
except  the  first  and  last,  were  borne..in  right  of  the  heir  of 
Crowland;  and  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  church  of  Facer- 
sham  were  painted  the  arms  of  the  Pordage's,  impaling  Crowland,. 
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Htdied  and  was  lucceeded  by  his  brother  and-  heir.  Thomw 
Pordage,  e*q  .  who  resided  here,  when  hit  graadsoo,  Williani 
Pordage,  about  the  reign  of  Queen-  Anne,  akenated  the  estate, 
Kith  tike  seftt,  and  M  bis  property  in  thia  neighbourhood,  to 
Suphcn  Liwbington,  eeq.  of  Sitlingboume,  whose  father,  Mr. 
Thonua  Loahington,  had  been  in  poasession  of  the  same  under 
a  mov^ge  term  for  Goine  years  prerioaa.  He  waa  the  son  of 
Mr.  Aogustioe  Lushington,  gent,  of  Sittingboflme,  who  bore  for 
hit  arms.  Argent,  a  fen,  engrailed  gules  between  (Awe  Bon*^ 
keiib,  erated  orf  of  which  family  was  Thomas  Lushington,  a 
noted  scholar  of  hia  time,  born  at  Sandwich  in  1689,  and  after- 
wards educated  at  Oxford,  who  subseif  uently  became  prebend  of 
Salisbury.  He  wrete  sereral  books,  and  retiring  in  his  latter 
days  to  his  relations  at  Sittingboume,  died  there  in  1661,  and 
was  buried  in  the  south  diancel  of  that  church,  where  a  hand* 
some  monament  was  erected  to  hia  memory,  by  his  kinsmanj 
TboniaB  Lnshington,  esq.  of  Sittingboume,  whom  he  by  wHI 
made  heir  to  all  his  poseessioaa. 

Hr.  Stephen  Lushington  was  twice  married,  and  left  issue  by 
both  his  wives ;  the  eldett  surriving  son  was  Henry,  vicar  of 
East  Bourne,  in  Sussex,  and  d.d.  He  lef^  seTeral  children,  of 
whom,  Henry  was  murdered  in  the  East  Indies,  and  Stephen 
Loshiagton  figured  as  a  proctor  in  Doctor's  Commons. 

Thomas  Godfrey  Lushington,  esq.  of  Sittingboume,  only  son 
•f  Stepbea  l^  his  first' wife,  succeeded  him  in  thia  eatate,  and 
afterwarda-reSided  at  Canterbury,  where  he  died  in  1767,  and 
was  honed  at  Sittic^boume,  having  had  by  his  first  wife,  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  J<ritn  Gisbome,  esq  of  Derbyshire,  three  sons, 
Thomas,  who  died  before  him,  unmarried ;  William,  a  captain  in 
the  army,  who  also  departed  this  life  a  widewar  in  1763 ;  and 
Jsmes  Stephen,  wfaowas  in  holy  orders.  Us  bed  also  two  daugh- 
ters, Doritthy,  whodied  onmarried,  and  Catherine,  who  espoused 
JcJin  Cockin  Sole,  esq.,  when,  upon  his  death,  be  gave  this 
naoar,  with  the  seat  of  licw  house,  and  the  rest  of  his  poises- 
aioas  in  this  parish,  to  bis  second  sarriving  sou,  the  Rev.  James 
Stepbea  Lushington,  of  Bottiabam,  near  Cambridge,  who  sub" 
sequeotly  possessed  this  manor. 

Ilia  RAt.  Mr.'  Loahington  wae  prebendary  of  Carlble,  and 
twice  married,  first  to  Mary,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Edmnnd 
U«,  lonl:;bisbopDf  Carlisle,  who  died  io  1766,  -by  whom  bo 
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h»d  two  tonft  and  ooo  daughter.  He  wpouaed,  Mcoodly,  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mc,  Christiao,  oflforfolkj  by  whom  h« 
bad  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

RoDHGRSHAH  IS  within  the  bcclismbtical  jurisdiction 
of  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  and  deanery  of  SitliDgbonrne.  Th« 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  oonsiata  of  three  aialea  and 
two  chancels  {  that  to  the  south  belonging  to  the  &aiily  of  th« 
Lushingtoa's,  at  lords  of  the  manor.  It  cootains  Mveral 
tnemorials  for  the  Pordage's ;  and  in  the  high  chancel  ate  font 
•eats,  BurBaounled  by  a  species  of  wooden  canopy,  probaUy 
used  by  the  knights  of  St.  John,  when  they  visited  their  estate 
here.  At  the  west  end  is  a  handsome  tower  steeple,  built  of 
squared  flints,  being  of  very  superior  masonry  to  the  rest  of  th« 
chnrdi.  In  the  east  window  of  the  high  chanoel  aro  these  araw 
remaining,  acron  hefaeenjburmullett;  there  was  also,  in  1719i 
a  scroll  in  the  window  recording  the  names  of  William  Somptera 
and  John  Cheynestere,  who  had  been  munificent  beoefactora  to 
this  church.  In  the  south  chancel  was  also  a  plate  for  William 
Pery,  under  the  date  1482. 

A  person  unknown  bequeathed  one  acre  of  woodland  to  bmii- 
tify  the  ohurchi  of  the  annual  produce  of  12s. 

Henry  II.  gave  the  church  of  Rodmersham  to  the  hospital  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem ;  which  was  coofvmted  by  King  j<^  in 
his  1  st  year. 

About  the  same  period  an  agreement  waa  entered  into  betwMn 
AianuB,  prior  of  the  hospital  and  chapter,  and  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Sl  Augustine'*,  near  Canterbury,  thnt  when  Ihetr 
chapel  of  Rodmershsm  should  be  dedicated,  sjad  the  eemelerjr 
eonaecrated,  none  of  the  rights  of  the  mother  chorob  ef  Milton 
should  be  diminished,  whereof  one  was  that  the  burial  of  tha 
housekeeper*,  male  and  female,  of  Rodmardiani  ahould  tako 
|t)ace  at  Milton,  end  that  neither  in  that  oor  any  thing  -rise  they 
should  sustain  any  injury  whatsoever. 

In  1640  the  vicarage  was  valued  at  £30  per  annnm,  the  c^s^ 
BMinicants  being  100.  It  was  aflerwaids  a  disofaar^  living. 
•atimated  in  the  king's  books  at  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ^£30!. 
the  tenths  being  16s.  8d. 

In  1821  there  were  forty-one  dmUings  in  the  parish  of  Rodmer- 
■ham;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  cenana  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  <wder  of  Padiantent,  the  nunfaen  of 


vCooi^lc 


COUNTY  0|r  KBNT.  89 

iDbabitanta  w«te  u  toOow  •  nwlet  148,  fenalM  169,  ekoking  & 
taul  of  307  Muls. 

Bapchild  is  the  Dixt  pwisli  porthwud  from  Rodpienhain. 
■ad  WW  anciently  whtl«Q  Btetmedd,  which  nuno  anflwen 
exmiBcly  well  to  its  situationj  signifying  in  the  Saxon  language 
OBe  that  is  both  moist  and  bleak.  It  ia  equally  unpleasant  as 
■nhcilthy,  lyin^,  fer  the  most  part,  low,  the  watu  being  bad, 
tod  the  air  unwholesome,  in  coosequvice  of  the  noxioUB  Tapoon 
uisiog  from  the  manfaea  at  no  great  distanoe  northward.  Thf 
■lU^BB,  called  Bapchild  street,  coataiaa  the  vicarage,  a  snail  but 
neat  modern  building ;  and  at  the  eaat  end,  adjoinii^  the  same 
lida  of  the  road,  in  a  kind  of  orchard,  are  the  remains  of  the 
oldehapei,  which  will  be  further  mentioned  hereaftw;  a  flmaH 
nmnaDt  of  the  walls,  rudely  composed  of  Aiota,  being  all  tbirt 
WMT  remains  of  the  structure,  forming  part  of  a  barn.  It  stands 
on  Ae  high  Dover  road,  lUraut  forty  miles  from  Loadoa,  Iwvtag 
the  church  «t  a  anull  distance  souLhwaid,  whence  the  ground 
riiea  gently  to  the  southern  boundaries,  next  to  Redmemhaia ; 
adjoining  which  is  a  dwelling  called  Wood  Street  bouse,  built 
■boot  the  year  1 776,  by  Mr.  John  May,  of  SitUngboume,  wbe 
ittided  there,  and  died  >n  1778,  leaving  a  son,  John,  and  « 
diBghter,  Anne,  the  latter  having  afterwards  married  Mr> 
Anbroee  Russell- 
There  is  an  ancient  and  allowed  fair  held  in  this  village,  on 
tie  feast  ef  St.  Laurence,  for  leys  and  pedlary,  the  pr<^ts  of 
which  belong  to  the  lord  of  Milton  manor. 

The  lands  in  this  parish,  as  well  aa  those  a^oining,  near  the 
kigh  road  from  Sittingboures  to  Bougfaton  street,  consist  of  a 
&n  loamy  fitrtile  aoil,  which,  though  eslending  but  a  small  dis- 
laaee  southward  «f  the  road,  eontinuas  equally  fertile  on  th* 
lower  or  noftltcm  side  of  the  eame.'as  &r  as  the  nanhes. 

The  chief  part  of  this  trad  of  land  is  what  in  thae  parU  it 
posrally  deaoaiaabed  rotmrf  Wt  land,  that  is  to  say,  gromd 
entioaitlly  tiUed  willKMit  hcing  nade  ftilbw,  with  the  sane  SM- 
Msion  of  grain,  vix>  barley,  beans,  and  wheat,  year  after  year» 
Mre  partacwiady  the  latter,  the  harden  uwally  consisting  of 
(far  or  five  quarters  per  acre,  the  annual  rental  ef  the  land 
uomiag  to  2Qs.;  a  very  considerable  sum,  considering  the 
pnt  burden  of'  parochial  taxes,  and  the  high  rate  of  seivanU' 
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wages  in  thtt  part  of  the  cotratry.  -  These  expenses  oblige  the 
landholder  to  make  the  most  of  his  soil,  Dot  perniittiTig  it  to  bs 
lesseoed  by  hedgerows,  or  small  enclosures,  by  which  means 
most  of  the  farms  are  thrown  into'  two  or  thiee,  or  perhaps  only 
one  field,  whereof  several  coAtain  sixty,  seventy,  and  a  himdred 
acres  or  more,  which  renders  the  country  more  open  and  cham^ 
-paign  than  is  found  in  the  other  districts; 

In  694,  Witfared  king  of  Kent  eonrened  a  oheat  cowctv 
of  the  nobilrty  and  dergy,  whereat  he  presided,  the  meeting 
being  held  at  Becanceld,  or  Bapch^d,  as  it  is  supposed  to  mean, 
according  to  several  learned  men,  among  whom  are  Camden-, 
Dr.  Plot,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Cranbrooke.  Some  few,  indeed, 
have  conjectured  the  name,  from  its  similitude,  to  mpfta 
Beckenham,  at  the  western  extremity  of  this  county  ;  but  Bap- 
child  equally  resembles  it,  especially  as  one  copy  records  the 
word  as  Bachanchild,  and  being  situated  in  the  midst  of  the 
county^  close  to  the  high  road,  and  so  near  Canterbury,  those 
circumstances  render  it  much  more  probable  to  have  been  hdd 
here  than  at  Beckenham. 

■  Th^  constitution  of  this  council,  whereby  several  prrvilegeB 
were  granted  to  the  church,  was  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a 
charter ;  at  which  period  it  should  seem,  the  abbesses  were  held 
in  auth  hi^  esteem  for  their  prudence  and  sanctity,  that  five  of 
their  names  are  subscribed  to  the  instrument,  not  only  before 
those  of  tbeprksts,  but  above  tbesignatureof  Botred,  a  bishop, 
contrary  to  all  former  precedents,  which  makes  the  validity  of 
this  charter  much  doubted. 

'  Dr.  StiUingAeet  conjectures  that  the  document  in  question 
was  the  first  charter  ever  drawn  up  among  the  Saxons ;  if  such 
be  the  fact,  all  instruments  produced  as  having  been  granted 
befove  that  period,  must  be  spurious  and  counterfeit ;  the  same 
authority  also  states,  thst  the  year  of  the  Christian  lara  ynm 
never  applied  before  that  time  to  any  public  record. 
'  There -are  yet  pArt  of  the  walls  of  an  oratory  remaining  OB 
the  north  side,  near  the  high  road,  almost  at  the  end  of  Bapehild 
etreet,  by  some  supposed  to  have  been  erected  in  memory  of 
the  celebration  of  that  council ;  which  edifice  was  in  later  times 
used  by  the  pilgrims,  who,  on  their  journey  to  Canterbury  toUia 
shrine  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket,  there  offered  up  prayers  for  th« 
flucoSBS  of  their  pilgrimages. 
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AaaOier  eowwtf  is  anerwards  stated  to  bate  been  conrened  at 
BeccADceld,  io  798,  by  Archbiahop  Athelard,  at  which  Kenulph, 
king  of  Mercia.  presided.  B«th  of  these,  however,  ure  sup- 
posed  bysome  writers  to  have  been  spurious,  the  latter  especially; 
■bile  the  fornwr  was  so  acOoiiBted  by  the  late  Archbishop 
Wske,  as  mny  be  seen  in  his  Treatise  on  t^e  State  of  the  Church. 

Under  the  description  of  Lenbsm  and  Newingtnn,  mention 
fast  already  been  made  of  the  Ritman  tlalitm.  called  Duroletum, 
lying  OD  the  road  from  London  to  Dorer,  accotdiag  to  the  opi- 
nions of  several  learned,  antiquaries.  The  Oontinuator  of 
Ctniden  ig  the  only  publication  we  have  seen  wherein  it  is  con- 
jectsrad  to  have  been  at  Bapohild,  an  assertion  that  writer 
(oniHls  cm  its  distance,  and  the  oonveoJenoe  of  its  situation,  oa 
lU  high  road  from  Rochester  to  Canterbury,  as  well  as  in  con- 
Kqoence  of  iu  having  been  a  pboe  of  such  note  io  the  Saxoa 
timet  as  to  have  had  a  Britisb  conneil  held  there. 

TaB  paBAHODNT  MAMOB  o?  MiLTON  ohitms  over  thib 
pari^,  as  bein^  within  that  hundred  ;  tuhordinale  to  whieh  is,' 

Thk  hanok  of  BAPCHiLDCoDiT.andentlypartorUwpos- 
Kssions  of  the  family  of  the  Savage's,  seated  at  Bobbintr,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  one  of  whom,  Arnold,  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Savage,  died  possessed  of  this  estate  in  the  69Lh  of  King 
£dward  IIL  He  was  succeeded  by  hisson  and  heir.  Sir  Arnold 
Savage,  of  Bobbing,  who  died  in  the  12th  of  Henry  IV.,  leaving 
meson,  Arnold,  and  a  dau^terr,  Elizabeth,  who,  on  her  brother's 
death,  became  his  heir,  being  wife  at  that  time  of  William 
CliSbrd,  68^.,  who  became  entitled  to  this  manor  among  the 
rest  of  her  inheritante.  In  bis  descendants  it  continued  till 
Henry  Clifford,  esq.  of  Bobbing^  in  the  reign,  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
sfintaled  this  manor  to  William  Coring,  who  not  long  afterwards 
pissed  it  away  by  sale  to  Mr.  J<^n  Biz,  of  Linsted,  who  after- 
wards resided  at  Bapohild  court,  having  borne  for  his  snus, 
y^iry,  argent,  and  mzure.  .  In  his  detoendants  this  manor  cod- 
tiawd  down  to  William  Bix,  who  sold  it  to  one  Larkham,  whose 
■on,  the  Rev.  William  Larkham,  of  Richmond,  about  the  year 
1^67,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Matchin,  of  London.  His 
widow  afierwarda  possessed  the  estate,  which  ultimately  became 
dte  property  of  John  Fuller,  esq.,  who  built  a  new  mansion, 
where  he  resided.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor,  nor 
hu  there  been  any  for  a  series  of  yearn. 
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MoRRii  COURT  isB  manor  lying  Rt  a  tonll  diMtfinee  eastvRnl 
from  that  leat  mentioned,  fonnerljr  the  property  of  a  family  of 
the  same  name,  which  appears  to  hare  been  extinct  before  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  The  property  was  then  alienated  to  one 
Brown,  end  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V(.,  waa  in 
the  poBeeseion  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  treasurer  of  the  kind's 
hoiiiehold,  who  married  Eleanor,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
Thomas  Fitzainn,  or  Arundel,  brother  of  John  Fitzalan,  earl  of 
Arundel,  with  whom  he  possessed  the  castle  of  Beechworth,  in 
Surrey.  He  had  by  her  five  sons,  of  whom.  Sir  Qeorge,  the 
eldest,  was  of  Beechworth  castle,  and  inherited  this  manor. 

In  the  Ut  of  Richard  III.,  he  fell  under  the  displeasure  of 
the  king,  and  a  proclamation  was  issued  for  his  apprehension,  for 
having  aided  the  rebelliouB  dnke  of  Buckingham,  when  an  Act 
passing  for  his  attainder,  his  estates  were  in  consequenoe  eonfia* 
cated  to  the  crown,  and  a  commission  granted  to  one  Roulande 
Michelle  to  take  possession  of  the  manor  of  Morise,  in  the 
parish  of  Babechilde,  late  belonging  to  Sir  Qeorge  Browne. 
attainted,  who  died  before  the  end  of  that  reign,  as,  In  the  Isl 
of  Henry  VU.,  another  Act  passed  fbr  the  restoration  of  hta 
heirs,  both  in  blood  and  estates. 

How  long  this  manor  continued  in  his  descendants  we  have 
not  found,  but  it  was  most  probably  alienated,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  by  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  Beeeliwortfa  eaetle,  to  one 
Wolgate,  of  a  family  which  had  been  seated  at  Wolgate,  now 
called  Witgate  green,  in  Throwley,  for  some  generatiom.  Prom 
that  name  it  passed  to  the  Kempe'a,  and  thence  to  Thomas 
Tilghman,  descended  from  a  younger  branch  of  those  of  Snod- 
land,  in  this  county.  He  soon  after  sold  it  to  Mr.  Casloek,  of 
Faversbam,  who,  as  well  as  his  father,  had  been  mayor  of  the 
town,  Inthegrsntof  arms  made  to  him  by  William  Segar,  esq.. 
0arler,  dated  lfll4,  his  name  is  written  Oastlelcoke ;  it  being 
also  stated  in  the  said  instrument  that  bis  ancestors  came  into 
Kent  on  acconnt  of  their  unde,  who  was  lord  abbot  of  Faversham. 
From  him  this  manor  was  sold  to  Mr.  Robert  Master,  gent., 
descended  of  ancestors  who  had  for  several  generations  been 
inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent 
on  a  bead;  between  two  cotizes,  satle,  a  Hon  partant,  guardant  of 
Uujield,  crotanedor.  He  passed  it  away  to  Mr.  John  Knowler, 
of  Faversham,  in  whose  doscendaQts  it  continued  down  to  John 
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Knowler,  esq.,  recorder  of  Canterbury,  steward  of  the  town  of 
Favenham,  and  barrister  at  law.  He  died  possessed  of  this 
eaute  in  1763,  leaviDg  by  his  wife  two  daughters,  his  coheirs, 
of  whom  Anne,  the  eldest,  married  Henry  Penlon,  esq.  of 
Wiachester ;  and  Mary,  the  youngest,  Henry  lord  Digby ; 
when  they  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  this  estate  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Gascoigne,  who  afterwards  resided  there. 

Pktts  couht,  anciently  called  PoUt  court,  is  another  manor 
in  ihis  pariah,  the  mansion  of  which  has  been  long  since  in  ruins. 
It  WIS  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  priory  of  Dartford. 
■nd  is  inserted  in  the  list  of  its  revenues  in  a  writ  ad  quod 
iamonan  brought  gainst  the  prioress  in  the  11th  of  Edward  IV. 
ID  that  situation  the  manor  remained  till  the  diasolution  of  the 
ptiory,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  surrendered 
into  the  hands  of  the  king,  with  all  ita  lands  and  poaaetsions  { 
sTler  which,  the  property  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  reign  of 
Ednrd  VI.,  who  granted  it,  among  other  premises,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Cheney,  treasurer  of  his  household,  to  bold  in  capites 
I7  knight's  service.  His  only  son  and  heir,  Henry  Cheney,  of 
Todington,  together  with  Jane,  hia  wife,  alienated  it,  with  th* 
wood  called  Lord'i  Wood,  in  Milsted,  to  Richard  Thornhill, 
gnKer  and  citizen  of  London. 

Subsequent  to  the  above  period.  Sir  Henry  Cheney,  then  lord 
Cbeney,  granted  and  made  over  to  him  all  liherties,  franchises, 
loyalties,  and  other  privileges,  within  this  manor,  which  were 
daimedby  Mr.  Thornhill;  when  judgment  was  given  for  him  by 
Ik  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  trial  held  in  Michaelmas 
Tern,  in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign. 

In  bis  descendants  this  estate  continued  down  to  Richard 
Tbomhill,  esq.  of  Oltantigh,  who,  in  the  4th  of  Queen  Anne, 
'■0.  1704,  sold  it  to  Jacob  Sawbridge,  of  London,  late  one  of 
tbe  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  who  died  in  1748, 
vbeo  his  great  grandson,  Samuel  Ellas  Sawbridge,  esq.  of 
Ollantigh,  in  this  county,  ultimately  possessed  the  property. 
Tbe  house  appertaining  to  this  manor  having  been  long  in  ruins, 
liie  bsmt  and  lands  were  for  some  years  let  with  Radfield 
•djwning. 

RfDpiBLD  is  a  hamlet  in  this  pariah,  lying  on  the  high  Dover 
load,  about  half  a  mile  distant,  eastward,  from  the  village  of 
Bipchild.    The  principal  estate  was,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II., 

vol.   IV.  I. 
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part  of  the  postessionB  of  Adam  de  Tanges,  who  gave  a  moiety 

of  the  same  to  the  brethreo  of  the  hospital  of  St.  John  of 

Jerusalem. 

GatoeiiuB  de  Neapoli,  prior  of  th&t  hospital,  with  the  consent 
of  his  chapter,  by  deed  in  1190,  under  their  comnion  seal, 
fi;ranted  to  Turstan  de  Bakechild  and  his  heirs,  their  lands  in 
Kent,  given  to  them  as  before  mentioned,  leather  with  the 
whole  BerTioe  of  their  tenants  reuding  there,  and  all  its  appur- 
tenances, which  Roger  de  Wurmedal  held  at  the  annual  rent  of 
six  marks  and  a  half  of  silver,  for  all  seTvices  belonging  to  the 
same ;  and  further,  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  maintain  one 
chaplain  and  a  priest,  who,  on  each  Sunday,  were  to  celclwate 
mass,  and  preserve  the  edifices  built  at  this  chapel  in  a  proper 
Slate,  for  the  reception  of  him  and  his  brethren,  when  they 
made  a  progress  into  Kent,  with  liberty  of  re-entry  on  non- 
payment. 

How  this  estate  passed  afterwards  we  do  not  find,  but  it  was 
in  later  times  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  TfaornhiU's,  from 
whieh  family  it  passed  in  the  same  manaer  as  Petts  court, 
before  mentioned,  from  Richard  Thornhill,  esq.  to  Jacob  Saw- 
bridge,  esq.  of  London,  whose  great  grandson  afterwards  pos- 
sessed the  property. 

Thi  frbe  chapel,  previously  mentioned,  appear*  to  hare 
continued  as  such  till  the  general  suppression  of  similar  religious 
endowments,  by  the  Acts  passed  in  the  37th  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
tinder  Edward  VI.  In  the  latter  of  those  reigns,  on  a  aurvey 
taken,  the  return  was,  that  the  chapel  had  fallen  down,  that  the 
founder  was  not  known,  and  that  the  revenue  consisted  of  a  te- 
nement, and  two  pieces  of  land  in  Bapohild,  then  worth  forty- 
two  sbitlines  per  annum^  beyond  reprises;  all  of  whioh  were 
sold  by  the  general  surveyors  of  the  court  of  Augmentation,  in 
the  2cl  year  of  that  reizit,  to  Thomas  Orene,  esq.  It  then 
passed  to  one  Bix,  and  from  that  name  to  a  Dateman,  John 
Bateman  hating  owned  it  iit  the  reign  of  James  I.,  who  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  of  the  same  name,  and  he  by  will  deviaed 
it  to  Mr.  John  Bateman,  of  Wormesell,  who  posaessed  it  at  the 
restoration  of  Charles  IT.,  since  which  time  the  property  has 
been  alienated  to  the  fomily  of  the  May's,  where  it  contiauad. 

Batchild  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jURtsoiCTioir 
of  the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Sittingbournc.    The 
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cbarcfa,  dedicfcted  to  St.  Lawrence,  is  a  eoiaU  building',  which 
rron  the  lize  of  the  capitals  of  the  pillars,  and  other  parU, 
tippears  to  be  of  some  antiquity.  It  consistB  of  two  aiaiea  and 
two  chancels ;  in  that  to  the  south  ia  a  brasa  plate  oommemora- 
tireof  John  Kendall  and  Margaret  his  wife,  a.d.  1539.  'Hn 
uortbem  chancel,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Bapchild  courts 
has  been  deserted  by  itB  owners  for  many  years,  bein^  now  re- 
paired at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  The  steeple,  which  stands 
at  the  soatfa  side  of  the  church,  bas  a  tall  ipire  covered  with 
ihii^es. 

It  appears  by  the  Tetta  de  NedU,  that  in  the  time  of 
Richanl  I.  this  church  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  croun, 
■nd  given  by  that  king  to  one  Master  Oliver,  what  interest  he 
hid  therein,  or  how  long  he  continued  poBseseed  of  it,  is  not 
nwDtioned  ;  but  King  John,  in  his  6th  year,  at  the  inetaneenf 
Sinoo  de  Wells,  granted  to  the  church  of  Chichester,  and  him 
aod  his  successors,  bishops  of  Chichester,  tbie  church,  which 
wsa  of  bia  gift,  with  the  lands  and  woods,  and  ail  other  appuf- 
tcoances,  to  hold  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual  alma,  for  the 
«Mlowment  of  t^t  chnroh,  aa  be  had  promised  at  the  dedtoa^ 
tion  of  the  same. 

After  that  period  it  teems  to  have  been  allotted  to  the  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  this  church,  intended  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chichester,  to  whom  the  church  of 
Bapchild  was  a|iproptia(«d  by  ArebbiahopWeatherahed,  in  1229. 
Tbey  remained  owners  of  the  parsonage,  artd  the  advowaon  of 
the  vicarage,  the  former  of  which  was  demised  by  them  on  lease 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  latter  they  reserved  to  themselves. 

In  1640  this  vicarage  was  valued  at  £50  per  annum,  the  com- 
muaieanta  being  uziy-five,  but  ia  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  the 
commoQicants  amounted  to  eighty-two.     - 

it  was  snbseqttently  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  .books, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  X*J7,  the  yearly  tetiths  being  16b. 

Hiis  vicarags  was  augmented  by  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  with 
which  dmaiioQ  aonie  Uods  in  this  parish  were  purchased. 

la  1821  there  were  sixty  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Bapchild ; 
■ad  at  the  sanw  period,  when  the  Inst  census  of  the  pepulalttn 
wu  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  ths  numbers  of  inhabitanta 
were  as  follow:  m^s  160,  females  M7,  making  a  "total  of 
307acNiIt. 
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ToNQ  JB  the  next  parish  lying  nottliward  from  Bapchild, 
called  in  the  Saxon  language  Thaaiig,  having  derived  ite  name 
from  the  following  ancient  tradition. 

Afler  the  arrival  of  the  Saxona  in  this  kingdom,  and  their 
victory  over  the  Scots  and  Picts,  at  Stamford,  in  Lincolnshire, 
Vortigem,  king  of  Britain,  being  highly  satisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  two  Saxon  chiefs,  Hengist  and  Horsa,  expressed 
hinuelf  very  desirous  of  rewarding  them  for  their  services,  when 
Hengist  requested,  aaa  pledge  of  the  kite's  favor,  only  as  much 
land  as  an  ox  bide  could  encompass,  which  being  readily 
granted,  he  cat  the  whole  hide  into  small  thongs,  and  enclosed 
.within  tbem  a  space  of  ground  large  enough  to  contain  a  castle, 
which  he  accordingly  built  thereon,  and  tbence  named  it  Tkwang 
Caatrt,  that  is  Thong  caatle,  from  which  this  parish  bore  its 
appellation. 

Writers  differ  much  in  the  situation  of  this  land  ;  Camden, 
and  some  others,  place  it  at  Thong  castle,  near  Grimsby,  in 
Lincolnshire,  others  at  Doncaster,  while  Leland.  Kilburne,  and 
Philipott,  fix  it  here,  giving  the  same  old  traditionary  tale  to 
each  or  those  places,  which  rather  throws  a  doubt  on  the  whole; 
indeed,  it  appears  but  an  imitation  of  Virgil's  story  of  Dido's 
building  of  Byrsa,  .£neid,  i.  1.  369,  where,  speaking  of  that 
queen,  and  her  companions,  the  poet  says : 

"  Thej  cams  nbere  now  yon  Me  new  Ctrth^  riie. 

And  jon  proud  citadel  ioTide  die  stiai. 

The  wtnd'ring  exile*  bonght  ■  qteee  of  ground. 

Which  one  bull-bide  encloied  and  compuied  round. 

Hence  Byna  n«nied," 

Tliis  castle  was  most  conveniently  situated  for  the  purposes  of 
Hengist,  close  to  the  great  high  road  on  the  one  side,  and  not 
far  distant  from  the  water  called  the  Swalt  on  the  other,  through 
.which,  it  ia  supposed,  the  usual  passage  was  for  the  dipping 
between  the  main  land  and  the  Isle  of  Shepey,  in  former  times. 

At  Uiis  castle,  Hengist,  some  years  afterwards,  led  on  by  his 
unbounded  ambition,  resolved  to  attain,  by  fraud  and  Uvacbery, 
that  which  he  could  not  accomplish  by  force  of  arms.  Accord- 
ingly, as  a  good  nnderstanding  subsisted  between  the  Britons 
and  the  Saxons,  be  invited  Vortigem,  the  British  king,  to  a 
splendid  entertainment  at  this  castle,  who,  unsuspicious  of 
treachery,  attended  the  summons,  accompanied  by  300  of  his 
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ebief  nobility,  unarmed,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
Vortigero>  towardB  the  end  of  the  feast,  were  perfidiously  ma&- 
Mcred  by  the  Saxona.  The  British  prince  waa  detained  pri- 
soner, and  forced,  as  a  ransom  for  bis  liberty,  to  surrender  up  to 
the  Saxons  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  Uengist  added  to  his 
former  territories.  This  happened  in  the  year  46 1 .  when  Votti- 
gem  beinft:  set  at  liberty^  retired  into  Wales,  ft  was  also  at  a 
feast  held  at  this  castle  in  460,  that  the  story  is  told  of  Vorti- 
gem  having  become  so  enamoured  with  the  beauty  of  Rowena, 
daughter  of  Hengist,  that  after  repudiating  his  wife,  be  nisr* 
lied  her,  and  gave  up  to  Uengist  the  sovereignty  of  Kent. 
That  the  marriage  did  take  place  is  very  certain,  but  the  story 
of  the  king  falling  in  love  with  her  at  such  a  feast,  and  the 
other  additional  circnmstapces,  are  not  so  worthy  of  credit; 
isdeed  Bede  and  Gildaa  mention  nothing  of  the  kind,  and 
Mahnsbary  states  it  only  as  report. 

Tub  high  Doter  road  crosses,  the  centre  of  this  parish, 
at  the  eastern  boundary  of  Bapcbild,  just  beyond  Radfield. 
Jt  extends  on  the  southern  side  bb  far  as  KingsdOwu,  in  which 
partof  the  parish  are  the  estates  of  Newbarrow  end  Scuddington, 
with  partof  Wood  street ;  on  the  nortliern  side  it  extends  to  the 
marshes,  which  are  circumscribed  by  the  waters  of  the  Swale, 
Sowing  between  the  main  land  and  the  Isle  of  Elmley,  in  Shepey. 
ItcoDtains  about  1300  acres  of  land,  of  which  not  more  than 
leo,  in  the  sonthem  part,  consist  of  wood.  .That  portion  of  the 
parish  on  the  Dorthem  side  of  the  road  is  a  flat  and  low  country, 
almost  on  a  level  with  the  marshes,  and  equally  as  unhealthy  as 
Bapcbild,  lyin^  lower,  and  rather  more  exposed  to  the  damp  va- 
ponrs ;  the  lands  are  however  exceedingly  fertile  for  com,  con- 
sisting of  the  same  kind  of  round  tilt  land,  which  extends  along 
ibis  plain.  There  is  no  village,  the  church  standing  about  a 
mile  northward  from  the  road.  The  site  of  the  old  castle  is  only 
three  fields  from  the  north  side  of  the  same,  and  visible  from 
this  spot.  It  consists  of  a  high  mount,  containing  about  half 
so  acre  of  ground,  thrown  up  from  a  broad  and  deep  moat, 
which  surrounds  it,  whereof  the  north-west  part  is  nearly  dry, 
but  the  springs  that  rise  on  the  south-west  side,  which  formerly 
supplied  the  whole,  now  direfct  their  course  into  a  very  large 
pond  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  moat,  producing  such  a  plenti- 
fnl  supply  of  water,  as  to  afford  sufficient  to  turn  a  corn-miU 
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belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  whence  th«  current  runs 
northwerd  into  the  Swale.  A  Urge  cutlsBs  sword,  with  a  buck- 
hom  handle,  was  dug  up  within  the  site  of  this  caatle  many 
yeara  back. 

There  was  formerly  an  hospital  in  this  pariah.  Leland  says, 
"  there  was  a  poor  hospital  a  mile  beyond  Sittingboume,  called 
PokeshaulU."  Henry  VII.  gave  it  to  hii  physician,  Linacre, 
who  lefl  it  to  his  eon  ;  it  is  now  quite  down.  We  conceive  thia 
to  be  the  aame  houae  mentioned  in  the  Harleian  MSS.,  where 
there  is.a  commission,  signed  by  Richard  III.  in  his  let  year, 
for  Buffering  Arnold  Childre  to  occupy  the  almoux  house,  beside 
Sittingboume,  which  the  king  had  given  to  him  for  life.  Queen 
Mary,  in  her  4th  year,  granted  this  hospital  of  St.  James's,  of 
Puckleshall,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Newton,  to  Sir  John 
Parrot. 

There  was  formerly  a  family  of  some  note  hers  which  derived 
its  name  from  this  parish.  Semanua  At  Tong  was  so  eminent  a 
man,  that  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  he  lent  the  king  .£20,  being 
no  small  sum  in  those  days.  He  possessed  lands  at  Bredgar, 
Tonstall,  and  other  places  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  elsewhere, 
AS  well  as  at  Bredgar,  and  his  descendants  remained  there  down 
to  a  late  period. 

■  The  Castle  of  Tono  most  probaWy  fell  to  ruins  during 
the  time  of  the  Ssxon  heptarchy,  and  with  the  Manoh  belong- 
hig  thereto,  came  4n  that  situation  into  the  hands  of  the  Con- 
<]ueror,  who  gave  both  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  under  the 
general  title  of  whose  lands  they  were  entered  in  Domesday 
record. 

Upon  the  disgrace  of  that  prelate  they  were  held  "by  Hugh  de 
Port,  who  becamethe  immediate  tenant  of  (he  king,  being  held 
by  him  as  two  knight's  fees,  parcel  of  the  fourteen  knight's  fees 
and  a  quarter,  all  but  two  of  which  lay  in  this  coiinly,  making 
tdgether  the  barony  of  Port,  being  held  by  barony  of  the  castle 
of  Dover,  by  the  senrioe  of  performing  ward  there,  for  the  defence 
of  that  fortress  Of  his  descendant,  John  de  St.  John,  this 
manor  was  again  held  in  the  reign  uf  Edward  I.,  by  Ralph  Pitx- 
bemard,  who  died  in  the  same  reign,  leaving  a  son  Thomae, 
who  died,  and  a  daughter  Margaret,  marri^  to  Guncelin  de 
Badlesmere,  whose  son  Bartholomew  at  length  succeeded  to  this 
manor  and  castle,  as  part  of  the  inheritance  of  his  mother. 
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He  wM  a  mtia  much  in  fa?or  ivith  Edward  It.,  but  arurward* 
txeculed  for  rebellioi),  the  particulara  of  which  have  been  pre- 
fiouly  related,  but  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I II.  the  process  and 
jodgineot  having  been  reversed,  the  manor  of  Tong,  among 
others,  waa  restored  to  hia  son,  Giles  de  Bndlesniere,  who  died 
islHst  reign,  when  his  four  sisters  becoming  his  coheirs,  upon 
t  partition  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  fell  to  the  share  of 
hk  third  sister,  Elizabeth,  then  wife  of  William  Bohun,  earl  of 
TforEbampton,  who  in  her  right  possessed  it  by  the  same  service, 
u  above  mentioned. 

Though  he  left  issue  by  her,  this  manor  did  not  descend 
to  them,  but  to  the  children  of  her  first  husband,  Edmund 
Mortimer,  by  whom  she  had  one  son  Roger,  who  in  the  28th  of 
Ihslr^ign,  obtained  a  reversal  in  Parliament  of  the  judgment 
given  against  bis  grandfather,  Roger,  cart  of  March,  as  erro- 
WHiB  and  void,  upon  which  he  thenceforth  bore  the  title  of 
e»l  of  March. 

His  son  and  heir,  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  died 
possessed  of  this  estate  in  the  reign  of  Rtchard  II.,  holding  the 
toll  of  the  castle  of  Tong,  together  with  the  oaslle  annexed  to 
the  ssid  toft,  with  the  manor  appurtenant,  held  of  the  king  tn 
MpJIe,  as  of  his  castle  of  Dover,  by  the  same  service  as  before 
nentioned.  At  length  his  deaceodant,  Roger,  earl  of  March, 
dyin<c  under  Henry  VI„  Riohard,  duke  of  York,  son  of  Anne. 
bi*  sister,  was  found  to  be  his  next  heir,  and  consequently  pos- 
Kssed  this  eatate.  After  that  period,  in  endeavouring  to  up- 
hold the  title  of  the  house  of  York  to  the  crown,  he  was  slain 
U  the  battle  of  Wakefield,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  ^I..  bein^ 
ibsa  possessed  of  the  manor  of  Toiig,  as  was  found  by  the  in- 
(tuisition,  which,  from  the  confusion  of  those  times,  was  not 
taken  till  the  3d  of  Edward  IV.,  when  the  king  was  found  to  be 
biieUeat  son  and  next  heir. 

Notwithstanding  the  duke  of  York  is  said  by  the  above- 
owDUoncd  inquisition  to  have  died  possessed  of  this  manor,  yeb 
the  year  before  his  death,  an  attainder  had  passed  against  him 
Mtd  others,  with  the  forf^ture  of  all  their  hereditaments  in  fee, 
or  fee  tail ;  npon  which  this  manor  was  granted  by  Henry  VI.  to 
Thomas  Browoe,  esq.  of  Beechworth  castle,  afterwards  knighted 
uid  made  comptroller  and  treasurer  of  the  king's  household.. 
He  also  obtaiaed   a  grant  of  a  fair  al  his  manor,  to  be  held. 
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annually  on  St.  James's  day,  and  another  Tor  liberty  to  embattle 
his  castle,  and  enclose  his  lands  in  a  park.  His  eldest  eon.  Sir 
Geoi^  Browne,  in  the  Uth  or  Edward  IV.,  surrendered  all  his 
right  and  title  in  this  manor  to  Cicely,  duchess  of  York,  the 
king's  mother,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  upon  which 
it  passed  to  the  crown,  where  it  continued  till  Edward  VI. 
granted  it  to  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  afterwards  created  a  banneret  for 
his  signal  services  at  the  battle  of  Musselburgh,  in  Scotland,  to 
hold  in  eapite  by  knight's  service. 

He  soon  afterwards  alienated  this  manor  to  Sir  Rowland 
Gierke,  when  the  latter,  in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  passe'd 
it  to  Solomon  Wilkins,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son  David, 
then  residing  at  Bex,  or  Bexle  court,  in  this  parish,  an  estate 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Nottingham's,  of  Bayford, 
in  Sittingboume.  That  family  alienated  the  manor,  with  the 
site  of  the  castle,  to  William  Pordage,  ofRodmersham,  who 
also  purchased  some  lands  that  had  formerly  belonged  to  this 
manor,  and  in  his  descendants  it  contijiued  until  sold  to  the 
family  of  the  lies,  by  a  daughter  of  which  name  it  went  in  mar- 
riage to  one  Hazard,  whose  son  Richard  died  in  1784,  when  it 
passed  to  the  name  of  Shard,  when  William  Shard,  esq.  owned 
it  in  1791.  Since  that  period  it  was  sold  to  Richard  Seath,  esq. 
of  this  parish,  who  became  the  proprietor  of  the  site  of  this 
CMtle,  with  the  manor  annexed.  A  court -baron  is  held  for  this 
manor. 

Cheer's  Codrt  is  situated  in  this  parish,  though  great 
part  of  the  estate  belonging  thereto  lies  in  the  adjoining  district 
of  Murston.  It  was  anciently  written  Chick's  court,  once  the 
property  and  residence  of  a  family  called  At  Cheek,  and  some- 
times De  Cheeksell,  as  appears  from  ancient  deeds;  but,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  II.  William  de  Ore  had  become  entitled  to 
this  property,  with  whom  it  did  not  long  remain,  as  in  the  9th 
of  the  above  reign  Fulk  Peyforer,  who  had  been  knight  of  the  . 
shire  for  this  county  in  the  6th  year  of  that  prince,  died  posses- 
sed of  the  estate. 

From  the  name  of  Peyforer  it  passed  to  that  of  Potyn,  one  of 
which  family  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  and  left 
an  only  daughter  Juliana,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas 
St.  Leger,  second  son  of  Sir  Ralph,  of  Ulcomb,  who  afterwards 
resided  in  her  right  at  Otterden,  and  was  sheriff  under  Richard  II< 
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He  left  an  only  daughter  Joant  who,  marrying  Henry  Auober, 
m\.  or  Newenden,  entitled  her  husband  to  the  possession  of 
the  aame.  She  flurvived  him,  and  afterwards  married  .Robert 
Cipys,  to  whom  Henry  AucheT,esq.,  her  only  son  and  heir,  by 
ber  first  husband,  in  the  19th  of  Henry  VI.  confirmed  a  life 
niate  in  Cheek's  conrt,  Elmley,  and  other  parts  of  her  former 
iaheritance.  He,  upon  her  death,  became  possessed  of  this 
Mtate,  and  then  eold  the  manor  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  of  Tun- 
•(all,  ■herifi'  in  the  2d  of  James  I.,  who  alienated  this  estate  to 
Mr.  Christopher  Allen.  His  descendant,  the  Rer.  Thomas 
Allen,  rector  of  Murston,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1732,  and  de- 
nwd  it  by  will  to  his  cotisin,  Mrs.  Finoh  Allen,  married,  first 
to  the  Rer.  Mr.  Mills,  and  secondly  to  Thomas  Hooper,  gent, 
of  Stockbury.  Walter,  the  eldest  son,  became  possessed  of  this 
Mtate  on  his  father's  death,  and  left  two  daughters  coheirs ; 
Suih,  married  first  to  one  Steed,  and  secondly  to  William 
Hogesson.  esq.  of  Stodmarsh,  and  Dorothy,  who  married  Mr. 
Bobert  Radcliffe,  when  they  entitled  their  respective  husbands 
to  this  estate.  At  length  William  Hugesaon,  esq.,  about  the 
fear  1764,  purchased  the  other  part,  and  consequently  became 
poMessor  of  the  whole. 

NswBUBGH,  commonly  called  Newbmrom,  is  another  estate 
IB  the  southern  part  of  this  parish,  adjoining  Ltnated,  formerly 
Mcounted  a  manor,  which  however  has  long  lost  that  name.  It 
«tt  anciently  owned  by  a  family  which  thence  derived  its  aur- 
isnie,  after  which  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of 
tbe  Apuiderfield's,  whose  ancient  seat  was  at  Ohallock,  in  this 

GOUQty. 

Henry  de  Apalderfield  died  possessed  of  the  estate  in  the 
Rign  of  Edward  I.,  in  whose  descendants  it  continued  down  to 
WiUiamApnlderfield,  esq.,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI., 
Inriag  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  one  of  whom,  Eliz^eth,  ear- 
ned this  estate  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Phineux,  chief  jastice  of 
tbe  King's  Bench,  and  he  also  leaving  only  daughters  coheirs, 
<M  of  them,  Jane,  entitled  her  husband,  John  Roper,  esq.  of 
Eltbam,  to  the  possessimi  of  this  property.  He  was  attorney- 
geaeral  to  Henry  YIIl.,  and  died  in  1624,  leaving  two  sons  and 
M*erd  daughters,  when  William  succeeded  him  at  Eltham,  and 
t^riitopber  was  of  Lodge,  in  the  parish  of  Linsted,  and  inhe- 
Tiled  this  estate.     His  son.  Sir  John  Roper,  was  created  Lord 

fOL.  IV.  H 


^niized  by  Google 


83  HISTURY  OF  THE 

Teynham,  and  died  in  1618  possessed  of  this  estate,  which  coa- 
tinued  in  bis  descendants  til)  tlenry  Roper,  lord  Teynham,  in 
)766,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  William  CbambGrlain,  gent.,  of 
London. 

ToNC  ia  within  the  ECCLESIASTICAL  jdbisdictioh  of  the 
diocete  of  Canterbury  and  deanerif  ofSittingbourne.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Qilea,  consists  of  one  large,  and  two  narrow 
side  aisles,  having  a  tower  steeple  at  the  south  side.  It  was 
given  by  Edward  I.  to  the  abbey  of  West  Langdon,  to  which  it 
was  appropriated  by  Archbishop  Walter  Reynolds,  in  1325,  and 
continued  part  of  the  possessions  of  that  monastery  till  the  dis- 
solution under  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  passed  to  the  crown,  where 
it  did  not  long  remain,  as  that  king  granted  it  to  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  in  exchange  for  other  premises. 

The  vicarage  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £8  6  8,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  16s.  8d.,  and  the  yearly  certified  value 
£56  3  0. 

In  1640  the  estimate  was  £50,  the  communicants  beiog 
seventy •five. 

In  1661  Archbishop  Juxon  augmented  this  vicarage,  con- 
formably with  the  king's  letters  of  recommendation,  in  the  sum  of 
£10  per  annum,  out  of  the  great  tithes. 

In  1821  there  were  twenty-nine  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Toiig;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  122,  females  94,  making  a 
total  of  216  souls. 

MuRSTOM  lies  the  next  parish  westward  from  Tong,  usually 
called  Muslon,  deriving  its  name  from  being  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  marshes. 

This  parish  is  for  the  most  part  situated  on  the  north  sitje  of 
the  Dover  road,  to  the  left  of  the  bill  beyond  Sittingbourne,  only 
a  very  email  part  extending  southward  of  the  road,  near  the 
boundaries  of  which  is  the  parsonage.  It  extends  northward 
across  the  marshes  and  Salts,  as  far  as  the  waters  of  the  Swale, 
which  separate  the  main  land  from  the  isle  of  Sheppey.  The 
village  is  situated  midway  between  the  London  road  and  the 
marshes,  the  church  and  court  lodge  being  at  no  great  distance. 
The  parish  contains  about   1000   acres  of  land,   of    which 
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tbirty  are  wood.  The  situation  is  very  diaagreeable  and  un* 
hnlihy,  even  in  tbe  highest  grounds,  but  the  larger  portion 
lying  BO  ezceediogly  low  nnd  watery,  enveloped  by  creeks, 
miTshee,  and  sbIIb,  the  air  ia  much  impregnated  with  fogs, 
vhieh  emit  a  very  noxious  e£9uvia,  while  in  winter  they  uni- 
ronnly  prevail,  hovering  over  the  lands,  three  or  four  feet  in 
beight,  which,  combined  with  the  badness  of  the  water,  occa- 
lioD  very  severe  agues,  and  cause  the  complexions  of  the  in- 
babitants  to  become  of  a  dingy  yellow  colour,  so  that,  if  they 
larvive,  they  are  frequently  a£9icted  for  several  yean,  where- 
fore it  is  not  unusual  to  see  a  poor  man,  with  bis  wife  and 
bmily,  all  hovering  over  the  fire,  a£9icted  with  ague,  at  the  same 
time.  Dr.  Plot  remarks,  that  seldom  any  natives,  though 
bom  on  the  spot,  live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  This 
ebaracter  of  unhealthiness  extends  to  the  neighbouring  parishes 
00  the  northern  side  of  the  loed,  the  malady  not  being  peculiar 
to  the  county,  as  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  situated  near 
inarsfaes,  are  subject  to  the  same  fatality.  The  lands  in  this 
perish,  like  diose  of  Tong  and  Bapchild,  are  very  rich  and  fer- 
tile for  com  and  hops,  and  was  it  not  for  sach  a  prospect  of 
gaio,  and  the  high  wages  given  for  the  hazard  of  life  itself,  this 
tract  would  probably  be  deserted  of  inhabitants. 

In  Frid  wood,  southward  of  Murston  parsonage,  and  in  the 
Deighboorbood  ofFaversham,  there  are  several  hollow  caves  dug 
in  the  ground,  resembling  those  at  Crayford,  which  appear  to 
have  been  hiding  places  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  wherein  the 
inhabitants  secured  their  wives  and  children  from  the  ravages 
and  cruelly  of  their  enemies. 

A  small  part  of  this  parish,  consisting  of  several  acres  of 
aiaUe  and  wood  land,  lies  at  some  distance  from  the  rest,  en- 
tbely  surrounded  by  the  parish  of  Luddenham,  several  other 
parishes  intervening ;  it  seems  formerly  to  have  been  of  consi- 
derable account,  sod  in  ancient  records  is  mentioned  by  the 
name  of  the  manor  of  Herst  hall,  in  Herst,  that  part  lying  in 
Biung  wood  belonging  to  the  glebe  of  this  rectory. 

This  manor,  with  the  other  estates  of  the  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  became  confiscated  to  the  crown,  when  William  the 
Conqueror  granted  it  to  Hugh  de  Port,  who  held  it  of  the 
king  in  eapile,  by  barony,  as  of  the  castle  of  Dover,  by 
the  tenure  of  cutle-guard,  for  the  defence  of  that  fortress.     Of 
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him  and  his  desceodaiits,  the  St.  John's,  this  manor  was  again 
held  by  a  family  which  derived  its  name  from  their  residence 
here.  Bartholomew  de  Mnrston  stands  recorded  in  the  list  of 
those  Kentish  gentlemen  who  assisted  King  Richard  I.  at  the 
Biege  of  Ascalon,  and  his  descendant,  John  de  Murston,  held  it 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  in  the  20th  year  of  which  prince; 
he  paid  aid  for  it  as  one  knight's  fee. 

Before  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  this  family  had 
become  extinct,  when  Walter  lord  Fitzwalter  was  the  possessor, 
whose  descendant,  lord  Fitzwalter,  likewise  held  it  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.,  having  borne  for  his  arms.  Or,  a  fess  betvxen 
two  chevrons  gules.  He  alienated  this  manor  to  Sic  William 
Cromer,  lord  mayor  in  1413  and  1433,  and  died  possessed  of  it 
in  1433.  After  that  period,  this  manor  continued  in  his  des- 
cendants in  like  manner  as  Tunstall,  before  described,  till  it 
passed  with  that  estate,  by  a  female  coheir,  in  marriage  to  John, 
eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Hales,  of  Tenterden,  knight  and 
baronet.  In  his  descendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  hart,  of  St.  Stephen's,  near  Canterbury,  who  sold  it, 
some  few  years  after,  to  Rebecca,  widow  of  Sir  Roger  Twisden, 
bart.  of  Bradboum,  who  thus  became  possessor  of  this 
property. 

East  hall  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  once  accounted  a 
manor,  which  was  in  early  times  possessed  by  a  family  that 
assumed  its  surname  from  the  estate.  Joan  de  Eaathall  ia 
recorded  in  the  ledger-book  of  Davington  priory  as  having  been 
a  good  benefactor  to  the  nuns  there  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
III.,  when  that  name  having  become  extinct,  it  fell  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  De  la  Pine's,  who  bore  for  their  arms.  Sable,  three 
pineapples  or.  One  of  that  race,  James  de  la  Pine,  was  sheriff 
in  the  26th  of  Edward  III.,  and  died  possessed  of  this  manor 
in  the  37th  year  of  that  reign,  then  holding  it  of  the  king 
in  eapite,  by  the  tenth  part  of  one  knight's  fee. 

His  son  and  heir,  Thomas  de  la  Pine,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
II.,  conveyed  this  manor  to  Thomas  St.  Leger,  second  son  of 
Sir  Ralph  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  who  resided  at  Otterden.  He 
left  a  daughter,  Joan,  married  to  Henry  Aucher,  esq.  of  New- 
enden.  who  entitled  him  to  the  possession  of  this  estate,  and 
she  surviving  him,  afterwards  married  Robert  Capys,  when 
Henry  Aucher,  her  eon  by  her  first  husband,  confirmed  to  her 
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a  iife  eaUte  in  this  manor,  as  he  had  done  by  others,  aa  pre- 
nomly  mentioned. 

From  hiin  the  property  passed  to  the  name  of  Eveas,  as 
Bnmphrey  Eveas  was  Tound  to  die  possessed  of  the  manor  of 
Euthall  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  as  did  his  son,  John  Eveas, 
in  the  4th  of  Henry  VII.,  who  was  buried,  with  his  wife,  in  the 
north  chancel  of  the  church.  His  wife,  Mildred,  seems  to  have 
nirvired  him,  who  afterwards  married  l«wis  Clifford,  esq-  of. 
Bobbii^ ;  and  she  died  in  the  20th  of  Henry  VII.,  possessed 
of  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances  in  the  parishes  of  Murston, 
Toog,  Bapcfaild,  and  Elmeley,  held  in  eapite,  by  knight's  ser- 
Tice.  At  length,  her  grandson,  Humphrey  Eveas,  dying  in  the 
27th  of  Henry  VIII.,  left  four  daughters  his  coheirs,  one  of 
whom,  Alicia,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Hales,  whose 
ton,  Christopher,  in  the  6th  <^  Edward  VI.,  alienated  it  to  Sir 
Anthony  Aucber,  of  Otterden.  He  passed  it  by  sale  to  Thomas 
Gvdyner,  who,  in  the  lOtfa  of  Elizabeth,  transmitted  it  by  sale 
to  Mr.  John  Norden ;  when  the  latter,  in  the  17th  year  of  that 
reign,  levied  a  fine,  and  afterwards  alienated  the  property  to 
William  Pordage,  esq.  of  Rodmersbam;  in  whose  descendants 
it  rtiaained  till  oltimately  carried  in  marriage  by  a  daughter  to 
Me  Hazard,  thence  to  the  name  of  Shard,  and  a^ain  to  that  of 
Seatb,  in  which  it  continued. 

Mbbb  codbt  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  once  esteemed  a 
capital  mansion,  which  seems  to  have  been  so  named  from  its 
low  and  damp  situation,  near  the  marshes,  as  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  bad  any  owners  of  that  name. 

Thomas  Abelyn  held  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
in  the  4th  year  of  which  prince  he  died,  holding  it  of  the  king 
iae^pt/e,  when  his  grandson,  Thomas  Abelyn,  at  length  snc- 
ceeded,  and  left  hU  widow,  Istdda,  surviving,  who  married 
Henry  de  Apulderfield ,  which  uniMi  being  without  the  consent 
of  the  king,  he  paid  his  fine,  and  took  poasession  of  the  lands  of 
bis  wife,  as  wdl  here  as  elsewhere. 

This  manor  afterwards  went  into  the  possession  of  the  family 
of  the  Savage's,  of  Bobbing*  one  of  whom.  Sir  Arnold  Savage, 
died  possessed  of  the  estate  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  a.d. 
1374.  His  graadson,  of  the  same  name,  dying,  his  sister, 
Bcaaor,  bacame  his  h«ir,  who  marrying  William  Clifford,  esq., 
■In  entitled  him  to  this  estate,  with  the  rest  of  her  inheritance. 
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In  liig  descendants  it  remained  till  alienated  to  the  Croft's,  whose 
descendant,  Mr.  Daniel  Croft,  died  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
leaving  one  eon,  John,  and  two  daughters,  Helen  and  Margaret> 
who,  upon  the  death  of  their  brother,  an  idiot,  became  joint 
heirs  of  this  estate,  and  sold  it,  in  that  reign,  to  Mr.  Stephen 
Hulks.  His  descendant,  Nathaniel,  dying  without  issue  male, 
devised  it  by  will  to  his  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Anne,  the 
former  of  whom  carried  her  part  in  marriage  to  Mr.  John 
Austen,  of  St.  Martin's  hill,  near  Canterbury,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  1770.  She  survivfd  her  husband,  and  again 
became  entitled  to  this  share  of  Mere  court,  and  by  the  death 
of  her  sister,  Anne,  unmarried,  to  her  share  also,  of  which  she 
died  possessed  in  1781,  when  it  was  subsequently  sold  by  her 
heirs  to  Mr.  John  Lemmey,  who  resided  there. 

Mdbstom  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jdkisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanerj/  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
church,-  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  a  lai^e  building,  containing 
three  aisles  and  the  same  number  of  chancels,  having  a  square 
tower,  surmounted  by  a  wooden  turret. 

It  was  valued  in  Uie  king's  books  at  £10  14  2,  the  yearly 
tenths  being  £1  I ;  the  subsequent  value  being  computed  at 
£260  per  annum.  In  1578,  there  were  forty-two  communicants 
and  ten  houses  in  this  parish. 

In  1821  there  were  twenty  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Murston ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitant* 
wer^  as  follow :  males  74,  females  67,  making  a  total  of  141 
souls. 

The  next  parish  westward  from  Murston  is  Sittinobcushb, 
anciently  written  Sedingboume,  in  Saxon  Sadiitgbuma,  that  is, 
the  hamlet  by  the  bourn  or  small  stream. 

The  parish  and  town  of  Sittingbourne  is  situated  about  forty 
miles  from  London,  the  high  road  hence  to  Dover  traversing  the 
same.  The  parish  is  rather  above  the  level  of  the  marshes  that 
bound  the  northern  side,  from  which  the  ground  rises  to  the 
town.  The  situation  is  damp,  and,  on  account  of  the  air  and 
water,  is  rather  unhealthy ;  notwithstanding  which,  it  is  popu- 
lous and  cheerful.  From  the  town  the  ground  keeps  rising, 
southward,  till  it  joins  Tunstall,  on  the  road  to  which  place* 
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about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  is  a  good  modern  house,  called 
Glover's.  onc«  posaeased  by  Thomas  Bannister,  esq.,  who 
resided  therein,  which)  in  1791,  became  the  properly  of  his 
widow.  Eastward,  about  the  same  distance,  are  the  estates  of 
CbiUlon,  Fulaton,  and  Hysted  TunstatI,  with  Qolden  wood,  at 
Ibe  boundary  of  the  parish,  part  of  which  is  within  the  same, 
■djoioing  Bapchild  and  Rodmersham.  The  parish,  which  is 
imall,  contains  little  more  than  800  acres  of  land,  consisting  of 
liable,  pasture,  orchards,,  hop  grounds,  and  woods.  In  the 
upper  and  western  parts  the  soil  is  much  inclined  to  chalk  and 
tbin  land,  but  the  rest  is,  in  general,  a  fertile  loam,  especially 
■bout  the  town,  which  was  formerly  surrounded  by  orchards  of 
■pplet  and  cherries,  many  having  been  destroyed  to  make  room 
for  plantations  of  hops,  which  are  not^  however,  so  numerous  as 
fonserly.  Northward  of  the  town  the  grounds  are  appropriated 
to  pasturage;  and  at  a  small  distance  is  a  quay,  called  Crown 
qoay,  of  great  use  to  this  part  of  the  country,  in  facilitating  the 
export  of  com  and  wool,  and  relanding  the  various  commodities 
frpn  London  and  elsewhere.  At  a  small  distance  north-west 
liom  the  town  is  Bayford  court. 

It  appears  by  a  survey  made  in  the  8th  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
that  there  was  then  in  this  parish  eighty-eight  inhabited  houses, 
two  quays.  Crown  and  Haldredge  quays,  with  three  ships  and 
boats,  two  of  one  ton,  and  one  of  twenty-four  tons. 

The  town  of  Sittingboarae  is  built  on  either  side  of  the  high 
raad,  at  the  fortieth  milestone  from  London,  standing  on  a 
descent  towards  the  east.  It  is  a  wide  long  street,  unpaved, 
the  booses  being  mosUy  modern,  well  built  of  brick,  and  sashed, 
tbe  whole  wearing  a  cheerful  aspect.  The  principal  support  of 
^  place  has  always  been  derived  from  the  inns  and  houses  of 
tteeption  for  travellers,  of  which  there  are  several. 

The  inhabitants  are  particuljirly  proud,  in  consequence  of 
John  Northwood,  esq.  of  Northwood,  having  entertained  Henry 
V.  00  his  triumphant  return  from  France,  at  the  Red  Lion  inn, 
in  this  town,  which  still  bears  the  same  sign ;  and  though  the 
entertainment  was  plentiful  and  befitting  the  royalty  of  his  guest, 
nch  was  the  difference  of  the  times,  that  the  whole  expense 
■mounted  only  to  9s.  9d.,  wine  being  then  sold  at  2d.  per  pint, 
■od  oUier  articles  in  proportion.  About  the  centre  of  the  oppo- 
lite  tide  of  the  town  is  a  good  family  seat,  once  the  residence  of 
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the  Tomlyn's,  and  afterwards  of  the  Tamily  of  the  Lushington's, 
Beveral  of  whom  lie  buried  in  this  church.  At  length,  Thomas 
Godfrey  Lushington  left  this  manaion  to  reside  at  Canterbury, 
and  his  necond  son,  the  Rev.  James  Stephen  LushiDgton,  becom- 
ing possessed  of  the  same,  sold  it  to  Mr.  John  May,  who  after- 
wards resided  therein  for  some  years,  when  it  was  converted 
into  an  inn.  At  this  honse,  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
Lnshington'a,  Kings  George  I.  and  H.  constantly  lodged,  when- 
soever they  travelled  throngh  the  town,  on  thek  way  to  and 
from  their  German  dominions. 

The  church  and  vicarage  stand  almost  at  the  east  end  of  the 
town,  near  which  rises  a  clear  spring  of  water,  on  the  high 
road,  that  flows  thence,  northward,  into  Milton  creek. 

Queen  Elizabeth  by  a  charter,  in  her  16th  year,  incorporated 
the  town  of  Stttiogboume  by  the  name  of  a  Guardian,  andjree 
tenants  thereof,  and  granted  a  market,  weekly,  and  two  annual 
fairs,  with  many  other  privileges ;  whiclf  charter  was  acted  upon 
for  several  years,  until  that  queen  was  further  pleased  to  grant 
another  raoti  ample  document  in  her  4l8t  year,  whereby  she 
incorporated  this  place  by  the  name  of  a  mayor  and  jurats,  and 
regranted  the  market  aad  fairs,  with  the  addition  of  a  great 
number  of  privileges,  and  among  others,  returning  two  memben 
to  Parliament. 

This  charter,  however,  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been 
acted  upon,  or  the  privil^;es  exercised;  the  market,  after  having 
been  used  for  several  yeare,  has  been  dropped,  and  the  two 
yearly  fairs  only  kept  up. 

Lewis  Theobald,  the  poet,  rendered  famous  by  Mr.  Pope  in 
his  Dunciad,  wee  born  at  Sittingbourne,  his  fktfaer  having  been 
an  attorney  of  this  place. 

Some  few  of  our  antiquaries  are  inclined  to  fix  the  Riunsn 
station,  called  Dtiro/erutn,  at  or.near  Sittingbourne,  among  whom 
are  Mr.  Talbot,  Dr.  Horsley,  Baxter,  and  Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his 
commentary  upon  his  favorite,  Richard  of  Cirencester;  but 
they  have  little  to  offer  in  support  of  their  conjectures,  except 
the  distances  recorded  in  one  or  two  copies,  which,  however, 
are  so  different  in  many,  that  there  is  no  trusting  to  the  same  ; 
consequently,  every  writer  has  altered  them  to  suit  his  own 
hypothesis. 

In  893,  the  Danes  having  fitted  out  a  number  of  ships,  with 
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tbe  intention  of  ravaging  the  coABta  of  this  kingdom,  divided 
ibeir  vessels  into  two  fleets,  with  one  of  which  they  sailed  up 
tbe  river  Limeoe  or  Rother,  and  with  the  other,  under  the  com- 
muid  of  Hastings,  their  captain,  entered  tbe  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames,  and  landed  at  the  neighbouring  town  of  Milton,  near 
vhich  they  built  a  castle,  at  a  place  called  Kemsley  down, 
whence,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lo  the  north-east,  the  church 
«f  Milton  now  stands,  which,  being  ovei^rown  with  bushes, 
Kqoired  the  name.of  Castle  Rough,  King  Alfred,  on  receiving 
iolelligence  of  their  depredations,  marched  his  forces  towards 
Sent,  and  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  those  incursions,  built  a  for- 
tification about  a  mile  from  the  Danish  intrenchments,  a  small 
put  of  which  stonework  was^  to  be  traced  some  time  back  at 
Bayford  castle,  in  this  parish. 

The  manor  of  Milton  is  paramount  over  this  parish; 
nbordiaate  to  which  is. 

The  MANOR  OP  Goodneston,  perhaps  so  called  from  its 
hsTing  been  the  property  of  Goodwyne  earl  of  Kent,  who 
Mcaied  himself  at  Bayford  castle  in  1052,  when  having  taken 
sp  arms  against  Edward  the  Confessor,  he  ruised  forces,  and 
uraged  the  possessions  of  the  king,  whereof  the  town  of 
Hilton  constituted  a  part,  which  be  burnt  to  the  ground. 

On  his  death,  it  most  probably  devolved  to  his  son.  King 
Birold,  and  aft«r  the  battle  of  Hastings,  to  the  crown,  whence 
it  lenus  to  have  been  granted  to  the  eminent  family  of  the 
Ujbome's,  William,  son  of  Roger,  having  died  possessed  of 
Htn  property  in  the  3d  of  Edward  II.  His  granddaughter, 
Juliana,  succeeded,  and  entitled  her  husbands  successively  to 
tlus  estate,  and  in  default  of  all  beits,  either  lineal  or  collateral, 
tbe  manor,  among  the  rest  of  her  possessions,  escheated  to  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  to  Robert  de  Nottingham,  who  resided 
U  a  seat  adjoining,  called 

Bayfosd  castle,  where  bis  ancestors  had  resided  for  several 
generations.  Robert  de  Nottingham  lived  here  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  who  dates  several  deeds  from  this  caatle.  Robert, 
hit  Mccessor,  possessed  the  manor  of  Goodneston,  who  was 
sheriff  in  tbe  48th  of  Edward  HI.,  and  bore  for  bis  arms,  Palif 
""2/  <y  'k"*  pieces,  gules  and  argent,  in  which  year  he  died, 
■nd  was  found  possessed  of  Unds  at  Sharsted,  Pedding  in 
Teiihain,  Ncwlaud,  La  Hirst,  Higham  in  Milsted,  Bixle,  iiow 
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called  Biz  in  Tong,  and  lastly,  Goodneston,  with  Bayfor  in 
Sittingbourne ;  all  of  which  descended  to  his  only  son,  Joha 
Nottingham,  who  died  without  issue  male,  leaving  Eleanor,  his 
daughter,  his  sole  heir.  She  marrying  Simon  Cheney,  of  CratI, 
in  Sussex,  second  son  of  Sir  Richard  Cheney,  of  ShurUnd, 
became  in  her  right  entitled  to  thia  estate,  and  his  grandson, 
Humphrey  Cheney,  alienated  both  Goodneston  and  BayTord, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  tp  Mr.  Richard  Lovelace,  of  Queen- 
hythe, in  London. 

His  son,  Lancelot,  was  of  Bayford,  and  purchased  the  manor 
of  Hever,  in  Kingsdown,  near  Farningham  ;  under  which,  a 
more  ample  account  of  him  and  his  descendants  may  be  seen. 
His  second  son,  Wdliam,  heir  to  his  eldest  brother.  Sir  Richard, 
who  died,  at  length  became  possessed  of  Goodneston,  with 
Bayford,  at  which  place  he  resided;  and  dying  under  Henry  VII,, 
left  two  sons,  John  and  William  Lovelace,  es^s.,  who  possessed 
this  manor  and  seat  between  them.  The  former  resided  at 
Bayford,  where  he  died  in  the  2d  of  Edward  VI.,  holding  the 
moiety  of  this  manor  in  capile,  by  knight's  service;  and  leaving 
seven  sons;  Thomas  Lovelace,  the  eldest,  inherited  his  interest 
in  this  manor  and  seat.  He  procured  the  dUgavelment  of  his 
lands,  and,  in  the  10th  of  Elizabeth,  together  with  his  cousin, 
William  Lovelace,  by  a  joint  conveyance,  alienated  Goodneston, 
with  Bayford,  to  Mr.  Ralph  Finch,  of  Kingsdown,  in  this 
neighbourhood;  whose  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Finch,  of  that  place, 
passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Sir  William  Garrard,  who  was  lord 
mayor  in  1655,  and  whose  ancestors  had  been  of  this  parish  for 
several  generations. 

He  died  in  1571,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Magnus's  church,  in 
London,  having  borne  for  his  arms,  Argent  on  a /ess,  sable,  a 
lion  passant  oftkejield.  Alter  that  period,  it  descended  to  his 
grandson.  Sir  John  Garrard,  or  Gerrard,  as  they  afterwards 
spelt  their  name,  who  was  of  Wethamsted,  in  Hertfordshire, 
and  created  a  baronet  in  1621.  He  was  succeeded  therein  by 
his  eldest  son,  of  the  same  name,  at  which  time  Bayford  was 
become  no  more  than  a  farm-house,  being  called  Bayford  farm. 

He  died  in  1700,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Mary, 
who  carried  the  manor  of  Goodneston,  with  Bayford,  in  marriage 
to  Montague  Drake,  esq. of  Shardeloes,  in  Buckinghamshire,  who 
bore  for  his  arms,  Argent,  a  mvern  mlk  wings  displayed,  and 
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Imt  moved,  gules.  In  his  deacendants  the  estate  continued 
doini  to  WilH&m  Drake,  esq.,  m.f.  for  Agmoadesham,  in 
Bnckinghamsbire,  who  died  possessed  of  this  estate  in  1796, 
when  his  heirs  became  possessed  of  the  same. 

A  coart-baroa  is  held  for  the  manor  of  Goodneston,  with 
Bayford. 

Chilton  is  a  manor  situated  in  the  south-east  part  of  this 
parish,  formerly  accounted  a  manor,  having  had  owners  of  that 
name,  who  held  the  manor  of  Chilton,  in  Ash,  near  Sandwich, 
both  of  which  William  de  Chilton  held  at  his  death,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.  One  of  his  descendants,  under  Edward  III., 
pasted  it  away  to  a  Corbie,  whose  descendant,  Robert,  of 
Bonghton  Malherbe,  died  possessed  of  the  manor  of  Chilton, 
«  Childeston,  in  the  39th  year  of  that  reign.  It  then  passed 
by  a  female  heir  of  that  name,  in  like  manner  as  Boughton 
Malherbe,  to  the  family  of  the  Wotton's ;  and  thence  to  the 
Stanhope's;  in  which  name  it  continued  till  Philip  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  about  the  year  1725,  alienated  it  to  Richard 
Hvrey,  esq.  of  Dane  court,  whose  grandson,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Harvey,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1772,  leaving  his  widow  surviv- 
ing ;  since  which  it  was  sold  to  one  Balduck,  and  by  him  to  Mr. 
George  Morrison,  who  afterwards  resided  there. 

FvLSTON,  anciently  called  Foggleton,  was  a  large  mansion 
sitaated  at  a  small  distance  southward  from  Chilton,  last 
described,  which,  from  the  burials  of  the  Garrard's  in  the  chancel 
belonging  to  this  estate,  in  Sittingbourne  church,  seems  to  have 
been  the  early  residence  of  the  family  in  this  parish.  The 
estate,  however,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  was  become  the 
property  of  John  Cromer,  esq.,  thh-d  eon  of  Sir  James  Cromer, 
of  Tunstall,  who  died  in  1539,  leaving  his  three  daugl^ters 
coheirs;  and  in  one  of  the  windows  of  this  church  were  the 
arms  of  John  Cromer,  esq.  of  Pulaton,  and  his  two  wives, 
Guldeford  and  Grove,  with  their  several  quarterings. 

Probably  by  his  will,  or  former  entail,  on  his  dying  without 
issue  male,  this  seat  descended  to  his  nephew.  Sir  James 
Cromer,  of  Tunstall,  whose  grandson,  of  the  same  name, 
dying  without  issue  male  in  IS13,  Christian,  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  of 
Tenterden,  knight  and  baronet ;  and  in  his  descendants  it  con> 
tinued  down  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart,  of  St.  Stephen's,  near 
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Canterbury.  The  greatest  part  of  this  mansion  has  been  pulled 
down,  and  a  nent  rarm-bouse  erected  on'  the  ruins. 

SiTTINGBOURNB  is  withlD  the   ECCLESIASTICAL  JUBISOIC- 

TioN  of  the  (ft'oc«c  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingboume> 
The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  is  a  large  handsome 
building,  consisting  of  three  aisles  and  two  chancels,  with  two 
others  across ;  while  at  the  west  end  is  a  lody  beacon  steeple, 
with  a  clock  and  a  peal  of  six  bells.  On  the  octagon  stone 
front  are  the  arms  of  Archbishop  Arundel,  a  shield  bearing  a 
cross  fiorj/;  and  another,  with  the  emblems  of  the  crucifixion. 

This  church  was  burnt  to  the  ground  in  July  1762,  occasioned 
by  the  carelessness  of  workmen,  who  bad  been  repairing  the 
leads.  The  following  year  a  brief  passed  for  rebuilding  the 
fabric,  which,  from  the  contribution  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a 
gift  of  j^50  from  Archbishop  Seeker,  accomplished  the  under- 
taking. In  the  south  cross  chancel,  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
Fulston,  is  a  monument  for  Thomas  Bannister,  gent.,  obiit  1750, 
the  arms  being  Argent,  a  cross  fiory,  sable.  A  brass  plate, 
bearing  an  inscription  for  John  Cromer,  of  Fulston,  and  hi* 
two  wives,  being  loose ;  there  was  found  on  the  other  side 
another  memorial,  in  Latin,  for  Robert  Rokell,  esq.,  once 
dwelling  with  the  most  revered  Lady  Joan  de  Bohun,  countess 
of  Hereford  and  Northton,  who  died  in  143].  This  is  an  in- 
stance of  economy  which  has  been  discovered  at  times  in  other 
churches. 

In  the  south-east  chancel,  which  belonged  to  the  Chilton 
estate,  there  are  several  gravestones  for  the  family  of  the 
Lushington's  ;  whereof  Dr.  Lushington's  monument  was 
entirely  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  In  the  upper  part  of 
this  chancel  is  a  vault  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Chilton,  whereia 
is  deposited  only  one  coffin,  being  that  containing  the  ashes  of 
Mr.  Harrey,  whodied  in  1751. 

The  Archdeacon's  court,  in  which  he  holds  his  visitation,  is  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  chancel. 

The  coats  of  arms  in  the  windows  of  the  church,  which  were 
many  of  them  destroyed  by  fire,  have  been  since  refitted  with 
modem  glass. 

The  middle  chancel  is  that  of  the  archbishop,  and  belongs  to 
the  parsonage  ;  wherein  is  a  memorial  for  Malhew,  son  of  Sir 
John,  and  grandson  of  Archbishop  Parker,  who  died  in  1645 ; 
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tbe  north  chancel  being  used  as  s  vestry.  The  north  crou  chan- 
cel belongs  to  the  estate  of  Bayrord;  and  oo  the  north  wall  are 
tbe  effigies  of  a  woman  lying  at  length  in  the  hollow  of  th« 
nil,  with  an  arch,  carved  and  ornamented,  over  her;  and  mid- 
wi|  between  the  arch  and  the  figure,  a  flat  table-stone  of  Bethers- 
den  marble :  the  whole  bears  the  appearance  of  great  antiqui^. 

The  church  of  Sittingbouroe  belonged  to  the  Benedictine 
mumery  of  Clerkenwell,  to  which  it  was  appropriated  before  the 
8th  of  Richard  It.,  and  remained  part  of  the  revenues  until  its 
diuolution,  under  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  This  church  con- 
tinsed  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her 
3d  year,  granted  the,  parsonage,  with  the  advowson  of  the 
ncarage,  tbe  former  being  then  valued  at  £13  6  8,  to  Arch- 
bishop Parker.  After  that  period,  they  continued  parcel  of  tfa« 
ponegsioDS  of  the  archbishopric,  and  so  remained. 

la  the  8th  of  Richard  II.  this  parsonage  was  valued  at 
£33  6  8.  In  1678,  on  a  survey  of  the  diocese  of  Canterbury, 
it  was  returned  that  this  parsonage  was  impropriate  to  tbe 
queen's  majesty,  tbe  vicarage  being  also  in  her  gift,  when  the 
dwdliDg-hoases  were  eighty  in  number,  tbe  communicants  300^ 
lod  the  tenths  20s. 

The  vicarage  was  afterwards  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
£10,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1.  In  1640  it  was  valued  at 
f56,  when  the  communicants  were  380. 

The  vicarage  is  situated  not  far  from  the  north  side  of  tbe 
churchyard,  adjoining  which  is  the  only  piece  of  glebe  land 
bdMging  to  the  same. 

In  1821,  there  were  294  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sitting- 
bogme ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  tbe 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Pariiament,  the  numbers 
of  iobabitants  were  as  follow :  males  748,  females  789,  making 
1  total  of  1537  souls. 

Milton,  or  more  properly  Middleton,  is  the  next  parish 
Mrthwestward  from  Sittingbourne,  last  described,  which  seems 
to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  Saxon,  Midletun,  a  name 
deootmg  it  situation  in  the  middle  part  of  this  county. 

The  parish  of  Milton  is  mostly  situated  on  low  flat  ground, 
ud  extends  from  the  high  London  road  as  far  as  the  waters  of 
tbs Swale,  northward;  adjoining  to  which,  the  marshes  in  this 
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parish  are  both  fresh  and  salt  to  a  great  extent.  In  the  soathem 
or  upper  part,  nearest  the  London  road,  is  asmall  hamlet,  called 
from  the  soil  Chalkwell,  wherein  are  two  modem  houses ;  near 
which  arise  some  springs  that  fill  several  large  ponds,  and  the 
reservoirs  for  a  corn-mill  below;  after  which,  they  run  along  the 
eastern  skirts  of  the  town,  presenting  a  continued  swamp  of 
watery  bogs  into  the  creek  below.  The  town,  anciently  called 
the  King's  town  of  Milton,  as  being  part  of  the  ancient  pos- 
Beesions  of  the  crown,  is  situated  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
high  London  road,  at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  parish.  The 
chief  part  is  on  the  knoll  of  a  hill,  and  extends  to  the  head  of 
the  creek  that  flows  northward  hence,  when,  at  two  miles  dis- 
tance, after  several  meanderings,  it  joins  the  waters  of  the 
Swale.  This  district  has  a  very  indifferent  character  for  health, 
in  consequence  of  the  badness  of  the  waters,  and  the  gross 
unwholesome  air  to  which  it  is  subjected,  from  its  swampy 
situation;  nor  is  it  in  any  degree  pleasant,  the  narrow  streets 
or  rather  lanes  being  badly  paved,  and  for  the  most  part  inha- 
bited by  seafaring  people,  fishermen,  and  oyster-dredgers. 

The  commodious  situation  of  this  place  for  navigation,  near 
the  Swale,  to  which  the  town  once  stood,  much  nearer  than  at 
present,  caused  it  to  be  frequented  by  the  Danes,  in  their  plun- 
dering excursions  into  this  connty.  particularly  in  893,  when 
those  pirates,  who  had  been  ravaging  France  and  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, being  distressed  for  subsistence,  turned  their  thoughts  to- 
wards England,  for  the  sake  of  plunder,  and  sailed  up  to  Aple. 
dore,  having,  with  the  other  part  of  their  fleet,  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames,  when,  landing  in  this  parish,  they  built  a 
fortress  or  castle  here,  at  a  place  called  Kemsley  down,  in  the 
marshes,  midway  between  this  town  and  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 
The  site  of  that  erection  is  still  visible,  which,  as  before  observed, 
acquired  the  name  of  Castle  rough.  It  is  of  a  square  form, 
and  surrounded  by  a  high  bank  and  a  broad  ditch.  From  this 
fortress  the  Danes  not  only  made  their  excursions  and  plundered 
the  neighbouring  country,  but  secured  themselves  against  any 
power  the  king  might  send  against  them.  The  town  of  Milton 
being  part  of  the  royal  demesnes,  caused  its  destruction  by  Earl 
Oodwin,  who  being  at  variance  wilb  Edward  the  Confessor, 
arrived  here  with  a  great  force,  in  1052,  and  burnt  the  town, 
then  a  flourishing  place,  afterwards  ransacking  and  spoiling 
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many  other  of  the  king's  estates  throughout  this  county. 
Miltoii  does  Dot  appear  to  hare  ever  been  restored  to  its  former 
flourishiDg  coodition. 

Tbestate  of  this  place,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  may 
be  seen  from  the  survey  made  by  her  order  in  the  8th  year  of 
berreiga,  whereby  it  appears  that  there  were  then  in  Milton 
130  inhabited  houses,  four  landing-places,  one  called  Fludmill 
qaay,  appertaining  to  Sir  Henry  Cheney ;  the  second,  Wbitlock^s 
quy,  called  the  Town  quay  ;  the  third,  Reynold's  quay ;  and 
the  fourth.  Hamond's  quay :  ships  and  vessels  being  twenty-six, 
ud  persons  occupied  in  trade  and  fishing  twenty-four. 

The  town  of  Milton,  since  that  period,  has  greatly  increased, 
u  well  in  the  numbra  of  bouses  and  inhabitants,  as  in  its 
wealth  and  trade,  which  consists  chiefly  in  the  traffic  carrying 
OD  weekly  at  the  four  wharfs,  where  the  corn  and  commodities 
of  the  neighbouring  country  are  shipped  for  London,  and  goods 
of  every  description  brought  back  in  return. 
'  The  town  of  Milton  is  governed  by  a  portreve,  who  is  chossn 
annually,  on  St.  James's  day,  by  those  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
paying  church  and  poor  rates,  his  office  being  to  overlook  the 
narkets,  and  preserve  order  within  the  town:  he  also  executes 
the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  market,  in  all  matters  within  the 
hundreds  of  Milton  and  Marden;  settles  the  price  of  all  com- 
modities that  arrive  at  the  quays  or  any  other  creeks  within  the 
bmidrec],  comprising  all  such  merchandise  as  head  officers  in 
other  towns  are  empowered  to  set  prict^s  upon. 

The  market,  which  is  verji  plentiful  for  all  sorts  of  butcher's 
meat,  poultry,  8tc.  is  held  on  a  Saturday,  at  the  shambles  in  the 
centre  of  the  towof  Adjoining  the  same  is  the  market-house, 
and  at  a  small  distance  from  the  shambles  a  species  of  court 
bouse,  being  a  very  low  old-timbered  tenement,  where  the  courts 
of  the  manor  are  kept,  and  other  meetings  held  ;  at  other  times 
it  is  made  use  of  as  the  school-house,  beneath  which  is  the 
town  prison. 

The  tchool  is  endowed  with  the  annual  sum  of  £9,  the  master 
of  which  ii  appointed  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens ;  nine 
or  ten  boys  being  there  taught  to  read  and  write. 

There  is  an  annual  fair  held  here,  on  the  24th  of  July. 

The  lands  in  this  parish,  near  the  tovn,  are  very  rich  and  fer- 
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tile,  and  adjoining  are  the  marahes,  that  extend  to  ihe  waters  of 
the  Swale.  Below  the  hill,  westward,  is  another  streamlet, 
which  having  turned  a  mill  near  the  vicarage,  runs  contiguous 
to  the  church  and  court  lodge,  about  half  a  mite  below  the  present 
town;  and  near  the  former  is  conjectured  to  have  stood  that 
destroyed  by  Earl  Godwin. 

In  this  parish,  at  a  small  distance  northward  from  Bobbing 
place,  is  a  farm  called  the  Suinttn  farm,  from  that  diversion 
having  been  formerly  practised  there. 

The  fishery  belonging  to  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Milton  is 
of  very  considerable  account.  It  appears  to  have  been  granted 
by  King  John  by  charter,  in  his  7th  year,  to  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent of  Faversham,  by  the  description  of  the  JUheries  of  Milton, 
which  the  men  of  Seasalter  then  held  by  the  yearly  rent  of  20a., 
payable  at  his  manor  of  Milton. 

Edward  III.  confirmed  this  grant,  as  did  also  Henry  VI.; 
and  this  fishery  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  abbey 
till  its  disB(;lution,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

After  that  period  the  fee  timple  of  tbe  fishery  remained, 
together  with  the  manor,  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  when  tbey  were  passed  away,  by  the 
words  recited  in  the  grant  then  made  of  the  manor,  to  Sir 
Edward  Browne  and  Christopher  Favell;  after  which,  James 
Herbert,  esq.  coming  into  poBsension  of  the  same,  by  the  settle- 
ment made  by  his  father  Phihp,  earl  of  Pembroke,  he  in  the 
26th  of  Charles  II.  obtained  a  fresh  grant  of  this  fishery;  in 
opposition  to  which  there  was  a  -quo  warranto  brought  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  on  a  petition  of  the  fishermen  of  Roches- 
ter and  Stroud,  to  show  by  what  authority  they,  the  grantees, 
kept  courts  within  their  manor  of  Milton,  and  restrained  the 
fishermen  of  those  and  the  adjacent  towns  from  fishing  and 
dredging  for  oysters  within  this  hundred  and  manor;  however, 
on  a  trial,  a  verdict  was  given  in  his  favor.  It  subsequently 
continued  down  in  like  manner  as  the  manor  of  Milton,  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Philip  viscount  Wenman,  and  Mrs,  Anne  Herbert, 
who  became  proprietors  of  this  fishery  and  manor. 

The  company  of  FUhermen,  or  Drfd°-rr5,  of  this  fishery,  hold 
it  by  lease  from  the  owners  of  the  manor,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£100,  and  four  bushela  of  oysters.     They  are  governed  by  their 
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particntu  officers,  under  certain  rules,  or  by-laws,  made  by 
•Dcicnt  custom,  at  the  court  baron  of  this  manor;  there  ere' 
■boat  140  freemen  belonging  to  the  same. 

The  oysters  produced  from  these  grounds,  within  the  limits  of 
tbis  fichery,  are  usually  called  Milton  Natioet,  and  esteemed  the 
fbest  and  richest  flavored  fish  of  any  in  Europe.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  particularly  described  by  Jurenal,  in  his 
fiwrth  satire,  as  being  reckoned  a  great  delicacy  even  in  his 
lime. 

lite  sum  usually  returned  for  these  oysters  is  from  £3000  to 
iTOOO  per  annum.  The  Dutch  have  been  supposed  by  many 
lo  faare  engroteed  this  article  of  luxury  ;  however,  they  expend 
bat  a  very  small  part  of  the  above  sums,  and  sometimes  none 
fcr  the  space  of  seven  years  together. 

Ix  THK  WBSTEBN  PART  of  tbis  parish  there  are  several 
bnodred  acres  of  coppice  wood,  which  join  a  much  larger  tract 
of  the  same  kind  extending  southward  almost  as  far  as  Binbnry 
pound,  on  the  west  side  of  Stockbury  valley,  for  the  space  of 
Marly  Sve  miles.  These  woods,  especially  those  in  and  near 
this  parish,  are  Doted  for  the  great  plenty  of  chesnut  stubs  in- 
tenperBccI  promiscuously  throughout,  which,  from  the  quick 
gnwUi  of  this  kind  of  wood,  renders  them  very  valuable.  They 
tie  so  Domerous  as  to  be  denominated  the  Chesnut  woods,  and  in 
the  preaentment  made  of  the  customs  of  this  manor  of  Milton, 
ia  1576,  it  is  mentioned,  that  the  occupiers  of  the  three  mills 
hdd  of  the  manor,  should  gather  annually,  for  the  lord  of  the 
nine,  nine  bushels  of  cheste'nottes,  in  Chestnott  wood,  or  pay 
lighleen  peace  by  the  year  to  the  queen,  who  then  held  it  in  her 
own  hands,  and  was  possessed  of  300  acres  of  Chesnut  wood 
aithin  this  handred. 

These  cheannts  are  undoubtedly  the  indigenous  growth  of 
&itain,  planted  by  the  hand  of  nature.  They  are  interspersed 
thronghont  the  tract  without  any  form  or  regularity,  and  many 
of  them,  from  their  appearance,  are  of  great  age  ;  some  being 
Mariy  worn  out  and  perishing,  which  are  made  use  of  as  the 
iavun,  or  bouttdarieSy  as  well  of  private  property  as  parishes. 
It  is  evident  they  were  first  pitched  upon  in  preference  to  others 
tot  tliat  purpose,  as  being  the  largest  and  most  ancient  of  any 
trees  then  existing;  and,  as  they  are  seldom  cut  down,  or 
altered,  they  muat  have  stood  sacred  to  this  use,  from  the  ear- 
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liest  iDtfodacUon  of  prirate  property  ioto  the  kingdom,  and  also 
itsfirst  diviaion  into  parishes.  Foir  letters  were  prioted  in  177 1 , 
after  having  b«en  read  to  the  Royal  Society,  two  of  which  were 
written  by  Dr.  Ducarel,  and  the  other  two  by  Mr.  Thorpe  and 
Mr.  Hasted,  to  prove  that  cheanut  trees  were  the  iodigenous 
growth  of  this  kingdom,  in  answer  to  an  idea  of  the  Hon.  Dainea 
Barrington,  who  bad  a  wish  to  establish  a  contrary  opinion. 

Henry,  youngest  son  of  Robert  Sidney,  second  eari  of  I^i- 
cester,  was  in  1689  created  frarono/"  Afifton,  and  viscount  Sidney 
of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey,  and  in  1694  earl  of  Romney.  H«  died 
unmarried  in  1704,  and  was  buried  at  St.  James's,  Westmineter, 
when  his  titles  became  extinct. 

Even  as  early  as  the  reign  of  King  Alfred,  when  he  divided 
the  county  into  laths  and  hundreds,  this  place  was  in  his  own 
hands,  as  part  of  the  roj/al  demanet,  and  is  therefore  constantly 
mentioned,  by  our  ancient  historians,  by  the  description  of  VUla 
Regia  de  Midleton,  that  is,  the  king's  town  of  Midlebm  /  on 
which  account  it  appears  probable  he  annexed  the  hundred  to 
the  manor,  as  a  place  more  eminent  than  any  other  within  the 
boundaries  thereof,  and  called  it  by  the  same  name. 

Milton  continued  part  of  the  ancient  demesne  of  the  crows 
when  taken  possession  of  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and  was 
entered  accordingly  in  the  record  of  Domesday. 

Hie  lAanor  of  Milton,  with  the  hundred  annexed,  continued 
part  of  the  royal  demesnes  till  the  reign  of  Charles  I. ,  and  had 
been  usually  granted,  previous  to  that  reign,  from  time  to  time 
to  the  different  queens  of  this  realm,  as  part  of  their  dower,  or 
to  others  of  the  blood  royal,  who  procured  many  exemptions  and 
privileges,  most  of  which  it  continues  to  enjoy. 

In  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  it  remained  in  the  hands  of 
that  monarch,  as  appeared  by  his  exchange  of  lands  belonging 
thereto,  among  others,  for  the  manor  of  Faversham,  in  order  to 
found  the  abbey  there;  and,  in  the  reign  of  John,  the  inhabi- 
tants gave  the  king  ten  marks,  to  use  the  same  liberties  they 
bad  done  under  Henry  I.  Hugh  de  Montfort,  nephew  of 
Henry  III.,  had  the  custody  of  this  manor  and  hundred  for  the 
king's  use,  in  the  42d  of  that  reign.  In  the  1st  of  Edward  I. 
William  de  Heure  had  custody  of  the  same  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  king,  as  had  John  de  Burgo  the  year  after.  He  however 
held  it  only  for  a  short  period,  as  the  king,  in  bis  9th  year, 
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unnted  the  property  for  life  to  Queen  Eleanor,  his  mother,  who 
faetd  it  at  her  death  in  the  20tfa  year  of  his  reign,  at  which  time 
iha  towD  Mems  to  have  had  a  coroner  distinct  from  those  of  the 
coaoty.  After  that  period  the  same  monarch  settled  it  in  dower 
OD  bit  seeoDd  wife.  Queen  Margaret,  who  survived  him,  and  died 
IMUMSKd  of  it  in  the  10th  of  Edward  II.,  during  which  time 
she  ckimed,  and  had  a  further  aJlowance  of  liberties  and  privi- 
teges  for  the  same.  The  following  year  the  king  gave  it  to  his 
Qaeen  Isabella,  in  dower,  who  obtained  the  grant  of  a  weekly 
muket,  and  an  annual  fair.  She  doe^  not  seem  to  have  conti- 
sued  long  in  the  possession  of  this  manor  after  the  death  of  her 
huband,  which  occurred  in  1327,  as  Edward  III.  madeagrant 
of  it  to  bia  queen  Pbilippa  in  dower,  in  the  7th  year  of  his 
mgn.  About  that  period  the  mill  within  this  manor,  called 
Soflth  Miloe,  was  the  king's  prison,  and  he  granted  the  custody 
of  it  accordingly. 

The  above  princess  obtained  the  confirmation  of  several  dif- 
Emot  liberties  and  immunities,  who,  in  the  19th  of  Edward  HI. 
demised  this  manor,  with  the  hundred,  and  all -privileges,  except 
njalties,  to  William  de  Clinton,  earl  of  Huntingdon,  for  a  term 
of  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £200. 

Queen  Pbilippa  died  in  1369,  most  probably  in  posBession  of 
this  manor,  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  during 
tlie  whole  of  the  succeeding  reign  of  Richard  II.,  for,  on  the 
Kcession  of  Henry  IV.,  he  granted  it,  in  his  Lst  year,  to  Hugh  de 
Walterton,  constable  of  Queenborough  castle,  and  again  in  his 
7ih  year,  to  his  fourth  son  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucester,  who 
died  possessed  of  it  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VI.  On  his  death 
Ike  possession  reverted  to  the  crown,  when  the  king  granted  this 
Baoor  and  hundred  to  Margaret,  his  queen,  to  hold  during  her 
Ue,  who  possessed  it  till  the  1st  of  Edward  IV.,  when  she  was 
sttainted  in  Parliament,  together  with  Henry  VI.,  their  son  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  others ;  when  Edward  IV.,  in  his  4th  year, 
giioted  this  manor,  with  the  hundred,  to  bis  youngest  brother, 
Gco^e  Plantagenet,  duke  of  Clarence.  Ha,  in  the  18th  year  of 
tUt  reigp,  falling  under  the  displeasure  of  the  king,  was  at- 
Isiated  of  high  treason,  when  it  again  reverted  to  the  crown, 
«kcre  it  continued  during  that  reign. 

After  the  above  period  we  do  not  meet  with  any  further  grants 
of  the  manor  being  made  ;  but,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a.d. 
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1676,  when  it  was  in  the  possession  of  that  queen,  a  tolemn  tn- 
quisilion,  by  virtue  of  a  commission,  was  issued  to  Sir  R.  Man- 
wood,  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
concerning  the  customs,  bounds,  and  rights,  of  her  manors  and 
hundreds  of  Milton  and  Mardea,  the  same  being  a  very  curious 
and  interesting  record.  In  a  patent,  or  deputation,  also  granted 
that  year  to  the  Lord  Cobham,  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  by 
the  Lord  Admiral  Howard,  the  former  was  empowered  to  olatm 
such  a  wreck  of  the  sea  as  was  not  claimed  by  any  particular 
grant,  an  exception  being  made  of  this  place  of  Middleton,  and 
the  sea  adjoining  thereto. 

At  length  James  I.,  in  hia  7th  year,  granted  this  manor,  with 
the  hundred  of  Milton,  to  Philip  Herbert,  earl  of  Montgomery, 
for  the  term  of  sixty  years  ;  and  his  successor,  Charles  L,  by 
letters  patent,  granted  the  fee  of  the  same  to  Sir  Edward 
Browne  and  Christopher  Favell,  who  soon  after  wards  conveyed 
their  interest  therein  to  Sir  Edward  Leach  and  EdwardTaverner, 
who  passed  it  by  sale  to  Philip  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mon^^ 
mery,  before  mentioned,  when  he  became  entitled  to  the  fee,  as 
well  as  the  possession  of  this  manor.  He  had  been  created 
lord  Herbert  of  Shurland,  in  Sheppey,  and  earl  of  Montgomery, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  L,  on  the  death  of  his  eldest  brother, 
William  earl  of  Pembroke,  without  surviving  issue,  whom  ha 
succeeded  in  titles  and  estates.  In  the  6tb  of  James  L  he  bad 
been  elected  knight  of  the  Garter,  lord  chamberlain  of  the  house- 
hold to  Charles  I.,  chancellor  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  and 
constable  of  Queenborough  castle. 

By  Susan,  his  first  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  earl  of  Oxford, 
he  had  sereu  sons,  two  of  whom  only  survived  him,  Philip,  his 
successor  in  honours  and  titles;  and  the  Hon.  James  Herbert; 
on  whose  marriage,  in  1645,  with  Jane,  daughter  and  sole  heir 
of  Sir  Robert  Spiller,  of  Laleham,  in  Middlesex,  his  father,  the 
earl,  settled  this  manor  and  appendages.  He  left  two  sons,  of 
whom,  Thomas,  the  eldest,  died,  when  James  Herbert,  esq.,  the 
other  male  heir,  suaceeded  to  this  manor,  and  was  of  Kingaey, 
in  Buckinghamshire,  whose  son,  James  Herbert,  esq.  of  Tyr^ 
tfaorpe,  in  Oxfordshire,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1709.  He  left 
two  sons,  James,  and  Philip;  and  two  daughters,  Sophia,  mar* 
ried  to  Philip  viscount  Wenman,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ; 
and  Anne. 
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Jtmea  Hubert,  esq.  of  Kingsey,  the  eldest  son,  sncceected 
hit  father  in  this'  manor,  and  served  in  Parliament  for  Oxford- 
ihire.  He  died  in  1721,  on  wLich  it  descended  to  bis  surviving 
brother,  Philip  Herbert,  esq.  of  Tyrthorpe,  afterwards  u.P.  for 
Uiecity  of  Oxford,  who  also  died  in  1747,  on  which  this  manor, 
among  his  other  estates,  devolved  to  bis  two  sisters,  above 
nwDboned. 

Philip  viscount  WeDman,  in  right  of  Sophia,  bis  wife,  ao 
cordingly  became  possessed  of  a  moiety  of  this  manor,  with  its 
appendages,  of  which  he  died  possessed  in  1760,  leaving  two 
•CDS,  Philip  lord  viscount  Wenman,  who  married  Eleanor, 
danghter  of  Willoughhy,  late  earl  of  Abingdon  ;  and  Thomas 
Fnncis,  i.i.,d.,  regius  professor  of  civil  law  in  the  university  of 
Oirord,  who  was  unfortunately  drowned  there  in  1796;  and 
ooe  daughter,  Sophia,  married  to  William  Humphrey  Wickbam, 
CM),  of  Swaleclifie,  in  Oxfordshire.  On  the  death  of  Lord 
Wenman,  bis  widow  became  entitled  to  bis  moiety  of  this  manor, 
for  her  life,  upon  whose  death,  in  1 787,  it  descended  to  her  only 
•univing  son,  the  Right  Hon.  Philip  viscount  Wenman;  but 
the  otbei  moiety  of  this  estate  continued  in  the  possession  of 
Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  the  other  sister,  and  at  length  coheir  of 
Philip  Herbert,  esq.  of  Tyrthorpe.  Lord  Wenman  bears  for 
bis  arms.  Party,  per  pale,  gules,  and  azure,  a  cross  patence,  or; 
net  it,  an  escutcheon  of  pretence,  for  Herbert,  party,  per  pale, 
attire,  and  gules,  three  tioacels  rampant,  argent,  with  a  proper 
^iference;  EuppoTUn.lwo  greyhounds,  gules,  gorged  with  plain 
altars,  or. 

There  is  a  conrt-leet  and  court-baron  held  for  this  manor  and 
kondred,  at  Easter  and  .Michaelmas,  annually,  usually  styled  in 
■Mords,  the  court  of  ancient  demesne  for  the  manor  and  hundred 
t/Milton. 

NoBTHwooD  Chastekrrs,  n b nail y  Called  Norwood,  is  an 
eminent  manor  here,  which  derived  its  name,  as  well  from  its 
■itaation  in  the  western  part  of  this  parish,  as  the  large  tract  of 
voodlands  adjoining,  which  woods  having  large  quantities  of 
cbesnuta  growing  throughout,  acquired  for  this  manor  the  addi- 
Uooal  name  of  Chasteners.  Lambard,  in  his  Perambulations, 
■■ys,  that  this  manor  was  of  snch  account  in  the  days  of  King 
Edward  the  Confessor,  that  100  bui^esses  of  the  city  of  Can- 
terbory  owed  their  suit  to  it,  as  appeared  by  the  record  of 
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Doiaeadfty ;  that  writer,  however,  has  mistaken  the  deacnption 
of  Little  BartOD  manor,  aear  Canterbury,  which  is  called  Kor- 
wood  in  that  record,  for  this  manor  or  the  aama  name  in  Milton. 

Stephen,  son  of  Jordan  de  Shepey,  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of 
Richard  I.  and  King  John,  ohtained  a  grant  of  thia  manor  from 
the  crown,  and  built  a  mansion  here,  which  be  moated  round, 
and  encompassed  with  a  park,  well  wooded  and  stored  with  abno- 
dance  of  deer  and  wild  boars.  Hence  be-  assumed  the  name  of 
Norwood,  which  was  borne  by  all  his  descendants. 

Stephen  de  Norwood,  above  mentioned,  lived  to  a  very  ad- 
vanced age,  who,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  gave  two  acres 
of  land  in  Northwoode,  for  building  a  chapel  there,  and  ten 
acres,  fov  the  maintenance  of  the  chaplain,  all  in  small  tithes, 
as  well  of  his  tenements,  as  of  his  mills,  and  half  an  acre  of 
land  contiguous  to  the  latter.  His  son,  Roger  de  Noitbwood, 
stands  registered  in  the  list  of  those  Kentish  gentlemen  who 
where -engaged  with  Richard  I.  at  the  siege  of  Ascalon,  ia 
Palestine,  and  was  interred  in  the  church  of  Minster,  in  Sheppoy, 
as  also  the  Lady  Bona,  his  wife.  Their  son.  Sir  Roger  de 
Northwood,  in  the  41st  of  Henry  III.,  procured  the  tenure  of 
his  lands  to  he  changed  from  gavelkind  to  knight's  service ; 
before  which,  he  had,  in  the  32d  year  of  that  reign,  entered  into 
a  composition  with  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Angustine'a  for 
the  prosecution  of  his  father's  purposes,  of  the  endowment  of 
the  chapel  before  mentioned,  which  he  had  previously  conv^ted 
to  his  own  use,  and  for  the  providing  for  the  indemnity  of  the 
mother  church  of  Milton,  of  the  patronage  of  the  abbot  and 
convent. 

In  the  Ist  of  King  Edward  I.  writs  were  issued  to  several  of 
the  principal  gentry  and  their  wives  of  this  and  other  counties 
to  he  present  at  the  coronation  at  Westminster,  on  the  Sunday 
next  after  St.  Valentine's  day,  one  of  which  writs  was  directed, 
lohi  de  Northwode,  el  Consorti  »U(e;  lohi  de  Northwode.Jim.,  et 
ConsortibuM  iui$. 

He  died  in  the  13tb  year  of  that  reign,  then  holding  this 
manor  in  capites  by  knight's  ervice ;  in  whose  descendants,  men 
eminent  in  their  time,  having  received  summonses  to  Parliament, 
it  continued,  many  of  whom  lie  buried  in  Milton  church.  They 
bore  for  their  armsf'raitne,  a  cross,  engrailed  gules,  which  shield, 
impaling  Norton,  formerly  appeared  in  several  parts  of  the 
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ebrstera  of  Canterbury  cathedral.  This  manor  continued  down 
toJshii  de  Northwood,  esq.'  of  Northwood,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth, danghterond  coheir  of  John  Frogenhall,  by  whom  be  had 
auo,  of  the  same  name,  who  dying,  hia  two  Bisters,  one  mar- 
ried to  John  Barley,  and  the  other  to  Sir  John  Norton,  became 
kii  coheirs,  and  on  the  division  of  their  estates,  the  latter  be- 
ctme,  in  right  of  his  wife,  possessed  of  this  manor.  He  was 
•IcKeiided  from  Nicholas  de  Norton,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  and  was  possessed  of  much  land  in  the  neigh- 
buerhood  of  Norton  and  Pnversham,  as  appeared  by  the  char- 
tslary  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Augustine.  His  descendants, 
I^  the  marriage  of  a  female  heir  of  the  family  of  At  Leeze,  at 
length  became  possessed  in  her  right  of  Sheldwich .  Ultimately^ 
ReginakI  Norton,  esq.  left  two  sons;  John,  who  married  the 
diDghter  and  coheir  of  John  Northwood,  esq.,  as  before  men- 
tiooed  ;  and  William,  ancestor  of  the  Norton's,  of  Fordwtch,  in 
thiseounty.  Hehad  likewise  an  illegitimate  son,  named  Thomas 
Nortwi,  or  Qrene,  which  tatter  name  all  his  descendants  as- 
nmed. 

John  Norton,  esq.,  above  menUoned,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  attended  Sir  Edward  Poyning's,  knight  banneret,  whea 
l>e  wen^  to  the  assistance  of  Margaret  duchess  of  Savoy,  gover- 
ne«s  of  the  Low  Countries,  sister  to  the  emperor,  against  the 
dake  of  Gaildres ;  who,  for  his  services  there,  was,  with  others, 
kaighted  by  Charles  the  young  king  of  Castile,  afterwards 
crowned  emperor. 

In  the  &th  year  of  the  above  reign,  he  served  the  office  of 
■beriff,  and  dying  in  1534,  wasburied  in  the  Northwood  chancel, 
io  Hilton  church.  His  descendants,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 
Gukt,  a  cross  potent,  ermne,  continued  to  reside  at  Nortbwood 
down  to  Thomas  Norton,  of  Northwood,  who  was  sheriff  in  the 
17th  of  James  I.,  and  knighted.  In  the  20tb  year  of  that  reign, 
he  alienated  this  manor  to  Manasses  Northwood,  esq.  of  Dane 
omrt,  in  Thanet,  descended  from  a  collateral  branch  of  those 
slready  mentioned  as  the  early  possessors  of  this  manor,  who 
ben  for  their  arms  the  same  coat  as  the  Northwood's,  before 
sdv«ted  to,  with  the  addition,  in  the  first  quarter,  of  a  wolfs 
And  eraKd,  gules.  He  died  in  1636,  holding  this  manor  in 
t^le,  by  knight's  service,  whose  son ,  Richard  Northwood,  esq., 
■hortly  after  his  father's  decease,  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Sir 
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William  Tufton,  knight  and  bart.  of  HothBeld.  a  yoanget 
brother  of  Nicholas  the  first  earl  of  Thanet,  who  bad  beea 
governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  eabaequeotly  resided  at  Vintners, 
in  Boxley. 

On  his  death,  Sir  Benedict  Tufton,  bart.,  his  eldest  son.  suc- 
ceeded to  the  manor  of  Northwood,  but  dying,  bis  next  brother. 
Sir  Charles,  became  his  heir,  who  held  this  estate,  and  by  deed, 
'  in  1661,  alienated  it  to  Gilbert  Roope,  of  Vintners,  and  George 
Charlton,  of  Boxley,  tanner,  who,  in  1664,  sold  it  again  to 
Captain  Stephen  Mitchell,  of  Rotherhitbe,  in  Surrey.  His 
heirs  instituted  a  suit  in  Chancery  to  determine  the  property, 
when  it  was  ordered,  by  a  decree  of  the  court,  nuder  Charles  II., 
to  be  sold ;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  became  Tested,  about 
the  year  1680,  in  Mr.  Mathew  Crover,  gent,  of  Rotherhitbe, 
who,  with  others,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  same  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Houghton,  gent,  of  Islington,  for  the  term  of  bia  life, 
with  remainder  to  Susan,  then  wife  of  Mr.  Johta  Marsh,  in  tail 
generiU.  She  left  an  only  daughter,  of  her  own  name,  who 
carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Richard  Davenport,  gent.; 
but  surviving  her  husband,  she  suffered  a  recovery  of  the  pro- 
perty under  George  I.,  and  afterwards,  by  will,  in  1731,  devised 
it  to  her  son,  in  tail,  with  divers  remainders. 

Mr.  John  Davenport  levied  a  fine  of  this  manor  in  1742»  and 
in  1753  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Mr.  John  le  Grand,  descended 
from  Julian  le  Grand,  a  native  of  Bailleu,  who  left  the  Low 
Countries,  on  account  of  his  religion,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
He  died  unmarried  in  1794,  and  devised  it  by  will  to  Robert 
Rushbrooke,  esq.  of  Canterbury.  A  court-baron  is  held  for 
this  manor. 

Gbotehubst,  now  generally  called  Graven,  is  a  manor 
situated  somewhat  less  than  a  mile  norUiward  from  the  town  of 
Milton,  and  was  once  the  inheritance  of  a  family  of  that  name. 
Sir  William  de  Qroveburst  possessed  it  in  the  reigns  ofEdward  I. 
and  II.,  as  did  his  descendant,  Sir  Richard  Groveburst,  in  that 
of  Henry  VI[.  At  length,  Thomas  Groveburst,  esq.,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.,  alienated  it  to  Clement  Fynche,  a  branch 
of  that  family  of  Netherfield,  in  Sussex,  descended  from  Vincent 
Herbert,  otherwise  Finch,  and  ancestors  of  the  several  branches 
of  this  family  who  were  from  time  to  time  created  peers  of  this 
realm,  whose  arms  they  likewise  hoie. 
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It  ftppean  by  the  escheat  rtdU  oF  the  3il  of  Queen  EHiabeth, 
that  be  then  held  this  mnaar  in  eajrita.  He  died  id  the  38th 
jear  of  that  reign,  and  lies  buried  in  the  great  chancel  of  thia 
elniTch,  where  a  monunwDt  is  erected  to  his  memory,  with  the 
effigies  of  himself,  his  two  wives,  and  Win  son,  John  Fynche. 
His  deseeiidanta  continued  for  many  generations  its  possessors, 
till  the  property  was  alienated  by  one  of  them  to  a  Keat,  when 
Sir  Jonathen  Keat,  bart.  died  possesBfld  of  it  in  1700,  whose 
arms  were.  Argent,  three  cats,  a  mountain,  in  pale  pafsant,  mble/ 
which  Guillim  stutes  to  have  been  the  beiiring  of  Sir  Jonathan 
Ke:it,  bart  of  Paul's  Walden,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  of  Qrore* 
burst,  in  Milton.  His  heira  acid  it  to  one  Peachy,  of.  Petworth, 
in  Sussex,  wboae  descendant,  Sir  Henry  Peachy,  was,  in  1733, 
created  a  baronet.  He  died  in  1737,  without  issue  male,  and 
was  succeeded  in  title  and  estates  by  bia  next  brother.  Sir  John 
Peachy,  bart.,  whose  son,  of  the  same  name,  dying  in  1765, 
was  succeeded  in  title,  according  to  the  limitation  of  the  patent, 
by  Sir  James  Peachy,  bart.  of  Fittleworth,  in  Sussex,  who  bore 
Civ  bis  arms,  Axwe,  a  lion  rampant  double  queued,  ermine  on  a 
ttmton,  or,  a  muUet  pierced,  guUs>  He  died  in  1771,  and  was 
ncceeded  by  his  only  son,  Sir  James  Peachy,  bart.  of  Weat 
Dean,  in  Sussex;  in  1794  created  lord  Selaey;  who  afterwards 
possessed  this  manor. 

The  manor  of  Ownb,  generally  styled  in  ancient  records 
tke  manor  of  the  court  of  Owne,  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  the 
■anbes  on  Kinuley  down,  at  a  small  distance  eastward  from  the 
hit  described  manor  of  Grovehurat.  This  manor,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the 
Savage's,  one  of  whom,  John  le  Sauvage,  in  the  23d  year  of  that 
prince,  bad  a  grant  of  y>-ee  warren  and  other  liberties  in  his 
nsnor  of  One,  near  Middleton.  In  the  1st  of  Edward  11., 
John  de  Handlo  waa  owner,  and  had  the  same  grant  to  him  and 
bis  heirs  in  this  manor;  but  in  the  let  of  Richard  11.  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  the  same  year  granted  to  Alice  de 
Preatcm  and  her  heirs.  It  afterwards  passed  to  the  family  of 
the  Honins's,  John  Monins,  of  Swanton,  dying  possessed  of 
the  same  in  1568,  holding  it  in  eapite,  by  knight's  service.  On 
hit  death,  without  issue,  his  brother.  Sir  Edward  Moniaa,  of 
Waldershare,  became  his  heir,  and  [KMsessed  this  manor,  which 
his  son.  Sir  WiUiam  Monins,  bart.,  afterwards  alienated  to  John 
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Finch,  esq.,  wbo  held  it  la  1653.  One  of  bU  deicendftnt* 
passed  it,  together  with  the  manor  of  GrovekufBt,  before  men- 
tioned, to  a  Keat;  and  Sir  Jonathan  Keat,  hart,  died  poesessed 
of  it  in  1700,  whoas  heirs  sold  it  to  one  Peachy ;  in  wboae  family 
it  continued  down,  in  like  manner,  to  lord  St:Isey. 

A  portion,  however,  of  thia  estate,  which  comprebeoded  Owne 
house,  had,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  become  the  property  of 
Ambrose  Tomlyn;  and  afterwards  went  into  the  poBsession  of 
Samuel  Hunt,  in  right  of  his  wife,  whose  only  daughter  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Htnde,  vicar  of  this  parish  ; 
when  they  becoming  owners  of  the  property,  pulled  down  the 
ancient  maniiion  in  1768,  and  soon  after  conveyed  the  site  of  the 
same,  with  the  adjoining  lands,  to  their  brother,  Mr.  Jolm 
Hinde,  gent,  of  Milton.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 
CoLSALL,  otherwise  CuicnES,  and  now  generally  called 
Cotton,  is  a  reputed  manor,  the  mansion  of  which  is  situated  at 
the  north-west  extremity  of  this  parish,  though  great  part  of 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  same  extend  into  that  of  Swade. 
This  seat  has  been  eminent  for  having  had  owners  of  both  those 
names,  who  resided  here  successively,  the  former  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  in  which  line  it  continued  for  several 
generations,  they  having  borne  for  their  arms,  Chequy,  or  anil 
sable,  a  chi'f  argent,  guiUe  de  sung.  The  daughter  and  heir 
afterwards  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Kalph  Chiche,  whose  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  Margaret,  entitled  her  husband,  Thomas  Alefe,  to 
the  possession  thereof.  He  rebuilt  this  seat,  and  died  possessed 
of  it  in  1529,  and  lies  buried,  with  Margaret  his  wife,  in  ths 
south  chancel  of  Milton  church.  On  his  monument  there  were, 
some  years  back,  liis  arms,  Per  fess,  a  lion  rampant  betwetn 
three  crosses,  paltee  fitchee  impaling  Chiche,  three  lions  rampant. 
In  the  hall  of  this  seat  there  is  the  rebus  of  his  name,  being 
the  large  letter  A,  and  then  a  leaf.  He  likewise  died  without 
issue  maje,  leaving  a  daughter,  Catherine,  who  carried  the 
estate  again  in  marriage  to  Richnrd  Monins,  esq.  of  Saltwood 
castle,  whose  grandson.  Sir  William  Monlns,  created  a  baronet 
in  161 1,  seems  to  have  alienated  it  to  Sir  Justinian  Lewin,  of 
Otlerden,  who  died  in  16'iO,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,- 
Elizabeth.  She  entitled  her  husband,  Richard  Rogers,  esq.  of 
Brianston,  in  Somersetshire,  to  its  possession,  who  likewise 
dying  without  male  issue,  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  carried  it  in 
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muriage  to  Cbarles  Cavendish,  lord  ManaAeld,  who  died  without 
iMDe  by  her;  and  secondly,  to  Charles  Staart,  duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Lenox,  who,  with  his  duchess,  in  the  Hth  of  Charles 
il.,  alienated  this  estate  to  Thomas  Lushington,  of  Canterbury. 
He  died  possessed  of  it  in  1 767,  and  by  will  gave  this  estate  to 
bit  eldest  son.  Captain  William  Lnshington,  who  dying  unmar- 
ried in  1763,  it  passed  to  bis  only  surviving  brother,  the  Rev. 
Jtmes  Stephen  Lushington,  of  Bottisham,  in  Cambridgeshire, 
I  prebendary  of  the  church  of  Carlisle. 

Milton  is  within  the  ECCLBSiASTtCAt  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sitdngboume.  The 
cliDTcb,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  is  a  lai^e  handsome 
building,  consisting  of  tt* o  aisles  and  two  chancels,  the  soutfawn- 
mnstof  which  belongs  to  the  family  of  the  Northwood's.  It 
hu  a  well  buih  tower  at  the  west  end ;  and  in  the  church, 
toong  others,  were  formerly  the  arms  of  Barry  Dig^s  Finch 
of  the  Cinque  Porta,  of  the  Norwood's,  and  Norton's,  with  their 
MTeral  crests,  trophies,  and  banners ;  also  of  Marten  quartering 
Boteler;  one  coat,  Barry,  argeul,  and  azure,  on  a  canton  of  the 
fott,  a  bird  of  the  second;  Argent,  three  bendt  azure  mlhin  a 
krrdure,  eight  mullets;  gules,  a  fest  or  between  three  mullets, 
urgent;  and  in  one  of  the  windows,  a  man  kneeling,  as  well  as 
>  coat  of  arms.  Six  lions  rampant,  three  and  three/  and  beneath, 
Orali  paia  Guliel  Savage  Armigi- 

MaariciuB  ap  John,  rector  of  St.  George's,  in  Exeter,  was 
boned  in  the  choir  of  this  church,  as  appears  by  his  will,  under 
the  date  1499. 

Id  )07U,  being  the  6tfa  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
be  gave  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Augustine  the  church 
of  Hiddleton,  and  the  tenths  of  all  the  products  accruing  from 
that  manM',  together  with  the  tenths  of  all  the  appurtenances 
of  the  land,  wood,  meadows,  and  water,  excepting  the  tenths  of 
booey.  and  rent  paid  in  specie. 

Pope  Lucins  XI.,  in  1144,  at  the  petition  of  Abbot  Hugh  de 
Trotletclive,  confirmed  the  annual  pension  of  ten  marks  from 
Ihe  church  to  that  abbey.  It  remained  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  monastery  till  the  final  diasolution,  under  Henry  VIII., 
when  being  surrendered  to  the  crown,  that  monarch  settled  it 
on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Christ  church,  Canter- 
bury, in  whom  it  has  ever  since  remained. 
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Th«  vicarage  of  Milton  was  valued  in  ^«  king's  booka  at 
£13  S  6,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  6  3.  In  167S  there  wars 
108  dwellings,  and  374  communicants.  In  1640  the  vicarage 
was  estimated  at  £80,  the  communicants  being  629. 

In  1821,  there  were  317  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Milton; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inbabitanta 
were  as  follow :  males  1019,  females  993,  making  a  total  of 
3012  souls. 

BoBBiNO  lies  the  next  pariah  soatbwestwatd  from  Milton,  at 
a  very  amall  distance  northward  from  the  high  London  road,  at 
Key  street. 

This  pariah,  comprisii^  nearly  tie  whole,  lies  on  the  northern 
aide  of  the  high  London  road,  nearly  at  the  thirty-ninth  Aiile- 
stone.  It  is  by  no  means  an  unpleuant  situation,  though  not 
bearing  the  reputation  of  being  very  healthy.  It  contains 
about  780  acres  of  land,  of  which  forty  are  wood ;  the  soil  ia, 
in  general,  poor,  much  lying  on  the  high  ground  being  either 
gravel  or  sand  ;  but  in  the  lower  parts,  especially  towards  the 
north,  in  the  direction  of  Milton,  there  is  some  good  fertile 
level  land.  The  high  road  runs  along  the  southern  boundaries, 
excepting  at  Key  street,  where  it  extends  some  way  up  the 
Detling  road;  hf  nee  the  hill  rises  to  high  ground,  on  which, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  road,  is  the  church,  and  close  to  the 
cemetery,  the  ruins  of  Bobbing  court.  At  a  short  distance 
southward,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  is  a  email  shooting  seat,  built 
by  Arthur  Gore,  esq.,  which  was  afterwards  considerably  im- 
proved by  his  cousin.  Sir  Booth  Qore,  bart.,  of  Stigo,  in 
Ireland.  The  house  commands  a  view  of  the  London  road,  and 
below  the  descent  of  the  bill,  northward  from  the  church,  is 
Bobbing  place,  a  low  silnatJon,  dose  to  the  boundaries  of  this 
parish,  near  Milton. 

At  the  south-west  comer  of  the  parish  is  a  small  hamlet, 
called  Key  street,  intended  most  probably  for  «atj  tiratum,  or 
Caimt's  street,  where  stands  a  large  hou^e  erected  by  Mr. 
William  Boykett,  who  resided  there.  There  was  also  formerly 
a  Bpitsl  bouse  for  the  Use  of  the  poer  and  diseased. 

About  a  mile  southward  hence,  on  the  high  road  to  Detling, 
is  a  gravel  pit  of  unusual  depth  and  length,  the  excavating  of 
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which  mutt  hare  b«en  a  work  of  great  labour,  ioaomach  to. 
that  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  conjecture,  we  ■bould  anppose  it 
to  have  beeo  dug  by  the  Romans,  who  thence  procured  the  ma- 
terials, in  wder  to  make  the  road,  which  still  remains  Tisible, 
from  Key  street  to  Sittingbourne ;  as  the  quantity  of  gravel 
wherewith  the  route  abounds,  could  only  hare  been  supplied 
from  a  pit  of  such  dimensions  as  that  elluded  to. 

There  was  formerly  a  quintin  in  this  parish,  the  field  in  which 
it  stood  being  still  denominated  the  Quintin  field. 

Tub  fabahodnt  manor  of  Milton  claims  OTcr  this 
parish,  mbordinate  to  which  is  the  manor  of  Bobbing,  the  man* 
sion  of  which,  called  Bobbing  court,  was  the  ancient  residence 
of  the  Savage's,  or  Le  Sauvage,  as  they  were  called  'm  French, 
a  hmily  of  eminence,  possessed  of  good  estates  in  this  part  of 
Kent ;  Leiaod,  in  his  Itinerary,  stating  that  this  manor  had  pre* 
viously  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Molyne's. 

R^pb  de  Ssrage,  the  fint  owner  of  this  manor,  was  with 
Richard  I.  at  the  siege  of  Aacalon,  in  Palestine ;  and  his  de- 
scendants. Sir  John  le  Sauvage,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Bobbing,  and 
Sir  Roger  de  Savage,  accompanied  Edward  I.  to  the  siege  of 
Carlarerock  in  Scotland,  who  were  there  knighted. 
-  Roger  le  Saurage  possessed  this  manor  in  the  following  reign 
ofEdwardll.,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  ,/$%«  varren  and  other 
hbertiea  for  his  lands  in  Bobbynges,  Middelton,  Borden,  Ifew- 
cnton.  and  Stokebury. 

In  the  descendants  of  this  family  (who  bore  for  their  arms. 
Argent,  sis  lion$  rampant  table,  three,  two,  and  one,}  this 
nnuior  continued  down  to  Arnold  Ssvage,  esq.^  who  died  in 
1420,  when  Eleanor  his  sister,  first  married  to  Sir  Reginald 
Cobban),  and  secondly  to  William  Clifford,  became  his  heir  to 
this  manor,  and  the  rest  of  his  possessions.  At  length  Roger  de 
Clifford,  who  bad  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Thomas  de 
Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  died  under  Richard  II.,  leaving 
three  sons,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the  eldest,  and  from  him  de* 
scended  the  Clifford's,  earls  of  Cumberland,  the  Boyle's,  Lords 
Clifford  of  Ixnsborough,  Thomas  earl  of  Thanet,  Lord  Clifford, 
and  bis  daughter  the  lady  Margaret  Tufton,  and  lady  Clifford, 
married  to  Coke,  earl  of  Leicester. 

Sir  William  Clifford,  the  second  son,  died,  and  Lewis  Clifford, 
the  third,  was  a  man  of  celebrity  in  the  military  line,  as  well  as 
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in  state  afiuini,  nbo,  in  tht  reign  of  Richard  11.,  wa«  created 
knight  of  th«  Garter.  He  died  under  Henry  IV,,  leaving  one 
son  William,  wbo.as  before  mentioned,  married  the  stater  of  Arnold 
Savage,  esq.,  and  in  her  right  became  possessed  of  Bobbing 
manor,  a  younger  brancb  of  the  family  having  been  settled  at 
Bobbing  place,  in  this  parish,  some  time  previous.  The  Clifford's 
of  Bobbiog  bore  for  their  arms,  Chequy,  or  and  sable,  a  fett 
and  bordurt,  gules,  on  tke/eti  a  cretcent.  argent,  for  difference, 
which  coat  they  quartered  with  that  of  Savage.  These  arms  of 
Clifford  are  blazoned  upon  the  roof  of  the  cloisters  of  Canterbury 
catfaedral,  and  in  St.  Margaret's  church,  in  Canterbury,  impaled 
with  those  of  Savage.  The  first  Lord  Clifford  of  this  family 
bore,  Chequy,  or  and  axure,  a  bendlet,  gulet^  which  the  elder 
branch  kept  as  long  as  they  continued.  A  second  son  turned 
the  bendlel  into  a  bend,  and  placed  on  it  three  lioneus  patsant,  or; 
from  whom  the  Clifford's  of  Framptan  are  descended.-  Roger 
Clifford,  second  son  of  Walter,  tbe  first  lord,  instead  of'tAe 
bendlet,  took  afess  guUi.  which  was  borne  by  tbe  earls  of  Cum- 
berland, and  others  of  that  branch.  Those  of  Kent  added  fA« 
bordure  to  Ihe  fess,  and  a  cretCent  thereon  for  difference  ;  and  Sir 
Oonyers  bore  the  ehequy  or  and  sable,  as  appears  by  bis  coat  of  - 
arms  on  an  original  picture  of  him,  painted  in  1695. 

William  Clifford,  before  mentioned,  waa  sheriff  in  the  rei^  of 
Henry  VI.,  and  died  leaving  two  sons  ;  Lewia,  who  succeeded 
him  in  his  estates  in  this  county;  and  John,  ancestor  of  the 
Lords  Clifford,  of  Chudleigh. 

Lewis  Clifford,  the  eldest  son,  resided  at  Bobbing  court; 
whoie  son,  Alexander  Clifford,  esq.  was  sheriff  under  Ed- 
ward IV.,  and  dying  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  left  by  his  first 
wife  two  sons ;  Nicholas,  who  was  of  Sutton  Valence ;  and 
Richard. 

Kicbotas,  the  eldest  son,  possessed  this  manor  of  Bobbing,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  but  removed  to  Sutton  Valence.  He 
afterwards  eold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Neville,  from  whom  it  was  re- 
purchased by  Richard  Clifford,  the  younger  son,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  it, and  was  succeeded  by  hia  son  Qeorge  Clifford,  esq., 
who  resided  at  Bobbing  court  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  leaving 
seven  sons,  and  three  daughters.  Henry,  tbe  eldest,  possessed 
this  manor,  which  be  subsequently  alienated  ro  his  younger 
brother.  Sir  Conyers  Clifford,  and  dame  Mary,  bis  wife.     He  was 
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^ternor  of  Connaaght,  in  Ireland,  and  ft  privy  connaellor  of 
tbtt  kingdom,  leaving  two  «ons,  Henry  and  Conyera.  His  wife 
■urvived  him,  and  poBsesaed  tbia  manor  aolely,  entitling  her 
fuurtli  husband.  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  to  this  estate;  having 
bad  by  hiiu,  who  aurvived  her,  one  son,  named  Anthony.  By 
htrwill  she  devised  this  manor  in  equal  shares  to  her  two  sons, 
Henry  and  Conyera  CliSbrd  ;  and  ber  son,  Anthony  St.  Leger, 
afterwards  knighted,  and  of  Wierton  house  ie  Bougbton  Mon- 
chensie.  They  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  property  to  Sir  Edward 
Duke,  of  Coaington,  in  Ayleaford,  who  passed  it  away  by  sale  to 
Sir  Richaid  Qumey,  alderman  of  London,  who  was  in  1641 
created  a  baronet,  being  then  lord  mayor.  He  bore  for  bis 
arms.  Paly  of  six,  per  feu,  counterchanged,  or  and  axure^ 
which  coat  was  in  allusion  to  that  borne  by  Hugh  Oomey,  a 
Norman,  created  earl  of  Gomey  by  William  Rufus,  who  bore, 
Palj/,  six  or,  and  azure.  He  alienated  tbe.estate  to  his  brother- 
in-law,  Henry  Sandford,  esq.,  who  died  posseaaed  of  it  in  1660, 
having  borne  for  his  arms,  £rminr,  on  a  fiat,  gule$,  two  hoar^ 
htadt,  covped,  or. 

He  left  four  daughtera  his  coheirs.  Christian,  Angelica,  Mary, 
and  Frances,  which  latter  carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Sir 
George  Moore,  bart.  He  died  possessed  of  it  in  1678,  and  was 
buried  in  the  north  chancel  of  this  church,  leaving  his  widow 
surviving,  who  carried  this  manor  again  in  marriage  to  Colonel 
Edward  Digges,  fifth  son  of  Thomas  Oiggs,  esq.  of  Chilham 
castle,  who  also  dying,  she  again  married  Colonel  Robert 
Crayford,  governor  of  SheernesB,  who  survived  her,  and  pos- 
sessed this  manor,  which,  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  he  sold 
to  Thomas  Tyndale,  gent.,  of  North  Nibley,  in  Gloucestershire, 
being  the  descendant  of  a  family  originally  settled  in  Northum- 
beiland.  His  son,  William  Tyndale,  esq.,  pulled  down  this 
mansion,  and,  dying  in  1748,  was  buried  in  the  south  chancel 
of  Bobbing  cbnrcb,  leaving  no  issue,  when  he  by  will  devised 
this  manor  in  tail  male  to  his  collateral  kinsman,  the  Rev. 
William  Tyndale,  rector  of  Coats,  in  Gloucestershire.  His  son, 
Thomas  Tyndale,  esq.  of  North  Cerney,  in  that  county,  died  in 
1783,  having  married  Elizabeth  Coxe,  whom  he  left  surviving, 
and  one  ion,  William  Tyndale,  who  afterwards  possessed  this 
ntanor. 
The  mansion  of  Bobbing  court  was  pleasantly  aituated,  com- 
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manding  r  fine  prospect  nn  erery  eide,  having  itood  contignons 
lo  tlie  toutli  lide  of  tho  churchyard.  It  baa  been  palled  down 
many  years,  bat,  from  the  Toundationa  still  remaining,  the  walla 
or  the  garden,  and  the  outbouBes,  whieh  are  standing,  it  appears 
to  have  been  a  building  of  very  conaiderable  extent. 

There  is  a  court-baron  regularly  held  for  this  manor. 

Bobbing  PtAcs  was  an  ancient  seat  in  this  parish,  situated 
at  the  northern  extremity,  adjoining  Milton,  which  seems  to 
have  been  the  ancient  residence  of  the  family  of  the  Clifford *ti, 
befMelhey  became  possessed  of  the  manorandcourt  of  Bobbing, 
as  heirs  to  the  Savage's. 

A  younger  collateral  branch,  in  the  person  of  Robert  Clifford, 
esq.  of  Bobbing,  a  younger  brother  of  Richard,  bishop  of  Wor- 
cester and  London  successively,  kept  his  shrievalty  in  this 
pariah,  both  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  V.,  in  the  8th  year 
of  which  latter  prince  he  was  knight  of  the  shire,  with  Arnold 
Savage.  He  died  in  1422,  and  naa  buried  in  the  cathedral  of 
Canterbury. 

It  afterwards  passed  into  the  name  of  Qorham,  and  thence  to 
that  of  Tufton,  aa,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  thia  aeat  was  the 
property  and  residence  of  Sir  Humphrey  Tufton,  second  survi- 
ving son  of  Sir  John  Tufton,  knight  and  baronet,  of  Hothfield, 
and  next  brother  to  NicbcJas,  first  earl  of  Thanet.  He  resided 
at  times  both  here  and  at  the  Mote  in  Maidstone,  and  in  1641 
was  created  a  baronet.  He  died  at  Bobbing  place  in  1669,  and 
was  buried  in  this  church. 

Sir  John  Tufton,  knight  and  baronet,  his  eldest  surviving  son, 
resided  entirely  at  the  Mote,  and,  dying  in  ldtJ6,  was  buried  in 
Maidstone  church.  By  his  will  he  devised  this  seat  to  trustees, 
to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  bis  debts,  aud  they  accordingly, 
in  1687,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Major  Thomas  Cooke,  of  Faver- 
eham,  who  alienated  it  in  1693  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sole,  of  Milton, 
ship  builder.  He  married,  in  1688,  Mary  Cockin,  of  that 
parish,  by  whom  he  left  Cockin  Sole,  esq.,  barrister  at  law,  and 
recorder  of  Queenborough,  who  resided  here,  where  he  died  in 
1750,  leaving  one  son,  and  a  daughter  Catherine.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  bis  son,  John  Cockin  Sole,  esq.,  who  kept  his  shrie- 
valty at  this  place  in  1766,  having  borne  for  his  arms,  Argent, 
a  chevron,  gules,  between  three  lolet  haurianty  proper,  all  within 
a  ^rfttre,  engrailed  of  the  second.    He  continued  to  reside  here 
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till  his  remof  al  to  Norton  court,  near  FaTersbam ,  and  afterwards, 
io  1766,  he  [mlled  dowa  aeaily  the  whole  of  this  seat,  leaving 
only  safficient  of  the  building  to  aerve  aa  a  mean  farm-house, 
after  which  he  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  CpWey,  who  rebuilt 
thia  seat. 

There  is  a  small  manor  in  this  parish,  called  Upfbb  Tobs, 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Bartholomew's,  of 
OienhoaU),  from  which  it  has,  in  like  manner  as  that  estate, 
become  the  property  of  Sir  William  Geary,  of  Oxenhoath. 
There  is  also  another  small  manor,  called  Nethbr  Toes,  for- 
merly the  estate  of  the  family  of  the  Barrow's,  which  was  giren 
by  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Barrow,  in  1707,  among  his  other 
estates,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Bordeo,  in  the  trustees  of 
which  charity  it  was  rested. 

Bobbing  is  within  the  bcclbsiastical  jurisdictiok  of 
the  dioeeie  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew,  consists  of  two  small 
aisles  and  two  chancels,  with  a  tall  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end, 
in  which  are  fire  bells.  - 

In  the  north  chancel  are  several  ancient  gravestones  of  th« 
families  of  the  Sarage's  and  the  Clifford's,  many  of  which  are 
entirely  stripped  of  their  brasses.  On  one  are  the  figures  in 
brass  of  a  man  and  woman,  the  former  having  the  surcoat  of 
Clifford,  Chequy,  a  Jets  with  a  bordure.  There  is  a  memorial 
for  Sir  George  Moore,  a.d.  1678,  a  monument  also  for  Henry 
Sandford,  and  Elizabeth  hia  wife,  1660,  with  their  busts  in  ' 
white  marble.  In  the  south  chancel  are  the  tombs  of  William 
Tyndale,  1748,  and  Darell,  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Darell,  governor 
of  SheernesB.  In  the  south  aisle  is  a  monument  with  two 
hosts  in  white  marble,  for  Charles  and  Humphrey  Tufton,  of 
Maidstone,  who  both  died  unmarried.  There  are  also  memo- 
rials for  the  families  of  the  Cobbe's,  the  Poole's,  and  others. 

The  church  of  Bobbing  was  given  by  Henry  III.  to  the  rao- 
naitery  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Sezburgh,  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey, 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  Henry  IV.  It  so  remained  till  the 
general  dissolution  of  religious  houses  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII, 
when,  becoming  vested  in  the  crown,  that  prince  granted  the 
Rctory  to  Thomas  Green,  to  hold  in  capile  by  knight's  service, 
who  had  been  tenant  at  the  dissolution,  at  the  yearly  rental  of 
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£12.    He  died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  leaving  two  soiu* 

Norton  Qreen,  and  Robert  Green,  gent,  of  Bobbing. 

Norton  Green,  esq.,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  became  pw- 
■esaed  of  this  rectory,  and  after  passing  through  some  collateral 
branches  of  the  family,  eventually  descended  to  Colonel  William 
lyndale,  of  Gloucestershire,  who  became  patron  of  the  same. 

In  1678  there  were  118  commimicants,  and  in  1640  the  vt- 
caraee  was  valued  at  jC60,  the  communicants  being  then  eighty- 
eight.  There  is  no  raiuation  of  this  vicarage  in  the  king's 
books. 

In  1186  the  abbot  of  St.  Auf^stine's  monastery  demised  to 
the  prioress  of  St.  Sexbargh,  in  Sheppey,  the  tithes  of  this  pa- 
rish, which  belonged  to  them  in  right  of  their  church  of  Mid- 
dleten,  at  10s.  per  annum,  forever,  which  is  more  fully  men- 
tioned under  the  head  of  that  parish. 

In  1821  there  were  forty-one  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Bobbing;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  155,  females  170,  making  a 
total  of  326  souls. 

IwADE,  commonly  called*  Wards,  lies  northward  from 
Bobbing,  the  parish  of  Milton  intervening,  the  chief  part  whereof 
is  within  that  hundred,  and  over  which  that  manor  claims  para- 
mount. The  remaining,  or  eastern  portion,  within  the  hundnd 
of  Tenhatn,  as  well  as  the  lands  therein,  being  held  of  that  manor. 

This  parish  lies  very  low,  and  on  a  level  with  the  adjoining 
marshes,  the  situation  and  general  appearance  much  resembling 
the  fens  in  Lincolnshire.  It  is  hardly  known,  excepting  to 
those  who  travel  towards  the  isle  of  Sheppey,  to  which  the  road 
leads  through  the  parish,  over  the  marshes,  to  the  king's  ferry, 
whence  the  village,  with  the  church,  stand  one  mile  distant,  and 
about  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Milton  northwestward. 

The  lands  are  very  even  and  flat,  of  a  soft  boggy  nature,  being 
nearly  all  pasture  ground  and  marsh,  having  vast  quantities  of 
sheep  continually  feeding  upon  them.  Dr.  Plot  remarks  thai 
the  sheep  never  have  the  rot  in  the  marshes  of  this  parish ,  whereas 
the  contraryisthecaseinthoseof  Tenham,  the  sheep  having,  in 
their  livers,  animals  in  the  shape  of  plaice,  occasioned,  as  it  is 
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■oppoeed,  from  their  feeding  on  die  herb  apMrwort,  which  grows 
ptentiAiUy  among  the  grass.  The  low  and  moist  aitnatton  of 
tliif  tract,  close  toeo  laige  an  extent  of  marshes,  and  the  waters 
of  the  Swale,  which  constitute  its  northern  boundary,  render  it 
scarcely  ever  free  fiom  fogs  and  noisome  vapors  j  and  in  sum- 
ner,  in  dry  weather,  the  stench  of  the  mud,  in  the  ponds  and 
ditcbee,  and  the  badoess  of  the  water,  contribute  bo  much  to  its 
anwholesome  atmosphere,  that  no  person  will  reside  there, 
excepting  Uiose  who  are  from  circnmstances  compelled  so  to  do, 
itieconaeqaently  but  very  thinly  inhabited. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  thatch  on  the  roofs  of  buildings 
in  this  parish  cannot  be  long  preserved,  the  rooks,  and  other 
iHrda,  coDtisaally  carrying  it  away ;  which  circumstance  arises 
fnin  the  quantity  of-  flies  harbouring  therein^  as  it  is  for  sucb 
food  the  birds  unthatch  the  buildings.  There  is  some  land  in 
this  parish,  called  Swains  Down,  a  name  plainly  of  Danidi 
origin  ;  and  there  are  the  veitigia  of  some  ancient  fortifications, 
or  works,  that  had  been  thrown  up,  still  remaining, 

Helmbs,  or  ffolmei,  now  vulgarly  called  Soanteif  is  a  manor 
tbtt  lies  partly  in  this  parish  and  that  of  Milton,  the  bouse 
belonging  thereto  being  commonly  called  the  Moated  bouse, 
from  a  large  moat  having  been  formerly  made  round  the  structure. 

This  manor  was  anciently  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  fa* 
mily  of  the  Savage's,  seated  at  Bobbing,  one  of  whom,  named 
Arnold,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Savage,  died  possessed  of  it  in  the 
rogn  of  Edward  III.  It  then  continued  in  his  descendants,  of 
the  names  of  Savage  and  Clifford,  in  like  manner  as  Bobbing, 
down  to  Alexander  Clifford,  esq.,  who  resided  at  this  manor  of 
H(Jmea  during  the  life  of  his  father,  at  whose  death  he  removed 
to  Bobbing.  At  length  his  descendant,  Henry  Clifford,  esq.  of 
Bt^ing.  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  alienated  it  to  Thomas 
Thwnaoo,  of  Sandwich,  whose  descendant,  of  the  same  name, 
kaving  two  sons,  Thomas,  of  Kenfield,  in  Petham,  and  Henry, 
ofRoytou  chapel,  in  Lenbam,  the  latter,  by  his  father's  will, 
hecsme  possessed  of  this  manor.  After  that  period  it  passed 
iotothe  same  line  of  ownership  as  Royton,  until  sold  with  that 
estate,  to  Thomas  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston,  who,  by  willinl79d, 
give  it,  with  bis  other  estates  in  this  county,  to  his  nephew, 
Qeo^  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston^  who  subsequently  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Bond  Davis. 


^niized  by  Google 


lis  HISTORY  OF  TUB 

IwADB  is  within  the  bcclesiabticai.  joriboictiok  of 
the  dioeeie  of  Canterbury  and  deantnf  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  All  SaintB,  is  a  small  neat  bailding,  coo- 
wsting  or  two  aisles,  and  the  same  number  of  chancels,  with  a 
low  pointed  steeple,  containing  two  bells.  There  is  some  good 
painted  glass  in  the  windows  of  this  edifice. 

It  was  formerly  esteemed  as  a  chapel  to  the  church  ofTenham, 
and  as  such  given  and  appropriated  with  it  to  the  archdeaconry 
of  Canterbury,  by  Archbishop  Stephen  Langton,  in  1227.  It 
was  subsequently  a  perpetual  curacy,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £8. 

In  1730  it  was  augmented  by  the  governors  of  Queeo  Anne's 
Bounty  in  £200,  and  again  in  1766  with  the  same  sum.  It  was 
subsequently  benefited  by  an  additional  £200,  in  consequence 
of  a  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mrs.  Ursula  Taylor,  which  sum  was 
paid  by  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  Added  to  the  abore,  ^00 
were  subsequently  laid  out  by  an  incumbent  in  a  freehold  pur- 
chase, in  the  parish  of  Borden,  about  three  miles  from  Iwade^ 
the  annual  rent  of  which  is  £2H. 

In  182 1  there  were  twenty>two  dwellings  intbe  parish  of  Iwade ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow :  males  75,  females  70,  making  a  total  of  145 
souls. 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT. 


THE  ISLAND  OF  SHEPPEY. 

The  Island  of  Shbpfey  is  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
coaaty  of  Kent,  by  a  narrow  arm  of  the  sea,  called  the  Swak^ 
bat  it  is  Dot  ascertained  by  what  name  it  was  known  to  the 
RimaDs.  Ptolony,  in  his  Geography,  mentjons  two  islands  in 
this  part  of  Britain,  which  he  calls  ToHapis^ad  Counut.  He 
dea^beA  the  former  as  being  io  Ion.  33,  lat.  54.  15,  and  the 
latter  in  Ion.  24,  lat.  54.  30,  though  what  space  he  allowed  to  a 
degree  is  uncertain,  bat  undonbtedly  it  appears  to  be  much  less 
than  at  the  present  period.  The  former  is  supposed  by  most  of 
oar  learned  men,  among  whom  are  Camden  and  Batteley,  to  be 
this  ialand,  though  Lambard,  Leland,  and  some  others,  ascribe 
it  to  the  latter,  merely  from  the  etymology  of  the  name.- 

It  was  called  by  the  Saxons,  SoBAPioB,  orOviNiA,  thatis, 
tJu  itland  of  Sheep,  which  name  it  derired  from  the  number  of 
iheep  continually  fed  thereon.  Baxter,  in  his  Qlossaiy,  under 
the  word  Malata,  adds  Veroeatm  Patria,  or  the  isle  of  Sheep, 
BOW  named  Sheppey.  Thia  is  corruptly  called,  by  the  book  of 
RATBNNA,ilfa^a/  by  the  Britons, r«nfu: ;  and  in  Cbron.  de 
Uailroe,  a.d.  832,  the  name  wPaciga. 

The  circumference  of  Sheppey,  including  the  little  adjoining 
iiles  of  Elmley  and  Harty,  which  lie  at  the  south-east  aide, 
inelndc  about  two  eighth  parts  of  the  whole,  and  measure  up- 
wards of  thirty  milea.  It  is  about  eleven  miles  in  length,  and 
nght  in  breadth. 

The  grouods  of  this  island  rise  from  the  shores,  on  the  sonth- 
eut  and  west  bounds,  towards  the  centre ;  but,  on  the  north 
nde,  it  seems,  from  the  height  of  the  cliffs,  to  have  once  ex- 
t«tded  much  &rther.  The  cliffs  are  six  miles  long,  and  decline 
gradually  at  each  end,  the  more  elevated  parts  continuing  about 
two  thirds  as  far  as  they  extend,  and  at  the  very  highest  of 
them  they  are,  about  Minster,  not  less  than  thirty  yards  in  per- 
peodiculai  height  above  the  beach  or  shore,  consisting  chiefly  of 
clay,  which  is  constantly  washed  at  their  base  by  the  tides  that 
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beat  against  them,  more  especially  when  driven  by  strong 
easteily  wiads,  so  that  they  are  continaally  wasting,  and  falling 
down  upon  the  shore.  So  great  is  the  loss  of  land  at  the  more 
elevated  parts,  that  sometimes  near  an  acre  has  sunk  in  one  masa 
from  that  height  upon  the  beach  below,  with  the  com  remaining 
entire  on  the  surface,  which  has  subsequenUy  grown,  increased 
to  maturity,  and  been  reaped  in  that  state  with  very  trifling  ]osa 
to  the  owner.  The  soil  of  the  greater  part  of  the  island  ia  an 
exceeding  stiff  clay,  by  far  the  largest  portion  consisting  of 
upland,  pastures,  and  marshes,  the  latter  being  rich  and  fertile 
ibr  fatting  land,  while  the  former  are  covered  with  hills,  very 
wet  in  winter,  and  in  summer  subject  to  bum  and  split  open  to 
the  depth  of  eight  or  nine  feet.  The  lands  towards  the  north 
aide,  in  the  psrishea  of  Minster  and  Eastohureh,  are  veiy  fertile 
in  com,  the  enclosures  of  which  are  amall,  and  surrounded  by 
thick  hedge-rows  of  elm,  the  whole  face  of  the  country  being 
exceedingly  pleasant  in  fine  weather,  and  interspersed  with 
much  small  hill  and  dale,  houses  and  cott^es  being  very 
frequent. 

The  roads  thronghoat  the  island  an  very  good  all  the  year 
found,  owing  to  the  great  plenty  of  fine  gravel  of  the  beach, 
and  the  prospects  extremely  pleasing  and  extensive  on  every 
side.  There  is  hardly  any  coppice  wood  throughout  the  whole 
of  Sbeppey.  Fresh  water  is  very  scarce,  and  the  greater  part 
brsckish,  though  between  Eastchurch  and  Minster  there  are 
some  few  springs,  which,  notwithstanding  their  eontrgaity  to 
the  sea,  are  perfectly  good  and  fresh.  The  air  is  thick,  and 
much  impregnated  by  noxious  vapors  arising  from  the  large 
extent  of  marshes  in  and  pear  it,  and  the  badneas  of  the  water, 
which  reader  it  very  unwholesome.  Few  pereons,  therefMre,  of 
any  consequence  reside  here ;  and  in  the  low  and  marshy  parti 
the  inhabitants  are  very  thinly  scattered,  consisting,  in  general, 
of  baibffs  and  servants.  The  g^arrison  and  dock  of  Sheerness, 
and  its  environs,  the  reader  will,  however,  except  from  the  above 
observation,  as  there  are  many  gentleman  employed  in  the 
goveroment  service  who  possess  ample  property,  and  are  con- 
stant residents. 

The  stream  which  flows  between  this  island  and  iiie  main  land 
is  called  the  Swaie,  and  the  two  extremities,  tke  Eatt  and  Wttt 
Swah.    It  extends  twelve  miles,  and  is  navigable  for  ships  of 
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200  tona  burden.  TIbb  water  ftppearti  fonn«ly  to  Iibts  been 
ueoonted  as  part  of  the  nv«  Thames,  and  was  the  usual  pas- 
tige,  aa  being  the  safest,  for  the  shipping  between  London  and 
the  North  Foreland ;  accordingly.  Sandwich  is  frequently  styled 
by  oar  ancient  historians,  Lundenwic,  or  the  Thames  Mouth, 
being  the  name  given  to  it  by  the  Saxons.  The  town  of  Milton 
is  tlao  said  by  them  to  stand  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames. 
Ldand,  in  particular,  stales,,  in  bis  Itinerary,  that  town  stands  on 
M  ann  of  the  Tamise,-  and  he  also  makes  mention  of  the  point 
against  Quinborough,  entermg  into  the  moyne  Tamys. 

The  usual  passage  is  by  a  ferry,  called  King's  Ferry,  for  car- 
riages, horses,  cattle,  and  passengers.  The  ferryboat  is  moved 
Iwwaid  by  a  long  cable,  of  about  140  fathoms  or  more,  which 
beiDg  fastened  at  each  end  across  the  Swate,  serves  to  move  it 
forward  by  hand.  On  the  side  opposite  the  island,  is  a  small 
house  of  ntone,  in  the  place  of  a  structure  formerly  erected  by 
one  George  Fox,  who  having  once  staid  a  long  time  in  the  cold, 
from  which  he  received  great  injury,  built  that  edifice  to  shelter 
travellen  from  the  same  inconvenience. 

PreTioas  to  the  statute  for  bettering  the  highways,  this  ferry 
bad  been  repaired  and  maintained,  time  out  of  mind,  at  the 
durge  of  all  the  inhabitanta  and  landholders  within  the  island, 
by  an  assessment  made,  at  a  court  or  law  day,  held  annually  at 
Kugsborowe,  within  the  island,  in  the  king's  name,  only  for  the 
■aintenance  of  this  ferry. 

Upon  the  law  day  before  mentioned,  a  ferry  warden,  two  fer- 
rymen, and  an  annual  constable,  appoint  a  ferry  keeper,  and  with 
the  homage,  make  rules  and  orders  for  the  r^ntar  government 
of  the  ferry.. 

The  ferry  keeper  has  the  privilege  to  dredge  for  oysters,  exclu- 
■ve  of  all  others,  within  the  compass  of  the  ferry  loop,  which 
extends  one  tow's  length,  that  Is,  sixty  fathoms  on  either  side  of 
the  cable.  Some  years  back,  he  was  disturbed  in  this  right  by 
some  of  the  Queenb<»ongb  dredgers,  who  being  called  to  account 
for  ihe  trespass,  paid  the  charges,  and  submitted  without  stand- 
ing a  trial. 

For  the  space  of  more  than  eighty  years  after  the  last-men- 

tioned  Act  of  Parliament,  there  was  little  resort  to  this  ferry, 

except  from  the  private  business  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island ; 

bit  since  the  erection  of  a  fort,  and  appointing  a  garrison  at 
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Sheerness,  together  with  the  dockyard,  a  braocb  of  the  ordnance, 
and  other  appendages  necessary  thereto,  the  traffic  to  and  from 
the  island  hag  greatly  increased,  and  witli  it,  the  expense  of 
maintaining  this  ferry,  and  the  roads  leading  thither,  of  which 
there  are  three  principal.  The  first,  southward  to  the  town  of 
Milton;  the  second,  towards  the  south,  through  Iwade  and 
Bobbing,  into  the  great  Dover  road  at  Key  street ;  and  the 
third,  towards  the  south-west,  through  Halstow  and  Upchurcb, 
towards  Oillingham  and  Chatham. 

There  are  two  other  ferries,  of  less  account,  to  and  from  this 
island,  one  in  the  Island  of  Elmley,  and  the  other  in  that  of 
Harty ;   but  these  are  only  for  foot  passengers  and  cattle. 

There  have  been  several  commissions  granted  from  time  to 
time  to  different  persons,  to  view  and  repair  the  banks  and  sea- 
walls of  Sheppey,  the  earliest  of  which  was  in  the  27th  of  King 
Edward  III.;  in  the  12th  year  of  which  reign,  that  prince 
directed  his  writs  to  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  Roger  de  NorCfa- 
woode,  the  prior  of  Rochester,  the  abbot  of  Boxley,  Thomas  de 
Cobham,  Stephen  de  Cobham,  Philip  de  Pympe,  Stephen  de 
Ashburie,  Humphrey  de  Northwoode,  and  Ralph  de  Savage,  alt 
landholders  in  this  island.  It  is  also  related,  among  other 
matters,  that  intelligence  having  been  received' that  the  island 
would  soon  be  invaded  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  the  king 
commanded  them  to  have  their  men  at  arms,  and  archers  ready, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  lands  and  tenements  each  of  them 
possessed  therein,  together  with  the  men  of  the  island  and  other 
landholders,  for  tbe safety  thereof,  against  the  impending  danger. 

Richard  II.,  in  his  let  year,  direc^d  his  writs  to  the  sheriffs 
of  Kent  and  Essex,  commanding  them  to  erect  beacont  on  the 
most  conspicuous  places  near  the  coasts  of  the  two  counties, 
opposite  to  each  other,  that  by  tbe  firings  of  the  same,  notice 
might  be  given  of  any  sudden  attempt  of  the  enemy.  In  con- 
sequence of  this,  there  were  many  erected,  one  in  particular, 
in  Sheppey,  and  at  Showbery,  in  Essex,  opposite  to  the  same. 

The  Isle  of  Sheppey  Iiad  formerly  a  court  of  Huitings  belong* 
ing  to  it,  wherein  were  heard  all  causes  and  pleadings,  the  laws, 
customs,  rights,  and  franchises  of  this  island,  or  whatever,  in 
any  shape,  belonged  or  related  thereto. 

The  cliffs  on  tbe  northern  side  of  Sheppey  being  composed  of 
clay,  and  constantly  washed  at  their  base  by  the  tides,  are  very 
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•abject  to  fall,  as  before  stated.  These  cliffs  belong  to  the 
three  manors  of  Minster,  Shurland,  and  Warden,  the  owners  of 
ivhicli  let  them  out  to  the  difTerent  proprietors  of  the  copperas 
works,  who  employ  the  neighbouring  poor  to  collect  the  pyrites^ 
or  copperas  stones,  upon  the  beach,  which  they  deposit  there  in 
heaps,  until  a  sufficient  quantity  is  procured  wherewith  to  load 
m.  vessel,  when  the  cargo  is  conveyed  away. 

Tlicse  cliffs  also  produce  such  a  variety  of  fossils,  both  native 
mud  extraneous,  as  are  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  the  same  space 
of  ground,  and  the  clay  being  continually  washed  away  by  the 
tides,  they  are  left  exposed  on  the  beach,  and  usually  picked  up 
by  the  gatherers  of  copperas,  who  sell  them  to  the  curions. 
Those,  however,  found  here,  have  been  so  much  impregnated 
with  pyritical  matter,  that  after  some  time  the  salts  shoot  and 
entirely  destroy  them. 

The  late  Mr.  Jacob,  of  Faversbam,  well  known  to  the  learned 
as  a  curious  antiquary  and  naturalist,  printed  at  the  end  of  his 
JPtanttB  Faoershamietuii,  a  concise  view  of  the  fossil  bodies  of 
this  island,  collected  during  the  space  of  thirty  years ;  and  iu 
the  Philosophical  Transactions  is  an  account  of  some  fossil 
fruits  and  cAher  bodies,  found  by  that  writer  in  the  Island  of 
Sbeppey,  a.d.  1757. 

The  curious  investigator  of  natural  history,  who  travels 
through  this  district,  will  undoubtedly  receive  additional  plea- 
sflie  in  the  observatioos  he  must  be  continually  indoced  to  make 
on  the  variety  of  curious  plants  to  be  found  growing  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  soil^  the  descriptions  of  which  are  too 
namerous  for  insertion  here.  Mr.  Jacob  has  published  a  cata- 
logue of  such  as  he  observed  in  the  loog  prt^ress  of  his  scien- 
tific researches. 

Dr.  Plot  observes  that  there  are  very  few  rats  or  moles  in  the 
Isle  of  Sbeppey,  a  circumstance  he  accounts  for  in  consequence 
of  the  earth  being  full  of  copperas  stones,  which  are  poisonoos 
to  thoee  reptiles ;  for  the  same  reason  mice  abound  here,  which 
•re  generally  found  in  greater  numbers  where  there  are  no  rats. 

Tbe  Island  of  Sheppby,  from  its  situation,  was,  in  ancient 
times,  much  exposed  to  the  invasions  of  those  nations  that 
infested  this  kingdom.  The  Saxons,  indeed,  resorted  to  the 
isle  of  Thanet ;  bat  the  Danes,  in  general,  made  this  island 
their  landing.iplace,  and  freqaently  remained  here  whole  winters, 
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pr^Kiidary,  and  then  dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Lincoln, 
who  dying  in  1412,  was  interred  there.  He  was  a  man  of  Btune 
note  ID  the  reigns  of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  If.,  having  been 
employed  by  both  those  princes  in  their  most  important  affairs, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Island  of  Sbeppbt  is  almost  entirely  within  the 
baudred  of  Middleton  or  Milton,  a  small  part  only  being  within 
die  parish  of  Eastchurch,  in  the  hundred  of  Tenham,  and  the 
Uuid  of  Harty,  which  is  within  the  hundred  of  Faversham,  as 
irill  be  further  adverted  to. 

It  contains  within  its  bounds  the  pabishes  of  Minsteb, 

with    THE    TILLE    OF    ShEBBNESS,    QdBBMBOROUGH,    EAST- 

caijBCH,  Warden,  Lbtsdown,  Elulby  and  its  Islb, 
AMD  Hartt  with  ITS  IsLE.  The  churches  of  those  parishes 
ire  all  within  the  hundred  of  Milton,  excepting  the  church  of 
Barty,  which  is  within  the  hundred  of  Farersbam.  That  part 
of  the  hundred  of  Milton  within  the  Island  of  Sheppey,  is 
within  the  j  urisdiction  of  one  constable,  appointed  for  the  same 
it  the  conrt-leet  held  for  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Milton, 
tod  is  therein  styled  the  liberty  of  Sheppey. 

HiNBTBB  is  the  principal  parish  in  the  Island  of  Sheppey, 
bring  on  high  ground,  near  the  middle  of  the  north  side  of  the 
tune. 

The  psrish  derives  its  name  from  the  monastery  founded  very 
etriy,  Mitutre,  in  the  Saxon,  signifyiag  a  monastery  or  religious 
boDie.  The  manor  of  Newington  claims  over  a  small  part  of 
this  parish,  but  the  paramount  manor  over  the  whole  extent  is 
that  of  Milton.  The  fabibh  of  Minsteb  is  by  far  the 
largest  of  any  in  the  island.  The  village  is  situated  on  high 
ground,  near  the  centre,  with  the  church  and  rains  of  the 
noDsstny ;  but  close  lOn  the  northern  side  of  the  latter  very 
KtUe  is  now  remaining. 

The  villb  of  Sbbbbmebs  isaitaated  at  the  western  bounds 
of  this  pari^,  having  been  formerly  accounted  as  part  of  this 
puish ;  it  has,  however,  long  since  been  made  a  vilte  of  itself, 
and  its  civil  jurisdiction  quite  separate. 

Tbt  cliffs  on  the  northern  side  of  the  island  likewise  consti- 
tutfl  the  boundaries  of  the  parish ;  Queenborough  and  Sheer- 
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nesB  bonndiDg  it  towards  the  west,  and  the  Swale  and  Island  or 
Elmley  in  a  soathward  direction. 

In  June  1756,  a  monstroos  fish,  thought  to  be  a  young  whale, 
was  driven  on  shore  at  this  place.  It  measured  thirty-six  feet 
and  upwards  in  length,  twenty-two  in  circumference,  and  eight 
from  the  eyes  to  the  tip  of  the  nose.  It  is  said  to  hare  yielded 
twenty  hogsheads  of  oil. 

Edward  III.,  in  his  17th  year,  granted  a  fair  to  be  held  here 
on  Palm  Monday,  which  is  alill  continued,  for  the  sale  of 
toys,  Sec. 

Sexburga,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Annas  king  of  East 
Anglia,  and  widow  of  Ercombert  king  of  Kent,  in  6^,  having 
obtained  lands  in  this  parish  of  her  son.  King  Egbert,  founded 
a  MONASTBBY  here,  which  she  finished  and  endowed,  for 
seventy&even  nuns,  whom  she  placed  therein.  King  Egbert 
himself  added  land  thereto,  that  princess  having  been  the  first 
abbess.  Soon  after,  about  the  year  675,  she  resigned  her 
government  to  her  daughter,  Ermenilda,  who  was  the  set:ond 
abbess,  bat  retired  in  699  to  the  Isle  of  Ely,  to  the  monastery, 
over  which  her  sister  presided. 

During  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  Danes,  the  sisterhood 
of  this  monaatery  were  subjected  to  continual  acts  of  cruelty 
and  oppression,  and  the  house  was  at  length  destroyed,  and  the 
nuns  dispersed.  In  that  situation  it  seems  to  have  remained 
till  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  who,  on  the  prioras  of 
the  nunnery  of  Newington,  near  Sittingboume,  being  strangled 
in  her  bed,  confiscated  their  possessions,  and  removed  the  few 
remaining  nuns  to  this  ruined  monastery,  which  continued  in  a 
very  had  condition  till  the  year  1 130,  when  it  was  re-edified, 
and  replenished  with  Benedictine  nuns  by  Archbishop  Corboil, 
who  dedicated  it  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Sexburgh. 

In  the  8th  of  Richard  11.,  a.o.  1384,  the  temporalities  of  this 
monastery  were  valued  at  £66  8s.,  and  the  spiritualities  at 
£73  6  8,  total  £139  14  8. 

In  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  the  Act  passed  for  the  sop- 
pression  of  all  religious  houses,  this  monaste^  was  surrendered 
to  the  crown,  when  it  was  in  such  an  impoverished  state,  that  it 
contained  only  a  prioress,  and  ten  nuns ;  to  the  former,  named 
Alicia  Crane,  the  king  granted  a  pension  of  £14  for  her  life. 
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Hm  nuuior  of  Minster,  otherwiu  Sexburg,  was  granted,  toge- 
tber  nrith  the  site  of  the  monastery,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  lord 
wirdeo,  and  treasurer  of  the  household,  to  hold  in  capite,  by 
knight's  seirice.  He  died  in  the  lit  of  Elizabeth,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded io  his  estates  by  his  only  son  Henry,  afterwards  knighted, 
ud  created  Lord  Cheney,  of  Tuddington,  who  levied  a  fine  of 
lU  bis  lands,  and  soon  afterwards  exchanged  this  estate,  witii 
tbe  queen,  for  others  elsewhere,  though  he  subsequently  pos- 
Kssed  much  land  in  this  parish,  which,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  his 
estates,  be  was  compelled  to  alienate,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
profuse  manner  in  which  be  had  lived. 

After  the  above-mentioned  exchange,  the  queen  granted  this 
Bsaor,  with  the  site  of  the  monastery,  to  Sir  Thomas  Holey,  of 
fiisbam,  in  Berkshire,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir 
Aolhony  Cook,  of  Giddy  hall,  in  Essex,  by  whom  be  had  two 
SODS,  Edward  and  Thomas,  posthumous,  both  aflerwarda 
ka^ted.  He  died  at  Paris,  where  he  was  ambassador  in  1566, 
leaving  his  wife  pregnant  there,  with  her  second  son.  She  con- 
veyed bis  body  to  England,  and  having  bnilt  a  chapel  on  the 
•otith  side  of  tbe  obarcb  of  Bisbajn,  laid  him  in  the  vault 
bneath.  He  was  succeeded  in  this  manor  and  estate  at 
Minster  by  his  eldest  son.  Sir  Edward  Holey,  who,  as  Camden 
ttyks  him,  wais  a  famous  and  worthy  knight,  and  constable 
of  Dover  castle,  where  he  resided,  as  well  as  cuttoi  rotuhrum 
for  this  county.  Tbe  family  of  tbe  Haby's  bore  for  their  arms, 
Urgent,  three  spindles  in  fess,  gules,  threaded,  or,  being  the 
beaiings  of  Badland,  the  heiress  of  which  their  ancestor  bad 
martied.  The  ancient  arms  of  the  Haby's  were,  Gules,  three 
ht&ertt  in  pale,  argent,  three  staves,  or,  which  they  bore  se- 
condly. Sir  Edward  Hoby's  anns  are  in  a  window  of  the 
Middle  Temple  hall,  with  his  quarteringa.  He  was  at  the  ta- 
king of  Cadiz,  and  chosen  to  serve  in  Parliament  several  times 
io  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  under  King  James  was  made  a 
gentleman  of  his  privy  chamber.  He  was  a  vary  learned  man, 
ud  wrote  several  books,  his  death  having  occurred  at  Qaeen- 
bonugh  castle  in  1616, not  long  before  which  period  he  had  sold 
this  manor  and  estate  to  Mr.  Henry  Richards,  who  gave  it  by 
will  to  Gabriel  Livesey,  esq.,  of  Hollingbome,  sheriff  in  1618. 
Be  was  descended  from  the  family  of  the  Levesey's,  or  lavesey's, 
originally  of  Livesey,  in  Lancashire.    His  father,  Robert  Livesey, 
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esq.,  was  of  Streatham,  in  Surrey,  aberiff  of  SuBsex  and  Surrey 
in  1593  and  1602,  and  left  tbree  sons,  of  whom  Gabriel, 
above  mentioned,  was  the  yonngest.  They  bore  for  their 
arms.  Argent,  a  Uen  rampant,  gules,  between  three  trefoUs, 
tHpt,vert.  His  son.  Sir  Michael  Livesey,  about  tiie  year  1623, 
conveyed  this  manor,  with  the  site  of  the  monastery,  to  Sir 
John  Haywood,  of  Hollingbome  hill,  second  son  of  Sir  Rowland 
Haywood,  citizen  and  alderman  of  London.  He  died  in  1636, 
and  settled  it  by  will  in  1635  upon  bis  two  feoffees,  Richard 
Bnller,  esq.  of  Cornwall,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  Clerk,  nf  Rochester, 
in  trust  for  such  charitable  uses  aa  they  should  think  propor- 
tionate to  the  profit  of  the  estate  from  time  to  time,  and  in  that 
state  it  continued.  The  truBtees  of  this  charity,  in  1651,  in  par- 
Buance  of  the  will  of  Sir  John  Hayward,  settled  £50  per  annum 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Ro- 
chester, to  be  paid  out  of  this  manor,  and  other  premises  in 
Sheppey  ;  bat  these  estates  still  increasing  in  value,  the  reii- 
duary  trustee,  in  1718,  purchased  out  of  the  profits  £636  South 
Sea  stock,  which  he  transferred  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of 
Rochester,  for  the  perpetual  support  of  three  charity  schools  in 
that  city,  and  in  Stroud. 

Nbwhall,  otherwise  Borstal,  la  a  small  manor  in  this  parisli, 
which,  in  the  9th  of  Kdnard  II.,  was  in  the  possession  of  Fulk 
Peyforer,  who  died  the  same  year.  From  the  above  name  it 
passed  into  that  of  Potyn,  one  of  whom,  Nicholas  Potyn,  was 
posBessed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  and  left  one  daughter 
Juliana,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  St.  Leger,  of 
Otterden,  second  son  of  Ralph  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  whose 
daughter  and  heir  Joan,  carried  it  in  marrige  to  Henry  Aucber, 
esq.  of  Newenden.  He  passed  away  this  manor  before  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  lord  mayor  of 
London  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1433.  He,  as  well  as  his 
descendants,  possessors  of  this  manor,  resided  at  Tunstall,  one 
of  whom,  William  Cromer,  esq.,  engaging  in  the  rebellion  raised 
by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  the  1  st  of  Queen  Mary,  was  attainted, 
by  which  this  manor,  among  the  rest  of  his  estates,  became 
forfi^ted  to  the  crown,  whence  it  was  soon  after  granted  by  the 
queen  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  knight  of  the  Carter,  and  treasu- 
rer of  the  Household,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  1st  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  succeeded  by  bis  only  sod  Henry, 
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to  Heneage  Finch,  created  earl  of  Ayleeford.  His  eldest  son, 
Heneage  Finch,  under  Qeorge  I.  baring  procured  an  Act  for  the 
purpose,  passed  away  his  interest  in  this  manor  to  his  next 
brother,  Uie  Hon.  John  Finch,  whose  only  son,  Savile  Pinch, 
esq.  died  in  1788,  when  his  heirs  became  possessed  of  his  in- 
terest in  the  lease. 

The  Farm  of  Dandelk,  above  mentioned,  is  situated  in 
the  western  part  of  this  parish.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  it 
was  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Thoinag  Seymour,  Lord  Seymour, 
and  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  who,  being  attainted  in  the 
3d  year  of  that  reign,  this,  among  the  rest  of  bis  possessions, 
became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  whence  it  was  granted  the  same 
year  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  knight  of  the  Garter,  Gcc.  to  bold 
■n  capile  by  knight's  service.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  only 
son  Henry,  afterwards  knighted,  and  created  Lord  Cheney,  of 
Tuddington,  who,  in  the  3d  of  that  reign,  had  possession 
granted  of  all  his  lands,  and  among  them,  of  a  house  and  300 
acres  of  land  and  marsh,  called  Daunley,  with  their  appurte- 
nances in  Minster,  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  St.  Catherine's, 
in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Harris  and  Thomas  Horton,  held  of  the 
king  in  capite  by  knight's  service. 

He  levied  a  fine  that  year  of  all  his  lands,  as  he  did  again  in 
the  17th  of  the  same  reign,  and  soon  after  sold  bis  interest  in 
this  estate  to  one  Livesey,  who  parted  with  it  about  the  year 
1604,  to  Sir  Julius  Cessar,  master  of  the  rolls,  under  treasurer  of 
the  Eschequer,  and  privy  counsellor,  and  be,  the  next  year, 
settled  it  on  his  eldest  son,  Charles  Cssar,  esq.  He  was  after- 
wards knighted,  and  succeeded  bis  father  as  master  of  the  rolls, 
having  been  of  the  privy  council,  both  to  King  James  and 
Charles  I.  He  died  in  1643,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
Benington,  in  Hertfordshire,  having  been  twice  married ;  first,  to 
Anncdaughterof  Sir  Peter  Vanlore,  by  whom  he  had  three  daugh- 
ters, Jacomina,  wife  of  Henry  Anderson,  esq.  of  Pendley,  the  se- 
cond daughter  married  to  Henry  Levingston,  esq.  of  Hampshire, 
and  the  third  was  Anne.  He  married,  secondly,  Anne,  daaghter 
of  Sir  Edward  Barkham ,  lord  mayor  of  London,  by  whom  he  left 
two  sons.  Sir  Henry,  of  Benington.and  Charles,  of  Much  Haddon, 
in  Hertfordshire.  His  lady  survived  him,  and  possessed  his  in- 
terest in  this  estate,  of  which  she  died  possessed  in  1661,  the  pro- 
perty being  at  that  time  part  of  the  possessions  of  St.  Catherine's 
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to  hold  in  capite,  by  knight's  service.  His  only  boh  and  heir, 
Henry  lord  Cheney,  of  Tuddington,  in  the  3d  of  that  reign,  had 
posMBsion  granted  of  his  father's  estates,  and.  among  others,  of 
this  manor  called  Calehiil,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  this 
parish,  and  several  parcels  of  lands  called  Notts,  Matottb, 
and  Chetbroboft,  in  Lbtsdowne,  Eastcucbch,  and 
Warden,  held  of  the  king  in  co/nVe,  late  parcel  of  the  posses- 
sions of  William  Bury,  merchant.  After  that  period  he  ex- 
changed Calehiil,  with  the  laads  above  mentioned,  with  the 
queen,  among  other  estates  in  this  parish  and  neighbourhood, 
when  the  fee  remained  rested  in  the  crown  till  King  James  I., 
in  his  2d  year,  granted  it  to  Philip  Herbert,  younger  brother  of 
William  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  the  following  year  created 
Lord  Herbert,  of  Shurland,  and  earl  of  Montgomery.  On  his 
hrotber's  death,  without  surviving  issue,  he  succeeded  him  as 
earl  of  Pembroke,  since  which  it  descended  in  the  eame  ^ay  as 
Milton  manor,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Philip  viscount  Wenman,  and 
Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  tyit  it  has  so  long  been  blended  with. the 
rest  of  their  possessions  here,  that  the  very  name  is  foi^otten, 
nor  is  the  exact  situation  at  present  ascertained. 

The  Qovkrnors  of  the  Chest  for  sick  and  maimed  sea* 
men,  at  Chatham,  are  possessed  of  lands  here  called  Scochles, 
containing,  by  estimation,  340  acres,  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  family  of  the  Leveaey's. 

Minster  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  JiTBtSDiCTloif  of 
the  dioceu  of  Canterbury  and  (feanery  of  Sitttngbourne.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Sexbui^,-  (as  was  also  the 
monastery,)  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  the  edifice  apper- 
taining thereto,  while  others  conjecture  that  it  only  adjoined  that 
structure.  It  consists  of  two  aisles  and  two  chancels,  the  steeple 
being  at  the  west  end,  which  presents  a  large  square  tower,  with 
a  turret  at  the  top,  in  which  is  a  clock,  and  a  peal  ofhells.  In 
the  north  chancel,  on  the  south  side,  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cheney,  knight  of  the  Garter,  who  was  interred  with  great  state 
in  a  chapel  which  had  been  the  conventual  church,  adjoining  the 
eastern  part  of  this  parish  ;  but  his  son,  Henry  lord  Cheney, 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  obtained  a  licence  for  removing 
the  coffins  and  hones  of  his  father  and  ancestors  thence,  having 
sold  the  materials  of  the  chapel  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert, 
and  he  had  them  interred  in  this  chancel.     Under  an   arch 
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in  the  wat),  on  the  north  aide,  upon  a  grey  marble,  is  the  figure 

of  a  man  in  armour,  and,  in  the  soutb  or  high  chancel,  an 

ancient  tomb,  with  the  effigies  of  a  man  lying  at  length,  croas- 

l^ged,  armed  at  all  points ;  on  his  right  side  is  the  figure  of  a 

horse's  head,  carved  also  in  alabaster,  and  fixed  to  the  tomb, 

ales  are  current.     On  a  stone  in 

the  figures,  in  brass,  of  a  man  and 

1  armour,  and  cross-legged,  with 

side,  bis  coat  of  arms  presenting, 

le  rest  obliterated  ;  on  ber  mantle, 

lis  feet  is  a  Hon,  aad  under  bera 

gone,  except  the  word  Hie  at  the 

er  end  of  the  north  aiile  is  a  small 

,  whereon  is  a  ctosi  bottany. 

dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptiat, 

of  Minster,  in  Sheppey. 

i  bouse  and  some  barna,  with  188 

i  pasture  land,  together  with  the 

•arish,  of  every  description, 

iSDiCTioN  of  this  parish  extends 

«bich,  being  very  populous,  adds 

ch  BO,  that,  in  some  years  of  late, 

«  200  and  300. 

ugh  was  formerly  esteemed  as  a 
las  long  since  been  independent  of 
Eteemed  as  a  donative,  the  yearly 
16  13  4. 
were  308. 

e  curate  was  £16  13  4,  and  the 
t  in  charge  in  the  king's  books. 
Iwellings  jn  the  parish  of  Minster ; 
;n  the  last  census  rof  the  popula- 
arliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabi- 
I  3868,  females  3729,  making  a 


!8  west  of  the  parish  of  Minster,  at 
isle  of  Sheppey.     It  was  once  es- 
teemed a  member  of  that  parish,  but  has   long  since  been 
cietted  a  ville  of  itself,  and  entirely  separated  from  it  as  to  its 


^niized  by  Google 


1S3  HISTORY  OF  THB 

ciTil  juriidicUon,  thongb,  in  an  eccIeaiBBtical  light,  it  still  con- 
tinues part  of  the  same. 

This  portion  of  the  island  of  Sheppey  was,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  do  more  than  a  watery  swamp,  or  morass,  on  the 
point  of  which,  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  was  mounted 
a  small  fort  of  twelve  gons,  to  defend  the  passage  up  the 
Medway,  In  that  situation  it  remained  till  the  Dutch  war 
broke  out  in  the  same  reign,  when  the  sentiment  of  the  whole 
kingdom  turned  on  the  importance  of  this  place,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  royal  fort,  which  might  preserve  the  navy,  and  at  the 
same  time  prove  a  great  security  to  the  river. 

The  king  took  this  charge  upon  himself,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  1667  made  two  journeys  hither  in  the  depth  of  winter,  ac- 
companied by  an  engineer,  and  some  officers  of  the  ordnance, 
when,  having  witnessed  the  commencement  of  the  work,  be  left 
his  chief  engineer.  Sir  Martin  Beckman,  whom  he  designed  go- 
vernor of  the  fort,  to  whose  charge  he  committed  the  overlook- 
ing  the  whole.  In  order,  therefore,  that  every  expedition  might 
be  used,  he  also  named  a  commissioner  of  the  ordnance ;  not- 
withstanding which,  very  little  or  nothing  was  effected  towards 
its  completion,  when  the  Dutch,  the  same  year,  made  their  me- 
morable attack  upon  the  royal  navy  in  the  river  Medway,  which 
was  then  in  a  most  defenceless  state,  there  being  only  at  that 
timCf  in  addition  to  the  twelve  guns  previously  mentioned,  four 
that  could  be  used  at  Upnor,  and  scarcely  as  maay  at  Gilling- 
ham,  for  its  defence. 

One  or  two  companies  of  soldiers  were  stationed  here  under 
excellent  officers,  but  the  fortifications  proved  so  weak  and  un- 
finished, and  all  other  provisions  so  entirely  destitute,  that, 
although  the  best  defence  was  made,  no  sooner  did  the  Dutch 
fleet  appear  within  sight,  but,  with  their  cannon,  they  best  down 
the  works,  drove  the  men  from  their  ground,  and  landed  a  ooa- 
siderable  force,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  fortifying  and 
keeping  possession  of  the  place.  Having  effected  this,  they 
sailed  up  the  river,  broke  through  erery  impediment  raised  to 
oppose  them,  and  after  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  ship- 
ping, again  fell  down  the  stream  without  any  further  molestation, 
em^rking  alt  their  men  (irom  Sbeemess,  when  they  sailed  for 
thecoasts  of  Essex  and  Suffolk.  This  bold  attempt  created  so 
much  alarm  throughout  the  nation,  aa  well  on  account  of  the 
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laTety  of  the  royal  docks  and  magazines  at  Cliatham,  as  tha 
nary  itself,  owing  to  the  defenceless  stale  of  the  river  Medway, 
that  the  fort  of  Sheerness  was  immediately  constituted  a  regular 
fortification,  and  became  a  royal  fort ;  a  line  of  large  and 
heavy  cannon  was  there  mounted;  in  addition  to  whiuh  there 
were  other  smaller  forts  erected  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
higher  up,  for  its  future  defence.  Great  improvements  were 
then  made,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  fort  of  Sheerness ;  more 
especially  of  late  years,  as  will  be  mentioned  hereafter ;  so  that 
no  fleet,  however  formidable,  can  in  future  attempt  to  pass, 
withoat  imminent  peril;  added  to  which,  in  the  event  of  any 
threatened  danger,  an  Act  passed  in  1782  for  the  more  effectual 
•ecarity  of  this  important  spot. 

The  fort  and  garrison  of  Sheerness  is  under  the  command  of 
a  governor,  a  lientenant  governor,  a  fort  major,  and  other  infe- 
rior ofiicers- '  The  salary  of  the  former  was  £300  per  annum, 
and  of  the  latter  £182  lOs. 

Some  years  ^Tter  the  building  of  the  fort,  an  adjacent  rc^o/ 
dock  was  formed,  chiefly  intended  for  the  repairing  of  ships 
which  tti^t  bare  experienced  any  sudden  damage,  as  well  aa 
for  the  buildtng -smaller  ships  of  war,  such  as  flfth  and  sixth 
rates,  small  frigates,  yachts,  and  other  vessels,  though  sometimes 
ships  of  a  larger  size  were  built  at  Sheerness.  This  yard,  in 
time  o(  peace,  is  under  the  inspection  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  ndiry,  raiding  at  Chatham,  who  has  many  officers  under 
him;  bdt  in  time  of  war,  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase 
of  business,  an  extra  commissioner  has  been  appointed,  who 
constantly  resides  there,  the  office  of  ordnance  having  also  a 
branch  established  at  this  place. 

The  great  scai;cily  of  fresh  water  had  always  been  most  sen- 
sibly felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  which  induced 
govonmeat,  in  1782,  to  endeavour  to  procure  supplies  of  that 
neceaUHy  element,  by  sinking  a  well ;  in  which  attempt  it  was 
not  dil|^H>ointed ;  for  when  the  workmen,  under  the  direction 
of  Sd'.S.  Hyde  Page,  of  the  cqrps  of  engineers,  had  dug  to  the 
deptliof  328  feet,  the  augur  dropped,  and  the  water  instantly 
gusbaS'  np,  and  Tose  265  feet,  which  was  within  sixty-three  of 
the  top  of  the  well. 

In  Uie  firaCinstance,  the  taste  of  the  water  was  soft  and  pleasant 
and,  although  very  thick,  soon  became  clear  and  fit  for  use,  in 
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nbich  state  it  cODtinued  to  afford  a  plentiful  supply  to  the 
ordnance  and  barrack  department.  Prior  to  the  above  resource, 
the  population  of  Sheerneas  depended  mostly  to  their  saving 
rain  water  and  a  supply  from  Chatham.  Since  the  above 
-  period  wells  have  been  sunk  in  the  towns  and  dockyard,  the 
former  supplying  the  inhabitants,  and  the  latter  the  dockyard 
and  the  navy. 

The  old  ships  of  war  stationed  here  were  formerly  termed 
breakwaters,  owing  to  their  breaking  the  viotence  of  the  tides, 
the  hulls  of  which  are  occupied  by  sixty  or  seventy  families, 
brick  chimneys  being  raised  from  the  lower  gun  decks,  which 
give  to  the  whole  the  appearance  of  a  floating  town. 

In  1809  government  resolved  to  enlarge  the  dockyard  at 
Sheerness,  for  docking  first  raten,  and  an  old  ship  was  fitted  up 
capable  of  containing  500  convicts  employed  upon  the  works. 
It  was  also  intended  to  have  erected  a  bridge  over  the  Swale,  at 
the  King's  Ferry,  to  the  opposite  shore  in  Sheppey,  which 
would  have  proved  of  great  public  utility,  but  the  plan  was 
never  put  into  effect. 

In  1814,  owing  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  displayed  by  Lord 
Viscount  Melville,  then  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  first 
stone  of  this  colossal  undertaking  was  laid  by  that  nobleman, 
in  presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators,  on  which 
occasion  a  sumptuous  entertainment  was  given,  when,  in  order 
to  render  the  f^te  more  impressive,  every  convict  labouring  in  the 
dockyard  participated  in  his  lordship's  liberality^  by  receiving 
one  shilling  per  man. 

The  stupendous  works  for  some  years  in  a  state  of  progress 
at  Sheerness,  had  arrived  to  a  great  state  of  forwardness  in 
1822,  when  the  bas  inproved  capable  of  containing  twelve  line- 
of-battle  ships;  there  were  also  three  new  docks  for  first  mtes 
nearly  completed,  while  the  surrounding  works,  buildings,  store- 
houses, Ecc.  were  the  produce  of  succeeding  years.  A  stone 
wall  800  feet  long  runs  collateral  with  the  town  pier,  and  projects 
into  the  Medway,  forming  an  extensive  wharf  for  landing  and 
shipping  of  goods,  while  that  portion  of  the  wall  stretching 
from  south  to  north  extends  upwards  of  3000  feet.  This  vast 
labour  was  originally  commenced  under  the  direction  and  plans 
of  the  late  General  Bentham,  and  afterwards  superintended  by 
the  late  J.  Rennie,  esq.,  now  presenting  the  finest  dockyard  in 
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the  kingdom.  This  noble  undertaking  was  opened  in  1833, 
and  owing  to  the  works  being  entirely  constructed  upon  a  quick 
■and  forty  feet  deep,  the  greatest  credit  was  due  to  the  genius 
ud  talents  of  the  above-mentioned  engineers. 

Id  consequence  of  the  bad  foundation,  the  walls  forming  the 
boot  of  the  river  were  composed  of  hollow  masses,  supported 
by  inverted  arches  and  numerous  piles  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
Act  in  length,  which  by  having  an  extended  base  were  infinitely 
itrooger.  The  works  comprise  a  basin  520  feet  long  and  300 
wide,  with  «  depth  of  twenty-seven  feet  water,  capable  of 
floating  Iine-of-batt)e  ships  fully  equipped  for  sea.  The  entrance 
to  the  basin  is  closed  by  a  csissoon,  with  proper  shields,  for 
Rgnlating  the  water  within,  and  is  easily  removed  at  pleasure. 
Adjacent  to  the  basin  are  three  docks  for  first  rates,  215  feet 
long,  ninety  wide,  and  thirty-one  deep,  having  immenEe  iron 
gates  at  their  entrances  fifty-seven  feet  wide,  the  docks  being 
capable  of  receiving  a  first  rate  man-of-war  with  all  her  gans 
and  stores,  at  low  water.  These  gates  are  constructed  in  a  most 
iBgeniooa  manner,  being  chiefly  formed  of  cast  iron  weighing 
160  tons  each  pair.  The  whole  of  the  docks  communicate  by 
tmmels,  vrith  steam  engines  of  fifty  horse  power,  whereby  the 
water  may  be  pumped  from  one  of  the  dry  docks  in  four  hours 
and  a  half. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  dockyard  is  an  immense  quadrangular 
(torehouse,  331  feet  by  216,  the  foundation  of  which,  unlike 
those  of  other  structures  of  a  similar  description,  contains 
apwarda  of  6000  piles  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  long,  with 
cUla  and  plank,  the  underground,  or  base  work,  having  ex- 
pended  upwards  of  6,000,000  of  bricks,  the  inverted  arches 
being  set  in  Roman  cement.  At  the  back  of  this  structure  is 
the  Smithery,  225  feet  long  by  ninety  wide,  wherein  are  fabri- 
eued  anchors,  chain  cables,  and  all  the  metal  materials  requisite 
br  the  fitting  out  a  man-of-war ;  the  bellows  of  this  manufactory 
are  to  be  blown  by  a  steam  engine.  Southward  of  the  building  ' 
hitdeeeribed  is  a  range  of  saw  pits,  timber  sheds,  &c.  440  feet 
la^  by  forty  feet  wide,  having  all  the  requisite  storehouses 
tad  work  shops,  monid  loft,  &o.  Behind  the  latter  rsnge  ts 
be  navy  w^  with  an  immense  cast-ircfta  cistern,  before  adverted 
to,  calculated  to  supply  the  houses  of  the  Admiralty,  commis- 
wocn,  offieen»  &c.    The  depth  of  the  well  is  366  feet,  and  the 
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diameter  eight  feet,  the  whole  erected  in  Romaii  cement.  South 
west  of  the  wall  are  two  fifty  horse  power  engines  employed  in 
emptying  the  docks  when  required ;  fronting  which  is  the  mast 
store,  212  feet  long  by  112  wide,  under  which  are  the  mast 
locks,  and  a  mast  pond  in  front  capable  of  containing  unworked 
timber  for  upwards  of  600  masts.  In  front  of  the  last  men- 
tioned structure  is  the  working  mast  house  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions SB  the  mast  store,  with  a  slip  at  the  front  and  back 
wherein  the  masts  are  constructed.  Proceeding  in  our  descrip* 
tion  of  this  wonderful  combination  of  genius,  art,  labour,  and 
perseverance,  we  must  next  advert  to  the  tunnel  formed  to  Boat 
all  the  timber  required  in  constructing  masts,  yards,  &c.  The 
entrance  to  this  tunnel  is  by  the  segment  of  a  circle,  with  two 
pair  of  iron  gates;  the  one  to  repel,  and  the  other  a  receirer  of 
the  water.  We  now  proceed  in  a  right  line  over  the  caissoou  to 
the  victualling  store,  which  stands  upon  2600  piles  of  the 
dimensions  previously  described.  The  extent  of  this  fabric  is 
175  by  111  feet,  the  whole  supported  by  inverted  arches  set  in 
Roman  cement,  by  which  the  navy  is  supplied  with  water  from 
the  well  previously  mentioned.  Northward  of  the  building  last 
described  are  the  principal  offices  erected  for  the  reception  of 
the  officers  connected  with  this  establishment,  and  opposite  is 
the  boat  house,  with  a  slip  in  front  150  feet  long  by  eighty  wide, 
for  the  building  and  repairing  all  boats  required  by  the  navy. 

We  shall  now  terminate  our  elaborate  description  of  this  won- 
derful effort  of  human  ingenuity  by  crossing  the  frigate  docks, 
graving  and  building  slips,  and  proceed  to  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, presenting  to  the  view  on  the  left  a  magniticeiit  storehouse 
for  the  ordnance  department,  180  by  160  feet.  Fronting  is  the 
mansion  erected  for  the  port  admiral,  a  building  in  every  respect 
appropriated  for  the  residence  of  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of 
England's  independence  and  glory.  This -mansion  contains  two 
superb  state  rooms  appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
royal  family  should  they  deign  (o  honour  this  rising  town  by 
their  distinguished  presence.  Adjoining  the  admiral's  dwelling 
are  the  military  barracks,  and  a  beautiful  guard  house,  the 
whole  affording  ample  accommodations  for  600  troops.  The 
buildings  that  formerly  constituted  the  barracks  are  nearly  all 
now  pulled  down. 

The  residence  allotted  foi  the  commissioner  is  extremely  com- 
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modions,  and,  in  short,  every  requisite  accommodation  ia  found 
in  the  provision  made  for  the  several  persons  connected  with 
tliia  establishment. 

A  very  neat  and  commodious  chapel  was  erected  by  govem- 
mentfor  the  use  of  the  garrison,  the  naval  and  military  de- 
partment, and  all  persons  connected  with  the  first  dockyard 
ia  hii  majesty's  dominions.  The  building  in  question  was 
niied  under  the  superintendence  of  J.  W:  Taylor,  esq.,  sur- 
veyor. 

In  1828  government  having  determined  on  further  improve- 
ments at  SheemeeB,  purchased  from  eighty  to  ninety  acres  of 
bnd,  for  the  purpoae  of  raising  a  line  of  fortification  on  the 
ODtside  of  Miletown,  and  a  ditch  is  now  completed  the  whole 
eitcQt  of  the  line  from  the  beach  towards  the  Nore,  to  a  fleet 
maning  tothe  seawall  towards  the  Medway.  The  ditch  con- 
ilitntes  the  linre  of  demarcation,  and  forms  the  outer  edge  of 
a  moat  which  environs  the  works.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
tlste  that  this  grand  nursery  of  the  bulwark  of  England  baa 
caosed  an  expenditure  of  nearly  four  millions  sterling. 

The  Blue  Town  pier  is  to  be  further  improved,  the  sum  of 
£3000  having  been  already  advanced  to  purchase  materials  for 
that  purpose. 

In  the  progreee  of  this  stupendous  undertaking,  too  much 
pTsise  cannot  be  conferred  on  the  late  J.  Rennie,  esq.,  engi- 
neer; J.  S<  Taylor,  esq.,  surveyor ;  John  Thomas,  esq.  resident 
(D|pneer;  Sir  £d4M)nd>  Banks,  bart.,  acting  manager,  •— 
Jollifie,  esq.,  and  /f-'Nicholson,  esq.  To  Sir  E.  Banks,  hart., . 
in  partioular,  as  contractor  and  superintendent  of  the  whole 
dockyard  every  encomium  is  due,  for  the  skill  displayed  in 
iccomplishing  the  great  task  imposed  upon  him.  It  is  how- 
eiet  anfficient  to  state,  as  regards  the  latter  gentleman,  that 
be  wak  builder  of  that  matchless  piece  of  architecture,  Waterloo 
Bridge^  -and  is  now  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
London' Bridge.  To  this  spirited  gentleman  Miletown  stands 
indsbtcd  in  the  erection  of  Edward  Street,  a  Crescent  erected 
ia  1827,  and  a  beautiful  residence  for  himself,  with  gardens 
BKMt tastefully  arranged,  the  whole  having  been  erected  as  by 
Bigic  from  a  dreary  swamp.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to 
Kiaark,  that  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  circumBtancea 
connected  with  the  dockyard  at  Sheemess  is  its  having  been 
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fonued  on  a  complete  morau;  the  excavatioDB  from  the  Tarioos 
proceedings  required  having  cauaed  an  secession  of  soil  from 
ten  to  twelve  feet  above  the  original  lev«l  of  the  awamp. 
While  pursuing  the  excavations  many  vestiges  of  aotiquity 
were  discovered,  and  among  the  foundations  of  the  old  church 
were  dug  up  the  major  part  of  the  fonn  of  our  Saviour  carved 
ui  oak,  which  bad  formwly  adorned  a  aoit ;  it  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  preserved  by  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Duke  of  Clareoca 
Inn,  Bine  Town. 

In  1827  a  fire  broke  oat  io  that  part  of  Sbeeraess  called 
Blue  Town,  which  destroyed  between  fifty  and  sixty  boaaea; 
and  OB  the  8tb  of  January,  1830,  another  conflagration  took 
place,  whereby  no  less  than  fifty  dwellings  were  consumed  by 
the  devouring  element. 

That  part  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppy  called  Minster  and  East 
Cbureh,  has^  for  some  years  past,  been  very  much  encroached 
upon,  either  by  the  sea  or  the  operations  of  the  land-springs. 
This  haa  encreased  of  late  years,  as  it  is  supposed  that  in 
1829  nearly  half  an  acre  was  carried  off,  which  gradual  dimi- 
nution atiU  continues. 

Id  pursnance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  1829,  Hile- 
town  is  now  completely  paved,  lighted,  and  watched. 

Speaking  of  Sheerness  as  a  place  of  pleasurable  resort, 
we  have  to  remark,  that  the  water  is  transparently  clear,  and 
the  beach  excellent;  there  are,  however,  only  two  bathing 
machines  for  the  accommodation  of  the  iababitanta.  We 
mast  confess  we  felt  rather  surprised  that  the  laudable  spirit 
evinced  by  Sir  Edward  Banks,  bart,  should  not  have 
prompted  him  to  erect  some  saloon  for  public  purposes ;  we 
mean  assemblies,  balls,  concerts,  meetings,  dinners,  &c. ;  as 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  single  apartment  for  sach 
purposes  either  in  Sheerness  or  Miletown,  and  we  conceive 
that  if  undertaken,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the 
speculation  would  be  found  to  answer,  from  the  numerous 
applications  that  must  necessarily  be  made  for  such  an  accom- 
modation. 

In  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  steam  packets,  and 
the  facilities  thereby  afibrded  of  going  from  and  returning  to 
the  metropolis,  parties  of  pleasure  being  constantly  formed 
daring  the  summer  season,  much  good  Aii^t  accrue  to  the 
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tnde  of  Sheerness  were  proper  measures  adopted  to  brii^  it 
into  vogue. 

A  markat  is  held  at  Sheerness,  weekly,  on  a  Saturday. 

According  to  the  last  census  of  tfae  population,  taken  ia 
1821,  there  were  in  the  ville  of  Sbeemesa  fiftyeight  dwellings, 
426  mates.  391  females,  making  a  total  of  817  souls. 

It  appears  in  the  above  goverument  return,  that  the  decrease 
of  inhabitants  in  Sheerness  ville  is  attributed  to  arednction  in 
the  dockyard  and  ordnance  establishments;  the  entire  parish 
of  Minster  containing  8414  inhabitants. 

^ce  the  foregoing  account  of  the  dockyard  at  Sheerness^ 
BInetown,  8lc.,  was  taken  from  actual  survey,  many  new 
bouses  have  been  bnilt  at  Miletown  greatly  tending  to  improve 
the  appearance  of  the  phice.  Admiral  Beresford,  now  the 
port  admiral,  who  is  universally  beloved,  has  taken  up  his 
residence  at  the  splendid  mansion  fitted  up  by  government  at 
Garrison  Point;  where  he  sedulously  employs  himself  in 
effecting  various  improvements  in  the  dockyard.  The  mili- 
tary force  stationed  at  this  grand  naval  depot  amounts  to 
about  300  men. 


USt  OF  SHIPS  IN  ORDINARY,  AT  SHEERNESS, 

ON  THE  Ibt  of  jaxuaby,  1831. 


1    130  Prince  Regent  T\ag  ihip. 
120  Hove. 

Royal  Geoi^. 
106  CunperdowD. 
1    104  Temeraire. 

Depot  for  ordinary. 
1     84  Formidable. 
Powerful. 
80  Cunbridge. 
>     78  Acfaille. 

Dooe^ :  Guard  ship. 
74  Black  Pi  ince. 
Deteace. 
Devosshire. 


74  Hawke. 
Hogue. 
Hercules. 
Miootanr. 
Poictiera. 
Redoubtable. 
Rai*ell. 
Scarborqugh. 
Terrible: 

ReceiviDff  ship. 
Tremeodous. 
Vengeur; 

Receiving  sbip. 
Wellington. 


^niized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OK  THE 

GunL              nimn. 

R.K. 

Gy».            ».ma. 

5 

46  Rhia. 

Cornwall. 

Tartar. 

46  Amazon. 

TenedoB. 

j«:olu3. 

Venus. 

Clyde. 

42  Aiffle. 

Crescent. 

Cura?oa. 

Desirfe: 

Havannah. 

Slop  ship. 

Ma^cien&e. 

Dsdalus. 

Cutter.   Maffpie. 

Hebe. 

Quail. 

Horatio. 

3 

lion:  Sheer  hulk. 

Leonidas. 

Retribution.    *!  Convict 
Wye.               ;     hulk.. 

Pegassus. 

6 

From  the  above  list,  the  weight  of  metarcaTried  by  these 
ships  of  the  line,  nhen  in  commission,  would  amount  to  3206 
guns- 

Tlie  parish  of  Queenborough  lies  the  next  adjoining  south* 
westward  from  that  of  Minster,  on  the  western  shore  of  this 
island.  It  is  a  borough  town,  anciently  called  Cyningburgh, 
when  it  belonged  to  the  Saxon  kings,  who  bad  a  castle  here 
close  to  the  entrance  of  the  Swale,  which  was  afterwards  deno- 
minated the  castle  of  Sheppey.  On  the  site  of  that  structure 
Edward  III.  erected  a  much  larger  edifice,  and  called  this  place 
Queenborough,  in  honour  of  Phllippa,  his  consort.  The  building 
of  this  castle  was  commenced  about  the  year  1361,  and  fiaished 
six  years  afterwards,  being  intended  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fending the  realm,  and  as  a  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  of  tuts 
island. 

This  building  was  completed  under  the  iDspection  ofWiUiam 
of  Wickham,'the  king's  architect,  afterwards  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, who  acquitted  himself  with  his  usual  skill  and  abililies. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  fortress,  the  above  monarch  visited 
it,  and  remained  here  for  some  days,  during  which  period  he 
made  this  place  a  free  borough,  and  by  charter  in  1366  created 
it  a  corporation,  making  the  townsmen  burgesses,  and  investing 
them  with  power  to  choose  annually  a  mayor,  and  two  bailiSa, 
who  should  proffer  their  oaths  of  allegiance  before  the  constable 
of  the  casile,  and  be  justices  within  the  liberties  of  the  corpo- 
ration, exclusive  of  all  others.     They  were  also  endowed  with 
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d^izance  of  pleas,  the  liberty  of  two  marlceU  weekly,  on  Mon. 
dayi  and  Thursdays,  and  two  annual  fairs,  one  on  the  eve  of  our 
Ud^,  and  tbe  other  on  ike  feast  of  St.  Jamei,  both  being  bene- 
fited witb  freedora  of  ikotte,  and  many  otb«'  privileges  tending 
to  ingment  the  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

Richard  II.,  in  his  8lh  year,  granted  to  Robert  de  Vere,  earl 
of  Oiford,  all  the  rights  and  franchises  of  the  castle  of  Queen- 
borough,  during  the  life  of  the  said  earl.  Richard  111.,  Henry 
VIM.,  and  Elizabeth,  repaired  and  beautified  this  castle : 
Johnson,  in  his  Detcriptio  IHnerus,  speaking  of  the  building, 
partical&rly  mentions  a  dining-room,  as  being  very  spacious 
aad  elegant,  round  which  the  arms  of  nearly  all  the  nobility 
um)  gentry  in  the  county  were  arranged,  and  those  of  Elizabeth 
u  the  centre,  beneath  which  the  following  Lines  were  written  : 

"  Liliu  the  lion'i  tirgiD  braut  eiplaia, 
Then  lira  a  virgin,  ind  a  lion  nign ; 
Pietuiei  an  pleuing.  for  itie  mind  they  ih«w. 
And  in  ths  miad  ihi  Deity  we  view ; 
Ijay  ihe  whom  God  in  lif*  uid  empiniibawi, 
To  ma  th'  elernai  Daily  dtscloie ! 
May  Jeue'i  flower  ind  Judak'i  lion  deign, 
Thy  lawen  and  lioDi  to  protect,  great  queen !    i.ft,  1S93," 

Id  1650,  after  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  this  castle  was  sur- 
veyed by  order  of  Parliament,  and  found  to  be  altogether  useless, 
both  from  its  situation  as  well  as  construction,  haying  been 
boilt  for  tbe  warfare  of  hows  and  arrows.  The  commissioners 
appointed  for  the  ourvey  reported  that  it  consisted  of  twelve 
looms  of  one  ruige  of  buildings  below  stairs,  and  about  forty 
loiHiu  ftom  the  first  story  upwards,  those  being  circular  and 
compoted  of  stone,  with  aix  towers  and  offices,  the  roof  covered 
vith  lead.  Within  the  circumference  of  the  castle  was  one 
mall  round  court,  paved ;  and  in  the  centre,  one  lai^e  well ; 
oatnde  the  castle  was  a  great  court,  both  of  which  were  environed 
by  large  atone  walla,  entirely  moated  round;  the  whole  contain- 
ag  apwards  of  three  acres  of  land.  According  to  the  report  of 
tbote  commissionefs,  it  waa  worth  about  £1792,  exclusive  of 
tbe  t^aree  for  pulling  it  down,  and  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  John 
Wtlkinsoo,  who  removed  Uke  materials.  Tbe  well  continues  to 
bs  used,  and,  till  1818,  was  the  only  means  whereby  tbe  inba- 
bttsflu  could  obtain  water ;  but  at  Uiat  period,  on  adopting  the 
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boring  system,  good  water  was  procured  ia  other  parU  of  tlx 
borough. 

The  constables  of  the  castle  were  generally  men  of  consider- 
able rank  and  influence,  John  of  Gaunt  having  held  this  office 
in  the  50th  of  Edward  III.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the 
annual  fee  of  the  keeper  of  this  castle  was  £29  2  6. 

Although  ranking  a  borough  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward 
III.,  Queenborough  did  not  return  meoiberB  to  the  legislature 
until  the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  a.d.  1571,  at  which  time  there  were 
only  twenty-three  inhabited  housea. 

The  principal  source  of  employment  for  the  inhabitants  is  the 
oyster  fishery,  established  for  centuries,  and  which  had  always 
been  free  aad  common  to  every  burgess  of  the  borough  uniil 
1820.  This  fishery  was  governed  by  (he  burgesses,  assembled 
in  courtS'leet,  from  the  earliest  period  down  to  1728-  At  the 
above  period,  the  seven  henchmen,  or  corporation  ofBcers, 
usurped  the  power  of  governing  the  fisheries,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  courts-leet,  and  numerous  entries  are  to  be  found  in 
the  records  of  the  corporation,  whereby  it  mny  be  plainly  inferred 
that,  previously,  the  fishery  had  been  wholly  under  the  direction 
of  those  courts,  as  the  leet  jury,  till  the  time  thus  specified, 
had  the  sole  management  of  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the 
fishery,  as  well  as  the  quantities  to  be  taken.  They  also  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  issuing  orders  for  the  preservation  or  plac- 
ing  of  the  brood  or  spat  of  oystera,  and  took  up  such  persona 
as  were  guilty  of  any  infringement  of  such  regulations.  In 
1700,  the  mayor  was  twice  fined  for  catching  oysters ;  which 
fact  strongly  exemplified  the  power  of  the  leet  jury  over  the 
fishery,  in  defiance  of  the  select  body.  The  present  corporation 
officers,  not  satisfied  with  the  usurpation  of  their  predecessors 
in  1728,  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  reduce  every  freeman 
to  the  level  of  their  servants.  They  claimed  a  right  to  control 
the  fishery,  and  maintained  that  the  freemen  only  were  to  be 
employed  by  them,  attaching  a  penalty  of  £50  for  non- 
compliance with  this  by-law,  prohibiting  any  freeman,  either  by 
himself,  apprentice,  eldest  son,  or  servant,  from  fishing  or  dredg- 
ing within  the  fisheries  of  the  said  borough.  A  freeman,  named 
Edward  Skey,  unwilling  to  loose  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers, 
determined  to  continue  bis  usual  avocation  of  fishing,  notwith- 
standing this  threatening  by-law ;  upon  which  the  corporation 
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broQght  an  action  of  debt  against  liino  at  the  autumn  assizcn, 
io  1827,  at  Maidstone;  and  after  three  days'  trial,  before  Mr. 
Jnatice  Park,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict,  that  the  by-law  waa 
unreasonable.  Foiled  in  their  attempts  to  compel  the  people 
to  bend  to  their  arbitrary  power,  they  then  had  recourse  to 
another  expedient,  in  order  to  oppress  the  resident  freemen,  and 
instead  of  storing  the  oyster-ground  at  the  accustomed  time, 
rofltred  it  to  remain  unstocked,  by  which  means  the  resident 
population  of  the  place  had  no  employment  during  the  winter 
months.  The  corporation  ofiBcers  subsequently  got  the  freemen 
to  si^  a  paper,  acknowledging  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct 
for  the  last  seren  years,  and  promising  to  conform  to  their  by- 
latr  made  on  the  20th  of  June,  1820.  It  may  be  demanded, 
what  motive  could  induce  the  corporation  to  pursue  this 
measare:  our  answer  is,  political  influence:  Queenborough 
is  a  government  borough,  the  corporation  officers  are  agents 
<iS  the  Treasury;  of  the  340  freemen,  about  120  occupy 
government  places;  and  of  these  about  eighty  only  can  vote 
at  an  election,  the  other  forty  being  employed  in  the  revenue 
department.  There  are  also  about  thirty  freemen,  non-residents, 
totally  anconnected  with  government ;  and  those,  with  about 
150  independent  freemen,  who  are  residents,  were  to  be  out- 
voted by  the  power  of  the  corporation,  otherwise  the  government 
patronage  would  be  lost  to  them  and  theirs.  In  this  dilemma 
the  oyster-ground  was  seized  upon,  and  their  right  to  the  same 
asserted  by  the  by-law;  inconsequence  of  which,  they  were 
in  hopes  they  should  be  enabled  to  compel  the  freemen  to  act 
according  to  their  wishes.  What  still  inclines  us  more  to 
believe  such  was  their  intention,  is  this  fact,  that,  at  the  general 
dectioD,  in  March  1820,  several  of  the  resident  freemen  cut  the 
name  of  the  second  candidate  from  the  card,  and  placed  another 
in  its  stead  ;  and  on  the  June  following,  the  notable  by-law 
made  its  appearance. 

By  the  charier  of  Charles  I.,  under  date  1626,  the  burgesses 
in  Parliament  were  chosen  by  the  inhabitants,  being  about 
seventy  in  number,  the  returning  officer  to  be  mayor.  It  was, 
however,  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  April  1729,  that 
the  right  of  election  was  vested  in  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
raoD  council  only,  of  this  corporation. 

QUKEHBOKOVOK  is   withlD  the   ECCLESIASTICAL  JUKISDIC- 
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TioM  of  the  diocese  of  CaDterbary  and  deanery  of  ^ttiugboanie. 
The  church,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  TiinJty,  ia  a  handaome  build- 
ing, consisting  of  one  aiale  and  a  chancel ;  it  is  decorated  with 
a  painted  roof,  and  neatly  kept,  bafiog  been  much  embelliabed 
by  Tbomaa  King,  esq.,  in  1696. 

It  waa  once  accounted  a  chapel  to  the  mother  cbarch  oT 
Minster,  and  belonged,  with  that  structure,  to  the  monastery  of 
St;  Sexbui^,  in  the  parish ;  bat  it  has  long  since  ranked  as  inde- 
pendent of  the  same.  It  is  now  esteemed  as  a  donative,  in  the 
gift  of  the  corporation  of  this  place,  being  of  the  yearly  certi- 
fied value  of  £20  2  6. 

The  arms  of  the  town  are.  On  a  mount  vert,  a  tower  mlh 
/he  spires,  argent. 

In  1821,  there  were  160  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Queen- 
borough  ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  laat  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numben 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  400,  femalea  481,  making 
a  total  of  881  souls. 

Eastchumch  is  the  next  parish  eastward  from  Minster,  and 
from  the  situation  it  occupies,  derives  the  name.  A  small  por- 
tion waa  anciently  accounted  to  lie  within  the  hundred  of 
Tenham,  though  the  whole  is  now  esteemed  as  being  within  that 
of  Milton. 

This  pabish  is  situated  on  high  ground,  in  the  middle  of 
the  Island  of  Sheppey,  and  the  village  nearly  in  the  cenbe, 
with  the  church  at  a  small  distance.  About  half  a  mile  east- 
ward, is  the  mansion  of  Shurland,  that  appears,  from  the 
remains,  to  have  been  a  very  grand  and  spacioos  structnrs. 
The  front,  which  is  lofty,  is  built  of  hewn  stone,  with  a  small 
octagon  tower  on  either  side  of  the  principal  entrance ;  it  had 
formerly  battlements,  but  the  high  winds  having  demolished 
several,  the  remainder  were  taken  down.  There  was  a- quad- 
rangle at  the  back  of  the  building,  the  north-west  side  of 
which,  with  the  front,  above  mentioned,  are  all  the  remains 
DOW  left  standing.  The  garden-walls,  of  stone,  and  some  few 
of  the  outbuildings,  still  exist.  The  front  has  been  modern- 
ised and  sashed,  and  though  made  use  of  only  as  a  fsro^ 
house,  is  not  inferior  to  many  gentlemen's  seats  in  di&rent 
parts  of  this  county. 
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About  the  tame  diBtance,  in  the  valley,  stands  the  parsonage; 
the  upland  pastures  are  but  poor,  and  nearly  covered  by  larga 
sot  hills,  which  produce  a  very  alovenly  appearance.  In  the 
nortfaern  part  of  this  district  the  corn  lands  are  very  fertile. 
Part  of  the  parish  extends  southward  into  the  Island  of 
Elmley. 

A  fair  is  held  in  this  village,  on  the  31st  of  May,  for  pedlary 
and  toys. 

The  scarcity  of  fresh  water  in  these  parts  and  the  neighbour- 
hood makes  the  inhabitants  very  careful  to  preserve  any  rain 
that  may  fall,  for  which  purpose  there  are  numbers  of  apoatt 
leading  from  the  leads  of  the  church  into  large  tubs,  set  round 
in  the  churchyard  beneath,  which  serve  as  conductors  for  the 
vater ;  they  have  hds,  secured  with  locks,  for  the  use  of  those 
«bo  are  at  the  expense  of  putting  them  up ;  the  whole  produo- 
iog  a  most  grotesque  and  ousightly  appearance. 

Philip  Herbert,  younger  brother  of  William  earl  of  Pembroke* 
was,  by  letters  patent,  in  the  3d  of  King  James,  created  baron 
Herbert  of  Shurland,  in  this  parish,  and  also  earl  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

The  paramount  manor  of  Milton  claims  over  this  parish ; 
subordinate  to  which  is  the  mamok  of  Shurland,  having  an- 
ciently had  owners  of  this  surname,  the  first  of  whom  men- 
tioned as  having  been  of  any  note,  was  Sir  Jeffrey  de  Sh  urland,  who 
resided  herein  the  reign  of  Henry  UL,  in  the  9th  year  of  which 
prince  he  was  governor  of  Dover  castle.  His  son.  Sir  Robert 
de  Shurland,  was  of  some  eminence  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I,, 
under  whom  he  was  lord  warden;  and  in  the  28th  year  of  the  same 
monarch,  attended  him  to  the  siege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland, 
where  he  received  knighthood.  In  the  same  reign  he  also 
obtained  a  grant  of  liberties,  among  which  was  wreck  of  the 
sea,  for  his  manor  here,  as  tklaojree  aarren;  soon  after  which  ha 
died,  and  was  buried  under  a  tomb  within  an  arch,  in  the  south 
wall  of  Minster  church,  with  bis  effigies,  in  marble,  lying  at 
foil  length,  and  a  horse's  bead,  carved  upon  the  tomb,  on  his 
light  band.  The  representation  of  the  horse's  head,  which 
seems  either  part  of  the  marble  on  which  it  lies,  or  at  least  to 
have  been  firmly  fixed  to  the  same  when  the  tomb  was  erected, 
Itts  given  rise  to  an  idle  tale  current  among  the  common  people 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  namely,  that  Sir  Robert  having,  upon 
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some  disgust  entertained  towards  a  priest,  burled  him  alive,  tie 
Bwam  on  his  horse  two  miles  through  the  sea,  to  the  king,  who 
was  then  on  shipboard,  near  the  island;  and,  having  obtained 
his  pardon,  returned  to  shore,  when  being  told  that  his  palfrey 
had  performed  the  feat  by  magic,  he  cut  off  its  head.  About 
twelve  months  after,  riding  on  a  hunting  parly  near  the  same 
«pot,  the  horse  he  then  rode  stumbled,  and  threw  him  upon  the 
skull  of  the  former  ateed,  whereby  he  was  so  much' bruised, 
that  his  death  was  the  consequence  j  in  memory  of  which,  the 
figure  of  a  horse's  head  was  ordered  by  htm  to  be  affixed  to  the 
tomb.  The  foundation  of  this  legend  is,  with  more  probability, 
supposed  to  hare  arisen  from  Sir  Robert  Shurland  having 
obtained  the  grant  of  wreck  of  the  sea,  as  previously  mentioned, 
which  privilege  is  always  esteemed  to  extend  as  far  into  the 
water  as,  upon  the  lowest  ebb,  a  man  can  ride  in  and  touch  any 
thing  with  the  point  of  his  lance.  On  this  account,  the  fic;ure 
of  the  horse's  head  was,  in  all  probability,  placed  near  his  effigy. 
He  bore  for  his  arms.  Azure,  five  lions  rampant,  argent,  a  can- 
ton ermine,  which  arms  are  on  the  roofing  of  the  cloisters  of  the 
Cathedral  at  Canterbury. 

.  Sir  Robert  Shurland  left  an  only  daughter,  Margaret,  his 
beir,  who  married  William,  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Cheney,  and 
entitled  him  to  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  possessed  in  the 
6th  of  Edward  HI.,  a.  p.  1323.  His  grandson,  Richard 
Cheney,  of  Shurland,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Robert  Cralie,  of  Cralle,  in  Sussex,  by  whom  be  had  two 
sons.  Sir  William,  of  Shurland,  and  Simon,  who  was  of  Cralle, 
and  ancestor  of  the  Cheney's,  of  Higham>  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  of  Warblinton,  in  Sussex. 

Sir  William  Cheney,  the  eldest  son,  possessed  this  manor,  in 
whose  descendants,  knights  of  tlie  shire  and  sheriSs  of  this 
county,  it  descended  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  account  in  his  time.  In  the  7th  of  Henry  VIII.  he  was 
sheriff  of  this  county,  and  served  several  times  in  Pariiament; 
be  was  also  elected  knight  of  the  Garter  in  the  same  reign,  and 
in  the  31st  year  of  that  prince,  as  welt  as  under  his  successor, 
Edward  VI.,  his  lands  in  this  county  were  disgaveled  by  Acts 
passed  under  those  monarcha.  He  was  appointed  by  Henry 
VIII,  constable  of  Queenborough  castle,  governor  of  Rochester, 
warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  treasurer  of  the  -household, 
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in  nbich  office  he  continued  noder  Edward  V(,,  being  one  of 
the  privy  conocil.  Oa  the  demise  of  the  l&tter  priace,  having 
espoused  the  cause  of  Queen  Mary,  he  was  again  made  lord 
warden ;  and  under  Queen  Elizabeth  he  continued  treasurer  of 
the  household,  and  one  of  her  privy  council.  He  rebuilt  the 
muision  of  Shurland  with  the  materials  of  Chilham  castle, 
where  he  had  before  resided,  which  edifice  he  is  said  to  have 
pulled  down.  He  continued  to  reside  here  with  great  hospi- 
ulity  till  the  period  of  bis  death,  which  happened  in  the  Tower, 
in  the  I st  year  of  the  last-mentioned  queen,  and  was  interred 
with  great  pomp  and  magnificence  in  a  small  chapel  adjoining 
the  parish-church  of  Minster.  Henry  Cheney,  esq-,  bis  only 
■on  by  his  second  wife,  succeeded  him  atShnrlandin  the  5th 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  He  was  sheriff  at  this  seat,  when  he 
received  theorder  of  knighthood;  and  in  the  14th  year  of  the  same 
princess,  was  created  lord  Cheney  of  Tuddington,  in  Bedford- 
shire. Through  his  expensive  method  of  living,  he  acquired 
the  name  of  the  extravagant  lord  Cheney,  and  previous  to  his 
death,  had  dissipated  the  vast  possessions  of  his  father;  he 
died  in  the  30th  of  Elizabeth,  a.d.  lf)87.  Sir  Thomas  Cheney 
appears  to  have  possessed  some  foreknowledge  of  the  future 
estravagance  of  his  son,  for  by  will  he  devised  his  lands  and 
manors  to  his  son,  Henry,  in  tuil  general,  with  remainder  to 
Thomas  Cheney,  esq.  of  Woodley,  in  tail  male,  upon  condition, 
that  he  or  they,  or  any  of  them,  should  not  alien  or  discontinue; 
wherefore  it  became  a  question,  in  the  33d  and  34th  of  Elizabeth, 
in  the  court  of  Wards,  between  Sir  Thomaa  Perot,  heir  general 
to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  and  several  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
lord  Cheney  his  son,  to  restrain  Thomas  Cheney,  of  Woodley, 
and  his  heirs  male.  But  Wray  and  Anderson,  chief  justices, 
upon  a  conference  with  other  justices,  resolved,  that  he  should 
not  be  received  to  such  averment  out  of  the  will,  for  that  it 
ought  to  be  concerning  lands  in  writing,  and  that  any  construc- 
tion of  wills  ought  to  be  collected  froin  the  words  of  the  will  in 
writing,  and  not  by  any  averment  out  of  the  same.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  resolution,  the  purchasers,  under  the  lord 
Cheney's  title,  were  established  in  their  several  possessions, 
which  had  been  secured  to  them  by  fines  levied  by  the  lord 
Cheney,  both  in  the  3(1  and  17th  of  Elizabeth,  upon  all  his 
lands. 
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The  Chenpy's  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent  on  a  bend,  sable, 
three  martlets,  or;  which  coat,  od  thetr  marrying  the  heiress  of 
Shuriand,  they  bore  in  the  second  plac«,  and  that  of  Shnrland, 
in  honour  of  the  alliance,  in  the  first ;  but  the  lord  Cheney  bore 
his  own  coat  in  the  first  place,  and  that  of  Shuriand  second. 

The  lord  Cheney,  long  before  his  death,  having  removed  to 
Tuddington,  where  he  had  built  a  most  magnificent  seat,  ex- 
changed the  manor  and  seat  of  Shuriand,  with  other  estates  in 
the  neighbourhood,  with  the  queen,  who,  in  1693,  granted  a 
leaae  of  Shnrland.  with  other  lands  in  Sheppey,  to  Sir  Edward 
Hoby,  then  of  Queenborough  castle,  lady  Margaret  his  wife, 
and  Thomas  Poethnmous,  for  their  lives.  Before  that  period, 
there  had  anciently  been  a  park  belonging  to  this  seat,  which 
was  destroyed  when  Lambarde  wrote  his  Perambulations,  in 
1670.  The  paling  of  part  of  that  enclosure  was  still  remaining 
when  Hasted  wrote.  The  fee,  however,  of  this  seat  and  estate 
remained  in  the  crown  till  the  reign  of  James  I.,  who,  in  his 
2d  year,  granted  it  to  Philip  Herbert,  younger  brother  of 
William  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  the  following  year  created 
lord  Herbert  of  Shuriand,  and  earl  of  Montgomery.  On  his 
brother's  death,  without  surviving  issue,  as  previously  mentioned, 
he  succeeded  him  as  earl  of  Pembroke ;  since  which  this  estate 
has  continued  in  bis  descendants  io  like  manner  as  that  of 
Milton,  down  to  the  Right  Hon.  Philip  viscount  Wenman 
and  Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  who  subsequently  possessed  the 
same. 

The  tithes  within  this  parish  of  the  ancient  lordship  of 
Shuriand  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  their  right  to  them  was  solemly  adjudged  by  sentence  given 
by  Robert  de  Malmayns,  commissary  general,  to  Archbishop 
Waller  Hubert,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  11.  The  whole  of  this 
manor  claims  an  exemption  from  all  kind  of  tithes  at  the  pre- 
sent period. 

NoRTHWOoD  is  an  eminent  m^anor  in  this  parish,  which  was 
in  early  times  the  inheritance  of  Jordan  de  Shepey,  whose  son, 
Stephen,  having  fixed  his  residence  nt  the  manor  of  Northwood, 
in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Milton,  assumed  the  name  of 
Northwood,  which  circumstance  conferred  that  name  on  the 
manor,  as  part  of  his  posGessions ;  these  two  manors  being 
afterwards  distinguished  in  ancient  records  by  the  names  ^ 
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Ik  Bunor  ^  Northwood  mthin  Sheppey,  a»d  the  manor  of 
Northwood  without  Skeppet/. 

JordftD  de  Sbepey  died  possessed  of  this  property,  and  was 
buried  in  Minster  church,  where  his  tomb  still  remains,  without 
ny  inscription  or  memorial,  though  it  bad,  at  one  period,  the 
cott  armour  which  this  family  afterwards  bore. 

Stephen  de  Northwood,  fais  son  above  mentioned,  succeeded 
bin,  and  resided  at  bis  manor  of  Northwood,  in  Milton,  &s  did 
most  of  his  descendants  afterwards.  His  son,  Roger  de  North- 
wood,  lies  buried  in  the  south  chaDcelof  Minster  church,  with 
lt>e  figures  of  himself  and  the  Lady  Bona  his  wife,  in  brass,  their 
amu  sppearing  on  the  gravestone. 

His  grandson.  Sir  John  de  Northwood,  erf*  Northwood  and 
Sbome,  was  several  times  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  summoned 
to  Parliament  among  the  peers  of  the  realm.  He  died  in  the 
leign  of  Edward  l\.  holding  this  manor  of  the  king  in  capite, 
u  of  bis  manor  of  Middlelon.  His  descendant.  Sir  John,  ap- 
peals to  have  been  the  last  of  this  family  who  received  summons 
toParhament,  and  he  died  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  being 
theu  possessed  of  this  manor  held  of  the  king  in  manner  before 
mmtioned. 

At  length  one  of  his  descendants,  John  Northwood,  esq., 
about  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  alienated  this  manor  to  William 
Waruer,  esq.,  whose  grandson,  of  the  same  name,  sncceeding 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI.  soon  after  sold  it  to  Sir  Thomas 
Cheney,  anerwards  knight  of  the  Garter,  whose  only  sou,  Henry 
lord  Cheney,  of  Tuddington,  in  the  3d  of  Elizabeth,  having 
levied  a  Gue  of  all  his  estates,  quickly  afterwards  exchanged 
Ibia  manor  with  Shurland  and  other  premises,  with  the  crown, 
vhere  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  James  I.  He,  in  his  2d  year, 
granted  it  to  Philip  Herbert,  younger  brother  of  William  earl 
of  Pembroke,  created  Lord  Herbert  of  Shurland,  and  earl  of 
Montgomery.  It  subsequently  descended  to  Philip  viscount 
Wenman,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  who  possessed  this  estate  in 
moidiea. 

KiNCBBOBOUoH  IS  a  manor  in  this  parish,  which,  as  the 
nme denotes,  was  always  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  crftwn, 
ud,  being  situated  in  the  very  midst  of  the  island,  is  a  most 
conuDodious  spot  for  assembling  the  inhabitants,  It  has  ever 
been,  and    still  continues  frequented   for  the   holding  of  the 
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general  court  and  law  day.,  in  the  king's  name  yearly,  before 
the  steward,  and  homage  there  sworn  for  the  choice  of  the  con- 
stable who  has  jurisdiction  over  the  island,  and  for  the  election 
of  the  bailiff,  or  ferry  warden  as  he  is  usually  called,  and  two 
ferrymen.  Here  also,  takes  place  the  assessing  of  rates,  snd 
other  matters  relating  to  the  ferry  between  this  island  «nd  the 
main  land,  the  maintenance  of  that,  and  the  roads  leading 
thereto,  all  which  were  estabhshed  and  enforced  by  an  Act 
passed  in  the  18th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  previously  mentioned 
under  the  description  of  the  ferry  itself. 

BattfaeDRHESNE  LANDS  of  iKiemanor,  caWsA  Kin gsboTough 
Farm,  lying  in  this  parish  and  Minster,  were  granted  by.  Eli- 
zabeth, to  Henry  Gary,  esq.,  afterwards  Lord  Hunadon,  who, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  passed  it  away  by 
sale  to  one  Swaleman.  In  his  descendants  it  remained  at  the 
death  of  Charles  I.,  a.d.  1648.  soon  after  which  it  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Swaleman,  to  Mr.  Henry  Allard  of  Rochester, 
in  whose  name  it  continued  till  Sarah  Allard  passed  it 
away  to  Benjamin  Martin,  who  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Dansey 
Sawkins,  in  whose  two  daughters  the  property  then  became 
vested^ 

Sir  Brook  Bridges  was  possessed  of  a  good  estate  in  this 
parish,  and  Samuel  Elias  Sawbridge,  esq.  of  another,  called 
Swanleif,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  same,  being  a  portion  of 
that  purchased  by  his  father  of  James  West.  esq. 

Eastchurch  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdiction 
of  the  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingboume. 
The  church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  a  large  handsome  build- 
ing, consisting  of  three  aisles  and  three  chancels,  with  a  Bat 
roof,  leaded,  and  surrounded  with  battlements.  The  inside  of 
the  roof  is  wainscotted  and  painted,  and  the  interior  handsomely 
paved  with  east-country  oak.  The  steeple,  which  is  at  the 
west  end,  consists  of  a  square  tower,  containing  five  bells. 

The  present  church  appears  to  have  been  erected  subsequent 
to  the  9th  of  Henry  VI.,  as  a  patent  existed,  under  that  date, 
for  a  piece  of  land  in  this  parish,  to  the  abbot  and.  convent  of 
Boxley,  for  the  building  a  new  church. 

In  the  8th  of  Kichard  II.,  a.d.  1384,  this  church  was  valued 
at  £53  6  8,  and  was  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at  f  13  6  8, 
the  yearly  trnths  being  £1  6  8, 
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In  1640  Ihe  stipend  to  the  curate  was  £20,  and  the  commii- 
nicuitt  156. 

In  1821  there  were  ninely-seren  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Easichnrch  ;  and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  385,  feoialea  32U,  making 
a  total  of  706  souls. 

Wardbr  lies  the  next  parish  northward  from  Eastchurch, 
being  usually  called  (fame  by  the  inhabitants  there,  and  in 
the  neigbourhood. 

This  parish  is  situated  on  the  northern  side  of  the  island, 
the  cliffs  constituting  its  northern  boundary. 

The  village  stands  nearly  in  the  centre,  on  high  ground,  with 
the  church  adjoining,  near  which  the  lands  are  mostly  arable. 
In  the  south-west  part,  adjoining  Eastchurch,  is  a  great  quan- 
tity of  broom  and  furze,  and  below,  in  the  vale,  a  large  tract  of 
good  pasture.  In  a  southeastern  direction,  next  to  Leysdown, 
is  a  deep  watery  vale,  of  nearly  a  mile  in  width,  part  of  the 
same  being  salt  marsh,  and  overflowed  at  high  water,  across 
^ich  is  the  road  from  Warden  to  Leysdown. 

Thr  pabauoumt  manor  of  Milton  claims  over  this 
pariah,  and  niAordifialff  is  the  manor  of  Wabdkn,  which,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of 
the  Savage's,  of  Bobbing,  one  of  whom,  John  le  Sauvage, 
obtaioed  a  charter  oi  free  warren  for  his  lands  here,  among 
others,  in  the  23d  year  of  that  r^gn. 

In  the  49th  of  Edward  III.,  Sir  Richard  atte  Lese  was  pos- 
sessed of  this  estate,  and  by  will,  under  Richard  II.,  devised  it 
to  Dionista,  his  wife,  and,  after  her  death,  to  Lucy  Norton,  bis 
niece,  then  wife  of  John  Norton,  who  was  subsequently,  in  her 
right,  also  possessed  of  Lees  court,  in  Sheldwich. 

Their  son,  William  Norton,  esq.  of  Sheldwich,  left  two  sons, 
Ranald,  from  whom  the  Norton's,  of  Mortbwood,  were  de- 
scended, and  Richard,  who  inherited  this  manor  by  his  father's 
will,  in  1468.  He  was  ancestor  to  those  of  Fordwich,  in  whose 
descendants  it  continued  down  to  Valentine  Norton,  gent.,  of 
F(«dwich,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  ittoWilliam 
Tooke,  of  Dartford,  fourth  son  of  George  Tooke,  esq.  of  Bere 
Goart,  near  Dover.     How  long  it  continued  in  his  line,  we 
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cannot  ascertain,  however,  after  sonne  intermediate  owner*,  it 
was  sold  to  Sir  Thomas  Stevens,  high  sberiflf  of  Surrey  in  L727. 
in  which  year  he  was  knighted>  He  afterwards  resided  at 
Eltham,  in  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1738,  leaving  one  son, 
Thomas,  and  a  daughter,  Sarah,  married  the  same  year  to  James 
West,  esq.  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 

Thomas  Stevens,  esq.,  succeeded  his  father  in  this  manor, 
among  the  rest  of  his  estates,  and  died  in  1769,  on  which  the 
property  devolved  to  hi*  sister,  and  heir  at  law,  whose  husband, 
James  West,  esq.,  in  her  right  possessed  the  same.  He  was 
descended  from  a  younger  son  of  Thomas  lord  De  la  War,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  was  a  man  of  great  note,  and 
knight  of  the  Garter,  of  Alscot,  in  Warwickshire.  He  was  re- 
corder of  St.  Alban's,  secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  fellow  of 
the  royal  Antiquarian  Society,  h&ving  borne  for  his  arms  those 
of  Lord  Delaware,  his  ancestor,  Argent,  a  feu  datteeUe,  table. 
He  passed  this  manor  by  sale  to  John  Sawlwidge,  esq.  of 
Ollan^gh,  in  this  county,  afterwards  an  alderman,  and  lord 
mayor  of  London,  who  died  possessed  of  the  estate  in  1795, 
when  it  descended  to  his  son,  Samuel  Eliaa  Sawbridge.esq. 
of  Ollantigh.     No  court  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  owned  the  whole  of  this  parish,  except  one 
tenement,  and  six  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  same. 

Wabdbn  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingbonme.  The 
church,  consisting  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  with  a  turret  at 
the  west  end,  is  a  small  plastered  building,  dedicated  to  St. 
James,  and  was  for  many  years  in  a  dilapidated  state,  insomuch 
so,  that  service  had  not  been  performed  therein  for  a  long  time. 
However,  upon  the  induction  of  a  rector,  it  was  put  in  a  state  of 
repair,  and  merely  made  fit  for  divine  service,  although  the 
whole  building  appears  to  be  so  much  decayed  by  time,  that  it 
cannot  stand  many  years. 

The  church  of  Warden  was  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's 
books,  of  the  clenr  annual  certified  valae  of  ^^45,  the  yearly 
tenths  being  gs.  G^dt..  which  were  formerly  paid  tothecrown 
receiver. 

In  1678  the  communicants  were  twenty,  and  in  1640  there 
were  only  sixteen,  the  yearly  value  amounting  to  £36. 

In  1821  there  were  three  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Warden  ; 
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tad  It  the  same  period,  when  the  lust  census  of  the  population 
wms  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
vera  M  follow:    males  13,   femalw  A,  making  a  total  of  21 


Lbtmdowm  is  the  next  parish  BOotheastward  from  Wabobn, 
ud  was  called  in  ancient  Latin  deeds,  LiaAtna,  and  in  «thet 
■locumeDts,  LeytdoH,  having,  most  probably,  derived  its  name 
trom  the  Sajam  wmrds,  laiM,  which  aigaifies  a  pasture,  and 
Ame,  an  open  high  situatioo. 

•  This  pariah  stands  chiefly  on  elevated  ground,  being  bounded 
by  the  Isle  of  Harty  on  the  sooth,  and  ihe  clilb  on  the  Bea>shore 
ta  tbe  north.  The  laads  ar«  nearly  all  pasture,  but  between 
this  place  and  Eastchurch  they  consist  of  large  unenclosed 
doams :  there  is  no  village,  nor  any  other  object  worthy  of  no- 
lice.   TA«  Manor  q/'iSTeonRj^ton  extends  om  apart  of  thia  parish. 

In  1760  Mr.  Jacob,  of  Faversham,  discovered  in  this  parish 
t^aeelabmlmn  of  an  elephant,  in  the  clay,  which  was  partly 
washed  away  from  tbe  cliff;  aad  at  tbe  same  time  a  portion  of 
another,  viz.  one  of  the  spinal  verlrbra,  a  thigh  bone  fonr  feet 
long,  and  numerous  otlier  fragments,  too  rotten  to  be  removed 
totire.  On  a  further  search  he  found  a  tusk  of  an  eiephant,  and 
as  it  lay  entire  to  appearance,  took  its  dimesisions,  which  were 
ia  Icogth  eight  feet,  and  in  circumference  in  the  middle  twelve 
iachca ;  this,  upon  endeavouring  to  remove  it,  fell  to  pieces. 
He  also  found  part  of  a  seofmla,  its  sinus  almost  entire,  three 
tndes  in  diameter,  and  some  pieces  of  the  grinders  in  a  diSerent 
part  of  tbe  island.  The  pt/ritet,  bowerer^  abounded  so  much 
ia  the  day,  wherein  these  bones  were  embedded,  that  they  pre> 
rented  their  being  found  in  a  tolerable  perfect  state ;  these 
firqrmentB,  however,  were  sufficient  to  show  that  this  elephant 
was  as  large  as  that  atentioned  by  Eadteiiut,  in  the  Philoso- 
phical Transactions.  The  remedy  now  applied  to  prevent  the 
destmclion  of  fosai)  bonai,  (caused  by  their  being  so  much  im- 
piegnated  with  pgritictU  matter,)  is  to  ooat  them  with  a  vary 
Aid  sidntion  (^  carpenter's  glue,  dissolved,  which  has  been 
fsaad  to  anawcr  the  purpose. 

Tbia  parish  is  within  tbe  paramount  manor  of  Milton,  si^r- 
duule  to  which  are  the  tvBO  manws  of  Leyiiowm  within  it,  the 
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moBt  eminent  of  which  is  so  called,  without  any  addition  or  dit- 

tinctioD  to  the  name. 

The  hanor  of  Lbtsdoww  seems  to  have  been  given  bij 
Henry  II.  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  now  Christ  chutch, 
in  Canterbury,  as  of  the  value  t)fjg!25  annual  rent ;  accordingly, 
the  prior,  in  the  7th  of  Edward  I.,  claimed.and  was  allowed,  all 
the  pririlegea  of  a  manor  here. 

Mr.'  Somner,  in  bis  treatise  on  Gavelkind,  says  that  there  was 
anciently,  in  this  manor,  a  customary  rent  paid,  called  iMre* 
gavel,  hftvinf;  been  Bometimes  more,  and  at  others  leas,  and  that 
it  waa  paid  for  the  wears,  or  kiddels,  which  the  inhabiUnts  of 
this  pkce  were  privileged  to  pitch  on  the  sea  coast,  for  the 
catching  of  fish,  until  it  was  forbidden  by  Magna  Ckarta,  to 
aet  them  in  the  Thames  or  Medway,  or  any  place  in  England 
excepting  the  sc^  coasts. 

The  OTHEB  HAMOR  in  this  parish,  called  also  thb  manor 
OP  Lbysdowh,  was  anciently  part  of  the  possessions  of  thst 
branch  of  the  family  of  Grey,  seated  at  Rotherfield,  in  Oxford- 
shire, a  descendant  of  which  line,  John  de  Grey,  of  Rotherfield, 
was  owner  of  the  property  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. ,  in  the  25th 
year  of  which  prince  he  bad  a  sommons  to  Parliament,  among 
the  barons  of  the  realm.  His  son  John  died  possessed  of  it,  as 
appears  by  the  inquisition  taken  after  his  death,  in  the  33d  year 
of  that  reign,  by  the  description  of  40s.  annual  rent,  with  its 
appurtenances  in  Leysdown,  held  of  the  king  in  eajHte,  by  the 
service  of  paying  ward  to  Dover  castle,  and  by  the  service  of 
the  tenth  part  of  one  knight's  fee,  in  lieu  of  all  other  service. 

Bartholomew  de  Grey,  hia  descendant,  died  possessed  of  this 
manor  in  the  8d  of  Henry  IV.  leaving  Joan  his  daughter  and 
heir,  afterwards  married  to  Sir  John  Deinconrt,  by  whom  she 
bad  one  son,  and  two  daughters,  Alice  and  Mai^aret,  the  fonoer 
of  whom  having  married  William  lord  Love),  seems  to  have  en^ 
titled  her  husband  to  the  possession  of  this  manor.  His  grand- 
son, Francis  lord  Lovel,  was,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  created 
Viscount  Lovel,  and  became  a  great  favorite  of  Richard  III.  for 
whom  he  fought  at  the  battle  of  Boaworth,  and  after  his  defeat 
fled  beyond  sea,  but,  returning  in  support  of  Lambert  Simaell, 
the  counterfeit  duke  of  York,  he  was  slain  at  Uie  battle  of  Stoke, 
near  Newark,  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VII. 
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In  the  Ist  year  of  the  above  reign  aa  Act  had  paesad  for  his 
CMTiction  and  attainder,  among  othen,  as  also  another  for  his 
ittaioder  in  particalar ;  before  which,  however,  this  manor  had 
bees  granted  by  the  crown  to  William  Cheney,  eac|'  of  Shurlaad, 
ud  his  grandBOD,  Henry  lord  Cheney,  exchanged  it  with  Queen 
Qtiabeth  for  other  lands.  How  it  passed  afterwards  we  have 
not  found,  bnt  it  -was  in  later  times  possessed  by  Sir  Thomas 
Sterras,  since  which  it  passed  in  like  manner  as  the  manor  of 
Wirden,  before  described,  down  to  Samuel  Elias  Sawbridge,  esq, 
ofOllantigh,  who  subsequently  possessed  the  same. 

Ndts,  as  it  IB  generally  called,  but  in  ancient  coort  rolls 
written  NoUm,  is  a  small  manor  in  this  pariah,  so  named  from  a 
bmily  of  that  name  its  owners,  who  continued  possessors  for 
meral  generations.  However,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
rrign  of  Edward  IV.  it  was  thence  alienated  to  the  Bartholo- 
mew's,  a  family  possessed  of  much  land  about  Linsted,  Tbrowley. 
ind  other  places  in  that  neighbourhood.  They  gave  their  name 
to  a  part  of  this  estate,  and  thenceforward  was  called  Bar- 
Momrw't  farm,  which  line  continued  the  proprietors  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.,  when  it  was  alienated  to  William  Cheney, 
esq.  of  Shnrland.  His  grandson,  Henry  lord  Cheney,  having, 
ia  (he  3d  of  Elizabeth,  levied  a  fine  of  all  his  lands,  soon 
iflfrwards  alienated  it  to  Christopher  Sampson,  esq.,  who  bore 
for  bis  arms,  Argent,  a  cattle  triple  towered,  table.  He  after- 
wards resided  at  Nutts,  and  left  three  sons,  of  whom  Anthony, 
die  eldest,  possessed  (his  manor,  which  he  sold  with  Bartho- 
knew  farm  and  Chnrohfield,  and  another  part  thereof  also,  to 
Stephen  Oeborne,  esq.  afterwards  of  Nutts,  descended  from  the 
bmily  of  that  name  seated  at  Hartlip,  whose  arms  he  likewise 
bore.  He  was  owner  of  this  property  in  the  Slst  of  Elizabeth, 
i.D.  1678,  soon  after  which  it  seems  to  have  been  alienated  in 
ptrcels  to  difiTerent  persons.  The  manor  ofNuttt,\a  particular, 
co&tinoed  in  the  family  of  the  Osborne's,  and  on  the  death  of 
Stephen  Osborne,  before  mentioned,  descended  to  bis  son  John, 
wboM  grandson  William,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Anne,  she  carried  the  manor  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Leonard 
Btandtm.  His  eon,  of  the  same  name,  dying,  passed  it  to  his 
■ittcr,  Margaret  Brandon,  who  devised  it  to  the  four  daughters 
«f  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton,  hart-,  who,  about  the  year  1762,  joined 
in  the  conveyance  of  the  same  to  Sir  Edward  Jacob,  esq.  of 
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FaverriiBin,  r.B.s.,  well  known  to  the  learoed  as  %n  astiquary 
and  naturalist,  ae  well  from  hia  History  of  Farerabam,  as  other 
works.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  on  a  amloH^  gultt,  an  ea^ 
displayed  tfftkefirtt,  and  died  in  1788,  leaving  bis  widow  «»!• 
viving,  and  several  sons  and  daughters,  in  whom,  by  bis  will, 
this  manor  becaaie  vested. 

But  Babtholohew  Fabm  was  sold  by  Osbeine  to  Chris- 
topher Finch,  from  which  name  it  was  conveyed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I. ,  to  John  Ciooke,  and  thence,  about  the  year  1725,  to 
Tboroas  Stevens,  esq.,  afterwards  knighted.  Since  that  period 
it  has  passed  in  like  manner  as  the  rest  of  bis  estates  ia  this 
parish,  and  Warden,  before  described,  to  Samuel  EKas  Saw- 
bridge,  esq.  of  OUantigh.  William  Cheney,  esq.,  of  Sh^pey, 
owner  of  Nutts,  and  the  other  estates  before  mentioned,  in  tha 
10th  of  Henry  VII.,  granted  to  John  Woley  and  Robert  de 
Rowe,  wardens  of  Rochester  bridge,  a  motctyof  ^annually 
as  a  rent  charge,  out  of  lands  and  tenements  in  the  village  of 
Leysdown,  as  well  for  keeping  the  bridge,  as  maintaining  three 
chaplains  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service  in  the  chapel  Iraiwe 
for  ever,  and  praying  for  the  souU  of  all  the  deceased  benefac- 
tors. That  yearly  rent  charge  continued  to  be  paid  to  the 
wardens  for  the  time  being,  and  was  applied  in  like  manner  as 
the  rest  of  the  revenues  of  the  bridge,  towards  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  same. 

In  the  37th  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  William  Bury  con- 
veyed to  that  prince,  by  deed,  a  capital  messuage,  called  Nutts, 
several  marsh  lands,  and  other  premises  in  Mynstre,  in  Sheppey, 
but  what  connexion  it  had  with  Nutts  in  this  parish,  we  do  uot 
find. 

Leysdowm  is  within  the  ecclebiastioal  jubisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  and  deanery  of  Sittingbouine.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Clement,  was,  some  years  back,  in  s 
most  dilapidated  state.  The  tower,  which  was  of  good  work* 
manship,  embattled,  and  very  ancient,  leaned  towards  the  souti 
more  than  seven  feet  out  of  a  perpendicular  line,  similar  to  that 
of  Florence.     The  body  of  the  church,  which  also  appeared  to 
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torretatlhe  west  end.  It  does  not  appear  to  extend  bo  far 
weatnard  as  the  former  building,  for  tliere  is  a  space  of  two  or 
three  yards  between  the  west  end,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  old  tower  which  joined  the  former  church.  The  tower  in 
qaestion  has  been  taken  dowa  to  within  about  eight  feet  of  the 
ground  ;  the  remains,  however,  sufficiently  ahow  the  antiquity 
and  costliness  of  the  fabric,  as  well  as  the  tremendous  posture 
in  which  it  stood. 

It  was  a  dischai^ed  living  in  the  king's  books,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  £48,  the  annual  tenths  being  £1   le. 

In  1577  the  communicants  were  twenty-four,  and  in  1640 
forty-six,  the  yearly  value  of  the  vicarage  Ijeing  £60. 

In  IMS  the  rectory  appropriate  was  held  on  lease  by  Thomaa 
Bradbridxe,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £1. 

In  1831,  there  were  twenty  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Leys* 
down  ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  cenaus  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow .-  males  75,  females  67,  making  a 
total  of  I32.8ouls. 

Ehlbt,  or  Elmblsy.  as  it  is  frequently  spelt  in  ancient  re- 
corda.  is  a  imatlislaiut  adjoining  that  of  Sheppey,  and  in  general 
terms  accounted  part  of  the  same,  being  separated  only  by  a 
very  narrow  stream,  called  the  Dray,  on  the  north  side,  the 
south  being  bounded  by  the  Swale,  which  flows  between  that 
and  the  main  land  of  the  county.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and 
two  broad,  and  consists  of  one  parish,  of  the  same  name  as  the 
island,  excepting  a  small  tract  of  land  on  the  northern  side, 
which  is  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish  of  Eastchurch. 

This  island  contains  about  4700  acres  of  land,  the  whole  of 
which,  especially  the  eouthem  hills,  consist  of  very  rich  pas- 
ture. There  are  generally  feeding  on  this  place  upwards  of 
6CO0  sheep,  the  wool  of  which  has  in  some  years  sold  for  XlOOOv 
It  has  long  been  held  on  lease  by  the  family  of  Bliuland, 
of  Graveney  court.  There  is  no  village,  and  there  were 
formerly  two  houses  only  upon  the  whole  island,  which,  as  well 
ti  the  church,  stood  on  elevated  ground,  near  the  centre,  so  as 
to  be  plainly  discernible  from  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  county. 
There  is  a  ferry,  for  horses  and  other  cattle,  from  this  island 
aCT0!«s  the  Swale,   towards  the  county,  and  a  ford  on  rhe  oihgr 
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side  at  low  water,  into  the  isle  ofSbeppey.     From  ita  situation, 

it  is  as  unhealthy  a  spot  as  any  within  that  island. 

The  pabahount  manor  ofMilton  claima  over  this 
island,  as  being  within  that  hundred ;  subordinate  to  which, 
tke  manor  of  Emley  claiais,  as  did  foriuerly  that  of  Milsted 
over  part  of  the  same. 

A  great  portion  of  this  island  was  the  demesne  of  the  family 
of  the  Peyforer's,  one  of  whom,  Ptilk  de  Peyforer,  died  pos- 
sessed of  this  estate  in  the  6th  of  Edward  I.  From  the  above 
family  it  passed  iAto  that  of  the  Potjm's,  one  of  whom,  Nicholas 
Potyn,  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  11.,  and  left  aa  only 
daughter,  Juliana,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  St. 
Leger,  afterwards  of  Otterden,  second  son  of  Sir  Ralph  St. 
Leger,  of  Ulcomb.  He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Joan, 
who  marrying  Henry  Aucher,  esq.  of  Newenden,  entitled  him 
to  the  possession  of  this  estate.  She  survived,  and  afterwards 
married  Robert  Capys,  who  possessed  a  life  estate  in  Elmele 
and  other  plsces  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  He  subsequently 
conveyed  his  interest  away  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  who  had 
been  previously  possessed  of  a  lai^  estate  in  this  district,  which 
had  ancienUy  belonged  to  the  Cobbam's,  and  was  sold  by  one 
of  that  line  to  Sir  Walter  Manny,  whose  only  dau<;hter,  Anne, 
married  John  de  Hastings,  earl  of  Pembroke.  He  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  property  in  the  49tb  of  Edward  III.,  leaving  a 
son,  John,  who  succeeded  him  in  title  and  estate,  and  was  killed 
at  a  tournament  in  the  13th  of  Richard  II.  This  estate,  which 
consisted  of  1000  acres  of  land,  then  became  the  property  of 
his  heirs,  Reginal  Grey  and  Richard  Talbot,  whose  feoffee  in 
trust.  Sir  Robert  KnoUys,  by  their  direction,  conveyed  it,  in  the 
7th  of  Henry  IV.,  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  of  Tunstall,  whose 
son,  William  Cromer,  esq.,  afterwards  purchased  the  manor  of 
Elmele,  as  above  mentioned.  His  descendant,  Sir  James  Cromer, 
died  in  1613,  leaving  by  his  second  wife  three  daughters  his 
coheirs,  of  whom,  Christian,  the  youngest,  married  John,  eldest 
son  of  Sir  Edward  Hales,  knight  and  bart.  of  Tsnterden,  and 
on  the  partition  of  their  estates,  she  entitled  him  to  the  posses- 
sion af  the  same.  He  was  afterwards  knighted,  but  died  dur- 
ing the  life  of  his  father,  leaving  a  son,  Edward,  who  succeeded 
bis  grandfather  likewise  in  title  and  estate,  in  whose  descendants 
this  manor  continued  down  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart,  of  St. 
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Stephen's,  till  1789,  when  it  was  conveyed  in  purch-ise  by  Sir 
Edward  and  Mr.  Hales,  to  Qeorge  Qippi,  esq.  of  Harbledown, 
if.p.  for  the  city  of  Canterbury,  who  retained  the  entire  posaes- 
■ion  of  this,  as  well  as  the  whole  island. 

Ehlkt  is  within  the  bcolbsiastical  jubisdiction  of 
the  dioeae  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
cbnrch,  dedicated  to  St.  James,  has  been  for  many  years  in  a 
■tat«  of  delapidation,  for  though  the  walls  and  roofing  are  entire, 
they  are  quite  bare  on  the  inside,  being  divested  of  pavement, 
c»ilii^«  door,  and  windows. 

It  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £5,  and  the  yearly  tenths 
at  10s.  In  1678  there  was  only  one  dwelling-house,  when  the 
commanicants  amounted  to  six.  In  1640  there  were  ten  com- 
Bonicanta,  and  the  rectory  was  valued  at  £30;  and  subsequently 
estimated  at  about  £80. 

In  1831  th«re  were  four  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Emiey; 
and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  talten  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow:  males  12,   females  II,  making  a  total  of  23 


Hasty  is  another  small  island  adjoining  that  of  Sheppey, 
■ODtheastward,  opposite  to  Leysdown.  It  is  connected  with  the 
Island  of  EmIey  towards  the  west,  being  separated  both  from 
that  and  the  Island  of  Sheppey  by  a  very  small  narrow  stream 
of  water.  On  the  south  side  ia  the  water  called  the  Swale, 
which  fiowa  between  that  and  the  main  land  of  the  county.  It 
is  about  two  miles  long,  and  one  and  a  half  broad,  consisting 
of  one  parish  of  the  same  name  as  the  island  itself.  It  is 
within  the  bounds  of  the  hundred  of  Faversham,  and  a  bore* 
holder  is  annually  chosen  for  the  borough,  which  extends  over 
the  whole  island,  at  the  court-leet,  for  that  manor  and  hundred; 
but  being  in  a  manner  part  of  the  island  of  Sheppey,  the  de- 
scription of  it  should  be  more  properly  inserted  bore,  than 
deferred  to  the  account  of  that  hundred  hereafter. 

It  is  called  in  ancient  records  Jlarteigh,  which  name  seems 
to  be  derived  from  the  Saxon  words  Heord-tu,  signifying  the 
island  filled  with  herds  of  cattle ;  a  name  well  suited  to  the 
ancient  and  present  state  of  this  district. 

The  island  lies  opposite  to  the  parish  of  Ore,  on  the  main 
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land  of  the  county,  the  waters  of  the  Swale  flowing  between 
them,  over  which  is  a  ferry  for  passengers  and  cattle,  called 
Harty  ferry.  The  soil  is  entirely  pasturage,  whereon  are  constantly 
feeding  about  4000  sheep  ;  and  in  the  centre  the  grounds  rise. 
The  church  stands  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  district;  there  is 
no  village ;  and  about  two  thirds  of  the  island  was  the  property 
of  Mr.  Sawbridge. 

It  appears  by  the  pleas  of  the  crown,  in  the  Slstof  Edwacd  I., 
taken  before  the  justices  itinerant,  that  there  was  formerly  a 
bridge  leading  hence  into  Sheppey,  then  called  Tremseth  bridge, 
which  bad  been  broken  down  by  a  violent  inundatioo  of  the 
sea,  and  the  channel  thereby  rendered  so  deep,  that  the  founda- 
tion for  a  new  one  could  not  be  laid  ;  wherefore  the  inhabitants 
of  Sheppey,  who  had  before  repaired  it,  maintained  in  its  place 
two  ferry  boats,  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  to  and  fro. 

There  is  no  bridge  here  at  preaent,  and  the  6eet  which 
divided  this  ioland  from  that  of  Sheppey  ia  become  so  very 
narrow,  and  has  for-several  years  past  been  so  dammed  up,  that 
excepting  at  high  tides  and  overflowings  of  the  waters,  Harty 
has  ceased  to  display  the  appearance  of  an  island.  There  ara 
no  highway  duties,  and  scarcely  any  roads  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  tract. 

The  manor  op  Harty,  otherwise  Sa^er  court,  wasy  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  111.,  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  family  of 
the  Champion's,  who  wrote  theuiHelves,  in  Latin,  Z>e  Cmnpamia, 
having  been  seated  at  Champion'a  court,  in  Newnbam.  Robert 
de  Campania  held  this  manor  in  the  above  reign,  as  half  a 
knight's  fee,  of  John  de  St.  John.  His  descendant,  John  da 
Campania,  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.;  and 
Edwsrd  HI.,  in  his  latyear,  directed  his  writ  to  Robert  de 
Keiulal,  late  constable  of  Dover  castle,  to  restore  to  the  lady  of 
the  Island  of  Hartye,  sister  of  Thomas  Roseelyn,  her  lands  for- 
feited in  Kent  in  the  reign  of  hia  father,  oo  account  of  the  pro- 
secutions of  Hugh  le  Deapencer,  the  elder  and  younger.  They 
left  three  daughters  and  coheirs,  of  whom,  Catherine  married 
Robert  Corbet,  and  Thomasine,  Thomas  Chevin,  who  divided 
bis  estates  amoag  them ;  but  to  whom  this  manor  afttrwardi 
passed  we  have  not  found.  The  next  name  by  which  it  wti 
possessed  appears  to  have  been  Whaley,  whose  heirs  sold  it  to« 
Cheney  ;  in  wbich^ine  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Thomaa  Cheney, 
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knight  of  the  Garter,  who  died  posseteed  of  it  in  the  Ut  of 
Qiweo  Elizabeth. 

Another  estate  in  thig  island,  called  Lb  Long  House,  was 
panel  of  the  poasetaions  of  the  abbey  of  Favenbam,  of  which 
it  was  held,  as  part  of  a  kni^t's  fee,  by  John  de  Criol,  in  the 
re^B  of  Edward  I.,  as  it  was  afterwards  by  the  family  of  the 
Cbampioa's,  or  De  Campania,  one  of  whom,  John  de  Campania, 
possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  If.,  whose  widow,  Mary, 
ptid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that  teign,  as  parcel  of  the 
sianor  of  Westwood. 

This  estate  then  devolved  to  the  family  of  the  Poynings', 
vbose  heir  general,  Ahanore,  daughter  of  Richard  de  Poynings, 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Henry  Percy,  afterwards  earl  of 
Northamberiand ;  in  whose  descendants  it  coatinued,  till  at 
lei^b  it  was  alienated  to  the  Cheney's,  Sir  John  Cheney,  knight 
•f  the  Garter,  dying  possessed  of  it  in  the  Ist  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Tbb  Motb  was  another  part  of  Harty  manor,  being  parcel 
of  the  estate  in  this  island,  equally  belonging  to  the  family  of 
the  Champion's,  and  was  carried  in  marriage  by  ThoniMiae, 
daoghter  and  coheir  of  John  de  Campania,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.,  to  Thonas  Ghevin,  of  Sliowland,  in  Newnham  ; 
in  whoae  descendants  it  continued  down  to  John  Chevin,  who 
in  the  3d  of  Elisabeth,  by  conveyance  and  fine,  told  it  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Paramour,  by  the  description  of  a  manor  and  lands  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Isle  of  Harty,  of  the  fee  of 
William  marquis  of  Winchester,  capdtal  lord  of  the  same. 

However,  it  being  alleged  by  John  Cherin,  that  he  was  under 
tge  at  the  period  of  the  bcfore«nientioned  alienation,  the  fine 
was  reversed,  and  be  having  again  passed  it  away  in  the  mean 
time  to  John  Kyne  and  &tmon  Lowe,  tb^,  m  the  I3tfa  year  of 
that  reign,  brought  a  wdt  of  right,  for  the  recovery  of  it, 
■gainst  Thomas  Paramour;  hot  they  were  non-suited,  and  the 
defendant  confirmed  in  the  possesaion  of  this  property  by  the 
court.  In  consequence  of  that  decree,  a  trial  bjf  battle  was 
deraaBded  by  Paramour,  and  awarded  by  the  court;  of  which  a 
pompous  account  is  given  in  our  law  books,  much  too  long  for 
insertion  here.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
the  champions  of  each  party,  properly  accontered,  met  at  the 
appointed  time  in  Tothill  fields,  Westminster,  beforethe  justices 
of  the  court  of  Conuuon  Pleas,  when  upwardu  of  4000  persons 
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were  present  {  but  llie  non-appearance  or  Kyne  and  Lowe  caused 
it  to  be  awarded  to  the  defendant,  for  so  the  queen  had  ordered. 
Tbu  was  one  of  the  last  instances  in  our  hooka  of  battle  joined 
in  a  writ  of  right.  How  long  this  estate  continued  in  the  name 
of  Paramour,  we  do  not  find,  but  it  aeema  to  have  remained  in 
the  poBs^ssion  of  Henry  lord  Cheney  in  the  12th  of  Qaeen 
Elizabeth,  as  will  be  further  mentioned. 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Faversham,  besides  the  fee  held  of 
them,  as  before  mentioned,  were  in  possession  of  an  estate 
called  Abbat's  coobt,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry.  VII.,  their 
tenant  of  the  same  was  Thomas  Colepeper,  esq.;  but  it  did  not 
continue  in  the  possession  of  that  monastery  till  the  final  dis- 
solution, as  Henry  VIII.,  in  his  29th  year,  granted  his  licence  to 
John,  then  abbot  of  Faversham,  to  alienate  this  manor  of  Abbat's 
court  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  knight  of  the  Qsrter,  who  died 
possessed  of  the  estate  in  the  Ist  of  Queen  EUzabath,  holding 
it  at  the  yearly  sum  of  40s.  8d.,  in  the  name  of  tenths,  as  will 
be  further  mentioned. 

The  dean  and  canons  of  the  collegiate  chapel  of  St.  Stephen, 
in  Westmioater,  were  possessed  of  an  estate  in  this  island,  called 
Perv  Marsh,  which  they  continued  to  hold  till  the  Ist  of 
Edward  VI.,  when  this  chapel  being  dissolved  was  surrendered 
'  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  who  granted  it,  among  other  pre- 
mises, to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  knight  of  the  Qarter,  to  itold 
in  capite^  by  knight's  service;  and  he  died  possessed  of  it  in 
the  1st  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  Benedictine  nunnery  of  Davington  was  possessed  of 
lands  in  this  parish,  as  well  as  the  church  or  parsonage  of 
Harty.  The  former,  in  the  17th  of  Edward  III.,  consisted  of 
140  acres  of  pasturage,  which  were  then  valued  over  and  above 
the  chief  rent  paid  for  it,  £15  yearly. 

Sir  Thomas  Cheney  dying  possessed  of  all  the  before- 
mentioned  manors  and  estates  in  the  1st  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
waa  succeeded  therein  by  his  son  and  heir,  Henry  Cheney,  of 
Tuddington,  afterwards  lord  Cheney,  who  had  possession  granted 
of  the  whole  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign  ;  and  the  same  year 
levied  a  fine  of  all  his  lands. 

He  subsequently  alienated,  by  conveyance  and  fine  levied,  the 
manor  of  Harty  and  the  rectory  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  in 
the  Isle  of  Hartye,  called  Stauger,  otherwise  Stangarde,  or 
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tie  parnmage  of  ffartie,  with  all  appurtenancea,  to  the  use  of 
Richard  Thornbill.  esq. 

HiB  grandson  alienated  that  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
premises,  called  Abbot's  court,  since  known  by  the  name  of 
Ball  firm,  with  Perjf  marsh,  and  other  lands,  to  Robert  Cole, 
esq.,  who,  in  1662,  settled  this  estate  on  his  sole  daughter  and 
heir,  Jaoe,  on  her  marriage  wiih  Sir  Thomas  Darcy,  ofSt.  Ctere 
Wl  in  Essex.  He  afterwards  sold  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  French, 
>ho  by  will  devised  it  to  be  sold,  when  it  was  purchased,  in 
1701,  by  Thomas  Clark,  merchant,  of  London,  whose  heirs  sold 
it,  in  1765,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Buck,  of  Faversharo ;  on  whose 
death,  in  1779,  it  became  the  property  of  his  son.  This  estate 
is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  all  tithes. 

But  the  remaining  part  of  the  several  estates  of  Henry  lord 
Cheney  continued  in  the  descendants  of  Richard  Ttiomhill, 
CM].,  dowa  to  Ricliard  Thornbill,  esq.  of  Ollantigh,  who,  in  the 
4lb  of  Queen  Anne,  having  obtained  an  Act  for  the  purpose, 
sold  the  manor  of  ffarti/,  the  rectory  and  advowson  of  the 
vicarage,  with  the  estate,  called  Le  Long  Home,  the  Mote, 
tnd  a  farm  called  Elliot's,  to  Mr.  Jacob  Sawbridge,  of  London, 
who*e  great  grandson  ultimately  possessed  the  same. 

Habty  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
iweeMC  of  Canterbury  and  deanery  of  Sittingbourne.  The 
cbarcb,  which  is  a  small  building,  consisting  of  a  body  chancel 
and  two  side  chantries,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle, 
and  was  formerly  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  Benedictine 
nunnery  of  Oavington. 

In  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  the  yearly  stipend  to  the  curate 
was  £<5  1 3  4.  This  church  was  entered  in  the  king's  books 
as  a  rectory,  and  valued  at  £20  6  0},  the  tenths  being  £2  0  7), 
which  are  paid  to  the  crowo  receiver,  and  not  to  the  archbishop. 
The  cnre  was  for  many  years  esteemed  as  a  vicarage,  with  a 
sUpend  to  the  vicar  of  jC20  per  annum,  paid  to  him  in  lieu  of 
tithes;  and  divine  service  was  performed  here,  except  in  very 
severe  weather,  once  in  a  fortnight.  In  1578  there  were  forty- 
■even  communicants ;  and  in  1640  the  number  was  fifty. 

Id  1821  there  were  seven  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Harty; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  censns  of  the  papu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitanu  were  as  follow:  males  24,  females 21,  making  a  total 
of  4o  souls. 
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THE  ISLAND  OF  GRAINE. 


This  island,  though  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Medway, 
and  some  miles  distant  from  the  rest  of  the  hundred  of  Hoo, 
ytt  being  within  the  manor  of  GiUingham,  has  always  been 
esteemed  a  portion  of  the  same. 

It  is  written  in  the  Texlusttoffensis,  and  other  ancient  mss., 
Grean,  Gryen,  and  Gren,  and  ties  next  to  the  hundred  of  Hoo, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  small  stream.  The  south  and 
east  sides  adjoin  the  river  Medway,  the  latter  being  opposite  to 
Sheerness,  and  the  north  side  joins  the  river  Thames,  forming 
the  land  where  those  two  rivers  meet.  It  is  in  size  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  long,  and  two  and  a  half  wide,  containing  only 
one  parish,  called  St.  James's. 

The  water  that  separates  this  island  from  the  hundred  of  ' 
Hoo  is  denominated  the  Stray;  the  northern  mouth  of  which, 
next  the  Thames,  is  called  the  North  Yantlet;  that  next  the 
Medway,  is  Colemouth  ;  though  the  whole  formerly  went  by  the 
name  of  Yantlet,  or  Ytnlade,  and  was,  in  very  ancient  times, 
no  doubt,  as  well  as  that  of  the  same  name  between  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  and  the  main  land,  of  much  larger  extent  than  it  has 
been  for  a  long  time  past.  In  1824,  an  indictment  was  issued 
against  James  Montague,  W.  L.  Newman,  John  Nelson,  and 
fuuT  otiiers,  in  consequence  of  their  having  cut  through  an 
embankment,  at  Graine  bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
junction  of  the  waters  of  the  rivers  Thames  and  Medway,  in 
and  throucrh  Yantlet  creek,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  as  conservator  of  those 
waters ;  the  said  embankment  hcing  claimed  by  the  landholders 
of  the  Isle  of  Graine,  alleged  in  the  indictment  to  have  been 
an  ancient  and  immemorial  road  for  land  carriage.  This  trial 
took  place  at  Guildford  Assizes,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  before 
Mr.  Buron  Graham,  and  a  special  jury;  when  a  verdict  was 
given  against  the  defendants.  In  1S25,  proceedings  were  com- 
menced to  set  aside  the  above  verdict,   and  obtain  a  new  trial ; 
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wbeojadgment  was  delivered,  that  the  verdict  ought  not  to  be 
dutarbed.* 

Ig  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  appears  that  this  island  was 
ooly  encompassed  at  Bood.  The  water  of  Yantlet  seems  once  to 
btc  been  the  usual  passage  for  all  vessels  from  and  to  London, 
which  thereby  avoided  the  more  exposed  navigation  round  the 
oiitnde  of  this  island,  as  they  likewise  did  the  circuit  of  the 
Iile  of  Sheppey,  by  going  througb  the  Swale,  between  that  and 
tbemain  land;  both  of  which  waters  are  mentioned  in  several 
M  writings,  as  part  of  the  river  Thames.  So  late  as  the  lOth 
of  Edward  III.  this  appears  to  have  been  the  most  accustomed 
pusage,  for,  in  the  11th  year  of  that  reign,  strict  ward  and 
ntcb  being  set,  according  to  old  custom,  along  the  sea  coast  of 
lliii  county,  one  of  them  appears  to  have  been  established  at 
U  Yendale,  in  Hoo,  which  consisted  of  twelve  men  at  arms, 
ud  six  hobelers,  the  latter  having  been  a  kind  of  light  horse- 
men,  who  rode  from  place  to  place  in  the  night,  to  gain  intelli- 
gencf  of  the  landing  of  boats  and  men,  &c.  and  were  probably 
M  called  from  the  hobbies  or  small  horses  upon  which  they 
nde. 

The  Island  of  Graine  is  an  oblong  square,  lying  flat  and  low, 
tbe  largest  part  consisting  of  pasture  and  marshes,  the  vast 
tncts  of  the  latter,  and  the  badness  of  the  water,  rendering  it 
BDwhoIesome,  as  well  as  unpleasant.  The  entrance  to  this 
Blind  from  the  hundred  of  Hoo  is  on  the  south  side,  over  a 
tiuteivay,  across  Stoke  marshes.  The  church  of  St.  James's, 
the  only  one  it  contains,  is  situated  at  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  island,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  There  is  no 
nUtge,  and  the  few  houses  stand  dispersed  about  a  mile  from  the 
chorch. 

There  are  two  sets  of  salt  works,  or  salt  pans,  as  they  are 
nlled,  one  situated  close  to  the  water,  at  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  island ;  the  other  on  Mr.  Davenport's  estate  of  Wall 
^t  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  close  to  the  Medway. 
In  short,  we  cannot  give  a  better  description  of  it  than  in  Mr> 
Mnson's  words,  in  his  book  respecting  Kentish  plants,  entitled 
fter  PlatUarum  loDesligalionit  ergo  suseeplum,  containing  an 

*Tm  pablicatian*  vaiX  Mqwcting  thii  litigtlad  point,  ona  publiihad  ia  1S24,  beii^ 
"^(rt  of  the  tii>] ;  the  otbet  in  1826,  coalainiDg  th«  leport  of  llw  city  wlidtor, 
"•LH«wmii,Mq.,  towhom  w«  ftal  miKh  iitdebltd  farcopiMof  lbs  uma. 
VOL.  IV.  T 
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account  or  his  journey,  July  13,  1629,  in  search  of  limplea  in 
this  island.  He  says,  "  Having  left  our  small  boat,  we  walked 
five  or  six  miles,  but  discovered  nothing  which  could  afford  ui 
any  pleasure.  It  was  in  the  middle  of  a  very  hot  day,  and, 
like  Tantalus,  we  were  tormented  by  an  intolerable  thirst  in  the 
midst  of  water,  which  was  all  salt ;  nor  were  we  less  oppressed 
with  hunger  in  this  barbarous  country,  where  there  was  D»t  a 
village  near,  nor  the  smoke  of  a  chimney  in  sight,  or  even  the 
barking  of  a  dog  within  hearing,  those  usual  signs  of  inhabitants, 
to  raise  our  languid  minds  to  any  kind  of  hope." 

The  commission  of  sewers,  which  extends  from  Gravesend  to 
Sheerness,  and  up  the  river  Medway,  to  Penshurst,  takes  charge 
of  the  sea  walla  round  this  island,  the  same  being  repaired  at 
no  small  expense,  which  are  divided  into  two  levels,  called  the 
Soutb-west  and  North-west  levels. 

The  manor  of  Gkainb  was  anciently  part  of  the  posBessions 
of  the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury,  where  it  remained  tilt  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.;  in  the  37th  year  of  which  prince, 
Archbishop  Cranmer  conveyed  all  his  estates  in  this  parish, 
together  with  his  right  to  wreck  of  the  sea,  to  the  king. 

Edward  VI.,  in  his  5th  year,  granted  this  manor  of  Qraioe  to 
his  beloved  and  faithful  counsellor.  Sir  Geoi^  Brooke,  lord 
Cobbam,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight's  service.  His  grandson, 
Heniy  lord  Cobbam,  being  convicted  of  treason  in  the  Ist  of 
James  1.,  it  became  coafiscated  to  the  crown,  where  it  remained 
till  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  when  it  appears  to  have  been 
esteemed  as  part  of  the  manor  of  Qillingharn,  the  quit-rents  of 
which  in  this  island  then  amounted  to  £24  10  10),  from  the 
freeholders,  in  free  socage  tenure ;  afler  the  Restoration,  it  wea 
granted  as  an  appendage  to  that  manor,  and  iu  such  state  it 
continued,  being  in  the  possession  of  Multon  Lambard,  esq.  of 
Sevenoak. 

There  is  another  manor  here,  called  the  manor  of  Graihb, 
or  RosB  COURT,  which,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  was  the 
estate  of  the  family  of  the  Cobham's,  of  Cobbam,  in  this  coooty. 
Sir  John  de  Cobbam  died  possessed  ef  it  under  the  above 
monarch,  and  bis  son,  tc^etber  with  Sir  Robert  Kjaotyv  builf 
the  new  bridge  at  Rochester,  and  amortized  his  two  manors  at 
Qraine  and  Tilbury,  worth  forty  marks  yearly,  above  all 
reprises,  to  the  support  of  it  for  ever;   when  it  continued  part 
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oTilie  poasessioiu  of  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  that  bridge, 
for  the  purposes  above  mentioaed. 

There  is  a  good  estate  in  that  part  of  the  island  next  the 
Medmy,  consiitiDg  of  several  farms,  lands,  and  salt  works,  the 
prioeipBl  of  which  is  called,  from  its  situation.  Wall  Bnd 

lAKH. 

HHs  estate  has,  from  the  earliest  period,  had  the  same  owners 
«  the  manor  of  Malmains,  in  8t<Jte,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
hi  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
fimilj  of  the  Malmaios's ;  whence  it  passed  into  the  name  of 
Hiot,  and  thence  to  the  Carew's,  of  Beddington,  in  Surrey. 
From  the  latter  line  it  was  alienated,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V., 
to  one  tden,  who  passed  it  to  John  Parke,  whose  sole  daughter 
ud  heir,  Etizabedi,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Roper,  esq. 
of  Linsted,  who,  in  the  reign  of  James  1.,  was  created  baron  of 
Teynham,  in  thia  county.  Hia  son,  Christopher  Roper,  lord 
Tcynham,  succeeded  him  in  this  estate,  which  he  increased,  by 
oUtiniag  a  grant  of  lands  in  th6  Island  of  Orune,  formerly 
bdoDging  to  the  nonnery  of  Minster,  in  Sheppey,  which  had 
been  given  to  that  institution  by  Archbishop  Corboil.  The 
whole  then  continaed  in  bis  descendants  down  to  Henry  lord 
Tcynham,  who,  on  his  marriage  with  the  Lady  Anne,  daughter 
od  coheir  of  Thomas  Leonard,  eari  of  Sussex,  and  widow  of 
Riehard  Barret  Lennard,  esq.  of  Belbouse,  in  Essex,  afterwards 
bsroness  Caere,  settled  this  estate,  after  her  life  interest  therein, 
«  the  issue  of  that  marriage.  Lady  Dacres  afterwards  mar- 
litd  the  Hon.  Robert  Moore,  and  died  possessed  of  this  pro- 
perty in  1766;  on  which,  the  fee  became  vested  in  Trevor 
Chirlei  Roper  and  U^ry  Roper,  the  infant  sons  and  coheirs, 
ia  gavelUnd,  of  the  Hon.  Chafes  Roper,  her  eldest  son,  by 
M  Teynham.  However,  by  a  decree  in  the  court  of  Chancery, 
lot  the  sale  of  diis  estate,  to  pay  off  incumbrances,  it  was,  in 
■765,  conveyed  to  the  Rev.  H.  Foote,  of  Charlton,  in  Bishops- 
bwmie,  whose  eldest  son,  John  Foote,  esq.,  afterwards  succeed- 
■H  to  it,  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lovett.  He 
denssd  it  to  his  son,  of  the  same  name ;  on  whose  death  it 
dsMeaded  to  his  sister,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Davenport,  of  London, 
who,  in  her  right,  became  entitled  to  the  same. 

IV  priory  of  Rocbestet  was  in  early  times  possessed  of  lands 
■  this  iriand,  aa,  in  1076,  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  in  the  solemn 
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assembly  held  at  PeneDden  heath,  recovered  from  Ralph  de 
Curva  Spina,  sixty  shillings  rent  of  pasture  in  Qrean,  the  same 
having  been  taken  from  that  church,  which  he  immediately 
restored.  There  were  several  gifts  afterwards  made  to  the 
priwy  of  Marshes  in  this  island,  as  may  be  seen  throughout  the 
Textui  tad  Registrum  Roffetise,  while  Henry  I.  confirmed  to 
it  a  fishing  in  Grean,  called  the  Niwewere,  for  which  the  inati- 
tution  paid  the  archbishop  five  shillings  yearly.  That  rental 
Archbi^op  Ralfreleased  to  the  priory  for  ever,  and  likewise,  by 
bis  charter,  prohibited  all  persons  from  fishing  in  the  Thames, 
before  the  fishery  of  the  monks  of  Ntwewere,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiture to  him  if  they  should  he  found  Ashing  beyond. 

Archbishop  Baldwin,  in  the  Ist  of  Richard  I.,  intending  to 
erect  a  chapel,  and  other  buildings,  within  the  manor  of  Lam- 
beth, which  then  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Rochester,  granted 
to  them,  in  lieu  of  the  land  there,  connected  with  the  maaor  on 
which  the  chapel  was  to  be  built,  and  the  area  lying  round  it, 
one  bercary,  or  sheepcot,  in  the  isle  of  gren,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances, in  marsh  lands,  wreck,  and  all  other  matters  belong- 
ing thereto,  to  hold  to  them  as  the  demesnes  of  the  said  manor, 
free  from  all  service  and  demand.  He  also  made  a  further  ad- 
dition by  granting  to  them  the  services  yearly  due  to  him  and 
his  successors,  for  those  bercaries,  or  sheepcoU,  that  the 
monks  held  of  him  in  Gren,  which  their  tenants  at  all  times  in 
future  should  pay,  and  be  answerable  for  to  them.  These  pre- 
misee  in  Gren  were  particularly  excepted  out  of  the  exchange 
made  by  Archbishop  Hubert  and  the  monks  of  Rochester,  of 
the  manors  of  Lambeth  and  Darent,  in  the  7th  of  Richard  I. 
In  the  21st  of  Edward  I.  upon  a  9110  voarraato,  the  prior  of 
Rochester  claimed  to  have  wreck  of  the  sea  in  the  above 
marshes,  as  Archbishop  Baldwin  had  previously  done  wiUiout 
interruption^  when  the  same  was  allowed  him  by  the  jury. 

All  these  marshes,  lands,  and  rents,  which  had  been  given  to 
the  priory  of  Rochester,  remained  part  of  its  possessions  at  the 
dissolution  under  Henry  VIII.,  when  they  were  surrendered  to 
the  king,  who  settled  them  on  his  new  erected  dean  and  cb^ter 
of  Rochester,  with  whom  the  inheritance  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued. 

The  island  of  Grajne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubis- 
DicTiON  of  the  dhcete  of  Rochester,  and,  being  one  of  the 
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archbi§hopa  pecuUan,  as  such  is  within  the  deanery  of  Sbore- 
IiiDi.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  JameB,  consist*  of  three 
aisles  and  a  chancel,  wherein  are  several  meni<ma]s  and  inserip- 
tiona ;  one  in  braaa  for  WiUiam  Hykks,  and  Joan  bis  wife ;  ano- 
ther for  JonaUian  Hykks,  aod  Agnes,  bis  wife,  while  other* 
comioemoiate  the  family  of  the  Godfrey's;  and,  in  the  chancel, 
is  a  brass  memento  for  John  Cardyf,  who  furnished  the  pave- 
meot,  and  died  in  1452. 

This  diurch  anciently  belonged  to  the  nunnery  at  Minster, 
in  Sbeppey,  to  which  it  was  appropriated  previous  to  the  reign 
ofEdward  I.  It  continued  part  oif  the  possession*  of  that  in- 
ititBlion  till  the  reign  of  Uenry  VIII.,  who  granted  the  rectory 
of  St.  James's,  in  (he  isle  of  Graine,  with  the  edvowson,  to 
John  Fynch,  to  hold  m  capUe,  by  knight's  service.  He  died 
possessed  of  this  property,  together  with  600  acres  of  arable, 
pasture,  and  salt  marshes,  in  this  island,  when  his  boo,  Clement 
Fynch,  at  length  possessed'  the  whole  of  this  estate.  The 
latter  then  alienated  it  to  William  Brooke,,  lord  Cobham,  who, 
being  attainted  for  high  treason  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  for- 
feited this  proper^  to  the  crown,  when  it  was  granted  to  Sir 
Edward  Hales,  bart.,  who  died  possessed  of  the  same  in  1654. 

How  this  rectory  passed  from  bis  descendants  we  do  not  find, 
bat  Mr.  John  Page  of  Rochester  held  it  for  many  years,  and  at 
his  death  devised  it  to  bis  kinsman  the  Rev.  Edmund  Faunce, 
of  Sutton  at  Hone,  whose  son,  of  the  same  name,  possessed  it. 
This  rectory  is  held  of  the  crown  by  the  yearly  feefarm  rent  of 
£1  2  10). 

Theadvowion  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church  passed  with  the 
rectory,  tbroogh  the  same  chain  of  ownership,  to  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  bart.,  shortly  after  whose  death  they  seem  to  have  had 
■eparate  owner*,  the  late  proprietor  of  the  advowaon  having 
been  Mr.  Walter  Nynn,  on  whose  decease,  without  issue.  Mis. 
Racbael  Ray,  widow,  his  sister  and  heir,  became  entitled  to  the 
property. 

It  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  :C9  11  8  per  annum,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  19s.  2d. 

In  a  taxation,  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  it  appears 
that  the  church  of  Graiue  was  then  endowed  with  (en  acres  of 
snble,  and  two  of  pasture  land,  the  annual  value  having  been 
£i  3  i,  and  of  rents  of  assize  to  the  amount  of  48*.  per  annum. 
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In  the  Buney  taken  after  the  detth  of  dntrles  I.  in  1660,  of 
tbe  Bereral  partoiiageB  and  vicanges  in  this  diocese,  it  was  re- 
turned that  there  was  in  this  pansh  a  TJCftrage  pfesentative, 
worth  ^60  per  an&uta,  Sir  Edward  Hales  then  being  patron ; 
the  incambent,  Mr.  Edward  Sparke ;  the  parsonage,  an  impro- 
priation, worth  £60  per  annnm,  and  Sir  Edward  Hales  owner 
ef  the  same. 

Dr.  Plume,  archdeacon  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1704,  t>e- 
qaeatbed  £&  per  annum  towards  teatAing  the  poor  children  of 
this  parish  to  read. 

In  1821  there  were  fortjr-^ve  dwellings  in  the  partafa  of  Graine; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  aa  follow:  males  136,  females  118,  making  a  totalof 
264  souls.  It  is  remarked,  in  the  popnlation  Act  of  the  above 
year,  that  the  increase  of  inhabitant*  in  this  parish  is  attribu- 
taUe  to  the  families  of  the  PreTentive  Sprrice  established  on 
the  island  of  Graine. 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OP  KENT. 


THE    LATHE    OP    AYLESFORD. 


THB    HUNDBBD    OV    UOO. 

Eastward  from  the  hnodrad  of  Shambl  lies  that  of  Hoo, 
bonnded  on  the  oppoute  side  by  the  water  called  the  North 
Y€iUad$,  which  separatee  this  bHodrcd  from  tbe  iaile  of  Grean. 
HoUioabed  aays,  tfaet^  ia  bia  time,  Hoo  was  neaily  an  ieUnd^ 
and  that  there  was  a  common  provsrb  oonoeniag  thia  hundred^ 
▼is: 

«  Ht  ihM  ridw  into  the  liDii^*d  of  Hm^ 
BmuUi  piUgring  UUMD  will'  find  dot  •now." 

It  was  formerly  noted  for  the  wealth  of  the  yeomen  who  in- 
habited the  district,  but  there  are  now  scarcely  any  except 
bulifia  and  lookers,  who  reside  there,  the  farmers  and  land- 
holders chiefly  dwelling  at  Stroud  and  Rochester.  There  is 
scarcely  a  gentleman's  house,  or  even  a  clei^yman  resident  here, 
ID  consequence  of  the  depth  of  the  soil,  the  dirtiness  of  the 
roads,  and  the  unwholesome  air  issuing  from  the  neighbouring. 
marshes. 

It  takes  its  name  from  the  elevated  situation,  Hou,  in  Sazon» 
signifying  a  hill.  The  hundred  of  Hoc  contains  the  parishes  of 
Hoo,  St.Warbuhgh,  High  Halstow,  St.  Maey's  Hoo, 
Allballows,  and  Stone,  inptai. 

It  also  contains  part  of  the  parishes  of  Cobuam  and  West 
Peckbah,  the  churches  of  which  stand  in  another  hundred. 

Hoo  St.  Wabbubou,  so  called  from  the  dedication  of  its 
cfaatcb,  and,  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  the  adjoining  pa- 
rish of  St.  Mary  Hoo,  is  the  principal  one  in  this  hundred  to 
which  it  gives  name.  It  is  about  two  miles  across  each  way, 
tlH  soil  in  general  a  stiff  day,  and.  the  land  heavy  for  tillage. 
On  the  hill  it  rather  inclines  to  be  gravelly,  the  one  half  beii^ 
manh  laud,  extNtding  to  the  river  Medway,  constituting  its 
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■outbem  boundary.  Adjoining  the  roarabeB  ia  Hoc  street,  vith 
tbe  church  at  the  south  end,  the  high  spire  of  which  forms  a 
conspicuous  object  to  all  the  surrounding  country.  There  are 
two  other  hamlets,  at  either  extremity  of  tbe  parish.  Broad 
street,  close  to  Hoo  commoa,  being  the  western  boutidary,  and 
opposite  East  End.  At  Hoo  street  the  ground  rises  from  the 
marshes  to  the  high  hill.  The  enclosures  are  small,  and  the 
hedge-rows  thick,  with  a  continoance  of  high  apiry  elms,  and 
some  dwarf  oaks  interspersed  in  different  places.  The  roads 
are  deep  and  miry,  and  full  of  water,  while  the  air,  from  its  con- 
tiguity to  the  la^  tract  of  marshes,  is  extremely  anhealthy. 

In  consequence  of  a  writ  from  Richard  II.  in  his  Ist  year, 
to  tbe  sheriffs  of  Kent  and  Essex,  one  beacon  was  erected  at 
Hoo,  and  another  opposite,  at  Fobbyng,  in  Essex,  among  othet 
places  along  tbe  banks  of  tbe  nver,  in  order  that,  by  the  firing 
of  the  same,  notice  might  be  given  of  any  sudden  attempt  of  an 
enemy.  Peter  Gunning,  bishop  of  Ely,  son  of  Peter  Gunning, 
vicar  of  this  parish,  a  native  of  tbe  district,  was  a  person  of  the 
most  diffusive  chanty,  and  a  beneractor  to  all  places  with  which 
he  had  any  connexion,  and  at  his  death  gave  whatsoever  he 
possessed  to  charitable  uses,  more  particularly  the  endowment 
of  poor  vicarages.  He  died  in  1664,  and  by  bis  will  bequeathed 
ft  service  of  communion  plate  to  the  church  of  Hoo. 

Before  the  conquest,  tbe  mamoe  op  Hoo  St.  Warbchoh, 
with  the  court  of  the  hundred,  was  in  the  posseBsion  of  Godvin, 
earl  of  Kent,  from  whom  it  descended  to  King  Harold,  and  after 
the  Conquest  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  Odo,  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered 
in  the  record  of  Domesday. 

On  the  disgrace  of  that  prelate,  about  four  years  after,  bis 
estates  were  confiscated  to  the  crown,  among  which  was  this  of 
Hoo. 

King  Richard  I.  exchanged  the  manor  and  hundred  with 
Hugh  Bardolf,  for  the  honour  of  Bainpton,  in  Devonshire,  which 
had  been  forfeited  to  tbe  crown  by  Fulk  Paganel,  or  Painel,  as 
he  was  usually  called,  to  whom  it  had  been  given  by  Henry  II- 
He  was  a  younger  son  of  William  Bardolf.  of  Stoke  Bardolf,  and 
bore  for  his  arms.  Azure  three  dnque-foils,  pierced,  or.  He 
died  without  issue,  on  which  this  estate  of  Hoo  became  vested 
in  the  crown,  when  it  was  granted,  in  the  17th  of  King  John, 
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toHabertde  Burgh,  chiefjusticiaryof  England,  and  afterwards 
mlof  Kent,  upon  whose  disgrace  it  appears  to  have  become 
nrted  in  He'nry  Grey,  and  Hugh  Poinz,  in  right  of  their  wives, 
tvoof  the  fire  nieces  and  coheirs  of  Robert  Bardolf  above  aien> 
tioiKd,  in  separate  moieties. 

Henry  Grey  left  a  son,  Sir  Richard  Grey,  whose  principal 
Mit  was  at  Codnor,  in  Derbyshire:  his  descendants  ^vere  the 
BiroDB  Orey,  of  Codnor.  One  of  those,  John  lord  Grey,  of 
Codnor,  paid  respective  aid  lor  tliis  estate  in  the  20th  of  Ed- 
nrd  Itl.as  half  a  dee,  which  Henry  de  Grey  had  before  held  in 
theparishofWereburghe.  in  Hoo,  of  theliing.  He  lived  lo  a 
pwd  old  age,  and  dying  about  the  15th  of  Richard  II.,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  his  grandson,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV., 
pwchased  the  other  moiety  of  this  manor,  and  eo  became  enti- 
tled to  the  whole  fee  of  the  same. 

6«tto  return  to  the  other  moiety,  which  devolved  to  the  pos- 
Muon  of  Hugh  Poinz.  His  great  grandson,  Nicholas  Poinz, 
<l>ed  possessed  of  it  in  the  1st  of  Edward  I.,  holding  it  in  capite, 
by  the  service  of  half  a  knight's  fee.  He  left  Hugh  Poinz  his 
■on  and  heir,  who  had  summons  among  the  barons  of  this  realm, 
in  the  23d  of  Edward  II.,  whose  descendant,  Nicholas  lord 
Poinz,  having  married  Alianore,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Erieigh, 
died  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Edward  ill.  leaving  two 
dsDghters  his  ct^ein ;  Amicia,  wife  of  John  Barry,  and  Mar- 
guet,  wife  of  Jt^n  Newborough,  They  joined  io  the  sale  of 
tliis  moiety  toone  Judd,  from  which  name  it  passed  by  sale,  in 
tbe  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  to  Richard  lord  Qrey,  of  Codnor,  as 
before  mentioned,  who  then  became  possessed  of  the  entire  lee 
of  the  manor  of  Hoo. 

Richard  lord  Grey  was  mnch  in  favor  with  Heniy  IV.,  who 
wnTerred  many  importHnt  offices  on  him,  he  having  been  em- 
ployed both  in  war  and  civil  n^otiations.  He  died  in  the  dth 
of  Henry  V,,  when  it  descended  down  to  Henry  lord  Grey,  who 
died  possessed  of  it  in  the  llthof  Henry  VII.,  without  legitimate 
Moe,  and  was  buried  at  Aylesford,  under  which  parish  a  further 
■ccoont  of  this  family  is  inserted.  The  manor  and  castle  of 
Codnor  then  went  to  Eltxabeth,  his  aunt  and  heir,  wile  of  Sir 
John  Zouch,  a  younger  son  of  William  lord  Zouch,  of  Harring- 
•rorth,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules,  ten  brzautet,  which,  with 
a  cmfon,  remain  on  the  roof  of  the  cloisters  of  Canterbury  cathe- 
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dral.  This  manor  of  Hoo,  notwithatanding,  eoDtinued  in  the 
possession  of  the  Lady  Catherine  Orey  (afterwarda  married  to 
Sir  William  de  la  Pole,)  for  the  term  of  her  life,  and  ahe  died 
poBseBsed  of  it,  aa  appears  by  the  escheat  rolls,  a.d.  ]631,aft«r 
which  It  devolved  to  Sir  John  Zouch,  above  mentioned,  who 
also  died  possessed  of  the  same  in  1529.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  Cornewall,  who  was  possesied  of  the  estate  at  his 
death  in  the  30th  of  that  reign,  as  appears  by  the  inquisition 
then  taken.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington  castle,  was  tiie 
next  proprietor  of  this  manor,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
conveyed  the  hundred  and  lordship  of  Hoo,  and  the  manor  of 
Little  Hoo,  late  belonging  to  Boxley  abbey,  among  other  pre- 
misea,  to  the  king. 

They  continued  vested  in  ihe  crown,  till  Edward  VI  ,  in  his 
6th  year,  granted  to  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  the  hun- 
dred of  Hoo,  to  hold  IM  capUe,  by  knight's  service,  but  his  tin- 
fortunate  grandson.  Henry  lord  Cobham,  having  been  convicted 
nfhigh  treason  in  the  1st  of  Jnmes  1.,  though  he  had  pardon 
fta  his  life,  nevertheless  forfeited  all  his  estates  to  the  crown, 
and  among  them  this  of  Hoo,  all  which  were  confirmed  to  the 
crown  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign.  Soon 
after,  these  manors  were  gi^nted  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of 
Salisbury,  (son  of  Williitm  lord  Burleigh,)  who  whs  subsequently 
lord  treasurer  of  England,  Sec.,  and  had  married  Elizabeth, 
sister  of  Henry  lord  Cobham  above  mentioned.  He  died  poa- 
■essed  of  the  property  in  1612,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
and  heir,  William,  earl  of  Salisbury,  who,  in  the  4thof  Charles! , 
alienated  the  estate  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart.,  who  possessed 
it  at  his  death  in  1664.  His  grandson,  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart., 
became  his  heir,  and  as  such  entitled  to  theae  manors ;  but  hs 
possessed  only  the  court-baron  of  the  same ;  for  the  view  of 
frankpledge  belonging  to  the  hundred,  appears,  by  the  court 
foils,  to  have  continued,  from  the  death  of  Lord  Cobham,  vested 
in  the  oTOwn,  and  in  the  possession  of  the  keepers  of  the  liber- 
tie*  of  Englaad,  as  they  were  styled,  from  the  death  of  Charles  I. 
in  I64S,  to4he  Restorstion.  Three  years  after,  he  seems  to  have 
had,  by  the  style  of  them,  full  possession  of  both,  and  having 
risked  his  fortune  in  the  service  of  Charles  I.,  and  contracted 
debts  to  a  large  amount,  «as  obliged  to  abandon  his  native 
4MMintTy,  10  which  he  never  returned ;  when,  this  estate,  being 
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tested  by  him  in  Sir  John  Tofton,  bart.,  and  Edward  Halea, 
nq.  of  Bonghton  Malherbe,  bb  trustees,  was  conveyed  by  them, 
tinder  the  name  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Hoo,  to  Edward 
Villjers,  esq.,  fourth  son  of  Sir  Edward,  second  son  of  George 
Villiers,  oF  Brokesby,  in  Leicestershire.  Edward,  hiB  eldest 
wn  and  heir,  then  succeeded  him  in  the  manor  and  hundred  of 
Hoo,  and,  being  much  in  favor  with  King  William,  was, 'in  the 
3d  year  of  that  monarch,  created  Viscount  Villiers,  of  Dartford, 
and  baron  of  Hoo,  and,  in  1697,  constituted  earl  of  Jersey.  He 
died  in  1711,  leaving  two  sons,  of  whom  WiUiam,  the  eldest, 
succeeded  his  father  in  titles  and  estate;  whose  descendant, 
George  Bnasy  Villiers,  earl  of  Jersey,  and  Baron  Hoo,  subse- 
qvently  possessed  this  manor  and  hundred. 

BsLLtiNCLB  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  formerly  a  seat  of 
some  eminence,  and  most  probably  part  of  those  possessions  ia 
the  hundred  of  Hoo  that  belonged  to  the  family  of  Bardolf,  and 
passed,  after  the  death  of  Robert  Bardolf,  in  marriage  with  one 
of  bis  five  nieces  and  coheirs,  to  Jordan  Foliot.  He,  in  the  9th 
of  Henry  III.,  performed  honrage  for  this  estate,  whose  son  and 
heir,  Richard  de  Foliot,  passed  away  this  manor  by  fine,  in  the 
20th  year  of  that  reign,  to  Reginald  de  Cobfaam,  second  son  of 
Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the 
^d  year  of  the  same  prince.  Upon  his  death  it  seems  to  have 
descmded  to  his  nephew,  Sir  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  who 
died  in  the  28th  of  Edward  I.,  leaving  by  Joane,  his  first  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  de  Septrans,  a  son  Henry,  who  had  the 
•ddilioo  of,^mtor  to  his  name,  to  distingnish  him  from  Henry, 
his  node,  of  Roandal,  in  Shoroe,  then  living.  He  died  soon 
after  the  9th  of  Edward  III.,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Maud  de 
Colnmbera,  three  sons ;  John,  who  succeeded  him  at  Cobham, 
ancestor  of  the  Cobham's  of  that  place,  and  of  Sterborough 
cutle ;  Thomas,  who  waa  of  fielluncle ;  and  Reginald,  rector  . 
of  Cowling. 

Thomas,  the  second  son,  had  this  manor  of  Belluncle,  by 
devise,  from  bis  father,  and  was  afterwards  knighted  ;  he 
changed  his  arms  to  Gules,  on  a  chevron,  three  crescents,  sable, 
which  coat  was  borne  by  all  his  posterity  of  this  place.  He 
leaided  here,  and,  having  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Septram, 
of  Se|,tram,  in  this  county,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  heir. 
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Tbomaa  de  Cobhao)),  who  wat  likewise  <^  Bt-Uuncle,  and  lie* 
buried  in  CobliRin  church,  with  Mnud  his  wife.  His  descend- 
ant! afterwards  continued  to  reside  at  Belluncle,  till  at  length 
John  Cobham,  esq.  succeeded  to  ihia  manor,  having  been 
alderman,  and  some  time  mayor  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  where 
he  resided,  and  in  1624  was  a  benefactor  to  the  choreh  of  St. 
Nicholas  there,  by  setting  up  the  noith  window  of  the  chancel. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Ballandine,  of  Derby- 
shire, by  whom  he  had  two  eons,  John  end  William,  and  a 
daughter  EU^abeth.  He  died  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  leaving 
bis  wife  Elizabeth  surviving  ;  aome  time  after  which  this  msnor 
became  divided  into  moieties,  one  of  which  was  vetted  in 
Colonel  Richard  Cobh^^,  of  Rochester ;  and  the  other  in 
Clement  Chadbourne,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  one  of  tbe  daugh- 
ters of  John  Cobham,  alderman,  late  of  Rochester. 

Clement  Chadbourne,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  1708,  con- 
veyed their  undivided  moiety  of  this  manor  to  Colonel  Richard 
Cobham  above  mentioned,  who  died  without  male  issue,  lea^ng 
two  daughters  his  coheirs,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary,  carried 
one  moiety  of  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Captain  James  Hayes, 
of  Rochester,  who  bore  for  bis  arms,  Gulei,  a  ch/fwtm,  or,  ht* 
tween  three  boars'  heads,  couped.  Having  purchased  tbe  other 
moiety,  he  became  possessed  of  the  whole,  and  died  in  1765 
without  male  issue,  leaving  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Jane,  carried  this  estate  in  marriage  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  James  Parsons,  of  Botherep,  in  Gloucestershire,  who,  in 
1788,  sold  it  to  Richard  Webb,  esq.,  who  is  the  present  owner 
of  this  estate.     No  court  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Abbot's  Coubt,  generally  called  Abbey's  Court,  was  for- 
merly the  mansion  of  an  estate  here,  denominated  the  manor  of 
Little  Hoo,  or  Hoo  Parvai  which  belonged  to  the  abbey  of 
Boxley,  in  consequence  of  which  it  has  always  been  esteemed  as 
lying  within  the  borough  of  Boxley.  Richard  1.  confirmed  to 
that  abbey  a  market  in  Hoq,  of  the  gifl  of  M«ud  de  Canvilh 
and  Edward  III.,  in  his  33d  year,  granted  Jree  barren  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  for  their  demesne  lands  within  their  manor 
of  Hoo.  They  continued  in  possession  of  this  estate  till  the 
dissolution  of  their  abbey,  in  tbe  29th  of  Henry  VUI.,  when, 
being  surrendered   to  the  Ling,  he  granted  this  manor  to  Sil 
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Tbomai  Wyati.  at  the  annual  rent  of  48fl.  2d.,  after  wbicb  it 
had  tbe  same  pOBseasors  aa  ibe  manor  of  Orbat  Hoo,  and  ul- 
timately  became  tbe  property  of  ibe  earl  of  Jersey. 

John  Lord  Cobham,  in  tbe  36th  of  Edward  III.,  settled  250 
■cres  of  marsb  land,  called  Rowe  and  Slade  marabes,  lying 
within  tbe  lordship  of  St.  Werburga,  in  Hoo,  on  his  new  founded 
chantry,  or  college,  in  Cobham  church. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  1 0th  year,  granted  to  Philip  Conwaye, 
two  mambes,  called  Estwike  and  Sprete,  in  this  pariah. 

Hoo  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
Hocea*  and  deanety  of  Kochester.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
St-  Warburgb.  consisU  of  titree  aisles  and  a  chancel. 

Id  tbis  structure,  am^ng  otberB,  are  tbe  following  inscriptions;, 
on  braises :  in  the  chancel,  two  memorials  for  the  family  of  the 
Plnnttey'a,  a.d.  1615  and  1642;  two  others,  for  John  Brawn 
ind  Richard  Bayly,  vicats,  the  latter  a.d.  1413.  In  the  nine, 
ii  a  brass  commemoratiTe  of  Stephen  and  Richard  Charles,  obt. 
1446 ;  and  another  for  Jobs  BeddyU,  obt.  1500.  In  the  south 
titie,  h  an  inscriptioQ  for  Thomas  Cobban,  esq.,  obt.  146d,  and 
Nalilda  his  wife;  and  in  the  norih  aisle,  anotlier  for  Williant 
Alton  aod  Gelyane  his  wife,  by  whom  be  bad  fifieen 
children. 

Robert  Bardolf,  lord  of  tbe  manor  of  Hoo,  in  the  reign  oC 
King  John,  granted  to  this  church  all  tbe  land  oaUed  Elwruetche, 
Nhicb  adjoined  his  field,  namAd  the  Lese,  towards  tbe  south; 
ind  also  a  piece  of  land,  conlaining  half  an  acre,  in  pure  and 
perpetnal  alms,  to  find  one  lamp,  to  burn  every  night  before  tbe 
sUar  of  St.  Werbiu^,  where  tbe  sacrament  was  kept. 

Lianrenee  bishop  of  Rouhester,  in  1253,  appropriated  the 
^BKch  of  St.  Werbarge,  of  Hoo,  with  the  cbapel  of  All  Saiota. 
and  every  thing  belonging  thereto,  to  tbe  prior  and  convent,  of 
Rochester,  for  the  uae  of  their  almonry,  tbey  being  the  real 
patreoa  of  the  same,  ip  consequence  of  the  grant  made  by  the 
lady  abbess  and  convent,  and  by  tbe  piior  of  St.  Sulpice,  pro- 
vided the  church  vm  served  by  a^  proper  vicar,  to  be  presented 
to  him  and  his  successora,  who  should  in  nowise  neglect  the 
cure  of  souls  therein. 

Tbe  cburobes  of  Halstow  and  St.  Mary's,  as  well  as  that  of 
AllSunto,  now  called  Allhallows,  in  tliis  hundred,  were  accounted 
bat  as  chapels  to  the  church  of  St.  Warburgb. 
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Thii  vicarage  was  a  discharged  livinir  in  the  king's  books,  of 
the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  £36  3,  the  yearly  tenths  of 
\vhich  were  £1   17  7. 

In  I82I,  there  were  144  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Hoo; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhalii- 
tants  were  as  follow  :  males  521,  females  439,  making  a  total  of 
960  souls. 

Northward  from  Hoo  lies  Halstow,  usually  called  Hiea 
Halstow,  as  well  from  its  situation  as  to  distinguish  it  from 
another  parish  of  the  same  name,  near  Upchurch,  in  this  county. 
This  place  is  written  in  the  Textui  Roffensts,  Haolebtow, 
and  in  other  records,  Aglestow. 

The  church,  with  Halstow  street  adjoining,  is  situated  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  parish ;  in  addition  to  which,  there  are 
several  smaller  hamlets,  as  Clinches  street,  Fenn  street,  &c.  tbs 
northern  part,  being  one  half  of  the  parish,  is  marsh  land, 
bounded  by  the  river  Thames ;  the  hills  cover  the  greater  part ; 
the  soil  and  the  country  is  otherwise  of  the  same  description  as 
that  of  Hoo,  last  described,  in  every  particular. 

The  botai.ty  of  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Hoo  claims  over 
the  parish,  and,  as  such,  this  place  was  anciently  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  family  of  Bardolf;  from  which  it  passed  in 
lik«  manner  to  the  Poinz's  and  Qrey's ;  and  from  them,  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  to  Edward  Villiera,  esq.,  whose  descendant,  the 
earl  of  Jersey,  afterwards  possessed  this  property. 

Reginald  de  Cobham  held  an  estate  in  this  parish,  and  in  ths 
14th  of  Edward  HI.,  procured  a  charter  of  ^ee  tcorren  in  all 
bis  demesne  lands  in  this  parish  of  Halgesco. 

John  de  Cobham,  lord  Cobham,  gave  an  estate  in  this  parish 
to  the  chantry  of  Cobham,  founded  by  bim. 

The  prioress  and  convent  of  Dartford,  and  the  college  of  All 
Saints,  in  Maidstone,  likewise  possessed  lands  in  this  parish  j 
part  of  the  latter  were  the  marshes  of  Eastwick  and  Spert, 
which,  by  grant  from  the  crown,  afterwards  devolved  to  the 
family  of  the  Somers's,  which  held  them  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  This  tine,  as  appears  by  their  pedigree  in  the 
Heraldic  Visitation  of  Kent,  a.d.  1619,  separated  into  two 
brauches,  one  of  St.  Margaret's,  Rochester,  and  the  other  of  this 
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puiih  of  HaUtow.  They  bore  for  Iheir  arms,  Vert,  a  fat  dan- 
tetle,  ermine. 

Ualstow  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubisoictiom  of 
the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Kochester;  the  church  being  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Margaret. 

IntbechancelarethefollowinghrasspUteB:  ivocoaX&quarterti/, 
6nt.  parted  per  fets,  indented;  second,  a  chevron  between  three 
oDcn,  or,  ^ower-pot$i  and  an  inscriptioo  for  William  Paike, 
miniater  of  High  HaUtow,  obt.  1(^18,  and  Anne  his  wife;  two 
brauea  for  William  Qroby,  rector,  obt.  1398,  and  William  his 
fitber,  obt.  1396.  In  the  church,  a  tomb  for  William  Somer, 
gcDC  of  thiB  parish,  erected  by  William,  hia  son,  in  lfi07,  and 
Rpaired  by  Richard  Soner,  gent,  of  Clifford's  Inn,  in  1672. 

The  rectory  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £14  6  7},  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £1  8  6}.  In  MiftQ,  this  rectory  was  eHti- 
mited  at  £100  per  annum.  Sir  Edward  Hales  being  patron,  end 
Mr.  Benjamin  Cromp  incumbent.  In  1784,  the  value  of  this 
rectory  was  £295  per  annum,  the  clear  net  profit  being  £330. 

In  1821  there  were  forty-nine  dwellings  in  the  pikriah  of  tialstow; 
ud  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tioa  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabi- 
liats  were  as  follow:  males  199,  females  151,  making  a  total 
of  360  souls. 

Northeastward  from  Halstow  lies  St.  Mary's,  Hoo,  distin- 
guished from  others  of  the  same  name  in  this  county  by  the 
■ddition  of  At  Hoo,  near  Rochester,  both  of  which  are  fre- 
quently used  in  deeds  relating  to  the  same. 

There  are  two  parishes  mentioned  in  the  Textut  Roffensis 
by  the  names  of  Ordmceret  cirre  de  Hou,  and  Deremannes 
tme  de  Hou,  which  certainly  mean  this  parish  and  that  of 
Allballows,  adjoining.  We  should  imagine  that  the  former  was 
the  name  belonging  to  [his  parish  of  St.  Mary's. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary's,  with  the  villase  adjoining,  is 
■itusttd  about  half  a  mile  from  the  marshes,  extending  as  much 
finber  towards  the  river  Thames,  which  is  its  northern  boundary. 
It  lies  much  lower  and  more  level  than  the  adjoining  parish  of 
Hilitow;  the  soil  in  general  being  more  fertile  and  not  so 
gravdly,  though  about  Combe,  which  is  situated  midway 
bettKCD  St.  Mary's  church  and  the  marshes,  the  land  is  poor. 
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and  much  covered  with  furze  and  h<;fith.  It  is.  in  otiier  par- 
ticulars, of  much  th'e  same  description  as  the  other  pariahea  iu 
this  hundred. 

Tub  hanob  of  St.  Mart's,  Hoc,  held  of  the  paramount 
manor  of  Hoo,  was,  together  with  the  mansion  called  St. 
JMary's  hall,  anciently  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  family  of 
Bardoir,  and  upon  the  division  of  the  estates  of  Robert  Baidolf 
among  his  five  nieces  and  coheirs,  this  manor  fell  to  the  share  of 
Hugh  Poinz,  in  right  of  Maud,  his  wife,  who  was  one  of  them. 
His  descendant,  Sir  Nicholas  de  Poinz,  sold  it  to  William  de 
Halden,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  50th  of  Edward  III.; 
io  whose  family  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Edward  IV..  when 
William  de  Halton,  as  the  name  was  then  spelt,  in  the  8th  year 
of  that  reign,  alienated  this  manor  to  William  Lemjne,  citizen 
of  London.  He  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  by  Sir  John 
Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V'l..  conveyed 
it  by  sale  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  afterwards  made  justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  who  died  about  the  lOth  of  Henry  VIII.,  and 
on  the  partition  of  his  lands  among  his  four  daughters  and  co- 
heirs, this  manor  was  allotted,  with  other  premises^  to  the  heirs 
of  his  daughter,  Mary,  then  deceased,  by  her  husband.  Sir 
William  Banentyne ;  and,  on  a  further  partition  of  her  share 
among  them,  Margaret,  one  of  her  daughters,  became  entitled 
to  this  manor.  She  carried  the  property  in  marriage  to  Sir 
John  Harcourt,  of  EInall,  in  Staffordshire;  and  they,  in  the 
30th  of  Henry  VIII.^  exchanged  the  manor  of  Su  Mary  wiUi 
John  Wiseman,  gent,  for  the  priory  of  Ronton,  in  Staffordshire, 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1558.  He  left  three  sons,  of  whom, 
Ralph,  the  second  son,  succeeded  to  the  manor  of  St.  Mary 
Hoo,  and  was  knighted  in  1 603 ;  he  was  of  RiTenhall,  in  Essex, 
where  he  died  in  1608.  The  family  of  the  Wiseman's  bore  for 
their  arms,  Sable,  a  chevron  between  three  croneU  of  lilting 
spears,  argent.  This  branch  of  Rivenhall  bore  the  Chevron 
ermine.  His  descendant.  Sir  William  Wiseman,  of  Riven 
ball,  was  created  a  baronet  in  166U,  who  alienated  this  manor, 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  reit;n  of  Charles  II.,  to  Captain  John 
Daniel,  whose  arms  were.  Argent,  a  pale  fuiilly,  sable.  His 
daughter  and  heir  carrii:d  it  in  marringe  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fsunce, 
gent,  of  St.  Margaret's,  Rochester,  whose  son,  Thomas  Fauitce, 
esq.  was  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  this 
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but  find  it,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  tbe  potusaion  of 

Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington  castle,  and  be  conTeyed  it 
away  in  that  reign,  among  other  premiees,  to  tbe  king;  when 
U  appears  to  have  remainecl  vested  in  the  crown  till  Queen 
Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham. 

At  the  commencement  of  tbe  reign  of  George  II.,  this  manor 
of  Coombe  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  of  the  rector  of  St. 
George's  church,  BloomBbury,  London,  with  part  of  a  som  of 
tnoney,  allotted  at  the  first  erection  of  the  same  in  1731,  towards 
tbe  sapport  of  the  rector ;  which  money  was  directed  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  as  a 
perpetud  fund,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rector  and  his  snc- 


.  St.  Mart's,  Hoo,  is  withinthe ecclesiastical  jdbisdic- 
TiON  of  the  diocese  and  deanerjf  of  Rochester.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  small  building,  consisting  of  one 
aisle  and  a  chancel.  In  tbe  nave  is  an  inscription  in  memory 
of  Thomas  Lukyn,  obt.  1412,  and  Joane  bis  wife;  in  the  church- 
yard is  a  tomb,  partly  sunk  into  the  ground,  being  a  memento 
for  Henry  While,  a  benefactor  to  this  parish,  and  others  in  this 
heigh  bourbood. 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £16  12  I,  the 
yearly  Unths  being  £1  13  2). 

In  1821  there  were  thirty  dwellings  in  tbe  parish  of  St.  Mary, 
Hoo ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow  ;  males  167,  females  119,  making  a  total 
of  266  souls. 

Eastward  from  St.  Mary's  lies  the  parish  of  Allballows,  so 
called  from  the  church  being  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  commonly 
denominated  All  Hallows. 

This  parish  lies  low  and  unhealthy,  having  tbe  marshes 
both  on  the  north  and  east  sides,  tbe  boundary  of  the  former 
being  the  river  Tiiames,  and  of  the  latter,  the  water  called  the 
North  Inlet,  which  separates  it  from  the  Isle  of  Grain.  The 
soil  is  the  same  as  that  of  St.  Mary's,  last  described,  but,  lying 
lower,  is  more  fertile.  The  village,  with  the  cbuicb,  stands 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  tbe  marshes,  at  tbe  north-«ast  end 
of  the  upland,   having  no  thoroughfare,  except  towards  the 
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■nd  it  altogether  a  moat  unfrequented  and  dreaiy 
•itoation. 

The  paratnoiint  manor  of  Hoo  claims  over  this  parish,  subor- 
diuate  to  which  is  the  manob  of  WiHOHiLt,  which,  in  th^ 
teigo  of  Edward  I.,  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  abbot  and 
cooTent  of  Reading ;  with  whom  it  remained  till  the  dissolution, 
BDder  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  surrendered  to  the  king,  who 
granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt.  of  Allington  castle,  to  bold 
m  entile,  b;  the  service  of  the  tenth  part  of  one  knight's  fee  j 
bat  he,  in  the  34th  year  of  that  reign,  conveyed  it  back  to  the 
king. 

The  manor  of  Windhill  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  reign 
oi  James  I.,  who  granted  it  to  the  city  of  London,  whence  it 
ma  soon  afterwards  conveyed  by  sale,  by  the  trustees  of  that 
corporation,  to  Sir  William  Qarway,  of  London,  who  died  poa>- 
seised  of  it  in  1625,  and  left  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  seventeeo 
diildiea,  of  whom,  Henry,  the  second  son,  succeeded  him  in 
tliis  manor.  He  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  lord  mayor  ia 
1640;  one  ef  bis  descendants  alienated  it,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.>  to  Richard  Head,  of  Rochester,  from  whom  it 
deKeoded  down  to  Sir  Francis  Head,  hart,  of  the  Hermitage, 
in  Higham.  He  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  1768; 
(■bsequent  to  which,  it{)aBsed  down  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
teat,  and  hie  other  estates,  to  bis  heirs,  viz.  one  fourth  to  the 
daaghter  of  Francis  Roper  Head,  esq.;  another  fourth  to  James 
Roper  Head,  esq. ;  and  the  remaining  moiety  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Campbell  Lill,  who  became  entitled  to  the  fee  of  the  same. 

Alluallows  houss  is  an  estate  here,  the  mansion  of  which 
it  situated  adjoining  the  churchyard,  and  was  formerly  a  seat  of 
good  account,  being  anciently  called  AUkallows  placet  and 
the  Place  house.  It  was  once  the  estate  of  the  eminent  family 
of  the  Pimpe's,  of  Pimpe's  court,  in  East  Farleigh;  one  of 
whom.  Sir  Philip  de  Pimpe,  was  proprietor  of  estates  within 
this  hundred,  who,  together  with  others,  in  the  Uth  of 
Edward  III.,  were  assessed,  to  furnish  OQt  twelve  men  at  arms, 
utd  six  hobelers,  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coast  at  Yenlade,  in 
Hoo;  of  which  number.  Sir  William  de  Pimpe,  was  to  find  two 
men  at  arms.  His  descendant,  Thomas  Pimpe,  senior,  died  in 
the  I4th  of  Edward  I V.,  and  was  interred  in  AUhatlows  church. 
Helefti  aa  now  appeurs  by  wilt  in  the  registrar's  office  in  this 


^niized  by  Google 


180  HISTORY  OF  THS 

dioceie,  two  aons,  William  and  John,  and  three  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  Mai^iy,  waa  prioress  of  Mailing.  Soon  after  which, 
this  estate  passed  by  purchase  to  the  family  of  Copinger's,  of 
which  line  Sir  William,  son  of  Sir  Waiter  Copinger,  of  Buxaltf 
in  Suffolk,  was  lord  mayor  in  1512,  in  which  year  he  died.  They 
bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  three  bendlets,  gules,  turmounted  of  a 
/est  azure,  charged  with  three  plates.  His  descendant.  Ralph 
Copinger,  esq.,  \eft  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  the 
eldest,  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  Harbottle  Grimston,  eldest  ton  of 
Edward  Grimston,  of  Bradfield,  in  Essex,  and  he  in  her  right 
became  possessed  of  this  estate,  and  was  afterwards  created  a 
baronet.  His  second,  but  eldest  surviving  son.  Sir  Harbottle 
Grimston,  succeeded  him  in  this  estate,  and  after  the  death  of 
Charles  I.,  was  strenuous  in  his  endeavours  to  promote  the 
Restoration;  of  which,  as  well  as  of  his  merits,  Charles  II.,  at 
his  return,  entertained  a  just  sense.  H«  was  elected  speaker  of 
the  house  of  Commons  at  the  Restoration,  as  well  as  master  of 
the  rolls,  and  died  in  1683,  when  he  was  succeeded  in  title  and 
estates  by  Sir  Samuel  Grimston,  bart.,  his  only  surviving  son, 
who,  upon  Coming  to  possession,  soon  after  alienated  this  estate. 
After  some  intermediate  owners,  it  was  sold,  in  1713,  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Fasham,  of  Deal ;  from  whom  it  descended  to  his 
grandchildren,  Samuel  and  Edward  Tloby,  of  Deal,  and  Mr. 
Bethel  Dawes,  their  brother  in  law ;  Mr.  Edward  Roby  died  in 
1775,  Mr.  Dawes  in  1776,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Roby  in  1777. 
Mr.  Dawes  devised  his  interest  in  this  estate  to  Mr.  Charles 
Feme  Sawkins,  for  liTe,  with  remainder  to  Mr.  Samuel  and 
Edward  Roby,  aforesaid  ;  tlie  latter  of  whom  dying  before  the 
testator,  the  fee  of  the  reversion  of  Mr.  Dawes's  third  part, 
afWr  Mr.  Sawkins's  death,  became  vested,  ohe  part  id  the 
testator's  heirs  at  law,  and  the  other  in  the  children  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Roby,  who  died  in  1777.  The  other  two  thirds  of  this 
estate  passed  to  the  children  of  Mr.  Samuel  and  Mr.  Edward 
Roby,  of  Deal,  brothers,  both  deceased,  as  aforesaid. 

Mention  is  made  in  the  court  rolls  of  Hoo  manor,  of  the 
manor  of  Tfewhall,  in  this  parish. 

Allhallows  is  within  the  bcclesiastical  jobisdiction 
of  the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester ;  the  church  being 
dedicated  to  All  Saints,  commonly  called  Allhallows. 

In  this  edifice  are  the  following  monuments  and  inscriptions  : 
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in  tbe  chancel,  m  brass  for  Stef>hea  Cheraton,  vicar,  obt.  1518; 
and  another  for  William,  Bon  of  Henry  Copinger,  obt.  1&94. 
Bit  monatneot  was  fixed  against  the  north  wall,  but  the  chancel 
becoming  ruinous,  this  monument  was  destroyed,  whereon  was 
a  shield ,  with  three  betidUts  surmoutHed  of  a  fesa  charged  with 
three  ruadles,  within  a  bordure.  On  the  south  wall  is  a  monu- 
ment.'almost  defaced,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  Copinger'a,  with 
twelre  quarterings,  for  Thomas  Copinger,  of  Buxall,  eldest  son 
of  Henry  Copinger,  esq.,  which  was  erected  by  bis  son  and 
hdr  in  1587. 

The  vicarage  of  this  church  was  a  discharged  living  in  the 
king's  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £30,  the  yearly  tenths 
being  1 6s.  9id. 

In  182 1  there  were  thirty-three  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Atlhallows ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  mates  142,  females  117,  making 
a  total  of  269  souls. 

Stokk,  the  last  parish  in  this  hundred,  lies  next  southward 
from  that  of  ADhallows,  a  small  part  of  which  is  within  the 
hmidred  of  Shamel.  This  place,  as  appears  by  the  Textut 
Jfo^Msi*,  was  called  Andscoheaham  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons. 
In  Domesday  it  is  entered  Estookes,  and  Stockes;  and,  in 
later  deeds,  by  its  present  name  of  Stoke.  ^ 

Eadbbbbt,  king  of  Kent,  gave  part  of  his  land  for  the  good 
of  his  soul,  and  the  remission  of  his  sins,  to  the  bishopric  of 
St.  Andrew's,  in  Rochester;  and  Ealdulf,  also  a  bishopiof  the 
tame  place,  gave  the  district  called  Hohg,  at  &  place  there 
named  Andscohesham,  containing,  by  estimation,  ten  plough 
lands,  with  all  appurtenances,  which  gift  was  confirmed  by 
Arcfabisfaop  Nothelm  and  King  Ethelbert,  in  the  metropolitan 
city  in  738.  This  estate  was  afterwards  wrested  from  the 
church  of  Rochester  during  the  Danish  wars,  end  subsequently 
possessed  by  Earl  Godwin  of  two  men,  who  held  it  of  the 
bishop  of  Koehester,  and  sold  it  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
biihop.  The  earl  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son.  Earl  Harold, 
king  of  England,  after  whose  death  William  the  Conqueror 
gave  this  manor  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  but  Lanfranc,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  recovering  the  manor  of  Stoke  from  that 


^niized  by  Google 


I8f  HISTORY  OP  THE 

rapacious  prelate,  at  the  solemn  usembly*  held  at  PetuDdea 
heath  in  1076,  restored  it,  with  its  church,  to  Gondiil|4i, 
bishop  or  Rochester,  which  gift  was  coDfirmed  by  Archbishop 
Anselm,  and  several  of  his  auccessora. 

Gandolph  having  divided  the  reTeaoes  of  his  church  between 
himself  and  his  convent,  allotted  this  manor  to  the  share  of  the 
monks,  ad  victum,  that  is,  to  the  use  of  their  refectory. 

On  bishop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill's  coming  to  the  see  of  Rodies- 
ler,  in  1185,  he  found  it  much  impoverished  by  the  i^f^  of 
several  of  the  best  estates  belonging  thereto,  made  by  bishop 
Gundulph  to  the  monks  of  his  priory,  which  occasioned  a  dis- 
pute, the  bishop  claiming  this  manor  as  having  belonged  to  iJie 
maintenance  of  bis  table.  In  consequence  of  this,  though  he 
deprived  them  of  the  church  of  Stoke,  yet  they  continued  in 
possesMon  of  this  maoor^  with  its  appendages,  till  the  diswlv 
tion  under  Henry  VIII. 

In  the  7th  of  Edward  I.  the  bishop  of  Rochester  claimed 
certain  liberties  by  the  grant  of  Henry  I.  in  all  his  lands  and 
fees,  and  others  by  ancient  custom,  in  the  lands  of  his  priory 
in  Stdie,  and  other  lands  belonging  to  this  church,  which  were 
allowed  by  the  jury,  as  they  were  again  in  the  2l8tyear  of 
that  reign,  upon  a  quo  tearranto.  Again,  in  the  7th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  tbey  were  confirmed  by  letters  of  inspeximus,  granted 
by  Edward  III.,  and,  in  the  Slst  of  Edward  I.,  on  another  9110 
warranto,  the  prior  of  Rochester  claimed  tliat  he  and  his  prede- 
cetflors  bad,  in  the  manors  of  Stoke,  tt'em  0/  fnmkpledge  from 
beyond  memory,  which  was  allowed  by  the  jury.  He  further 
,  claimed ^e  tnureii  by  grantfromHenry  I.,  but  the  jury  found 
that  neither  he  nor  his  predecessore  had  used  it,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  was  therefore  determined  that  they  should  remain 
without  that  liberty ;  but  Edward  I.,  by  his  charter  in  hie  23d 
year,  granted  that  liberty  to  tiie  prior  and  convent,  in  all  their 
demesne  lands  of  this  manor,  among  others,  so  that  no  one 
should  ent«  in  them  either  to  hunt,  or  take  anything  which  be- 
longed to  warren,  without  their  licence,  on  the  forfeiture  of  £10, 
In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  the  manor  of  Stoke  was  valued  at  £9, 
At  the  dissolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochester,  under  Henry  VII  I., 
this  manor  was  sarrendned  to  the  king,  who  settled  it  on  bis 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  with  whom  the  iuberitasce  has 
aince  remained. 

1 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


COVNTY  OF  KENT.  18S 

nere  it  a  conrt-Ieat  tad  coart-baron  beld  for  this  manor. 

[iil720JacobSawbridge.e8q.,oaeof  the  South  Sea  directors, 
purchased  the  lease  of  liie  manor  farm  of  Stoke,  under  the 
jeariy  rent  of  £28,  clear  of  all  taxes,  the  rack  rent  of  which 
was  £90  per  annam.  The  lessee  was  afterwards  the  earl  of 
DamleT. 

ToDEKSi  formerly  spelt  Teudert,  is  a  manor  in  this  parish, 
laeientljr  held  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  as  of  his  manor  of 
8loke. 

In  the  13th  of  King  John  this  estate  was  held  by  Hugo  de 
Stokea,  as  half  a  knight's  fee,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochoter,  by 
knight's  aerrice.  His  descendant,  Theodore  da  Stokes,  after- 
wards possessed  it,  and  ingrafted  his  name  therein,  as  from 
that  time  this  manor  was  called  Theodores,  and,  for  brevity^ 
Tmdon,  Pbilipott  says  he  had  seen  an  ancient  roll  of  Kantish 
trms,  wherein  Tudor  of  Stoke  bore  the  same  coat  armour  with 
Owen  Theodore,  vulgarly  called  Tuder,  being  Axttre,  a  chevron 
ietweenjbur  hehtett,  argent. 

After  that  name  became  extinct  here,  this  manor  passed  into 
dielineof  the  Woodward's,  <»ie  of  whom,  Edward  Woodward, 
pOBseaaed  it  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  <tf  Henry  VIII,  His 
dcacCDdant,  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  conveyed 
it  to  John  Wilkins,  gent.,  of  Stoke  parson^e,  who  died  in  the 
19th  year  of  that  reign,  and  was  succeeded  herein  by  his  heir, 
George  Wilkins,  gent.,  who  married  Elizabeth,  one  of  thedaugh- 
ten  of  Mr.  John  Copioger,  of  Allhallows,  by  whom  he  left  no 
istae.  He  lies  buried  in  this  church,  his  arma  being,  Gtilei,  on 
a  etnroii,  argemt,  a  deini  Son  between  tm  martlett,  table,  be- 
tween three  meli  theUt^  or.  One  of  his  descendants,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  the  estate  to  one  Bright,  and 
Edward  Bright,  clerk,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1670,  on  which 
this  estate,  by  virtue  of  a  mortgage  term,  passed  into  the  pos- 
MMtMi  of  William  Norcliffe,  esq.  of  the  Temple,  London,  whose 
widow  possessed  it  after  bis  decease,  and,  upon  her  demise,  it 
beearae  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Soutbwdl,  of  Wis- 
heach,  in  the  isle  of  Ely. 

Huga  de  Stokes,  owner  of  this  manor  in  the  reiga  of  King 
Stephen,  give  the  tithes  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew's  in  Ro- 
ikmamy  to  who«t  it  was  confirmed  by  Arcbhidiop  Theobald, 
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and  the  prior  and  coDveDt  of  Caqterbury,  and  tUo  by  tennl 

biahopB  of  Rochester. 

At  the  dissolution  of  the,  priory  of  Rocheeter,  under  Heniy 
VIII.,  this  portion  of  tithes,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  poi- 
sessions  of  the  monastery,  were  surrendered  into  the  hands  of 
the  king,  who  settled  them  on  bis  newly  erected  dean  fled 
chapter  of  Rochester,  wtiere  they  still  remain. 

This  portion  of  tithes,  called  Ttidor't  portion,  was  surreyed 
soon  after  the  death  of  Charies  I.  in  1649,  when  it  was  returned 
that  the  same  arose  out  of  the  tenement  of  Tudor's,  and  several 
other  tenements,  called  Bartons,  in  the  parish  of  Stoke,  with  sii 
fields,  cootainiog  by  estimation  fifty-tbree  acres ;  the  imprOTed 
value  of  which  premises  was  £5  per  annum,  all  of  which  were 
let  by  the  Atg,B  and  chapter,  in  the  3d  of  Charles  1.,  to  Sarah 
Wilkina,  at  6s.  8d.  per  annum. 

The  lessee  was  afterwards  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  esq.  of 
HoUingboume,  in  this  county. 

Malhayms  is  a  manor  in  this  parish, now  commonly  knowa 
by.  the  name  of  Maamen'i  hall,  which  was  given,  as  well  aa  that 
of  Stoke,  by  the  Conqueror,  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeuz,  wbidi 
was  recovered  from  him  at  the  solemn  assembly  held  at  Penen- 
den  heath,  as  having  before  belonged  to  the  church  of  Ro- ' 
Chester. 

After  that  period  it  became  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
family  of  the  Malmain's,  a  branch  of  which  resided  here,  and 
fixed  its  name  thereon.  John  de  Malmaines,  son  of  Henry,  died 
possessed  of  it  in  the  lOth  of  Edward  II.,  and,  in  the  20th  of 
Edward  HI.,  the  heirs  of  Thomas  de  Malmainis,  of  Hoo,  paid 
aid  for  three  quarters  of  a  knight's  fee,  which  John  Malmainis 
had  before  held  of  the  king. 

Richard  Filiot  seems  soon  after  to  have  been  in  possession  of 
this  manor,  which  passed  from  him  into  the  family  of  the 
Corew's,  as  Nicholas  Carew,  of  Beddington,  in  Surrey,  died 
possessed  of  it  in  the  14th  of  Richard  II.  His  son,  Nicholas  de 
Carew,  armiger  de  Beddington  as  he  wrote  himself  in  the  9th 
of  Henry  V.,  conveyed  this  manor  by  sale  to  one  Iden,  from 
which  line  it  passed,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  John 
Parker,  whose  arms  were,  Sabte,  on  a  feii  engriule4,  argent, 
between  three  hinds  tripping,  or,  three  torteamx,  each  charged 
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witi  a  pheon  of  the  teeond,  which  cost  is  now  qvartered  by  U>nl 
TefahBin.  Hia  ■oledaoghU'T  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  carried  it  in 
muriage  to  Joha  Roper,  e^q.  of  Linsted,  who  was  fint  knighted, 
■ad  afterwards  created  Baron  Teynham,  in  Hob  eouaty ;  uid 
hit  son,  ChriAtopher  lord  Teynhafia  died  in  1632,  and  by  will 
devised  this  manor  to  his  second  son,  William  Roper,  eaq,,  who 
aliedatod  it  in  tb«  reign  of  Charles  I.  to  one  Jones.  In  his 
desocodanu  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  George  I.,  when  it 
passed  by  sale  from  that  name  to  Baldwin  Duppa,  esq.,  who 
died  in  1737;  and  bis  soo,  Baldwin  Puppa,  esq.  of  Hojling- 
boome  hill,  possessed  it  at  his  deatb  in  1764,  after  which  period 
it  conliaued  in  the  same  family  down  to  Bahiwin  Duppa  Duppa, 
tsq.  of  that  place. 

Sir  John  Malmaines,  <^  this  paxish,  in  1303  made  his  peti- 
tion to  Robert  Abbot,  and  the  conTent  of  Boxley,  appropriators 
of  this  chnroh,  that,  as  he  was,  on  acCoant  of  his  trauae  being 
ntiated  at  such  a  dtstance  from  the  parish  abmrch,  ofteD  pre- 
reoted  from  attending  divine  service,  hemi^tbe  sutfered  to 
bvild  an  oratory  for  himself  and  family  on  his  own  estate,  and 
have  a  priest  to  celebrate  divine  service  therein,  to  which  the 
abbot  and  convent  assented,  provided,  as  far  as  toight  be,  no 
prejadice  should  accrue  to  the  mother  church,  or  the  vicars  of 
the  tan>e,  which  license  was  confirmed  by  Thomas,  bishop  of 
Boehester,  the  same  year. 

,  Ralph  MalesmEBiDs,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  became  a  monk 
of  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  Rochester,  and  on  that  account 
granted  to  the  monks  there  hit  tithes  of  Stockea  ;  and,  after  his 
deatb,  Jlobert  Malesmsina,  his  son»  confirmed  it,  as  did 
Theobald,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Ralph  Prior,  and  the  con> 
vent  of  Canterbury. 

At  the  dissolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochester,  in  the  3'2d  of 
Beory  VIII.,  this  portion  of  tithes  was  surrendered  to  the  kin^, 
who  granted  the  same  to  bis  newly  erected  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochester,  where  the  inheritance  hns  sinc«  remained. 

The  lessee,  under  the  dean  and  chapter,  was  Baldwin  Duppa 
Sappa.esq.  of  Holliugbourne  bill. 

Reginald  de  Cobhata,  son  of  John  de  Cobham,  poseessed 
lands  in  this  parish,  and  in  the  Nth  of  Edward  III.  procured 
Jree  warrett  in  all  his  deaiesne  lands  in  Stoke. 

Henry  VIII.  granted  to  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  n  marsh 
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called  Coleman's,  otherwise  Bridge  marsh,  lying  in  Oysterlnncti 
otherwise  Eastland,  in  Stoke,  and  other  premtRes,  parcel  of  the 
priory  of  Christ  church,  to  hold  in  capile,  by  knight's  service. 

Stoke  is  within  the  EcrLBSlASTiCAi,  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocete  and  deottery  of  Rochester,  the  church  being  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Peter. 

.  In  the  chancel  are  the  following  brasses :  one  for  John 
Wilkins,  gent.,  born  in  this  parish,  and  married  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Copinger,  esq.  of  Allhallows,  ohiit  1575; 
armfi,  Wilkins  impaling  Copinger,  and  other  coats;  a  memento 
for  William  CardifF,  B.D.  vicar,  obiit  1416;  another  for  Frances 
Onmestone,  daughter  of  Ralph  Copinger,  esq.,  and  wife  of 
Henry  Onmestone,  esq.,  obiit  1608. 

This  church  waa  anciently  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of 
Stoke. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  abbey  of  Boxley,  under  Henry  VIII., 
the  church  and  vicarage  of  Stoke,  together  with  the  rest  of  the 
possessions  of  the  monastery,  were  surrendered  to  the  king, 
when  this  rectory,  with  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage,  was 
granted  by  that  prince  to  William  Ooodwyn,  to  hold  in  eajnte, 
by  knight's  service.  He  alienated  the  property  to  John  Parke, 
whose  only  daughter  cnrried  theoe  premises  in  marringe  to  John 
Roper,  of  Linsted,  who  sold  them  to  John  Wilkins,  gent.,  and 
he  levied  a  fine  of  them  in  E»ster  term,  and  died  possessed  of 
the  same.  They  have  since  passed  in  like  manner  as  Mal- 
maines  to  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  esq. 

The  vicarage  of  Stoke  was  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's 
books,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £ZQ,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
178.  2d. 

In  1650  this  vicarnge,  on  the  survey  taken,  was  valued  af 
£40.  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  then  being  the  incumbent, 

■Nicholas  de  Carew,  under  Edward  III.,  founded  a  chantry  in 
this  parish  for  two  priests  in  the  church  of  Stoke. 

In  1821  there  were  sixty-nine  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Stoke; 
and  St  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow :  males  193,  females  157,  making  a  total  of 
^0  souls. 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  SHAMEL. 

This  hundred  lying  eastward  of  that  of  Tolungtrow,  ia  written 
m  Domesday  record  Ettame/e,  and  in  other  records,  Scamele. 
In  the  6th  of  Henry  III.  this  hundred  belonged  to  the  Knigbta 
TenpUra,  but,  in  the  7^  of  Edward  I.,  was,  with  the  court- 
ket  and  profits,  in  posBession  of  Henry  de  Cobbam,  junior, 
eldest  SOD  of  Sir  John  lord  Cobfaani,  by  Joane  bis  Erst  wife, 
dai^bter  of  Sir  Robert  de  Septvana.  His  descendant,  John 
lord  CobhuD,  died,  holding  this  estate,  in  the  9th  of  Henry  IV. 
when  it  cootinued  in  hia  descendants  down  to  Henry  Brooke 
lord  CoUiam.  He,  being  atuinted  in  the  Ist  of  James  L,  and 
bNHid  guilty  of  treason,  was  spared  by  the  king's  clemency,  but 
this  bnndred,  among  his  other  estates,  was  vested  inthecrown, 
soon  after  which,  the  hundred  of  Shame),  with  the  manor  of 
Sboroe,  was  by  that  prince  granted  to  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of 
Salisbury,  who  sold  it  to  Sir  John  Lereson,  or  Lewson.  Hia 
brother.  Sir  Richard  Lewson,  of  Staffordshire,  under  Charles  1., 
alienated  the  property  to  Mr.  George  Woodyer,  since  which  it 
continued  in  the  same  owners '  as  the  manor  of  Shorne,  Mrs. 
Elisabeth  Gordon  haviog  become  owner  of  tbia  hundred,  with 
the  manor  of  Shorne  appendant. 

The  hundred  of  Shamel  contains  the  parishes  of  Cliff, 
Cowling,  High  ah.  Chalk,  Denton,  Me  rston,  Shorne, 
Fbindsbuby,  Cobhah  in  part,  Stboud,  Cookstonb, 
Halling,  with  the  churches  of  those  parishes,  and  part  <^ 
the  parish  of  Stoke,  whereof  the  church  stands  in  another 
hnndred. 

Cliff,  MBAR  Rochestbb.  Northeastward  frtmi  Higham 
Ilea  Cliff,  called  in  ancient  records  C/iVe,  and  sometimea 
BuAop'j  Clive.  It  is  also  named  Cliff  at  Hoo,  from  being 
-near  tJut  hundred  and  cliff  near  Rochester,  to  distinguish  it 
4nm  the  parish  of  the  same  name  near  Dover.  This  parish,  as 
well  as  that  close  to  Dover,  is  frequently  styled  West  Cliff,  the 
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former  as  being  westnard  of  ihe  latter,  and  the  latter  bb  bein;; 
westward  of  St.  Margaret  at  Cliff,  the  adjoiDiDg  parish  east- 
ward from  the  same. 

This  district  takes  its  oame  from  the  rock,  oc  cliff,  whereon 
it  stands,  and  is  by  many  supposed  to  have  been  the  spot,  called, 
in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  Cluveshoe,  where  several  councils 
were  held  by  the  British  bishops,  of  which  a  further  accouut 
will  be  given. 

This  parish  is  very  large,  extending  about  five  miles  from 
north  to  Boulh,  of  which  nearly  three  are  mamh  lands,  reacfaiag 
to  the  Thames,  which  constitutes  its  noitbera  bwuKlBTy,  and 
encirclcB  the  whole  level,  winding  round  it  in  the  form  of  a 
crescent.  The  situatimi  is  pleasant,  but  extremely  vohealthy, 
in  coni^uence  of  its  contiguity  to  tlie  great  quantity  of  marsh 
land.  The  npland  lies  high,  though  being  moatly  a  level  wif 
fiice,  the  soil  dry  and  fertile,  consietiDg  of  a  loaosy  mould,  «sp&> 
daily  m  the  common  unenclosed  field,  which  comprehends  the 
middlepart  of  (he  parish,  ai>d  contaim  upward*  of  3000  acna 
of  arable  land.  However,  adjoining  to  it,  near  Cowling,  tbt 
soil  becomes  very  wet  and  poor,  and  much  covered  wiUi  bushes, 
and  thick  hedge-rows.  Southward  of  the  common  field,  on  the 
road  to  Rochester,  the  land  riaes  to  the  hilly  country  at  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  pariah,  situated  at  whic4  place  ia  (^ 
manor  of  Mortimers. 

The  village  of  Cliff,  caMed  Church  street,  sunds  on  <ba 
northern  edge  of  the  uf^aod,  on  the  chalk  cliff  overhanging  Ui« 
adjoining  level  of  marshes,  having  the  church  withta  it,  aeon- 
spicuous  object  to  the  river  and  neighbouring  ceuaty.  Near 
die  churchyard  is  a  capital  neesusgc  and  estate,  called  Cmirt- 
tole,  for  many  generations  the  property  of  the  family  of  t^ 
Kopei^,  some  of  whom  occasionally  resided  here.  It«ontinBe4 
in  that  name  till  Christopher  lord  Teynham,  in  1645,  ahesated 
it  to  Sir  Edward  Monina,  bart. ,  of  Waldeishare,  whosa  brother, 
SirThomas,  by  will  in  1676,gaveit  to  dame  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
as  she  did  in  like  manner,  in  1705,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Short,  who 
had  married  Elixabeth,  her  niece.  He,  in  1721, conveyed  it  by 
sale  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hasted,  of  Chatham,  whose  grandson  Ed- 
ward, of  Canterbaiy,  afterwards  inherited  the  same.  It  suba^ 
qwittly  passed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  gent.,  of  HortOD,  in 
this  county. 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTV  OF  KENr.  Ifift 

It  ii  isid  that  this  village  was  fomwriy  much  larger,  great 
ptrt  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  a,d.  1520,  which  accident  it 
Bererreoovered,  the  BumberoF  inhabitants  oonHtantly  lessening. 
A  hir  ia  held  here  on  October  lOth,  annually. 

Not  far  distant  is  aootber  village,  calted,  from  its  8itnatton,WeBt 
itreet,  abovt  half  a  mile  fron  which  is  the  parsonage  house,  a 
naoaion  fit  for  the  incumbents  of  bo  rich  a  benefice,  thoogh 
iddora  occupied  by  tbera.  In  Uie  marges,  which  are  called 
Cliff  lave),  (nnd«r  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  ofseweiB, 
held  at  Rochester,)  there  is  a  common  mead,  which  is  jointly 
stocked  t^  the  owners  of  estates  here,  according  to  the  property 
ibey  are  entitled  to  therein. 

Tliis  IB  in  general  sspposed  to  be  the  place  mentioned  nnder 
the  nana  of  Cloreshoe,  meaning  Cliff  at  Hoo,  where  several  of 
the  eomcila  of  the  British  bishops  were  formerly  held.  Of  this 
opinioa  are  Camden,  Baxter,  &c.  and  indeed  Mr.  Somner,  but 
others  are  inclined  to  think  that  Cloveshoe  meant  Abingdon,  in' 
Berkshire,  anciently  written  Sbeoresham  corruptly  for  Cleove* 
tknm.  They  u^e  that,  in  addition  to  the  simiUrity  of  appel- 
tstion,  WAS  the  coDvenienee  of  its  sitaatjon  for  the  membera 
who  attended  those  councils,  that  place  being  in  the  centre  of 
the  isUnd,  and  in  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  whereas  Cliff  occut 
plea  a  tetired  spot  in  Kent,  being  extremely  inconvenient  on 
that  account  for  the  major  part  of  those  who  bad-  business  to 
Itanaact  there.  Dr.  Plot  sagaciously  observes)  it  is  no  wonder 
the  kings  of  Herein  convened  councils  in  Kent,  which  at  that 
line  they  had  wbolly  conquered,  as  Cuthred,  king  of  Kent,  in 
796,  -wae  not  able  to  give  a  small  piece  of  land  to  Christ  church, 
withont  the  permission  of  Cenulf,  kin^  of  Mercia. 

In  a  natioaa)  synod,  assembled  at  Hertford  in  673,  at  which 
At  erehbiebop  of  Canterbury  presided,  it  was  determined  that 
a  council  should  be  annually  held  at  Clovesboe.  Whether  this 
■eetiog  oocurred  regularly  we  do  nM  know,  the  following  are 
the  tnly  ioalanocn  transmitted  to  posterity : 

In  742  •  great  council  was  held  there,  at  which  Ethelbald, 
king  of  Mercia,  presided,  when  Cuthbert,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and   the  rest  o>f  the  bishops,  likewise  sat  in  the 

Ib  747  a  famous  council  was  held  diere,  under  Archbishop 
Cuthbert,  on  which  occaaion  were  present,  in  addition  to  the 
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biahops  and  priests,  many  other  eccleBiasUcs,  wilh  EtlidbiM 

fcing  of  Mercia,  attended  by  his  princes  and  great  men. 

In  798  another  council  was  held  under  Archbishop  Athelard. 

In  800  a  provincial  council  was  conreacd  at  Clovesboe,  by 
Cenulf,  king  of  Mercia,  and  Athelard,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, all  the  bishops  of  the  )HOvjnce,  the  gieat  men,  abbots, 
and  other  persons  of  dignity,  being  present. 

In  803  a  council  was  held  by  Athelard,  and  twelve  bishops, 
at  which  the  see  of  Canterbury,  according  to  the  precept  of 
Pope  Leo  III.,  was  restored  to  its  pristine  rights. 

In  822  a  synodal  council  was  held  at  that  noted  place  called 
Cloveshoe,  Bernulf  king  of  Mercia,  and  Wlfred  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  presiding,  all  the  bishops,  abbots,  and  noUes,  of 
whatsoever  dignity  they  might  be,  also  attending,  whoi,  among 
other  things,  the  injuries  done  to  the  church  of  Canterbury  hy 
Ceonuir,  king  of  Mercia,  were  discvssed,  and  several  landa  re- 
stored to  that  see ; — and 

In  824,  or  826,  a  synodal  council  was  held  at  Clofeahoum, 
Beomulf  king  of  Mercia,  and  Archbishop  Wlfred,  presiding, 
with  the  bishops,  abbots,  and  all  the  princes  of  the  Meroiaus, 
sitting  at  the  same. 

King  Richard  II.,  in  his  lat  year,  directed  his  writs  to  the 
sheriflb  of  Kent  and  Essex,  commanding  tbem  t4>  erect  beacons 
on  either  side  of  the  river  Thames,  opposite  to  each  other,  in 
order  that,  by  the  firing  of  the  same,  notice  might  be  given  of 
any  sudden  attempt  at  invasion  by  the  enemy.  In  oonsequenoe 
of  such  ordinance,  one  beacon  was  erected  at  Cliff,  and  another 
at  Tilbury,  in  Essex,  among  the  several  places  designated  along 
the  hanks  of  the  river. 

This  parish  was  anciently  bound  to  contribute,  among  other 
places  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  the  repairs  of  the  ninth  pier  of 
Rochester  bridge. 

The  hakob  of  Cliff,  with  its  appurtenances,  was  given 
to  the  priory  of  Christ  church,  in  Canterbury,  in  the  time  of  the 
Saxon  heptarchy,  its  possessions  having  been  subseqntntly 
increased  by  King  Offa,  who,  in  791,  gave  Punmalingdene, 
and  Queen  Ediva,  in  860,  Oysterland,  bestowing  also  various 
other  benefactions.  The  whole  remained  parcel  of  the  poasas- 
sions  of  the  priory  at  the  consecration  of  Archbishop  Lanfranc, 
in  tlio  4th  of  William  the  Conqueror,  whan  that  prelate,  in  the 
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Jirition  made  of  the  revennes  of  his  church,  allotted  the  manors 
ofChff,  Mallingden,  and  Bufy  court,  in  this  parish,  for  the 
Mbniteoce,  clothing,  and  other  necessary  purposes,  of  the 
nonks  of  Christ  church  ;  but  the  premises  called  Prior's  hall, 
.  Hornng,  East  Marah,  Bishop's  Marsh,  and  others,  he  retained 
SI  part  of -the  revenues  of  the  see  of  Canterbury,  for  the  use  of 
kimselfand  his  ■ucceasora. 

These  possessions  appertaining  to  the  priory  were  entered  in 
tire  general  survey  of  Domesday,  under  the  title  of  Terra 
ifMiacAontm  Arehiepi,  in  which  record  the  archbishop  himself 
u  stated  to  have  held  them. 

In  the  16th  of  Henry  III.  the  possessions  of  the  priory  of 
Christ  church  in  Cliff  and  Grean  were  valued  at  £9,  and  Ed- 
win) II.,  in  bis  lOth  year,  granted  to  the  priory  of  Christ 
ebiirdi_^e  warren  in  all  their  demesne  lands  they  bad  possessed 
in  the  tinoe  of  his  grandfather.  In  an  ancient  valuation  the 
lemporalities  of  the  priory  in  this  pansh  were  estimated  at  jE^130 
per  annum.  It  appears  by  the  Texlus  Roffensis,  that  there 
«w  onee  a  chapel  at  this  manor  of  West  Cliffe. 

I^eae  manors  and  premist-s  continued  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  priory  of  Christ  church,  till  the  dissolution  under  Henry 
VIII,,  wben,  being  surrendered  to  the  crown,  the  king,  in  his 
32d  ye«r,  granted  to  Sir  George  Brooke  lord  Cobhum,  the  ma- 
non  of  West  CliflT  and  Bury  court,  the  marsh  grounds  called 
Great  H«rsing  marsh.  Shepherd's  hope.  South  marsh  and 
Taekaeys.in  this  paiieh,  together  with  other  premises  in  Stoke. 
to  bold  in  tapUe,  by  knight's  service,  at  the  annual  rental  of 
£7  13  8J:  and  Edward  Vl.,  in  hia2d  year,  granted  also  the 
Btarabes  called  Burye  marsh,  otherwise  Patnche  marsh,  Cram- 
Udge  marsh,  Ilaverwick  marsh,  and  others  in  the  parishes  of 
West  Cliffe  and  Stoke,  to  hold  m  eapile,  by  knight's  service,  to 
the  Lord  Cobham.  His  grandson,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  being 
attainted  in  the  1st  of  James  I.,  his  estates  became  forfeited  to 
t]ie  crown  ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  manor  of  West  Cliff, 
whether  by  a  family  entail  or  otherwise  we  have  not  found, 
went  ioto  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Brooke,  second  son  of  Sir 
Henry  Brooke  Cobham,  fifth  son  of  the  above-mentioned  Lord 
Cobham.  He,  in  the  20th  of  Charles  I.,  in  consideration  of  his 
loyalty  and  sufferings,  was  created  Baron  Cobham  to  him  and 
Us  betn  male,  when  he  alienatetl  all  his  estates  in  this  parish, 
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sfljtuining  upwards  of  1400  acres  of  land,  with  otWra  in  the 
neighbourhoMl,  to  James  duke  of  Richmond,  who  died  po8> 
seised  of  them  in  1655,  after  which  they  descended  in  like  man- 
nerasCobhaD  hall,  down  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  earl  ofDarnley, 
who  is  the  present  possesaor  of  this  properly. 

A  court-Ieet  and  coart-haron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

The  manor  of  Burye,  or  Berry  court,  oir  the  attainder  of 
Henry  lord  Cobbam,  devolved  to  the  crown,  soon  after  which, 
the  revereioD  of  the  eatate,  after  the  death  of  the  Lady  Francet, 
bis  widom,  was  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salisbiiry, 
son  of  that  eminent  statesman,  William  lord  Borleieh,  who  had 
married  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Henry  lord  Cobbam.  above  men- 
tioned. He  passed  awaythis  manor  to  Bernard  Hyde,  esq.  of 
London,  in  whose  descendants  it  continued  far  many  genera- 
tions, until  sold  to  one  Harvey,  whose  son,  Snmnel  Clay  Harvey, 
esq.  died  possessed  of  it  in  1791,  when  his  heirs  and  assigm 
became  entitled  to  the  same. 

Thb  hanob  op  Mallingdsn,  nowcalled  MoLLANDSnd 
Dean  Fee.  on  the  dissolution  of  the  priory  of  Christ  ehareh, 
under  Henry  VIH..  passed  to  the  hands  of  the  king,  where  it 
continued  till  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  William  Ewen*, 
who  alienated  it  to  one  Brown,  from  whom  it  passed  to  Mr. 
Scunpner.  He  stdd  it  to  one  Hills,  whence,  after  some  inter- 
mission, it  was  conveyed  by  aale  to  the  Blackforrl's  of  Holnicote. 
in  Somersetshire.  Henrietta  Blackford,  spinster,  who  died  an 
infant  in  1733,  was  possessed  of  one  fourth  of  this  manor,  and 
other  lands  in  Cliff  and  Higham,  which  then  passed  to  her  coheirs, 
Elizabeth  Dyke,  of  Dulverton,  in  Somersetshire,  widow,  and 
Elizabeth,  her  daughter,  an  infant,  as  coparceners  in  fee  simple. 
Subsequent  to  that  period  Elizabeth  Dyke,  the  mother,  con- 
veyed these  premises  in  Somerset  and  Devonshire  to  her  son, 
Edward  Dyke,  snd  in  1735  procured  an  Act  of  Pariiament  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  in  the  above  counties,  for  others  in 
Oxfordshire  and  Kent,  when,  among  the  latter  was  this  manor, 
and  by  that  means  he  became  possessed  of  the  entire  fee,  in 
which  he  had  had  some  share  before.  He  died  without  issue,  and 
Elizabeth  bis  niece,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Dyke.  esq.  Of 
Felton,  became  his  heir,  being  then  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Ackland, 
bart.,  who,  in  her  r^ht,  became  possessed  of  the  estate.  This 
family  was  ori^nally  of  Lankey,  near  Barnstaple,  in  Devon,  and 
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derired  its  name  Trom  their  seat  there,  called  Acealan,  or  Acl«n, 
in  allomoo  to  which  they  bore  in  early  times  for  their  coat, 
Tiree  oak  leaoet  on  a  bend,  between  two  lions  rampant.  The 
Aclaad's  anciently  wrote  their  name,  De  Accalan,  and  after- 
wards Akelaneand  Acland.  John  Acland,  esq.  was  of  Columb 
John,  in  the  parish  of  Broad  Clift,  near  Exeter,  who,  by 
Charles  I.,  for  his  eminent  services  in  the  royal  cause,  was  made 
a  baronet,  but  the  letters  patent  being  destroyed  in  the  confusion 
of  those  times,  and  a  long  minority  ensuing  in  the  family  after 
the  Restoration,  new  letters  of  exemplification  were  not  granted 
till  1677.  However,  there  was  a  special  clause  therein  of  pre> 
cedency  from  the  date  of  the  first  patent.  His  direct  descendant 
was  Sir  Thomas  Ackland,  hart,  of  Columb  St.  John,  above 
mentioned,  the  family  bearing  for  their  arms,  Quarterlif  first 
tad  fourth,  argent,  on  a  bend,  lable,  three  Horn'  heads  erased, 
argent,  crowned,  or.  He  died  in  1753,  leaving  two  sons,  John 
Dyke  Acland,  esq.  ofPixton,  in  Somersetshire;  and  Thomas  ; 
the  latter  of  whom  at  length  succeeded  to  the  title  and  this 
estate,  which  he  died  possessed  of  in  1794,  when  it  afterwards 
passed  to  the  late  owner. 

This  manor  is  so  small,  that  the  court-baron  is  held  under  a 
tive,  there  being  no  manor  house  remaining. 

Pbior'b  Hall,  with  other  premises  retained  by  Archbishop 
Lanfrane,  in  this  parish,  as  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  see  of 
CanUrbury,  as  already  mentioned,  remained  in  the  possession 
aftbe  archbishop,  till  Hubert,  primate  of, Canterbury,  in  1195, 
under  Richard  I.,  with  the  consent  of  the  king,  and  for  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  the  churches  of  Canterbury  and  Rochester, 
^changed,  among  other  premises,  a  sheepcot,  in  Olive,  called 
Estmers,  and  220  sheep,  with  lands,  in  Cliv^,  belonging  to  the 
same,  as  well  as  certain  tenants  in  this  parish,  with  the  lands 
which  they  held,  and  the  rents,  services,  and  customs,  without 
any  reservation,  to  the  archbishop  and  his  successors,  for  the 
manor  of  Lambeth.  &c.  with  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew's,  in 
lUM^eiter,  to  the  use  of  their  refectory,  in  like  manner  as  they 
belbre  had  done  by  the  manor  of  Lambeth,  saving  to  the  bishop 
of  Rochester  all  episcopal  rights  ;  which  exchange  was  con-' 
irm«d  that  year  by  Richard  I.,  and  afterwards  by  King  John 
ia  bis  1st  and  2d  years. 

The  priory  of  St.  Andrew's  continued  in  possession  of  those 
tOL.  IV.  c  c 
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premiseB,  and  the  manor  belonging  thereto,  called  Prior's  hall, 
till  the  dissolution  under  Henry  VIII.,  when  they  were,  with 
ftll  rents  and  revenues,  surrendered  to  the  king,  who  settled  the 
same  on  his  newly  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  witb 
whom  they  still  continue. 

William  Gates,  gent,  of  Rochester,  died  possessed  of  the  lease 
of  these  premises  in  1768,  the  term  of  which  became  vested  in 
bis  executors,  after  which  it  passed  to  James  Roper  Head,  esq. 

Thb  other  fabt  op  this  paeish,  not  belonging  to  the 
archbishop,  or  church  of  Canterbury,  was  part  of  those  posses- 
sions with  which  the  Conqueror  enriched  Odo  bishop  ofBayeux, 
under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered  in  the 
record  of  Domesday.  On  the  disgrace  of  that  prelate,  and  the 
consequent  confiscation  of  his  estates,  the  manor  of  Gllff,  toge- 
ther with  those  of  Cardons  and  Mortimers,  were  surrendered  to 
the  crown. 

The  manor  of  Cardons,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1.,  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Cardon,  Robert  le  Ram, 
and  Alice  Salamon.  In  the  20tb  of  Edward  III.,  John  Cardon 
and  others,  held  it  of  the  manor  of  Horton  Kirkby,  as  the 
fourth  part  of  one  knight's  fee,  for  which  they  paid  respective 
aid  at  the  ceremony  of  constituting  the  Black  Prince  a  knight. 
Robert  le  Ram  died  in  the  36th  of  that  reign,  possessed  of  his 
part  of  this  estate;  Joan,  the  wife  of  John  Ram,  most  probably 
one  of  his  descendants,  hes  buried  in  this  church,  under  a  grave- 
stone, with  her  memorial  in  French,  cut  in  large  capitals,  ofa 
very  ancient  form,  round  the  verge  of  the  same. 

In  the  16th  of  Edward  IV.  this  estate  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  the  same  year  granted  to  tiie  Carthusian  monastery, 
commonly  called  the  Charterhouse,  in  West  Smithfield,  London. 
On  the  suppression  of  that  fraternity  it  went  to  the  crown,  and 
was  confirmed  to  the  king  by  the  Act  of  the  31st  of  that  reigu. 
In  the  same  year  the  king  granted  to  Thomas  Gibbons,  citizen 
and  vintner  of  London,  the  manor  of  Cardons,  a  tenement  called 
Ballards,  and  another  called  Mortimers,  and  all  othet  lands  in 
Cliff  and  Higham  late  belonging  to  the  above  monastery,  to 
bold  tn  capiVe,  by  knight's  service;  before  the  end  of  which 
year  he  bad  the  kmg's  licence  to  alienate  tl^is  manor,  with 
Ballards  and  Draps,  and  their  appurtenances  in  Cliff,  and  other 
premises,  to  Oliver  Leder.     How  long  the  manor  of  Cardons 
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coDtinaed  in  the  name  of  Leder,  we  do  not  find,  but  about  the 
je»r  1 726  it  waa  sold  to  Ihe  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  lo 
whom  the  inheritance  of  the  same  continued,  the  leasee  being 
Mr.  John  Knight. 

The  manok  of  Mortihebb,  now  generally  called  Blub 
Gates,  ia  situated  at  the  southern  extremity  of  this  pariah,  on 
the  high  road  from  Cliff  to  Rochester,  and  waa  anciently  in  the 
ponetaion  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  great  family  of  the 
Honimer'fl,  th«  members  of  which,  in  aftertimes,  settled  timr 
name  <hi  this  property. 

Hngh  de  Mortimer  was  possessed  of  the  estate  in  the  1st  of 
Edwsond  IH.,  and  had  a  grant  of  a  fair  to  his  manor  here.  In 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  John  Mortimer  and  Guncehn  de  Clyve 
were  in  possession  of  it,  and,  in  the  20th  of  that  reign,  John,  son 
of  John  Mortimer,  and  Robert  le  Ram,  paid  respective  aid  for  it 
as  half  a  knight's  fee.  which  the  abore-mentioned  John  and 
Gnncetin  held  at  Shabrook,  in  Clyve. 

John  Mortimer  resided  at  Mortimer's  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward HI.,  in  the  llth  of  which  prince  he  was  summoned  to 
provide  an  hobbeler,  or  light  horseman,  for  the  security  of  the 
coast  about  Genlade,  in  Hoo.  After  the  family  of  Mortimer 
had  lefl  the  possession  of  this  placie,  that  of  Englefeild,  of 
Berkshire,  succeeded  to  the  estate ;  a  noble  race,  as  Phiiipott 
calls  it,  reputed  to  be  of  Saxon  extraction,  and  descended  from 
HascnlfuB  de  Inglefeild.  who  lived  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Canate.  His  direct  descendant,  Sir  Thomas  Englesfeild, 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  chief  justice  of  Chester 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  bore  for  his  arms,  Barry  of  six, 
guie$  and  argent,  on  a  chief,  or,  a  lion  passani,  argent,  and  he 
alienated  this  manor,  in  the  latter  end  of  that  reign,  to  John 
Sedley,  esq.,  auditor  of  the  Exchequer  to  that  prince,  whose 
deacendant  sold  it  to  a  Wenlworth.  Richard  lord  Weatworth, 
in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Polley,  and  his  great  grandson,  Geoige  Polley,  esq. 
passed  it  a^ay  to  Robert  Lee,  esq. ,  surveyor  of  the  navy  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  died  in  1757,  at  an  advanced  age, 
without  issue,  having  been  twice  married,  and  by  will  gave  this 
estate  to  his  kinswoman,  Mrs.  Ward,  of  Chatham,  for  her  life, 
with  remainder  to  her  brother,  rear  admiral  Henry  Ward,  esq.. 
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both  of  whom  possessed  it,  and  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  aj). 

l7iiS,  it  went  to  bis  son  Edward  Vernon  Ward,  esq. 

Cliff  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  is,  as  such,  within  the  deanery  of  Shorehain. 
The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Helen,  stands  at  the  north-west 
side  of  Church  street,  being  a  large  handsome  building,  equal  to 
most  other  churches  id  this  county.  It  consists  of  two  ndc 
aisles,  a  nare  and  a  chancel,  all  lofty  and  spacioas ;  the  roof  is 
covered  with  lead,  and  the  walls  embattled.  At  the  west  end  is 
a  good  tower,  in  which  is  a  clock,  and  a  peal  of  bells.  Id  the 
chancel  are  some  fine  remains  of  stained  glass,  and  on  the  roof 
the  arras  of  Bishop  Arundel.  Here  are  likewise  six  stalls  for 
the  use  of  the  monks  of  Christ  church,  and  others  of  the  clergy, 
when  they  attended  divine  service  in  this  edifice*  An  organ 
formetly  stood  in  the  church,  the  case  of  which  only  remains. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  are  the  following: 
in  the  nave,  round  the  verge  of  a  co£Bn,  like  stone,  in  Saxon 
capitals,  are  these  words:  Joke  la  Fbmhe  Johon  Rahgtet 
vci  Deu  be  sa  Almb  eit  Merci-I-:  On  a  gravestone  a 
brass,  with  the  figures  of  a  man  and  his  two  wives,  and  two 
children,  being  in  memory  of  Bonham  Faunce,  gent,  of  this 
parish,  who  died  in  1652,  and  another  of  brass,  with  the  figures 
of  a  man  and  bis  two  wives.  On  a  pillar  south  of  the  entrance 
into  the  chancel,  on  a  brass  plate,  is  an  inscription,  with  an 
account  of  John  Browne's  charity  in  this  parish,  and  several 
other  memorials  for  the  families  of  the  dive's,  the  Gissoine's, 
and  the  Baynard's.of  this  pariah. 

The  church  of  Cliff,  to  which  there  belongs  a  manor  in  this 
parish,  called  Parson's  borough,  and  for  which  a  court>baron  is 
still  held,  was  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  see  of  Can- 
terbury, and  excepted  in  the  great  deed  of  exchange  which  Arch- 
bishop Cranmer  made  with  Henry  VIII,,  whereby  he  conveyed 
all  the  rest  of  his  estates  in  the  pariah  to  that  king,  as  previously 
mentioned,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  remaining  patron  of 
this  rectory. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  Clive  was  valued  at 
110  marks.  In  1650  it  was  estimated  at  £200,  and  afterwards 
entered  in  the  king's  books  at  £50,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £6. 
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The  rector  was  paid  subsequcDtly  £600  per  annam  by  the  pa'* 
rnhioDen  in  general,  who  agreed  to  pay  all  land  and  oUier 
taxta  besides ;  they  also  levied  the  whole  at  so  much  per  acre 
■mong  themselves,  which  raised  the  amount  to  £650  peramrani. 
Id  1821  diere  were  UH  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Cliff; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu^ 
btion  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitaats  were  as  follow :  males  347,  females  326,  making  a 
total  of  673  souls. 

Cowling.     This  parish  was  anciently  written  Colitiges.and 

CkHHges,  from  its  cold  and  bleak  situation.     It  is  four  miles  in 

length  from  north  to  south,  and  not  half  so  much  in  width,  that 

part  next  the  marshes  being  two  miles  across,  is  bounded  by  the 

river  Thames.     Northward  the  soil  lies  low  and  flat,  being  a 

■tiff  wet  clay,  with  much  rough  gronnd,  and  thick  enclosures 

Ihronghout.     In  this   part,  near  the  edge   of  tha   marsh,  is 

Cowling  castle,   the  ruins  of  which  are  converted  into  a  farm- 

bonae,  about  half  a  mile  from  which  there  is  another  village, 

«ith  the  church.     At  the  eastern  side  of  the  parish,  close  to 

>and  rises  southward  to  a  very  high 

s  situation,  Lodge  hill,  commanding 

view.     Cowling  is  an  unfrequented 

liiy,  and  alb^ether  unhealthy  and 

in  the  12th  of  his  reign,  a.d.  808, 
Bndulf,  on< 
Culingea, 

t  Confessoi 
ofwytie,  si 
>f  Hasting 

™wn,  by 

ihop  of  Bi 

ntered  in  1 

late,  this  e 

of  Edward 
of  H«iry  de  Cobhem,  in  this  county.   His  son,  John  de  Cobham, 
atbe  17th  of  Edward  lH.,  obtained  a  charter  of  free  zcarrenin 
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all  faiB  demesne  lands  within  his  lordship  or  Coulyn.  In  the 
20th  of  that  reign  he  paid  respective  aid  for  this  manor,  as  one 
knight's  fee,  which  Henry  de  Cobham  before,  held  in  Conlyng, 
of  Margery  de  Rivers,  as  she  had  done  of  the  king.  He  died 
possessed  nf  this  manor  in  the  36th  year  of  that  reign,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  John  de  Cobham,  who,  in  the  4tb  of 
Richard  11.,  obtained  license  to  enibatUe  and  fortify  his  manor 
bouse  erected  here,  which  grant  he  caused  to  be  engraved  on  a 
tablet,  and  placed  on  a  tower  at  the  entrance,  where  it  is  still 
visible,  the  words  engraved  on  brass,  in  ancient  characters, 
being  as  follow : 

KiMveth  That  Beih  And  ShtW  Be, 
That  I  Am  Hade  Id  Help  D[The  Coniie, 
Id  Koowing  of  Whkhe  Thing, 
Thil  la  Cbarlre  And  WilDGuiog. 

The  inscription  is  engraved  in  imitation  of  a  deed,  or  charter^ 
with  his  seal  of  arms  appendant,  and  fixed  on  Uie  eastern  tower 
of  the  gate  bouse.  Thenceforward  this  mansion  acquired  the 
name  of  Cowling  castle,  at  which  time  it  appears  there  was  a 
large  park  adjoining.  He  died  possessed  of  this  manor  and 
castle  in  the  9th  of  Henry  IV.,  leaving  Joan,  his  granddaughter, 
wife  ofSir  Nicholas  Hawberk,  who  afterwards  married  Sir  John 
Oldcastle,  when  he,  in  her  right,  possessed  this  estate,  and  in 
consequence  of  his  marriage,  assumed  the  title  of  Lord  Cobham, 
having  had  summons  to  Parliament  accordingly.  But,  in  the 
following  reign,  having  engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  he  was  tried, 
condemned,  and  executed,  being,  at  the  time  of  bis  death, 
possessed,  jointly  with  Joan  his  wife,  of  this  manor  and  castle. 

The  story  of  Sir  John  Oldcastle  being  accused  of  heresy, 
before  Thomas  Arundel,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon  are  related  in  Foxe's  Acts  and  Monuments. 
Sir  John,  on  this  accusation  of  heresy,  retired  to  his  castle  of 
Cowling,  for  security;  before  which,  the  person  sent  ^ith  the 
citation  appeared,  desiring  permission  to  enter  and  serve  the 
same,  but  being  refused  admittance,  he  returned  without  per* 
forming  his  errand.  After  his  execution,  Joan,  bis  wife,  again 
became  owner  qf  this  manor,  with  the  advowson  of  the  church, 
of  which  she  died  possessed  in  the  12th  of  Henry  VI.  She 
was  then  wife  of  John  Harpden,  who  did  not  possess  this  or 
any  other  of  her  estates,  as  her  only  daughter  and  heir,  by  her 
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second  husband,  conveyed  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Thomas  Brooke, 
of  SomerBetahire,  who  became  in  ber  right  lord  Cobham.  His 
descendant,  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  resided  here,  and 
■t  otber  times  at  Cobham;  during  which  peiiod.  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt,  ID  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  marched  with  six  pieces 
of  cannon  to  this  castle,  which  .proving;  impregnable,  having  only 
broke  dowD  the  gate  and  a  part  of  the  wall,  after  some  parley 
with  lord  Cobham,  be  marched  the  next  night  to  Qravesend. 
He  died  in  1538,  and  by  will  gave  to  Anne  his  wifci  all  hia 
boasehold  stuff  at  Cowling  castle.  His  soa  and  heir.  Sir 
William  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  at  his  death,  in  the  39th  of 
Elinbetb,  gave  by  will  this  estate  to  his  second  son,  George 
Brooke,  esq.,  who  being  engaged  with  his  brother,  Henry  lord 
Cobham,  in  a  conspiracy,  was  attainted  of  high  (reason  in  the 
Ist  of  Jamea  I.^  and  executed,  when  hia  estates  became  forfeited 
(0  the  crowD.  King  James,  however,  in  his  royal  bounty, 
mtored  the  manor  and  castle  to  hia  son,  then  an  infant,  and 
■ftefwards  knight  of  the  Bath,  who  died  possessed  of  them  a.d. 
1668.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Penelope,  daughter  of  Sir 
Moses  Hill,  by  whom  he  left  four  daughters,  his  coheirs,  viz. 
Pembroke^  married  to  Matbew  TonUinson,  esq.;  Hill,  to  Sir 
William  Boolbby,  bart.;  Margaret,  to  Sir  John  Denham,  k.  b.; 
and  Frances,  to  SirThom.<B  Whitmore,  k.b.;  who  in  right  of 
their  wires,  became  joint  proprietors  of  this  castle.  Soon  after. 
Sir  John  Denhamand  Margaret  his  wife,  died  without  issue,  on 
which  ber  share  descended  to  her  three  sisters  and  their  htis- 
bands. 

In  1669.  Mathew  Tomlinson,  Sir  William  Boothby. 
and  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore,  made  a  division  of  this  estate, 
excepting  the  advowson,  into  three  equal  parta^  by  deed.  In 
that  partition,  Cowlimo  lodge,  and  certain  lands  adjoining, 
mtn  allotted  to  Mathew  Tomlinson ;  New  barn,  and  lands  con- 
tigoous,  to  Sir  William  Boothby ;  and  the  castle,  and  other 
landa,  to  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore ;  when  it  was  agreed  between 
them,  that  alt  royalties,  privileges,  and  liberties  belonging  to 
this  manor,  should  be  equally  divided.  After  that  period, 
CowbiRO  LODOSand  estate  were  sold,  after  Tomliason's  death, 
by  hia  heirs,  to  Thomas  Fsnington,  esq.  of  Chesilhurst,  whose 
descoidaot,  of  the  same  name,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Jacob  Harvey, 
of  Islington  ;  and  hia  descendant,  Samuel  Clay  Harvey,  a.d. 
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1760,  built  a  good  Beat  oD  this  estate,  called  Lodge  hill,  int«fid- 
iag  to  reside  tbere;  however,  previous  to  its  being  finished,  ha 
alienated  the  same  to  Mr.  John  Smith,  since  deceased,  end  his 
brother,  Thomas,  afterwards  ^possessed  tbe  same.  New  barn 
and  estate  was  conveyed  by  Sir  William  Boothby  ami  Hill  his 
wire,  to  Samuel  Clay,  merchant  of  London,  from  whom  it 
passed  in  marriage  to  one  Harvey,  whose  descendant,  Samuel 
Clay  Harvey,  died  holding  it  in  1791,  beqoeathing  the  same  to 
his  nephew,  Jacob  Harvey,  esq. 

'  Cowling  castls  and  estate  was  alienated  by  Sir  Thomas 
Whitmore  to  Frederick  Heme,  esq.,  who  passed  it  by  sale  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Best,  of  Chatham  ;  whose  grandson,  Thomas,  of 
Chilston,  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  1795,  and  gave  it 
by  will  to  his  nephew,  George  Best,  esq.  of  Chilston. 

Tbe  ruins  of  this  castle  shew  that  it  must  once  have  been  a 
place  of  considerable  strength,  many  parts  of  tbe  towers  and 
walls  having  remained  in  Mr.  Haated's  time :  it  was  a  square 
building,  encompassed  by  a  moat.  At  a  email  distance  sontb' 
eastward  from  the  castle,  and  entirely  independent  of  that 
atructare,  is  a  handsome  gate  house,  flanked  by  two  round 
towers,  and  embattled,  having  a  portcullis  to  letdown.  Through 
this  gate  was  the  approach  to  the  castle,  as  it  is  now  to  the 
farm-house. 

In  961,  Queen  Ediva,  mother  of  King  Edmund  and  King 
Eadred,  gave  to  the  church  of  Christ,  in  Canterbury,  her  land 
in  Culinge,  free  from  all  secular  service,  excepting  that  of  repell- 
ing invasions,  and  repairing  bridges  and  castlea ;  and  Edward 
II.,  in  his  10th  year,  granted  to  the  priory  of  Christ  church 
Jiree  warren  in  all  their  demesne  lands  in  this  parish,  among 
others  therein  mentioned. 

Cowling  is  within  the  egclbsiaStical  jdbisdiction  of 
the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church  is  dedicated 
to  St.  James  ;  and  within  are  memorials  to  the  families  of  Sir 
John  Brooke,  lord  Cobham;  Thomas  Woodyear,  gent,  of 
Cowling;  William  Linch,  gent.;  and  many  others,  belonging 
to  this  parish. 

In  the  15tb  of  Edward  I.,  this  church  was  valued  at  twenty 
narks.  The  rectory  in  the  king's  books  at  £14,  and  the  tenths 
atil^l  8.  It  appears  from  the  survey  taken  by  order  of  the 
Dtate,  in  1650,  that  it  was  then  valued  at  £70.     It  was  after- 
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nrds  worth,  with  nine  acres  o(  glebe  land,  upwarJa  at  £200 
peruinam. 

In  1821  there  were  fifteen  dwellings  ia  the  pariiih  of  Cowling; 
■nd,  at  the  tame  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
wu  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
men  as  follow :  males  71,  females  53,  making  a  total  of  124  souls. 

Ths  pabish  op  HicHAU,  in  ancient  records,  is  Tsriouely 
written,  Hetkam,  Hegkam,  and  Jleahham;  and  was,  from  the 
rrign  of  King  Stephen  to  that  of  Edward  III.,  frequently  called 
IMteehurch,  otherwise  Higham,  the  former  of  which  it  acquired 
from  a  manor  or  ville  in  this  parish,  where  a  priory  was  built; 
bat  in  later  times  it  seems  to  have  been  denominated  by  ita 
twtOKr  name  only,  of  Higham,  that  of  Lillechurcb  being  entirely 
omitted. 

This  pabibh  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  hi^h 
Loudon  road,  nearly  opposite  to  Shome.  It  lies  low,  adjoining 
the  marahes,  the  river  Thames  being  its  northern  boundary. 
The  air  of  this  district  ia  extremely  unhealthy,  tending  to  pro- 
duce intermittents,  a  fatality  which  appertains  in  general  to 
those  parishes  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  high  London  rood, 
u  br  as  Canterbury,  and  thence  again  to  the  upluads  of  the 
lile  of  Thanet. 

Higham  is  about  four  miles  in  extent,'  from  north-west  to 
■ooth-eaat,  and  but  little  more  than  a  mile  in  breadth.  The 
nifaee  is  fiat,  and  the  soil  in  general  very  fertile,  excepting 
lowaids  the  eastern  part,  where  the  ground  is  high,  with  light 
land.  The  village  and  church  stand  close  to  and  exposed  to  the 
BBTsbes,  which  comprise  nearly  half  the  parish.  The  nunnery, 
uw  called  the  abbey,  was  situated  not  far  from  (he  east  end  of 
the  church  ,'  near  which  is  the  farm-house,  the  sides  and  back 
part  being  built  of  stone,  with  windows  of  a  gothic  form,  that 
discover  some  remnants  of  antiquity,  and  appear  to  have  been 
part  of  the  abbey.  It  is,  however,  supposed  that  this  structure 
awed  for  the  offices,  as  in  the  field,  on  the  south  side,  are  muny 
(•raodations,  and,  contiguous  to  the  farm-yard,  the  remains  of 
part  of  the  thick  stone  wall,  covered  with  ivy,  being  the  enclo- 
nre  of  the  abbey,  the  same  having  been  cairied  quite  round  the 
yard.  About  a  mite  from  the  church,  iiear  the  road  to  CliflT,  is 
Lillechurch  house,  where  the  priory,  or  abbey  of  Higham,  as  it 
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is  now  cnlled,  ia  supposed  to  have  beea  firat  erected  :  behind 
the  girden,  in  a  field  called  Church  place,  many  humau  bonta 
l^ave  been  found.  At  the  east  «ad  of  t^e  pannbi  on  the  road 
from  Frindsbury  to  Cliff,  is  tba  estate  of  Mockbkgoak  ;  toA 
on  the  summit  of  the  bill,  southward,  the  maosioB  of  Hbrui- 
TAGE ;  below  which,  in  the  flat  country,  at  nn  etfual  distanca 
from  the  church,  is  the  manor  and  hamlet  of  Higham  rid^eway, 
a  name  evidently  derived-  fiom  the  ancient  oa^seway  leading  to 
the  river.  Plautius,  the  Roman  genwkl  und«r  the  Emperof 
Claudius,  in  the  year  43,  ia  said  to  have  passed  the  risei 
Thames  from  EUsex  into  Kent,  near  the  mouth,  with  biv 
army,  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  Britoos,  who,  being  acquunlfld 
with  the  fordable  parts  of  tho  river,  easily  passed  the  atreani : 
this  passage  is  oonsidered  to  hswe  been  from  £ast  Tilbury,  in 
Essex,  across  the  rirer  to  Higham. 

Between  those  places  thera  was  a  farry  on.  the  liver  for  many 
ages  after,  such  hevini;  b««n  the  method  of  intancourse.  befewae' 
the  two  counties  of  K,ent  and  Essex  for  all  theae  partly  It,so 
continued  till  tjie  dissolution  of  tb^  abbey;  previous  to  whiah 
period,  Higham  was  also  the  place;  for  unshipping  coip  and 
goods,  in  great  qnantities,  from  Ihis  part  of  the  country,  to  and 
from  London,  and  elsewhere.  The  probabiliLy,  of  this  having 
been  a  frequented  ford  or  passage  in  the  time  of  the  Rotuansf 
is  corroborated  by  the  visible  remains  of  the  raised  causevtay 
or  road,  nearly  thirty,  feet  wide,  leading  from  the  Thanea.side, 
through  the  marsliea,  by  Higham.  southward  to  the  ridgeway 
before  mentioned,  and  thence  across  the  high  London  road,  on 
Gad's  hill,  to  Shorne  ridgeway,  half  a  mile  beyond  which  it 
joins  the  Roman  Wattiug-street  road,,  neai  the  entrauce  inlo 
Cobham  park. 

In  the  pleaa  of  the  crow^,  in  the  21st  of  Edward  I„  the 
prioress  of  the  nunnery  of  Higham  was  found  liable  to  maintain 
a  bridge  and  causeway  that  led  from  Higham  down  to  the  rirer 
Thames,  in  ordu-  to  give  the  better  and  easier  passage  to  such 
as  would  ferry  thence  over  into  Essex. 

This  parish,  among  others,  was  anciently  bound  to  contiihuta 
tp  the  repairs  of  the  ninth  pier  of  Rochester  bridge. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  there  was  a  fort  or  bulwark  at 
Higham,  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Thames,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  captain  and  soldiers. 
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H^^m  wai  ancieBtly  part  of  the  postesmons  of  Odo  biabop 
•f  Bvftax,  under  the  geuerat  title  of  wbose  Iiada  it  wu  entered 
in  the  Peeord  of  Domesday.  Upon  tlie  disgrace  of  that  bLahopt 
tbsy  became  confiscated  to  tbe  crown,  where  they  remained  till 
Hag  Stephen,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign,  gave  ibem,  by  the 
BMie  of  LiHecbureh,  to  William  de  Ipre,  in  exchange  for  tbe 
■anerof  Parersbam. 

King  StefAen  afterwards  founded  a  iSTtottrery,  of  tbe  Bene- 
dictiite  order,  at  Liltechurob,  in  Higham,  to  wfatcb  his  daughter, 
Prineess  Mary,  retired,  and  aftenrards  became  abbeaa  of 
Ramsey. 

-  Afto-  the  death  of  King  Stephen,  William  de  Ipre,  earl  of 
Kent,  was,  with  the  rest  of  the  Flemish,  of  whom  he  was  prin- 
opal,  forced  to  abandon  this  kingdom,  and  their  estates  were 
•U  seixed  by  the  crown.  However,  in  the  6th  of  King  John, 
tbe  BUDS  gave  that  prince  £100  for  his  grant  of  the  manor  of 
iJUeehnrch  ;  subsequent  to  which,  Henry  III.,  in  his  Utbyear, 
panlad  and  confirmed  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  of  Sulpice,  in 
Bomjge*,  and  the  prioresa  and  nuns  of  Liilecburcb,  that  manor« 
!■  pore  and  perpetual  alms,  with  all  its  appurteaancea,  libertiea, 
and  free  cnstonM ;  whence  it  appears  that  this  house  had  then 
•nne  dependence  on  that  abbey.  He  also  further  granted  to 
tbe  prioress  and  nuns  licence  to  hare  one  fair  at  Lillechurch, 
fbt  three  days,  annually,  to  commence  on  the  festival  of  St. 
Michael,  and,  that  they  should  possess  them  in  like  manner  as 
the  grant  which  they  had  of  bis  father.  King  John,  pUlnly 
tMtified. 

King  Henry,  in  his  60tb  year,  granted  to  the  pHoreaB  and 
Bsoa  of  Lillechurch  an  exemption  from  the  suit  they  vers 
ycariy  used  to  make  at  the  court  of  the  honour  of  Boloigne,  at 
St.  Martin  the  Great,  in  London,  for  their  demesne  lands  io  tbe 
maaor  of  Lilleohnrch  ;  and  Edward  I.,  in  bis  I6tb  year,  oon- 
bmed  the  above  fair  to  the  prioress  and  nuns  there. 

Hits  monastery  was  subject  to  the  visitation  of  tbe  bishops 
of  Rochester;  and  accordingly  Hamo  de  Heth,  bishop  of 
Roehater,  in  1820,  visited  it,  and  professed  eight  nuns ;  as  be 
again  did  in  1328,  when  he  buried  Joan  de  Hadloe,  prioress  of 
Ibis  boose,  and  afterwards  confirmed  Maud  de  Coleestre  prioress, 
in  her  place,  at  Greenwich.  At  what  time  this  priory  was 
removed  from  Lillecburcb,  (where  it  was  certainly  first  built, 
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near  the  present  cliarch  of  Higham.)  ig  no  where  menlioned,  nor 
U  lti«re  any  clue  to  discover  it.  That  it  was  to,  the  ruins,  as 
well  as  the  change  of  name,  are  convincing  proofs ;  nor  is  there 
any  thing  further  worth  recording  relative  to  it,  till  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII,,  at  which  period  the  manors  of  Lilleehurch  and 
Uigham,  with  their  landD  and  appurtenances,  continued  in  the 
possession  of  the  prioress.  In  the  17th  year  of  the  same  reign, 
this  house  had  become  aloioat  deserted,  for  it  appeared,  on  the 
election  of  a  prioress,  that  there  was  only  a  sub- prioress  and 
two  nuns  belonging  to  the  establishment,  though  there  had 
been  in  former  times  si<iteen.  Soon  after  this,  in  lfi48,  Mar- 
garet countess  of  Derby  and  Richmond,  having  commenced  the 
foundation  of  St.  John's  college,  in  Cambridge,  died,  and  led 
her  executors  to  carry  on  the  design.  One  of  those  was  John 
Fisher,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  being  himself  a  learned  man, 
and  remarkably  anxious  fur  the  increase  of  learning,  obtained 
a  licence  of  Henry  V|[|.  to  dissolve  this  monastery,  with  that 
of  Jjromhall.  in  Berkshire,  in  order  that  the  lands  and  revenues 
of  the  same  might  be  annexed  towards  the  better  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  above  college.  Accordingly,  about  the  year 
1521,  these  nunneries  were  dissolved,  and,  with  their  reveaues, 
surrendered  to  the  crown.  Three  years  after,  the  master  and 
fellows  of  that  college  obtained,  at  the  instance  of  Bishop 
Fisher,  of  the  king  and  Pope  Clement  VII.,  the  priories,  with 
their  appurtenances,  to  be  transferred  and  conhrmed,  for  ever, 
to  their  college  ;  where  the  inheritance  of  the  site  of  this  priory 
or  abbey,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  manor  and  church  of  Higham, 
with  the  manor  of  Lilleehurch,  and  the  rest  of  the  lands  and 
revenues  belonging  to  it,  were,  some  years  back,  purchased  by 
Mr.  Richard  Hornsby,  of  Horton  Kirkby,  in  this  county,  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Peake.  Mr.  Hornsby  died  possessed  of  the  estate, 
after  which,  hie  interest  in  the  same  was  sold  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Williams  and  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  Dartford,  the  former  of 
whom  sold  it  to  Mr.  John  Prebble,  who  became  lessee  of  the 
property. 

Great  and  Little  Okely  are  two  reputed  manors  in  this 
parish,  which  derive  their  name  from  ac  oiake,  an  oak,  and  Ijf. 
a  6eld ;  in  the  Saxon  Aden,  a  place  in  which  there  are  plenty 
of  oaks.  In  the  reign  of  King  John,  John  le  Brun  held  halfa 
knight's  fee  in  Acte  of  William  de  Clovile,  as  he  did  of  Warine 
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ie  Hontcbensi^.  In  the  7th  of  Edward  I., .  both  these  estates 
weie  ia  the  possesition  of.  Willinm  de  Clere,  the  former  bein^ 
Mi  as  half  a  knight's  fee  of  Warine  de  Montcheiiaie,  aa  of 
bif  muior  of  Swanescombe ;  and  the  latter,  as  halt'  a  knight'a 
fee,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  Soon  after  these  eslatea  were 
possessed  by  two  different  branches  of  this  family ;  Great 
Okely  descended  to  llicholas  de  St.  Clere,  from  whom  it 
passed  to  Walter  Neile,  who,  as  well  as  his  descemtants,  were 
lessees  to  the  abbey  of  Higham  for  great  part  of  their  possessions 
in  this  parish.  One  of  them,  in  the  reifC"  of  Henry  VII., 
alieoated  it  to  John  SMiley,  esq.  of  Soutlifleet,  in  this  county^ 
whose  descendant,  Sir  Charles  Sedley.  bait.,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  passed  away  this  manor  by  sale  to  Mr.  Shales,  of 
I'ortsmonth  ;  who  not  long  afterwards  sold  it  to  Peter  Burrell, 
esq.  of  Beckenham,  in  this  county,  whose  descendant,  th« 
Rtjrht  Hon.  Peter  Lord  Gwydir,  lately  possessed  tbe  same.  ' 

LiTTLR  Okbly  manor  descended  from  William  de  St.  Clere 
li>  Nicholas  de  Clere,  and  from  him  to  John  de  St.  Clere,  who 
paid  respective  aid  for  it  in  tbe  20tb  of  Edward  III.,  when  the 
Black  Prince  was  constituted  a  knight,  as  half  a  knight's  fee, 
held  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  From  this  family  it  passed, 
after  some  intermission,  to  that  of  Cholmeley,  one  of  which 
bmily.  Sir  Roger  Cholmeley^  of  London,  diod  possessed  of  this 
manor,  and  left  it  to  one  of  his  daughters  and  coheirs,  among 
other  premises.  She  mamed  Mr.  Beckwith,  by  whom  she  hod 
oae  son,  Roger,  and  two  daaghters,  Elizabeth  and  Frances.  She 
■flerwards  married  Christopher  Keane,  in  Somersetshire,  who 
wss  possessed  of  it  in  her  right  in  the  22d  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
when  baving  leried  a  fine,  he  sold  the  estate  to  one  Thompson ; 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  it  to  one  Best,  who 
passed  it  Away  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.;  from  whom  it  went 
in  the  same  way  to  Famham  Aldersey,  one  of  whose  descendanU 
wid  it  to  Mr.  William  Gates,  gent,  of  Rochester.  On  bis 
<l<«ease,  in  1768,  it  passed  to  his  son,  of  the  same  name;  and 
hit  eldest  son,  Mr.  Geoi^e  Gates,  attorney  at  law,  and  town 
derk  of  Rochester,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1792,  when  his  sister 
became  entitled  to  the  same. 

There  are  no  courts  held  for  either  Great  or  Little  Okely 
manors. 

Tbe  Hermitage  ia  a  pleasant  seat  in  tliis  parish,  situated  nearly 
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kl  tb*  ioutheastem  extpemity,  about  a  mile  Dorthwanl  from  the 
London  road  to  Dover.  It  stands  on  a  hill,  commaiKlinp  • 
most  extensive  prospect  both  of  the  Medway  and  Thames,  Um 
ehaonel  below  the  Nope,  and  a  vast  treat  of  cotiDtry  in  Kent 
and  ^sex. 

This  (eat  was  newly  huilt  by  Sir  Francis  Head,  bart.,  who 
enc4osed  a  park  ronod  the  same,  and  greatly  improved  the  adjoui- 
ing  grounds ;  but  the  park  has  been  since  turned  to  other  par- 
poses.  He  resided  here,  and  died  possessed  of  the  property, 
with  the  manor  of  Higham  Ridgway,  And  other  estates  in  Uns 
perish,  in  1768,  and  was  buried  in  a  vaalt  in  Higham  church. 
He  was  descended  from  Richard  Head,  of  Rochester,  who  by 
Anne,  daughter  of  William  Hartridge,  of  Cranbrook,  in  this 
oDotity,  had  issue  four  sons ;  of  whom,  Richard,  the  second, 
was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  in  June  1676.  He 
had  three  wives,  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Francis 
Merrick,  alderman  of  Rochester,  and  by  her  he  had  three  sons; 
Francis,  of  whom  hereafter;  Henry,  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Richard  Summers,  esq.;  and  Merrick,  d.d.,  who 
esponsed  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Dixos,  d.d.,  preben- 
dary of  Rochester,  by  whom  he  left  a  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Theophilus  Delangle ;  Dr.  Head  was  -rector  of 
i^yborne  and  Uloonibe,  in  this  county,  and  died  in  1686. 

Sir  Richard  Head,  above  mentioned)  served  several  times  in 
Parliament  for  the  city  of  Roohsster.  He  died  in  1689,  and 
was  interred  in  Rochester  cathedral,  having  been  a  great  bane- 
factor  to  the  poor  of  St.  Nicholas's  parish,  in  that  city. 

Francis  Head,  esq.  barrister  at  law,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Richard, 
manied  Sarah,  only  daughter  of  Sir  George  Ent,  of  London, 
st.D.  He  died  during  his  father's  lifetime,  in  1678,  and  wsa 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Margaret's  church,  Rochester.  By 
his  will  he  gave  his  honse  in  St.  Margaret's  to  that  see,  for  the 
residence  of  the  bishop  and  his  successors- 
Only  two  of  bis  children  survived  him,  viz.  Sarah,  married  te 
John  Lynch,  esq.  of  Groves,  and  a  son  Francis,  who  succeeded 
his  grandfather  in  titles  and  estate,  and  resided  at  Canterbury. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  of  James  Smythbye, 
esq.,  by  whom  he  bad  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  he  died 
in  1716.  Of  the  above  children,  only  four  suns  and  one  daugh- 
ter survived  him,  viz.  Sir  Richard,  his  successior,  who  died  un- 
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mnned  rn  1721 ;  Sir  Fraacia.  of  whom  mention  will  agnin  bt 
nude;  James  Head,  esq.  barrister,  who  died  unmnrried;  and  Sit 
John  tittd,  barb  o,».,  who  was  prebend  snd  arcl>deaeon'  of 
CuMerbury,  and  sueceeded  his  Ivotber  Sir  Francis,  but  di«d  in 
1769,  without  surviving  issue,  although  twice  married.  Anne, 
the  surviving  daughter  of  Sir  FVanois  Head,  bart.  married 
WiHiara  EgertoB^  ll.d.,.  prebend  of  Canterbury,  and  grandson 
•(  the  mtI  of  Bridgewater. 

Sir  FrwiciaUead,  har^.  the  son,  succeeded  his  brother  Richard 
ia  title  and  «6late,  ami.  having  r^uilt  the  seat,  resided  here  as 
above  mentioned. 

Tbe  arms  borne  by  thiS'  ikmily-  were,  Argent,  a  chevron  «r* 
MMCf  between  tkree  tmicorm'  Amd.<,  coaped,  table. 

Sir  Fianeis,  laat  mentioned,  married  Mary,  daughter  andi  sole 
beireas  of  Sir  William  Boys.  M.D.,by  whom  he  had  three  daugh- 
ten  and  coheirs;  Mary  Wilhelmiua,  married  in  1753  to  the  Honi 
fiany  Roper,  ejdest  son.  of  Henry  lord  Teynham,  and  died  in 
1758;  Anne  Gabriel,  married  to  Moses  Mendez.  esq.,  and 
secondly  to  the  fion.  John  Roper,  next  brother  to  Harry  Roper, 
by  whom  she  had  no  issue,  and  died  in  1771  ;  Elizabeth  Can)p>> 
bell,  the  third  daughter,  married  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lill,  of  Ireland, 
since  doeeased,  by- whom  she  hail  one  son  Pranois,  and  three 
daughters. 

On  the  demise  of  Sir  Francis,  this  seat,  with  the  manor  of 
HighaiB/ Ridgway,  and  other  estates  in  this  parish,,  devolved  by 
aettlooent  to  his  widow.  Lady  Head,  who  died  in  1792,  end  was 
■oteued  in  the  same  vault  with  her  husband.  Thin  seat,  manor, 
and  estate,  then  descended  by  settlement,  one  fourth  part  to  the 
widow  of  Francis  Head,  esq.,  daughter  of  Mr.  Egerton,  mar- 
ned  tO'  Colonel  Andrew  Cowell,:  of  the  Guards,  as  guardian  to 
her  only  daughter,  hy  Mr.  Head ;  another,  fourth  part  to  James 
Roper  Head,  esq.,  his  younger  brother,  who  married  Miss 
Bu^ese,  and  the  remaining  half  part,  ot  moiety,  to  Elizabeth 
Campbell,  widow  of  Dr.  Lill,  in  which  divisions  this  estate  re- 


Sir  Anthony  St.  Lager,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.;  was  pos> 
soaed  of  an  estate  here  called  the  Brookes,  consisting  of  marsh 
luidi  in  Uigham,  all  which,  in  the  4th  of  that  reign,  be  con- 
veyed to  the  kii^.  This  estate  afterwards  fell  into  the  posses- 
•ioa  of  the  Stuarts,  dukes  of  Richmond,  from  whom  it  passed 


^niized  by  Google 


208  HISTORV  OF  THE 


in  lik«  manner  as  Cobham  hall  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  earl  oT 
Darnley. 

HtoHAM  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  dioceie  and  dtanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicM- 
ted  to  St.  Mary,  consists  of  two  aisles  and  two  chancela,  with 
a  flat  tower,  containing  two  bells. 

There  are  many  monuments  and  memorials  in  thft'Chnrch  to 
the  families  of  the  Inglett's.  the  Pearson's,  the  Cordwell'a,  the 
Boteler's,  and  the  Hylton's,  and  one  also  to  Robert  Parker. 

The  vicarage  of  Hii<:ham  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
£8  10.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  I7b.,  and,  in  1650,  this  vicarage 
was  ^timated  at  £60  per  annum.  The  vicar  receives  all  tithes 
arising  within  this  parish,  with  the  exception  of  com. 

There  are  certain  lands  in  Higbam,  in  Okf  ley  farm,  of  which 
the  impropriator  of  the  parsonage  takes  but  half  the  tithes  be- 
longing to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  of  which  a  further 
account  will  be  given,  which  lands  are  now  called  dominical 
lands. 

In  1821  ihere  were  eighty^seven  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Higham;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  P»rliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  .'aales  306,  females  263,  making  a 
total  of  668  souls. 

The  parish  of  Chai-k  is  written  in  Domesday  Cetca,  and 
in  the  Textus  Roffensis,  Celca  and  Cfolcei.  This  place  derives 
iu  name  from  its  chalky  and  flinty  soil,  ceatc,  in  Saxon,  signi- 
fying a  chalk  stone. 

'  The  parish  is  situated  twenty-four  miles  from  London,  its 
extent  from  north  to  south  being  about  two  miles,  and  from 
east  to  west  a  mile  and  a  half;  the  soutbem  pari  is  very  hilly. 
the  northern  a  level  flat  surface,  and  the  enclosures  are  in  gene- 
ral large;  the  soil  fertile,  being  mostly  a  loam,  with  somecfaalk. 
It  contains  about  1700  acres.  The  southern  part  is  arable,  the 
northern  marsh  land,  bounded  by  the  rivtr Thames,  being  called 
Chalk  and  Denton  level,  is  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
comnii-sion  of  sewers,  held  for  that  purpose  at  Rochester.  The 
high  London  road  passes  through  this  district,  on  which,  at  the 
western  boundary,  is  the  village  of  West  Clifl;  usually  called 
Chalk  street,  where  the  road  divides;  that  to  the  northward  hy 
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the  edge  of  ihe.marsheB,  through  the  hamlet  of  East  Chalk, 
towarda  Higham  Cliff,  and  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  the  other 
straiKfat  on  to  Rochester.  About  a  mile  eastward,  near  the  road, 
is  the  church,  standing  alone  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  below 
which,  about  a  mile  northward,  in  the  low  country,  is  the  ham- 
letof  East  Chalk,  standing  close  to  the  marshes,  which  extend 
tbence  to  the  Thames.  The  contiguity  of  this  spot  to  so  large 
ao  extent  of  marshes,  to  which  it  is  wholly  exposed,  renders  it 
extremely  unhealthy,  producing  agues,  particularly  in  autumn. 
A  r«ir  is  held  here  on  Whit  Monday. 

.  In  Chalk  street  are  several  flint  knnppers,  who  manufacture 
the  bftt  gun  _flint$  in  England,  or  perhaps  in  Europe,  great 
entities  being  exported  tu  foreign  parts. 

Ohalk  was  anciently  part  of  the  posaessions  of  Odo,  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered 
in  the  record  of  Domesday. 

Upon  the  di^race  of  that  prelate  these  estates  became  confis- 
aied  to  Ihe  crown,  when  this  manor  was  divided  into  moieties, 
ane  of  which  was  «alled  East,  and  the  other  West  Chalk. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  111.  the  manor  of  East  Chalk  was  in 
the  poMcssion  of  John  de  Burgo,  son  and  heir  of  Hubert  do 
Borgo,  chief  justiciary  of  England,  and  earl  of  Kent ;  who  held 
it  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  de  Lanvaley,  whu 
gave  it  in  the  5&th  year  of  that  reign  to  the  moitks  of  the  priory 
•f  BeriDondsey,  in  Souihwark. 

In  the  2let  of  Edward  I-,  the  king,  by  his  writ  of  right, 
claimed  this  manor,  but  the  Jury  gave  it  in  favor  of  the  prior;  in 
which  year  also  a  quo  warranto  was  brought  against  the  prior 
fcrdaiming  to  bold  pleas  of  the  crown,  tohave^^eworrrji,  a 
marlwt.&ir,  gallows, and  waif,  in  East  Chalk,  &c;,  and  the  prior 
disclaimed  bis  having  any  right  to  ihe  same,  when  ihey  conse- 
qaatly  remained  to  the  king.  In  Lib.  AGsiss.  29  Edward  III, 
No.  70,  may  be  seen  the  pleas  between  the  priors  of  Norwich 
and  Bertnondsey,  concerning  this  manor  of  East  Chalk,  which 
afterwards  continued  purt  of  the  pOGsesaions  of  the  above  mo- 
nastery, till  the  final  dissolution  under  Henry  VllI,,  who 
pantMi  the  manor  to  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  to  bo'd  ia 
n^itle  by  knight's  service.  His  grandson,  Henry  lord  Cobham, 
hrii^,  as  80  frequently  observed,  convicted  of  high  treason  iii 
Ihe  I  St  of  James  I ,  this  estate,  among  others,  became  forfeitet) 
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to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Brooke,  of  Hediiog- 
ton,  in  Lincolnahije,  second  son  of  Sir  Henry  Brooke  Cobhau, 
who  WW  (tfth  SOD  of  Geoi^e  lord  Cobfaaot  abuve  nwilioned,  aad 
likewifie  pQ&seaaed  the  other  moiety  csJIed  Uie  mamor  of  Wkst 
Chalk,  otherwiae  Wbst  Court,  which  wu,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  UI.,  poasetsed  by  the  fumily  of  the  NevilkV  In  tba  224 
of  that  reign.  John,  son  of  H  u^h  de  Keville.  let  to  fwiae,  to  John 
de  CoUhtm,  his  manor  of  West  Chalk,  for  aix  yeara,  at  the 
aruiual  rent  of  t^O  aterling,  and  (he  said  John  Uien  paid  the 
first  three  years'  rent  in  hand,  and  covenanted  that  at  the  «d  of 
the  term  he  would  give  up  the  whole,  both  ploaghed  and  sowed, 
in  the  same  manner  aa  he  received  it,  and  atocked  with  six  oxen 
at  the  price  of  nine  ahilliogs  each,  and  147  sheep,  at  nioe  pence 
each,  nod  fourteen  geese.  After  that  period  John  de  Ifarille 
g;raoted  and  confirmed  the  aame  to  John  de  Cobham.  and  his 
heirs  for  erer.  In  the  21st  of  Edward  I.,  the  king,  by  his  writ 
efjight,  claimed  this  manor  against  John  de  Cobham,  grandson 
of  the  above-mentioned  lohu.  but  he  producing  Hugh,  son  of 
the  above  John  de  Neville,  as  hia  vouchee,  then  ander  age,  the 
aame  waa  respited  till  he  should  attain  such  age<  Hia  grandson, 
£ir  John  de  Cobham,  lord  of  Cobbam,  in  the  17th  of  Ed- 
ward HI.  obtained  a  charter  of  free  toarren  within  all  bia  de. 
mesne  land*  within  his  lordship  of  Chaike,  among  others.  He 
died  about  the  34th  year  of  that  reign,  poasesaed  of  this  estate, 
leaving  one  eon,  John  de  Cobham,  who,  the  year  after  the  death 
of  bia  father,  founded  the  college  or  chantry  of  CobliMn,.to 
which  he  gave  this  manor. 

It  cotiliaued  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  c«lleg«  tilltbe 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  about  the  30lh  year  of  which  ptince,  the 
muster  and  brethren  foreseeing  their  approaching  dtssolutiont 
sold  it,  with  alUhelands.by  the  consent  of  the  kiag,  toGao^ 
lord  CobhaoQ,  who  was  coruBrmed.in  the  poaaession  of  the  same 
by  a  clause  in  the  Act  of  the  Slat  year  t^th&t  rei^.  Saoe 
«ftet  it  appears  that  this  manor  was  granted  by  Lord  Cobham 
to  Henry  VUI.,  where  it  continued  till  Edward  VI.,  in  bis  Isl 
year,  granted  it  to  Edward  Seymour,  duke  of  Someiaet,  who. 
witliin  a  few  Meeks,  regranted  it  to  the  king,  in  cxohange  foe 
lands  in  other  oouaties. 

Thia  manor  aAerwards  devolved  to  the.  bands  of  Sir  John 
Brooke,  poaseeaor  also  of  that  of  East  Chalk,  a&  previously 
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nentioned,  who  wai  created,  by  CharleB  I, ,  Boron  Cobham.  H« 
•KeiMted  both  these  manors  to  James  Stuart,  duke  of  Rich-- 
BMod,  who  died  possessed  of  (hem  in  I6A6,  leariAg  one  son 
Eane,  who  died  an  infant  at  Pans  in  1660,  and  a  daughter 
Mary.  These  manors,  as  well  as  bis  titles,  then  went  to 
CbarieB  Stnhrt,  >on  of  George  lord  Aubigny,  younger  brother 
oftbednke,  at  whose  death,  without  issue,  in  1672,  all  his 
estates  in  this  county  were,  the  same  year,  sold  to  pay  debts,  aa 
wdl  as  flxr  other  purposes.  The  manors  oF  East  and  West 
Chalk,  with  the  duke's  other  estates  in  this  parish,  consisting 
of  upwards  of  700  acres  of  land,  were  purchased  by  Sir  Joseph 
WiltiamBon,  wlio  bad  married  Caeherine,  only  sister  aad  next 
heir  of  tfa«  last  duke,  and  widow  of  Henry  lord  Obrien.  He 
tesided  at  Cobham  hall,  and  died  posseosed  of  the  property  m 
1701,  end  by  will  bequeathed  twothirds  to  the  Lady  Catherine 
hb  wtfie,  and  the  other  third  to  Mr.  Joseph  Homsby,  on  the 
death  of  I«dy  Catherine  Obrien.  The  following  year  two  third* 
of  these  manors,  with  the  rest  of  the  lands  so  purchased  by  Sir 
JesepAi,  Bi  this  parish,  descended  to  Edward  lord  Clifton,  and 
Camhory,  son  of  Edward  lord  Combury,  afterwards  earis  of 
Clarendon,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  only  daughter  and  heiroF 
the  Lady  Catherinf  Stuart,  above  mentioned,  by  her  Srst  bus- 
band  Heniy  lord  Obtien,  and  on  his  death,  without  issue,  in 
1713,  to  his  only  sundring  sister  and  heir,  the  Lady  Theodosia 
Hyde,  who  soon  afterwards  carried  her  interest  in  this  estate  tn 
mrriage  to  John  BHgh,  who  was  created  earl  of  Damley. 

The  other  third  part  of  these  manors  and  estates,  on  the  de- 
CMtoe  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hornsby,  became  vested  in  his  widow,  and 
after  several  vexatious  Ittigstions,  were  put  up  to  sale  before  a 
naster  in  chancery,  when  the  earl  entered  into  a  contract  fot 
the  parehase  oF  the  whole.  He  died  in  1728,  and  was  snc- 
oeeded  by  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  Edward,  earl  of  Darnley,  who» 
in  oompliaaee  with  a  decree  of 'the  court,  completed  the  above 
ptuchase,  wfaicli  had  been  left  unfinished  by  his  father.  He 
died  pooaeased  of  the  entire  Fee  of  these  manors  and  estates,  in 
1747t  nnuairied,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  John,  earl 
tf  Damley,  who  died  in  1781,  when  bia  son  the  Right  Hon.  eail 
ef  Damley  became  possessed  of  the  manors  of  East  and  West 
Chalk,  as  above  mentioned. 

There  was  formaly  a  manor  in  this  parish,  called  Bekelt,  and 
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«fterwardB  Beccles,  having  constituted  part  of  tlie  vtnt  posses- 
«ionB  of  Odo,  .bishop  of  Bayeuz,  so  inceasanity  referred  to  in 
this  history,  under  the  title  of  whose  lands  Jl  was  en(«red  id 
Domesday  record. 

On  the  disgrace  of  that  prelate  it  passed,  with  his  other  pos- 
sesuons,  to  the  crown,  when  the  manor  of  Bbkkle  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  illustrioue  family  of  the  Cobham's,  in  tJiis 
coimty.  John,  the  eldest  son  of  John  de  Cobham,  by  bis  first 
wife,  daughter  of  Wsrine  Fiiz- Benedict,  died,  posseseed  of  it  in 
the  S8th  of  Edward  I. .  His  grandson  John,  son  of  Henry  de 
Cobham.  in  the  I7th  of  Edward  lU.,  obuined  a  cbart«rof./^ 
warren  within  all  his  demesne  lands  in  this  manor,  anMng  others, 
and  <lied  possessed  of  it  in  the  36th  year  of  that  reign, ,  as  did 
his.  son  John  de  Cobham,  lord  Cobbam,  in  the  9th  of  Henry  tV. 
without  issue  male,  after  which  it  descended  down  in  like 
manner  as  Cobham,  and  the  rest  of  the  estates  of  this  grest 
family,  by  a  female  heir,  in  marriage  to  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  of 
Somerseuhire,  who  was  in  her  right  Lord  Cobham.  His  de- 
scendant, Henry  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  being  attainted  in  Uie 
reign  of  James  I.,  forfeited  this  manor  to  the  crown,  from  which 
time  we  find  no  mention  of  this  estate,  nor  baa  the  name  been 
known  in  tliis  parish  for  many  year*,  so  that  in  all  probability 
coming  to  the  crown,  with  the  manors  of  East  and  West  Chalk, 
it  became  blended  with  them,  and  was  included  in  the  grant 
made  of  the  same  to  Lodowiok,  duke  of  Lenox,  in  ihe  lOlh  year 
of  that  reign,  and  has  descended  in  the  same  line  of  ownenbip 
to  the  present  possessor,  the  earl  of  Darnley. 

Raynehuxst  and  TvMnEswooD  are  two  manors  in  this 
parish,  which,  with  two  estates  herein,  colled  Felborough, and 
Clamlane,  were  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  family  of  the 
Cobham's.  Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  held  them,  as 
appears  by  Kirkby's  Inquest,  ih  the  9th  of  King  Edward  I.; 
as  did  John  de  Cobham,  in  the  3(>th  of  Edward  UI.;  and  in 
that  family  and  its  descendants  they  continued  till  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.,  at  which  period  they  are  mentioned,  in  an  old  sur- 
vey of  Chalk,  as  having  been  in  the  possession  of  one.Brrati 
where  tliey  continued  till  the  fcth  of  Henry  VII.,  .when  John 
Brent,  esq.  conveyed  them,  as  appears  by  a  fine  levied  in  that 
year,  to  Sir  Henry  Wyatt.  His  son.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of 
Allington  castle,  in  the  32d  of  Henry  VIII.,  granted  tbeiuanors 
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•T  Raynhiirat  am)  Tytiiberwood,  with  aU  his  other  htndi  and 
pouenions  in  this  parish,  to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  other 
picmiMa.  After  that  period,  the  fee-aimple  of  ihfse  manors 
Rod  eatatea,  for  there  had  been  several  terms  of  them  granted 
tfl  different  pereona,  remained  vested  in  the  crown ;  and  Sir 
Peter  Manwood,  in  the  reign  of  Elizahetb,  became  posaassed  of 
the  then  aubaixting  term  of  the  manor  of  Tymbenrood,  with 
the  estatea  of  Clamlane  and  Felboroiigh,  who  passeil  away  hia 
ialereat  therein  to  Mendlield,  who  ahenated  it  lo  Mr.  James 
Ciiape.  The  fee  limple,  however,  of  this  property,  together  with 
that  of  the  manor  of  Raynburst,  still  rem  lined  in  the  crown  till 
Charles  I.,  in  l'>30,  passed  it  to  the  city  of  London,  whence  it 
wu  conveyed  by  sale,  thitt  yoar,  to  Mr.  Jamea  Crispe,  who 
devised  tiiese  manors  and  eatates  by  will  to  his  two  sons,  Thomas 
and  Jamea  Crispe. 

Tlie  mattors  of  RHynhurst  and.  Tymb  rwood,  with  Clam  lane 
sod  Pflboroogh,  passed  afterwards  into  the  possession  of 
Francis  Cottington,  esq.  of  Fonthill  abbey,  in  Wiltshire,  son 
of  Francis,  and  grandson  of  Manrice  Cottington,  brolber  of 
Francis  lord  Cottington,  sons  of  Philip  Cottington,  of  Godman- 
slon,  in  Somersetshire.  Lord  Cottington  dying  without  tsstie, 
his  nephew,  Francis,  became  his  heir ;  that  fomily  bearing  for 
ils  arma.  Azure,  a  fest  betweeM  three  roset,  or.  He  died  pos- 
seaaedof  thnn  in  1728,  as  did  his  son,  Franeis  Cottington,  esq., 
in  1760,  :On  whose  death  they  were '  alienated  to  Mr,  John 
JenLiaaon,  who  sold  the  estates  of  Clam  lane  and  Felborough 
to  Robert  Maxwell,  earl  of  Fambam ;  and  he  died  possessed  of 
them  in  1779,  without  isaae  male,  leaving  an  only  daughter. 
Lady  Harriet  Maxwell.  She,  the  following  year,  carried  these 
esutes  in  marriage  to  Dannie  Daly,  esq.  of  Ireland ;  but  the 
Bianor  of  Raynhurat  waa  aold  to  one  Brown,  whose  widow, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Brown,  was  afterwards  owner  of  this  estate.  The 
manor  of  Tymberwood  was  alienated  to  Mr.  Day,  whose 
deacendant,  Mr.  David  Day,  inherited  Uie  same. 

Chalk  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdiction  of 
the  dioeeMe  and  deamery  of  Rochester.  The  t^uroh,  dedicated 
to  St.  Hary^  appears  to  be  of  the  highest  antiquity,  and  con- 
sists of  two  atales  and  two  chancels,  with  a  sqMre  tower  at  the 
west  end,  in  which  are  three  bells.  The  porch  is  remarkable 
for  its  strange  and  whiuuical  ornaments,  a  taste  which  often 
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occnn  in  Gothic  architecture,  as  may  he  seen  In  natiy  oT  the 
ancient  ecclesiastical  baildings  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom* 
These  MngaUr^  grotesque  sculptures  convey  little  meaiiiog  or 
dnig;n,  and  ofipmr  to  beve  been  nierely  the  effects  of  eaprice 
and  the  fantastical  bnmour  of  the  archilecta  ;  in  this  ifietaDce, 
however,  Uie  artist  baa  indulged  his  sportive  fancy  in  a  manner 
much  too  loose  and  absurd  for  a  sacred  boilding.  On  the 
crown  of  the  arch,  at  the  entrance,  is  the  figure  of  a  man  in  the 
character  of  a  jolly  tipling  fellow,  holding  a  jog  with  both 
bauds,  and  looking  up,  with  a  most  expressive  laughing  counte- 
nance, to  a  grotasque  figure  in  the  attitude  of  a  posture  master 
or  tumbler.  Between  these  figures,  in  a  niche  or  recess,  orna- 
mented witli  a  neat  painted  Gothic  arch  and  roses,  formerly 
stood  the  image  of  the  Virgin.  The  impropriety  of  its  being 
placed  between  two  such  ludicrous  figures,  we  shoahl  imagine, 
could  not  escape  observation,  and  of  conrse  excite  disgust  in 
the  congre^tion,  who,  as  good  Catholics,  usually  made  their 
reverenoe,  when  they  approached  the  edifice. 

It  has  been  conjectured  that  the  figures  above  described  were 
placed  there  to  commemorate  a  Give  Ale,  bequeathed  by  one 
William  May,  of  this  parish,  in  1612.  The  personage  in  qae»- 
tion  directed  that  "  his  wife  make  every  year,  for  his  soull.  an 
obit,  and  make  in  br«ui  aix  bnsfaelU  of  wheat ;  and  in  drink, 
ten  bushells  of  nsaultj  and  in  cheese,  twenty  jMnce;  te 
give  to  the  poor  people,  for  the  beahh  of  bis  soull :  aad  that 
^ter  the  decease  of  his  wife,  hia  executors  and  feoffisn  should 
continue  the  oiit  before  rehearsed,  for  evermore." 

Among  other  monuments  in  this  church,  is  onrfor  Henry  Roy, 
vicar  of  Chaike ;  and  another  for  Edward  Daring  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  obt.  1698.  In  the  nave  is  a  brajM  plate  for  William 
Martyn,  obt.  1416,  HBd  Isabella  bis  wifet  the  former  was  a 
great  benefactor  t«  tbia  church,  as  appeared  in  Weaver's  time, 
as  well  in  the  glan  -of  the  windows  as  in  other  parte  of  this 
structure. 

The  church  of  Cbslk  anciently  beUmged  to  the  Benedictine 
priory  of  Norwich,  and  in  the  15th  ol  Edward  I.  waa  valued  at 
thiify  marks. 

The  king  is  patron  of  this  vicarage,  which  was  a  dischaiged 
living  in  the  king's  books,  of  tbe  clear  yearly  certified  valdc  of 
£40,  the  anaual  tenths  of  which  were  12s.  4id. 
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Ib  182),  UwK  were  eigbty>t«o  dnellings  in  liie  parish  of 
Chalk ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
popuUtioa  was  tftken  by  order  of  Parliament;  the  numbera 
of  inhabitants  were  as  ft^ow :  males  206,  females  218,  making 
a  total  of  424  souls. 

Northward  from  Chalk  lies  Dshton,  called,  in  ilte'TextUM 
A^^ami.  Dbmitdnb,  and  in  Domesday  record  Danitime, 
wliich  name  it  is  supposed  to  have  acquired  from  having  beea 
the  habitation  of  the  Daoes,  that  'a,  Da»e  town.  It  is  now 
nmally  called  Lower  DcBton,  from  its  low  situation  near  the 
manb«s,  and  also  Denton,  near  Graveaend,  to  distif^nish  it 
bom  Denton,  near  Elefaam,  in  this  coun^. 

Tbii  puish  lies  on  the  east  side  of  die  road  leadir^  from 
Chalk  stnet  to  Qraveseod.  and  is  distant  from  that  place  about 
CBw  milo.  Thf  extent  from  north  to  south  is  less  than  two 
miles,  and  in  breadth  only  half  a  mile.  It  contains  about  430> 
acres  of  land,  vheieof  100  are  mafdies,  and  its  contiguity  to 
the  same  lender  it  very  unhealthy.  The  surface  is  extremely 
Sat,  the  soil  a  good  fertile  mould  towards  the  north,  and  light 
and  cbalk;  to  the  south;  there  were  formerly  but  two  houses 
in  this  parish,  one  of  which  was  \\m  court  lod^  and  the  par- 
sooage,  built  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Gilbee.  ' 

it  was  givo)  while  Elffstan  was  bishop  of  RoebeateK,  who- 
came  to  that  see  in  945,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew's,  Rocbe»~ 
ter,  as  two  plough  lands,  by  one  Birtrick,  of  Meopbam,  with 
tlie  consent  of  Elfawitbe,  hia  wife.  Being  wrested  from  that 
eharob  soon  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  the  Danish  wars,  it 
was  nltimatelj  seized  on  by  King  Uartrid  ;  and  oo  the  aocessioa 
of  WilHaqi  the  Conquers,  was  by  hnn  given  to  Odo  bistiup  of 
Bayeoz ;  but  Archbishop  Laofranc  recovered  it  again  in  1076, 
and  restored  it  to  Bishop  Gundulph  and  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew's ;  which  gift  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Archbishup 
AosebD  and  several  of  his  successors. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  iniory  of  Rooh«ater»  in  the  33d  of 
Henry  VIU.,  this  manor  was  surrendered  to  the  king,  who 
settleid  it  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester  ; 
in  whom  this  inheritance  has  continued. 

No  court  has  bem  held  for  thu  manor  for  many  years  past. 

Gilbert  de  Tunlnidge,  bob  of  Richard,  about  the  year  1 100, 
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restored  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochester,  their  lands, 
which  were  within  his  lowy  of  Tunbridge,  viz.  Unfring^ri, 
near  Barne,  wbich  belonged  to  Prendesbury  ;  and  Dudichinea- 
dene,  which  lay  at  Denton ;  both  manors  belonging  to  them,  to 
hold  the  lanie  freely  and  quietly,  for  ever. 

This  parish  was  anciently  contributary  to  the  repairs  of  tite 
ninth  pier  of  Rochester  brid>re. 

'.  Denton  is  within  the  rcclesiabtical  jokisdiction  of 
the  diocese  and  deanerjf  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  was  but  a  small  buildinE;,  containing  one  aisle, 
with  a  chancel  and  bell  tower.  It  stood  on  a  bank,  close  to  the 
road  side,  the  whole  having  been  for  a  considerable  lime  in 
ruins,  though  it  was  not  in  that  state  at  the  period  when  Kil- 
bum  wrote,  that' is  to  say,  in  the  middle  of  the  17lh  cen- 
tury. Soon  afler  that  dale,  service  having  been  discoothiued 
therein,  the  materials  were  taken  down  and  sold,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of.  Tlie  exterior  walls,  for  the  most  part,  remain, 
having  the  buildings  of  the  adjoining  farm-yard  built  up  against 
the  north  side  of  the  edifice*  On  the  sonth-east  human  bones 
have  at  times  been  dug  up,  as  in  that  direction  was  the  cemetery, 
which  spot  was  converted  into  the  farm-yard. 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the  death  of 
Charles  I.,  a  survey  was  taken,  in  1660.  of  this  parsonage,  by 
order  of  the  state,  when  it  was  returned,  that  Denton  was  a 
small  pariah,  containing  only  two  houses,  and  but  one  farm  near 
it ;  that  it  was  a  parsonage  impropriate,  belonging  to  the  Ule 
bishop  of  Rochester,  worth  £26  per  annum  ;  in  which  state  it 
remained,  the  parsonage  continuing  part  of  the  possessions  of 
the  bishop  of  Rochester. 

In  the  last  census  of  the  population,  taken  in  1821,  the' 
returns  of  Denton  parish  are  included  in  the  foregoing  parish  of 
Chalk. 

Eastward  from  Denton  lies  Mbrbton,  written  in  the  Textut 
Jtoffensii,  Mbrbstunb.  This  place  derives  irs  name  from  its 
situation,  being  flat  and  low,  and  the  soil  naturally  marshy. 
It  has  now  become  so  obscure,  as  scarcely  to  be  known  as  a 
parifh. 

This  district  is  esteemed  as  part  of  the  parish  of  Shome,  in 
regard  to  its  civil  jurisdiction,  though,  as  in  reference  to  il« 
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Kclenastical  staU,  it  still  contioaes  a  separate  parish.  It  bas 
been  sssessed  as  part  of  Shorae,  to  the  maintenance  of  th6  poor 
there,  from  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  the 
pariah  books.  It  lies  at  a  small  distance  from  the  high  London 
road,  at  Gadshill,  in  the  flat  vale  below  it,  and  contaios  only 
160  Bcrei  of  land,  the  soil  of  which  is  very  fertile.  Aa  early 
as  the  reign  of  Henry  VI..  this  little  puish  seems  to  have  beea 
entirely  destitate  of  inhabitants.  The  state  of  it  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  last  centory  (and  we  believe  it  continues  much  the 
itne,)  may  be  seen  from  the  following  descriptioa,  taken  mostly 
from  the  register  of  the  bishops  of  Rochester. 

Hie  perish  of  Menton  contains  aboat  ISO  acres,  and  bounds 
the  parish  of  Shorne  on  three  sides,  and  that  of  H^ham  on  th« 
fourth.  The  place  where  the  chorch  oaoe  stood  is  now  a  wood, 
contaiinDg  foar  or  five  acres,  called  Chapel  wood,  belonging  to 
Gtmq  tvm,  situated  afano&t  in  a  direct  line  between  the  churches 
of  Shorne  and  Higham,  and  not  far  westward  from  Shoms 
green.  Within  this  wood  is  a  deep  ditch  or  intrenchmeat,  which 
appears  to  have  been  anciently  a  fortification ;  it  ia  a  square, 
contaioing  about  three  acres,  the  sides  whereof  lie  according  to 
the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass.  Within  are  many  rieioga 
and  inequalities,  which  might  probably  have  been  the  foundap 
tioQS  of  boildings.  At  the  eastern  part,  about  fifteen  paces 
from  the  chorch,  some  ruins  are  still  remaining,  by  which  it 
qipears  to  have  been  fifiteen  paces  long,  and  seven  broad ;  and 
about  ten  rods  soutfaward  from  the  weet  end  of  this  site  is  a 
very  deep  draw-well.  There  is  now  no  path  or  way  remaining 
to  this  place,  excepting  over  ihe  ploughed  or  pasture  grounds. 

Hebstoh,  otherwise  Grebn  manob,  was,  in  the  reigu  of 
Henry  III.,  the  property  of  John  de  Banstede;  but  in  that  of 
Edward  I.,  it  was  possessed  by  Robert  de  Sancto  Claro,  or  St. 
Clere,  who  held  it  as  one  knight's  fee  of  Wuine  de  Monteheniie. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  the  manor  of  Merston  was  the 
estate  of  Sir  Hugh  Fitzsymond,  Who,  in  the  20th  yeair  of  that 
feign,  paid  respective  aid  for  it  as  one  knight's  fee,  which 
Robert  de  St.  Clere  held  here  of  Warine  de  Montchensicu 
After  that  family  became  extinct,  this  manor  devolved  to  the 
name  of  Smith,  in  which  it  remained  till  the  banning  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  alienated  to  John  Jorden. 
who  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Anthony  Tuitysham,  esq.,  and  he 
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sold  it  in  that  reign  to  George  Brooke.  lord  Cobham.  His 
graodsoit.  Sir  John  Brooke,  sfterwardB  ponesBed  it,  and  alien- 
ated the  fame  to  James  Stuart,  duke  of"  Richmond,  who  died 
posseased  of  it  in  1655;  in  whose  family  it  continned  down  to 
Charles  duke  of  Richmond,  who  died  poaseased  of  it  in  1673, 
without  issne,  leaving  Catherine,  hia  only  sister,  his  next  heir. 
She  married,  as  preriously  mentioned,  Henry  lord  Obrien,  soon 
after  which,  in  1695,  this,  among  the  rest  of  the  late  duke  of 
Richmond's  estates,  wu  sold  to  pay  hia  debts ;  at  which  period 
this  estate  had  lost  even  the  reputation  of  being  a  manor,  and 
was  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Oreen  Farm.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  Sir  Joseph  Williameon,  since  which  it  has  passed  in 
the  same  succession  of  owners  as  Cobham  hall,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Damley. 

Mbrston  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  pecaltar  of  the  archhishoii, 
IB  as  such  in  the  lUaaery  of  Shoreham.  The  church,  dedit!at«l 
to  St.  Giles,  was  formerly  esteemed  but  as  a  chapel  to  Uic 
church  of  Shornej  as  appears  from  the  Textiii  Rofflemis, 
■  It  has,  as  previonsly  mentioned,  been  long  in  ruins.  In  1455, 
there  were  no  inhabitants  remaining  here,  and  as  it  was  probable 
-the  church  would  in  future  continne  without  parishioners,  and 
the  income  of  this  benefice  being  worth  no  more  than  thirty 
ahillingti,  Ctnbi  anitis,  which  was  not  a  sn£Scient  tnaintenance 
for  any  chaplain,  John,  then  bishop  of  Rochester,  granted  his 
licence  to  John  Hedon,  chaplain,  recitor  of  this  church,  that  he 
for  the  future  should  not  be  obliged  to  reside  or  exercise  the 
cure  of  souls  here  till  parishioners  should  resort  thither  to  dwell. 
However,  as  the  diurch  was  then  standing,  the  bishop  enjoined 
that  he,  or  some  one  for  him,  should  celebrate  mass  and  other 
divine  offices  annually  therein,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Giles,  con- 
fessor and  abbot ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  that  he  should  cause 
it  to  be  decently  repaired.  It  was  valued  in  the  king'ii  books  at 
£2  13  4,  the  yearly  tenths  being  5s.  4d. 

Th6  patronage  of  this  rectory  has  been  for  many  years  vested 
in  the  crown. 

In  the  last  censas  of  the  population,  taken  in  1821,  the 
parishea  of  Merstoti  and  Shome  are  returned  together,  the 
number  of  dwellings  being  115,  males  423,  females  353,  making 
a  total  of  776  souFs. 
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Tbb  vabish  or  Sbormb,  called,  id  the  Textus  Roffentii, 
ScosBNB,  and  in  other  ancient  recordi  Sontt  and  Schomes,  is 
■boat  three  miles  in  extent  either  way.  The  high  road  from 
Loadon  to  Rocbeiter  rune  through  it;  westward  of  which  are 
the  banilets  of  Lower  Sbome  and  Sborne  graen,  where  the 
troond  is  low  and  flat.  Southward  of  the  rpad  it  risei  op  to 
the  viJIage  of  Shome,  through  orchards  and  Bmall  enclosBres  of 
eto  trees ;  the  chunh  stands  in  the  centre,  and  at  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  distant,  northward,  is  a  good  house,  which  was  for  some 
derations  the  property  and  residence  of  the  family  of  the 
Haplewlen's,  several  of  whom  lie  buried  in  this  church,  baring 
borae  for  their  arms,  Salil«,aerottfirmeej!teluie,aaa.ppeAn  by 
ibe  risitation  of  this  county  in  1619,  in  which  there  is  a  pedigree 
of  this  family,  settled  at  different  times  bere  and  at  Rochester, 
Hwaetoondeo,  and  Maidstone.  The  last  of  that  line,  Jarris 
Maplesden,  esq. ,  died  here,  leaving  his  widow  and  four  daugh- 
ien;  and  Mrs.  Maplesden  afterwards  possened  this  estate. 
There  is  also  another  house  in  this  village,  built  by  Mrs.  Jane 
Ayerst.  widow  of  Dr.  William  Ayerst,  prebend  of  Canterbury, 
who  died  in  1777.  and  by  her  will  gave  it  to  her  only  surviving 
son,  the  Rev.  Robert  Gunsley  Ayerst. 

Westward  of  the  villsgo  are  the  hamlets  of  Shome,  Ifteld, 
sad  Thooy;  between  which  there  is  much  rough  ground  or 
hn.tit,  and  at  a  little  distance  southward  the  manor  of  Randdl. 
Abont  half  a  mile  eastward  from  the  chqrch  is  the  hamlet  of 
&bomo  Ridgway;  northeastward  from  which  is  much  hilly 
^nnd  and  coppice  wood,  extendipg  to  both  sides  of  the  London 
road.  There  are  still  more  on  the  southern  sides  of  this  parish, 
reuehing  to  the  bounds  adjoining  the  old  Roman  road  leading 
from  Shiiiflewell,  by  Cobham-park  pales,  to  Rochester.  The 
soil  of  this  parish  is  in  general  a  fertile  loam,  which  becomes 
nore  so  as  it  extends  northward,  nearer  to  the  marshes,  where 
is  chiefly  a  smooth  plain  surf|ice.  The  air  of  this  parish  is  not 
rsteemed  very  healthy,  in  consequence  of  its  exposure  and  con- 
tiguity to  the  large  tract  of  marshes  adjoining  the  Thames. 

The  environs  of  Shorne  are  particularly  interesting,  on  account 
of  their  varied  and  picturesque  beauties ;  there  are  also  very 
pleasing  walks  between  Shorne  and  the  Half-way  or  Beaf-steak 
hooae  on  tlie  high  road.  Two  stations  have  been  selected  as 
very  charming  points  of  yiew  :  a  summer-house,  in  a  field,  on 
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the  south-east,  and  a  tree,  furnished  with  a  seat,  in  a  fi^  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  Cobham,  near  the  path  to 
Shonie  mill.  Shome  Mead  Battery,  in  this  pariah,  may  be 
inspected  by  pursuing  a  different  route  from  Milton,  that  is  to 
say,  along  the  sea  bank,  which  at  high  water  affords  a  most 
enchanting  walk.  The  battery  in  qaestion,  moundng  iow 
twenty-four  pounders,  was  erected  in  1796,  for  the  better  de- 
fence of  the  river,  and  much  resembles  another  raised  at  Lower 
Hope  Point.  . 

In  the  I4tfa  of  Henry  II.  part  of  this  parish  was  the  king's 
demesne,  for  which,  in  the  aid  then  collected,  the  sheriff  paid 
into  the  exchequer  the  sum  of  36s.  8d.,  and,  in  the  33d  of  that 
reign,  £4  were  assessed  for  gross  tallage.  At  the  latter  end  of 
that  reign,  Jordanus  de  Nevile  held  one  knight's  fee  in  Somes, 
of  Walter  Fitzhelt,  who  held  the  same  again  crf'the  king  in  eoi 
pite.  John  de  Nevile  eucceeded  him  in  the  possession  of  this 
place,  and  by  his  deed,  still  preserved  in  the  Surrenden  libiaiy, 
released  and  granted  to  Henry  Cobeham,  for  homage  and  ser- 
vice, eighteen  shillings  rent  in  the  meadow  of  Boleham,  which 
he  held  of  him  and  his  ancestors,  as  belonging  to  his  manor  of 
Sornes,  to  which  deed  there  is  the  seal  of  John  Nevile  appen- 
dant, being  a  shield  with  &  chief  indented.  He  passed  away 
Shome  manor  by  deed  of  gift  to  Roger  de  Northwood,  who  was 
possessed  of  it  in  the  30th  of  Henry  III.,  as  appears  by  the  pipe 
roll  of  that  year.  He  died  owner  of  this  estate  in  the  13th  of 
Edward  I. ,  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite,  by  the  service  of 
one  knight's  fee.  His  son,  Sir  John  de  Northwood,  in  the  21st 
of  that  reign,  claimed,  and  was  allowed  _^«  owrren,  and  the 
usual  privileges  of  a  manor  here,  at  which  time  the  king  brought 
a  writ  of  right,  and  claimed  this  manor,  but  the  jury  decided  it 
against  him.  After  this  he  claimed  of  Sir  John  four  marks  and 
four  pence  annual  rent,  but  the  jury  decided  that  also  against 
him,  finding  that  the  rent  belonged  to  the  manor.  This  Sir 
John  Northwood  changed  the  tenure  of  his  lands  from  gavelkind 
to  knight's  service,  and  afterwards,  together  with  his  son  and 
grandson,  accompanied  that  monarch  in  his  victorious  expedir 
tion  into  Scotland,  and  was  several  times  sheriff  for  this  county, 
having  been  summoned  to  Parliament  among  the  barons  of  the 
realm.     He  died  shortly  after  possessed  of  this  manor. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  gtandson,  Roger  de  Northwood, 
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■bodied  in  the  34tlior  Edward  III.  possessed  of  this  manor, 
bild  of  tbe  king  iu  capite,  by  the  service  of  carrying;,  tc^ther 
with  others,  the  king's  tenants,  a  certain  white  standard  towards 
Scotland,  in  the  wars  of  the  king,  for  forty  days,  at  his  own 
expense. 

This  tenare  was  customary,  not  only  in  England,  bat  else- 
where; for  Selden,  in  his  Titles  of  Honor  observes,  out  of 
Prelncius's  Discourses  upon  the  State  of  Poland,  that  in  1530, 
Albwt,  oiarquis  of  Brandenburg,  received  his  investiture  by 
the  delivery  of  a  banner  from  the  hands  of  Sigisniund,  king  cX 
PolKitd;  aud  his  brolher  George,  on  being  indocted  to  that 
ngniory,  by  this  ceremony,  in  his  own  and  his  brother's  name, 
bad  to  place  his  hands  upon  the  banner;  and,  when  tbe  above- 
mentioned  banner  was  delivered  to  an  heir  whose  title  was  not 
freerrom  controversy,  he  was  only  admitted  to  touch  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  same. 

He  left  by  bis  wife  Julian,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Geoffry 
de  Saye,  Sir  John  Northwood  his  son  snd  heir,  but  he  never 
cane  to  the  possession  of  this  manor,  for  Julian,'  bis  mother, 
held  it  in  dower,  and  survived  him.  On  her  death,  Roger  de 
Iforthwood  succeeded  to  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  possessed, 
leaving  Agnes  his  wife  surviving,  who  held  it  also  as  part  of  her 
dower;  she  subsequently  married  Christopher  Shuckbrooke, 
aod  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  6th  of  Henry  IV. 

After  her  death  the  property  went  by  sale  to  Sir  Arnold 
Savage,  of  Bobbing,  who  had  been  sheriff  in  the  Slh  and  9th 
years  of  Richard  II..  and  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  5th  of  Henry  IV.,  as  well  as  a  privy  counsellor.  He  died 
in  the  12tb  year  of  the  laUer  reign,  possessed  of  this  manor, 
Khich  he  held  by  the  like  service  of  carrying  a  standard,  as  above 
mentioned.  His  son,  Arnold  Savage,  died  without  issue, 
leaving  Eleanor,  his  sister,  sole  heir,  who  had  married,  first.  Sir 
Reginald  de  Cobham,  by  whom  she  had  no  issue,  and  secondly 
William  Clifford,  esq.,  who  in  her  right  became  entitled  to  the 
jKMseasion  of  this  manor. 

He  was  son  of  Sir  Lewis  Clifford,  k.o.,  descended  from  the 
Clifford's,  of  Clifford's  castle,  in  Herelonlshirei  and  served  tbe 
office  of  sheriff  of  this  county  in  the  I3tb  of  Henry  VI.  His 
great  grandson,  Lewis  Clifford,  esq.  passed  it  away  by  sale  to 
£ir  George  Nevil),  lord  Abergavenny,  who  uli,cnatGd  it  to  George 
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Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  in  the  reign  of  Heory  VIII.,  aad  hit 
grandxon,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  being  attainted,  his  eaUtes  be- 
came forreiled  to  the  cixiwn. 

This  manor  or  Shorno  thus  paBsing  to  tbe  crown.  King  Jame* 
fCranted  the  manor  to  Sir  Robiert  Cecil,  part  of  Salisbury,  who 
alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Leveson,  of  Wfaorne's  place,  whose 
eldest  son  dying  without  i»ue  malf ,  was  succeeded  in  this  and 
^ia  other  estates  by  his  brother.  Sir  Richard  LeveBoh,  k.b.,  of 
Trentham,  in  Staffordshire.  He,  in  tbe  rei^  of  Charles  I, 
aold  the  manor  ofShorne  to  Mr.  Alderman  George  Woodyer, 
-of  Satis,  in  Rochester,  who  bore  for  his  arras.  Sable,  thm  kot 
•pardt'  heads  in  fexs,  between  nine  flewt  de  Ha,  argent,  whose 
descendsnt,  William  Woodyer,  esq.  qt  Shorne,  died  posaessed 
of  it  in  1732,  and  by  will  dcFised  it  to  Mr.  John  THylor,  his 
sister's  son,  who  bore  the  same  amis  aa  thme  of  Maidstone  and 
Shadoxhiirst.  He  conveyed  the  property  by  salt,-in  l7Sii,  to 
Thomas  Gordon,  esq.  of  Rochester,  whose  sole  danghtar  and 
heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  first  eousin,  William  Gordon, 
•esq.  of  Bully  hill,  in  176^,  when  the  latter  died  possessed  oftfaia 
nianbr  in  1776,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  and  bis 
■widow,  Elizabeth  Gordon,  surviving,  who  remained  potaeated  of 
this  estate. 

There  is  a  court-left  and  court-baron  held  for  this  manor, 
the  title  of  which  is  the  manor  of  Shone,  with  the  hundrtd  ijf 
Shamel  appendant  to  the  same. 

Randall,  formerly  called  Roundall,  and  Runbals,  is  a 
manor  in  this  parish,  which,  though  at  present  of  little  repnte, 
was  anciently  of  some  note,  as  having  been  one  of  the  seats  of 
the  noble  family  of  the  Cobham's,  where  it  is  said  they  resided, 
previous  to  their  removal  to  Cobham  hall. 

John  de  Cobham,  lord  of  Cobham,  possessed  this  manor  ia 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  who  left  by  his  first  wife  twp  sons, 
John,  who  was  ancestor  of  the  Cobham's,  of  Cobham,  and  of 
Belluncle,  and  Henry,  to  whom  he  gave  this  manor  of  Randal), 
who  was  commonly  called  le  Uncle,  to  distinguish  him  from 
Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  son  of  bis  elder  brother  John. 

He  was  several  times  sherifi^  of  this  county,  and,  in  the  reign 
ofHdward  T.  was,  \vith  three  others  of  his  family,  attendant  on 
that  king  during  his  victorious  expedition  into  Scotland.  He 
died  in  tlic  reign  of  Edwart}  II.,  apd  lies  buried  in  tbiacfaurcb. 
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where  bis  figure  alill  remains  on  his  tomb,  armed  m  mail,  and 
crou-tegged.  He  married  Joane,  dtlest  of  the  two  daughters 
umI  eobeirs  of  8te[rfien  de  Pencestre,  by  whom  be  had  a  son 
Stephen  de  Cobham,  who  was  of  Randall ;  and,  in  the  34th  of 
Edward  I.,  when  Prince  Edward  was  Icnighted,  with  bathing 
and  other  aacied  ceremonies,  he,  the  said  Stephen,  received, 
with  many  others,  the  lilce  honour. 

Upon  the  death  of  Joane,  his  mother,  in  the  IStb  or  Ed- 
vard  II.,  performing  hia  fealty,  he  shared  in  the  lands  of  Iter  ' 
inheritance,  mkI  having  been  anmmoned  t*  Parliament  amoog 
the  barona  of  t^is  realm,  died  in  the  6th  of  Edward  III,  poa- 
■esaed  of  the  manot,  with  another  called  Oklngton,  in  this 
parisb^  leaving  John  his  son,  and  Avice  his  wife,  surviving,  who 
held  tbem  for  her  life,  and  died  in  the  14lb  year  or  that  reign, 
npon  which  John  their  son,  before  mentioned,  became  poasessed 
«f  the  manor  of  Roundale,  with  that  of  Okington.  He  dying 
in  the  36th  year  of  the  same  reign,  was  succeeded  therein  by 
Thomas  de  Cobham,  hia  son,  in  whoae  descendants  theyrew 
naioed  till  alienated  to  one  Wyatt,  in  which  name  they  cont>- 
aned  till  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Alyogton,  in  the  32d  of  Henry 
Vin.  sold,  by  way  of  exchange  to  that  monarch*  among  other 
premises,  the  manors  of  Randall  and  Okington,  with  their  rights, 
membara,  and  appurtenances. 

King  Henry  VlII,,  in  his  37th  year,  in  consideration  of  other 
premises,  graBt«d  the  manor  of  Randall  to  GeorKe  lord 
Cobham,  who  purchased  of  Sir  Anthony,  in  the  7th  of  Edward 
VI.,  the  manor  of  Okington,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by 
that  prince,  in  hia  4tb  year,  to  hold  in  eapUe,  by  knight's  ser- 
vice. His  grandson,  Henry  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  being  found 
gailty  of  high  treason,  as  frequently  before  mentioned,  the4e 
among  his  other  estates  became  forfeited  to  the  cro4n; 
after  which,  the  manor  of  Randall,  with  many  other  estates 
belonging  to  Lord  Cobham,  waa  granted  by  King  James,  in  bis 
lOtb  year,  to  his  kinsman,  Lodowiok  Stuart,  duke  of  Lenox. 
afterwoids  created  duke  of  Richmond'  It  then  descended  im 
like  manner  as  that  of  Cobham^  to  James,  duke  of  Richmond* 
who  died  at  Elsineur,  in  Denmark,  in  1672,  without  issue, 
leaving  Katharine,  bis  only  sister,  his  next  heir,  married  to  Henry 
loidObrieD.  Soon  after  her  second  marriage  in  1695,  all  the 
estates  of  Charles,  late  duke  of  Richmond,  in  this  county,  wem 
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sold,  when  this  manor  was  purchaged  by  Captain  Roliert  Porten, 
itho  died  pOBsessed  of  it  io  1711.  He  left  this  estate  by  will  to 
Sarah  Tanner,  whose  daughter  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas 
Judd,  when  he  alienated  it  to  one  Donn,  who  sold  it  to  a 
Stevensoo,  from  whom  it  passed  in  like  manner  to  Mr.  Smitii, 
who  resided  at  Randall.  After  some  few  years  he  died  there  in 
l7£2,  intestate,  upon  which  several  claimants  appeared,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Henry  Bennett,  of  West  Smitli6eld,  being  the 
principal,  and  he,  after  the  death  of  the  others,  became  sole 
owner  of  this  estate.  He  left  Elizabeth  his  wife  surviving,  after 
trhose  death  it  became  the  properly  of  Walter  Mitchell,  esq., 
who,  about  1 793,  sold  this  manor  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  earl  of 
Darnley,  in  which  noble  family  the  property  still  coolinues 
Vested. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Shobne  is  within  the  ecclbsiastiOal  jukisdiction  of 
the  diocese  and  deanerif  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedi' 
Cated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  contains  a  very  curious  font,  com- 
|>bsed  of  Bethersden  marble;  it  is  octangular,  the  eight  com- 
partments round  the  basin  being  decorated  with  scnlptures,  re^ 
presenting  scriptural  subjects.  It  is  very  similar  to  that  in 
fiouthfleet  church,  and  probably  of  the  same  age. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  are  the  following :  for 
Thomas  Ellys,  vicar  of  Shorne  ;  William  Pepyr,  also  vicar;  and 
tleorge  Page.  In  the  nave  is  a  brass  plate,  and  figure  of  a  man, 
ID  memory  of  Joseph  Smith,  another  for  Edmund  Page,  a  tomb 
for  Eleanor  Allen,  and  another  for  George  Haysden,  of  Shome, 
as  well  as  a  memento  for  Thomas  Sharpe.  In  the  chancel. 
*oulh  of  the  rectory,  formerly  belonging  to  the  manor  of 
Randall,  (which,  on  the  attainder  of  Henry  lord  Cobham,  de- 
volved to  this  parish,  and  has  been  repaired  by  the  inhabitants 
at  no  small  expense  ever  since,)  in  the  north-east  comer,  on  an 
altar  monument  raised  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  is  the  por* 
traiture  of  Sir  Henry  de  Cobham  le  Uncle,  armed  in  chain  mall, 
and  cross-legged  ;  and,  on  the  margin  of  the  stone,  an  inscrip- 
tion in  French,  in  very  ancient  capital  letters,  for  Sir  Henry  de 
Cobham.  lord  of  Rundale  ;  there  is  also  a  brass  plate,  behig  the 
memorial  of  John  Herenden,  gent.,  andanother  forThomas^ 
sonofEdward  Page,  nnder  date  1568.  Eastward  of  the  latter 
appears  a  stone,  bearing  these  arms,  a  tower  with  ihfee  lurrett, 
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Old  M  each  a  fiau  impaHng,  on  a  fin,  a  lian  patsanl  gaardant, 
btt»ee»  three  crtut  erottUtf,  fitehee,  for  Bizad,  nife  of  Captain 
Robert  Porten,  of  thk  tntnor  of  Randall,  obiit  1704.  In  the 
thmoU,  north  of  the  rectory,  on  a  brass  plate,  are  the  flgores  of 
a  man  and  woman,  representing  John  Smith,  an^  Marian  his 
«tf»;  also  a  graVestane' for  Captain  Jarvis  Maplssdea ;  and, 
■0  ibe  ehnrchyard,  on  the  north  side  of  the  edifice,  a  larg* 
tmbstOM,  which  ooven  a  vault,  oonlainlng  the  family  of  the 
Bayaard'B, 

On  the  we^t  aide  of  the  road,  opposite  Mrs.  Maplesdeo's 
booie,  art  theiiiins  of  an  ancient  juncture,  supposed  to  bare 
been  those  of  a  chapel,  or  oratory,  from  a  stone  coffin  and  mkay 
kaman  bones  having  been  dog  up  in  exeaTating  a  foundation 
for  the  contiguous  building ;  no  evidence,  however,  exists  reUi<- 
tive  to  what  it  may  have  been,  or  by  whom  founded. 

The  church  of  Shome,  with  that  of  Cobham  appendant,  was 
piren  by  Henry  I.,  in  his  33d  year,  to  the  monastery  of  St. 
Savienr's,  at  Bermondsey,  whieb  gift  was  confirmed  by  Walter, 
bishop  of  Rochester,  who  granted  to  the  monks  a  parsonage  in 
tbeae  churches,  according  heense  to  the  vicars  serving  yearly 
tbcfcin,  who  idioald  answer  (o  the  bishop  and  bit  officials  for 
tbe  cure  of  souls.  That  appropriation  was  confirmed  to  them 
by  Laurence  bishop  Beoket,  and  the  prioty  and  convent  of 
Rocheeter,  inr  )24€  and  1270,  in  which  year  the  prior  and  coa«- 
fWt  of  Bermondsey  acknowledged  thonaelves  to  be  bound  to 
piytiiebisbop  and  his  suceessors  for  the  above  churches,  with 
that  of  Birhog  and  Kemsing  cum  Seale  added  to  tbem,  as 
appears  by  the  bishop's  regtsters. 

By  an  ancient  valuation,  taken  in  tlie  15th  of  Edward  I.,  the 
sbttteh  of  Shome  was  valued  at  tliirty-siz  marks,  and  the 
Tiearsge  at  ten  narks;  and,  in  tbe  20th  of  Edward  III.,  Uie 
tstimtte  was  the  same. 

This  church  remained  with  tbe  priory  tiH  the  dissolotion,  in 
tbe29tfa  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was,  together  with  the  lands 
sad' possession*,  surrendered  to  tbe  king. 

The  einirch  of  Shome  remained  vested  in  the  orotfn,  till  tbe 
above  nMoafcb,  in  his  36tk  year,  settled  it  on  tbe  dean  and 
dtaptar  of  Rochester,  ia  exebaage  for  tbe  manor  of  SoutfaAeet^ 
is  ttie  county,  and  on  that  aecount  the  original  tenth,  payable 
by  tte  dean  and  chapter  en  their  foundation,  whieb  K-as  £1 16) 
VOL,  IV,  og 
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wRi  altered,  and  Sbome  paraonflies  being  valued  at  £S  Qs.  per 
annum  above,  the  estioaate  ai  Southfleet  manor,  that  aum  was 
added,  and,  in  conBequence,  they  now  pay  ^125  6b. 

This  vicarage  was  T&lued  in  the  king's  boc^s  at  £13  1  8,  the 
yearly  tantha  being  £1  6  2. 

William  Pepyr,  vicar  of  this  pariah,  who  died  in  146A,  left  by 
will  to  his  succesBors  the  house  Id  which  be  dwelt,  on  condition 
that  they  should  not  Eue  his  executors  for  the  repairs  of  the 
vicarage ;  and  Thomas  Page,  of  this  parish,  by  will  under  data 
1495,  invested  in  the  vicar  and  his  trustees,  his  tenement,  called 
Normans,  in  Upper  Shorne,  for  a  dwelling  houjse  for  the  vicar 
and  his  auccesaora. 

In  the  last  census  of  the  population,  under  date  1821,  the 
population  of  Shorne  is  condensed  with  that  of  Merstoa  pre- 
viously described. 

Tbe  parish  op  Frindsbuby  is  called  in  ancient  charters 
Freandeibyri,  it  was  likewise  called  jEilingham,  otherwise 
Frindaburt/,  from  the  manor  so  called  in  this  parish. 

This  district  joins  the  river  Medway  partly  towards  tbe  south, 
and  wholly  eastward ;  it  is  near  five  miles  from  north  to  south, 
though  not  much  more  than  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  theaurface 
being  one  continued  hill  and  dale,  on  high  ground,  the  soil 
varying,  the  hills  mostly  chalk,  the  dales  a  loamy  earth,  but  to- 
wards Hoo  abounding  in  stiff  clay,  and  the  major  part  fertile  in 
corn  lands.  The  villaj^e  adjoins  the  town  of  Stroud,  on  tbe 
north  side,  appearing  as  part  of  the  same,  whence  the  ground 
rises  very  high  to  the  summit  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  church 
stands,  on  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  ri  ver  to  the  city  of  Rochester, 
forming  a  conspicnous  object.  At  the  north  end  of  Priodsbury 
street  the  road  branches  off  on  tbe  left  to  Cliff  and  Higham,  and 
straight  forward  leads  to  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  whereon,  distant 
about  one  mile,  is  Wainscott,  and  farther  on  Chattenden  ;  and, 
at  the  north-weat  boundary,  next  to  Cliff,  the  manor  of  .£sling- 
ham.  The  high  London  road  runs  along  the  soulbern  part  of 
this  parish  for-  nearly  a  mile  westward,  beyond  the  pond  called 
St.  Thomas's  watering  place,  at  a  amall  distance  from  which,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  tbe  road,  is  a  good  mansion,  built  by  Mr. 
David  Day.  who  named  it  LittU  Hermitage.  A  quarter  of  a 
mile  southward  of  the  road,  but  .nearer  Stroud,  is  Read  court. 
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berom]  which  thia  {likriBh  extends  to  the  hamlet  cellod  the  threo 
Crouches,  where  the  three  pamhes  of  Frindsbury,  Higham, 
UiA  Cobham,  meet. 

m  Medway  from  Stroud,  along  the 
m-  dock,  where  on  the  hill  is  a  reti- 
use,  having  a  beautirul  view  over  the 
id  adjoiniag  country,  till  itjoins  the 
,  mile  below  Upnor  castle,  northward, 
e  bill,  are  large  quantities  of  salt 
y  high  tide. 

ted  a  small  distance  below  Chatham 

;.     It   is  a  stone  building,  and  was 

h,  in  her  3d  year,  for  the  defence  of 

ears  past  there  has  not  been  a  gun 

:,  neither  is  there  any  platform. 

izine  of  powder  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

;Te  is  an  establishment  of  a  governor, 

ibeque,  master  gunner,  and  twelve 

is  also  an  officei's  guard  of  soldiers, 

:h  the  rest  of  the  forts  on  this  river, 

der  the  command  of  the  governor  of 

Be  is  a  fort  once  called  the  Swamp, 

lO  guns  have  been  mounted  there  for 

embrasures  having  been  long  moul- 

dded  away.     Aafithet/ort,  called  Cockkam  aood,  about  a  mile 

bl|ow,  on  the  same  side  the  Medway,  may  yet  be  seen,  but  all 

the  guns  are  dismounted,  and  scattered  on  the  ground.     Tlie 

gift  of  the  master  gunner's  place,  usually  held  by  some  invalid, 

lain  the  disposal  of  the  master  general  of  the  ordnance. 

'    Soonai  fort,  generally  called    the  Folly,  is  situated  still 

lower  down,  on  the  same  side  of  the  rivt;r,   where  there  are  no 

gDBs  mounted  ;  but  there  is  a  master  gunner  from  Upnor  castlei 

who  resides  there  for  a  week  at  a  time,  a  boat  being  allowed  for 

the  traospor ting  each  gunner,  and  his  provisions,  weekl<r  from 

Upnor  castle,  for  the  service  of  the  navy. 

.  The  south  tower  of  Upnor  castle  is  allowed  the  governor  for 
his  residence,  but,  on  account  of  its  dilapidated  state,  it  is  never 
inhabited.  Near  tbe  castle  are  some  good  barracks,  wherein 
the  gunners,  soldiers,  and  officer  commanding  on  the  spot,  are 
well  accommodated. 
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In  the  ^eign  of  Edward  I,«ia  conacquencc  of  a  long  drought, 
the  monLs  of  Rochetler  set  out  in  praosivjoii  t9  Frin^Ubory,  ia 
order  to  pray  for  rain ;  but  the  day  appoinl«d  profing  very 
windy,  they  were  fearful  their  lights  woull  be  extiDguiished, 
their  burners  toaied  about,  and  their  order  much  diacompoced, 
wherefore  they  deiired  leave  of  the  master  of  Stroud  hoapital  to 
pass  through  the  orchard  of  his  house,  who,  thinking  it  of  no 
consequence,  acquiesced,  without  the  coosent  of  his  brethren. 
They  understanding  this,  and  recollecting  that  the  hospital  was 
the  foundation  of  Gilbert,  bishop  of  Rochester,  whom  the 
monks*  predecessors  had  resisted  in  the  erection  of  the  same, 
fearing  the  latur  would  attempt  an  injury  to  their  privileges, 
hired  a  company  armed  with  clubs,  ice.  to  waylay  them  in  tfaa 
orchard,  where  they  assaulted  the  monks,  and  put  them  to 
flight.  Alter  that  event,  although  the  fraternity  desisted  from 
^ing  that  way,  they  nevertheless  compelled  the  men  of  Frinds- 
bury  to  appear  yearly  on  Whit  Monday,  in  procession,  with 
their  clubs,  to  Rochester,  as  a  penance  for  their  crime.  Hence 
was  derived  the  name  of  Frindsbury  clubs,  and  most  probably 
the  custom  whicb  the  boys  of  Rochester  and  Stroud  had  <^ 
meeting  on  May  day  annually,  on  Rochester  bridge,  with  clubs, 
and  there  skirmishing  with  each  other. 

Frindsbusy,  with  its  appendages,  £Blingham,  Brombeye, 
Cfaatindone,  Thomden,  Sec.  was  given  to  the  chorch  of  Rochester 
by  the  several  reigning  kings  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy, 
between  the  years  764  and  789,  of  whom,  OfFa  king  of  the 
Mercians,  was  the  chief  benefactor,  that  prince  giving  twenty 
plough  lands  lying  in  .£slingham,  by  which  name  this  parish 
seems  at  that  time  to  have  been  described. 

These  estates  were  wrested  from  the  church  of  Rochester 
during  the  danish  wars ;  after  which  they  devolved  to  Harold, 
and  on  the  accession  of  the  Conqueror,  were  by  him  given  to 
Odo  bishop  of  Bayeuz.  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  however,  re* 
covered  them  in  the  solemn  assembly  held  at  Peoenden  heath, 
in  1076,  and  restored  the  whole  to  Bishop  Gundulph ;  which 
gift  was  confirmed  by  several  succeeding  archbishops  of  Can> 
lerbury. 

Gundulph  having,  after  the  example  of  Archbishop  Lanfranc, 
divided  the  revenues  of  his  church  between  himself  and  the 
convent,  ailottt'd  the  manor  of  Frindsbury  to  the  monks;  to 
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whon  it  w«B  coaflnnecl  by   UftDiy  I.,  King  Stephen,  tnd 
Uenry  11. 

Wb«i)  Bishop  Gilbert  4«  GUnvella  came  to  tbe  see  of 
ItAcbeater,  in  1185,  he  olaimed  this  mauor,  among  other  pre" 
-saiMe,  giveq  to  tbera  by  Giindelph,  as  belonging  to  the  main* 
tenasoe  of  hie  table  j  to  which  the  monks  were  at  tei^th 
coMipelled  t9  submit.  Iq  eonsequenee  of  ttus,  aUbough  be 
wrested  the  advoweon  of  the  church  of  Frindsbury  from  tbe 
A«teraity,  they,  nevcTtheUes.  continued  in  possession  of  the 
nanor  tiU  the  dissoltttion  of  the  priory,  andcr  Ueory  VIII. 

Ib  the  7lh  of  Sdward  I.,  tbe  bishop  of  Rochester  daiised 
cwTtain  bbertiest  by  the  graet  of  Henry  1-,  >n  all  bis  laode  and 
fees,  and  otbere,  by  ancient  cjustom,  in  tbe  lands  of  the  priory  in 
Friodesberi,  as  well  ae  in  all  other  laods  btlooging  to  the  ehuroh ; 
tbo  whole  of  whioh  w^e  then  allowed  him  by  a  jury. 

In  the  2lflt  year  of  tbe  same  reign,  on  a  fiw  warratUo,  the 
pCMT  of  Rochester  claimed  that  he  and  bis  predeoesaors  had. 
ia  the  manor  of  Frindsbury,  view  Qf  frankpledge,  and  all 
Betters  belonging  thereto,  from  beyond  memory,  aad  that  those 
liberties  had  been  need  withoat  intwruption,  all  whieh  were 
flowed  by  the  jury. 

King  Edward  1.,  by  his  charter,  in  his  23d  year,  granted  to  , 
tbe  prior  and  convent  of  BAcbeeteT)  ,^ee  warren  in  all  their 
demeaoe  lands  of  thia  maaor. 

On  tbe  dissolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochester,  under  Henry 
VIIL,  tbe  manor  of  Frindsbury,. aad  its  appendages,  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  king,  who  sotm  after  settled  them  on  bia  new 
founded  dean  and  chapter  qf  Rochester,  in  whom  this  inheri- 
bsDoe  bus  continued. 

Tbb  manor  op  ^^tiNoiiAM  becoming  part  of  tbe  pos- 
sessions of  the  church  of  Rochester,  as  before  mentioned,  was 
afierwards  given  by  Bishop  Gundulph  to  Godfrey  Talbot,  but 
he  res«Ted  the  whole  tithes  for  the  use  of  his  monks ;  subse- 
(|ient  to  which,  this  manor  passed  into  the  family  of  tbe  St. 
Clere's. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  L,  John  de  St.  Clere  held  this  manor 
as  one  knight's  fee,  of  tbe  bishop  of  Rochester;  after  which, 
WiUiun  de  Brampton  and  Alicia  Eselyngham  possened  it,  and 
(heir  beira  paid  respective  aid  for  the  same,  as  one  knight's  fee, 
ia  the  3(hh  of  Edward  III. 
1 
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William  de  Halden  died  posBcned  of  Uiia  manor  in  the  5Ut 
year  of  that  reign ;  after  which  it  passed  into  the  family  of  the 
Neala's,  who  had  good  eittates  about  Highara;  and  thence  into 
that  of  the  Rykeld's,  or  Rikhill,  as  that  name  was  afterwardi 
apelt.  One  of  the  latter,  John  Rikhill,  was  sheriff  of  .^ling- 
ham  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  having  borne  for  bis  armi, 
gules,  two  hart,  argent,  between  three  atmulett,  or.  Hii 
descendant,  Thomas  Rikhill,  alienated  the  estate  to  R.  Fr<^)!n- 
ball,  whose  heir  passed  it  away'  by  sale  to  Audley  and  Fisher, 
and  they  sold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Cromwell,  afterwards  Lord 
Cromwell,  of  Okehom,  in  Rutlandshire.  He  was  the  eon  of  a 
blacksmith,  at  Putney,  in  Surrey,  and  had  been  a  common  soN 
dier,  under  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  at  the  sacking  of  Rome.  On 
his  return,  he  entered  the  service  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  to  whom 
he  proved  so  acceptable  for  his  dexterous  management  of  parti* 
cnlar  matters  in  which  the  cardinal  was  then  engaged,  that  he 
raised  him  from  obscurity,  and  paved  the  way  for  hia  attain* 
ment  of  the  high  offices  be  afterwards  enjoyed  under  Henry  Vlll. 
In  the  31st  year  of  that  prince,  he  procured  the  dtsgavelment 
of  his  lands  in  this  county,  and  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
earl  of  Essex,  and  soon  after  constituted  knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  lord  high  chancellor  of  England.  But  falling  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  king,  he  was  arrested  for  high  treason,  con- 
demned unheard  and  almost  unpitied,  when  he  waa  beheaded 
on  Tower  hill. 

'  On  his  attainder,  the  manor  of  ^slingham  devolved  to  the 
crown,  at  which  time  it  consisted  of  the  man^on  and  buildings, 
with  the  demesne  lands,  a  fishery  on  the  river  Medway,  and  the 
rectory  of  ^slingbam;  the  fee  of  which  thus  continned  till 
Queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Sir  William  Drury,  of  Norfolk. 
One  of  his  descendants,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated 
this  property  to  Henry  Clerke,  esq.,  sergeant  at  law,  and 
Tecorder  of  Rochester,  whose  descendant,  Gilbert  Clerk,  esq. 
of  Derbyshire,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Best,  of  Chatiiam; 
and  bis  son,  Mawdistley  Best,  esq.,  died  poBsessed  of  it  in 
1744.  He  by  will  devised  this  manor  to  his  seccmd  son,  Mr. 
James  Best,  of  Chatham,  who  died  in  1782,  and  his  eldest  son. 
Thomas  Best,  esq.  of  Bosley,  afterwards  possessed  the 
property. 
The  estate  colled  Bromhey,  or  Bromgebey,  was  giveti  to  the 
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ohareb  of  Rochester  in  the  time  or  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  hav- 
iofr  been  the  gift  of  Egeberht  king  of  Kent,  in  778  and  779 ; 
which  was  afterwards  confinned  by  OlFa  king  of  Mercia.  It 
was  then  aaid  to  be  situated  within  the  limits  of  the  caatle 
called  Hroreeaester,  having,  on  the  east,  Wuodafleet,  aad  on  the 
north,  a  marsh  called  Scaga,  which  the  water  of  Jaenlade  stir- 
roDQded.  This  estate  seems  afterwards  to  have  been  divided, 
when  part  remained,  as  appears  by  different  records,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  bishop  of  Rochester  ;  as  Richard  de  OreensLreet, 
ia  consideration  of  one  mark  stifling,  granted  to  Thomas  bishop 
of  Rochester  and  his  successors,  certain  lands  in  the  manor  of 
Brorohie,  adjoining  to  the  bishop's  barn  there;  and  in  1337, 
Bishop  Hamo  de  Heth  repaired,  at  great  expense,  his  grange  at 
Brumhege. 

Another  part  of  this  estate  was  granted  to  the  family  of  the 
Cobham's,  of  Cobham,  in  this  neighbonrbood,  by  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  to  hold  of  bim  and  his  saccessors ;  and  a  third  part 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochester, 
as  appears  by  the  Book  of  Aid,  taken  in  the  20th  of  Edward 
III',  at  which  time  Sir  John  de  Cobham  and  the  prior  of 
Rochester  held  half  a  knight's  fee  in  Bromhege. 

Sir  John  de  Cobham  held  his  part  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  his  descendant,  John  lord  Cobham, 
died  holding  it  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Bromhie,  in  the 
9th  of  Henry  IV.;  and  from  that  period,  we  imagine,  this  estate, 
which  has  for  many  years  lost  its  ancient  name,  has  passed,  in 
like  manner  as  Cobham  hall,  to  the  Riglit  Hon.  the  earl  of 
Darnley. 

It  appears,  from  the  Ttxtw  Roffemis,  that  there  was  once  a 
chapel  at  this  place;  for  bishop  Thomas  de  Waldham  by  his 
will,  in  1316,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  this  chapel  of  Bromhie, 
eight  marks. 

CuATTENDBH  IB  an  estate  in  this  parish,  once  accounted  an 
appendage  to  the  manor  of  Frindsbury,  and  as  such,  was  given 
lotbe  church  of  Rochester  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy. 
It  renained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  priory  on  its  disso- 
latien,  under  Henry  VIII.,  when  being  surrendered  to  that 
king,  he  granted  the  manor  of  Chattenden  to  Sir  George 
Brooke,  lord  Cobham;  after  which  it  descended,  in  the  same 
aaancr  as  Cobham  hall,  to  the  earl  of  Damley. 
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William  de  Hoo,  prior  of  St.  Andrew's,  Roehester,  having  for 
two  years  endured  much  perseculion,  for  not  consenting  to 
alienate  the  wood  of  Chetindone,  changed  his  habit,  and  died  a 
Aionk,  atWobome,  Lukede  Hores,  with  the  consent  of  bis  hetrs, 
granted  to  the  priory  and  convent  of  Rochester,  for  the  increase' 
of  their  manor  of  Frindabury,  land  at  Chetingdune,  called  the 
land  of  Eilric  Bishop.  In  exchange  for  which,  they  granted  to 
him  four  acres  of  meadow  in  Stodbroc,  adjoining  In  length 
against  the  ditch  of  Stroad  hospital. 

GoDoiMOTON,  otherwise  Waltons,  i»Aa  estate  lying  partly  in 
this  parish  and  Stroud,  which,  as  appears  by  the  escheat  rolls, 
was  once  reputed  a  manor.  In  the  30th  of  King  Edward  III., 
Simon  de  Godyngton  paid  aid  for  this  estate  as  half  a  knight's 
fee,  which  Alan  de  Godyngton  had  before  held  in  Frindabury  and 
Stitond,  of  Jeffrey  de  Scoland,  and  be  of  the  earl  of  Leicester. 
This  estate  appears  afterwards  to  have  been  divided,  pert  of  it, 
comprehending  the  manor  and  a  portion  of  the  demasne  lands 
lying  in  the  parish  of  Strond,  fell  into  tb«  potseaaion  of  the  priory 
•f  Roohevter ;  and  the  other  part,  including  the  mansion,  with 
a  portion  of  the  demesne  lands  aitnated  near  Prindsbary  church, 
afterwards  went  to  the  family  of  the  Charles's,  one  of  wh<Hn, 
Robert  Cbaries,  had  been  posseesed  of  land  about  Hilden,  in 
Tunbridge,  and  was  bailiff  of  the  forest  there  to  Robert  de 
Clare,  earl  of  Qloactater,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  In  Chat 
name  it  eontinoed  down  to  Richard  Charies,  of  Addidgton, 
who  dying  without  male  issne  in  the  llth  of  Richard  II.,  hra 
two  daughters,  Alice,  wife  of  William  Snaitb,  descended  from 
William  de  Snaitb,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.;  and  Joane,  wife  of  Richard  Ormeskirk,  became 
his  coheirs. 

On  the  division  of  their  inheritance,  this  estate  became  the 
property  of  William  Snaith,  who  in  right  of  his  wiPa  possessed 
Addington,  and  was  sheriff  in  the  9th  of  Henry  IV.  He  died  ' 
possessed  of  the  property  in  1409,  leaving  Alice  faia  sole  daagh> 
ter  and  heir,  who  married  Robert  Watten,  esq.,  and  be  resided 
at  Addington  in  her  right.  His  descendants  eoBtiDaed  ia  pos- 
BtsflioB  of  GoddingtoB,  heading  it  of  the  king,  as  of  his  dn<^y 
of ' Lancatter,  by  knight's  service,  till  Wilhan  Watton,  esq.  of 
Addingt«n,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  alienated  it  to  Francis 
Burnell,  esq.,  sei^eant  at  law,  and  recorder  of  the  city  of 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  «8a 

Rochester.     He  bore  for  bia  umg,  Et  mine  on  a  chief,  table, 
three  lalbolt'  heads  crated,  of  the  field. 

He  wai  elected  to  aerve  in  Parliament  for  the  city  of 
Rocheiterin  the  3Ut  of  Charles  11.,  and  dying  in  1679,  was 
interred  to  Rochester  cathedral.  By  his  wife,  Anne  Soner.  who 
died  in  1707,  he  left  three  sons,  Fraacis.  his  heir;  Henry, 
chapter  clerk  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Uochester ;  and 
Edmund,  prebend  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1765. 

Francis  fiarrell,  esq.  was  of  Rochester,  which  city  he  repre- 
lented  in  the  last  Parlianieat  under  King  William.  He  died  in 
1724,  leaving  by  Anne  Kitchell  his  wife,  who  died  before  bim^tii 
17)7,  one  sun  and  heir,  Francis,  and  four  daughters. 

Francis  Bareell,  esq.,  the  son,  left  two  surviving  daughters  ; 
tad  by  a  third  wife,  one  ton,  Francis,  who  died  before  him,  in 
1755,  setat.  seventeen,  so  that  his  two  daughters  by  his  first 
wife  became  his  coheirs. 

But  this  estate  of  Goddington,  however,  was  devised,  by  the 
will  of  Mr.  Sergeant  Barrell,  who  died  in  1679,  to  his  second  son, 
Hr.  Henry  Barrell,  who,  dying  unmarried  in  1754,  gave  it  by 
•ill  to  his  nephew,  Francis  fiarrell,  esq.,  for  his  life,  with  re- 
mainder to  his  niece,  Catherine,  wife  of  Josiah  Marshall,  esq., 
aod  ber  heirs,  for  ever.  Her  eldest  son,  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Marshall,^  vicar  of  Charing,  sold  it,  in  1780,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Ayres,  who  rebuilt  the  house,  and  dying  in  1796,  gave  it  by  will 
to  Mary  Anne  Hopkins,  who  sold  it  to  Oeoi^e  Gunning,  and  he 
afterwards  possessed  the  same. 

The  manob  of  Wainscot, otherwise  ParltAieiuYoke,  waa 
sncientiy  the  estate  of  a  family  of  the  name  of  Purlabien,  which, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  11.,  had  possetsions  here  and  at  Ked- 
brook,  by  Charlton,  in  this  county.  Soon  after  that  period, 
it  passed  to  the  Colepeper's,  of  Aylesford ;  in  which  family  it 
continued  till  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  in  the  leifrn  of  Elizabeth, 
alienated  it  to  Edward  Randolph,  whose  heir  sold  it  to  Somers, 
of  St.  Margaret's,  Rochester.  He  was  descended  froiu  William 
Somer,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vi.. 
ud  possessed  much  land  in  the  hundred  of  Uoo.  They  bore 
for  their  arms.  Vert,  a  damcetle  ermine. 

His  son,  in  the  reign  uf  Cliarles  I.,   alienated  the  estate  to 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  Rochester,   whence  it  passed  by  sale  to  Mr. 
Heury  Golding,  of  Uj>p(;r  Hailing,  whose  heirs  sold  this  manor 
VOL.  IV.  H  h 
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to  Francis  Brooke,  e&q.  of  Town  Mailing,  who  died  in  1782. 
He  gave  it  by  will  to  his  nephew,  Joseph  Brooke^  esq.  of  Town 
Mftllin^,  and  he  sold  it  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Holme,  as  he  did  to 
M  r.  John  Boghurst.  There  is  a  covrt-leet  and  court'baron  held 
for  this  manor. 

An  estate  once  existed  in  this  parish  called  Thorndkn,  or 
Thomindune,  which  was  held  of  the  manor  of  Frindsbury  by 
the  wife  of  Lord  Latimer. 

The  monks  of  St,  Andrew  claimed  tire  reversion  of  that  estate 
at  her  death,  but  she  affirmed  that  the  inheritance  belonged  to 
her  kindred.  Before  her  demise,  however,  she  gave  it  up,  with 
all  she  had  upon  the  land,  to  the  monks,  to  be  possessed  by  them 
for  ever,  placing,  at  the  same  time,  the  original  grant  of  the 
property  from  bishop  Gundulph  on  the  altar  of  St.  Andrew's; 
for  which  the  monkn  gave  her  sixty  ahillings,  and  promised  her, 
besides,  food  and  clothing  so  long  as  she  should  live ;  food 
from  the  cellarer  aa  much  as  for  one  monk,  and  one  dish  of  flesh 
four  days  in  the  week;  and  clothing  from  the  chamberlain, 
honourable,  and  such  as  became  her  age  and  person.  Also  to 
any  man  and  maid  servant,  who  attended  her,  such  food  as  the 
rest  of  the  servants  of  the  church  had  ;  and  further,  they  gave 
her  twenty  shillings,  yearly,  to  pay  their  wages  and  clothe 
them,  and  procure  other  necessaries  for  herself;  and  when  she 
died,  the  convent  agreed  that  they  would  bury  her,  and  keep 
her  anniversary. 

Frindsbdrt  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdictiok 
sf  the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  At  the  time  when 
Gundulph  came  to  the  see  of  Rochester,  a.d.  1075,  there  was 
no  church  here,  but  not  long  after,  one  was  erected  of  stone  by 
Pautinius,  sacrist  of  the  church  of  Rochester,  who  ornamented 
it  with  books,  vestments,  Sec. 

The  present  church  of  Frindsbury,  which,  however,  bears  no 
marks  of  any  great  antiquity,  is  dedicated  to  Ail  Saints,  and 
consists  of  two  aisles  and  once  chancel,  with  a  spire  steeple  at 
the  west  end,  in  which  is  a  peal  of  five  bells.  Richard  Young, 
bishop  of  Rochester,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  caused  several 
windows  to  be  made  in  this  church  ;  and  when  Lambarde  wrote 
his  Perambulation,  the  picture  of  that  prelate  was  still  remain- 
ing in  one  of  the  windows.  The  font  is  a  curious  specimen  of 
Gothic  architecture. 
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AmoDg  Other  monumenU  and  inscriptions  in  this  chureh  are 
the  following :  in  the  chancel,  on  tiie  north  wall,  a  memento 
far  William  Watson,  gent,  and  Rose  his  wife,  over  wliich  are 
the  arms  of  Watson.  A  memorial,  bearing  SabU,  an  eagle 
displayed,  or,  on  a  chief,  azure,  bordered  argent,  a  chevron 
between  two  cretcents  above,  and  a  rose  below,  or,  for  Robert 
MynoTs,  esq.,  governor  of  Upnor  castle,  obt.  1094.  In  the 
nare  are  tombs  for  tha  Fowler's ;  the  Couchman's ;  the  Kid- 
wdl's ;  the  Granger's ;  the  Almond's ;  the  Nash's ;  and  others. 
In  the  sooth  aiste  is  a  monument,  having  for  armorial  bearings, 
Azare,  a  dolphin  imbomed,  argent  ntuant,  argent  between  three 
exalop  shells,  or,  for  Henry  Needier,  gent.,  obt.  I66I;  another 
for  Robert  Oliver,  gent,  obt.  1666;  and  on  the  west  wall,  a 
moDument  for  Thomas  Butler,  who  served  Queen  Elizabeth  in 
England,  France,  and  Spain,  a.o.  1621,  with  tombs  for  Dennis 
his  wife,  under  date  1607,  and  Margaret,  whom  he  also  espoused, 
^.D.  1617. 

In  the  33d  of  Edward  III.,  the  church,  with  the  chapel  of 
Stroud,  was  taxed  at  sixty  marks,  and  in  a  subsequent  valuation, 
the  church  of  Prindsbury  was  estimated  at  100  marks.  In  the 
valuation  of  church  livings,  taken  A.o.  1650,  it  was  returned 
that  here  was  a  vican^e,  worth  £40  per  annum,  but  then 
sequestered;  and  also  one  chapel,  which  belonged  to  the  manor 
of  lelingham,  anciently  endowed  with  the  tithes  of  eight  score 
acres  of  land,  which  paid  only  to  the  parson  of  the  parish,  yearly, 
three  cops  of  wheat,  three  cops  of  barley,  and  three  of  oats ;  • 
and  to  the  minister,  13s.  4d.  per  annum,  the  said  chapel  being 
then  employed  as  a  barn.  This  vicarage  was  valued  in  the 
king's  books  at  £10  3  lU,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  0  4}. 

The  parsonage  of  Frindsbury,  and  advowson  of  the  vicarage, 
contimied  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  bishopric  of  Rochester. 
The  vicarage  bouse  is  situated  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from 
the  church,  the  situation  being  far  from  healthy ;  and  to  the 
living  are  annexed  fifteen  acres  of  glebe  land.  The  register  did 
not  commence  till  1669, 

The  family  of  the  Watson's  were  lessees  of  this  parsonage 
tnany  years,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  Barry  of  six  argent  ami 
gules,  three  crescents  ermine  on  a  chief  of  the  second,  tzoo  tilt 
spears,  their  heads  broken  off  in  saltier,  or.  William,  son  of 
John  Watson,  of  River  hall,  in  Essex,  settled  in  this  parish. 
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ill  the  reign  of  Hizabeth,  and  liia  descendants  coatioued  here 
afterwards  for  more  than  a  century. 

Gotceline  de  Haenherste  became  a  monk  in  the  priory  of  St 
Andrew's,  RochcBter,  and  gave  to  that  fraternity  half  Uie  tithe 
of  his  land  there  and  in  Frindsbury.  Tfais  portion  of  tithes  ia 
commonly  called  GoUeclui  portion,  which  arises  oat  of  cerUin 
fields  in  the  pari'shes  of  Frindsbury  and  Stroad.  ,In  1650,  these 
tithes  were  valued  at  10s.,  the  yearly  reserved  rent  being  2s. 

In  1821  there  were  279  dweUiogs  in  the  parish  of  Frindnbary; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  populaUon 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  776,  females  786,  making  a  total  of  166S 
souls. 

CoBHAM,  a  smaU  part  of  this  parish  ties  within  the  hundred 
of  Hoo.  It  ia  rather  an  unfrequented  district,  without  any  roads 
for  traffic  ;  the  air  is  healthy,  and  the  eituution  rather  pleasant, 
though  the  woods  and  foliage  of  Cobham  park  convey  a  aombre 
appearance.  It  extends  nearly  two  miles  and  a  half  from  north 
to  south,  and  comprises  about  2950  acres  of  land;  Cobham 
park,  with  the  mansion  of  Cobham  hall,  is  situated  in  a  vale 
within  the  same,  containing  the  greatest  part  of  thia  parish. 
The  soil  is  vaiious,  strong  good  mould,  chalk,  and  some  gravel, 
and  is  in  general  accounted  excellent  wheat  land.  The  village 
is  situated  on  high  ground,  in  the  south-west  part  of  t^e  parish, 
containing  the  church,  from  which  there  is  a  most  extensive 
view  southwestward  over  the  country.  Adjoining  the  churcb- 
yard  is  Cobham  college,  and  at  the  west  end  of  the  stceet  the 
parsonage.  At  a  small  distance  farther,  is  theeatate  of  Outlets; 
and  at, the  western  boundary  of  the  parish,  the  manor  of 
Henhnrat.  Cobham  mount  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distattt 
from  the  Shinglewell  road,  which  runs  along  tbe  northern  aide 
of  this  parish,  by  the  park  palings ;  the  north-east  parta.  adjui^ 
ing  Cobham  park,  formerly  called  the  outpark  grounds,  are 
covered  with  coppice  woods. 

The  ancient  Roman  road,  or  Watling-street  way,  ia  plainly 
discernible  from  Shinglewell,  hither  in  the  route  to  Rochester, 
with  the  hedges  standing  thereon.  It  runs  to  Cobham  park, 
where  the  pales  equally  appear  to  belong  to  this  road  for  some 
length  of  way  ;  soon  itfier  which  it  Leave*  them,  as  may  be  seen. 
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in  tlie  passage  out  of  the  norlh  eate  of  the  park,  where  tlie  route 
crosses  the  same,  and  thence  runs  into  a  thick  wood,  where  all 
I/aces  are  lost.  At  the  north-west  boundary  of  this  parish, 
sdjojningtbe  above  road,  is  a  piece  of  water,  called  St.  Thomas's 
well,  probably  from  the  use  made  of  it  by  St.  Thomas  Becket, 
ia  bis  journeys  through  this  place. 

In  1362  John  lord  Cobbam  built  and  endowed  a  college  in 
this  paiisb,  for  a  master  and  chaplains,  in  order  that  prayers 
night  be  ofieied  up  for  the  souls  of  himself,  his  ancestors,  and 
saccessors;  but,  at  the  dissolution  under  Henry  VIII.,  it  met 
the  fate  of  all.institutions  of  that  nature ;  Uie  site  was  however 
retained  by  the  family  of  the  Cobham's,  and  Lord  Cobham  left 
il  by  will  to  executors  in  trust,  that  they  should  re-edify  it,  and 
erect  a  new  college  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  for  ever. 
The  families  of  twenty- four  indigent  persons,  in  consequence  of 
that  bequest,  enjoy  a  comfortable  habitation,  in  addition  to 
which  tbey  have  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  each,  and  a 
■oothly  stipend  of  6s.  8d.  This  new  college  was  finished  in 
1698.  The  old  building  seems  to  have  been  quadrangular; 
part  of  the  east  wall,  overgrown  with  ivy,  is  still  etandioK,  with 
MMDB  other  vestiges  of  the  fabric.  In  Cobham  church  is  a 
BMDument  of  the  founder,  whereon  appears  his  efE^ry  on  a  brass 
l^te,  holding  a  representation  of  the  college  in  bis  hands. 
There  are  also  memorials  of  several  members  of  this  eminent 
family,  and,  among  the  most  distinguished,  a  handsome  altar 
tomb  in  the  chancel,  on  which  lie  the  effigies  of  two  persons  at 
AiU  length,  and  several  children  kneeling.  This  tomb  was 
raised  to  commemorate  Geor^  lord  Cobham,  governor  of  Calais 
in  the  reif^  of  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1668. 

CoBiiAM  Hall,  though  by  no  means  grand  in  its  external 
sppearaocet  retains  considerable  remnants  of  its  ancient  baro- 
nial splendor.  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  an  half  H,  the  extre- 
juities  of  the  side  wings  terminating  in  octagonal  towers,  and, 
with  a  centre  and  he,  ha,  in  front,  enclose  a  square  lawn,  con- 
taining statues,  vases,  &c.  The  taste  displayed  in  the  central 
part  of  the  structure  is  due  to  its  architect,  Inigo  Jones,  the 
whole  being  cased  with  brick,  and  sashed  by  the  late  earl  of 
Damley,  which  take  from  the  uniformity  of  the  edifice,  as  it  does 
not  coincide  with  the  old  wings  that  formed  part  of  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Cobham's.    Therein  are  projecting  eiitrdoces  (now 
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dJButed,)  of  stone,  which  extend  to  the  roofing ;  that  to  the 
south  displaying  the  arms  and  supporters  of  the  Cobham'i, 
produced  in  bold  relief  in  the  upper  compartment. 

From  the  lawn  opens  the  vestibule,  partly  fitted  up  in  the 
Turkish  and  part  in  the  Italian  taste;  the  chimneypiece  of 
marble  is  particularly  elegant,  having  a  sculptured  bacchanalian 
subject  in  front,  surrounded  by  statues  and  various  omamenu. 
The  small  figures  of  Hercules,  and  the  Apollo  of  the  Vatican 
standing  above,  with  the  gronp  of  Cupid  and  Psyche,  are  exe- 
cuted in  the  finest  style.  From  this  apartment  you  enter  the 
music  room,  furnished  by  the  present  earl,  at  an  expenditure  of 
£20,000,  the  length  being  fifty,  the  breadth  forty,  and  the 
height  forty-four  feet.  The  ceiling  is  divided  into  square  com- 
partments, having  a  deep  oval  in  the  middle,  tbe  whole  finely 
giit,  and  enriched  by  ornaments,  8cc.  The  lower  part  of  the 
sides  are  lined  with  grey  veined  marble,  between  pilasters  painted 
in  imitation  of  Sienna  marble,  supporting  rich  fascia  and  a 
cornice.  At  either  end  is  a  gallery,  supported  by  four  columns, 
cased  with  Sienna  marble,  having  bates  and  capitals  of  Roman 
marble,  the  latter  being  particularly  well  sculptured.  The 
chimneypiece  presents  fall-length  marble  statues,  and  a  sculp- 
ture from  the  story  of  Phseton.  Above  is  a  full-length  painting 
of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  son  of  Charles  I.,  and  one  of 
his  brothers,  and,  over,  the  gilt  arms,  &c.  of  Lord  Damley. 
The  furniture  is  splendid,  and  among  the  ornaments  are  eight 
alabaster  vases  on'  pedestals,  with  statues  of  the  Venus  de  Me* 
dicis  and  Apollo. 

The  interior  of  the  north  wing  has  undergone  complete  repair 
under  the  direction  of  the  famous  Wyatt,  now  Sir  B.  Wyattvilte, 
and  a  new  arched  entrance  in  the  Gothic  taste  has  been  built. 
This  communicates  with  a  vaulted  passage,  leading  to  the  grand 
staircase,  also  altered  to  the  Gothic  style,  having  on  a  shield 
above  the  quarterings  of  the  Damley  family.  Thence  yon  pro- 
ceed to  a  gallery  amply  lined  by  pictures  of  the  first  masters,  the 
length  being  134  feet.  The  four  chimneypieees  are  beautifully 
wrought  in  black  and  white  marble,  as  are  all  the  rest  in  the 
antiant  parts  of  Cobham  hall,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  Cobham'a, 
with  the  date  1587.  In  an  adjoining  chamber  Queen  Elizabeth 
was  lodged  during  her  visit  here  to  William  lord  Cobham,  ia 
the  1st  year  of  her  reign,  her  arms  still  adorning  the  ceiling. 
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The  basement  atory  coDtaioa  the  dining-parlour,  the  chimney- 
piece  of  which  exhibits  a  full-length  statue  of  Pomona.  Sic.  and 
imder  the  cornice  is  an  outline  engnving  of  Moses  striking  the 
rocl.  In  the  apartments  of  the  south  wing  are  many  fine 
pictures,  one  in  particular  of  the  death  of  Cyrus,  by  Rubens, 
for  which  2000  guineas  was  refused ;  among  the  masters  here 
ditplayed  are  specimens  of  Titian,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
Salralor  Rosa,  Sic. 

The  park,  including  1800  acres,  is  nearly  sevenmiles  in  cir- 
eumfereocei  beautifully  diversified,  and  abundantly  wooded, 
tlie  oaks  in  particnlsr  are  large  and  veoerable.  To  the  south  is 
s  splendid  avenue  of  limes,  consistiag  of  four  rows,  the  extent 
being  1000  yards.  On  an  elevated  site,  at  the  southeaBtem 
extremity  of  the  park,  is  the  mausoleum,  or  cUapel,  the  erection 
of  which  cost  X30,000,  designed  by  the  late  earl  as  a  place  of 
lepulture  for  his  family.  The  edifice  forms  a  oonspiououa 
objtct  to  a  considerable  distance,  and  occupies  a  spot  called 
William's  hill,  whereon  once  stood  a  chapel.  The  mausoleum 
b  octangular,  built  of  Portland  stone,  the  columns  of  each  angle 
lapporting  a  sarcophagus,  end  the  summit  terminating  in  a 
quadrangular  pyramid.  The  vault  contains  sixteen  recesses,  or 
borial- places,  besides  those  allotted  for  the  late  earl  and  his 
coantess.  There  is  also  a  chapel  elegantly  fitted  up,  th«  win- 
dows being  of  stained  glass,  ornamented  by  Brocotello  muble. 

In  October  1714,  the  Ist  of  George  1.,  Sir  Richard  Temple, 
bart.  was  by  letters  patent  created  Baron  Cobham,  of  Cobham, 
in  the  county  of  Kent.  He  was  grandson  of  Sir  Peter  Temple, 
but.,  who  married  his  second  wife,  by  whom  only  he  had  issue 
aale,  the  eldest  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Leveaon,  who  by 
descent  entitled  Sir  Peter  Temple  to  the  titles  of  baron  and 
■iscount  Cobham,  and,  on  April  7, 1718,  was  created  barcmand 
nwonntof  the  same  place,  with  a  limitaUon  of  both  titles  to 
bis  heirs;  and,  in  default,  to  Hester,  his  second  sister,  wife  of 
Richard  Grenville,  esq.,  and  to  the  heirs  male  of  her  body. 
Richard  viscount  Cobham  died  in  1749,  without  issue,  on  which 
bii  titles  and  eRtates  descended  to  his  sister,  Hester  Grenville, 
Uto«e  mentioned,  who  was  created  in  1749  Countess  Temple, 
•ithtbe  dignity  of  Earl  Temple  to  her  heirs  male.  She  died  in 
l7t>S,  and  was  succeeded  by  her  eldest  son  and  heir,  Richard 
GtenvilW  Temple,  earl  Temple,  viscount  and  baron  Cobham, 
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wlio  died  in  1779,  without  issue,  on  which  his  titles  descended 
to  his  nepliew,  Geor^  Nugent  GrenvUIe  Temple,  the  eldest  son 
of  his  next  brother  George,  BTterwards  created  marquis  of 
Buckingham. 

This  place  gave  both  seat  and  name  to  the  noble  and  eminent 
family  of  the  CobhaQi'a,  who  possessed  this  manor  and  mansion 
called  Cobham  hall,  and  who  from  the  earliest  limes  filled  the 
highest  posts  of  trust  and  honour,  with  lustre  to  themselTes 
and  their  country. 

Henry  de  Cobh4m,  owner  of  this  estate,  was  one  of  the  Re- 
eogailores  magncB  asshte,  in  the  let  of  Kinc;  John,  and  bore  for 
his  arms.  Gules,  on  a  chevron,  or.  three  fieurs  de  lis,  azure.  He 
left  three  sons,  John,  Reginald,  and  William,  of  whom  Reginald, 
the  second,  was  a  justice  itinerant  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III., 
sherifFof  Kent,  and  constable  of  Dover  castle.  He  died  in  the 
42d  year  of  that  reign;  and  William,  the  third  son,  had  also 
heen  a  justice  itinerant  under  the  same  monarch.  Johnde 
Cobham,  the  eldest,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  manor  of 
Cobham,  and  was  twice  married;  first,  to  the  daughter  of 
Warine  Fitzbenedict,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons;  John,  of 
Gobham,  and  Henry,  commonly,  called  le  Uncle,  who  was  of 
Roundal,  in  Shorne ;  and  secondly,  to  Joane,  daughter  of  Hugh 
de  Neville,  by  whom  be  had  one  sod  Reginald,  who  was  ances- 
tor of  the  Cobham 's  of  Sterborough  castle,  in  Surrey,  and  the 
Lords  Borou<;h. 

John,  the  eldest  son  above  mentioned,  by  his  first  wife,  was 
knighted,  and,  on  account  of  his  having  been  constable  of 
Rochester  castle  early  in  life,  was  commonly  called  the^na^ 
ronstable.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Gulii.  on  a  chevron,  or,  three 
Hons  rampant,  table,  which  coat  was  continueil  by  his  posterity. 
He  was  extremely  conversant  in  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and, 
among  other  high  employments,  under  Henry  III.,  was  sheriff 
of  Kent.  He  was  likewise  justice  itinerant,  and  subaequenlly 
justice  of  the  Common  Pleas ;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1-, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  King'n  Bench.  In  the  3d 
year  of  that  monarch  he  was  also  one  of  the  king's  sergeants  at 
Ihw,  and  baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  the  same 
prince  had  a  grant  of  the  king's  special  favor  for  the  change  of 
the  descent  of  all  his  gavelkind  lands,  and  that  they  should  in 
future  descend  as  lands  held  by  sergeantry,  or  knight's  service. 
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He  died  in  the  28th  year  of  the  above  king,  poasessed  of  this 
nauot,  and  othera  in  the  county  of  Kent,  leaving  by  Joan  bia 
firet  wife,  a  son,  Henry  de  Cobham,  who  had  poaaession  granted 
of  the  lands  of  hia  inheritance,  excepting  the  dowry  of  Metbania, 
bit  father's  last  wife,  who  lies  baried  in  tbia  church,  having  an 
epitaph  in  French,  without  any  date.  He  atteuded  Edward  I^ 
■D  hia  victorious  expedition  into  Scotland,  and  was  knighted  at 
the  siege  of  Cariaverock,  in  that  kingdom,  where  four  of  this 
family  received  the  same  honour,  viz.  Sir  Henry  and  Sir  Ra- 
nald de  Cobbam,  of  Cobham,  Sir  Henry  de  Cobham  le  Uncle, 
ofRoandal,and  Sir  Stephen  his  son. 

Sir  Henry,  who  possessed  tbia  manor,  and  bad  the  addition 
of  Junior,  to  distinguish  him  from  Henry,  his  uncle,  then  living, 
was,  in  the  8tb  of  Edward  11.,  made  constable  of  Dover  castle, 
and  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports ;  and,  during  the  wars  of  Scot- 
land,governor  of  Tunbridgecaatle;  and  aummoned  to  Parliament 
inthe6thyearoftfaat  reign.  He  left  by  Maud  de  Columbiers,  hia 
wife,  three  aons ;  John,  who  succeeded  bim  at  Cobbam ;  Thomas, 
who  was  of  Beluncle,  in  Hoo;  and  R^inald,  rector  of  Cowling. 
Sir  John,  the  eldest  son,  in  the  9th  of  Edward  HI.,  had  been 
made  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet,  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  'I'hames 
westward,  and  afterwards  a  justice  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  in 
Kent,  and  constable  of  the  city  and  castle  of  Rochester.  In  the 
Ijth  year  of  that  reign  he  obttuned  a  charter  of  free  warren 
within  all  hia  demesne  lands  in  his  lordship  of  Cobham,  and 
oUter  manors  belonging  to  bim  in  this  county ;  and,  in  the 
25th  of  that  reign,  received  a  summons  to  Parliament,  and  was 
afterwards  made  a  banneret,  and  served  in  the  wars  in  France. 
He  died  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  possessed  of  this  manor 
of  Cobbam,  leaving  by  Joan,  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  lord 
Beanchamp,  of  Stoke,  one  aon,  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham, 
who,  one  year  after  the  death  of  his  father,  began  the  fouoda< 
tion  of  the  chantry  or  college  before  mentioned.  In  the  40th 
tad  4rBt  of  Edward  III.,  be  aarved  in  the  ware  in  France,  and, 
in  the  latter  year,  was  sent  ambassador  to  Rome,  at  which 
period  be  obtained  the  grant  ef  a  weekly  market,  and  an  annual 
fair  at  hit  manor  of  Cobbam. 

In  the  Ist  of  Richard  li.  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  king's 
conncil,  and  agun  served  in  the  French  wars,  with  three 
knights.  105  esquires,  110  men  at  arms,  and  wasmadeaban* 
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neret.  in  tbe  4th  year,  he  obtuned  UoenBe  to  convert  his  oun- 
Bion  at  Cowling,  which  he  then  rebuilt,  into  a  CBBtrilated 
edifice,  and  at  the  aame  time  he  erected  the  new  bridge  acrou 
the  Medway,  at  Rochester.  In  the  lOtb  year  of  that  reign,  hewaa 
appointed  one  of  the  thirteen  lords,  conatituted  goTerncMre  of  the 
realm,  to  inquire  into  the  fomer  discrepancieaof  goveniment; 
on  which  account  he  was  impeached  for  high  treason  by  the 
lords  appellant,  and  received  judgment  of  death,  being  also 
condemned  to  forfeit  such  lands  as  he  had  in  fee,  in  the  lOth 
year  of  the  same  reign,  with  hia  goods,  and  all  his  fee-tailed 
lands,  during  his  life,  with  remainder  to  the  right  heira  in  tail. 
Notwithatanding  this,  the  king,  of  his  grace,  (on  condition Uiat  no 
further  pardon  was  made  to  him,)  granted  his  life,  during  whidi 
he  was  to  remain  a  prisoner  in  Jersey.  On  the  aceessimi  of 
Henry  IV.  he  waa  received  into  favor  by  the  king,  and,  having 
been  constantly  aummoned  to  Parliament  to  the  period  of  his 
death,  which  happened  in  the  9th  year  of  that  reign,  wheh  he  pos- 
sessed this  manor,  and  olheia  in  the  county,  and  was  buried  in 
the  church  ofCobham,  holding,  aa  before  observed,  in  effiey,  a 
church  in  his  bands,  scu)ptor«d<  in.  brass,  as  founder  of  the 
college  here.  He  married  Macgatet,  one  of  tbe  daughters  of 
Hugh  Courtenay,  earl  of  Devonshire,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
daughter  Joan,  who  died  during  his  life,  leaving  by  her  hus- 
band. Sir  John  dela  Poole,  an  only  daughter  Joan,  who,  on  the 
death  of  her  grandfathcT,  John  lord  Cobham  above  mentioned, 
became  his  heir.  She  ia  said  to  have  had  five  husbands,  of 
whom  Sir  Reginald,  second  son  of  Sir  Gerard  Braybrooke,  was 
the  second,  who  died  at  Midleborougfa,  in  Flanders,  A.n.  1405, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  aa  also  their  two  sons,  Reginald 
and  Robert,  who  died  infants.  By  him  she  left  an  only  daugh- 
ter Joan,  who  subsequently  became  heir  to  her  estates,  as  well 
as  to  the  barony  of  Cobham.  At  the  time  of  the  decease  ^ 
her  grandfather  she  was  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas  Hawberk,  vdio 
died  at  Cowling  castle  in  1407,  by  whom  she  left  no  issue,  after 
which  she  married  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  who  in  her  right  assumed 
tbe  title  of  Lord  Cobham,  and  poaaesAed  this  manor,  with  her 
other  estates.  He  bore  for  his  arma.  Argent,  acmthofthret 
toners,  embattled,  table;  which  arms,  impaled  with  thosei^ 
Cobham,  are  carved  on  the  roof  of  the  cloisters  at  Canterbury, 
as  are  also  those  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Cobham  family. 
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Upon  tberatecution  of  Sir  John  Oldcutile,  Joan  bis  wife,  Bur- 
Tiring,  became  entitled  to  Cobham  mamor  and  the  otfier  eetntes 
of  ber  iaheritanc&,  of  which  sbe  died  pOsBeued  in  the'  12th  of 
Henry  VI.  She  was  at  that  tjme  tile  wife  of  John  Harpden, 
wbo,  if  be  was  then  liviog,  did  not  possess  this,  or  any  of  her 
•tberntates  after  her  death,  as  her  only  daughtef  aod  heir, 
Joan,  by  her  second  husband,'  Sir  Gerard  Braybrooke,  then 
ntitled  her  husband,  Sir  ThomoA  Brooke,  of  Somersetshire,  to 
Ibe  posaeasioD  of  the  same,  and  in  her  right  also  he  became 
Baron  Gobham.  He  died  in  the  17th  of  Henry  VI.,  leaving  by 
ber  ten  sons  uid  four  daagbters, 

Tbe  family  of  fitooke  was  seated  at  the  manor  De  la  Brooke, 
near  Ilcfaester,  in  the  above  county,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1., 
and  bore  for  their  arms.  Gules,  on  a  chevron,  argent,  a  lion 
tMe,  iangued  and  unguUd,  gules,  crowtied,  or.  Of  the  survi- 
ring  sons  of  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  Edward  was  the  eldest,  Regi- 
aald.  was  of  Aspal,  in  Sufiblk,  and  Hugh  was  andestor  of 
the  Brookea's  of  Glastonbury  abbey,  and  Barrow  g^ove,  in 
Somosetshire.  Sir  Edward  succeeded  his  fkther  in  his  title 
and  estates  at  Cohham,  and  received  a  summons  to  Parliament 
by  the  title  of  Edward  Brooke  de  Cohham.  He  was  a  firm  ad- 
hetent  to  the  house  of  York,  and  died  pOESessed  of  this  manor 
in  the  4th  of  Edwaid  IV. 

.  His  direct  descendant.  Sir  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  pro- 
cured the  disgavelmeat  of  his  lands  in  theSlst  of  Henry  VIII. 
fi«  was  of  great  eminence  in  his  time,  especially  during  the 
Kign  of  Edward  VI.,  being  then  a  privy  counsellor,  knight  Of 
the  Garter,  and  lord  deputy  of  Calais.  Among  the  Harleian 
■ss.  IB  a  large  collection  of  letters  on  state  affairs,  to  and  from 
Ibis  lord  Cobham,  lord  depntydnringthe  reigns  of  Henry  VIII., 
Edward  VL,  and  Queen  Mary;  but,  iii  the  1st  year  of  the 
latter  princess,  be  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  suspicion  of 
bong  concerned  in  the  insorreotion  with  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 
bu  shortly  after  released.  '  He  resided  both  at  CowliiJg  castle, 
«Eid  Cobham  hall,  at  the  former 'oJF  wltich  he  died  in  the  6th  of 
Queen  Mary,  and  was  interred  in  this  church.  By  Anne,  bis 
■ife,  aiateraDd  coheir  of  John  lord  Bray, '  he  had  ten  sons,  and 
torn  danghters ;  of  the  former,  William  was  tbe-eldest ;  George, 
tte  second ;  Thomas,  the  third ;  John,  the  fourth,  celled  also 
Cobham;  Sir  Henry  Brooke,  the  fifth,  also  Cobham,  had  several 
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sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  the  second  soni  Sir  John  Brooke, 
oFHokington,  in  LincolDshire,  was,  in  consequence  of  liis  loy- 
alty under  Charles  I.,  advanced  to  the  title  of  Lord  Cobfaam. 

Sir  William  succeeded  his  father  in  his  estates,  and  aa  Lord 
Cobham,  and  on  the  17th  of  July  following,  entertained  Queen 
Elizabeth  at  Cobham  hall,  in  the  Istyear  of  her  reign,  in  a 
princely  style,  as  she  made  her  progress  through  Kent.  He 
was  much  in  favor  with  that  queen,  and  continually  employed 
by'her  in  different  negotiations  abroad,  being  lord  warden  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,  constable  of  Dover  castle,  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Kent,  one  of  her  privy  council,  lord  chamberlain, 
and  Icnight  of  the  Garter.  He  died  in  the  39tfa  year  of  that  reign, 
and  was  buried  at  Cobhnm,  having  borne  for  his  arms  fourteen 
coats ;  SrookCf  Cobham,  Delapole,  Peverel,  Braybrooke,  St. 
Amand,  Bray,  Haliwell.  Norbury,  Butler,  Sudlet/,  Mount/orl, 
Croser,  and  Dqbemon,  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  George  lord  Abergavenny,  by  whom  he  had  an  trnXy 
daughter,  married  to  Thomas  Coppinger,  esq.  of  Stoke,  and 
secondly  to  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Newton,  by  whom 
be  had  th^ee  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  the  former,  the 
eldest  succeeded  him  in  title  and  estate;  Sir  William,  the 
second  son,  was  twice  married,  but  died  without  male  issue; 
George,  the  youngest,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Thomas  lord  Borough,  by  whom  he  bad  issue  two  daughters, 
Margaret,  the  eldest,  married  Sir  Thomas  Sondes,  of  Tbrowley, 
from  whose  sole  daughter  and  heir  Frances,  descended  the  fflfu^ 
quia  of  Buckingham,  viscount  and  baron  of  Cobham,  as  pre- 
viously mentioned. 

Henry  lord  Cobham,  the  eldest  son,  was  likewise  lord  vrarden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  constable  of  Dover  castle,  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county,  and  knight  of  the  Garter;  but,  in  the  1st  of 
James  I.,  being  accused  of  high  treason,  with  Geo^, 'his 
brother,  and  others,  they  were  Iwought  to  trial,  and  had  judg- 
ment of  death  pronounced  against  them.  George  was  behraded, 
but  the  execution  of  the  Lord  Cobham,  and  some  others,  was, 
through  the  clemency  of  the  king,  superseded,  but  his  estates, 
which  were  said  to  have  been  worth  £7,000  per  annum  in  land, 
and  £30,000  in  goods  and  chattels,  being  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
he  lived  many  years  afterwards  in  great  misery  and  poverty,  and 
died  in  1619.      He  married  Frances,   daughter  of  Charles  earl 
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of  NottiDgfaam,  and  widow  of  the  eart  of  Kildere,  by  whom  bt 
bid  no  istoe,  so  that  Williaia,  bod  of  his  brother  George,  be- 
came his  heir,  and  was  restored  (with  his  sisters)  in  blood,  in 
the  7th  year  of  that  reign,  but  not  to  enjoy  the  title  of  Lord 
Cobham,  without  the  especial  grace  of  the  king,  which  was, 
however,  never  granted. 

This  manor  thus  devolving  to  the  crown,  was  confirmed  to  it 
bjr  an  Act  passed  in  the  3d  of  James  I.,  as  were  also  all  grants 
made  by  the  king  bf  the  Lord  Cobham 's  estates  and  poaseBsions; 
after  which,  this  manor,  with  the  seat  of  Cobham  hall,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Lord  Cobham's  lands  in  this  parish,  was  granted 
by  the  king,  in  bis  10th  year,  to  bis  kinsman,  Lodowick  Stuart, 
dnke  of  Lenox ;  nfao,  with  his  brother,  the  Lord  Aubigny,  and 
their  children,  had  been  naturalized  by  Parliament  in  the  1st  of 
that  reign.  This  name  was  spelt  Obigney  in  the  Act  then  passed 
of  naturalization. 

Lodowick,  duke  of  Lenox,  was  the  son  of  Eame  Stuart,  created 
dake  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  by  James  I.,  and  grandson  of  John 
lord  Aubigny,  younger  brother  of  Matthew  earl  of  Lenox,  who 
■as  grandfather  to  that  king.  During  the  life  of  his  father  he 
bore  the  Udes  of  Lord  Darnley  Tarbolton  and  Methren,  and, 
on  his  death,  succeeded  to  the  dukedom,  and  likewise  to  the 
hereditary  offices  of  lord  chamberlain,  and  admiral  of  Scotland; 
After  the  accession  of  King  James  to  the  throne  of  England,  ha 
mta  made  privy  counsellor,  and  knight  of  the  Qarter,  and  in  the 
I  llh  year  of  that  prince  created  Lord  Settrington,  of  Settrington, 
in  Yorkshire,  earl  of  Richmond,  and,  in  the  2l8t  year  of  the 
tame  reign,  earl  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  duke  of  Rich- 
mond. He  died  suddenly  at  Whitehall,  in  the  month  of  Febru-' 
■ry  following,  and  was  honourably  interred  in  the  ehapet  of 
Henry  VII.  in  Westminster  abbey,  where  a  stately  tomb  ia 
erected  to  his  mfemory.  Theduke's  arms  within  the  Garter  are 
painted  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  middle  Temple  hall,  viz. 
ibar  coats  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  Asure,  three  fieurs  de  lis, 
or,  within  a  bordure,  gules,  charged  teith  eight  round  buckles, 
or.  Second  and  third.  Argent,  a  fess,  chequr/f  argent  and 
gulei,  wilkin  a  bordure  engrailed  ij/*  the  field ,-  aver  all  an  eicvi- 
thetm  of  pretence,  argent,  a  saltier  engrailed,  between  four 
ntes,  guUs:  motto,  Avant  Darnley.  The  same  arms,  without 
the  Garter,  aa  well  as  those  of  his  brother  Esme,  are  in  the  east 
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window  of  Oray't  Inn  hall.  Although  three  times  married,  he 
left  no  issue  by  either  of  his  wives,  bo  that  he  was  sacceeded  as 
duke  of  Lenox,  and  in  this  estate,  by  his  only  brother,  Bsme 
Stuart  lord  Aubigny,  who  had  been  created  Lord  Leighton,  of 
Leighton  Bromswotd,  in  Huntingdonshire,  and  eaH  of  March,  in 
the  17th  year  of  the  above  reign.  He  married  Catherine,  sole 
daughter  and  faeir  of  GervaB  lord  Clifton,  of  Leighton  Broms- 
wold,  who  had  received  summons  as  such  to  Parliament,  by  writ, 
July  9,  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  by  whom  he  bad  seven 
sons  and  four  danghtem.  Of  the  former,  James,  earl  of  March, 
the  eldest,  wiU  be  mentioned  hereafter ;  Geoi^,  calted  Lord 
Aabtgny,  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Edge  hill,  in  1642,  leaving 
by  Catherine,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Theopbitus,  earl  of'Saffblk, 
One  son  Charles,  and  a  daughter  Catherine.  John  died  of  the 
wounds  he  received  in  the  fight  of  Bramdeae,  in  1644,  and 
Bernard  was  captain  of  the  king's  horse  guards,  in  which  post 
he  perforined  eminent  services,  and  in  consideration  of  the  same 
was  designed  to  have  been  created  bairon  of  Vewbery,  and  earl 
of  Litchfield,  and  accordingly  took  upon  himself  those  titles, 
but  before  the  necessary  forms  could  be  completed,  he  was  slain 
inafip^t  with  the  Parliament  forces,  neat  Chester^  in  1645, 
and  buried  near  his  brothers  Qeorge  and  John,  in  the  choir  of 
Christ  church,  Oxford. 

Esme,  duke  of  Lenox,  survived  hifi  brother  but  a  short  time, 
dyiag  the  next  ycaf,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  James, 
duke  of  Lenox,  who  in  1641  was  created  duke  of  Richmond. 
He  wiBB  also  hereditary  lord  high  chamberlain,  and  admiral  of 
Scotland,  lord  steward  of  the  king's  household,  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber,  and  knight  of  the 
Garter.  He  married  Lady  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  George 
Villiers,  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  widow  of  Charles  lord 
Herbert,  and  died  in  1655,  when  he  was  buried  near  his  uncle, 
Lodowick,  duke  of  Richmond,  in  Westminster  abbey,  leaving 
an  only  son  Esme,  and  a  daughter  Mary. 

Esme,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  the  son,  died  in  France 
A.o.  1660,  being  at  that  time  about  ten  years  office,  upon 
which  his  titles,  and  thismanor  of  Cobham,  among  other  estates, 
devolved  to  his  cousin  german,  and  next  heir  male,  Charles 
Stuart,  earl  of  Litchfield,  son  of  his  uncle  George  lord  Aubigny, 
above  mentioned,  next  BurvivlDg  brother  of  his  father,  James, 
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dDkeorRtEhm(md,wbo,  altbougli  twice  married,  Ud  no  issue. 
He  died  near  ElsineUr,  beisg  then  a  knight  of  the  Garter,  end 
ambassador  to  that  court  in  1673.  .  Upon  hia  demise,  Catharine 
bii  lister  and  heir  became  entitled  to  this  ntaQor,  who  married 
Henry  lord  Obrien,  eldaat  son  ,aad  heir  of  Heory  earl  'Of  Tho- 
mmd,  by  -whom'  she  had  two  soob  and  two  daaghters ;  Donatus 
Obiieo,  wb6  married  loAy  Sophia  Osborae,  daughter  of  the 
doke  of  Leeds,  who  was  drowned  in  1682)  leaving,  no  issQe,asd 
Geo^e,  the  second  son,  died  young.  Of  the  daughters,  Mary 
nnrried  the  eart  of  Kildare,  by  whom  she  bad  one  son,  who  died 
yonng,  and  Catherine  married  Edward  lord  Combury,  son  and 
beir  of  Henry  earl  of  Clarendon.  Catbotine  lady  Obrien  upon 
the  decease  of  her  mother,  sistfcr  and  sole  heir  «f  Charles  duke 
of  Richmond  and  I.«noX,  became  entitled  to  the  barony  ot 
Cliftwi,  and  in  1673  |vef«rred  her'  petition  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  diat  she  uugbt  be  allowed  to  retain  the  same,  when  tite 
judges,' to  wbom  the  petition  had  been  referred,  by  order  of  the 
lioiue,  havit^  reported  their  unanimouaopinion in  faer  favor,  the 
lonls,  in  consequance,  gruited  her  claim. 

Henry  lord  Obrien,  husband  of  the  Lady  Catherine,  died  in 
1678,  whose  inue  baa  dready.  been  mentioned,  and  she  again 
married,  in  the  December  following.  Sir  Joseph  WilliatDscm,  of 
Milbeek  halL  in  Cumberland,  one  of  the  principal  sacretaries  of 
state,  as  well  as  privy  oounaellor,  whom  she  entitled  to  her 
interest  in  this  mbJior ;  but,  the  dake  of  Richmond  having  died 
greatly  10' debt,  .the  estate,  with  Cobbam  ball,  and  thereat  of 
his  property,  was  sold  to.pay  off  ineuinbrancas,  Sec.,  when  those 
in  this  parish  were:  purohaaed  by  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  con- 
lilting  of  the  manor  of  Cobbam,  the  great  matnion,-  with  its 
^purteBaqoes,  theinward  park,  generally  called  the  deer  park, 
wilh  the  paddodu,  aontainiog  830  -acres,  the  woods  in  tbe  out 
park  ctHitaining  400  acres,  wKhseveral  farms  tfiereon,  oompri- 
■it^,  m  the' wbobt:  2345.  acre*.  He  aft«w«rds  resided  at 
C(^«m  hall,  and  died>  possessed  of  the  estate  in  1701.  iSir 
Joseph  WilUwAson  waa  a  minister's,  son  of  Oamber^nd,  add 
had  been' once  -plenipotentiary  to  H^uid,  as  well  as  CiAitgaa, 
>a  1697,  and  Ijkemse  is  the  ^tne;  capacity  to  Prance.  He  was 
president  of  the  Bi^  Society,  and  by  will  left  several  chari- 
table tegacies,  particularly  to  Tbetford,  which  place  he  bad  fop- 
nnly  KpiflMOtcd  io  Parliament.    He  left.  £6000  to  Queen's 
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college,  Oxford,  where  he  had  been  educated,  and  fouBded  a. 
mathematical  school  at  Rochester  for  the  sons  of  freeaien, 
which  city  he  had  likewise  repreaeated  in  the  House  of 
Commona.  Hia  'paternal  arma  were,  Argent,  on  a  chevroa, 
engrmUd,  anure,  three  crescenti,  or,  between  at  many  trefoils, 
lable,  which  coat  was  altered  by  Sir  Edward  Walker,  garter  at 
arms  in  1673,  by  patent,  for  Or,  achmron  engrailed,  between 
three  tre/oib,  slipt,  table.  By  bia  last  will,  he  bequeathed  two 
thirds  of  his  estates  here,  and  elsewhere  in  this  county,  to  the 
Lady  Catherine  his  wife,  and  one  third  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hornsby, 
who  was  likewise  one  of  his  executors. 

Lady  Catherine  Obrien  died  in  the  November  following,  upon 
which  two  thirds  of  this  manor  and  seat,  with  the  rest  of  the 
estates  of  the  late  duke  of  Richmond,  purchased  by  Sir  Joseph 
WilUamson,  descended  to  Edward  lord  Clifton  and  Corobury, 
(son  of  Edward  lord  Cornbnry,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon, 
and  Catherine,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  the  said  Lady  Cathe- 
line,  by  her  first  husband,  Henry  lord  Obrien,)  and  on  his 
death,  without  issue,  in  1713,  to  bis  only  surviving  sister  and 
heir,  the  Lady  TheodosJa  Hyde,  who,  in  the  August  following, 
carried  her  interest  in  the  same,  by  marriage,  to  John  Bligh,  esq. 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland .  The  other  third  of  these  estates,  on 
the  decease  of  Joseph  Hornsby,  became  vested  in  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Maiy  Honisby,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Bligh,  and  the 
Lady  Theodosia  his  wife,  there  were  long  and  vexatious  litiga- 
tions in  the  court  of  Chancery,  concerning  their  several  interests 
therein.  In  1718  there  was  a  decree  for  a  partition  of  the  pro- 
perty, which,  through  the  disagreement  of  the  parties,  came  to 
nothing ;  and  subsequently  they  agreed  that  the  whole  should 
be  put  up  to  public  sale,  and  the  produce  arising  divided  in 
specie,  according  to  tb^r  respective  interests  in  the  same.* 

After  that  period,  Mr.  Bligh  above  mentioned,  (who  had 
been  in  1731  created  Lord  Clifton,  of  Rathmore,  in  Ireland, 
was  the  next  year  advanced  to  that  of  Viscount  Damley,  of 
Athboy,  and  lastly,  in  1726,  to  the  earldom  of  Darnley,  in  thst 
kingdom,)  entered  into  a  contract,  before  a  master  in  Chancery, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  manor  of  Cobbam,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  estates  of  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Williamaon,  then  in  litigation 
■as  above  mentioned,  for  the  sum  of  £61,000,  the  third  part  of 
which  Mrs.  Hornsby  became  entitled  to  for  her  lihare  in,  the  same. 
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John  earl  of  Darnley  was  grandson  of  Joha  Bligh,  esq.  of  ' 
LondoD,  Bon  of  William  Bligb.  esq.  of  Plymouth,  ia  Devonsliiie, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  diaries  I.,  was  seated  at  Rathmore,  in  the 
connty  of  Meath,  and  died  in  1666,  leaving  by  Catherine,  his 
wife,  sister  to  William  Fuller,  bishop  of  Lincoln-,  an  only  son 
Thomas,  and  six  daughters. 

Thomas  Biigh,  esq.  of  Rathmore,  was  knight  of  the  shire  for 
the  county  of  Meath,  and  a  privy  counsellor  of  that  kingdom. 
He  died  at  Bath  in  1710,  and  was  buried  at  Rathmore.  in 
Ireland,  having  married  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  Col. 
James  Napier,  of  the  county  of  Meath,  by  whom  he  had  four 
sons,  and  six  daughters.  Of  the  former,  John,  the  eldest,  was 
created  earl  of  Darnley,  and  married  in  1713  Lady  Theodosia 
Hyde,  baroness  Clifton,  as  already  mentioned.  Thomas,  tlie 
second  son,  was  of  Brittas,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  and,  cUoost 
ing  a  military  life,  acquired  the  rank  of  lieutenant  general, 
after  a  service  of  fifty  years,  when  he  retired  to  his  seat  above 
mentioned,  where  he  died  in  1775,  aged  eighty,  without  issue, 
and  was  buried  at  Rathmore.  Robert,  the  third  son,  was  dean 
of  El|>hin,  in  Ireland,  and,  on  his  brother's  death,  without 
issue,  became  heir  to  a  very  considerable  estate ;  and  Anthony. 
the  fourth  eon,  was  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1737. 

The  earl  of  Darnley  died  at  Epsom  in  1728,  and  was  buried 
in  Westminsler  abbey,  having  eurvived  his  lady,  who  died  in 
1722,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  near 
her  brother  Lord  Cornbury,  in  that  abbey.  By  her  he  left  two 
sons,  Edward  and  John,  successively  earls  of  Darnley,  nnd  ihree 
dangbtets,  of  whom  Mary  was  married  to  William  Tighe,  esq. 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  whom  she  had  issue,  Anne,  first 
espoused  to  Robert  Hawkins  Magill,  esq.  of  the  county  of 
Downe,  by  whom  she  bad  issue,  and  secondly  to  Bernard  Ward, 
esq.,  member  for  that  county,  afterwards  created  baron  and 
viscount  Bangor  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Theodosia, 
married  to  William  Crosbie,  esq.  of  that  kingdom,  afterwards 
created  a  peer  of  the  realm,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Glaodoie. 

After  the  death  of  the  earl,  Uornsby  brought  his  bill  in 
Chancery,  in  1731,  against  his  executors,  to  have  the  purchase 
of  Gobham,  and  the  rest  of  the  estates  completed,  uhich  the 
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court  decreed,  and  it  was  accordingly  complied  with  by  Edward 
earl  of  Darnley,  bis  heir  and  successor,  who  then  becanie  pos- 
sessed of  the  entire  fee  of  these  estates.  Edward  earl  of 
Damley  had  succeeded  to  the  English  btrony  of  Clifton,  in 
right  of  his  mother,  on  her  death.  He  was  fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  Frederic  prince  of  Wales, 
and  hereditary  high  steward  of  the  corporation  of  Oraveseud 
and  Milton.  He  died  unmarried  in  1747,  and  was  buried  near 
his  mother  in  Westminster  abbey.  John,  his  only  brother, 
succeeded  to  his  titles  and  estates,  and  in  1766  married  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  John  Stoyte,  esq.  of  the  county  of  West- 
meath,  in  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  John  lord 
Clifton,  Edward,  and  William,  and  four  danghters.  Mary, 
married  to  Mr.  Palk;  Theodosia,  who  espoused  Thomas  Bli|;h, 
esq.,  nephew  of  General  Bligh,  and  Sarah  and  Catherine.  The 
ear!  died  in  1781,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Right  Hon.  John 
earl  of  Dsrnley,  lord  Clifton,  &e.,  the  present  inheritor  of  the 
manor  of  Cobham,  with  the  hall,  parks,  and  other  estates  he- 
lon^ng  thereto,  where  he  resides.  He  is  hereditary  high  stew- 
ard of  Gravesend  and  Milton,  bom  in  June  1767,  and  married, 
Sept.  19,  1791,  Eliz.belh,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Right 
Hon.  William  Brownlow,  He  had  issue,  first.  Lady  Catherine, 
born  June  18,  who  died  January  10,  1802;  secondly,  John 
lord  Clilton,  born  May  23.  who  died  June  4,  1793;  thirdly, 
Edward  lord  Clifton,  bom  February  26, 1795,  and  nmrried  1826, 
MP,  for  the  city  of  Canterbury.  This  noble  family  bears  for 
its  arms.  Azure,  a  griffin  segrrant,  or,  armed  and  languid  gules, 
between  three  crescents,  or,  for  Bligh,  quartering  quarterly, 
Hyde,  Obrien,  Stuart,  and  Clifton,  in  one  coat,  and  in  another 
Stoyte;  for  his  crest,  on  a  wreath,  a  griffin's  head,  erased,  or; 
and  for  bis  supporters,  fmogrt^ns,  with  wings  expanded^  or, 
each  having  a  ducal  collar,  and  chained,  azure. 

The  park  to  this  magnificent  mansion,  as  preriousty  obserred, 
is  finely  interspersed  with  woods  and'stately  timber  trees,  many 
of  the  latter  being  of  great  age  and  size;  some  of  the  oaka  are 
twenty  feet  and  upwards  in  circumference ;  the  famous  chesnst 
tree,  called  the  Four  Sisters,  from  being  divided  into  four  very 
large  arms,  stands  in  the  Grove,  about  a  mile  from  the  hall,  near 
the  path  leading  to  Knight's  place  farm,  and  is  thirty-two  feet 
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in  circumfereoce.  The  herbage  is  soexcelleal,  that  the  veni- 
tOD  produced  thereon  it  highly  esteemed  as  being  of  a  fiuer 
flavor  than  most  others  in  this  county. 

CoBHAMBVsT  is  a  manor,  whieh,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
belonged  to  Robert  dp  Burnvile.  who  for  his  serrice,  .and  300 
uariiB  sterling,  sold  it,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  Henry  de 
Qannt.  to  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs  in  fee,  and  perpetual  inhe< 
ritance,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  one  penny,  in  lieu  of  all  services, 
customs,  and  secular  demands,  and  by  performing  the  services 
due  to  the  capital  lord  of  the  fee.  In  the  beginning  of  the  next 
mga  of  Edward  1.,  Henry  de  Gaunt,  in  consideration  of  360 
narks  of  silver,  in  hand  paid,  granted  to  Walton  de  Merton, 
bishop  of  Rochester,  his  manor  in  the  pnrisb  of  Cohbam,  called 
Cobbamberi,  with  all  the  appurtenances  belonging  thereto,  and 
the  mill,  which  he  had  bought  of  Peter  de  Cobham,  to  hold  to 
the  bishop  and  his  succeBsors,  bisbops  of  Rochester. 

At  the  period  when  this  manor  devolved  to  the  see  of  Ro- 
chester, it  was  valued  at  eleven  marks,  but  in  the  ISth  of 
Edward  1.  it  was  only  estimated  at  £4  U  6,  at  which  sum  it 
was  taxed  in  the  33d  of  Edward  III. 

There  is  an  account  in  a  manuscript  in  the  Cottonian  library, 
of  ihe  stock  to  be  left  on  the  several  manors  of  this  bishopric* 
^ler  the  decease  of  each  bishop,  wherein  it  states  that  at  Cob- 
bamberi there  should  remain  four  stallions  and  four  oxen,  but 
DO  implements  either  from  those,  or  any  other  lands  whieh  had 
been  parchased,  and  happening  by  escheat. 

In  the  7th  of  Edward  1.,  when  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
claimed  certain  liberties  by  the  grant  of  King  Henry,  in  all  his 
lands  and  fees,  they  were  allowed  by  the  jury  in  all,  except  this 
manor  of  Cobbamberi ;  which  liberties  were  confirmed,  with  the 
lame  exceptions,  to  Thomas  de  Woldham,  bishop  of  Rochester, 
in  the  21st  of  Edward  I. 

In  1519  this  manor,  then  usually  styled  the  farm  or  prebend 
of  Cobhambury,  was  held  under  the  bishop  of  Rochester  by  one 
Ur.  Horsey,  who  again  let  it  to  Mr.  George  Cromer,  master  of 
Cobham  college,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £26  8.  Soon  af^r  the 
reformaUoQ  under  Henry  VI II.,  the  bisbop  of  Rochester's 
interest  in  this  estate,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances  be- 
''"gioS  thereto,  was  surrendered  to  the  king,  who  granted  it  in 
fee  to  Sir  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  whose  grandson,  Henry 
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lord  Cobham,  being  attainted  in  the  Istof  James  I.,  forfeited 
the  estate  to  the  crown,  together  wiih  the  rest  of  his  property, 
and  in  the  3d  year  of  thnt  rei^  an  Act  passed  for  establishin); 
them  in  the  crown,  with  a  confirmation  of  all  grants  made  by 
the  king. 

Kincf  James  I.  then  granted  this  manor,  prebend,  or  farm  of 
Cobhanibury,  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salisbury,  who  died 
possessed  of  the  same  in  1612,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
sister  of  the  above  unfortunate  Geot^  lord  Cobham,  a  son, 
William  earl  of  Salisbury,  who  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  alien- 
ated this  estate  to  Mr.  Zachary  Kin^ .  His  descendant,  Francis 
Kin^,  sold  it  in  15'0  to  Grlhert  Spencer,  esq.,  of  Redleafe 
house,  in  Penshurst,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1707,  and  was 
buried  at  Penshurst. 

His  second  but  eldest  surviving  son,  Robert  Spencer,  esq., 
possessed  this  estate  on  his  father's  decease,  who  was  of  Dor- 
king, in  Surrey,  and  dying  without  issue  in  1730,  the  property 
went  to  his  brother  Abraham  Spencer,  esq.  of  Penshurst,  sberifF 
for  this  county  in  1736.  He  died  unmarried  in  1740,  and  was 
buried  at  Penshurat,  having  by  will  devised  the  manor  of  Cob- 
bambury  to  Thomas  Harvey,  esq.  orTunbridge,  who  died  pos- 
sesf>ed  of  it  in  1779,  and  by  will  gave  it  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte Harvey,  for  her  life,  with  remainder  to  bis  second  son, 
William  Thomas,  who  both,  in  1793,  joined  in  the  conveyance 
of  this  estate  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  earl  of  Damley,  the 
present  possessor. 

This  prebend  or  farm  of  Cobhambury,  is  valued  in  the  king's 
hooka  of  ecclesiastical  benefices  at  £1*28  2  1,  the  yearly  tenths 
being  £12  16  2);  which  are  still  paid  by  the. owner  to  the 
crown.     A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Henhubst,  usually  called  Hennis,  is  a  manor  in  this,  parriab, 
which,  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  was  part  of  the  possessions 
of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  of  whom  it  was  held  by  Ansgotns 
de  Rochester,  and  was  entered  in  Domesday  ander  the  general 
title  of  that  prelate's  estates. 

This  manor  afterwards  devolved  to  the  possession  of  one 
Goleclin  de  Hoenherste,  who  became  a  monk  in  St.  Aodcew'ii 
priory,  in  Rochester.  His  descendant,  William  de  Lanvalai, 
died  possessed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111.,  leaving  his  son 
and  heir  an  infunt;  in  consequence  of  which  it  came  into  the 
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poasnsion  of  Hubert  de  Bui^h,  chier  justiciary  of  this  realm, 
u  baving  the  custody  of  him  during  his  infancy. 

la  the  15th  of  the  next  reign  of  Edward  I.,  Edmond,  son  of 
Wjllinm  de  Pakenham,  died  possessed  of  this  manor;  after 
which  it  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  in  this  county,  where 
it  continued  till  the  final  dissolution  of  that  house,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  This  manor,  among  the  rest  of  the  possessions 
belonging  to  ihst  institution,  became  vested  in  the  crown, 
whence  it  was  soon  after  granted  to  Sir  Oeoree  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham.who  immediately  after  conveyed  it  toSirOeorgeHarpur, 
of  Sutton  Valence,  sheriffof  this  county  in  the  2d  of  Edward 
VI.,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Within  a  bordure  engrailed,  a  Hon 
rampant;  hia  lands  were  diagavelled  by  an  Act  passed  in  the 
2d  and  3d  years  of  that  reigd. 

On  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary,  having  engaged  in  the 
rebellion  raised  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  he  wan  committed  to  the 
Tower,  whence  being  released,  he  was  pardoned  by  the  queen. 
'  He  left  by  Mildred  his  wife,  one  son.  Sir  Edward  Harpur,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  alienated  this  manor  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Wright,  whose  son,  George,  dying  without  issue,  devised  it  by 
will  to  his  kinsman,  Sir  George  Wright.  His  son,  in  the  r6ign 
of  Charles  I.,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Dr.  Obert,  physician  to  the 
quern,  who,  after  some  years,  alienated  it  to  Henry  Gifibrd,  esq. 
of  Burstall,  in  Leicestershire,  who  was,  after  the  Restoration, 
created  a  baronet.  His  grandson,  Sir  John  Gifktrd,  hart., 
dying  in  1736,  without  issue,  the  property  devolved  to  his  only 
sister  and  heir  at  law,  AnneGifford,  who,  in  1750,  alienated 
Ibis  manor  to  John  Staples,  esq.  of  the  Temple.  London  ;  and 
be  devised  it,  by  his  last  will,  to  Percival  Hart  Dyke,  bart.  of 
Lallingstone,  who  subsequently  possessed  the  same. 

Gotcflin  de  Hianherste,  who  owned  this  manor,  and  became 
■  Bionk  of  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew's,  Rochester,  aa  above  men- 
tioned, gave  to  that  fraternity  half  of  the  tithes  of  his  land  of 
Hnnherste,  in  pnre  and  perpetual  alms,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
bands  of  their  almoner,  to  the  use  of  the  poor ;  and  they  were 
confirmed  to  the  priory  by  William  de  Lanvalai  and  several 
■acceeding  bishops  of  Rochester,  and  others. 

Those  tithes  remained  in  the  priory  till  the  dissolution,  under 
Henry  VIU.,  when  being  surrendered  to  that  monarch,  he,  io 
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his  33d  year,  eetlled  them  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chajirter 

or  Rochester. 

The  MAKOR  or  Haydon,  or  Hetkdunc^  in  Saxon  csHed 
^DUNB,  but  now  named  the  Mount,  lies  within  tbe  bounds 
of  this  parish.  It  was  part  of  tbe  estate  of  Odo  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered 
in  the  record  of  Domesday.  Who  afterwards  possessed  it,  «e 
cannot  learn,  but  in  the  beginning  of  tbe  last  century,  we  find 
the  owner  to  have  been  Mr.  Hubbard.  In  1734,  Mr.  Janiea 
Hubbard  alienated  it  to  Richard  Horsley,  esq.  of  Horton  Kirkby. 
on  whose  death  it  became  the  property  of  his  widow,  who  sold 
it  to  William  Stall,  esq. 

OwLiE  is  an  estate  situated  at  a  small  distance  westward  of 
Cobham  street,  which  was  for  many  centuries  ihe  property  and 
residence  of  the  family  of  the  Hayes's,  in  which  it  continued 
down  to  Mr.  Richard  Hayes,  who  by  will  devis^  it  to  trustees. 
They  sold  it,  subject  to  the  life  estate  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hayes,  to  Mr.  Henry  Edmeads,  sok  of  Mr.  Henry 
Edmeada,  of  Nutated  ;  and  he  ultimately  possessed  tha  same. 

The  king's  MANOR  of  Dabtfobd  claimed  orer  lands  m 
this  parish,  as  appears  by  the  escheat  rolls  and  other  records, 
from  the  earliest  times  ;  in  all  which,  the  parish  of  Cobham  is 
mentioned  among  those  wherein  that  manor  extended  its  juiis- 
diction.  The  lands  it  claims  over  in  this  parish  are  said,  in  tbe 
rolls  of  that  manor,  to  lie  in  Uavonsee,  near  ROund  street,  and 
near  the  highway  leading  from  Stone  street  to  Cobham  street ; 
the  rents  being  paid  annually  at  the  court  held  for  the  manor  of 
Dartford  priory,  in  Dartford,  where  the  several  tenants  performed 
their  customary  suit  and  service  to  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  bart., 
the  proprietor. 

Cobham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jdbisdiction  of 
the  dioccK  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  Tbe  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  is  a  lar^e  and  handsome  edifice,  coa- 
sisting  of  three  aisles  and  a  large  chancel.  Among  other  mono- 
ments  and  inscriptions,  is  a  very  noble  tomb  of  white  marblct 
whereon  lie  the  effigies  of  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham, 
governor  of  Calais,  k.o.,  and  his  wife,  in  full  proportions,  with 
the  figures  and  names  of  their  children,  being  ten  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  cut  in  marble  round  tbe  same ;  his  death  occurrsd 
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■■  1.S58.  This  fine  specimen  of  sculpture  appears  at  one  period 
10  hare  hid  a  canopy  of  marble,  which,  with  the  pillars  that 
nipported  it.  and  many  pieces  of  the  figures,  lie  broken  and 
icattercd  on  the  ground  ;  we  know  not  whether  it  has  since  been 
repaired.  It  was  erected  by  his  son.  Sir  William  Brooke,  in 
1661 ;  arms,  Brooke  quartering  Cobbam,  and  seven  other  coats 
within  the  garter.  Nearly  the  whole  pavement  of  the  chancel 
iacovered  with  gravestones  of  the  family  of  tbeCobham's  and 
the  Brooke's,  many  of  which  were  in  a  state  of  delapida- 
tiui,  those  remaining  being  a«  follow :  viz.  a  brass  plate  and 
figure,  the  inscription,  in  old  French  capitals,  round  the  edge, 
for  Dame  Joan  de  Cobham  ;  a  brass  plate  and  figure  in  armour, 
for  Thomas  de  Cobbam  and  Maud  his  wife.  On  another,  south 
of  (be  former,  in  brai«s.  On  a  chevron,  three  Horn  rampant;  and 
litlume  impaling  three  roundlea,  a  file  of  three  pointt  in  chief; 
and  the  figure  of  a  woman;  round  the  verge,  a  French  inscrip- 
lioD,  for  Margaiet  de  Cobham,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Devon* 
(hire,  wife  of  the  lord  Cobham,  founder  of  this  place,  obt. 
13^5.  The  remaining  monuments  and  inscriptions  commemo- 
rative of  this  eminent  family  in  the  church  are  too  numerouii  for 
insertion,  some  going  as  far  back  as  Richard  II.  There  are 
alio  several  for  the  families  of  the  Clavering's  and  the  Harpur's, 
u  well  as  a  vault,  which  belonged  to  that  of  the  Hayes's. 

The  church  of  Shorne,  with  that  of  Cobham  appendant,  was 
given  by  Henry  I.  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Saviour,  of  Ber- 
Biondsey ;  which  appropriation  was  confirmed  by  Thomas 
Becket,  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

From  an  ancient  valuation  taken  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
the  church  of  Cobham  was  estimated  at  thirty  marks,  and  the 
Twarage  at  seven. 

In  the  36th  of  Edward  III.,  John  de  Cobham,  lord  Cobham, 
founded  a  pebpbtual  chaktrt  or  college  in  the  church  of 
Cobham,  for  five  priesU  or  chaplains,  establishing  a  college 
tliere  for  the  performance  of  divine  services,  for  ever. 

The  house  or  college  inhabited  by  the  chaplainu  and  members 
of  this  foundation  was  a  large  quadrangular  building  of  stone, 
meted  by  the  lord  Cobham,  and  situated  almost  adjoining 
the  south-east  wall,  overgrown  with  ivy;  the  large  chimney- 
(««*•  of  ihe  refectory  or  kitchen,  as  well  as  part  of  the  north 
cloister,  still  remaining  in  ruins.     Tlie  doorway  tbence  into  the 
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church  is  still  visible,  through  which  the  mnstcr  and  lirethren 

entered  daily  to  their  stalls,  on  either  side  of  the  great  chancel, 

to  celebrate  mass,  for  the  souls  of  tlie  founder  and   his  noble 

riiinily. 

CoBHAM  COLLEGE  IS  a  neat  quadrangular  stone  building, 
erected  partly  from  the  materials  of  the  former  coltef^e,  and  in 
part  new.  It  contains  twenty  lodging-rooms,  with  a  lar^e  hall, 
having  a  screen  at  the  entrance,  and  a  raised  floor  at  the  upper 
end,  as  in  other  ancient  halls.  At  either  corner  of  the  large 
cbimneypiece  is  a  shield,  one,  a  sahier  in  base,  an  excalop  shell; 
the  other,  a  Saracen's  head,  being  cue  of  the  crests  of  the 
Brooke's.  In  the  windows  are  the  arms  of  the  founder;  and 
over  the  South  gate  of  the  college,  next  the  gardens,  his  shield, 
with  twelve  quarterings  within  the  garter;  beneath  which  ap- 
pears an  inscription  respecting  the  foundation  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Thorpe,  of  Rochester,  being  elected  one  of  the  wardens 
of  Rochester  bridge,  and  of  course  one  of  the  presidents  of  this 
college,  took  indefatigable  pains  to  restore  it  to  the  flourishing 
state  in  which  he  left  it.  He  had  also  the  seals  of  the  ofBce  of 
presidents  re-engraved,  with  the  arms  of  the  founder  properly  ' 
blazoned  thereon. 

In  this  parish  there  are  some  waterworks,  originally  erected 
by  one  of  the  Brooke's  lords  Cobham,  for  supplying  the  col- 
lege, as  well  as  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  with  water. 
These  works  being  unendowed,  through  length  of  time  and 
neglect,  fell  entirely  to  ruin,  and  so  continued  till  1778,  when 
they  were  put  into  good  and  substantial  repair,  through  the 
persevering  assiduity  of  Mr.  Richard  Hayes,  of  this  parish, 
who  did  not  meet  with  a  grateful  return  due  to  his  labours  from 
those  persons  moat  interested  in  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
same. 

Wlfwardws  de  Hod,  sumamed  Henry,  took  upon  himself 
the  habit  of  a  monk  in  St.  Andrew's  priory,  in  Rochester,  and 
gave  to  the  brotherhood  his  tithes  in  Cobham,  which  gil^ 
was  confirmed  by  Gilbert  bishop  of  Rochester,  in  the  time  of 
King  Henry  1.,  and  by  several  of  his  successors. 

Ordiva,  granddaughter  of  Wlfward  Henry,  gave  the  tithe  of 
her  land  in  Cobhani,  callfd  Bethene  court,  to  the  same  priory. 
These  tiihes  coniinued  in  the  possession  of  that  fniternity  till 
surrendered  under  Henry  Vlll.,  who  settled  them  on  his  new 
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fbonded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  part  of  whose  inheri- 

tuce  ihey  etill  contiaue.    The  Brooke's  lords  Cobham  were 

for  tome  years  lessees  of  these  tithes  under  the  dean  and 

chapter;  and  in  the  reign  of  Charles  1.,  Stephen  Alcock,  esq^- 

of  Rochester,  held  them  in  like  manner;-  the  Kight  Hon. 

Tbamas  lord  le  Despencer  was  subsequently  the  lessee. 

lo  lt)21,  there  were  116  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Cobham  ; 

'.      and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula> 

,      tioD  was   taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 

i      bitants  were  as  follow :  males  334,  females  312,  making  a  total 

■      of  646  souls. 

The  parish  07  Stsood,  generally  called  Stroud,  is  so  de> 
tignated  by  Mr.  Hasted  ;  we  nevertheless  have  the  authority 
of  a  correspondent,  who  has  altered  the  name  to  Strood;  in  the 
I      Textui  Roffensit  it  is  spelt  Strodes,     It  lies  within  two  juris- 
dictions, one  of  which  is  within  that  of  the  justices  of  the 
,     county  at  large,  and  the  other  the  bounds  of  the  corporation  of 
{     the  city  of  Rochester,  and  hundred  of  the  same.    The  two 
divisions  are  known  by  the  names  of  Strood  Infra  and  Strood 
Extras  the  former  including  that  part  of  the  parish  from  the 
\     High  street,  Rochester,  over  the  bridge,  to  the  mill,  called  Strood 
'     tniH,  including  the  aauie.    Thence  it  goes  along  the  High  street. 
It  the  right  hand  side  of  the  same,  and  so  beyond  the  church, 
I     by  the  high  road,  to  the  crosaway  leading  from  Rochester  to 
I     Gravesend,  and   from  Cuxton  to  Frindsbury,  to  a  house  once 
callfd  the  Ship,   with  the  church    of   Strood  ;    and   in    cir- 
cait,  including  all  Littleborough  or  Littlebury,  back  to  the  city 
[    of  Rochester  and  the  Medway. 

The  latter  is  partly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  held 
for  the  hundred  of  Shamel,  and  partly  within  that  of  the  manor 
of  Strood,  otherwise  Temple. 

Tbia  parish  is  situated  for  the  most  part  southward  of  the 
bigh  Ix>ndon  road ;  the  river  Medway  being  its  eastern  boundary 
u  far  as  Cookstone,  near  the  banks  of  which  is  the  manor, 
boose  of  the  Temple.  Thence  it  rises  up  the  hills  till  it  joins 
the  parish  of  Cobham,  the  greatest  part  being  a  chalky  soil. 
The  town  of  Strood,  through  which  the  high  London  road  leads 
over  Rochester  bridge,  to  Dover,  is  situated  at  the  northern 
bpDndary  of  the   parish,  almost  adjoining  Frindsbury  street, 

VOL.  IV.  L  I 


^niized  by  Google 


S5a  HISTORY  OF  THB 

tni.  on  the  «aat  to  the  river  Mediray  and  Roctteater  bridge;  at 
the  foot  of  which,  tre  wbarfa  where  coUiera  of  the  UrgHt 
bnrdetM  are  mooTcd.  The  town  oonaiata  of  one  jHincipal  Btreet^ 
having  the  church  at  the  west  end  ;  near  which  are  aoon 
ismaina  of  the  hospiul  of  Newark.  The  inhabiUnte  eonsitt  in 
a  great  measure  of  aea^faring  men,  fiahermen,  and  oyster- 
dredgers,  eetabliabed  by  prescription,  but  subject  to  the  autho- 
rity and  gOTerncoent  of  the  corporation  of  Rocbeater,  of  which 
a  farther  account  will  be  given  in  the  deaeription  of  that  city. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  was  paased  in  1769,  for  new  paring, 
lighting,  and  watching  this  parish,  towards  the  expenae  of 
which,  though  the  inhabitants  of  Rocbeater  were  joined  in  the 
same  Act,  yet  the  latter  were  subjected  to  an  annual  rate  of  one 
afailling  in  the  poand  of  their  rac4i-rents;  whereas  those  of 
Strood,  in  consideration  of  the  lai^  share  of  statnte  work 
belonging  to  the  parish,  were  subjected  only  t«  disburse  9d., 
whereof  tMo  thirds  were  paid,  by  the  landlords,  and  one  tbiid  by 
tke  tenant^.  In  addition  to  this,  a  toli-bar  waa  erected  in 
Strood,  the  rerenne  of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  abore 
work. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Medway,  about  half  a  mile  south  of 
StPBod  church,  was  the  site  of  an  ancient  building,  called  the 
Tample,  so  named  from  its  having  been  formerly  the  taanuonof 
the  Knight's  Templars,  the  cetim-  oT  which  edifice,  with  a 
groined'  roof  of  square  chalk,  was  remaining  when  the  anrrey 
was  taken  by  Mr.  O.  A.  Ceoke,  the  aame  being,  under  the  pre- 
•ent  building,  called  the  Temple  Farm. 

This  gift  to  the  Knight's  Templars  by  Henry  W.  was  con- 
firmed by  Kinga  John  and  Henry  III.,  but  the  whole  order 
having  been  dissolved  in  the  6th  of  Edward  II.,  a.b.  1312, 
Pope  Clement  V.  immediately  granted  their  lands  and  goods  to 
the  Knight's  Hospitallers ;  and  which  the  king  afterwards  con* 
firmed,  and  ordered  poeaeasion  to  be- delivered  to  them,  though 
be,  both  before  and  afterwards,  granted  aeveral  of  their  manws 
and  estartes  to  laymen  and  lay  naes.  The  latter  circumstance 
inda«ed  Pope  John  XXII.,  a.d.  1322,  when  he  confirmed  the 
Templars'  lauds  to  the  Hospitallers,  to  denounce  curses  and 
Mcemmunications  against  those  nobles,  knights,  and  other 
laymen,  and  even  ecclesiastics,  who  against  right  were  pos- 
8«sed  of  8«cb  property. 
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Tba  bun  probably  occ«8ion«d  th«  Aet  passed  the  eiuuiDg. 
jtu.  in  which,  beeanfle  tha  cBtates  of  the  Templars  had  baeo  giren 
fbrgoodly  purposes,  the  king,  iKtbleE,  and  others,  ssaembled  in 
ParKantcnt,  granted  that  they  should  be  assigned,  according  to 
the  will  or  the  donors,  to  other  religious  men,  that  they  might 
be  charitably  disposed  of  to  godly  uses ;  and  they  were  accord- 
iagly  settled  upon  the  Hospitallers. 

The  manor  of  Strood,  otherwise  Temple,  became  accortKngty 
part  or  the  possessionA  of  the  Knight's  Hospitallers  of  St.  John 
of  Jeniaalcm.  tbe  prior  of  Which  order  granted  the  fee  of  tha 
■ene  to  £dward  II.,  who  by  his  writ  to  the  sheriff  commnnded 
bhn  to  lake  it  into  bis  hands,  and  aeoount  for  the  profits  of  the 

SUM. 

£dward  III.,  in  reeompeuse  of  certain  lands  and  tenements 
neently  belonging  to  bis  dear  kianvoman,  Mary  da  St.  Paid, 
eoantess  of  Pembroke,  which  be  had  taken  into  his  hands, 
ftanted  to  her  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  then  held 
m  capilet  for  her  life ;  and  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  tfaa 
treable  and  expense  which  she  had  or  might  be  at,  in  regard 
(•  his  daoghter,  Joan  of  Woodstock,  then  living  with  her,  he, 
by  other  letters  patent,  in  his  12th  year,  granted  this  manor 
ind  its  appurtenances  to  her  and  her  heirs,  for  ever.  She 
Assigned  to  have  built  a  religious  house  in  her  manor  here,  but 
allying  her  mind,  gave  it,  in  the  18th  year  o(  that  reign,  to 
the  monastery  she  bad  erected  at  Denny,  in  Cambridgeshire. 

The  manor  of  Strood,  othwwiie  Temple,  continued  with  the 
shove  monaalery  till  the  dissolution  under  Henry  Vlll.,  when 
being  aurrendered  to  tbe  king,  he  granted  the  site  of  the  late 
nonaatory  at  Denny,  with  tbe  greater  part  of  its  possessions, 
among  which  was  this  manor,  to  Edward  Elrington,  to  hold 
M  eapUe.  He,  jointly  with  Grace  his  wife,  alienated  this  manor 
•f  Strood  Temple  to  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobhajn,  and  his 
hsira,  whose  grandson  being  oonvieted  of  high  treason,  for- 
ftitad  this  manor,  among  his  ot^er  estates,  to  the  crown.  It 
■t»  t^n  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salisbury,  who 
bad  married  the  sister  of  the  above-mentioned  Henry  lord 
Cobhaa;  and  he  died  posaewted  of  it  in  1612,  leaving  it  to  his 
oily  aoB  and  heir,  WilUam  earl  of  Salisbury.  By  the  latter  it 
was  alienated  to  Bernard  Hyde,  esq.  of  Loudon,  who,  at  his 
deatli,  gave  it  to  his  third  son«  Mr.  John  Hyde ;  and  he  passed 
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it  by  sate  to  James  Stuart,  duke  of  Richmond,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  1.  By  that  nobleman,  some  time  after,  this  manor  was 
eonreyed  to  one  Blague,  of  Rochester,  whose  son,  Isaac  Bl^ue, 
esq.,  died  possessed  of  it,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  infant 
daaghters.  His  widow  enjoyed  the  possession  of  this  manor, 
and  upon  the  death  of  her  second  husband,  Mr.  John  Lamport, 
it  again  reverted  to  the  Blague's ;  one  of  whom  alienated  it  to 
Mr.  John  Whitaker,  whose  nephew,  Thomas  Whiuker,  esq. 
of  Wateringbury,  afterwards  possessed  this  estate. 

The  manor  of  Goddington,  in  this  parish,  menUon  of  which 
is  made  under  that  of  Frindsbury,  wherein  most  part  of  the 
demesnes  lay,  was  formerly  in  the '  possession  of  Simon  God- 
dingtoo,  who  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward  lit.  as  half 
a  knight's  fee,  which  Alan  de  Godjmgton  before  held  in  Strood 
of  Jeflfry  de  Scoland,  and  he  of  the  earl  of  Leicester.  Subae- 
quently,  this  manor,  and  the  demesnes  belonging  to  it  in  Frinds* 
bury,  having  been  separated,  devolved  to  the  possession  of  the 
pHory  of  Rochester,  and  so  continued  till  the  suppression  of  the 
same,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  settled  it  on  his  new 
founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  in  whom  it  has  re- 
mained. 

The  dutchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  this  manor. 

BoNCAKES,  otherwise  Newark,  is  a  manor  here,  which  had 
owners  of  the  name  of  Brooke  as  early  as  the  reign  of  King 
John,  when  Elias,  then  prior  of  Rochester,  put  an  end  to  a  suit 
between  that  convent  and  Malhew  de  Bigstrope,  for  ten  marks 
sterling,  and  redeemed  the  service,  which  was  owing  from  the 
sacristy,  on  the  six  principal  festivals,  to  William  Boncake  and 
his  heirs,  for  the  land  of  Pinendene,  in  Strood,  being  parcel  of 
this  manor. 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  this  property  appears  to  have 
been  divided  among  several  owners,  for  when  the  Black  Prince 
was  constituted  a  knight,  the  master  of  the  Newark  or  hospital 
of  Strood,  the  heirs  of  Richard  Gromyn,  John  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam  prior  of  Strood,  and  the  heirs  of  Simon  de  Cockeford,  paid 
respective  aid  for  one  quarter  of  a  knight's  fee,  which  the  said 
master,  Robert  Franklyn,  and  Nicholas  de  Cockeford,  before 
held  in  Strood,  of  Simon  de  Chellesfelde,  and  he  of  Jeffry  de 
Scoland,  who  had  held  it  of  the  earl  of  Leicester. 

In  the  43d  of  Edward  III.,  James  Pcukhani  released  to 
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EichBTd  Havekyn,  of  Strood,  the  third  part  of  a  certain  court, 
called  Frankly  n's  court,  most  probably  from  the  before-inentioned 
Bobert  Frankly n,  in  Strood,  together  with  all  rents,  suits  of 
court,  services,  aud  appurtenances,  arising  from  certain  tene- 
ments in  Strood  and  Frindsbury,  which  codrt  and  rents  once 
beI<Higed  to  Hamon  Baker)  of  Strood. 

The  manor  of  Boncakes,  together  nith  that  of  Hawkins, 
in  this  parish,  afterwards  became  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
bospital  of  Strood,  frequently  styled  Newark,  whence  the 
ibmier  acquired  the  addition  of  that  name  to  its  ancient  one 
of  Boncakes.  They  continued  with  the  hospital  till  it  was, 
together  with  all  its  lands  and  revenues,  surrendered,  with  the 
king's  licence,  in  the  3i8t  of  Henry  VIU.,  to  the  prior  and  con- 
reat  of  Rochester,  where  these  manors  continued  but  a  few 
months,  as  the  following  year  that  priory  was  also  dissolved 
uid  surrendered,  with  its  possessions,  into  the  hands  of  the 
luDg.  He  settled  the  hospital  of  Strood,  with  all  its  lands  and 
pouestions,  among  which  were  the  manors  of  Boncakes  or 
Newark  and  Hawkins,  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochester,  with  whom  they  have  remained. 

A  court-baron  is  held  by  the  dean  and  chapter  for  the  manor 
of  Boncakes. 

The  manor  of  Hawkins  was  af^rwards  held  by  lease  from  the 
dean  and  chapter,  by  Francis  Burnell,  esq. ,  on  whose  death, 
without  issue  male,  his  interest  therein  descended  to  his  two 
daughters  and  coheirs;  Anne,  married  to  the  Rev.  Francis 
Dodaworth,  and  Catherine  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  Dodsworth, 
brother  of  the  former,  both  of  whom,  in  right  of  their  wives, 
became  entitled  to  the  same.  There  is  no  court  Held  for  this 
manor. 

The   dean    and   chapter  were    possessed    of    several    small . 
tenements  and  premises  in  this  parish,  parcel  of  the  priory  of 
Rochester,  given  to  it  at  various  times  by  different  persons,  an 
account  of  many  of  which  grants  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
Registntm  Roffeme. 

Tbk  Yoke,  otherwise  North  Yosb,  is  a  small  manor  in 
Stiood,  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Mary  Thornton,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Thornton,  of  Luddesdon,  who  died  pos- 
lesaed  of  it  in  1779,  when  her  trustee,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Denne, 
afterwards  held  the  property. 
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OiLBEXt  BK  Qlanvil,  bishop  of  Rochester,  st  the  begia- 
Dingorthe  raign  of  Richard  I.,  founded  an  hospital  in  this 
parish,  not  far  distant  frain  th«  oast  end  of  the  cliurcb,  wbicb 
was  afterwuda  oall^d  the  Newark,  or  Stroqd  Hospital. 
It  WBB  by  him  ereCte^  in  honour  of  God  and  the  Virgin,  Tm^ 
health  of  his  soul,  and  those  of  his  predecessora,  «ueoaaaon, 
9nd  benefaclora,  artd  th«  reformalioa  of  Christiantty  in  the 
Holif  Land;  also  for  the  redemption  of  King  Richard  I.,  and 
lAariabing  and  receiving  thereia  the  poor,  weak,  in&rm,  and 
impotent,  m  well  for  the  nntghbouring  inbabitaata,  as  traveUera 
from  distant  parts,  who  should  be  suitably  providsd  with  bedi, 
victuaU,  and  drink,  till  their  departura,  wban  ethcre  should  he 
similarly  eoUTtained,  for  eror.  And  ha  furtiier  appointed  a 
master,  to  be  noiBinated  in  future  by  himself  and  his  auccesson. 
who  should,  v»i^  the  advice  of  the  biqfaop,  bare  the  care  of  the 
boipital,  and  being  himutf  a  tegular,  aheuld  hare  with  bim  ai 
numy  regulars  as  might  enable  him  to  perform  the  divine  ser- 
vices tbete  in  a  proper  manner.  At  the  same  time,  with  tbe  con- 
sent of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Roohestn,  as  well  as  of  hii 
archdeacon,  he  endowed  it  as  tbsein  mentioned,,  and  also 
exempted  the  site  and  precincts  of  the  hospital  from  all  arch- 
deaconal  and  deaconal  jurisdiction,  rendering  the  sama  only 
iubjeot  to  the  authority  of  the  pope,  the  arahbiihop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  Laally  be  ordained,  that 
after  a  aufflcient  allowance  for  the  support  of  himself,  the 
priests,  and  servants,  all  the  residue  should  be  applied  to  tbe 
relief  of  the  poor,  who  were  to  be  ineieaaed  acoordiag  to  the 
improvement  of  the  rsvenues. 

Frotn  the  first  establiahm^nt  of  the  hospitel,  a  perpetual  jea- 
lousy subsisted  between  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  the 
n)«mbqTB  thereof,  as  the  former  contd  never  forget  its  having 
been  founded  out  of  their  revenues,  of  which  they  conceived 
theraaelves  to  have  been  arbitrarily  despoiled  by  Bishop  Glanvil. 
Differences  and  ahercationa  were  therefore  very  frequent,  and 
once,  in  particular,  the  dispute  was  not  terminated  witboat 
blows.  Thia  affray  was  occasioned  by  the  monks  passing  in 
procession  through  the  orchard  of  the  hospital,  as  previously 
'observed  under  the  parish  of  Frindsbury,  wbtoh  produced  such 
an  effect  on  the  monke>  i\\tX  (bey  never  after  attQmptad  to  pass 
in  procession  by  that  route. 
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The  hoBpiUl  remuned,  in  tint  sitnition  til}  th«  reigb  Of 
Besry  VIII.,  when  Joha  Wyldbore,  tbea  nasler,  and  the  coti* 
tmn,  by  their  inatnimeDt,  surreiidered  ap  the  same  with  the 
king's  licence. 

When  Biehop  Hamo  de  Hethe,  nAt  long  ^rterhts  promotioit 
tothis  bishopric,  Tisited  the  hospital,  be  found' great  irregular 
rity ;  some  of  the  inaBlere  having  dismpated  ft  Mnsiderable  part 
«f  the  revflDOes,  wberelbre,  in  1330,  he  made  some  rules  for  the 
better  goTenimeRt  of  the  said  estabJislnnent. 

It  so  continued  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  vhen  it  waB  aar* 
Rodered,  with  all  appurtenances,  to  Walter  Prior,  of  the  con- 
vent of  Rochester,  at  whidi  period  the  revenues  of  this  place 
were  valued  at  £62  9  10). 

A  few  nionibs  after  the  diasolation  of  the  hospital,  the  prior^ 
of  Rochester  itself  was,  with  all  its  estntes  and  poseeBsionSf 
■orrendered  to  the  king,  who  soon  after  settled  it  on  his  new 
fbanded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester,  in  whom  the  inheri- 
tenee  has  contitiued. 

The  hospital  stood  on  the  north  side  of  ibe  High  street,  near 
the  cbnrchyard  ;  the  site  still  retains  the  name  of  Newark,  but 
it  is  so  nuch  covered  by  modern  btiildings,  that  very  little  of  its 
ucient  appearance  is  discernible. 

Stsooo  is  within  the  bcolgsiasticai  jdrisdiCTIOn  of 
the  dioce$e  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  cbarch,  dedica- 
ted  to  St.  Nicholas,  was  formerly  a  chapel  to  the  parish-church 
ofPrindsbaTy,  and  as  soeh  paid  sixpence  chrism  rerrt  to  the 
Bothet  cbvTcb  of  the  diooese.  It  is  a  spacious  bnl^ng;,  con- 
■isbng  of  a  nave  and  two  aisles,  and  the  great  chancd,  with  k 
tower  steeple  at  the  west  end,  wherein  is  a  clock  and  six  bells. 
Od  the  north  side  of  the  chaneet  is  a  vestry  room,  and  under-' 
■eath  an  ancient  chnmel-house.  In  the  soDth  aisle  is  a  smalt 
stone  chapel,  built  in  1607,  formerly  belonging  ^  a  family  of 
the  name  of  Morehnd.  and  afterwards  to  that  of  Gother,  lata 
of  this  town.  There  appeifrs  to  have  been  formerly  a  chapel 
tbeieiD,  dedicated  to  the  Trinity,  and  another  chancel,  or  altar, 
to  St.  Mary,  which  last  was  ordered  to  be  repaired  by  the  parisb 
IB  1612. 

Among  other  monnments  and  inscriptions,  whidi  are  very 
DsmerosB,  are  the  following.  In  the  chancel,  a  memorial  for 
the  Cnsai's ;  on  the  south  wall  a  monoment  for  Samuel  Gibson* 
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vicar  of  Frindsbnry,  and  a  brass  plate,  with  the  Rgures  of  a  man 
and  Ilia  three  wives,  for  Thomas  Glover.  -  In  the  south  aiale  is 
a  stone  bearing  the  figure  of  a  religious  person,  and  round  the 
edge  an  inscription  in  Saxon  capitals,  for  Mariobe  and  John 
Creye ;  over  the  door  of  the  chapel,  south  of  this  aisle,  is  an 
inscription,  stating  that  the  chapel  was  bought  and  repaired  by 
Captain  Richard  Wood,  in  1705.  The  raised  tombs  and  head- 
stones in  the  churchyard  are  very  numerous,  but  being  for 
persons  in  nowise  related  to  this  history,  are  consequently 
omitted. 

tn  the  survey  of  the  church  livings  of  this  diocese,  taken  in 
1660,  it  was  returned  that  Strood  was  a  donative  in  the  gift  of 
the  dean  and  chapter,  worth  ^31  18  3  per  annum,  Mr.  Caniel 
French  being  then  the  incumbent.  It  was  not  valued  in  the 
king's  books. 

In  1821  there  were  283  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Strood 
Extra;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow:  males  778,  females  683,  making  a 
total  of  1461  souls. 

Strood  Infra  is  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  Rochester, 
and  in  the  last  census  of  the  population  is  entered  at  the  end  of 
the  county.  The  entire  parish  of  Strood  contained,  in  1821, 
2704  inhabitants. 

The  parish  of  Cookstoke,  now  generally  called  C«j?(o«, 
was  written  in  Domesday,  Cochstune,  and  in  the  Ttjclut 
Soffensit,  Cucolanslan,  and  Cucleslena.  This  parish  is  about 
four  miles  square,  the'  river  Medway  being  its  northern  boun- 
dary, close  to  which  is  the  mansion  of  Whornes  place,  and  not 
far  distant  the  church,  close  to  which  the  road  leads  from 
Strood  to  Hailing,  nouthward  across  the  parish.  Hence  the 
ground  nscs  over  much  hill  nnd  dale,  among  the  woods,  amidst 
which  ia  Ranscombe  farm,  and  Upper  and  Lower  Bush.  About 
half  a  mile  north-west,  beyond  the  summit  of  the  high  bill,  is 
Cobham  park,  whereof  a  small  portion  is  in  the  hounds  of  this 
parish,  as  is  also  Knight's  farm,  that  adjoins  the  palings;  the 
latter,  as  well  as  Ranscombe,  is  the  property  of  the  earl  of 
Darnley.  The  soil  ia  chalky  in  the  lower  purts  of  this  district, 
but  more  westward  it  abounds  in  a.  loamy  earth,  whereof  much 
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ii  rery  fertile  land.  The  Bitnation  is  ratherinore  healthy  than 
Hilling,  being  farther  from  the  marshee,  the  ground  or  upland 
rwDg  almost  immediately  from  the  river. 

This  eatate,  with  the  church,  was  given  to  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew's,  in  Rochester,  and  Swithwif  bishop  of  that  see,  by 
Ethelwolf,  king  of  the  Saxons,  free  from  all  service,  together 
with  its  appurtenances,  the  seizure' of  thieves,  and  all  other 
atitteis  which  belong  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew's ;  as  well  as 
the  fidds,  woods,  meadows,  feedings,  marshes,  in  small  and 
great,  in  known  and  unknown.  Here,  as  well  as  at  Hailing, 
and  other  places  described  in  this  History,  there  is  no  small 
difficulty  in  settling  the  date  of  the  girt.  The  charter  in  the 
Textvt  Rqffenris  mentions  its  having  been  given  in  880,  the 
13th  of  the  rdgn  of  Ethelwolf;  and  Ethelred,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  is  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses,  who  came  to 
that  see  in  871,  and  died  in  888,  whereas  King  Ethelwolf  died 
in  867,  which  was  fonrteen  years  previous  to  the  time  of  that 
trehbishop.  The  IS^th  year  of  King  Ethelwoirs  reign  was  863, 
« time  indeed  when  he  was  only  king  of  the  Saxons,  his  son 
Atbelstaae  then  reigning  in  Kent.  Philipott  and  the  Register 
Reffaaii  mention  its  being  given  in  838,  viz.  the  lat  year  of 
King  Ethelwolf,  the  reader  will,  therefore,  form  his  own  judg- 
ment concerning  this  matter  ai  he  may  think  fit.  Hie  church 
(pf  Rochester  did  not  Jong  possess  this  property,  which  was  soon 
•Aer  wrested  from  it  in  the  Danish  wars,  then  r^ng  in  the 
kbgdom. 

Wtlliam  the  Conqoeror  gave  this  place,  among  other  posses- 
tions,  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  but  Archbishop  Lanfranc  re- 
covered it,  among  others,  in  the  solemn  assembly  held  at 
Peoenden  heath  in  1076,  after  which  he  restored  it  to  Gundulph, 
ud  the  chorcb  of  St.  Andrew's,  when  the  gift  of  it  was  subse- 
queotly  confirmed  by  several  archbishops  of  Canterbury. 

Gundulph,  bishop  ofRochester,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus. 
ftAowing  the  example  of  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  separated  his 
■unteoance  from  th»t  of  the  monks  of  his  church,  in  (^ich 
fivinon  this  manor  was  allotted  to  the  bishop  and  his  sue- 
On  B  taxation  of  the  manors  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  in 
1366,  it  i^rpeara  that  Cnkelstane,  then  esteemed  as  a  member 
of  the  manor  of  Hailing,  contained  268  acres  of  arable  land, 
VOL.  IT.  M  m 
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each  worth  four  pence  at  the  most,  there  being  no  roarle  there, 
and  Uiere  were  twenty  acres  of  salt  meadow,  each  worth  siz- 
pence,  the  mil]  at  Cukeletane  being  valued  at  one  mark.  In  the 
valuation  of  the  bishop's  manors  at  the  latter  end  of  the  above 
reign,  Cukelstane,  as  an  appendage  to  the  manw  of  UaUiug.  is 
fully  mentioned  under  the  description  of  that  manor ;  but,  in  a 
subsequent  valuation,  in  which  the  manors  of  Hailing  and  Cook- 
Btone  are  valued  separately,  the  latter  ia  estimated  at  forly 
marks.  There  is  an  account  in  a  manuscript  in  the  Cottonian 
library,  of  the  stock  which  should  remain  on  this  manor  of  ths 
bishopric,  after  the  decease  of  each  bishop ;  but,  as  it  is  there 
remarked,  that  the  several  articles  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
see,  were  frequently  lost  or  purloined,  the  succeeding  bishops 
were  obliged  to  replace  them. 

In  the  time  of  the  great  rebellion,  after  the  death  of  Charles  !■, 
this  manor,  together  with  that  of  Middleton  Cheney,  was  sold, 
by  order  of  the  State,  to  Robert  Fenwick,  esq.,  for  £627  12s. 
with  whom  it  remained  till  the  Restoration  of  Charles  11.,  in 
1660,  when,  on  the  establishment  of  episcopacy,  the  manor  of 
Cookstone  again  devolved  to  its  right  owner,  the  bt^op  of 
Rochester,  as  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  that  see,  where 
the  inheritance  of  it  has  remained. 

Whornes  place,  generally  called  Homes  plate,  is  a  seat 
in  this  parish,  situated  close  to  the  western  bank  of  the  river 
Medway.  It  was  erected  by  Sir  William  Whorne.  who  had 
been  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1487,  from  whose  successor  it 
passed  to  the  name  of  Harpur  in  the  following  year  under 
Henry  VIII.,  in  the  32d  year  of  which  reign  an  Act  passed  for 
the  confirming  to  George  Harpur,  and  Lucy  his  wife,  Uiis  manor 
of  Home  place.  From  that  name  it  was  soon  after  sold  to  one 
Vane,  who  alienated  it  to  a  BarneweU„  and  he,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Nicholas  I,eveson,  esq.  of 
Staffordshire. 

This  family  was  originally  of  Willenhall,  in  Warwickshire, 
where  Richard  Leveson  resided  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  His 
descendant,  Richard  Leveson,  left  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
of  Wolverhampton,  in  Staffordshire,  and  changed  the  paternal 
coat  of  his  family  from  Azure,  three  laurel  leaoes  erect,  or,  to 
Quarlerlt/,  axure  and  guks,  three  tinuter  hands  couped  at  the 
wrist,  argent,   which  coat  was  continued   to  his  descendants. 
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Md,  the  other  aon  of  Richard  Leveson,  preserved  the  coat 
tnnonr  of  hit  progenitorB,  and  was  ancestor  of  Nicholas  Lereson 
above  mentioned,  whose  descendant.  Sir  John  Leveson,  of 
Whorne's  place,  in  a  great  measure  rebuilt  this  seat,  and  died 
witboDt  issue  male.  He  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  by  his 
brother.  Sir  Richard  Leveson,  k,b.,  who  was  of  Trentham,  iii 
Staffordshire,  and  io  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  alienated  all  his 
hnds  in  this  connty  to  different  persons,  among  which,  this  of 
Whorne's  place  nent  to  John  Marsham,  esq.,  descended  from  a 
bmily  of  that  name  in  Norfolk.  He  was  one  of  the  six  clerks 
ID  Chancery  in  the  above  reign,  of  which  o£Sce  he  was  subse- 
quently divested,  and  his  estate  plundered,  for  his  loyalty  to  the 
king.  At  the  Restoration  he  was  reinstated  in  bis  place,  and 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  being  at  that  time  of 
Whorne's  place,  and  three  yean  after  created  a  baronet.  He 
ms  esteemed  a  very  accomplished  gentleman,  an  excellent  his- 
torian, and  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  anti* 
qnarias  of  his  time.  He  died  at  Bushy  hall,  in  Hertfordshire,  in 
1686,  and  lies  buried,  with  Elizabeth,  bis  wife,  in  the  church  of 
Cookatone,  by  whom  he  left  two  sons,  John  and  Robert.  Sir 
Jobs  Msrsham,  the  eldest  son,  and  heir  to  his  father,  was  also 
a  studious  gentleman,  twice  married,  having  left  by  his  last 
wife  an  only  son,  John.  He  purchased  the  Mote,  in  Maidstone, 
and  removed  thither,  where  he  died  in  1692,  having  been  sheriff 
of  this  county,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  being  succeeded 
by  his  only  son  Sir  John  Marsham,  bart-,  who  survived  bis 
hther  bat  a  few  years,  dying  unmarried  in  1696,  aged  sixteen. 
On  his  demise,  without  issue,  the  title  of  baronet,  and  this  seat 
of  Whorne's  place,  with  the  rest  of  his  estates  in  this  county, 
passed  to  his  uncle,  Sir  Robert  Marsham,  of  Bushy  hall,  in 
Hertfordshire,  who  afterwards  resided  at  the  Mote.  His  only 
ton,  Sir  Robert  Marsham,  bart.,  was  in  1716  created  I,ord 
Eomoey,  Baron  Romney  of  this  county,  whose  grandson,  the 
present  Lord  Romney,  is  now  owner  of  Whorne's  place,  and  the 
estate  in  Cookstone,  with  Hailing  belonging  to  the  seme. 

WicBAH  is  a  manor  which  lies  partly  in  this  parish,  and 
partly  in  that  of  Stroud.  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  to  whom 
Kent  was  in  soine  measure  subjected,  and  Sigard,  king  of  Kent, 
nve  £sliD7ham.   with  its  anoenda^es  of  Freandeaburv  and 
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Aodrew'a,  in  Rocliester,  and  commended  Uie  mme  to  tbeewe 
of  Bishop  Eardulph  ;  bat  this  place,  with  others  in  the  ndgh- 
bonrhoodt  was  wrested  from  the  church  of  Roobester  during  the 
Danish  wars. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  Wichsm  to  Odo  biibop  of 
Bayeuz,  but  Archbishop  Lwifraoe  reeorered  it  at  the  eolenm 
assembly  held  on  Penenden  heath,  in  1076.  After  which  the 
archbishop  restored  it  to  Bishop  Gundulph,  and  the  church  of 
St.  Andrew,  which  donation  was  confirmed  by  Arohbtdiopt 
Antelra  and  Boniface.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  bishop  soon 
afterwards  gave  Wicham  to  Ooisfrid  Talbot,  reserring  all  tithes 
whatsoerer  out  of  the  same,  which  he  gave  to  the  mooln  of 
Rochester  for  ever.  In  the  reign  of  King  John  this  place  wu 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the  Montehenaie's.  Williani, 
son  of  William  de  Montchenaie,  who  died  in  the  6th  of  King 
John,  held  thia  mancw  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  Uie  ISth  year 
of  that  reign,  upon  which  Warine  de  Monteheosie  had  a  living 
of  his  whole  inheritance.  In  the'37th  ofHenrylll.  hehada 
charter  oi  Jrte  warren  for  his  several  manors,  and  died  the  en- 
suing year,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  William  de  Mont* 
chensie,  who,  in  the  8th  of  Edward  I.  had  a  grant  in  fee  of  view 
of  frankpledge,  and  the  courts  belonging  to  the  same  in  hit 
lands.  In  the  17th  year  of  the  same  reign  he  died,  leaving  a 
daughter  and  sole  heir,  Dionisia,  who,  marrying  Hugh  de  Vere, 
third  son  of  Robert  earl  of  Oiford,  the  entitled  him  to  this 
manor,  among  others  of  her  inheritance ;  after  which  it  passed 
in  like  manner  as  the  estate  of  Hartley,  and  others,  into  the 
families  of  Vdence  and  Hastings,  successively  earls  of  Pem- 
broke, and  from  them  to  Reginald  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthin,  who 
was  found  to  be  his  cousin  and  next  heir  of  the  whole  blood,  to 
John  de  Hastings,  the  last  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  died  in  the 
13th  of  Richard  11.  He  afterwards  being  uken  prisoner  in 
Wales  by  Owen  Gtendower,  was  obliged  to  make  orer  this 
manor,  among  others,  to  pay  his  ransom,  for  which  purpose  it 
was  accordingly  assigned  to  Robert  Braybrooke,  bishop  of 
London,  and  others,  then  feofiees  of  diven  of  his  lordship's 
manors,  to  sell  this  estate,  towards  raising  the  sum  required. 
This  maoOT  is  not  mentioned  in  Dogdale,  but  it  appears  from 
several  manuscripts  that  it  was-  sold  at  that  period  by  those 
feoffees,  bat  to  whom  it  then  passed  we  have  not  ascertained. 
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Howerer,  in  Uw  nign  of  Heniy  VII.,  it  wu  in  the  poueision  of 
the  Dime  of  Sprever,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  that  of  Henry 
VIII.  John  Sprerer  owned  it.  It  next  devolred  to  the  poises- 
•ion  of  the  Manham's,  in  which  fomily  it  contiDufed  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Komney. 

There  was  a  manor  in  this  parish  called  Bsbbsb,  otherwise 
BiiRSH,  which,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  was  owned  by  a 
lanily  of  that  name,  Simon  de  Beresse  then  posaesaing  it ;  after 
which  it  pasted  into  that  of  the  Wadetone's.  In  the  49th  of 
Henry  III.,  John,  son  of  Robert  de  Wadetone,  gave  it,  with  all 
appnrtcnancea,  (excepting  a  certain  piece  of  land,  which  he  had 
given  to  the  chanter  of  the  church  of  Rochester,)  to  the  abbey 
of  Lcsnee,  in  free  and  perpetnal  alms.  The  same  year  John, 
•on  of  John  d«  Cobham,  of  whom  thie  manor  wa«  held,  con- 
firmed this  gift  to  the  abbot,  with  a  oottrent,  to  hold  in  pnro 
and  perpetual  ahna,  free  from  all  serrieei,  customs,  and  suits 
of  eoart,  to  the  manor  belonging,  excepting  to  the  bridge  at 
Bocheater,  and  the  yearly  rent  dne  to  him  and  his  heirs.  This, 
however,  being  transacted  while  Laurence  de  St.  Martio,  bishop 
rf  Rochester,  was  abroad,  Uie  abbot  and  convent  fearing  they 
•hoold  be  dispossessed  of  this  manor,  As  being  of  the  bishop 
&eeat  bis  return,  signed  an  ioebnment,  whweby,  in  1267,  in 
conaideration  of  the  sum  of  1 10  marks  sterling,  they  released  to 
him  all  their  right  and  title  to  this  manor,  and  gave  np  the 
charten.  deeds,  and  instruments  relative  to  the  same,  at  which 
time  it  appears  that  there  existed  a  chapel  at  this  place. 

On  the  death  of  Bishop  Laurence,  in  1274,  his  heirs  entered 
on  this  manor,  as  part  of  their  inheritance ;  but  Walter  de 
Herton,  the  next  eucceesor  to  the  see  of  Rochester,  laid  claim 
to  the  property  by  (he  deeoriptton  of  one  canicate  of  land,  with 
its  appurtenances  in  fieresh,  alleging  that  Bishop  Laurence  did 
Dot  purchase  it  in  his  behalf  and  that  of  his  hein,  but  as  bishop 
of  Rochester,  to  him  and  his  successors  in  that  see.  That  this 
land,  being  an  appurtenance  to  the  manor  of  Cooketone,  one  of 
the  capita)  manors  belonging  to  the  see  of  Rochester,  the  abbot 
did  not  enfeoffee  the  bishop  therein,  bat  only  sarrendered  it  up 
^^n,  with  its  appnrtenances,  to  him,  as  to  the  capital  lord  of 
the  fee,  which  he  was  not,  bat  as  being  at  that  time  bishop  of 
Rochester.  The  bishop  bad  judgment  accordingly,  and  reco- 
vered this  manor,  and  Thomas  de  Sl  Martin,  by  his  deed. 
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releaaecl  to  him  and  hia  sacceMors,  all  bis  right  and  title  therein, 
as  did  his  dcaoendtnt^  Robert  de  St.  Martin,  in  the  6th  of 
Edward  III.,  who  bad  brought  bis  plea  befare  the  juBticeaof 
the  King's  Bench,  against  Hamo,  bishop  of  Rochester,  for  this 
property.  Not  succeeding,  however,  he  by  hie  deed  released 
all  his  claim  and  title  to  the  same,  to  the  bishop  and  his  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  since  which  it  haa  been  blended  with  the 
manor  of  Cookatone,  part  of  which  it  was  afterwards  esteemed. 

CooKSTONE  is  within  tlie  ecclesiastical  jvbisdiction 
of  the  dioceic  and  (feonery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Michael,  contains  many  memorials  and  monuments, 
among  which  are  the  following.  In  the  chaneel,  within  the 
rails,  on  the  aoath  wall,  a  beauttfol  monument,  the  anna.  Or,  a 
bend  eolixed,  tables  impaling  barrt/  of  Jbur,  parted  per  pok, 
ergttU  and  gules  coutUerehanged,  being  for  Anne,  daughter  of 
Charles  Barrett,  esq.  of  Belhonse,  in  Essex,  married  to  Sir 
Robert  Harley,  K.B.,  obiit  1603.  By  that  lady  he  had  issue 
Thomas,  also  interred  here;  the  monument  in  question  wu 
repaired  by  Edward  lord  Harley,  in  1723.  A  memorial  for  Sir 
John  Marsham,  knight  and  barL ,  another  for  Lady  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hammond,  of  St.  Alban's,  in 
East  Kent,  and  an  inscription  for  Ferdinando  Marsham,  esq., 
and  many  others.  On  the  south  wall  are  the  arms  of  the  Mar- 
sham's,  cut  in  stone,  A  Hon  passant,  between  two  cotiiet,  and 
beneath,  the  date  1630.  Under  an  arch,  between  this  and  the 
rector's  chaneel,  is  a  large  altar  monument,  hearing  an  inscrip- 
tion in  braaa,  for  Maater  John  Bultyll,  paraon  of  this  church, 
and  chaplain  to  Prince  Edward,  obiit  166S. 

This  church  was  always  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Cook- 
stone,  and,  as  such,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Right  Rev,  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester.  In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  this 
church  was  valued  at  twelve  marks. 

The  rectory  waa  valued  in  the  king's  hooka  at  £14  15  5,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £1  9  6). 

In  1821  there  were  thirty-one  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Cookatone ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  cenaua  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  200,  females  184,  making 
a  total  of  384  souls. 
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Thkpabisiiop  Halling,  written  ia  Domesday  and  other 
recorda  HalUnga,  and  in  Saxon,  Haling,  meaning  the  low 
meadowB  or  pastures. 

The  parUh  of  HaUing  is  bounded  on  its  eastern  side  by  the 

lirer  Medway ;  at  a  small  distance  from  the  banks  of  which, 

the  village  called  Loweh  Hallinq, 

ie  palace  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester, 

;h  this  village  the  route  leads  from 

;h  Snodland,  towards  the  high  London 

h  it  encounters  at  Larkfield.    About 

I  Lower  Hailing,  on  higher  ground,  is 

FBB  Hallino,  situated  nearly  at  the 

'  cbalk  bills ;  beyond  the  summit  of 

over  the  large  wood,  called  Hailing 

ndary,  next  to  Luddesdon.    The  soil 

:,  and  but  poor  land ;  the  quantity  of 

fresb,  between  the  uplands  and  the 

far  from  healthy  or  pleasant.      The 

is  neighbourhood,  was  aaciently  con- 

of  Rochester  bridge. 

with  the  consent  of  his  nobles  and 

ndfl  in  Hallingi  with  al)  appurtenances, 

woods,  meadows,  marshes,  fishings, 

elonging  thereto,  to  Bishop  Doranand 

the  chufch  of  Rochester ;  whereto  he  added  the  following  den- 

beries   in    the    Weald,    Bixlb,    Speldhirst,     Mbhkdbh, 

Thabkbb,  Eastan,  and  Rustbybllik,  together  with  Tep- 

sses  who  confirmed  that  gift  were 

tp  Jaenberth.    This  appears  from 

e  names  of  the  two  kings  in  the 

ncilftbte  with  the  history  of  those 

liop  of  Canterbury  from  764  to 

appear  there  were  any  such  kings 

Heabertb,  as  Aldric  was  king  of 

^bert,  king  of  the  West  Saxons, 

';  nor  was  he  king  of  the  West 

succeeded  to    the  bishopric   of 

lie  reign  of  King  Aldric.     Alford, 

ter  written  in  764  from  Eardulf 

king  of  Kent,  who  was,  no  doubt,  some  petty  prince  or  regulut 
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in    it,     as    mart    probably    wen   ftlso   Kii^s    Egberth    and 

Hea  berth. 

Halltag  does  not  seem  to  have  remained  long  in  the  possession 
of  the  church  of  Rochester,  being  vrrested  from  it  doring  the 
confusion  of  the  Danish  wars  in  this  kingdom.  William  the 
Ck>nqaeror  gare  it  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bayenx,  but  Archbishop 
Lanfranc  recovered  the  manor,  among  others,  at  the  solemn  as- 
sembly held  at  Pineoden  heath,  in  1076;  after  which,  he 
restored  it  to  Bishop  Oundulph  and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew's; 
whiefa  gift  was  confirmed  by  several  succeeding  archbishops  of 
Canterbury. 

In  ihe  survey  of  DoHtesday,  it  is  entered  under  the  general 
title  of  the  lands  of  Uie  bishop  of  Rochester. 

Bishop  Gundulph,  wbo  was  elected  to  the  see  of  Rochester  in 
the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  a.d.  1077,  separated,  after  the 
example  of  Lanfranc  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  his  maintenance, 
as  bishop,  from  that  of  the  monks  of  his  church ;  in  which 
division  this  manor  was  allotted  to  the  bishop,  and  by  him  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  his  table,  or  ad  vietom  Epitcopi, 
as  it  was  then  styled.  Soon  after,  the  pleasant  situation  of 
Hailing  induced  the  bisbop  of  Rochester  to  build  an  episcopal 
palace  there,  for  himself  and  his  saccessors,  which  had  become 
so  ruinous  when  Bishop  Gilbert  de  Glanvil  came  to  the  see,  in 
1 185,  that  he  rebuilt  it  in  a  more  commodious  manner. 

The  year  prerions  to  the  above  dale,  a.d.  1184,  Richard 
archbishop  of  Canterbary  pursuing  his  route  by  Hailing  and 
Rochester,  in  bis  journey  from  Wrotham  to  Canterbury,  was 
obliged  to  stop  at  tiiis  palace,  in  consequence  of  a  violent  fit  of 
illness,  of  which  he  died  the  next  day,  and  was  thence  con- 
Teyed  to  Canterbury,  to  be  interred. 

On  a  taxation  of  the  bisbop  of  Rochester's  manors,  in  1265, 
it  appeared  that  the  whole  yearly  valuation  Of  the  manor  of 
Hailing,  with  the  appendages  of  Holebe^e  and  Cnkelstane, 
of  which  the  rents  amounted  to  £26,  was  in  all  £43  18;  the 
necessary  and  aseful  repairs,  and  maintenance  of  the  buildings 
there,  were  estimated  at  100s.  per  annum ;  and  that  the  manor 
of  Hailing  then  contained  262  acres  of  arable  land,  valued  at 
4d.  at  the  most,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  marie  there, 
and  thirty^ight  acres  of  salt  meadow,  each  valued  at  6d.;  and 
that  the  vineyard  was  valued  at  ISs.  4d.  per  annum.    At  the 
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(alter  end  of  the  above  reign,  on  a  valuation  of  the  bishop's 
muiors,  it  appeared  that  he  had  only  six,  of  which  Halting  was 
the  principal ;  wherein,  with  its  appurtenances,  Holberge  and 
Cnkclstane,  it  was  reputed  to  contain  four  ploughs,  and  yet 
tbere  were  not  in  reality  that  number  of  plough  lands,  each  of 
which,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  should  hare 
contained  180  acres  of  arable  land,  whereas  the  manor  did  not 
circumscribe  that  quantity ;  but  that  the  plough  lands,  with  the 
whole  pasture  allotted  for  the  keeping  of  cattle  working  thereon, 
were  worth  jfl7  per  annum:  that  the  annual  rents  of  this 
manor,  as  well  in  money  as  in  hens,  eggs,  ploughshares,  and 
oblaticHia,  with  Holbei^  and  Cukelstane,  were  worth  £138  6  4j. 
It  also  appeared  that  there  were  three  mills,  valued  at  lOOs. 
per  annum  ;  and  that  the  meadow  of  the  manor  was  estimated 
at  two  marks,  £61  12  0);  while  in  a  subsequent  valuation,  the 
manor  of  Hailing,  without  Kokilstan,  was  computed  at  100 
marks. 

It  appears  by  the  pleas  taken  in  the  2lBt  of  Edward  I.,  that 
the  bishop  of  Rochester  had  his  prison  within  his  manor  here. 
Lambarde,  in  his  Perambulation,  says,  that  Hamo  de  Hethe, 
taihopof  Rochester,  and  confessor  to  King  Edward  II.,  had  a 
vineyard  here,  probably  the  old  one  mentioned  above,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.;  in  his  time  a  plain  meadow:  and  that  the 
bishop  sent  a  present  of  wine  and  grapes,  the  produce  of  the 
mne,  to  that  prince,  in  the  19th  year  of  his  reign,  who  then  rested 
St  Bokingford,  in  this  county,  where  he  had  withdrawn  on  the 
charge  of  bis  intention  of  visiting  France,  for  the  performance 
of  his  homage  due  for  the  duchy  of  Aquitane.  Bishop  Hamo, 
ia  1332,  being  the  16th  year  of  the  above  reign,  resided  the 
whole  summer  at  Hailing,  during  which  he  repaired  the  ruined 
baildings  of  bis  palace,  and  raised  from  the  ground  the  hall  and 
high  front:  two  years  afterwards,  he  finished  the  enclosure  of 
tbe  walls,  and  new  built  the  chamber  of  the  clerks,  the  larder, 
and  the  kitchen;  and  afterwards  remained  there  all  the  ensuing 
inramerand  winter.  In  1337,  he  again  repaired  and  added  to 
die  bnildings  there.  The  palace  stood  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  church,  near  the  banks  of  the  Medway  :  in  1715,  great  part 
of  the  ruins  remained,  viz.  the  chapel,  the  hall,  and  a  gate,  with 
the  arms  of  the  see  of  Rochester,  in  stone  ;  in  which  state  the 
rabric  continued  till  within  memory,  but  has  siuce  been  de- 
VOL. IV.  N  n 
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stroyed  for  the  sake  of  the  maleriala.  There  is  a  view  of  iht 
ruins  as  they  stood,  in  Grose's  Antiquities,  vol.  ii.  In  a  niche, 
over  the  outside  of  the  principal  doorway,  in  1720,  was  the 
figure  of  Hatno  de  Hethe,  bishop  of  Rochester,  dressed  in  hit 
episcopal  habit,  executed  in  stone,  about  two  feet  high,  and 
el^antly  finished.  It  was  sooa  afterwards  blown  down,  during 
a  great  storm  of  wind,  but  escaped  damage,  by  falling  on  some 
grass,  and  was  afterwards  presented  to  Dr.  Atterbury,  bishop  of 
Rochester.  The  manor  of  Hailing,  with  the  site  of  the  palace, 
still  remains  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  bishopric  of  Roches- 
ter. In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  John  Scory,  biahop  of 
Rochester,  let  a  lease  of  this  manor  and  palace,  for  ninety-nine 
years,  to  Robert  Dean,  esq.  of  Rochester,  who  soon  aflerwarda 
removed  hither.  He  left  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard 
Woodward,  a  sole  daughter  and  heir,  Silvester,  who,  in  1673, 
married  William  Dalyson,  esq.;  and  he,  on  her  father's  death, 
became  entitled  to  his  interest  in  this  lease,  and  resided  here  till 
his  decease.  Subsequent  to  that  period,  she  married  William 
Lambarde,  esq.,  the  learned  pernmbulator,  who  likewise  resided 
here  during;  her  life ;  and  at  her  death,  in  1587,  returned  to  his 
former  residence  at  Greenwich  ;  after  which,  her  interest  in  this 
place  devolved  to  her  son  by  her  (irat  husband.  Sir  Maximihan 
Dalyson,  who  was  of  Hailing,  but  his  grandson,  of  the  same 
name,  marrying  Frances,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stanley,  esq-  of 
West  Peckham,  removed  thither,  at  which  place  this  family 
resided.  His  descendant,  William  Dalyson,  esq.  of  Hamptons, 
in  West  Peckham,  became  the  lessee  of  this  manor,  with  the 
site  of  the  palace,  and  other  appurtenances  belonging  thereto. 

Lanoridge  is  a  manor  that  was  anciently  possessed  by  a 
family  of  the  name  of  Bavent,  whence  it  was  called  for  some 
time  Langridge,  otherwise  Bavenls;  there  is  also  a  fifM  yet 
called  by  the  latter  of  those  names,  where  the  ruins  of  buildings 
were  visible  some  years  back,  most  probably  vestiges  of  the 
ancient  mansion  of  that  family.  Adam  de  Bavent,  in  the  13lh 
of  Edward  I.,  obtained  a  grant  of  Jree  warren  for  his  lands  at 
Hailing,  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  Roger  Bavent,  and  he, 
together  with  John  de  Langareche,  who  was  witness  to  several 
deeds  of  land  given  to  the  biahop  of  Rochester,  at  this  place, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  held  three  quarters  of  a  knight's  fee 
in  Hailing,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester.     Roger   Bavent   and 
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John  de  Melford,  possessed  them  in  the  20th  of  King  Edward 
lit.;  after  which,  the  whole  seems  to  have  been  lodged  in  the 
ntme  of  Melford,  from  which  it  was  soon  after  sold  to  a 
Raynwell ;  one  of  whose  descendants,  as  appears  by  the  book 
of  Aid  in  the  Exchequer,  alienated  it^in  the  17th  of  Henry  VIL, 
to  Robert  Watson,  who  immediately  passed  away  his  interest  to 
Sir  William  Whome,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  of  London  in 
1487.  From  that  family  it  was  alienated  to  the  Vane's,  and 
tbence  again  to  tha  Barnewell's,  who,  about  the  beginning  of 
(he  reign  of  Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Nicholas  Leveson, 
or  Lewson,  esq.  of  Siaffordshire,  who  was  sheriff  of  London  in 
1634.  He  afterwards  resided  at  Whorne's  place,  in  the  adjoin- 
ing parish  of  Cookstone;  and  his  desendant,  Richard  Leveson, 
vas  made  a  knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  I., 
ind  succeeded  to  all  his  ancestors'  estates  at  Hailing.  Cookstone, 
■nd  elsewhere  in  this  county,  and  was  of  Trentham,  in  Stafford- 
ihire.  He  alienated  all  his  lands  in  this  county  to  different  per- 
tons ;  among  which  were  these  at  Hailing,  to  one  Barber  j  in 
that  name  they  continued  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  11., 
one  of  whose  descendants  alienated  them  to  a  Qolding ;  whence, 
hy  a  female  heir,  the  property  was  carried  in  marriage  to  Robin 
Wood  ;  and  on  bis  death,  again  by  a  second  marriage,  to  Mr. 
William  Baker,  who  ultimately  possessed  Langridge,  and 
lesided  there. 

Halling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
Uie  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester,  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  John  the  Baptbt,  is  a  small  building,  having  a  low  spire 
at  the  west  end. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  are  the  following : 
i»(Ae  chancel,  a  brass  plate  for  John  Collard,  one  of  the  clerks 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Margery  his  wife.  In  the  nave,  a  brass 
plate,  with  figures,  for  Silvester,  daughter  of  Robert  Dene, 
■oarried  to  William  Dalyson,  esq.,  and  afterwards  to  William 
Lambarde,  esq.,  as  before  mentioned. 

Gilbert  de  Qlanvill,  bishop  of  Rochester,  about  the  year  1193, 
bnilt  an  hospital  at  Strood,  as  previously  observed,  for  the 
reception  of  poor  travellers,  &c.,  which  he  endowed,  with  the 
consent  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochester  and  his  nrch- 
des£on,  among  other  premises,  with  this  church  of  Halling,  and 
the  portion  arising  from  the  tithes  of  his  knighls'  fees  in  Hulling, 
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Hokberge,  and  KukelsUn,  to  hold  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual 
alms.  He  also  ordained,  that  the  maater  of  the  hospital  should 
provide  a  priest  to  minister,  who  should  be  presented  to  the 
bishop ;  and  that  neither  he  nor  his  church  should  be  burdened 
uilh  any  pecuniary  exaction,  either  by  the  bishop,  archdeacon, 
dean,  or  any  other,  excepting  synodals,  due  of  ancient  time; 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  Hubert  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  by  Edward  III.,  in  his  6th  year. 

In  1650  the  vicarage  oF  Hailing  was  surveyed,  and  returned 
to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  £40  19,  including  the  pension  of 
£5  10,  paid  yearly  to  the  vicar  by  the  tenant  of  the  parsonat^e. 
This  vicarage  was  valued  in  the  king'a  books  at  £7  13  4,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  15s.  4d.;  and  in  1729  it  was  worth  JC72 
per  annum. 

There  was  a  free  chapbl  or  chamthy  in  this  parish, 
dedicated  to  St.  Laurence,  which  was  suppressed  by  the  Act 
passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  and  the  lands  and  revenues 
given  to  the  king. 

In  1821  there  were  fifty  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Hailing; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  populatiou 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  203,  females  143,  making  a  total  of 
316  souls. 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  TOLTINGTROW. 

This  hundred  is  in  Bome  ancient  records  called  ToUeiern  and 
T^OaOr,  and  in  Domesday  record,  TolUntru.  In  the  return 
made  of  the  knights'  fees  throughout  England,  in  the  7th  of 
Edward  I.,  it  appears  that  the  archhisfaop  of  Canterbury  ranlied 
lord  of  this  hundred. 

Oa  levying  a  fine  of  40s.  on  every  knight's  fee,  in  the  20th 
Edward  III.,  this  hundred  answered  for  four  knights'  fees  and 
a  half. 

ToLTiNGTRow  coHtains  these  parishes  within  its  boands: 

NORTHFLBET,    GbAVESBND.      MlLTON,    IPIELD,     NUTSTBD, 

Hbopuau,  and  Luddesdon. 

Tub  parish  of  Nobtuflebt  lies  about  tno  miles  from 
Gravesend,  and  is  called  Norjltiet  in  Domesday,  in  the  Textus 
Raffeuns,  Northpleata  ;  the  latter  part  of  which  game  was 
acquired  from  its  situation,  close  to  the  fleet  or  arm  of  the 
Thames,  which  (lows  henos  southward,  towards  SouthSeet; 
and  the  farmer,  from  its,  northern  situation  on  this  river,  in  res- 
pect to  the  above-mentioned  parish  of  Southfleet. 

'niis  parish  contains  about  3000  acres,  of  which  100  are  wood. 
It  is  considered  by  many  to  be  unhealthy,  from  its  contiguity  to 
the  marshes;  but  the  chalk  works,  which  employ  a  great  num- 
ber of  hands,  in  some  degree,  purify  the  air.  The  soil  is  in 
general  good  for  till^e ;  near  the  Thames  it  is  chalky,  the  rest 
a  stiff  loam,  interspersed  with  gravel.  The  north-west  part  of 
the  parish  is  a  low  marsh  frequently  overflowed  at  high  tides, 
which  would  inundate  the  high  London  road  that  crosses  it,  was 
there  not  a  causeway  raised  to  prevent  the  evil,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  which  is  the  stream  or  fleet  rising  at  Spiinghead,  in 
Southfleet,  whence  both  these  parishes  derive  their  names. 
There  is  also  a  bridge  here  with  floodgates,  to  prevent  the  tides 
Sowing  beyond,  which  would  otherwise  drown  the  marshes ; 
and  there  is  also  a  l^rge  tract  above.    This  bridge  was  rebuilt 


^niized  by  Google 


S78  HISTORY  OF  THE 

at  the  charge  of  the  county  in  1634,  and  subseqaenUy  rendered 
more  commodious  for  travellers ;  hence  the  high  road  that 
crosses  the  northern  part  ascends  the  hill,  eastward,  to  the 
uplands ;  and  at  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  is  the 
village  of  Northfleet.  Below  the  entrance  of  the  same,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  is  a  hamlet  called  Northfieet  Hytke, 
between  which  and  the  road  is  the  seat  called  the  Hive,  late 
Mr.  Wadman's.  A  small  distance  beoce,  the  high  road  leaves 
its  ancient  course,  which  formerly  continued  straight  through 
the  town  of  Qravesend,  to  Rochester,  till  the  encroachment  of 
the  chalkpits  rendered  it  dangerous ;  when  it  was  afterwards 
entirely  dug  away,  so  that  turning  more  to  the  right,  it  passes 
through  the  village  of  Northfleet,  huilt  round  a  green,  having 
the  church  and  vicarage  on  its  southern  side.  The  scenery  at 
Northfleet  is  extremely  picturesque,  and  in  some  degree  terrific, 
from  the  excavations  made  for  the  lime-works. 

The  church  of  Northfleet,  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph,  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  diocese,  and  consists  of  a  nave,  with  aisles  and 
a  chancel,  with  a  low  tower  huilt  within  the  site  of  the  founda- 
tion walls  of  the  former  structure,  but  by  no  means  corres- 
pondent with  the  other  part  of  the  edifice.  Columns  of  an 
octagonal  form,  and  extremely  massy,  spread  off  into  pointed 
arches  without  the  intervention  of  capitals,  which  separate  the 
nave  from  the  aisles.  The  chancel  contains  some  remains  of 
ancient  oak  stalls,  and  in  the  south  wall  arc  three  stone  seats. 
On  the  pavement  of  this  church,  upon  a  skb,  is  a  full-lengthed 
brass  figure  of  a  priest,  standing  beneath  a  richly  ornamented 
canopy,  and  round  the  edge  ia  an  imperfect  inscription.  Many 
years  ago,  the  grave  beneath  was  opened,  when  the  body  of 
Peter  de  Lucy,  the  rector,  was  found  wrapped  in  leather. 

There  are  many  fragments  of  monuments  as  far  back  as  the 
14th  century,  with  a  fine  marble  tomb  for  Edward  Brown,  m.d., 
who  resided  at  Ingress,  and  was  physician  (o  Charles  II. 
Wombwell  hall  is  situated  in  this  parish,  about  a  mile  south- 
east of  the  church  ;  there  are  also  two  other  seats  belonging  to 
Jeremiah  Rocher,  esq.  and  William  Gladdisfa,  esq. 

The  chalk  pits,  above  menliooed,  extend  here  close  to  the 

northern  side  of  the  village,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 

width,  to  the  shore  of  the  Thames,  the  digging,  manufacture, 

and  exportation  of  which  article,  are  of  thorgreatest  advantage 
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fotfaii  coDpty,  as  from  this  spot,  and  the  neighbourhood,  not 
only  London  and  the  adjacent  country,  but  even  Holland  and 
FUoden,  are  supplied  either  with  lime,  or  chalk  wherewith  to 
Dike  it.  In  addition  to  this,  the  rubbish  of  the  chalk  is 
booght,  and  conveyed  away  by  lighters  and  hoys  to  the  porta 
and  creeks  in  the  opposite  county  of  Essex,  and  even  to  Suffolk 
and  Norfolk,  and  sold  there  for  manure.  Thus  tbia  barren 
chalky  soil  contributes  to  make  the  strong  clay  land  of  those 
counties  rich  and  fertile,  and  the  mixture  of  earth  forma  a  com- 
position which,  out  of  two  otherwise  barren  extremes,  compose 
one  prolific  medium. 

There  was  anciently  a  market  held  here  every  Tuesday  after 
Easter  Tuesday,  till  Whit  Tuesday,  and  three  annual  fairs. 

Philipolt  says  it  was  reported  in  his  time,  that  the  valley 
through  which  the  stream  or  fleet  flows,  called  by  him  Ebbs 
Fleet,  was  once  covered  with  water,  and  being  locked  in  on 
either  side  by  hills,  formed  a  secure  road  for  shipping,  which 
induced  the  Danes  to  make  it  a  winter  station  for  their  navy- 
Mr.  Somner,  and  some  others,  have  conjectured  that  the 
Roman  station,  called  Vaoniac^,  was  situated  at  Northfleet, 
and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  could  not  have  been  very  distant 
from  this  spot,  as  near  the  spring  head,  in  the  parish  of  South- 
fleet,  vast  numbers  of  coins  and  the  Roman  milestone  were  disco- 
vered, while  the  rcD  aina  of  the  ancient  Roman  road,  towards 
Rochester,  are  still  to  be  seen,  of  which  opinion,  among  others. 
Has  Dr.  Thorpe,  of  that  place. 

Thb  manor  op  Northfleet  was  part  of  the  ancient  pos- 
sessions of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  under  the  general 
title  of  that  prelate's  lands  it  was  entered  in  Domesday.  In 
the  3d  of  King  John  the  archbishop  had  the  grant  of  a  fair  at 
Northfleet. 

In  an  ancient  taxation  of  the  archbishopric,  in  the  Black 
Boiik  of  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  this  manor  was  valued 
at  £107  11  3.  It  continued  part  of  the  posKessions  of  the  see 
of  Canterbury  till  Archbishop  Cranmer,  under  Henry  VIII., 
conveyed  it  with  the  rectory,  par8onage,  and  glebe,  with  the 
adrowaon  of  the  vicarage,  to  that  king,  in  exchange  for  other 
premises.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  9th  year,  granted  this 
manor,  and  the  site  thereof,  to  James  Guildford,  for  thiity  years; 
after  which  it  was  granted  to  Lord  Wotton  ;  but  it  was  again 
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▼eated  in  the  crown,  at  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  a.d.  1648.  The 
Parliament  then  passed  an  ordinance  to  place  this  property  in 
the  hands  oF  trustees,  that  it  might  be  sold  to  supply  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  State,  when  this  manor  and  appurtenances  vas 
accordingly  conveyed  to  John  Brown,  with  whom  it  remained 
till  the  Restoration  in  1660,  when,  returning  to  the  crown,  it 
continued  there  till  the  22d  year  of  that  reign.  An  Act  then 
passed  to  enable  the  king  to  convey  certain  quit  rents  and  fee- 
farm  rents,  parcel  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown/  to  trustees,  that 
they  might  be  sold,  and  enable  bodies  corporate  to  purchase 
them,  notwithstanding  the  statute  of  Mortmain.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  quit  rents  of  the  manor,  amounting  to  up- 
wards  of  £60  per  annum,  were  soon  after  purchased  by  the  deaa 
and  chapter  of  Rochester,  part  of  whose  revenues  they  still 
continue.  Bat  the  manor  itself ,  with  the  royalties  appertaining 
thereto,  still  remained  in  the  crown,  and  so  continued  till  about 
the  year  J768,  when  they  were  granted  to  William  earl  of  Bes- 
borough,  at  the  yearly  feefarm  rent  of  6s.  8d.  He,  in  1760, 
conveyed  them,  together  with  Ingress,  in  the  adjoining  parish 
of  Swanscombe,  to  John  Calcraft,  esq.  the  late  possessor. 

The  principal  part  of  the  tenants  of  this  manor  hold  in  free 
socage,  but  there  are  a  few  copyholds. 

WoMBWELL  Hall,  commonly  called  Wimble  hull,  is  a  sent 
in  this  parish,  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  southeast- 
ward from  the  church.  It  was  built  on  part  of  the  demesnes  of 
an  estate  here,  called  Dundalls,  and  in  old  deeds  and  evidences, 
both  Derndale  and  Derendale,  the  name  of  a  family  which  an- 
ciently possessed  it.  However,  before  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  it  was  in  the  possession  of  William  Wangdefon), 
commonly  called  Wainford,  whose  son,  William  Wangdeford, 
was  sergeant  at  law,  and  a  good  benefactor  to  Rochester  bridge; 
as  it  is  noted  in  the  muniments  of  the  same,  that  William 
Wainford  gave  and  mortized  to  the  atone  bridge  of  Rochester, 
his  place  at  London,  in  Cornhill,  at  the  Shaft,  to  the  value  of 
twelve  marks,  above  all  the  reprises.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  inheritance  of  this  estate,  and,  in  the  15lb  of  Henry  VI., 
passed  it  away  by  sale  to  John  r.nd  William  Flucke,  from  whom 
it  was  shortly  after  purchased  by  John  Rouse,  descended  from 
William  Rouse,  of  Birling,  in  this  county.  He  alienated  liia 
interest  to  Thomaa  Wombwell  and  John  Clifton,  esqrs.,  which 
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latter  dying  without  issue  ia  1471,  gare  his  share  by  will  to  the 
fonner,  who  by  that  meaoB  became  possessed  of  the  entire  fee 
ofDenidale. 

The  faoaily  was  originally  of  Wombwell,  in  Yorkshire,  when 
Thomas,  above  meoUoned,  having  removed  into  Kent,  in  the 
reiga  of  Edward  IV.,  and  being  in  possession  of  the  whole  of 
tbis  estate,  erected  a  seat  thereon  foj  his  residence,  which  he 
called  Wombwell  hall. 

This  family  bore  for  its  arms.  Gules,  a  bend  ermine,  between 
nx  unicorns'  heads,  erased,  argent,  which  coat  was  confirmed 
to  his  descendant,  William  Wombwell,  of  Wombwell  hall,  id 
Northdeet,  gent.,  by  Clarencieux,  in  1574,  In  his  descendants 
tbe  seat  and  estate  continued  down  to  Thomas  Wombwell,  whoj 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  one  moiety  of  the  property, 
and  Derndale,  to  Edward  Adye,  esq.  counsellor  at  law,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  Mrs.  Leah  de  la  Fortrye,  daughter  of  Laurence 
des  fionrveries,  of  Canterbury,  and  widow  of  Peter  de  la  For- 
trye, merchant  of  London,  and  of  East  Coombe  in  this  county, 
fie  was  youngest  of  the  three  sons  of  Nicholas  de  la  Fortrye,  of 
the  city  of  Canterbury,  son  of  John  de  la  Fortrye,  of  Lisle,  in 
Flanders,  who  fled  to  England  on  account  of  his  religion,  in 
1567.  The  other  two  sons  were  John  and  Samuel,  both  emi- 
nent merchants  in  London  ;  from  the  former  of  whom,  by  a 
temalecoheir,  the  earl  of  Radnor  is  descended,  and  from  the  latter 
the  Fortrye's  of  Leicester ;  while  through  the  female  branch 
came  the  earls  of  Aylesford  and  Bathurst.  The  family  of 
Fortrye  bore  for  its  arms,  Argent,  three  boars'  heads  erased, 
ubUt  armed  of  the  first,  langued,  gules.  She  left  by  her  hus- 
band, Peter  de  la  Fortrye,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  Leah, 
wife  of  Edward  Adye,  esq.  above  mentioned,  and  Susan,  mar- 
ried to  Peter  Busteel,  esq.  At  her  death  in  1659,  she  by  will 
gave  ber  moiety  of  Wombwell  hall  and  Derndale  to  her  son 
James  Fortrye,  esq.,  who  removed  from  Coombe,  in  Greenwich, 
to  this  seat,  and,  having  purchased  the  other  moiety,  as  also 
Derndale,  he  rebuiK  the  house  in  1663.  He  died  possessed  of 
both  in  1674,  leaving  his  wife  Mary  surviving,  afterwards  styled 
in  the  court  roll.  Lady  Pitfield,  otherwise  Mary  Fortrye,  widow, 
three  daughters,  and  one  son,  James  Fortrye,  esq.,  who  suc- 
ceeded him  in  this  estate,  and  resided  at  Wombwell  hall.  He 
became  a  bencher  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  died  in   1727, 
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leaving  by  his  second  wife,  Rosamond,  one  son  and  beir,  Jamea, 
and  a  daughter.  James  was  of  Wombwell  hall,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Cbadwick,  esq.  of  Northfleet,  and  died 
without  issue  in  1744,  by  will  devising  this  seat,  with  Derndale, 
to  his  sister  Mary  io  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  Thomas 
Chiffinch,  esq.  of  this  parish.  His  niece  and  heir  at  law,  Mary 
Comyns,  on  his  death,  entitled  her  husband,  Francis  Wadman, 
esq.  to  the  possession  of  the  snme. 

Ifield  Coubt  is  a  manor  situated  at  the  sonth-west  boun- 
dary of  this  parish,  within  the  hamlets  of  Ifielo,Wbli,s,  and 
CosiNOTON,  which  was  anciently  part  of  the  estate  of  a  family 
of  that  name ;  one  of  whom,  Thomas  de  Ifield,  died  possessed 
of  it  in  the  34lh  of  Edward  I. ,  about  which  period  William,  son 
of  Thomas  de  Ifield,  with  all  his  brothers  and  coheirs,  granted 
to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew's,  Rochester,  all  the  tithe  of  Ifield, 
in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  which  had  been  given  to  them  by 
his  ancestors.  Soon  after  that  period  this  estate  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  the  Hever's,  in  which  it  continued  in 
^e  20th  of  Edward  III.,  when  the  heirs  of  Thomas  de  Hever 
paid  aid  for  it  as  half  a  knight's  fee,  which  Robert  de  Hever 
formerly  held  in  Ideld  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It 
afterwards  passed  to  the  family  of  the  Sympson's,  of  Sympson's 
place,  in  Bromley,  one  of  whom,  Robert,  died  possessed  of  it  in 
the  nth  of  Edward  IV.  His  heir  alienated  it  to  one  Rikfaill, 
from  which  name  it  passed  in  marriage  with  Rose,  sole  heir  of 
John  Rikhilt,  to  John  Lymsey,  who,  io  the  Ist  of  Richard  111., 
conveyed  it  by  sale  to  John  Young,  from  whom  it  passed  to 
another  John  Lymsey,  who  held  it  of  the  king  by  knight's  ser- 
vice, asof  his  manor  of  Northfleet.  He  died  possessed  of  Ifield, 
in  the  38th  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Edmund  Lymsey,  who  alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Rainsford,  from 
whom  it  passed  by  sale  to  a  Garth,  who  conveyed  it,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  to  one  Child.  His  descendant,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  sold  it  to  Benedict  Garnet,  or  Garrard,  and  his 
heir,  Edward  Garrard,  esq.  possessed  it  in  1704,  hut  bis  son 
dying  a  minor,  his  four  daughters  became  entitled  to  this  pro* 
perty.  The  eldest  married  Edward  Browne,  h.d.  of  Salisbury, 
the  second  espoused  Dorington  Egerton,  esq-,  the  third  was 
united  to  Thomas  Light,  merchant,  of  London,  and  the  fourth 
to  George  Hayter,  esq.     They,  in  1760,  joined  iu  the  sale  of 
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this  manor  and  estate  to  Mr.  Jalin  Tilden,  of  this  place,  whose 
ion,  of  the  same  name,  afterwards  possessed  the  property. 

Near  the  hanks  of  the  Thames,  at  a  small  distance  northward 
from  the  high  London  road,  is  a  seat  called  the  Hive,  corruptly 
for  the  Bt/the,  which  was  for  many  years  in  the  possession  of 
tbe  family  of  the  Chiffinch's,  the  last  descendant  of  which  be* 
qoeatbed  it  to  his  niece  Mary,  daughter  of  his  sister,  Elizabeth 
Comyns,  who  married,  in  1776,  Francis  Wadman,  esq.  (gentle- 
nitn  usher  to  the  late  princess  Amelia,)  who  posseBsed  the  same 
in  her  right,  and  resided  there. 

Tbe  CtsTBHTiAN  Abbey  of  St.  Mary  Graces,  near  the 
Toner,  was,  in  tbe  reign  of  Ricfiard  II.,  possessed  of  a  manor 
here  then  called  Lbucbes,  or  Muiches,  which,  at  tbe  period 
ofilsdiBsohition,  under  Henry  VIII.,  was  surrendered  into  the 
hands  of  the  king,  being  then  called  Lynches,  or  Mtnches, 
otherwise  Abbot's  lands,  and  wa«  subsequently  granted,  succes- 
sirely  for  a  term  of  years,  to  Sir  Christopher  Morris,  Thomas 
Aiteley,  esq.,  and  John  Fowler,  esq.,  but  where  it  was  situatedi 
and  who  subsequently  owned  it,  is  now  unknown. 

The  watermill,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  Fleet,  close  to 
the  rirer  Thames,  was  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  see 
(tf  Canterbury,  and  included  in  that  great  deed  of  exchange 
made  between  Archbishop  Cranmer  and  Henry  VIU,  It  was 
afterwards  used  for  making  a  composition  of  stucco  for  build- 
ings* 

NOBTH  FLEET  IS  Within  the  ECCLESIASTICAL  JURISDICTION 

of  the  dioceie  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbi- 
shop of  Canteihury,  is,  as  such,  within  the  dtanery  of  Shoreham. 
The  church  contains  many  monuments,  in  addition  to  those 
already  mentioned,  among  which  are  the  following ;  tombs  for 
Margaret  Baron,  for  William  Hesilt,  baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  for  William  Lye :  memorials  also  for  many  of  the  name  of 
Golty,  and  others  for  James  Fortrye  and  Richard  Davy.  There 
■re  also  mementoes  for  the  families  of  the  ChifBncb's  and  the 
Cricks's  of  Greenwich,  as  well  as  for  William  Wangdeford,  and 
Sir  William  Rikhill.  The  steeple  was  rebuilt  in  1717,  and  the 
cbureb  repaired  and  beautified  in  1718. 

Id  ao  ancient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this  diocese,  taken 
tbe  16th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  Northfleet  is  estimated 
at  100  marks. 
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The  advowson  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church  remained  in  the 
possession  of  the  crown,  being  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
£2 1 ,  and  the  yearly  tenths  amounting  to  £2  2  0. 

Id  1821  there  were  351  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Northfleet; 
and  fit  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numben  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow:  males  979,  females  985,  making  a 
total  of  1964  souls. 

Adjoining  Northfleet  to  the  northeastward  lies  the  town  and 
parish  of  Gbatesend,  having  the  river  Thames  for  its  northern 
boundary.  It  is  called  in  Domesday  record  Graroesham,  and  ia 
the  Texfu5  7?0^ensij,  Gravesaende.  Lambarde,  as  well  as 
J<eland,  derive  the  name  of  this  place  from  the  Saxon  word 
gerefa,  a  ruler,  or  portreve ;  in  German,  grene  ;  hence  Graves- 
end  implies  the  hmit  or  bound  of  such  a  rule  or  office,  in  Latin 
Limes  Prtelorius,  and  Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  calls  it  Greva. 

The  parish  of  Gravesend  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  London 
road,  and  ia  situated  twenty-two  miles  from  London,  and  eight 
from  Rochester;  the  soil  towards  the  west  ia  ctialky,  southeast- 
ward much  inclined  to  gravel,  and  round  the  town  are  some 
rich  and  fertile  grounds.  Tlie  town  of  Gravesend,  with  the 
church  on  the  west  side,  lies  on  a  descent  towards  the  river 
Thames,  which  it  bounds  northward  opposite  to  Tilbury  fort  in 
Essex.  The  western  part  lies  in  the  parish  of  Gravesend,  and 
the  eastern  in  that  of  Milton ;  East  street,  and  the  east  side  of 
the  High  street  of  this  place,  being  in  the  parish  of  Milton,  and 
the  West  street,  and  the  west  side  of  the  High  street,  in  that  of 
Gravesend.  The  town  hall  and  market,  the  free  school,  and 
the  ferry  across  the  Thames  to  Tilbury,  parcel  of  the  manor  of 
Paddock,  or  Parrocks,  in  Milton,  were  purchased  in  1695,  with 
that  manor,  by  the  corporation  of  Gravesend,  in  which  they  now 
continae  vested. 

The  manor  of  Gravesend  being  in  the  possession  of  the  abbot 
of  St.  Mary  le  Grace,  of  Tower  hill,  he  obtained,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  II.,  a  grant  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gravesend  and 
Milton,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  passengen 
thence  to  London,  on  condition  that  they  should  provide  boats 
on  purpose,  and  carry  all  persons,  either  at  two  pence  per  head, 
with  ihaifarthelh,  or  baggage,  or  the  whole  boat's  fare  should 


^niized  by  Google 


0,  Google 


by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  885 

be  Tonr  sfaiilinga.  This  charter  has  been  confirmed  by  succeed- 
JDg  kings,  and  is  still  enjoyed  under  proper  regulations.  Moat 
of  the  boats  are  now  large  and  commodious,  and  the  sum  paid 
by  each  person'is  one  shilling  and  sixpence.  Five  tilt  boats,  on 
a  Gmaller  scale,  are  licensed  by  the  mayor.  The  whole  sail 
i^ularly  to  and  from  London  with  every  tide.  The  last  im- 
provement is  the  establiahment  of  elegant  steam  vessels  to  and 
from  London,  which  offer  superior  accommodations  to  the  pas- 
lengers,  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  head,  in  the  fore  cabin, 
sni)  two  shillings  in  the  aft  cabin.  A  ticket  for  the  season, 
which  will  entitle  the  purchaser  to  go  and  return  if  he  chooses, 
daily,  costs  only  four  guineas. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  10th  year, 
confirmed  to  the  parishes  of  Gravesend  and  Milton  the  ancient 
privileges  granted  to  them  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  and  fur- 
ther incorporated  these  parishes  by  the  name  of  the  porlrcve^ 
(which  is  now  changed  into  that  of  mayor,)  jurats,  and  inha' 
bttants  of  the  polishes  of  Gravesend  and  Millon,  having  justices 
possessing  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation^ 
There  are  thirteen  j  urats,  and  twenty-four  common  councilmen, 
.  ««A..i...   i.;™k  c»a«.«rJ   ..).an>v.»riain  tnuin  "lerk,  und  sergeant 
wn  is  now  vested, 
resent  filled  in  the 
It  Hon.   the  Earl 
,;  deputy   mayor, 
,  esq.}  town  clerk, 
Becket,  Samuel 
nm  TwisB,  R.  P. 
in    Eagle,    Adam 
lamberlain,    John 
Anthony    Peck, 
Henry  JDitchburn, 
oughton,  William 
lliam  Peck,  John 
.     The  remaining 

le  jurats,  end  the 
Veedoms  are  also 
iDg  into  biuiaess 
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within  the  precints  of  the  Corporation,  the  expense  of  which 

freedom  is  £20. 

The  liberty  of  holding  two  additional  markets  has  also  been 
granted  here,  and  four  days'  annual  fair. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  lord  mayor  of  London  extends  to 
Upnor  Castle ;  and  near  the  head  of  the  Thames  and  Medway 
is  an  obelisk  of  granite,  which  points  out  the  boundary  of  the 
port  of  London. 

This  town  in  general  presents  the  appearance  of  a  port,  the 
streets  nearest  the  water  being  by  no  means  elegant,  yet  there 
are  nevertheless  many  pleasing  objects  for  observation,  and  the 
new  buildings  in  the  outskirts  form  a  complete  contrast.  The 
vicinage,  particularly  round  Milton,  is  beautifully  variegated; 
great  improvements  are  also  projected  on  the  western  side,  by 
the  earl  of  Darntey,  the  ground  being  marked  out  for  a  number 
of  villas,  cottages,  &c.  to  the  number  of  600,  of  the  class  adapted 
tOBUcb  a  watering  place  asGravesend  wiUno  doubt  shortly  become. 
Parliament  is  now  occupied  in  passings  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  ibe  town  quay,  which  certainly  at  present  has  httle  to  recom- 
mend it.  Many  bouses  have  already  been  purchased  by  the  corpo- 
ration, in  order  to  be  pulled  down,  whereby  an  extensive  view  of 
the  High  street  will  be  seen  from  the  water  side.  The  new  quay 
will  be  extended  into  the  river,  and  rendered  extremely  com- 
modious for  travellers  landing  at  this  place.  It  is  proposed  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament  to  raise  ,^000,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  these  improvements,  the  repayment  of  which  will  be  secured 
by  a  toll  of  Id.  on  all  passengers  landing  from  or  embarking  in 
the  packet  boats. 

This  town  produces  very  fine  vegetables,  particularly  aspara- 
gus, and  the  gardens  present  a  rich  and  luxuriant  prospect. 
Gravesend  supplies  the  outward-bound  East  and  West  India- 
men  that  rendezvous  here,  to  make  preparations  for  their  final 
departure  from  the  river.  Shipbuilding  and  the  manufactun:  of 
ropes  and  cables  have  also  been  carried  on  at  this  place  in  an 
inferior  degree. 

A  field,  to  the  left  of  Gravesend,  was  the  site  of  the  ancient 
church  of  that  parish ;  but  the  inhabitants  residing  near  the 
Thames,  having  found  that  the  church  was  at  a  very  inconveoi- 
ent  distance,  obtained  a  licence  from  the  official  of  the  bishop 
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of  Rochester,  to  build ,  at  their  own  expense,  a  chapel  or  oratory, 
<ledieated  to  St.  George  the  Martyr. 

Tbe  ancient  church  afterwards  becoming  delapidated,  through 
DCglect,  was  taken  down,  when  the  chapel  of  St.  George  became 
tbe  parochial  church,  which  was  also  destroyed  by  a  fire,  that 
bippened  in  August,  1727.  The  present  edifice,  dedicated 
iI»to  St.  George,  was  bailt  between  the  years  1731  and  1733. 
00  the  site  of  the  former.  Parliament  granted  £5000  towards 
ils erection,  to  which  George  II.  contributed  £1000  more,  and 
his  queen  £500.  Mr.  Sloane,  the  architect,  contracted  to  com- 
plete this  structure,  with  a  gallery  on  tbe  north  side,  in  addition 
to  tbe  pews,  for  £3824.  The  first  stone  was  laid  by  Sir  Roger 
Meredith.  M.  p.  for  this  county.  The  outside  materials  are  of 
facick,  with  stone  quoins  and  cornices.  It  ia  eighty  feet  in 
Inif^h,  fifty  in  breadth,  the  height  of  the  body  twenty-six  feet, 
ind  the  tower  eighty  feet,  round  which,  on  a  fascia,  or  string  of 
PorUand  stone,  is  the  following  inscription,  in  Roman  capitals  : 

Hahc  £Dbh  incbndio  lugubri  delbtah  Georgius 
2d  Rex  MaxiPicEKTissiHOs  sematos  consulto  Instau- 

SAHDAU     DECRBVIT. 

This  church  is  extremely  plain,  and  contains  a  handsome 
o^an  and  loft,  and  in  the  front  is  the  following  inscription  : 
"  Mr.  John  laon,  late  of  this  parish,  bequeathed  £400  for  this 
organ  and  loft,  erected  in  the  year  1764."  Another  gallery  was 
also  built  in  this  church,  a.d.  1819,  No  person  is  permitted 
to  be  interred  within  this  edifice.  Some  years  back  it  was  new 
roofed,  which  cost  about  £900. 

In  addition  to  the  church  are  two  other  commodious  places 
of  worship  in  this  town  ;  one  for  the  Wesleyan  raethodists,  and 
tbe  other  for  a  congregation  of  the  Independent  persuasion. 

In  1764  a  new  town  hall  Was  erected  by  the  corporation ;  the 
rtmctore  is  supported  in  tbe  front  by  six  Tuscan  columns,  and 
tbree  arches  at  the  back.  The  hall  for  public  business  is  a  spa- 
oons  stmctnre.  and  on  the  fascia  in  front  is  the  following  in- 
scription. This  building  was  erected  a.d.  1764,  John  Delap, 
esq.  mayor,  C,  Sloane  architect."  The  upper  or  new  market 
place,  which  has  recently  been  erected  at  tbe  expense  of  £3000, 
commences  at  a  small  distance  from  the  rear  of  tbe  town-hall, 
with  a  flight  of  steps,  extending  200  feet  in  lenclh.  A  colon- 
nade runs  through  the  wliolc  extent  on  either  side,  supported 
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by  pillars  of  granite,  where  the  market  people  display  tlieir 
goods  under  cover.  This  market  is  most  abundantly  supplied, 
particularly  on  Saturdays,  not  only  from  all  the  neighbouring 
villages  in  Kent,  but  the  opposite  coast  of  Essex. 

The  Custom  House  and  Excise  Office,  though  situated  in 
Milton,  may  be  mentioned  in  speaking  of  the  pubhc  buildings. 
They  are  handsome,  and  contiguous  to  the  water  side,  near 
which  is  a  battery,  erected  in  1778,  which,  though  not  »ery 
formidable,  would  make  a  considerable  show  if  its  embrasures 
were  again  bristled  with  cannon. 

The  gas  works  present  a  front  of  great  taste  and  elegance,  the 
style  of  the  elevation  being  extremely  chaste.  These  works, 
which  supply  both  Gravesend  and  Milton  with  light,  were 
established  in  1824,  the  capital  employed  having  been  £5000, 
divided  into  260  shares  of  £20  each.  There  is  a  neat  theatre 
in  this  town,  though  it  is  not  regularly  frequented  by  any  com- 
pany of  players.  Balls  occasionally  take  place  in  the  long  room 
for  such  inhabitants  as  are  fond  of  the  amusement  of  dancing. 

The  baths  form  the  most  prominent  feature  with  the  visitants 
of  this  part  of  the  town,  as  the  Library  does  in  that  of  Milton, 
lately  opened  by  Mr.  Penny.  Between  these  two  establisb- 
ments  the  votaries  of  health  and  pleasure  are  divided,  and  an 
agreeable  lounge  along  the  London  road  conducts  from  the  one 
to  the  other.  The  library  will  be  again  spoken  of  under  the 
head  of  Milton  (  we  have  now  to  describe  the  baths,  which  are 
very  ably  conducted  by  Mr.  Ditchburn. 

These  baths  are  pleasantly  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
Gravesend,  the  proprietor  having,  at  a  considerable  expense,  so 
much  increased  the  accommodation,  that  they  may  now  be  truly 
said  to  vie  with  any  similar  establishment  in  the  kingdom. 
They  consist  of  warm,  cold,  vapour,  and  shower,  salt-water 
baths ;  the  warm  baths  are  constantly  ready,  and  the  machines 
may  be  used  at  any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  writer  was  given  to  understand,  by  tlie  proprietor  of  this 
establishment,  that  he  has  it  in  contemplation  1o  form  plunging 
baths  for  the  accommodation  of  such  persons  as  delight  in  that 
mode  of  bathing. 

Attached   to  the  baths  is  a  romantic  site  overhanging  the 
river,  which  is  formed  into  a  beautiful  pleasure-ground,  luxu- 
riantly diversified  with  trees,  shrubs,  and  herbage;  there  are 
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•lio  fleatc  Trom  which  the  company  may  enjoy  a  moat  enchant- 
ing prospect.  The  Thames,  a  mile  broad  at  this  spot,  is  con- 
■tantly  varying  its  burden  of  ships  and  TesseU;  beyond  which 
appears  a  wide  sweep  of  the  coast  of  Essex,  with  Tilbury  fort  in 
the  foreground,  and  the  woody  heights  of  Laindon  in  the  dis- 
Uoce.  As  to  the  vulgar  error  (for  such  it  is,)  that  the  water 
hefe  is  not  lalt  enough  to  answer  the  purpose  of  bathing,  the 
visitant  need  only  take  a  mouthful  of  the  fluid  to  be  at  once 
coorinaed  to  the  contrary.  To  persona  who  require  medical 
aid,  it  may  be  important  to  learn  that  Gravesend,  in  this  parti- 
cular, presents  every  convenience  that  can  be  desired. 

Under  the  head  of  public  accommodations  it  would  be  very 
disadvantageous  to  separate  Qravesend  from  Milton,  we  shall 
therefore  present  the  objects  in  both  parishes,  without  noticing 
their  division. 

The  principal  inns  are  on  the  brink  of  the  Thames,  com- 
nunding  the  fine  aquatic  views  for  which  the  place  iscele- 
brated. 

The  Falcon  Tavbsn  is  in  East  street ;  the  Pope's  Head, 
and  Rdh  Puncheon,  in  West  street ;  the  Thrke  Crowns 
constitutes  the  Ferrtf  House,  whence  the  boats  start,  which 
convey  passengers  to  Tilbury,  in  Essex;  while  in  High  street  is 
the  White  Habt  Tavern.  At  the  east  end  of  the  Terrace 
itanda  the  Fountain  Tavern;  and  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  latter,  close  to  the  water-side,  the  Commercial  Tavern. 
On  the  London  road  is  the  Prince  of  Orange,  the  Nelson, 
and  the  New  Isn  ;  the  grounds  of  the  last-mentioned  house 
of  entertainment  contain  a  very  fine  bowling-green. 

The  Boarding  Mouset  are  as  convenient  and  as  well  con- 
ducted  as  at  any  of  the  most  fashionable  watering  places  on  the 
Kentiah  coast.  - 

For  excursions,  either  by  land  or  water,  every  accommodation 
is  in  readiness;  for  the  former  there  are  horses,  vehicles,  and 
Ihoae  indispensable  animals  at  a  watering  place,  donkies,  all 
which  may  be  had  on  the  shortest  notice.  For  water  parties,  no 
place  possesses  more  ample  mesns  or  attractions.  Boats  may 
be  procured  on  the  instant,  when  the  visitor  may  be  conveyed 
to  any  spot  he  chooses,  on  either  of  the  opposite  shores;  ha 
may  alto  be  rowed,  or  aail  amidst  the  ever  changing  scene  pre- 

fOL.  IV.  P  p 


^niized  by  Google 


200  HISTORY  OF  THE 

sented  by  the  surface  of  the  rirer,  nor  can  he  fail  to  meet  vith 
ample  sources  of  aquatic  (njoyment. 

The  vicinage  of  Oravesend  to  the  metropolis,  and  the  expedi- 
tious passage  to  and  from  the  town  lo  London,  the  excellent 
accommodations  for  sea  bathing,  the  library  and  concert  room, 
so  spiritedly  supported  and  ably  conducted  by  Mr.  Penny,  com- 
bined  with  the  improvements  contemplated,  and  th«  variegated 
and  picturesque  beautiesof  the  surrounding  scenery,  cannot  fail 
to  bring  this  spot,  at  no  very  distant  period,  into  the  highest 
repute  as  a  watering  place.  As  an  inducement  to  visitors,  Mr. 
Penny  has  issued  a  neatly  embellished  publication,  containing 
an  account  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  in  which 
Guide  the  stranger,  at  one  glance,  may  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  various  objects  that  present  themselves  to  arrest  bis  atten- 
tion wilhin  the  circuit  of  a  few  miles. 

At  the  general  survey  of  Domesday,  Gravesend  formed  part 
of  the  possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  under  the  general 
title  of  whose  lands  it  was  accordingly  entered  in  that  record. 

On  the  disgrace  of  this  prelate  in  1083,  it  most  probably  re* 
verted  lo  the  crown,  soon  after  which  it  became  pircel  of  the 
demesnes  of  the  family  of  the  Cramaville's,  sometimes  called 
for  brevity  Cremille.  They  held  this  place  as  one  knight's 
fee,  parcel  of  the  fourteen  and  a  quarter  which  made  up  the 
barony  of  Peverel,  being  part  of  the  lands  assigned  to  John  de 
Fienes,  and  his  assistants,  for  the  defence  of  Dover  castle,  to 
which  the  tenant  of  Gravesend  was  bound  to  perform  his  ward 
three  times  in  each  year.  Henry  de  Cramaville  possessed  the 
manor  of  Gravesend  at  bis  death  in  the  54th  of  Henry  III., 
holding  it  of  the  king  in  capites  and  was  succeeded  therein  by 
his  son  Henry  de  Cramaville,  who  died  possessed  of  the  estate 
in  the  26th  of  Bdward  I.,  as  did  Joan  his  wife  in  the  8th  of 
Edward  II. 

After  this  the  estate  by  some  means  fell  to  the  crown,  as  it 
appears  that  Edward  III.,  in  bis<]th  year,  granted  it  in  tpectal 
tail  to  Robert  de  Ufford,  in  consideration  of  bis  services,  and 
that  he  might  better  support  himself  in  the  king's  wars  in 
Qascony.  He  was  grandson  of  Robert  de  Ufford,  younger  son 
of  John  de  Peyton,  of  Suffolk,  hiiving  asaumed  his  surname 
from  the  lordship  of  Ufford  in  that  county.     In  the  Ilth  uf 
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the  nme  reign  he  was  in  Parliament,  aolemnly  advanced  to  the 
title  and  dignity  of  earl  of  Suffolk,  and  continually  employed 
by  that  monarch  both  in  his  wars  and  important  negotiations. 
In  the  18th  of  Edward  III.  be  was  constituted  admiral  of  the 
king's  fleet,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  northward,  and,  in 
the  30th  of  the  same  prince,  was  present  at  the  famous  battle  of 
Poictiers,  where  he  acquired  by  his  valour  a  great  name.  He 
was,  in  consequence,  made  knight  of  the  Garter,  next  in  suc- 
cession to  those  who  were  called  the  founders  of  that  order. 
He  died  in  the  43d  of  the  above  reign,  and  was  buried  in  the 
abbey  of  Campease  in  Suffolk,  having  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Walter  Norwich,  of  Suffolk,  leaving  William  his  only 
BorriTing  eon.  His  son  afterwards  conveyed  the  property  by 
sale  to  Edward  III.,  who  by  charter  granted  this  manor,  among 
others,  to  feoffees,  for  the  endowment  of  hie  newly  founded 
Cistertian  abbey,  called  St.  Mary  Oraces,  near  the  Tower  of 
London. 

The  manor  of  Gravesend  remained  part  of  the  posseasions  of 
the  above  monastery  till  its  final  dissolution  under  Henry  VIII., 
who,  in  his  31st  year,  granted,  among  other  premises,  his  manor 
of  Gravesend,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
it  had  been  lately  let  to  John  Laurente,  and  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  Pykeazelond,  and  others  called  the  Ship  in  Gravesend 
■nd  Mylton,  all  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  that  abbey,  to  Sir 
Christopher  Morrice,  or  Morys,  to  hold  for  the  term  of  his  life, 
withoot  any  rent  or  account  whatsoever.  He  died  in  the  38th 
of  that  reign,  soon  after  which  the  king  granted  them  to  his 
widow,  Elizabeth  Morys,  for  her  life.  Upon  her  death,  Ed- 
ward VI.,  in  bis  5th  year,  devised  them  in  ferme  to  his  servant, 
Thomas  Asteley,  esq.,  for  a  term  of  years,  and  again,  in  his  7th 
year,  to  his  servant  John  Fowler,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the  privy 
chamber,  and  Anne  his  wife,  to  hold  during  their  lives  without 
any  rent  or  account  whatsoever.  They  continued  in  possession  of 
the  same  individual  in  the  11th  of  Elizabeth,  aeon  after  which, 
Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Leicester,  younger  son  of  John  duke  of 
Northumberland,  possessed  the  feeof  this  inanor,  who,inthe23d 
(^thatreign,  having  obtained  the  queen's  licence  for  the  purpose, 
conveyed  the  property  by  sale  to  Thomas  Gawdie  and  James 
Morice.  In  the  25th  year  of  the  same  queen  the  sole  right  to 
this  manor  had  become  vested  in  Sir  Thomas  Gawdie,  who  had 
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then  licence  to  alienate  the  property  to  William  Brooke  lord 
Cobhain,  whose  eldest  aon  and  heir,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  being 
found  guilty  of  treason  under  James  I.,  upon  his  attainder  the 
estate  passed  to  the  crown,  when  it  was  granted  by  that  king 
to  his  kinsman,  Esme  Stuart  duke  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  after- 
wards created  duke  of  Richmond.  He  died  that  year  without 
issue,  and  was  succeeded  as  duke  of  Lenox,  and  in  this  manoi, 
by  his  brother,  Esme.  Stuart,  lord  d'Aubigne,  and  eail  of  / 
March,  who,  surviving  his  brother  only  twelve  months,  was 
succeeded  in  tides  and  estates  by  his  eldest  son  James  duke  of 
Lenox,  who  was  in  1641  created  duke  of  Richmond.  Upon  his 
death  in  .1665,  Esme  his  only  son  succeeded  to  his  honours  and 
this  manor,  but  died,  as  before  mentioned,  an  infant  at  Paris  in 
1660.  Subsequently  this  manor  of  Gravesend  passed  in  the 
aame  line  of  succession  as  Cobham  halt  down  to  the  Right 
Hon.  John  earl  of  Damley,  the  present  possessor. 

Gbavesend  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
of  the  diocete  and  deanery  of  Rochester. 

In  1821  there  were  646  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Gravesend  ; 
and,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow :  males  1796,  females  2018,  making  a  total  of 
3814  souls. 

The  parish  of  Miltom  is  divided  by  the  High  street 
from  that  of  Gravesend.  It  is  called  in  Domesday,  and  other 
ancient  records,  MeUtune^  and  Melustun,  and  derives  its  name 
from  its  central  distance  between  the  parishes  of  Gravesend  and 
Chalk.  It  is  usually  written  Milton  Juxta,  or  near  Gravesend, 
to  distinguish  it  from  two  other  parishes  of  the  same  name  in 
this  county  ;  Milton  near  Sittingboume,  and  Milton  near 
Canterbury. 

This  parish  is  small,  its  greatest  length  being  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  north  to  south,  and  in  breadth  about  three  qnuters  of 
a  mile.  It  contains  about  594  acres  of  land,  according  to 
recent  accounts;  but  Mr.  Hasted  states  it  to  comprise  1 100 
scree.  It  is  very  fertile,  and  the  soil  loamy,  which  changes 
gradually  to  sand  as  it  approaches  the  south.  The  eastern  part 
of  the  town  of  Gravesend  is  within  this  parish,  the  liberty  of 
which  corporation  extends  over  the  whole,  and  is  incorporated 
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QDder  the  title  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
ptriabetofGraTeaend  and  Milton,  as  has  been  before  mentioned 
under  that  parish.  One  of  the  bnlnarks  or  platforms,  built  for 
Ibe  defence  of  the  river  by  Henry  Vlll.,  and  for  which,  William 
fiurston,  in  that  reign,  conveyed  to  the  king  two  pieces  of  land, 
etiled  Chapel  Field  and  Le  Oreen,  was  anciently  bound  to  con- 
liilnite  to  the  repairs  of  the  ninth  pier  of  Rochester  bridge. 

fiailding  has  of  late  years  made  great  progress  in  Milton, 
most  of  the  newly  erected  houses  being  extremely  elegant. 
The  rural  aspect  of  this  parish,  and  the  beautiful  views  it  com- 
mands, are  great  inducements  to  speculations  of  this  description. 
One  of  the  most  delightful  sites  in  the  county,  and  we  may  say 
in  the  kingdom,  is  Milton  place,  whence  the  eye  at  once  com* 
mands  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  country,  combined  with  a 
grand  and  sublime  assemblage  of  atjnatic  objects,  that  can  be 
well  imagined.  The  noble  stretch  of  the  river,  called  the 
Hors,  lies  before  the  observer  in  its  full  extent ;  vessels  of  ell 
tiies  and  nations  continually  crowding  ita  surface,  that  present 
a  scene  incessantly  variegated ;  and  when  a  fleet  of  some  hun- 
dred sail,  aa  occasionally  happens,  passes  in  view,  the  tout  en 
temble  affords  a  prospect  far  exceeding  the  powers  of  descrip^ 
tion.  On  this  delightful  spot  stand  the  baths,  of  which  we 
bave  previously  spoken, 

Pknmt's  libkart,  an  institatioo  formed  about  three  years 
Hoce,  combines  all  Uie  customary  attractions  found  at  the 
libraries  of  watering  places;  and  it  if  but  justioe  to  add,  that 
this  establishment  is  conducted  on  the  most  complete  and 
liberal  plan.  The  circulating  library  and  reading  rooms  are  sup- 
plied with  all  the  popular  novels  and  standard  works,  together 
with  newspapers,  periodicals.  Sec. 

In  addition  to  the  various  evenings'  amusements  during  the 
•eisou,  the  temporary  resident  at  Milton  or  Gravesend  will  find, 
at  Mr.  Penny's,  ample  provision  against  ennui,  and  obtain  all 
the  sources  of  mental  occupation  for  those  hours  which  are  not 
devoted  to  excuraions  in  the  beantiful  environs.  The  dwelling 
it  lai^e  and  most  commodioualy  situated,  handsomely  furnished, 
and  Uie  principal  part  either  let  to  a  family  for  the  season,  or  a 
liMtger  period ;  visitors  are  also  provided  with  board  and  lodging, 
at  a  moderate  expense. 

Another  very  attractive  feature  in  Milton  is  tha  commanding 
•2 
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eminence,  called  Windmill  Hill,  deriving  tliat  name  from,  the 
wiadmill  standing  on  its  aummit.  The  surface  of  this  emi- 
nence is  wild  and  romantic,  and  the  prospect  if  commands  can- 
not well  bo  surpassed.  Pocock,  in  bis  History  of  Gravesend 
and  Milton,  thug  describes  it:  "  The  hill,  consisting  of  sand 
and  gTBTel,  commands  one  of  the  finest  views  in  the  kingdom, 
as  from  it  may  be  seen  Swanscomb,  the  place  where  the  Kentish 
men  opposed  William  the  Conqueror,  and  obtained  their  pri- 
vileges ;  over  which  appears  Shooter's  hil),  sixteen  miles  distant ; 
Hampstead  and  Highgate  hills,  twenty-six  miles;  the  town  of 
Grays,  in  Essex,  near  which  stands  the  elesfsnt  mansion  of 
Zachariah  Button,  esq.,  built  in  1791  ;  and  to  the  north,  on 
the  summit,  is  the  seat  of  Lord  Petre;  Laindon  hill  next  rises 
majestically  to  our  distant  view,  below  which  we  see  the  *il- 
tflges  of  Chad  well  and  Tilbury  ;  extending  our  eyes  more  to  the 
eastward,  we  discover  the  town  of  Leigh,  famous  for  its  oyster 
fishery,  and  Southend.  The  shipping  lying  at  the  Nore, 
twenty  mites  distant,  may  be  distinctly  seen,  and  with  heartfelt 
pleasure  we  see  our  commerce  continually  passing  and  repassing 
the  noble  winding  stream  in  (he  vale  below  us,  until  we  lose 
sight  of  them  at  Woolwich ;  from  this  hill  we  observe  the  tele- 
graph on  Gad's  hill,  noted  by  Shakspeare  for  the  exploits  of 
Falstaff  and  Henry.  In  the  south-east,  a  long  range  of  stately 
trees  points  out  Cobfaam  park,  the  residence  of  the  ancient 
lords  of  Cohham,  but  now  of  the  earl  of  Darnley,  near  which 
is  the  church  of  Cobbam ;  to  the  south,  we  see  the  new  erected 
mansion  of  liield  court,  and  in  the  south-west  we  have  a  dis- 
tant view  of  Knockholt  Beeches,  at  the  vei^e  of  ihe  county  of 
Kent.  This  delightful  hill  takes  in  not  less  than  a  circuitous 
view  of  160  miles." 

Milton  church  is  approached  by  a  short  and  agreeable  walk 
from  the  east  end  of  the  town,  a  church  having  occupied  the 
site  at  the  time  when  the  survey  of  Domesday  was  taken.  The 
present  edifice  includes  the  basement  of  a  former  structure,  at 
may  be  seen  from  the  variety  of  the  architecture,  having  been 
built  most  probably  on  the  ruins  of  a  preceding  one,  early  in 
the  15th  century.  The  tower,  containing  five  bells,  presents 
every  appearance  of  having  been  erected  about  that  period. 
The  east  window  has  been  repaired  and  curtailed,  and  a  doorway 
at  the  south-west  angle  walled  up.     The  form  of  the  roof  has 
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tbo  tmdergone  considerable  alterations,  having  originally  be«n 
Mately  pointed,  as  is  perceptible,  on  theeaat  lideof  the  steeple. 
CoDsidenble  reparations  or  this  structure  have  been  lately  exe- 
cuted in  a  neat  and  chaste  style.     The  galleries  and  altarpiece, 

11  we  find  by  an  inscription  in  the  interior,  were  erected  in  1819. 
This  church  is  dedicated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul. 

Acarious  sundial  is  affixed  to  thesouth  porch  of  Milton  church, 
I  concise  description  of  which  may  not  prore  unacceptable ;  on 
the  top  is  this  motto : 

"TuTj  Dot ;  yonr  timeS  but  bIidiI." 

Uoder  the  motto  are  curve  lines,  forming  conical  sections,  that 
Ton  across  the  dial,  called'  parallels,  of  the  length  of  the  day, 
being  eleven  in  number ;  the  uppermost  is  the  Tropic  of  CaprL- 
com,  and  marked  at  both  ends  with  its  proper  character.  The 
others  immediutely  under  are  numbered  8,  9,  10, 1 1,  that  marked 

12  being  the  Equinoctial  line,  having  at  one  end  the  sign  of 
Aries,  and  at  the  other.  Libra.  The  remaining  lines  below  are 
Burked  13,  14,  15.  16,  the  lowermost  line  being  the  Tropic  of 
of  Caocer,  also  distinguished  at  both  ends  with  its  proper  cha> 
neters.  By  the  shadow  of  a  small  ball,  fixed  on  the  stile  called 
Nodus,  the  several  lengths  of  the  day  are  pointed  out. 

A  gravestone  in  the  north>west  part  of  the  churchyard  pre- 
KQts  the  following  simple  memorial  of  the  constructor  of  this 
ingenioaa  dial : 

Stcred  lo  tbe  Memorj  of 

Mr.  Junes  Gilei, 

irbo  depaited  iliii  lile 

Dec.  9th,  1780, 

Aged  61. 

Milton,  at  the  period  when  the  survey  of  Domesday  was 
t^en,  formed  part  of  the  immense  possessionB  of  Udo  bishop 
of  Bayenz;  under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered 
in  that  record. 

On  bis  disgrace,  the  manor  of  Milton  devolved  to  the 
fimily  of  Muntchensie,  called  in  Latin  De  Monte  Canino. 
William,  son  of  William  de  Moatchensie,  owned  this  manor  in 
tbe  15th  of  King  John,  in  which  year  he  died  without  issue; 
when  Warine  de  Monchensie,  his  kinsman,  for  a  fine  of  2000 
marks,  had  livery  of  his  whole  inheritance.     In  the  37th  of 
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Henry  III.  he  obtained  a  charter  of  ^rn  varren  for  his  manor  of 
Milton,  and  died  the  following  year,  being  then  considered  on« 
of  the  most  noble,  prudent,  and  wealthy  men  in  the  kingdom. 

This  estate  afterwards  passed  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
Hartley,  by  an  heiress  of  this  family,  to  Hugh  de  Vere  and  the 
families  of  Valence  and  Hastings,  successively  earla  of  Pem- 
broke. Thence  again  to  Reginald  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthin,  for 
whose  ransom,  as  before  mentioned,  this  manor  was  sold,  the 
purchaser  being  Sir  Reginald  Cobham,  who  died  possessed  of 
it  in  the  7tb  of  Henry  IV.,  leaving  it  to  Isabel,  bis  wife,  who 
carried  her  interest  herein,  by  a  second  marriage,  to  William 
Clifford,  esq.,  who  held  it  in  her  right  in  the  5th  of  Henry  V. 
On  her  death  it  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  her  first  husband,  as 
it  appears  that  John  de  Cobham  became  entitled  to  the  estate 
on  her  demise ;  in  which  name  it  continued  but  a  short  time, 
as  Robert  de  Poynings  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  the 
25th  of  Henry  VI. 

In  the  6th  of  Edward  IV.,  John  Monesbye  died  holdins  it, 
soon  after  which  it  bocame  the  property  of  Robert  Brent,  whose . 
son  John  held  this  manor  by  knight's  service  at  his  death  in 
the  8th  of  Henry  VII.  His  son  William  soon  after  alienated  it 
to  Sir  Henry  Wyatt,  from  whom  it  descended  to  his  son  Sir 
Thomas,  who,  in  the  32d  of  Henry  VIII.,  granted  this  manor 
and  the  advowson,  to  that  monarch  for  ever,  in  exchange  for 
othei;  premises. 

Edward  VI.,  in  his  5th  year,  in  consideration  of  a  fine  of  ^^20, 
granted  to  Catherine  Martin,  widow,  the  messuage  called 
Milton  place,  late  Figges,  in  this  parish,  and  other  parcels  of 
land  there,  with  the  herbage  add  pasture  called  the  ajlerleage  of 
the  town  marsh  in  Milton,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Edward  to  the 
feast  of  the  Purification  of  the  Blessed  Vii^n,  all  which  were 
parcel  of  tlie  possessions  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  to  hold  for 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £2Q.  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  her  15th  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Milton  in  fee  to  George 
Tucker,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £47  7  2.  who  was  eldest  of  the 
three  sons  of  William  Tucker,  esq-  of  Thornley,  in  Devonshire, 
and  bore  for  his  arms,  Aztare,  a' chevron,  or,  between  three  tea 
horset,  argent.  His  grandson,  George  Tucker,  esq,  alienated 
it  to  Mr.  Hamond,  of  Queenhithe,  in  London,  in  whose  de- 
scendants it  continued  till  Leonard  Hamond,  esq.  of  Horton 
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KuUy,  )>aued  away  bU  interest  Utcfein  to  Mr.  Peter  MouUoo, 
of  London,  who  rebuilt  the  court  lodge,  aiicl  gr^ly  improved 
Uu  grouoda.  He  gave  this  siaDor  l^  will  to  hU  only  daughter 
■lid  heir,  then  married  to  Mr.  George  Vaughao»  of  London^ 
fnn  wbooa  it  passed  by  side  to  Michael  Bedell,  e^.,  who  died 
ia  17d£. 

Paddock,  ofParbocks,  is  a  manor  in  this  paiuh,  whieh 
bad  once  owneni  of  the  same  name,  as  is  evident  by  an  ancient 
raconj,  which  tcslifies  that  Robert  de  Parroek  obtained  a  weekly 
miTkct,  and  aa  awuial  fair  for  three  days,  in  the  &2d  of 
BtBTf  III.  This  family  b<»e  for  its  arms,  Ermine,  a  chitf 
giurteriy,  or,  and  gules  /  in  the  first  quarter,  a  chets  root,  sable, 
in  Ihe  next  reign  of  Edward  I.  this  maaor  waa  in  the  poaBeasioo 
sf  WiJbam  de  Clovil,  who  then  held  half  a  hoigbt's  fee  in 
Parohc  «f  Warinede  MoBtchensie.  after  which  it  fell  i^to  the 
pouesfiion'  of  the  family  of  De  Gravesend,  one  of  whom, 
Stephen,  bishop  of  London,  died  poeseesed  of  it  in  Uie  ]2th  of 
Edward  III.  His  kinsman.  Sir  Thomas  de  Qravesend,  held  it 
is  tlis  SOtfa  ot  that  raign,  and  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  49th 
ytar  of  the  same  prince,  soon  after  which  it  was  purchased  by 
that  king,  who  by  charter,  in  his  50th  year,  granted  this  manor, 
unong  others,  to  feoffees,  for  the  endowing  his  newly  founded 
Cistcrtian  abbey,  called  St.  Mary  Graces,  near  the  Tower  of 
London.  It  was  then  conveyed  for  the  like  term  of  years  aa 
the  manor  of  Qraveaend,  till  Richard  II.,  in  his22d  year,  granted 
it  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  for 
ever,  when  it  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  above 
nonastery,  till  its  dissolution  tinder  Henry  VIII.  By  that 
prince,  Parrocka.  with  all  appurteoances,  was  granted  to  Sir 
Cbiiatnphcr  Morys,  for  life,  wd  aAerwards  to  his  widow  dame 
Elizabeth.  Thomas  Astel^  had  subsequently  a  term  therein, 
mnlad  by  Edward  VI.,  who  again,  in  his  7tb  year,  passed 
Ihsa  to  his  servant,  John  Fowler,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the 
pnvy  chamber,  a>d  Anne,  his  wife,  for  their  lives. 

Tbe  fee  of  this  manor  afterwards  remained  in  tbe  crown  till 
the  I3tb  of  King  James,  when  it  was  given  to  Mr.  William 
Salter,  who  passed  it  by  sale  to  Mr.  James  Crispe,  from  whom 
it  irasit  to  Mr.  John  Child.  His  descendant  Henry,  in  the  24th 
of  CbarLes  II.,  conveyed  the  houae,  and  tbe  latest  part  of  the 
demesne  lands  in  this  pariah,  since  called  by  tbe  name  of  Lower 
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Parrocks,  to  Mr.  John  Coosens,  and  his  descendant,  Richard 
Coosens,  esq.  of  Westminster,  who  died  id  1779,  leaving  one 
sole  daughter  and  heir,  who  pos^ssed  this  estate.  But  the 
manor  itself  continued  in  the  name  of  Child,  till  William  Child, 
gent.,  in  1691 ,  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Richard  Etkins,  gent., 
whose  son  George,  one  of  the  jurats  of  the  corporation  of 
Qraveaendand  Milton,  in  1695,  conveyed  it  to  trustees  for  the 
use  of  that  corporation,  in  which  trust  it  remained. 

The  town  hall  and  market  yard,  the  free  school,  the  wharf 
or  town  quay,  in  the  town  of  Gravesend,  and  the  ferry  across  the 
Thames  thence  to  Tilbury,  in  Essex,  are  parcels  of  this  manor, 
and  as  such  comprised  in  the  abore-mentioned  trust,  for  the  use 
of  the  corporation.  There  are  felso  about  thirty-three  houses, 
mostly  in  East  street,  and  the  east  side  of  the  High  street  of 
the  town  of  Gravesend,  held  of  this  manor.  The  court-baroa 
is  kept  in  the  town  hall  above  mentioned. 

MiLTOM  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jdbisoiction  of 
the  diocete  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  previously 
mentioned,  was  in  1792  repaired  and  beautified,  at  the  expeose 
of  £650.  Among  other  monuments  and  inscriptions  is  a  mural 
-memento  for  Thomas  ChifHnch,  esq.,  one  of  the  searchers  at 
Gravesend  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11.,  obiit  1681. 

Round  the  walls  are  painted  the  crests  of  the  several  kinf^sof 
England,  fVom  Edward  III.  to  James  I.  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  the  rectory  of  Milton  was  valued  aC  £100  per  annum,  and 
the  church  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at  £16  5  10,  the 
yearly  tenths  being£l   12  7. 

Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  founded  a  chantbt 
in  this  parish,  some  time  previous  to  the  15lh  of  Edward  il., 
and  endowed  it  with  all  the  lands  and  tenements  in  the  hun- 
dreds of  Berdestaple  and  Rocheforde,  in  Essex, 

In  182 1  there  were  462  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Milton ;  and 
at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population  was 
taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants  were 
as  follow  :  males  1310,  females  1459,  making  a  total  of 
2769  souls. 

Southward  from  Milton  lies  Uie  small  parish  of  iFisLn, 
called  in  ancient  records  Yele»/elde,  and  in  the  Texlus  Roffentit 
Juelda, 
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The  parish  of  IlieM  contaioa  nearly  300  acres  of  land,  and  is 
•iln&ted  about  a  mile  and  a  half  southward  from  the  high 
London  road,  and  two  and  a  half  from  Gravesend.  The  surface 
ii  rather  flat,  the  aoil  in  part  poor  and  chalkyr  with  a  portion 
fertile,  being  a  sandy  hazel  mould,  or  clay,  upon  the  chalk. 
The  air  of  this  district  is  extremely  healthy,  the  church  stand- 
ing alone  near  the  soiithern  boundary  of  the  parish.  It  is  a 
place  little  known,  and  would  be  less  bo  was  it  not  for  the  hamlet 
of  Sbinglewell  street,  anciently  written  Shanecemcewell,  situated 
at  the  western  boundary,  adjoining  Northfleet  parish.  Through 
this  street  the  by-road  leads  to  Rochester,  Hever  court  being 
OD  the  north  side;  and  not  far  distant  is  a  good  mansion,  for 
■ome  years  possessed  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Parker,  which 
bore  for  its  arms.  Ermine,  a  itag's  head  cabosbed,  guUt.  It  so 
csotinued,  till  at  length  one  o^  the  line  marrying  the  widow  of 
Broadnex  Brandon,  esq.,  he  at  bis  death  bequeathed  this  seat 
and  estate  to  her.  She  afterwards  married  Mr,  Cox,  but  leavinsf 
no  iaeue  by  her  two  last  husbands,  gave  the  property  by  will 
to  her  son  Philip  by  her  first  husband,  son  of  William  Broadnax 
BrandoDt  esq.,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Broadnax, 
of  Godmersham.  He  left  by  his  wife  above  mentioned  one  son 
Philip,  and  a  daogbter  Grace,  married  first  to  the  Rev.  Pierce 
Oizcn,  of  Rochester,  and  secondly  to  Mr.  Richard  dull.  Mr. 
Philip  Brandon  some  years  afterwards  conveyed  the  estate  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hubble,  who  resided  at  Hever  court. 

The  BDcient  Roman  road  appears  very  visible,  directing  its 
coarse  through  this  street  from  Springhead,  in  Southfleet,  in  a 
direct  line  towards  Cobham  park  and  Rochesrer. 

The  manor,  now  called  Hever  Court,  as  appears  by 
the  inqnisitions,  taken  in  the  12th  and  13th  of  King  John, 
«f  the  knighta,  and  other  services  held  of  the  king  in  ca- 
pile,  and  retnmed  by  the  several  sheriSs  to  the  king's  trea- 
surer, was  then  held  by  Hugo  de  Tokington  as  one  knight's 
ha,  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It  then  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  family  of  the  Hever's,  and  was  their  first  resi- 
dence in  this  county,  though  Hever  castle,  near  Tunbridge, 
became  afterwards  their  capital  mansion. 

Of  this  family  was  William  de  Hever,  a  person  of  note,  who 
attended  King  Richard  I.  to  the  siege  of  Ascalon,  in  Palestine. 
In  the  7th  of  King  John,  Walter  de  Hever  was  one  of  the 


^niized  by  Google 


806  .  HISTORY  OP  THE 

Recognitores  Magna  Assisa,  or  justices  of  the  Great  Auize. 
Richard  de  Hever  stands  named  in  the  register  of  tboee  nho 
accompanied  Edwanl  I.,  in  the  19th  year  of  bis  reign,  to  New- 
castle, where  be  summoned  the  claimanta  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland  to  appear,  and  give  an  account  of  tbeir  preteDsions. 

Thomas  de  Hever,  in  the  4th  of  Edward  III.,  obtained  two 
tmn  and  a  market  to  he  held  at  Shinglewell,  in  this  pariib. 
From  the  family  of  Hever,  this  manor  and  seat  obtained  the  name 
of  Hever  court,  by  which  designation  it  has  ever  wooe  been 
called. 

In  the  reign  of  Ednard  III.  this  manor  passed  by  two  femalti 
heirs,  Joan  and  Margaret,  in  marriage  to  Reginald  Cobhnm,  (a 
younger  son  of  the  Cobham's,  of  Cobham,  in  this  connty,)  and 
Sir  Oliver  Brocas,  one  of  whose  descendants  alienated  his  shore 
therein  to  Reginald  lord  Cobham,  of  SterboroUgb,  above  men* 
tioned,  who  then  possessed  the  entire  fee  of  the  same.  His  soa 
Reginald  lord  Cobham  alienated  the  estate  abont  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  to  one  Rikhill,  from  which  name  it 
passed  in  marriage  with  Rose,  sole  heir  of  John  Rikbill,  to  Johtt 
Lymsey,  whose  descendant,  Edward  Lymsey,  had  possession 
granted  of  the  estate  in  the  2d  of  Edward  VI.  He  alienated  it 
to  Sir  John  Rainsford,  from  whom  it  passed  by  sale  in  the  7th 
year  of  that  reign  to  one  Garth,  who,  in  the  40th  of  Elizabeth, 
sold  this  manor  to  John  Barrow  and  Nicholas  Child,  gent. ,  the 
former  of  whom,  about  two  years  afterwards,  gave  up  his  inte- 
rest  therein  to  the  la(t«r,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1638.  His 
descendant,  in  1644,  conveyed  it  to  Dame  Frances,  widow  of 
SirThomas  Burton, hart,  of  Leicestershire,  who  sold  it  in  1656 
to  Thomas  Cripps,  esq.,  and  he,  two  months  afterwards,  con* 
veyed  it  to  Mrs.  Leah  de  la  Fortrye,  widow  of  Peter  de  la 
Fortrye,  of  London.  She  by  will  devised  it  to  her  daughter, 
Susan,  married  to  Mr.  Peter  Bosteel,  merchant,  of  London,  on 
whose  death,  in  1692,  Leah,  her  daughter,  became  possessed  of 
one  moiety  of  this  manor,  which  she  carried  in  marriage  to  Dr. 
Samuel  Mills,  of  Crutched  Friars,  London.  He  left  two 
daughters,  one  of  whom  carried  this  moiety  in  marriage  to  John 
Toke,  esq.  of  Goddington,  in  this  county,  whose  son  and  heir, 
Nicholas  Toke,  esq.  having  purchased  the  other  moiety  of  this 
manor  from  Mr.  Sish,  a  descendant  of  another  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Susan  Busteel,  became  possessed  of  the  entire  fee  of  Hever 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  301 

CoDtT.  He  died  in  1767,  luid  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
ton,  John  Toke,  esq.  late  of  OoddiDgton. 

Ifield  is  within  the  ecclbsiastical  jurisdictiok  of 
the  Jioate  of  Rochester,  and 'being  a.peeuliar  of  the  archbishop, 
ii  u  such  in  the  deanery  of  Shoreham.  The  chnich,  which  is 
the  Kullest  in  the  diocese,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  and 
eoBiists  of  one  aisle  and  a  ohancel.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1696,  and 
sgsin  repaired  and  beautified  in  1638. 

In  this  church  are  the  following  inscriptions ;  in  the  aisle  a 
BeBonal  for  Jane,  wife  of  Edward  Armstrong,  gent,  of  this 
psriih ;  a  bnss  plate  for  Richard  Parker,  who  was  a  special  as- 
HstMt  in  re-edifying  thia  ohnrch  in  1696;  and  another  for  Mra> 
Elisabeth,  widow  of  Major  Robert  Parker,  obiit  1703.  In  the 
chancel  appears  a  memorial  for  Oeorge  Lander,  rector  of  Ifield, 
obiit  1720 ;  and  within  the  railings  another  for  Mr.  Nicholas 
Child,  gent.,  lord  of  this  manor,  at  whose  coat  and  chaise 
chiefly  this  church  was  repaired  and  beautified  ;  he  died  in  1638. 
In  ibe  east  window  are  the  arms  of  the  Oarrard's,  with  quarter- 
ings ;  a  creicent,  gula,  being  those  of  Sir  John  Garrard,  lord 
mayor  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

This  ia  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  books  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  £.2^  10s.,  -  the  annual  tenths  being 
8s.  8)d.  It  is  a  rectory,  having  been  in  the  patron^e  of 
Thomas  Chiffinch,  esq.  of  Northfleet;  the  rectory  was  after- 
wards aagmented  jointly  with  that  of  Northfleet. 

In  1821  there  were  twelve  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Ifield  ; 
ud,  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parhament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
latante  were  as  follow :  males  29,  females  26,  making  a  total  of 
&5  souls. 

Adjoining  to  the  eaetem  boundary  of  Northfleet,  southward, 
hea  the  parish  of  Ndtstbd,  written  in  Domesday  Notettede, 
adittthe  TextKS  Roffemis,  KvuTBTEUii  it  is  now  generally 
odlMl  NvrsUd.  This  parish  contains  nearly  1000  acres,  and  is 
about  two  niles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  It  lies  chiefly 
an  high  ground,  and  contains  a  variety  of  soils,  comprising 
arable,  orchard,  and  hop  grounds,  and  some  woodland  ;  towards 
the  north  boundary,  and  mxi  lo  Nortlifleet  parisb,  it  joins 
Ueopham  to  the  southward.    The  principal  places  iu  this  parish 
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are  Narsted  coutt,  Niuvted  Hill  (arm  at  the  west  end,  Copthalt 
at  the  east  end,  and  some  cottages ;  it  is  not  much  frequented, 
and  consequently  but  little  known. 

At  the  general  survey  of  Domesday,  Nursted  was  part  of  the 
possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux  ;  under  the  general  title 
of  whose  lands  it  was  entered  in  that  record ;  and  on  his  dis- 
grace, in  1083,  this  place  was  most  probably  esclieated  to  ths 
crown.  In  the  13th  of  King  John,  Nnrsted  was  held  as  one 
knight's  fee  of  the  barony  of  Arsie,  being  part  of  those  lands 
assigned  for  the  defence  of  Dover  castle,  which  were  again  held 
of  the  king  by  barony,  as  of  his  castle  of  Dover,  to  which  the 
tenant  of  Nursted  was  bound  to  perform  ward.  Ifursted  subse- 
quently went  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of  De  Gravesend, 
one  of  whom.  Sir  Stephen,  owned  it  in  the  7th  of  Edward  I., 
and  in  the  26th  year  of  that  reign,  accompanied  the  king  to  tlis 
siege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland,  and  was  present  at  the  taking 
of  that  strong  fortress.  Previous  to  the  period  in  question, 
Richard  de  Gravesend,  who  was  made  bishop  of  London  in 
1280,  appears  to  have  possessed  this  manor,  as  be  obtained  a 
charter  of  Jree  aarren  in  the  27tfa  year  of  that  reign ;  be  died 
at  Fulham  in  1303,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  cathedral.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  and  heir,  Stephen  de  Gravesend, 
who  was  also,  in  1318,  made  bishop  of  London.  He  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  the  12th  of  Edward  III.,  when  his  kinsman,  Sir 
Thomas  de  Gravesend,  became  his  heir  in  this  manor,  and  paid 
aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward  HI.  as  one  knight's  fee,  which 
the  bishop  of  London  before  held  in  Nursted. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Gravesend  died  in  the  49th  year  of  tne  above 
reign,  bat,  it  seems,  he  was  not  then  possessed  of  the  whole  of 
this  estate,  for  Sir  John  Beaumont,  or  De  Bella  Monte,  as  this 
family  was  called  in  Latin,  bad  some  share  therein.  After  both 
those  names  became  extinct,  this  manor  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Frowick's;  in  which  name  it  continued  till  Thomas 
Frowtck,  by  a  fine  levied  in  the  38th  of  Henry  VL,  conveyed  it 
to  Hugh  Brent;  in  whose  descendants  it  remained  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  VII.  It  was  then  alienated  to  John  Marten,  whose 
descendant,  William,  dying  without  issue  male,  his  two  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs,  Alice  and  Margaret,  the  former  of  whom  mar- 
ried John  Middleton,  and  the  latter  John  Rogers,  entitled  tbeir 
respective  husbands  to  this  manor.  John  Middleton  alienated 
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his  moiety  to  William  Sedley,  esq.  of  Soutbfleet,  whose  grand- 
■OD,  William  Sedley,  of  the  Friars,  in  Aylesford,  was  afterwards 
created  a  baronet  in  1611.  He  parchased  the  other  moiety  of 
this  manor,  in  the  20th  of  James  1.,  of  George  Rogers,  u.d.,  a 
descendant  of  John,  before  mentioned,  and  became  possessed  of 
the  whole  fee.  His  son.  Sir  John  Sedley,  bart.,  in  1631,  cod- 
Teyed  this  manor  to  the  trustees  of  John  Adye,  esq.  of  Dodding- 
ton,  who  died  in  1660;  and  his  grandson,  James,  son  of  Edward 
Adye,  esq.  of  Barbam,  in  this  county,  afterwards  became  en- 
titled to  the  iDheritance,  but  dying  unmarried,  he  left  his  font 
■isters  his  coheirs ;  Susannah,  married  to  Ruish  Wentworth, 
esq.;  Elizabeth,  to  William  Hugesson,  esq.  of  Provender,  in 
Norton;  Dorothy;  and  Rosamond,  married  to  George  Elcock, 
esq.  of  Barbam ;  and  on  the  partition  of  his  estate  among  them, 
Elizabeth  entitled  her  husband,  William  Hugesson,  to  this 
minor.  He  had  by  her  three  sons,  William,  who  was  of  Pro- 
render  ;  John,  Subsequently  of  Stodmarsh ;  and  Edward. 

William  Hugesson,  esq.,  by  settlement,  gave  one  moiety  of 
this  manor,  with  Nursted  court  and  the  advowson,  to  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  who  settled  it  on  their  youngest  son,  Edward ;  and  he 
dying  without  issue  and  intestate,  his  moiety  became  vested  in 
hii  two  brothers,  William  and  John,  who  were  entitled,  as  heirs 
in  gavelkind,  to  the  other  moiety  of  these  premises.  On  the 
death  of  their  father,  the  former,  about  the  year  1731, 
coaveyed  his  interest  therein  to  bis  brother.  John,  who  became 
thereby  possessed  of  the  entire  fee  of  this  manor,  estate,  and 
idvowson. 

John  Hugesson,  esq.  of  Stodmarsh  court,  by  his  second  wife, 
Amy,  bad  two  sons,  William,  esq.  of  Stodmarsh,  and  John, 
lince  deceased  ;  and  two  daughters.  Amy  and  Elizabeth.  He, 
together  with  Amy  his  wife,  William  and  John  his  sons,  and 
Amy  and  Elizabeth  his  two  daughters,  settled  this  estate,  in 
17^,  on  his  second  son,  John,  who,  on  the  demise  of  bis  father, 
possessed  it;  and  in  1767,  conveyed  the  whole  fee  to  William 
Edmeades,  esq.,  the  present  possessor,  who  resides  here.  This 
ancient  family  bears  for  its  arms,  Ermiae,/ess  danceUe,paly, 
or,  and  vert,  between  two  horses'  heads  erased  in  chief,  sable, 
aad  three  arrows  in  base,  one  in  pale  surmounted  by  two  in  sal- 
tire,  the  pheons  downwards,  gold ;  and  foe  crest,  on  a  wreath 
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of  the  coioHTt,  five  arromt  inlerlaced,  or,  tmmovnUd  by  aerts- 
cetU,  table. 

The  court  hoaw,  prerioufl  to  iU  recent  dteratioiu,  pieBCnled 
many  curioufl  objects  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  anlk|niTy. 
The  principal  reatnres  were  two  Qothic  itone  windowt,  of  rwj 
ancient  date,  remarkable  for  their  size  and  the  elegance  of  the 
trefoil.  The  original  hall  ia  still  strongly  marked  out  by  oaken 
pillars,  of  a  size  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  present  day,  beanti* 
ftilly  ornamented  with  vine  leaves  round  the  capitals,  as  veil  is 
the  dais,  or  that  portion  of  the  baronial  ball  where  stood  the 
high  table,  elevated,  by  steps,  abov«  the  rest  of  the  aomput- 
ntents.  This  still  retains  its  name,  while  the  ruias,  now  extant, 
evidently  formed  that  part  of  the  baronial  cas^e  commoaly 
called  the  Keep,  and  used  either  as  a  d  ungeon,  or  ptaoe  of  refuge, 
which,  in  feudal  times,  was  indispeosably  necessary. 

This  manor  has  been  modernized  within  the  last  6ve  years, 
end  scarcely  any  vestiges  of  its  former  superstructure  remaia; 
several  coins  of  Edward  I.  have  been  found  during  late 
years.  TWe  wbote  parish,  the  greater  part  of  which  forms  one 
estate,  bears  evidence  to  the  fact  of  its  having  beeo  in  the  hands 
«f  ecclesiftstitis,  from  the  names  attached  to  the  several  ailotr 
menls,  as  Biahopsham,  Priestfield,  8to, 

Adjoining  to  the  court  lodge,  at  the  west  end,  were  the  le- 
mains  of  an  old  chapel. 

NuRSTEB  is  within  the  bcclbsiastical  jobisdictioh  sf 
the  iioctte  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  which 
stands  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southward  from  Nurated  ooort, 
«nd  dedicated  to  St.  Mildred,  is  an  ancient  Gothic  building, 
-with  rather  a  prorainent  tower,  and  forsne  adelightfu)  object  from 
several  points  of  the  surrouadiog  country. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  are  the  following: 
in  the  chancel,  in  the  north  wall,  a  monnmeat,  with  the  arms  of 
Wentworth,  a  mullet  for  difference,  imptding  Adye,  for  Susan, 
wife  of  Ruisli  Wentworth,  esq.,  aister  of  James  Adye,  of 
Barhanr;  obt.  1681.  An  inscription  for  Richard  VVeotworUi, 
<e«q.,  before  mentioned,  obt.  1686,  leavit^  an  only  daughttf  and 
heir.  A  mural  monument  for  John  Adye,  esq.  of  Doddington, 
who  bad  by  his  first  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  WaUer,  «aq.  of 
Veaconsfield;  three  sons  and  four  danghtess ;  and  by  bis  atcond, 
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Mary,  two  bods  and  two  daughters,  obt.  1660;  and  an  inscrip- 
tion  for  Nicholas  Cragg.  rector  of  this  parish.  Several  of  the 
moDumenls  were  fast  mouldering  to  decay,  but  have  been  res- 
cned  from  destmction,  and  restored,  in  some  degree,  to  tlieir 
former  state,  by  the  characteristic  liberality  of  Earl  FilzwilUana, 
the  present  head  of  that  noble  family. 

In  an  ancient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this  diocese,  takea 
in  (he  15th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  Nursted  was  valued  at 
100s.  la  the  survey  of  ecclesiastical  livings  witbiu  this  dio- 
cese, taken  in  1650,  it  was  returned  that  there  was  in  this 
parish  a  parsonage  present&tive,  worth  £35  per  annum;  Mr. 
Adye,  patron;  and  Mr.  Jones,  incumbent,  placed  there  by  the 
committee  of  plundered  ministers.  This  rectory  is  a  discharged 
living  in  the  king's  books,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £30,  the 
SDDaal  tenths  being  9s.  6d.  The  rectory  has  generally  been 
annexed  to  the  adjoining  parish  of  Ifield,  but  now  con- 
tolidated . 

In  1821  there  were  six  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Nursted; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow  :  males  17,  females  16,  making  a  toUil  of 
33sodIs. 

Mbophah  is  the  next  parish  southward  from  Nursted,  some- 
times called  Mepham,  and  anciently  written  Meapakam. 

Mbophah  is  situated  about  twenty-four  miles  from  London, 
and  nine  from  Bartford;  it  is  rather  a  by-place,  lying  among 
the  hills,  and  not  much  frequented,  having  no  thoroughfare. 
It  is  a  large  parish,  extending  near  five  miles  from  north  to 
(onth,  and  three  from  east  to  west.  It  lies  mostly  on  high 
ground,  though  with  continued  hill  and  dale;  the  soils  are 
various,  much  being  poor  and  chalky,  but  m  the  valUes  it  is  a 
beavy  tillage  land.  The  roads  are  stony,  narrow,  and  bad ;  but 
the  air,  like  the  neighbourmg  hilly  parishes,  is  very  healthy. 
The  village,  with  the  church  and  court  lodge,  stand  in  the  centre 
of  the  parish.  In  the  southern  parts  there  ace  several  coppice 
ooods,  mostly  beech  and  birch,  interspersed  with  oak  trees, 
which,  in  these  parts,  seldom  grow  to  any  size.  There  are  maay 
unall  hamlets  in  diflerent  parts,  such  as  Mellakeb,  Hook 
cKEeN.and  Camer,  in  the  Qortbern ;  and  Pitfield  green. 
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Priestwood,  and  Culverstone  gbeen,  in  the  soulhern 
district.  In  the  former,  at  Camer  green,  is  a  good  modem 
house,  built  by  Mr.  George  Master,  whose  son,  George,  likewise 
resided  here.  He  died  unmarried  and  without  issue,  leaving  his 
sister,  Catherine,  married  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Croydon,  in  Snirey, 
his  heir,  who  in  her  right  possessed  it.  After  his  death,  she 
removed  to  East  Mailing ;  her  eldest  son,  George  Smith,  esq., 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Brett,  of 
Spring  Grove,  in  Wye,  who  possessed  this  house,  and  resided 
here. 

This  pariah    was,  among  others,  anciently   bound    to  con- 
tribute to  the  repairs  of  the  ninth  pier  of  Rochester  bridge. 

Athelstane,  king  of  England,  gave  the  perpetual  inheritance 
of  Meopham  to  duke  Eadulf,  who,  in  940,  with  the  consent  of  I 
the  king,  gave  it  to  Christ  church,  in  Canterbury,  in  the  pre> 
senceof  Archbishop  Wlfelm,  free  from  all  secular  service  and 
royal  tribute,  excepting  the  trinoda  necetsilas,  of  repelling  in- 
vasions, and  the  repairs  of  castles  and  highways.  Queen  Ediva, 
mother  of  Kings  Edmund  and  Edred,  in  961,  gave  Meopham 
to  Christ  church,  for  the  health  of  her  soul,  with  the  like  pri-  ' 
vilpges;  whence  it  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  accounts  of  the 
donations  of  the  Saxon  kings,  the  same  manors  and  places  are 
frequently  mentioned  as  having  been  given  by  several  kings, 
which  was  occasioned  by  their  continual  dissentions,  and  con- 
tending against  each  other  with  various  successes;  one  king 
taking  away  the  possessions  of  the  church,  and  another  regrant- 
ing  them  ;  wherefore  it  has  been  frequently  found,  that  when 
one  of  these  kings  gave  a  small  parcel  of  land  in  a  parish  or 
manor,  in  the  Saxon  codicils  he  stands  recorded  as  having  given 
the  whole.  Soon  after,  the  possessions  of  the  church  were  fur- 
ther increased,  as  one  Birtrick.  a  rich  and  powerful  man,  who 
then  resided  here,  devised,  with  the  consent  of  Elfswithe  his 
wife,  his  land  at  Meopham,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  (a 
most  curious  record  of  the  customs  of  those  times,)  to  Christ 
church,  Canterbury,  together  with  sixty  marks  of  gold,  (thirty 
to  th«  bishop,  and  thirty  to  the  convent,)  and  one  necklace  of 
twenty  marks,  and  two  cups  of  silver.  The  original  is  in  the 
Saxon  language,  and  inserted,  with  a  Latin  interpretation,  both 
in  Lambarde  and  the  Registrum  Roffctise;  and  by  Dr.  Hickes, 
in  his  Dissttiatio  Epistolaris,  at  the  end  of  his  Thesauras, 
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with  bis  not^s  and  remarks  oq  the  same.  From  this  carious 
docmneot  the  aocient  form  and  phrases  of  a  testament  are 
knowD;  and  it  may  also  be  observed,  that  the  buBband  and 
vifejoJDed  in  making  their  testaments;  that  lands  were  devisable 
by  testament  in  old  times  ;  and  by  what  words  estates  of  inhe- 
liUnce  were  wont  to  be  created ;  that  the  lord's  consent  was 
coDsidered  necessarjr  to  the  testament  of  the  tenant,  and  that  it 
vas  procured  by  the  friFt  of  a  heriot,  which,  as  Bracton  says, 
ns  dene  at  first,  Magis  de  gratia  quam  dejure;  and  lastly, 
«hat  weapons,  jewels,  and  ornaments,  were  then  warn  and 
is  use. 

Mbophah  remained  among  the  possessions  of  Christ  church 
It  the  consecration  of  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  in  the  4th  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  who,  when  he  separated  the  manors  and 
lands  belonging  to  his  church,  allotted  this  manor  to  the  monks, 
for  their  subsistance,  clothing,  and  other  necessary  uses ;  and  it 
wu  accordingly  entered  in  Domesday  under  the  general  title  of 
Itnd  of  t^e  archbishop's  monks. 

Edward  II.,  by  his  letters  patent,  granted  to  the  prior  and 
convent  Jiree  warren  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  in  alt 
their  demesne  lands  in  Meopham  ;  and  Henry  VI.,  in  his  26th 
;ear,  granted  a  market  at  Meopham,  weekly,  and  one  annual  fair. 
The  maoor  of  Meopham  continued  part  of  the  possessions  of 
Christ  church  till  the  dissolution,  under  Henry  VIM.,  when 
bong  surrendered  to  the  king,  he  soon  after  settled  it  on  bis 
Mw  erected  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  of  whose  pos- 
■etsioDS  it  remained.  On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters, 
tftei  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  this  manor,  among  others,  was 
urv^ed  by  order  of  the  Parliament,  and  sold  for  the  use  of  the 
itate.  On  the  Restoration,  the  reestablishment  both  of  church 
sad  state  ensuing,  the  deans  and  chapters  resumed  their  former 
possessions;  from  whichtime,  the  stte,court  lodge,  demesnes,  and 
wood,  above  mentioned,  passed,  in  successive  leases,  from  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury. 

Bnt  the  manor  of  Meopham  itself,  with  the  rents  of  assize, 
coorts,  law  days,  and  other  royalties  appertaining  thereto,  still 
cutinaed  in  their  possession.  Tliere  is  a  court^leet  and  court- 
baron  held  for  this  manor. 

Joho  Hastlelin,  or  Hasting,  was  tenant  of  the  court  lodge, 
with  the  demesnes,  consisting  of  €50  acres ;  but  after  the  restora- 
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tionof  Chailes  II.,  it  was  in  the  name  of  Johnson,  In  1724,  it 
was  owned  by  Mr.  John  Market,  whose  son  rebuilt  tlie  court 
lodge,  and  resided  there. 

The  manor  of  Dodhorb  lies  in  this  parish,  and  was,  in 
very  early  times,  in  the  possession  of  the  noble  family  of  Hun- 
tingfield ;  Sir  Peter  was  sheriff  of  the  county  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  and  knighted  by  tliat  prince  at  the  siege  of  Carlave- 
Tock,  in  Scotland.  He  died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  heir.  Sir  Walter  de  Hiinting6eld, 
who,  by  a  deed,  without  any  date  affixed^  passed  it  by  sale  to 
John  Smith;  and  he,  in  the  47th  of  Edward  III.,  alienated 
his  interest  to  Richard  Idleigh,  of  Idleigh,  in  Ash,  near 
Wrotham. 

Who  were  the  owners  of  Dodmore  from  that  time  to  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.,  we  do  not  find;  but  it  was  then  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Thomas  Cavendish,  esq.,  who  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Of  the  sons,  William,  the  second,  was  ancestor  to 
the  present  duke  of  Devonshire.  He  died  possessed  of  this 
manor,  under  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  sold  to  Henry  Taylor, 
from  whom  it  descended  to  John,  of  the  same  name,  who 
alienated  it,  in  (he  reign  of  Elizabeth,  to  John  GifFard,  and  be 
conveyed  it  to  Walter  Pownee,  of  Brenchley.  After  passing 
through  many  other  names,  it  subsequently  came  into  the  pos- 
session  of  Mr.  George  Lattenden,  of  Frindsbury,  who  by  will 
devised  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Elliot. 

There  is  a  court-baron  held  for  this  manor. 

Dban  connT  is  an  estate  here,  formerly  part  of  the  posses- 
sions  of  the  great  and  opulent  family  of  the  Twitham'a.  Alan 
de  Twitham  attended  Richard  I.  to  the  siege  of  Ascalon,  in 
Palestine;  and  his  descendant,  Bertram,  held  this  estiite  at  his 
death,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  III.  Alanus  de  Twitham  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  the  2Sth  year  of  that  reign,  as  did  his  son, 
Theobald,  in  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  He  died  without  issue 
male,  leaving  Maud,  his  only  daughter,  heir  to  his  large  pos* 
sessions  in  this  county,  all  which  she  carried  in  marriage  to 
Simon  Septvans,  of  Chequer,  in  Ash,  by  Sandwich,  called,  in 
ancient  Latin  deeds,  Df  Septem  Vannis.  He  had  by  her  Sir 
William  Septvans,  whose  son,  John,  left  three  sons;  John,  to 
whom  he  gave  Hells,  Twitham,  Chilton,  and  Mollands,  in  Ash, 
with  other  lands  in  this  county  :  Thomas,  who  had  this  estate 
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or  Dean's  court,  with  other  lands  :  and  Gilbert,  who  became 
entitled  to  the  manor  of  Chequer,  in  Ash,  from  the  poasesaion  of 
which  property  this  family  was  for  a  period  called  At  Chequer, 
a>  it  was  afterwards  Harfleet,  from  some  eminent  service  per- 
formed by  Gilbert  Septvans,  otherwise  At  Chequer,  at  the  town 
of  that  name,  in  Normandy,  under  Henry  V.;  which  name  of 
Harfleet  became  afterwards  hereditary  to  all  the  descendants  of 
this  family,  as  well  in  a  direct,  as  a  collateral  line- 
Dean  court  continned  in  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Septvans, 
or  Harfleet,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  when  Thomas  Harfleet 
coBfeyed  it  by  sale  to  Francis  Twyaden,  fifth  son  of  Sir  William 
Twysden,  bart.  of  East  Peckham,  whose  son.  Sir  Thomas, 
alienated  Dean  court  and  Hem  to  Samuel  Atwood  Clerk,  who 
gave  them  by  will  to  Elizabeth  HodsoU ;  as  she  did  to  her  niece, 
married  to  Richard  Gee,  esq.  of  Orpington,  who  afterwards  took 
the  name  of  Carew,  and  possessed  the  same. 

Meopbam  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jusisdictiom 
of  the  diocete  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  arch- 
bitbop,  is  within  the  deanery  of  Shoraham.  The  church,  a 
Urge  handsome  building,  with  a  square  tower,  is  dedicated  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist.  Among  other  memorials  are  the  follow- 
iog,  for  Henry  Haslin,  George  Courthope,  John  Folham,  and 
a  stone  for  Christopher  Copland,  vicar. 

Simon  Meopbam,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was  bom  here  ; 
he  rebuilt  this  church,  afterwards  repaired  by  Archbishop  Court- 
ney, who  annexed  four  almshouses  to  the  sante. 

This  vicarage  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £16  3  A, 
Ae  yearly  tenths  being  if  1  2  4. 

In  1821,  there  were  HI  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Meopbam  ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabi' 
tints  were  as  follow  :  males  433,  females  400,  making  a  total 
of  833  souls. 

LnoDBsnoN,  generally  called  Luddeidown;  in  the  Texlus 
Roffentii,  vtitlen  Hluuesddnb;  and  in  Domesday  Z^i/e<du/ie/ 
derives  its  name  from  the  two  Saxon  words,  lead,  populous,  and 
dune  coUis,  that  is,  the  peopled  hill,  alluding  to  its  situation  in 
this  hilly  country. 
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LoDDBSDOM  is  a  small  parish,  lying  upon  bigli  ground. 
amoDg  the  hills;  it  is  about  two  miles  Id  length  from  north  to 
south,  and  not  quite  one  in  bteadtb;  the  soil  poor,  and  very 
stony.  There  are  two  village*,  one  called  Luddeadon  Street, 
adjoining  the  northern  bounds  of  the  parish,  near  which  is  the 
estate  called  Little  Bucklaud,  and  the  hamlet  of  Sail  Street ; 
the  other,  called  likewise  Luddetdon,  near  the  aouthern  bounds, 
wherein  stands  the  church,  and  not  far  distant  the  manor  of 
South  Buckland.  It  Is  but  an  obscure  place,  little  frequeated 
or  known,  and  would  have  been  less  so^  had  it  not  been  for  the 
respectable  school  kept  there  -many  years  ago  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Thornton,  rector  of  this  parish,  which  occasioned  it  to  be  the 
resort  of  most  of  the  gentry  of  this  part  of  the  county,  whose 
sons  were  educated  there. 

LuddesdoD  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  and  entered  as  such  in  Domesday  record ;  and  on  his 
disgrace,  this  estate  was  confiscated  to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  Richard  Qiffard  appears  to  have 
held  the  manor  of  Luddesdoo,  then  valued  at  j^25,  from  which 
no  service  was  due,  (of  the  new  feoffment,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Stephen.)  of  Waller  de  Mednana,  who  held  it  again  of  the 
king  iu  capile;  which  premises  were  held  in  capUe  of  King 
Henry  I.,  by  Jeffry  Talbot.  The  fees,  said  to  be  of  the  old 
feoffment,  were  such  feoffments  as  had  keen  made  before  the 
death  of  Henry  I.,  the  others  being  awarded  afterwards.  In 
the  reign  of  King  John,  this  place  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  Montchensie ;  William,  eon  of  William  de  Monlchen- 
sie,  who  died  in  the  6th  year  of  that  prince,  owned  this  manor 
at  his  death;  in  the  15th  year  of  which  reign,  be  died  without 
issue,  when  Warine  de  Montchensie,  for  a  fine  of  2000  marks, 
had  livery  of  his  whole  inheritance.  In  the  37th  of  Henry 
lit.,  he  obtained  a  charter  of  ^ree  warren  for  his  manor  of  Lud- 
desdon,  among  others,  and  died  the  year  following,  at  which 
time  he  was  reputed  one  of  the  most  valiant,  prudent,  and 
wealthy  men  in  the  kingdom.  He  departed  this  life  in  the 
17th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  one  daughter,  Dionisia,  who 
soon  after  married  Hugh  de  Vere,  third  son  of  Robert  de  Vere. 
earl  of  Oxford,  who,  in  the  25th  year  of  the  above  reign,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  services  in  the  Frencli  wars,  had  possession 
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grinled  of  this  manor,  among  others,  of  the  inheiitance  of  his 
wife. 

His  mm,  William  de  Montcheneie,  in  the  8th  of  Edward  I.. 
bad  a  grant  m  fee  of  view  of  frankpledge,  and  the  courts 
belooging  thereto,  in  all  bis  lands.  After  which,  it  passed  in 
like  manner  as  the  manors  of  Hartley,  into  the  families  of 
Valence  and  Hastings,  successively  earia  of  Pembroke,  and 
thence  to  Reginald  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthin,  who  was  found  to  be 
next  of  kin  of  the  whole  blood  to  John  de  Hasting*,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  who  died  without  issue  in  the  13th  of  Richard  II. 
Uowerer,  being  taken  prisoner,  as  before  meaiioned,  in  Wales, 
by  Owen  Glendower,  he  was  obliged  to  make  over  this  manor 
10  raise  money  to  pay  his  ransom  ;  when  his  trustees  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Montacute,earl  of  Salisbury,  who,  for  his  many  noble  acts 
iod  great  auhierements,  had  deaerredly  the  regard  of  his  country. 
He  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  heroes  and  generals  of 
the  age,  whether  we  consider  his  extraordinary  diligence  id 
whatsoever  he  undertook,  and  his  perseverance  in  pursuing,  or 
quickness  in  executing,  his  designs.  After  a  continued  series  of 
brave  exploits  and  successes,  he  was  ultimately  slain  at  the 
■i^  of  Orleans,  in  the  7th  of  Heory  VI.,  to  the  great  grief  of 
the  nation.  He  left  by  Eleanor,  his  first  wife,  daughter  of 
lliomas  earl  of  Kent,  one  sole  daughter  and  heir,  Alice,  then 
wife  of  Richard  Nevill,  son  of  Ralph  Nevill,  earl  of  Westmore- 
land. By  his  will  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  interred  at  Bisbam 
abbey,  with  his  ancestors,  and  bequeathed  this  manor  of  Lud- 
dtsdon  to  John  Montacute,  his  natural  son,  who  alienated  it  in 
the  30th  of  Henry  VI,  to  John  Dayy,  gent.,  and  he,  same  years 
after,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Edward  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny, 
fonrth  surviving  son  of  Ralph  earl  of  Westmoreland,  by  Joane, 
his  second  wife,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Edward  lord  Abei^venny  had  been  summoned  lo  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  in  consequence  of  his  marriage  with 
Elizabeth,  sole  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Beauchamp  lord 
Bergavenny,  in  whose  right  he  possessed  the  castle  and  manor 
of  Bei^venny.  He  died,  in  the  I6th  of  Edward  IV.,  possessed 
of  this  manor,  which  continued  in  his  descendants  till  some 
ninety  years  back,  when  it  was  alienaUd  by  Georgt:  lord  Aber- 


^niized  by  Google 


SIS  HISTORY  OF  THE 

gavenoy  to  WiUiam   Bragier,   whose   descendant,   Mr.  Pelit 

Brasiet,  gent.,  at  his  death  \a  1770,  left  it  to  hie  widow.    She 

married  Mr.  Walter,  and  entitled  him  to  the  possession  of  the 

property ;  not  long  after  which  the  right  was  transferred  to 

Mr.  John  Hilliam,  gent.,  whose  widow  ultimately  possessed  the 

same. 

This  estate,  as  a  member  of  the  manor  of  Swanscombe, 
parcel  of  the  ancient  harony  of  MontcheoBie,  is  held  hy  the 
service  of  castle-guard  to  Rochester  castle,  which  is  now  com- 
pounded for  by  a  certain  annual  rent,  paid  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  of  Swanscombe.  A  court-haron  is  held  for  this 
manor. 

South  Buckland  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  anciently 
called  Boelaad,  no  doubt  from  its  tenure  in  the  time  of  the 
Sazona,  as  there  were  only  two  soru  of  land  among  the  Saxons, 
namely,  boeland  and  folkUmd  ;  the  former  was  hereditary,  and 
possessed  by  the  Thanes,  or  nobler  sort;  the  latter,  terra  vulgi, 
who  had  no  estate  therein,  but  held  the  same  by  the  agreement, 
or  at  the  will  of  the  lord  or  thane.  It  is  now  generally  called 
Great  or  South  Buckland,  to  distinguish  it  from  an  estate  called 
Little  Buckland,  in  this  parish.  The  manor  of  Buckland,  in 
the  reign  of  King  John,  was  held  hy  Reginald  de  Lud- 
desdon,  who,  in  the  5th  of  that  reign,  was  amerced  300 
marks  for  a  misdemeanor,  relating  to  an  impression  of  Ibe 
king's  seal. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  was  held  by  WiUiam  de  Lodesdea, 
of  the  heirs  of  Warine  de  Montohensie,  as  three  parts  of  a 
knight's  fee.  He  gave  the  whole  tithe  of  the  corn  of  his  estate 
of  Boeland  to  the  nuns  of  Mailing,  in  this  county,  in  perpetual 
alms,  at  the  time  his  daughter  Joice  took  the  veil,  to  whom  he 
also  gave  one  acre  of  land  to  build  a  barn  for  the  receiving  of 
their  corn,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  hy  Richard  and 
Hamo  bishops  of  Rochester.  In  the  above  confirmation,  Buck- 
land  is  said  to  be  Defeodo  Thalebot,  this  place  being  part  of 
those  fees  which  Galfridus  Talebot  held  ia  capite,  at  the  death 
of  Henry  I.  This  fee  was  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II., 
held  in  like  manner  of  the  king  hy  Walter  de  Meduana,  and 
again  of  him  by  WiUiam  de  Lodesdon. 

After  this  family  became  extinct,  the  manor  went  into  the 
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possession  of  owners,  who  thence  took  their  names,  one  of 
which  line,  William  de  la  Bocklande,  confirnied  the  above  gift 
of  tithes  to  Mailing  abbey.  His  descendant,  Reginald  de 
fiocklande,  died  possessed  of  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
ofEdward  III.,  and  his  heirs  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  that 
prince,  as  half  a  knight*s  fee,  which  he  had  formerly  held  in 
Luddesdon  of  the  heirs  of  Warlne  de  Montchensie.  Sir  Thomas 
de  Bnckland  was  possessed  of  this  manor  at  the  latler  end  of 
the  above  reign,  from  whom  it  descended  lo  Thomas  BuckUnd, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vl,,  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir. 
Alice,  who  carried  this  estate,  with  Preston,  in  Shoreham,  in 
mrriage  to  John  Policy,  or  Polhill,  of  PolhilUtreet,  in  Det- 
llog.  In  that  name  it  continued  for  many  descehls,  until  one 
of  the  family  alienated  it  to  a  Walsingham,  whose  descendant, 
Mr.  John  Walsingham,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Thomas  Whit- 
aker,  of  Trottesclive,  sheriff  of  this  county  in  1743,  and  he,  at 
bis  death,  devised  it  to  his  second  son,  Mr.  John  Whitaker,  of 
Barming,  in  this  county,  whose  nephew,  Mr.  Thomas  Whitaker, 
of  Watringbnry,  all^rwards  held  the  same.  A  court-baron  is 
held  for  this  manor. 

LoDDESDOM  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  and  deanert/  of  Kochester.  The  church,  which  is 
imall,  is  dedicated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul. 

In  the  chancel  fa  a  mural  monument,  the  arms  being.  Argent, 
on  a  bend,  gules,  three  escarbuucles  of  eight  rai/s,  or,  impaling 
argent,  three  boars'  heads,  erected  and  erased,  sable,  latigued, 
guUs ;  for  Stephen  Tbemton,  rector  of  this  parish,  obiit 
Aaga«t27,  1744.  In  the  chancel  south  of  that  of  the  rector, 
over  an  altar  monument,  are  two  brass  plates ;  on  one  the  efBvy 
of  a  man  in  armour,  and  on  the  other  a  shield,  being  two  coals 
quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  three  lozenges  in  fess,  second  and 
third,  an  eagle  displayed,  over  all  a  balton  dexter.  This  mo> 
nument  was  no  doubt  erected  for  James  or  John  Montacute. 
natural  son  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  who  bequeathed  to  him  this 
maurof  Lnddesdon,  as  before  observed. 

It  was  anciently  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Luddesdon, 
and  BO  continued  till  one  of  the  Lords  Abergavenny  alienated 
the  property.  It  is  now  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  ^vhich  was 
vested,  in  1742,  in  Mr.  Hall ;  in  1763  in  Mr.  John  Tysoe,  gent. 
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and  sulwequenUy  in  Edward  BarreU,  esq.  There  w^  also  a 
chapel  called  Dowdes,  adjoiniog  this  parish,  now  fallen  to  ruin. 
worih  <f20  per  annum.  These  remains  were  visible  some  tima 
back  in  a  field  belonging  to  Buckland  farm,  is  this  parish. 
The  church  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £11  11  3,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £1  3   Ud. 

In  Mr.  Meard's  time  the  parstnage  bouse  was  by  soma 
accident  burned  down,  aflat  which  the  present  raaoaioa 
was  built. 

In  1821  there  wen  thirty-fire  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Lad. 
desdon ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  tJu 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  Ban^bers  <^ 
inhabitanU were aa  follow:  males  125,  females  UO,  racking  t 
total  of  235  souls. 
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CITY  AND  LIBERTY  OP  ROCHESTER. 

Eastwabd  from  Strood,  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  river 
Medway,  lies  the  city  of  Rochester,  sitnaled  on  an  angle 
of  land  formed  by  that  river,  which,  coming  from  tbe  south, 
rans  northward  until  it  has  passed  the  city,  afUr  which  it  di- 
rects its  course  due  east.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  city  was 
anciently  called  tbe  hundred  of  Rochester. 

RocHBSTEB  was  a  place  of  some  note  in  the  time  of  the 
Homans,  owing  to  its  situation  at  the  accustomed  pass  over  the 
river  Midway.  It  was  probahly  called  by  tbe  Britons  DurO' 
britie,  from  the  British  word,  dour,  water,  and  the  fenuinatioa 
briva,  which  ia  added  to  the  old  names  of  many  places,  and 
might  signify,  among  the  ancient  Britons  and  Oauls,  a  bridge 
w  passage  over  a  river ;  since  it  is  no  ifhere  Used  but  in  the 
names  of  places  situated  by  rivers. 

Antoninus,  in  his  Itinerary,  calls  it  by  the  name  ofDuro^nviJ, 
though  it  is  comiptly  spelt  various  ways  in  the  different  copies 
of  that  production.  In  the  Peutingerian  military  tables,  written 
on  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  it  is  written  Roibh,  from 
nhich  contracted,  and  the  addition  of  the  word  ceaster,  derived 
from  the  Latin  Cattrum,  used  by  our  Saxon  ancestors  to  signify 
a  city,  town,  or  castle,  they  called  it  Nroueceaster,  and,  by  a 
further  contraction,  Jiochetler.  It  may  here  be  observed,  that 
all  places  ending  in  Chester,  called  so  in  the  timeof  the  Saxons, 
arose  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  Roman  castra,  not  that  the  for- 
mer were  always  placed  in  the  very  same  site,  though  they  were 
Berer  very  remote  from  it.  Hence  the  ancient  stations  about 
the  noted  Roman  wall,  the  ruins  of  many  of  which  are  still 
fisible,  are  called  chesters  by  the  country  people.  It  was  ac- 
coanted,  in  the  timeof  the  Romans,  one  of  their  stipendiary 
cities,  of  vhich  description  they  had  twelve  In  this  ifdand. 

Most  of  our  antiquaries  agree  in  allowing  it  to  be  the  station 
mentioned  by  Antoninus,  in  bia  Itinerary,  under  the  name  of 
Dmrohivh,  situated  tweuty'Seven  miles  from  London.    The 
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remains  of  tlie  ancient  Roman  road,  or  Walling-street  way, 
leading  From  LoDdon  liither,  is  very  vieible  from  Shinglewell,  by 
Cobham  park  pales,  as  befoie  mentioned,  towards  Rochester, 
till  it  comes  to  the  north  gate  of  the  park,  where  it  runs  into 
the  thick  coppice,  and  is  there  lost,  after  which  there  are  no 
remains  till  we  ascend  Chatham  hill,  in  the  high  road  to  Can- 
terbury and  Ricliborougb. 

Rochester  was  never  rery  extensive,  though  much  larger  now 
than  heretofore.  la  the  time  of  the  venerable  Bede  it  was 
ralher  esteemed  as  a  castle  than  a  city,  and  accordingly  he 
styles  it  the  Castle  of  the  Kentish  men.  The  walls  were  built 
according  to  the  four  cardinal  points,  and  from  east  to  west 
about  half  a  mile  distant,  but  from  north  to  south  not  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  ;  wherefore,  having  been  originally  so  much  circum- 
scribed, it  was  in  ancient  grants  called,  as  before  mentioned,  a 
castle  only. 

As  there  is  no  evidence  of  there  having  been  a  bridge  at 
Rochester  for  many  centuries  after  the  Romans  retired  from 
Britain,  it  is  most  probable  that  a  ferry  was  their  mode  of  con- 
veyance. Dr,  Thorpe,  an  eminent  physician  and  antiquary, 
who  resided  many  years  in  this  town,  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  first  bri<Ige  between  Rncbester  and  Strood  was  erected 
in  the  reign  of  Edgar  the  Peaceable,  but  the  reasons  on  which 
he  founded  this  opinion  are  not  known.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  there  was  a  bridge  before  the  Conquest,  and  that  divers 
trncts  of  land  were  subjected  to  its  snpport. 

It  appears  from  ancient  manuscripts  that  this  early  bridge 
was  of  wood,  and  pluctd  in  the  line  of  the  principal  streets  of 
Rochester  and  Strood.  From  the  depth  of  the  water,  iu  con- 
stant rapidity,  the  occasional  roughness  of  the  tides,  and  the 
shocks  of  large  bodies  of  ice,  the  bridge  required  such  frequent 
and  heavy  repairs,  that  the  supporting  of  it  became  a  great 
burden  to  the  owners  of  the  contributory  lands.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  1 4th  century  this  sUuclure  was  represented  as  being 
"dangerous  for  passengers,  and  nearly  destroyed."  Under 
these  circumstances,  with  a  laudable  spirit  of  compassion  and 
generosity,  the  great  warriors.  Sir  Robert  Knolles,  and  Sir  John 
de  Cobham,  built,  at  their  joint  expense,  the  present  bridge  of 
stone. 

In  the  22d  of  Richard  U.  a  patent  was  obtained,  and  alitei> 
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wudt  confirined  by  Parliament,  in  the 9th  of  Henry  V.,  forcon- 
stitating  the  proprietors  a  body  corporate,  uoder  the  title  of 
"  waideos  and  commonalty  ;'*  and  a  licence  was  granted,  ena- 
bling  them  to  receire  and  hold  in  mortmain,  lands  and  tenements 
to  the  value  of  d^OO  a  year.  The  firat  and  largest  benefactor 
was  Sir  John  Cobham,  and  his  gift  was  followed  by  Buch  con- 
■iderable  donations,  that  the  estates,  usually  termed  "  proper." 
bsTe  been  long  adequate  to  the  repairs  of  this  bridge,  without 
levyiDg  an  assessment  or  the  contributory  lands.  The  govern* 
ing  members  of  the  corporation  are  two  wardens,  and  twelve 
■uistants ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  ibe  directions  of  several  Acta 
of  Parliament,  the  practice  is  on  Friday,  in  the  week  after 
Easter,  to  elect  in  the  bridge  chamber,  wardens  and  assistants 
for  the  year  ensuing,  to  commence  from  the  Monday  in  Wbitsun 
week.  Four  of  the  assistants  are  appointed  auditors  of  the 
■ceounts  of  the  wardens  of  the  preceding  year,  and  Thursday  in 
Whitaun  week  is  the  day  fixed  for  their  being  settled. 

The  length  of  the  bridge  is  560  feet,  with  a  stone  parapet  on 
cither  side,  strongly  coped,  and  surmounted  by  an  iron  railing. 
It  has  now  eleven  arches,  supported  by  strong  and  substantial 
piers,  which  aro  properly  secured  on  each  aide  by  sterlings. 
The  river  has  a  considerable  fall  through  these  arches. 

Under  the  very  able  management  of  these  wardens  for  several 
ytin  past,  the  estates  proper  have  been  duly  attended  to,  and 
Ibe  increased  revenue  well  applied.  The  transit  of  caniages 
before  and  after  passiog  the  bridge  is  still  inconvenient,  though 
tbe  entrances  on  both  sides  were  much  improved  some  years 
back,  particularly  the  street  at  Rochester,  which  was  widened. 
by  the  removal  of  some  houses.  The  inhabitants  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  erect  a  new  bridge  over  the  Medway,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  present  fabric. 

Tbe  Bridge  Chamber,  or  Record  Room,  which  stands  oppo- 
site to  the  east  end  of  the  bridge,  is  a  neat  building  of  Portland 
(lone,  with  a  portico  beneath,  occupying  the  site  of  the  western 
porch  of  a  chapel,  or  chantry,  that  was  founded  by  the  great 
bsron,  John  de  Cobham,  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the 
bridge.  He  designed  it  principally  for  the  use  of  travellers, 
and  appointed  three  chaplains  to  officiate  therein,  with  a  yearly 
«diry  of  £6  each,  payable  from  the  revenues  of  tbe  bridge 
cUates,  who  were  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  tbe  founder  and  his 
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kdf ,  of  Sir  Knollei,  and  his  lady,  and  the  other  benefaeton  to 
the  brid^. 

Iq  1336  the  gieat  ditoh  about  -Uiig  city  it  reported  to  have 
bee*  b^un*  and  to  1384  Solomon  d«  Roffa  had  the  king's 
licuiee  to  baild  about  and  on  the  walls  of  Rocbeater,  and  to 
hold  the  baildingain  fee. 

The  city  has  no  ^tes  at  preseat,  "but  the  names  of  several 
■re  on  record,  viz.  Broadgete,  afterwards  called  Eestgate,  which 
stood  in  the  High  street,  a  great  part  having  remained  in  the 
Feign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  Leland  wrote,  by  whom  it  is  styled 
B-marvellouB  strong  gate,  who  adds  that  no  more  gates  appeared 
than  were  commonly  used.  Southgate  was  near  Bally  bill,  on 
the  road  to  Bt.  Mai^ret'e,  the  arch  of  which  was  taken  down 
ID  1770.  There  was  another  gate,  as  appears  by  the  Jfegislnm 
Ii«ffens€,  called  Childegate,  which  seems  to  have  been  in  the 
north  wall  of  the  city,  leading  to  the  marshes,  that  part  of  the 
wall  being  ealled  from  it  Childegate  wall,  and  the  lane  in  which 
it  Mood,  opposite  ihe  college  gate,  Childegate  lane.  In  the 
Texiiit  Seffentii  there  ie  also  mention  made  of  a  gate  beyond 
the  bridge. 

We  hare  no  f^irther  account  of  Rochester,  thoagh  it  was  un- 
doubtedly  a  Roman  station,  as  well  as  a  stipendiary  city,  till 
aAoF  the  rise  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  when  it  became  more 
distinguished';  for  King  Ethelbert,  having  embraced  the  Chris> 
tian  region  in  507,  built  the  church  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  made 
it  a  bishop's  see,  by  which  he  raised  this  city  from  obscurity, 
giving  it  a  distingnisbed  place  io  ecclesiastical  and  civil 
history. 

Rochester,  from  its  situution  at  the  most  accustomed  pas- 
sage oyer  the  river  Medway,  has  been  subject  to  more  misfor- 
tunes than  perhaps  any  other  city.  In  676,  Ethetred,  king  of 
Mereia,  having  iirvaded  Ktiit,  destroyed  the  town,  an!  returned 
with  great  plunder  to  his  own  kingdom. 

Dunng  the  Danish  wars  in  England,  Rochester  freqnently 
suflWed  from  the  inhumanity  of  those  barbarians,  being  often 
besieged  and  plundered,  the  enemy  in  general  ■  committing 
unheard-of  cruelties  befbre  they  returned  to  their  ships.  Ter- 
rified and  exhausted  with  these  misfortunes,  the  inhabitants  at 
length  enbmitted,  with  the  rest  of  the  nation,  to  (he  yokeof 
those  invaders ;  in  which  state  it  continued,  witht>ot  any  parti- 


^niized  by  Google 


COWNTT  OF  KEMT.  3U 

mht  cifeniMtance  bbppcnins,  tiU  the  NormM  Coftqiitat  in 
1066,  when  it  yielded  to  the  CoaqHsror,  oa  the  ftame  term*  u 
tjie  n«t  of  the  B«Uoa.  This  plsce  suffered  MTeral  tidies  dtead- 
fully  by  fin,  in  tbs  reigtw  of  Heaiyl.  and  tl.,  fmm  whtoh 
nlamitiea  it  recovered  bnt  atewly,  tod  the  inteatioe  comno- 
Uon  of  tke  kingdom  occurring  bood  afteft  RoDhester  again 
BiArad ;  but,  Uesry  III.  gaining  posaeMioa  of  the  ploee.  and 
knoviog  th4t  its  Reservation  would  be  of  oonaiderable  advaB> 
tage,  resolved  to  augment  its  strai^tb.  fer  whioh  ]»»rpaa4  b« 
B^Md  aad  restored  tke  nails  to  their  Cormr  ooadilion,  aad 
bagtu  the  large  ditch  rouod  the  city. 

As  Rochester  lies  in  the  direct  and  most  ^equented  passage 
from  the  contiaait  to  London,  it  would  be  sttperfluoiu  to 
ncoaot  the  naiBbers  of  royal  and  illustrious  persona  «ho  have 
coBtisnaUy  visited  and  passed  through  thia  city.  We-  ahaU 
therefore  subjoin  only  the  following  : 

Qoaen  Elizabeth,  on  her  return  from  a  pragress  she  had  made 
raond  the  ooasts  of  Sussex  and  Kent,  in  1S73,  took  ap  ber 
abode  in  this  city  for  five  days;  on  tin  last  of  which  she 
bmoured  Mr,  Watts  with  her  company,  at  bis  house,  on  Bally 
hill.  The  day  after  her  arrival  hhe  was  present  at  diviae  Mr- 
vice,  and  beard  a  sernaon  in  the  oadiedral. 

Jaaaea  1.,  t<^ether  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  was  also  here 
ID  1606. 

Kiag  Cbaiisa  11^  on  his  resteratioo,  was  received  in  this  oit^ 
with  the  ^eatest  denenstrations  of  joy,  and  presented  with  a 
silver  basin  and  ewer  by  the  mayor  wad  corporation. 

Jamas  II.  was  likewise  received  here  on  his  abdication. 

Roehestar,  ia  th«  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  was  in  M>a 
king's  haodst  but  William  the  Cooqaeror  gava  it,  with  the 
owti*,  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  under  the  general  title  of 
vIkibs  lands  it  was  entered  in  the  record  of  Domesday.  On 
Ui  disgrace,  in  1083,  this  town,  with  the  rest  of  bis  pMsesMOaSr 
ni  confiscated  to  ibe  oomw. 

Henry  I.  Let  the  city  to  ferm  at  pleasure,  to  the  townsmea, 
at  the  yeady  rent  of  £20 ;  and  granted  to  Bishop  Gundalph 
sad  the  ehntvh  of  Rochester  one  annual  faut 

Henry  II.,  by  charter,  granted  also  to  the  oilizens'or  Rochester 
the  city  in  fee,  for  £20  ptr  anaum.  with  sundry  lib«Liea  and 
oustoas,' therein  mealioned. 
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Kicliard  I.  commanded,  by  writ  to  the  bailiff  and  hundred  (^ 
Rochester,  that  no  person,  except  his  servants,  should  purchase 
any  victuals  in  the  city,  till  after  the  monks  of  St-  Andrew's 
priory  had  procured  their  supplies,  to  the  great  di^ust  and  in- 
convenience of  every  other  inhabitant. 

Before  the  city  was  granted  to  the  burgesses  in  feefarm,  they 
accounted  for  a  certain  payment,  called  Maltolt.  which  they 
received  from  all  persons  passing  through  the  city  to  embark 
for  the  holy  land  ;  but  Richard  I.  abolished  the  toll. 

Henry  HI.  confirmed  the  charter  of  Henry  H.,  and  granted 
many  privileges,  with  a  free  market  within  their  city,  and  the 
return  of  all  writs  whatsoever. 

Rochester  was  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  the  king,  where  it 
remained  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  who  committed  it  to  John 
de  Cobham,  to  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs  in  ferme,  for  his  life, 
at  the  same  yearly  rental. 

Edward  III.  by  charter,  in  his  4th  year,  confirmed  to  the 
citizens  of  Rochester  the  charter  of  King  Henry  III.;  as  did 
Richard  II. ,  in  his  1st  year. 

Henry  VI,  granted  several  liberties  and  privileges  to  this  city. 

Edward  IV.  by  charter,  in  1460,  finding  this  city  defensible  and 
fit  for  the  resistance  of  enemies,  confirmed  the  former  chartera, 
and  granted  to  the  citizens,  that  instead  of  a  bailiff,  they  should 
be  called  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  and 
under  such  title  to  purchase,  plead,  and  be  impleaded ;  and  that 
B  coroner  and  two  constables  should  be  chosen.  The  present 
seal  of  this  corporation  represents  St.  Andrew  on  his  cross  on 
one  side,  and  the  castle  of  Rochester  on  the  other ;  round  the 
former,  Sigilium  Commune  Civitatis  Roffenfis;  and  surrounding 
the  latter,  Sigilium  Civium  jfloffemit ;  it  appears  to  be  v«y 
ancient.  The  armorial  bearings  of  this  city  are.  Or,  a  erou 
gales,  with  an.Rin  the  centre ;  on  the  chief  of  the  second,  a  Hon 
passant,  guardant,  or. 

All  charters  and  privileges  were  confirmed  by  Henry  VIH., 
and  bis  several  successors,  down  to  Charles  I.,  who  by  charter, 
in  1630,  ratified  and  confirmed  that  of  Edward  IV.,  and  all 
others  granted  to  this  city;  and  upon  petition  of  the  mayor 
and  citizens,  touching  the  bounds  of  the  place,  they  were  then 
further  explained  and  designated.  By.  this  last  charter  the  pie- 
sent  corporation  was  made  to  consist  of  a  mayor ;    tweire 
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akiennen,  of  which  number  the  mayor  was  on« ;  twelve 
■laistaDts  or  common  council  j  a  recorder  and  town  clerk ;  two 
cinmbeilainB;  a  principal  sergeant  at  mace;  a  water  bailifF; 
*nd  other  inrerior  officers.  The  day  of  election  for  mayor  ia  on 
Ihe  Monday  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew,  nnnuatty  ;  and  the 
day  of  swearing  him  into  ofBce  on  the  Monday  next  after  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael ;  the  recorder  to  be  chosen  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  and  to  take  an  oath  of  office.  The  mayor  and 
two  aldermen  to  hold  a  court  of  PortoioTe  from  fifteen  days  (o 
fifteen  days ;  and  lastly,  the  mayor,  recorder,  eldest  aldermen, 
and  last  mayor  for  the  time  being,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  limits  of  the  corporation.  In  the  reign  q{  George 
111.,  an  Act  passed  for  recovery  of  small  debts  in  Rochester, 
and  some  adjoining  parishes. 

Much  inconvenience  iiaTing  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
different  coinage  of  money  in  divers  parts.  King  John,  in  his 
9th  year,  issued  his  writ  for  all  moneyers  and  assayers,  and 
among  others,  those  of  Rochester,  to  appear  at  Westminster, 
and  bring  with  them  all  their  dies,  sealed  up  with  their  seals. 

King  Stephen,  in  ll'fd,  suppressed  moat  of  the  mints  which 
bad  been  set  up  during  the  troubles  of  bis  reign,  but  r<finstated 
tlie  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  and  some  other  eocle- 
■iastics,  in  the  privilege  of  a  mint;  yet  it  does  not  seem  that 
the  bishop  of  this  see  was  ever  restored  to  his,  or  that,  if  so,  he 
did  not  use  the  privilege,  as 'no  money  has  ever  been  met  with 
coined  by  him. 

The  state  of  Rochester,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  may  partly 
be  ascertained  by  the  return  to  an  order  made  by  that  princess, 
in  her  8th  year,  for  a  general  survey ;  by  which  it  appears,  there 
were  144  inhabited  houses,  seven  ships  and  boats,  a  mayor, 
alderman,  customer,  comptroller,  and  a  searcher  of  the  custom 
bouse,  four  quays,  and  that  there  were  many  persons  employed 
in  merchandize  and  fishing. 

The  venerable  ruins  of  the  castle,  with  its  lofty  keep,  bearing 
a  distant  resemblance  to  the  White  Tower  of  London,  present 
an  object  that  must  attract  the  notice  of  every  traveller.  The 
situation  of  this  structure  was  very  favorable  for  defence,  stand- 
ing at  the  sooth-went  angle  of  the  city,  on  an  eminence  rising 
abruptly  from  the  Medway,  that  river  preserving  it  fro  n  any 
attack  on  the  west ;  while  its  southeasterly  prospect  and  north 
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sides  were  surrounded  by  a  broB<)  and  deep  ditcli.  The  ouUide 
wulU,  which  formed  a  parallelogram  of  more  than  300  feet  in 
length,  were  forti6ed  by  several  round  and  square  towers,  but 
these,  with  the  walla,  are  fast  vetoing  to  a  state  of  complete 
dilapidation.  At  the  soutb-east  angle  of  the  area,  standi  the 
keep,  or  master  tower,  of  which  there  ore  considerable  remaiiu< 

After  the  Romans  conquered  this  island,  it  is  very  evideat 
they  bad  a  station  at  Rochester,  and  the  height  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  castle  stando,  and  its  situation  with  respect  to 
the  Medway,  and  also  the  ancient  road  leading  over  Uie  river, 
denote  this  hill  to  have  been  the  most  likely  spot  for  this  for- 
tress. The  great  variety  of  Roman  coins  dug  up  within  this 
district  confirms  this  supposition.  There  are  so  few  aooounta 
in  early  history  respecting  this  castle,  that  it  would  be  nugatory 
to  search  for  remains  of  the  buildings,  or  attempt  to  aacartain 
what  kind  of  military  works  might  hare  been  here  in  the  time 
of  the  Saxons.  When  the  Danes  besieged  Rochester,  in  885, 
there  must  have  been  a  citadel  of  importance,  the  inbabitaata 
having  been  enabled  to  resist  their  attacks  till  they  were  relieved 
by  Alfred.  William  the  Conqueror  is  supposed  by  some  to  have 
erected  a  new  castle;  by  others  it  is  believed  that  he  only 
enlarged  what  belonged  to  the  Saxons.  It  could  not  have  bees 
a  very  strong  hold,  for  when  in  possession  of  Odo  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  who  had  revolted  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
William  Rufus,  it  was  soon  reduced;  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  king,  not  finding  it  so  defensive  a  post  as  his  father 
bad  imagined,  resolved  upon  constructing  an  entire  new  edifice. 
Gundulph  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  had  been  employed  by 
William  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  White  Tower  ot 
London,  agreed,  after  some  hesitation,  to  become  the  architect. 
That  the  keep  or  great  tower  was  erected  by  this  celebrated 
prelate,  is  little  doubted,  and  it  has  hitherto  been  always  called 
by  his  name. 

The  skill  and  ingenuity  exercised  in  the  construction  of  this 
edifice  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  ingenious  con- 
trivances that  secured  the  entrance.  There  was  a  passage 
through  a  smaller  tower  into  the  k^p,  after  ascending  a  flight  of 
steps  that  were  carried  partly  round  two  of  the  fronts  of  the 
castle,  and  descended  on  the  first  landing  place  by  a  strong 
arch,  under  which  hung  a  massy  gate  and  a  drayvhiidge.    The 
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entrance  into  the  vestibule  or  the  saiell  tower  had   likewise  a 

itron^  gate  and   portcullis ;    and  at  the   portal  of   the  great 

tower,  there  was  also  another  gnte  and  portcullia.     Thia  latter 

nt  the  base,  and  the  walls  in  general 

c.     The  apartments  of  the  keep  are 

)  to  bottom.     In  this  partition  wall 

:h  a  comtaunication  was  opened  Trom 

icre  was  also  a  well  in  the  centre  of 

floor  was  supplied  with  water;  its 

inbhes.     On  the  north  side  of  the 

s  into  a  vault  under  the  entrance 

n  the  north-east  angle  is  a  winding 

I  rom  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the 

tower;  the  ascent  is  not  difficult,   though  the  steps  have  fallen 

to  decay.     In  the  south-east  angle  is  another  staircase,  winding 

to  the  top  of  the  tower,  having  also  communication  with  every 

room.     There  were  no  windows  on  the  ground  floor,  and  very 

few  loop  holes,   and  those  extremely  small;  their  structure  whs 

inch,  that  a  firebrand  thrown  in  could  do  very  little  mischief, 

because,  when  dropped,  it  must  have  fallen  directly  nnder  the 

■rch,  throogh  which  each  loophole  was  approached  from  within ; 

nor  could  an  arrow  strike  an  individual,  except  he  was  acci- 

dentilly  at  the  loophole.     The  apartments  of  state  were  on  the 

KGond  floor  ;  the  rooms,  twenty-eight   feet  high,  separated  by 

cylindrical  columns,  which  supported  four  round  arches,  richly 

omamented  with  zigzag  mouldings.      Ascending  to  the  next 

floor,  about  midway,  was  a  narrow  arched  passage  or  gallery,  in 

ihe  main  wall,  quite  round  the  tower,  presenting  the  remains  of 

in  arch,  which  appears  to  shew  the  ancient  vestige  of  a  chapel. 

the  height  of  104  feet,  having  at  the 

feet  high,  with  embrasures.     After  the 

his  was  no  longer  a  del^nsible  fortress, 

ig  dark  and   dreary,  alike  un6t  fur  a 

e.     It  was.  nevertheless,  preserved  in 

the  reign  of  James  I.,  since  which  it 

g  to  unregarded  decay. 

lit  in  the  angles  and  sides  of  the  castle 

I   ptrticular,  to  have  been  a  large  one 

St  the  north  angle,  which   was  a  great  security  to  the  bridge; 

near  this  tower  is  a  long  opening  in  the  wall  from  the  bottom 
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to  the  top,  suppOBed  to  have  been  used  Tor  the  secret  conveyance 
of  necessaries  from  the  river  into  the  castle.  In  the  south-east 
angleof  the  wall  there  was  another  tower,  which,  from  the  number 
of  loopholes,  seems  to  have  been  designed  to  annoy  an  enemy 
who  had  succeeded  in  an  attack  upon  the  south  gate  of  the 
city.  At  a  little  distance  are  steps  of  descent  to  Bully,  or 
Boleyhill;  and  while  the  castle  was  in  force,  there  possibly 
might  have  been  a  postern  gate  to  this  part  of  the  outwarks. 

From  the  many  urns  and  lachrymatories  found  on  Boley  bill, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  it  was  a  burial  place  of  the  Romans, 
when  stationed  at  Rochester.  It  is  supposed,  and  with  great 
probability,  by  several  historians,  that  the  wound  on  the  south 
side  was  cast  up  by  the  Danes,  when  they  besieged  the  city  in 
885. 

Henry  I.,  in  his  27th  year,  granted,  with  the  consent  of  his 
barons,  to  the  church  of  Canterbury,  William  archbishop  of 
that  see,  and  his  successors,  the  custody  of  the  castle  of 
Rochester,  for  ever,  with  liberty  to  build  a  fort  and  tower.  In 
the  next  reign  of  Kin^  Stephen,  the  archbishop  having  sworn 
allegiance  to  the  EmpresR  Matilda,  the  castle  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  friends  of  the  king;  and  it  is  most  probable 
that  William  de  Ipre,  carl  of  Kent,  had  the  custody  of  the 
same,  for  when  Robert  earl  of  Gloucest  r,  natural  son  of 
Henry  I.,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  and  given  in  charge 
to  the  earl  of  Kent,  he  was  by  him  sent  close  prisoner  to  this 
fortress.  Henry  de  Ipre  being  banititied  the  kingdom,  Henry  II. 
gave  the  earldom  of  Kent,  and  the  castle  of  Rochester,  to 
Philip  earl  of  Flanders,  but  the  young  king  dying,  the  earl 
never  possessed  himself  of  either. 

King  John,  in  his  3d  year,  is  said  to  have  restored  this  castle 
to  Hubert  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  whom  it  continued 
till  (he  17th  year  of  his  reign,  when  the  king  required  of  him, 
by  writ,  its  restoration  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  archbishop's 
acquiescence  with  those  demnnds.  the  discontented  barons  con- 
trived to  gain  possession  of  the  place,  and  committed  it  to  the 
custody  of  William  de  Albini,  a  valiant  and  expert  commander; 
when  the  king  marched  thither,  invested  the  castle,  and  carried 
on  a  vigorous  siege  for  the  space  of  three  months,  upon  which, 
the  governor  finding  no  hope  of  relief,  the  outward  walls 
being  thrown  down  and  their  provisions  exhausted,  surrendered 
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■t  diwretion.  The  following  year,  Lonis,  son  of  the'  king  of 
France,  being  invited  over  to  the  assistance  of  the  baronB,  landed 
It  Sandwich,  marched  hither  with  his  army,  and  invested  the 
cutle,  which  having  previously  Buffered  so  considerably,  was 
Kon  reduced.  In  the  10th  of  Henry  III.,  Hubert  de  Burgh 
was  constable  of  Rochester  castle ;  and  in  the  42d  year  of  the 
lame  reign,  Nicholas  de  MoeU  was  made  sheriff  of  Kent,  and 
governor  of  the  castles  of  Rochester  and  Canterbury. 

In  1264,  being  the  49th  year  of  the  same  king,  he  greatly 
incieased  the  fortifications  at  Rochester  casde,  and  committed 
it  to  the  custody  of  Roger  de  Leyborne  as  chief  constable,  when 
it  was  furnished  with  men,  arms,  and  provisions,  sufficient  to 
toitain  a  siege.  Shortly  after,  Simon  earl  of  Leicester,  one  of 
the  coofederated  barons,  marched  with  a  numerous  army  into 
Kent,  to  besiege  this  caslle,  who,  on  arriving  at  the  western 
banks  of  the  Medway,  found  his  passage  over  the  bridge  dis- 
pnted,  and  a  pallisade  and  breastwork  thrown  up  on  the  opposite 
side,  well  defended.  Wherefore,  having  sent  Gilbert  de  Clare 
to  attack  the  south  side  of  the  town,  the  eari  in  person  assaulted 
the  bridge,  hut  was  twice  repulsed  by  the  citizens ;  at  length, 
irith  the  assistance  of  vessels  loaded  with  combustibles,  he  set 
fire  to  the  bridge  and  tower  thereon,  both  of  wood ;  when, 
during  the  confusion  thereby  caused,  he  passed  the  river,  and 
attacked  the  besieged  with  such  vigor,  that  he  entered  the 
place,  destroyed  the  church  and  what  was  left  of  the  priory; 
Roger  de  Leyborne  having  before  burnt  down  all  the  suburbs, 
as  also  part  of  that  edifice.  After  this,  theearl  made  a  furious 
assault  on  the  castle,  and  became  master  of  every  part,  except 
the  great  lower,  which  was  so  bravely  defended  by  the  constable, 
that  after  seven  days*  close  siege,  being  nearly  taken,  the  earl 
suddenly  raised  the  siege,  and  returned  to  London. 

In  the  '2d  of  Edward  1.  Robert  de  Hougham  died  constable 
of  this  castle,  and  the  year  following  Robert  de  Septvans  had 
custody  of  the  same.  Sir  John  de  Cobham  was  also  constable 
in  the  middle  of  the  above  reign,  and  in  the  33d  of  the  same 
prince,  a.d.  1304,  Stephen  de  Dene  was  constable  of  Rochester 
castle. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  III.  William  Skarlett  was  constable  { 
in  the  I8th  of  the  same  monarch  Sir  John  Cobham  filled  that 
poati  in  the  33d  of  the  above  reign  John  lord  Grey,  of  Codaor, 
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w&»  made  conBtabte  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Rocheatef ,  for 
life }  and  Jolin  de  Newtrun  was  constable  in  the  2d  of 
Richard  II.  in  the  2d  of  Henry  V.  William  Criol,  or  Keriel, 
died  governor  of  thit  caetle,  in  which  oflSce  he  was  euceeeded  by 
Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  who  held  it  at  his  death  in  the  Ilthof 
Edward  IV.,  when  he  repaired  the  walls  of  the  fortress  and 
city,  which  seem  to  hare  been  the  last  repairs  they  ever  under- 
went. In  the  next  century  the  castle  became  of  little  import- 
ance ;  the  chief  part  was  auSered  to  fall  to  ruins,  in  which  state 
it  still  remains.  Some  years  ago  the  materials  of  the  great 
tower  were  offered  for  sale,  but  the  charge  of  separating  and 
polling  down  the  stonework  was  so  heavy,  that  no  person  would 
undertake  it  upon  any  terms. 

The  property,  or  fee-Bimple  of  the  castle  of  Rochester,  after 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  vested  among  the  manors  of  the  crown, 
till  James  I.,  in  his  10th  year,  grnnted  them,  with  all  the  ser* 
vices  belonging  thereto,  to  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  since  which 
the  whole  has  continued  in  the  same  line  of  ownership  as  Ihatof 
Swanscombe  manor,  to  Robert  Child,  esq.,  who  died  in  1783, 
when  his  widow,  under  the  will  of  her  husband,  possessed  it. 
She  afterwards  married  Francis  lord  Ducie,  and  died  in  1793, 
when  it  remained  vested  in  truatees  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Child. 

Large  parcels  of  land  are  held  of  the  castle  of  Rochester,  the 
tenure  of  which  is  perfect  castle-guard.  On  St.  Andrew'sday, 
(old  style,)  a  banner  used  to  be  hung  out  at  the  residence  of  the 
receiver  of  the  rents,  and  every  tenant  who  did  not  then  dis- 
charge his  proper  rent,  was  liable  to  have  the  amount  doubled 
on  the  return  of  every  tide  of  the  river,  so  long  as  it  should 
remain  unliquidated.  The  services  of  caslle  guard  have  been 
long  since  converted  into  annual  rents  of  money. 

Within  the  last  twelve  months  considerable  improvements 
have  taken  place  in  the  environs  of  the  venerable  tower  of 
Rochester  caslle,  which  were  eflL>cted  by  a  public  subscription 
of  jff700,  the  residue  of  the  sum  required  to  complete  this  desi- 
rable purpose  having  been  furnished  by  the  munificence  of 
Samuel  Baker,  esq.,  the  present  proprietor.  The  whole  circuit 
of  the  keep  now  presents  a  beautiful  garden,  most  tastefully 
laid  out  in  serpentine  walks,  and  a  luxuriant  shrubbery,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  inhabifanls  of  the  city  of  Rochester. 
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Althoagh  there  is  no  mention  of  a  bbidgB  at  Rochester  till 
Um  reign  of  Henry  I.;  it  certainly  appears,  ftom  kncient  manu- 
■cripts,  such  a  structure  did  exist,  as  Ernulphus,  bishop  of 
Rochester,  in  the  16th  year  of  that  reign,  who  collected  the 
records  contained  in  the  Textut  Roffeniit,  has  inserted  several 
regolations  for  the  repturs  of  Rochester  bridge,  apparently  as 
ancient  customs  in  his  days. 

Lambarde,  in  his  Perambulations,  has  given  us  three  exlracls 
from  manuscripts,  concerning  this  bridge ;  one  from  an  ancient 
record  in  Christ  chnrch*  Canterbury,  and  the  others  in  tba 
Saxon  and  Latin  tongues,  from  the  Textus  Rt^ensU,  before 
(oeatiMiad. 

These  records  do  not  much  differ  from  each  other ;  they  cOQ- 
lain  a  carious  account  of  the  bridge,  the  number  of  its  piers, 
the  materials  with  which  it  was  built,  and  the  method  whereby 
it  was  kept  in  repair. 

It  thence  appears  that  the  ancient  bridge  was  composed  of 
wood,  and  consisted  of  nine  piers,  which  made  ten  intermediate 
tpaces  in  the  length  of  the  bridge,  and  from  one  end  to  the 
other  was  about  twenty-six  rods  and  a  half,  equal  to  431  feet, 
which  correspond  nearly  to  the  present  breadth  of  the  river, 
where  this  bridge  stood,  in  a  direct  line  with  the  High  street  of 
Rochester,  and  that  of  Strood. 

The  owners  of  the  manors  and  lands  chaiigeable  with  the 
Rpairs  of  this  bridge,  were  used,  by  ancient  custom,  to  elect 
two  men  from  among  themselves,  to  be  wardens  or  overseers  of 
ibe  repairs,  at  which  time  there  was  a  wooden  tower  erected  on 
the  bridge,  with  strong  gates,  probably  near  the  east  end,  osed 
as  a  fortification  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

The  first  mention  of  this  structure  in  our  English  historians 
sppears  in  Stow's  Annals,  who  writes  that  when  King  John,  in 
the  17th  of  his  reign,  besieged  and  took  Rochester  castle,  he 
attempted  to  burn  the  bridge,  but  Robert  Fitzwalter  put  out  the 
fire,  and  saved  the  fabric. 

la  1281  a  sudden  thaw  swept  several  of  the  piers  away,  and 
coiisiilerably  damaged  the  rest,  in  which  state  the  bridge  conti- 
nued in  1293,  when  it  was  so  broken  and  out  of  repair,  that  the 
people  were  obliged  to  pass  tlie  river  in  boats. 

After  being  continoslly  repaired,  in  1347  this  bridge  was 
fooud  to  be  too  old,  and  badly  constructed  for  the  depth  of  the 
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river,  and  th«  rapidity  or  the  atream,  when  it  wat  resolved  that 
a  new  Tabric  should  be  erected  of  stone,  which  noble  and  useful 
work,  as  before  observed,  was  completed  about  the  l&th  of 
Richard  II.,  by  Sir  Robert  KnoIIes  and  Sir  John  de  Cobham. 

The  passage  over  Rochester  bridge,  as  originally  constructed, 
was  extremely  narrow,  subsequent  reparations  having  enlarged 
it  by  the  widths  now  appropriated  on  either  side  for  foot  pas- 
sengers. The  space  at  present  occupied  by  the  arch  in  the 
centre,  formerly  csnsisted  of  two  small  arches,  the  central  pas- 
sage in  question  having  been  completed  about  nine  or  ten  years 
back,  thus  affording  much  greater  facilities  for  traffic  above  the 
bridge,  as  formerly  nothing  but  very  small  craft  could  pass  to 
and  fVo. 

The  foundation  of  the  see  of  Rochester  is  ascribed  to 
Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  who  was  persuaded  to  perform  this 
pious  action  by  Augustine,  styled  the  apostle  of  Britain,  and 
first  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  same  monarch  erected  a 
cathedral  church  here,  and  conferred  the  episcopal  dignity  od 
Justus,  a  prelate  of  eminent  talent  and  moral  worth,  in  604. 
The  edifice  erected  by  this  munificent  monarch  was  not  of  long 
duration,  as  a  new  church  was  erected  by  Oundulph,  promoted 
to  this  diocese  in  1077,  who  continued  therein  till  his  death, 
which  happened  in  March  1107.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he 
bad  completed  the  buildings  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  but 
there  are  several  parts  of  the  present  fabric  unquestionably  of 
his  construction  ;  the  beautiful  west  door  has  been  attributed  to 
him,  and  the  style  of  its  sculpture  shows  it  could  not  be  the 
work  of  a  much  later  period.  It  has  a  semicircular  arch,  agree- 
able to  the  early  Norman  style,  with  several  members,  unfortu- 
nately much  mutilated,  containing  a  great  variety  of  ornaments. 
Beneath  the  crown  is  the  figure  of  our  Saviour,  sitting  on  a 
ti)rone,  with  a  book  open  in  his  left  hand,  resting  on  his  knee, 
the  right  hand  raised  in  the  attitude  of  blessing ;  but  the  hand 
is  broken  off,  as  likewise  the  head,  though  the  nimbus,  or  glory, 
is  discernible.  On  either  side  is  an  angel,  with  the  symbols  of 
the  Gvangehsts.  On  the  north  side  of  the  door  is  the  statue  of 
King  Henry  I.,  and  on  the  south  that  of  Matilda  his  queeii. 
Henry  was  present  at  the  dedication  of  this  cathedral  by  Arch- 
bishop Corboil,  on  Muy  11,  1130,  and  afterwards  a  benefactor 
to  the  neighbouring  priory;   Bishop  Gundulph  had  been  con- 
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fesaor  to  that  qneen.  In  a  niche  of  the  west  front  of  the  north- 
west tower  of  the  lure,  is  a  very  anoieDt  episcopal  figure, 
sUnding  upon  a  shrine,  designed,  as  it  is  supposed,  for 
Oondulph.  In  1763  the  old  tower  was  taken  down  ;  the  statue 
wu  an  oroameot  of  that  tower,  but  placed  in  the  north  side, 
being  the  gote  of  entrance  from  the  city  into  the  precincts. 
The  cathedral  is  entered  by  a  descent  of  several  steps,  and  its 
dimensions  are  as  follow :  from  the  west  door,  to  the  stepa 
leadjng  op  to  the  choir,  160  feet,  and  thence  to  the  east  wall  of 
the  chancel,  156  feet ;  total,  306  feet.  The  east  transept  is  in 
length,  from  north  to  south,  90  feet. 

In  the  original  plan  of  Gundulph's  church  thjere  was  a  tower 
over  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  choir,  whereon  was  afterwards 
raised  a  low  octagonal  spire,  which,  being  in  danger  of  falUng, 
was  rebuilt  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sloane,  architect  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  in  1749.  There  are  six  bells  in  the.tower,  and 
its  height  is  156  feet. 

The  choir  was  raised  from  the  offerings  at  the  tomb  of 
William,  a  charitable  Scotch  baker,  who  was,  by  some  crafty 
monk,  converted  into  a  martyr  and  saint ;  because,  while  tra- 
velling towards  the  Holy  Land,  he  wae  unfortunately  robbed 
and  murdered  by  his  servant,  near  Rochester.  From  the  en- 
trance of  the  choir  to  the  eastern  extremity,  the  style  of  the 
building  has  a  uniform  character,  and  presents  a  curious  speci- 
aen  of  the  early,  &ig^isb,  or  pointed  mode  of  architecture.  In 
1743  and  1743,  very  considerable  alterations  were  made  in  the 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sloane ;  new  pews  erected, 
the  partition  walla  wainscoted,  and  the  pavement  Uid  with 
BreuieD  and  Portland  stone ;  the  choir  was  new  furnished,  and 
the  episcopal  throne  erected.  The  altar-piece,  of  Norway  oak, 
ti  plain  and  neat.  £50  were  givoi  towards  ornamenting  this 
part  of  the  church,  by  Dr.  Herring,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
who  was  many  yean  dean  of  this  cathedral.  There  was  then 
ooly  a  panel  of  wainscot  in  the  middle,  in  which  was  fixed  a 
U^e  piece  of  rich  velvet  in  a  frame,  el^antly  carved  and  gilt. 
This  was  removed  some  years  ago,  and  the  altar*piece  is  now 
decorated  with  a  picture  of  the  angels  appearing  to  the  shep- 
herds, by  Mr.  West.  There  are  three  elegant  stone  seats  ad- 
joining the  south  wall  of  the  chancel,  similar  stalls  still  subsist- 
ing in  the  chancels  of  many  parochial,  as  well  as  cathedral  and 
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coll^ate  churches,  wliich  were  doubtless  for  the  convenience  of 
ecclesiastics  of  high  rank,  used  by  the  officiating  clergy  during 
the  celebration  of  mass.  In  the  front  of  the  stalls  are  three 
shields  of  arms ;  on  the  first,  those  of  the  see  of  Rochester ;  the 
centre,  the  arms  of  Christ  church,  Canterbury  ;  while  it  is  sup- 
posed  that  the  third  shield  is  emblazoned  with  the  arms  of  the 
prior  and  convent  of  St.  Andrew,  who  was  tutelar  saint  of 
Rochester  cathedral. 

At  the  east  end  of  this  structure  are  numerous  ancient  mo- 
numents, among  which  the  following  require  notice  :  a  etooe 
chest,  with  a  figure  in  pontifical  robes,  assigned  to  Bishop 
Laurence  de  St.  Martin,  who  died  in  1274 ;  a  shrine-like  mo- 
nument, supposed  to  be  that  of  Gilbert  de  Glanville,  who  died 
in  1214;  the  tomb  of  Bishop  Thomas  de  Inglethorp,  who  died 
May  12,  1291,  though  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  he  might 
not  be  deposited  in  a  more  eastern  cenotaph.  At  the  foot  of 
the  steps  leading  to  the  communion-table  are  two  lar^  slabs, 
having  formerly  had  brasses,  representing  the  HTure  of  a  bishop 
under  a  rich  canopy;  a  similar  gravestone  appears  near  the 
•rreat  west  door,  and  two  more  in  the  south  transept  of  the  nave. 
There  is  a  chapel  called  after  St.  Edmund,  behind  the  south 
wall  of  the  choir,  though  the  altar  erected  to  his  honour  was 
fixed  in  the  undercroft. 

In  1826,  when  some  reparations  were  effecting  in  the  choir, 
was  discovered  the  figure  of  Bishop  Walter  de  Shepey,  who 
flourished  early  in  the  13th  century,  the  face  and  robes  being 
coloured,  and  as  brilliant  as  if  issued  that  moment  from  the 
bands  of  the  limner.  >  This  effigy  is  now  carefully  preserved, 
and  forms  one  of  the  most  curious  objects  in  the  choir  of  Ro- 
chester cathedral. 

There  was  a  common  passage  through  the  chapel,  for  the 
monks,  from  the  north  cloister  into  the  church,  and  the  arch  of 
the  door  of  communication  is  still  discernible.  In  the  partitioa 
wall  of  the  choir  is  a  stone  cheat,  and  upon  it  a  figure  of  Pur- 
beck  marble,  pontifically  habited,  lying  under  a  canopy, 
curiously  ornamented,  and  terminating  pyramidicaJly.  The 
bead  is  entirely  gone,  and  in  its  place  is  a  flat  stone,  la  the 
left  hand  is  part  of  a  crosier,  only  the  fore  finger  of  the  right 
band  remaining,  holding,  to  all  appearance,  a  book-  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  tomb  of  Bishop  Bradfield.  who  died  April  23, 
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1283.  Tbe  conjecture  is.  that  there  was  originally  a  south 
■JBle  of  the  same  width  with  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  choir, 
and  that  the  wall  might  have  been  continued  to  the  east 
transept.'  Traces  of  such  a  wall  appear  by  the  steps  into 
the  undercroft,  and  in  what  now  serves  for  the  minor  canon's 
wstry. 

Against  the  south  wall  is  a  stone  chest,  raised  about  a  foot 
above  tbe  pavement,  and  another  of  the  same  size  was  removed 
lome  years  back.  They  had  antique  crosses  upon  them,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  forced  open.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
persons,  who,  about  the  year  1645,  defaced  and  pillaged  the 
tombs  in  this  church,  found  in  one  of  these  coffins  a  crucifix 
and  a  ring. 

In  the  south  transept  is  a  richly  ornamented  door-case, 
forming  the  entrance  into  tbe  present  chapter-house,  vaed  for  a 
library,  but  formerly  the  grand  door  of  communication  between 
(he  church  and  chapter-house  of  the  priory  in  solema  proces- 
sions. The  moulding  of  the  arch  of  entrance  into  the  north 
cloister  is  still  to  be  seen,  supposed  to  have  been  executed  about 
theHth  century.  Thiselegantpiece  ofsculpturehadbeen  much 
defaced,  and  injudiciouslycovered  with  whitewash  that  disguises 
its  beauties.  The  royal  figures  on  each  side,  supported  by  bustos,  . 
like  those  on  the  sides  of  the  f^reat  west  door,  are  intended  to 
represent  Henry  I.  and  Matilda  his  queen ;  the  scroll  in  the 
kino's  right  band  having  a  reference  to  his  new  grants,  and  Acts 
of  conflrmation  of  former  rights  and  privileges;  and  the  church 
b  his  left,  to  his  being  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  cathe- 
dra). The  queen  holds  a  book,  or  scroll,  in  her  hand.  Above, 
on  either  side,  are  two  figures,  seated  in  episcopal  habits,  sup- 
posed to  represent  Gundulph,  Ernulph,  Laurence  de  St.  Martin,' 
and  Hamo  de  Hethe. 

The  north-east  transept  was  formerly  separated  from  the  choir 
by  a  screen  of  wood,  with  Gothic  arches.  The  northern  part 
of  this  transept  used  to  be  visited  by  devotees  without  number, 
before  the  Reformation,  because  St.  William,  from  whom  it  de- 
rived its  appellation,  was  enshrined  therein.  Thetomb  ascribed 
to  him  consists  of  a  large  coffin,  of  Petworth  marble,  and 
adjoins  the  north  wall,  near  a  door  leading  up  to  an  apartment 
over  the  east  end,  called  theTreasnry.  The  middle  window,  at 
the  shrine  of  St.  Wilbam,  was  given  by  Hubert  de  Burgh,  jus- 
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ticiary  of  England  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  Tbe  window  thaa 
described,  is  said  not  to  be  either  of  the  central  windows  now 
extant,  bat  a  window  that  was  under  them.  The  atone  frame 
may  be  seen  in  the  wall  yrithout  the  church.  To  the  west  of 
tbe  shrine  is  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Walter  de  Merton, 
founder  of  tbe  college  at  Oxford,  which  bears  his  name :  he 
died  October  37,  1277,  being  drowned  in  passing  a  river,  of  the 
depth  of  which  be  was  unfortunately  unawares.  He  is  the 
earliest  prelate  of  the  see  of  Rochester,  whose  place  of  burial 
can  be  accurately  ascertained  by  his  tomb<  The  original  mo- 
nument  was  constructed  at  Limoges,  in  France,  where  the  art 
of  enamelling  chiefly  flourished,  then  a  common  mode  of  oout- 
menting  sumptuous  tombs.  The  expense  of  constructing  it, 
and  the  carriage  from  Limoges  to  Rochester,  was  £&1  14  6. 
This  tomb  was  almost  entirely  destroyed  at  the  Reformation, 
and  a  new  and  elegant  monument  erected  in  1598,  at  tbe  expeaae 
of  the  master  and  fellows  of  Merton  College.  It  was  repaired 
in  1662,  and  cleaned  and  beautified  in  1772,  by  the  same 
learned  body.  From  thia  prelate  the  chapel  baa  acquired  the 
appellation  of  Merton  cbapel.  Opposite  is  a  monumeat  in 
memory  of  Bishop  Lowe,  who  died  September  30,  1467.  Itis 
still  in  good  preservation,  and  the  oldest  monament  in  the 
church  with  a  legible  inscription.  At  the  west  end,  within  a 
shield  held  up  by  an  angel,  are  tbe  family  arms  of  the  bishois 
empaled  with  the  arms  of  the  see  of  Rochester,  placed  on  the 
sinister  side.  At  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  to  the  north,  is  a 
beautiful  tomb  of  white  and  black  marble,  in  memory  of  Bishop 
Warner,  who  died  in  1666,  having  been  the  last  prelate  of  the 
see  interred  in  this  cathedral.  His  munificent  endowment  of 
Bromley  college,  for  the  support  of  twenty  widows  of  clergymen, 
is  the  most  honourable  memorial  entailed  on  the  name  of  this 
prelate. 

From  this  chapel  is  a  descent  into  the  porth  aisle  by  several 
steps,  much  worn  ;  a  proof  of  the  great  resort  to  the  shrine  of 
St.  Willirtni.  Against  the  wall  of  tbe  choir  is  an  altar  toml^ 
placed  under  a  low  canopied  arch,  and  above,  a  mutilated  angel, 
holding  a  scroll.  It  has  been  assigned  to  Bishop  Haymo  de 
Hethe,  who  died  in  1362.  When  the  north  Uansept  of  the 
nave  was  building,  it  was  termed  the  New  Work  towards  St. 
William's  gate.     This  gate  was  placed  opposite  the  north  door, 
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UiTOugh  which  tvns  mi  entrance  into  the  High  street,  wbera 
iDcieBtly  Btood  the  gate  of  the  priory. 

We  caonot  quit  oor  notice  of  this  Cathedral  without  obBerving 
that  the  west  front  and  nave  are  entitled  to  deliberate  examina- 
tion. In  those  parts  of  the  structure  we  contemplate  august 
specimens  of  the  Anglo-Norman  style  of  architecture,  practised 
byeneof  the  mnst  able  builders  of  the  11th  century.  The 
semicircular  and  stately  arches,  the  ponderous  columns,  and  the 
geDeral  simplicity  of  design,  act  as  a  fine  scbooi  of  information 
for  the  student  of  architectural  antiquities.  The  sculptured 
effigies,  which  adorn  the  pillara  of  the  ^eat  west  door,  are 
instances  unparalleled  of  the  ap[dieationof  the  Norman  chisel  to 
the  representaiion  of  siatues,  not  emblematioal  of  scriptural 
character,  and  yet  free  from  grotesque  or  indelicate  allusions. 

From  the  foundation  of  the  priory  of  Rochester  to  its  dis- 
solation.  under  Henry  VIII.,  there  were  forty  priors,  of  whom, 
Ordowintu  was  the  first,  having  been  appointed  to  witness  the 
charter  of  its  foundation  on  the  20th  of  September,  1089.  The 
lant  prior  was  ffalter  Boxley  ;  Kenry  Vlll,,  in  hisSlstyear, 
baring  granted  a  commission  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
George  lord  Cobham,  ^nd  others,  to  receive  the  surrender  of  this 
priory ;  which  instrument  was  dated  the  8th  of  April,  1540. 

Walter  Boxlof,  the  last  prior,  as  above  mentioned,  on  the 
surrender,  was,  by  the  foundation  charter  of  the  new  dean  and 
^apter,  under  date  June  18,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  Vlll.,  ap- 
pointed first  dean  by  his  family  name  of  PhiUipt.  Any 
person  who  assuuied  the  monastic  habit  under  the  Catholic 
rtgime^  was  accustomed  to  take  the  name  of  his  birthplace, 
and  Boxley  having  been  that  of  Walter  Phillips,  he  had  been 
so  denominated  by  the  monks  of  the  priory;  he  died  a.d.  1570. 

The  priory  of  Rochester  was  vslued  at  £486  1 1  6,  yearly 
income,  the  whole  of  which  devolved  to  the  king,  who  founded 
the  cathedral  church  within  th«  precincts  of  this  priory.  In 
the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  that  monarch  granted  his  dotation 
tharter,  sealed  on  the  20th  of  June  following.  On  the  4th  of 
July,  the  king  granted  a  commission,  to  Geoi^e  lord  Cobham. 
and  others,  setting  forth  that  he  had  lately  founded  the  cathe- 
dral charch,  in  the  site  and  place  of  the  late  pnory  at  Rochester, 
and  gave  them  authority  to  repair  thither  immediately,  and,  as 
ihey  should  think  fit,  allot  the  whole,  and  assign  to  the  dean 
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and  caucus  separate  stalls  in  the  choir,  with  lodgments,  tables, 
&c.  By  the  above  charter,  Henry  VHI.  reserved  to  himself 
and  his  successors  the  right  o(  nominating  the  dean  and  pre- 
bendaries. 

We  have  now  to  remark  that,  after  the  Dissolution,  the  site 
of  the  priory  became  a  scene  of  devastation  and  confusion ;  the 
buildings  were  large,  irregular,  and  ruinous,  and  even  a  century 
after,  in  the  great  rebellion,  A.n.  1647,  they  were  reported  as 
being  in  a  decayed  state,  at  which  time  the  church  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  much  better,  as  Archbishop  Laud,  in  his 
return  of  the  state  of  this  diocese,  in  1633,  says  "  that  the 
cathedral  suffered  much  for  want  of  glass  in  the  windows." 
About  nine  years  afterwards  it  was  considerably  injured  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fury  of  the  rebel  soldiers,  under  Colonel  Sandys, 
who,  having  plundered  the  edifice,  broke  every  thing  in  pieces, 
made  use  of  the  structure  as  a  drinking  house,  baring  also  con- 
verted the  body  of  the  church  to  the  purposes  of  a  carpenter's 
shop. 

After  the  Restoration,  dean  Hardy  took  infinite  pains  to  have 
the  whole  restored,  which  was  effected  by  means  of  the  bene- 
factions of  the  gentry  of  the  county,  together  with  £7000  added 
by  the  dean  and  chapter.  Notwithstanding  this,  time  and 
neglect  had  so  corroded  the  building,  that  the  pnssibility  of  its 
preservation  was  much  feared;  every  endeavour  was,  never- 
theless, used  to  secure  it  from  ruin,  the  exterior  was  repaired, 
and  the  inside  beautified,  and,  being  now  kept  extremely  clean, 
the  fabric  presents  a  very  beautiful  appearance. 

The  great  tower  of  this  cathedral,  with  the  east  and  west 
windows,  and  the  south-west  end,  have  all  been  recently 
rebuilt  or  cased  by  —  Codrington,  esq.,  the  architect  of  Great 
Queen  street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  in  a  style  suited  to  the  rest 
of  this  venerable  ecclesiastical  structure. 

At  the  south-west  corner  of  the  precincts  of  the  cathedral, 
bishop  Gundulph  separated  a  portion  of  ground,  as  a  habitation 
for  himself  and  successors,  and  though  there  is  no  mention  of 
a  palace  for  near  eighty  years  after  his  death,  we  have  good 
reason  for  believing  that  be  built  one  at  the  time  he  re-edified 
the  church  and  priory.  In  what  situation  it  remained  till  the 
time  of  bishop  Lowe,  we  have  not  discovered,  but  he  appears 
to  have  rebuilt  it,  one  of  his  instruments  b^ng  dated  from  his 
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mew  palace,  at  Rochester,  a.d.  1459.  Whether  the  building 
was  not  sufficiently  substantial,  or  had  been  ueglected,  does  not 
appear;  it  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  cold  and  comfortleBs 
habitation,  for  when  bishop  Fisher  resided  here,  in  1624* 
Erasinua,  of  Rotterdam,  in  his  letters  of  that  year,  complains 
of  the  bishop's  want  of  attention  to  his  health,  by  residing  at 
this  palace;  adding  that  it  was  composed  of  such  thin  walls, 
the  air  found  entrance  through  every  crevice,  and  that  it  was 
neither  wainscoted  nor  floored,  having  only  a  brick  pavement,- 
Bishep  Fisher  was  the  last  learned  prelate  who  resided  here ; 
and  after  the  Reformation  which  soon  followed,  not  only. this 
mansion,  but  those  belonging  to  the  see  at  Hailing  and  Trottes- 
clive,  were  let  for  terms  of  years,  and  forsaken ;  the  palace  at 
Bromley,  in  Kent,  being  a  pleasanter  spot,  and  more  conveni- 
ent for  the  bishops  of  this  see-  The  building,  now  existing  on 
the  site  of  the  palace  at  Rochester,  was  erected  about  the 
middle  of  the  17(h  century,  and  by  the  bishop  leased  out  to 
tenants.  The  bishop's  court  for  the  trial  of  civil  causes,  and  a 
prison,  were  in  the  west  quarter  of  the  palace  precincts.  No 
debtors  have  been  confined  here  for  many  years,  the  practice 
of  the  court  not  being  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  sup- 
porting the  jurisdiction.  Bishop  Pearce,  in  1760,  erected  a 
Raster's  office,  in  what  used  to  be  the  Gaoler's  garden.  At  a 
very  short  distance  from  Min'or  Canon  row,  on  the  right  side, 
is  a  small  embattled  tower,  through  which  was  the  entrance 
into  the  cloister  of  the  priory.  Contiguous  were  the  refectory 
and  dormitory,  and  other  offices,  which  were  taken  down  at  the 
Dissolution.  Part  of  the  wall  of  the  cloister  is  still  standing, 
which,  together  with  the  remains  of  the  Chapter-house,  exhibit 
a  beaDtifui  series  of  Norman  arches  and  ornaments,  though 
now  greatly  mutilated. 

Thb  diocese  of  Rochester  is  the  smallest  of  any  in  this 
kingdom,  the  whole  being  situated  in  the  western  division  of 
the  county.  It  has  one  archdeacon,  and  contains  ninety-nine 
parishes,  included  in  the  deaneries  of  Rochester,  Mailing,  and 
Dartford. 

The  deanery  of  Shoreham,  though  properly  indeed  within 
this  diocese,  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop,  is  subject  to 
bis  immediatejurisdiclion. 

This  bishopric  is  not  only  distinguished  from  almost  every 
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Other  in  the  kingdom  by  the  Darrowncu  of  its  district,  bat  the 
BlenderneBs  of  its  revenues.  BeFore  the  Conquest,  the  salary 
was  not  a  Hufficient  maintenance  Tor  the  bishops,  who  were 
often  compelled  to  retire,  for  part  of  the  year,  to  some  of  their 
palaces  in  the  county,  with  a  few  domestics ;  nor  could  they 
afford  to  attend  the  Parliament  or  Council  at  any  distance  from 
London. 

In  bishop  Fisher's  time,  the  income  of  this  see  amounted 
only  to  £300 ;  and  in  the  king's  books  it  was  valued  at 
£358  4  OJ.  In  1559,  the  clear  annual  profiu  did  not  exceed 
£207  per  annum ;  and  we  believe  that  at  present  the  rental  of 
the  episcopal  see  of  Rochester  is  not  productive  of  more  than 
£600  per  annum. 

The  oysteb  pishebv  upon  this  river,  carried  on  in  the 
several  creeks  and  branches  ivithin  the  liberties  of  the  city  of 
Rochester,  for  the  conducting  of  which  there  is  a  company  of 
Free  Dredgetmen  established  by  prescription,  time  out  of  mind, 
it  subject  to  the  government  and  authority  of  the  mayor  and 
citizens. 

Several  persons  having  disputed  this  authority,  great  incon- 
veniences arose,  and  the  fishery  was  consequently  endangered ; 
to  prevent  this,  the  corporation  and  dredgermen  petitioned 
Parliament  for  relief,  in  the  2d  of  George  II.,  when  an  Act 
passed  for  the  better  ordering  and  governing  this  fishery,  for 
rendering  them  secure  under  the  protection  of  the  mayor  and 
citizens,  and  confirming  and  settling  their  power  and  jurisdic- 
tion over  that  and  the  free  dredgers  belonging  thereto.  By  the 
Act  in  question,  the  mayor  and  citizens  have  power,  once,  or 
ol^ner,  in  every  year,  to  bold  a  court  of  Admxrtdly,  to  which 
the  dredgers  are  summoned,  and  a  jury  is  appointed  li-om  among 
them,  which  possesses  the  power  to  make  rules  and  orders  for 
the  times  when  the  oyster-gronnds  shall  be  opened  and  shut, 
(the  former  of  which  is  generally  on  St.  James's  day,)  and  the 
quantity  of  oysters  which  shall  be  taken  on  each  day  of  dredg* 
ing,  and  also  for  the  preservation  of  the  brood  and  spat  of 
oysters.  Every  person  is  free  of  this  company  who  has  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years ;  but  every  perscm  catching 
oysters  in  this  river,  not  free  of  the  fishery,  is  termed  a  ea&fe 
hanger,  and  liable  to  such  penalty  as  the  mayor  and  citizens 
shall  think  fit  to  impose. 
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The  town  hall  of  Rochester  stands  on  the  north  side  or  the 
High  street,  and  was  erected  in  1687  ;  it  is  a  handsome  brick 
building,  supported  by  duplicated  columns  of  stone,  of  the 
Boric  order ;  and  the  area  beneath  was  paved  with  Purbeck 
stone,  at  the  expense  of  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne,  in  1706.  The 
entrance  into  the  hall  ia  by  a  spacious  staircase,  the  ceiling  of 
which  is  richly  ornamented,  as  is  aUo  that  of  the  hall,  with 
trophies  of  war,  fruits,  and  flowers ;  the  upper  end  is  adorned 
with  full-length  portraits  of  William  III.  and  Queen  Anne,  by 
Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  At  the  lower  end  are  portraits  of  Sit 
Cloudesley  Shovel,  Sir  John  Jennings,  Sir  Thomas  Colby,  Sir 
Joceph  Williamson,  and  Mr.  Watts.  Here  are  also  portraits  of 
Sir  John  Lake,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  and  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne, 
all  by  the  best  masters  uf  that  age.  The  public  business  con- 
cerning the  government  of  the  city  is  transacted  here,  .and  the 
judges  have  frequently  held  the  assizes  for  the  county  in  this 
edifice.  The  clock-house  was  erected  by  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel, 
ID  1706. 

At  a  small  distance  eastward,  and  directly  opposite  the 
college  gate,  is  ancient  Cheldegate  lane,  so  named  from  a  gate 
placed  there.  Near  the  spot  on  which  the  pump  stands,  in  the 
main  street,  was  anciently  the  com  cross  ;  at  a  little  distance 
on  the  left,  is  the  custom-house;  attached  to  which  is  the 
bouse  appointed  for  the  reception  of  six  poor  travellers.  The 
following  inscription,  placed  over  the  door,  shews  the  design  of 
this  charity :  "  Richard  Watts,  esq.  by  his  will,  dated  August 
22,  1570,  founded  this  charity  for  six  poor  travellers,  who  not 
being  rogues  or  proctors,  may  receive,  gratis,  for  one  night, 
lodging,  entertainment,  and  four  peace  each."  In  testimony 
of-  which  munificence,  and  in  honour  of  his  memory,  Nathaniel 
Bood,  esq.,  mayor,  caused  this  stone  to  be  renewed  and 
inscribed,  a.d.  1711.  For  the  support  of  this  charity,  Mr. 
Watts  left  an  estate,  then  valued  at  no  more  than  £36  per 
annum,  which  now  produces  a  yearly  income  of  upwards  of 
XIOOO.  By  his  will  be  ordered,  that  what  surplus  remained 
after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  should  be 
given  to  the  poor  of  Rochester.  In  consequence  of  which,  it 
is  paid  to  the  overseers  and  churchwardens  in  such  proportions, 
as  the  court  of  Chancery  has  decreed. 

At  no  great  distance,  on  the  same  side  of  the  strtiet,  is  the 
Ml.  IV.  X  X 
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free  school,  founded  by  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  Becretary  of 
state  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11. 

At  this  end  of  the  High  street  stood  the  East  gate.  By  tiie 
charter  of  Edward  IV.  a  licence  was  given  to  the  mayor  and 
citizens  to  build  upon  the  same,  for  the  use  and  profit  of  the 
city,  new  houses,  both  of  stone  and  wood;  part  of  which 
remained  when  the  houses  were  erected  opposite  the  free  school ; 
the  spacious  street  without  the  gate  hence  acquired  its  name. 
A  legacy  being  left  about  the  year  1529,  towards  the  repairs  of  a 
bridge  of  wood,  in  East  gate,  it  seems  that  the  tide  must  have 
occasionally  flowed  across  this  street.  A  new  road,  leading  to 
Canterbury,  opens  to  view  at  the  bottom  of  the  street,,  whence 
are  beautiful  prospects  of  the  Medway,  the  ordnancenjffice,  the 
dockyard,  the  guard  ships,  and  those  lying  in  ordinary. 

St.  Catherine's  hospital  was  founded  by  Simon  Potyn,  master 
of  the  Crown  Inn,  in  1316,  for  the  support  of  leprous  and 
diseased  persons;  it  is  now  the  habitation  of  twelve  poor  indi- 
viduals, who  have  separate  rooms,  being  found  in  coals  and 
candles,  and  also  receiving  an  annual  stipend. 

The  inhabitants  of  Rocliester,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  emula- 
tion,  highly  redounding  to  their  credit,  have  it  in  contemplation 
to  erect,  in  the  High  street  of  their  city,  a  building  intended 
for  Bcientiiic  purposes,  to  contain  a  lecture<room,  library, 
museum.  Sec.  The  society  is  actually  formed,  and  nothing 
required  but  the  structure,  the  site  of  which  is  partly  agreed 
upon.* 

Tray  Town,  standing  at  the  back  of  Rochester,  which  has 
sprung  up  within  the  last  thirty  years,  occupies  a  space  of 
ground  formerly  used  as  brick-fields.  It  is  in  St.  Margaret's 
parish,  within  the  liberty  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  and  derives 


•  About  nne  mile  from  Rochester,  on  ihe  riglit  of  ihe  road  leading  to 
Canterbury,  i*  a  mntbemntical  school,  goveroed  b]r  n  (nailer  >iid  tt*o  assii- 
tant!,  rounded  in  less.  In  this  aeminarj  100  pupils  may  be  nccommndated, 
who  leceive  everj  iiittruclion  necesinrj  lo  fit  lliem  for  cnmmercial  pursniti. 
The  sniarj  nf  the  head  teacher  ii  jCtOO,  the  second  matter,  jClIO,  and  tbe 
ihitH,  £80  per  annum. 

On  (he  mme  mad,  n  quaFter  of  n  mile  from  Rochester,  is  alio  a  classicil 
beniinarj,  KInMiihed  b;  a  eocjet;  of  gentlemen,  holding;  shares.  It  is  a  large 
mnnston,  stuccoed  in  front,  capable  of  containing  100  students,  and  is  attended 
bj  four  preceptor*. 
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Ha  Dame  from  a  perEon  connected  with  the  properly  and  original 
foundation  of  this  populous  district. 

The  city  of  Rochester  is  strongly  fortified  on  the  south  side, 
agreeable  to  the  modern  system  of  defence.  Fort  Pitt,  partly 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret  and  in  that  of  Chatham,  was 
erected  in  1803,  being  originally  intended  for  a  military  hos- 
pita].  In  1812,  Fort  Clarence  was  built,  a  little  to  the  west  of 
St.  Margaret's  church,  and  a  broad  deep  ditch,  extending  from 
the  rirer  to  the  Maidstone  road,  defended  by  a  rampart,  with 
cagematee  for  troops,  and  magazines  for  powder,  completed  at 
the  same  time.  These,  in  conjunction  with  Chatham  Lines,* 
are  considered  as  a  regular  series  of  fortified  positions,  com- 
manding the  river,  and  extending  from  Gillingbam  fort  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Medway,  above  Rochester  bridge. 

There  were  formerly  two  parishes  within  the  walls  of  this 
city,  those  of  Sts.  Clement's  and  Nicholas,  and  two  without 
the  walls,  Sts.  Mary  and  Margaret ;  of  which  there  remains 
oDiy  those  of  Sts.  Nicholas  and  Margaret. 

St. Clehemt's  parish  was  situated  in  the  western  parts  of 
the  city,  and  appears  to  have  extended  from  the  court  hall, 
westward,  to  the  river.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  walls  of 
this  church  is  still  remaining  at  the  entrance  from  the  High 
street,  into  the  lane  formerly  called  St.  Clement's,  but  now 
Horsewash  lane,  the  east  end,  or  chancel,  having  been  visible 
in  Mr.  Hasted's  time,  as  well  as  part  of  the  south  wall,  forming 
(he  frontage  of  three  dwellings,  almost  in  a  line  northward  from 
Bridge  lane;  while  the  north  wall  forms  the  backs  of  the 
houses  in  question.  The  width  of  the  church  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  above  forty  feet ;  there  were  a  row  of  pillars  and 
arches  extending  from  east  to  west,  at  about  fourteen  feet  from 
the  north  wall,  making  a  narrow  aisle;  two  of  the  pillars  and 
one  arch  are  still  existing  in  one  of  the  houses  above  mentioned* 
Adjoining  the  north  wall  of  the  church  was  the  churchyard, 
which,  in  1580,  had  become  private  property. 

This  church  was  a  rectory,  of  which  John  Hurrope  was  the 
last  rector,  wfao  died  in  1538,  when  this  parish  was  served  by 

*  On  ihe  eleraicH  position  CBlled  (he  Linct,  near  the  iiiiliur;  barracks,  ii 
ibt  r*cc  courM,  whence  jou  comrnuml  «  woiiderfiillji  fine  panoramic  vieiv  in 
tttij  directiun.     The   race*  at   ihii   |jlace  do   nol  present  an;   very  great 
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different  curates.  The  income  of  the  rectory  was  so  trifling, 
ns  to  be  united  to  the  adjoining  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  by  an 
Act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 

The  parish  of  St.  Mary  was  situated  without  the  eastern 
gate  of  the  city,  and  the  church  was  standing  in  the  time  of 
the  Saxons,  a.d.  830. 

The  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  only  one  at  present 
within  the  confines  of  Rochester,  appears  to  have  been  a 
parochial  district  before  the  Conquest.  It  certainly  was  so  in 
the  time  of  bishop  Gundulph,  though  there  was  no  church 
belonging  thereto  for  some  centuries  after;  but  in  lien  of  the 
same,  the  parishioners  resorted  to  an  altar  in  the  cathedral, 
called  the  Parochial  Altar  of  St.  Nicholas,  to  which  the  offici- 
ating priest  was  appointed  by  the  convent,  and  presented  to  the 
bishop.  This  altar  is  supposed  by  many  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  large  recess  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  north  cross 
aisle  of  the  cathedral.  It  was  certainly  below  the  choir,  and 
removed  from  the  place  where  it  previously  stood,  by  Uie 
monks,  as  appears  by  a  judicial  Act  made  in  1312,  whereby 
the  parishioners  were  allowed  to  perform  service  there  ;  aod 
ngreed  that,  whenever  the  prior  and  chapter  should  cause  t 
proper  church  to  be  built  elsewhere,  Ihey  would  then  resort 
thither  as  to  their  parish-church,  without  any  further  claim  in 
that  or  any  other  place  in  the  cathedral.  No  description  is 
left  of  the  church,  which  appears  to  have  remained  nearly  200 
yearn;  when  the  building  becoming  ruinous,  and,  in  1620, 
found  incapable  of  reparation,  was  taken  down,  and  the  new  one, 
now  standing,  raised  on  the  same  spot.  It  is  a  substantial 
spacious  church,  handsomely  6tted  up,  and  ornamented;  and 
at  the  north-wesit  angle  is  a  tower  steeple,  containing  two  bells. 

The  present  altarpiece  was  presented  by  Edward  Bartho- 
lomew, esq.  in  1706;  he  also  gave  for  the  use  of  the  church 
two  silver  flaggons,  and  a  patten  of  £30  price.  Edward 
Harlowe,  in  1609,  gave  a  gilt  cup,  aod  Francis  Brooke,  esq.  in 
1703.  a  large  silver  plate,  for  the  offering  at  the  sacrament;  and 
Henry  Austin,  gent,  presented  two  handsome  large  Common 
Prayer  hooks,  to  be  placed  on  the  altar.  This  parish  is  situated 
within  the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  vicarage  of 
St.Nicholas,  in  1291,  was  valued  atfive  marks,  and  estimated  in 
theking'sbookaati?20  8  9,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £2  0  10|. 
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In  1649  the  yearly  value   was  returned   to  be  £69  6  8,  the 
bishop  of  Rochester  continuing  patron  of  this  vicarage. 

There  is  a  manor  in  this  parish  called  Ambree  Manerium 
Amberifs,  which  became  part  of  the  possessiona  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochester,  and  formerly  belonged  tn  the  priory  ; 
it  was  called  the  Cellarer's  court,  and  held  at  le  Ameribenche, 
thai  is,  the  almonry  bench  of  the  priory,  from  which  it  ecqaired 
that  name. 

In  this  pariah,  at  a  small  distance  southward  of  the  castle,  is 
t  large  mount  thrown  up,  in  ancient  times  called  Bully  Hill, 
whereon  are  built  several  good  houses,  the  principal  of  which 
stands  on  the  summit  of  the  mount,  commanding  a  fine  view  of 
the  river,  both  above  and  below  bridge,  the  navy  docks,  &c., 
the  cathedral,  the  castle,  and  adjoining  country,  forming  alto- 
gether a  prospect  scarcely  to  be  exceeded.  This  seat,  with  the 
surrounding  gardens,  was  the  property  of  Thomas  Pearce,  esq., 
commissioner  of  the  navy,  whose  son  Thomas  sold  it  to  Thomas 
Gordon,  esq.,  who  rebuilt  it.  His  daughter  and  heir  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  her  first  cousin,  William  Gordon,  esq.,  late  H.  p. 
for  this  city,  and  sheriff  for  the  county  in  1763.  He  resided 
here,  and  died  possessed  of  it  in  1776,  leaving  an  only  daughter 
and  hia  widow  surviving,  who  possessed  this  property. 

Satis  is  a  seat  lying  westward  from  the  last  mentioned, 
nearer  the  river,  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  and  at  a  considerable 
height.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  the  property  and  resi- 
dence of  Mr,  Richard  Watts,  who,  as  before  observed,  had  the 
honour  of  entertaining  the  queen  in  1573.  It  is  said  that  when 
Mr.  Watts,  at  her  departure,  apologised  for  the  smallness  of  his 
bouse,  as  being  ill  suited  for  the  reception  of  so  great  a  princess, 
the  qaeen  in  return  made  use  only  of  the  Latin  word  tatii, 
(enough,)  signifying  she  was  perfectly  contented.  After  the 
death  of  his  widow,  this  estate  was  sold,  and  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  applied  towards  the  support  of  the  almshouse,  now 
called  Watts*8  hospital,  in  this  city.  After  passing  through  ' 
several  owners,  it  became  the  residence  of  John  Langley,  esq. 
recorder  of  Rochester.  ' 

Walker  Weldoo,  of  Swanscombe,  owner  of  Rochester  castle> 
in  1722  conveyed  to  Mr.  Philip  Brooke  that  part  of  the  ditch 
sod  ground,  then  as  it  lay  unenclosed,  on  Bully  hill,  being  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  emioence  and  ditch,  without  the  castle 
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walls,  extending  thence  to  the  Medway,  under  which  title  it 
descended,  with  SaUs,  to  Mr.  Joseph  Brooke,  who  filled  up  the 
ditch  within  a  few  yards  of  the  river,  and  planted  it  with  trees, 
now  forming  a  lawn  in  front  of  the  house.  On  the  hill  being 
levelled  for  the  above  purposes,  many  Roman  urns,  Pateras 
lackrymatora,  and  other  remains  of  that  nation  were  found  by 
the  workmen,  most  of  which  were  given  to  Dr.  Thorpe,  of 
this  city. 

The  large  mount  whereon  Mrs.  Gordon's  house  and  garden 
stand,  was,  in  all  probability,  thrown  up  by  the  Danes  in  885, 
at  the  time  they  besieged  this  city,  a  circumstance  recorded  by 
most  or  our  ancient  blBtorians. 

The  Pabish  of  St.  Mabgabbt's  is  of  large  extent,  and 
contains  all  the  lands,  without  the  walls,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  city,  that  are  within  the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction.  It  is 
styled  in  some  records,  St.  Margaret's  in  Suthgate,  and  in  those 
of  the  city,  the  borough  of  Suthgate.  There  are  two  streets  in 
this  parish. 

Several  hanobs  are  also  contained  within  the  bounds  of 
this  parish,  the  most  eminent  of  which  is  that  of  Borstall, 
given  to  the  church  of  Rochester  in  811,  by  C<Bnulf,  king  of 
Mercia,  as  three  plough  lands.  It  so  continued  till  the  Con' 
quest,  and  was  entered  in  Domesday  under  the  general  title  of 
the  possessions  of  this  see. 

The  manor,  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  anciently 
bound  to  contribute  to  the  repairs  of  the  first  pier  of  Rochester 
bridge. 

Nashbmdbn  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  Borstall.  In  the  Texim  Roffentit,  it  is  called 
Jfesceaden,  and  in  Domesday  record,  Essedene.  This  manor 
was  part  of  the  possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  being  so 
entered  in  Domesday  record.  Under  Henry  II.  it  was  held  by 
Thomas  de  Nessingdon,  of  Daniel  de  Crevequer,  as  one  knight's 
fee.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  this  manor  had  become  the  pro. 
perty  of  Jeffery  Haspale,  whose  descendant,  John,  died  possessed 
of  Kashenden,  after  which  it  passed  to  the  name  of  Basing,  and 
thence  to  that  of  Charies. 

Richard  Charles,  under  Richard  II.,  died  possessed  of 
Naseden,  when  Nicholas  Haut  afterwards  possessed  this  manor 
in  right  of  hia  wife,  a  descendant  of  the  above-mentioned  family. 
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She  held  it  for  herlire,  with  remainder  to  James  Peckhsm,  who. 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  came  into  possession  of  the  estate. 
He  obtained  the  king's  licence  to  give  and  amortize  to  the 
wudeos  of  Rocliester  bridge  this  manor,  since  which  it  has 
continaed  in  their  possession  for  the  support  and  repairs  of  the 
same*  There  was  a  chapel  at  this  place  dependent  on  the 
parish-ekurch  of  St.  Margaret, 

Great  Dblce  is  a  manor,  which,  with  the  estate  called 
Lower  Delcb,  lies  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  parish,  about 
half  a  mile  firom  Gastgate,  in  Rochester.  It  was  formerly 
called  MtJCB  Sblce,  and  Delce  Maoka,  or  Great  Delce, 
and  giren  by  the  Conqueror  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux.  On 
his  disgrace  it  went  to  the  possession  of  a  family,  on  which  it 
conferred  the  name.  Herebert,  Gosfrid,  and  Hugo  de  Deloe, 
possessed  it  in  successive  generations,  after  which  it  passed  to 
the  name  of  Bockeril,  under  Henry  III.,  when  it  was  separated 
into  parcels,  as  Geoffry  de  Haspole  held  this  manor,  as  the 
fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  The  next  family  that  succeeded 
was  tl)e  Molineux's,  which  did  not  long  possess  it,  and  it  Bub> 
sequently  passed  through  many  names,  till  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  when  this  estate,  excepting  the  manor  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  became  the  properly  of  Thomas  Chiffinch,  esq.  of  North- 
fieet,  in  this  county,  from  which  time  the  seat  acquired  the 
name  of  Lower  Delce. 

Thomas  Chiffinch,  esq.  died  in  1727,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  his  only  son  and  heir.  He  died  without  issue  in  1775, 
bequeathing  this  estate  to  bis  niece  Mary,  who  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Francis  Wadman,  esq.  of  the  Hive,  in  Northfleet, 
when  he  possessed  Lower  Delce. 

The  hanor  of  Gbbat  Delce,  and  the  forty  acres  of 
land  above  mentioned,  were  in  the  possession  of  Richard  Lee, 
esq.,  who  died  possessed  of  theui  in  1724,  and  his  grandson 
Richard,  of  Wales,  possessed  this  manor,  but  in  1769  alienated 
the  demesnes  to  Mr.  Sampson  Waring,  of  Chatham.  He  died 
Owner  in  1769,  leaving  his  brother,  Walter  Waring,  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  of  Lower  Delce,  his  executors.  The  court  for  the  manor 
of  Great  Delce  bas  not  been  held  for  some  years. 

Little  Delce,  or  Delce  Parva,  now  known  by  the  name 
of  Upper  Delce,  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  situated  in  the 
high  road  between  Rocheslor  and  Maidstone.     It  was  given  by 
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William  the  Conqueror  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bftyeux,  and  ai  ancli 
entered  in  Domeaday  record.  On  his  disgrace  it  most  probably 
reverted  to  the  king,  and  was  afterwards  possessed  by  a  family 
that  assumed  the  name  ef  Delce.  In  the  reign  of  King  John  it 
wag  held  by  JefFry  de  Bosco.  a  Norman,  but  this  manor  was 
afterwards  passed  to  William  de  Ciriton,  who  died  possessing  it 
under  Henry  III.  On  that  family  becoming  extinct,  it  ww 
possessed  by  Richard  Pf^ys,  and  afterwards  by  the  family  of 
the  Basing'!,  from  which  it  passed  into  that  of  the  Charles's, 
a  descendant  of  whom,  Richard  Charles,  dying  without  issue, 
his  two  sisters  became  his  coheirs.  Alice,  married  William 
Snayth,  and  Joan,  Richard  Ormskirk,  when,  on  the  division  of 
their  estates,  this  manor  felt  to  the  share  of  William  Snayth, 
commonly  called  Snette,  soon  after  which  Charles  and  William 
Snette  gave  and  amortized  this  manor  of  Little  Delce  to  the 
wardens  of  Rochester  bridge,  for  the  support  and  repair  of  the 
same ;  since  which  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  Upper  Delce. 

The  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  in  Rochester,  is  within 
the  ECCLESIASTICAL  JURiSDiCTiOM  of  the  diocese  and  deanery 
of  Rochester.  The  church,  situated  at  the  south  extremity  of 
St.  Mai^ret's  street,  consists  of  one  nare,  and  two  chancels  an 
the  south  side,  of  much  later  dale  than  the  church.  That 
towards  the  east  end  was  built  and  long  supported  by  the  family 
of  the  Lee's,  of  Great  Delce,  whose  remains  lie  in  a  large  vault 
under  this  chancel,  but,  since  the  alienation  of  their  mansioD, 
the  repairs  liave  devolved  on  the  parishioners.  At  the  west 
end  of  the  church  is  a  tower,  covered  with  ivy  to  the  summit, 
which  presents  a  beautiful  picturesque  appearance.  Against 
the  east  wall,  in  the  south  chancel,  is  an  ancient  bust,  in  robes, 
with  a  coronet  on  the  bead.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  a 
crown,  set  with  precious  stones,  was  dug  up  in  this  churchyard, 
when  the  report  of  the  parishioners  was,  that  one  of  our  SaJcon 
kings  had  been  buried  here. 

Rochester  has  given  title  to  several  families ;  Sir  Robert 
Carr.  or  Kerr,  K.B.,  the  favorite  of  James  I.,  was  first  created 
by  letters  patent,  in  1611,  Viscount  Rochester,  afterwards 
knightof  the  Garter,  and  earl  of  Somerset.  He  died  in  1645, 
leaving  an  only  daughter,  married  to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  so 
that  his  title  became  extinct. 

Henry  Wilmot,  aon  of  Viscount  Atbtone,  in  Ireland,  was  by 
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Cliarlea  II.  created  earl  of  Rochester,  leaving  an  only  boo,  who 
■ucceeded  his  father  in  the  earldom,  aad  dying  without  issue 
male,  his  title  became  extinct. 

Laurence  Hyde,  son  of  the  chancellor  Lord  Clarendon,  was 
by  letters  patent  created  earl  of  Rocheater.  He  left  one  son 
Henry,  who  vucceeded  as  earl  of  Rochester,  and  the  latter  also 
left  a  SOD,  Henry  viscount  Cornbury,  who  died  before  him> 
without  isaae  male  in  1753,  so  that  this  title  became  extinct. 

Id  1773  the  hop  duty  of  the  whole  kingdom  amounted  to 
£46,847  18  10,  of  which  the  eastern  division  of  Kent  paid  at 
CsnterbuT7iglO,737  0  6,  and  the  western  division  at  Rocheater, 
£14,958  6  4.  Id  1778  the  total  amount  of  the  duty  was 
£1&9,89I  2  10|,  of  which  the  eastern  part  of  Kent  paid 
£36,862  3  6;  the  westerD,  ^§42.046  6  11.  In  1794  it  wa> 
£203,063  2  0^,  whcD  the  Kent  collections  amounted  to 
£90,000;  but,  iD  1824  it  amoQDted  to  £258,838  6  3i.  of  which 
the  Canterbury  collection  was  £56,394  18  4,  and  that  of 
Rochester  was  :e95,l€9  17b. 

As  in  the  last  census  of  the  popnlation,  taken  by  order  of 
Ooverament  in  1821,  the  populations  of  the  city  of  Rochester 
and  town  of  Chatham  are  enumerated  together,  we  r^a  our 
leaders  to  the  ensuing  account  of  the  latter  place  for  the  same. 
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CHATHAM    AND    GILLINGHAM. 

The  next  hundred  eastward  from  Rochester,  is  that  of 
Chatham  and  Gillincham,  which  was  Tormerly  esteemed 
as  two  separate  half  hundreds,  viz.  that  of  Chatham  and  of 
GiUingham. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Chatham;  Gillinc- 
ham, in  ^/ir(,-  St.  James's,  tn  fAe  is/e  of  Graine,  before  de- 
scribed; and  thecburchcsof  those  parishes. 

Chatham  adjoins  Rochester  eastward,  cnlled  in  Domesday 
Celcham,  and  in  the  Textus  Rojfensis,  Cmtlham.  This  place 
appears  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the  Saxon  words,  cyle,  a 
cottage,  and  ham,  a  village,  that  is,  the  village  of  cottages. 

The  parish  of  Chatham  extends  four  miles  in  length  from 
north  to  south,  and  between  two  and  three  miles  from  east  to 
west.  The  soil,  excepting  in  the  vale,  where  it  is  a  fertile 
loamy  land,  is  in  general  chalk,  but  the  southern  part  mostly  a 
red  earth,  mixed  with  flints,  and  rather  sterile ;  its  northern 
boundary  is  the  river  Medway,  near  which,  in  the  vale,  the  town 
of  Chatham  and  the  dockyard  are  situated,  whence  the  chalk 
hills  rise  suddenly  on  all  sides.  Towards  the  south  it  extends 
over  much  hilly  ground,  interspersed  by  frequent  coppice  woods, 
presenting  a  wild  and  dreary  aspect.  Through  the  town  of 
Chatham  the  great  high  road  leads  from  London  to  Dover,  east- 
ward of  which  is  Chatham  hill,  an  entire  surface  of  chalk;  aod 
below,  in  the  valley,  on  the  right,  stands  the  hamlet  of  Luton, 
near  which  is  some  fertile  loamy  soil. 

The  town  of  Chatham,  the  chief  part  of  which  has  been  built 
since  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  joins,  as  previously  observed,  the 
city  of  Rochester,  which,  with  Strood,*  makes  one  long  street, 
more  than  two  miles  in  length,  commonly  called  the  Three 
Towns. 

*  Having  BEsin  occaiion  to  mention  Sirood,  at  r«rniiiiE  a  principal  poftion 
in  thit  didiict,  we  (abjoin  an  accooni  of  the  tunnel  there,  conducting  Iron  ib« 
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Cbatham  is  eitualed  close  to  the  bank  of  the  Mudway,  lialfa 
mile  after  which,,  the  river  leaving  the  town,  flows  north-Dorth- 
eaat  Itislikemost  seapor(B,aloug, disagreeable, narrow, ill-built 
lowo,  the  inhabitants  in  general  being  occupied  iu  those  trades 
adapted  to  the  commerce  of  the  shipping  and  seafaring  persons. 
The  celebrity  of  this  place  baa  arisen  entirely  from  its  dockyard 
and  arsenal,  which  occupy  an  extensive  area  on  the  north  side 
of  the  town,  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  defended  on  the  land  side 
by  strong  fortifications,  principally  of  modern  origin.  This 
town  has  experienced  considerable  improvements  under  the 
operation  of  an  Act  passed  for  paving  and  lighting,  in  ]  772,  but 
the  streets  are  still  narrow,  crowded,  and  inconvenient  in  all 
points  of  view.  • 

Near  the  entrance  to  Chatham  is  the  king's  victualling-ofSce, 
extremely  neat  and  convenient,  from  which  bis  Majesty  s  ships 
are  supplied  with  provisions.  On  the  south  side  of  the  street, 
not  far  hence,  stood  an  hospital  for  leprous  persons,  founded  in 
1078  by  Bishop  Gundulph,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew, 
no  part  of  which  is  now  standing,  houses  having  been  long  since 
erected  on  the  site.  The  chapel,  however,  remains,  and  the 
east  end  exhibits  marks  of  great  aatiquity.  It  is  circular, 
fvith  stone  walls  three  feet  thick,  having  a  sloneroof.  There 
are  three  narrow  windows,  in  one  of  which  the  zigzag  orna- 
nients,  used  in  early  Norman  buildings,  may  be  traced,  but  the 
mouldings  of  the  other  two  windows  are  smooth,  being  corroded 
by  time  and  weather.  Hugh  de  Trottesclive,  a  monk  of  the 
priory  of  Rochester,  being  registered  as  the  builder  of  a  church 
for  lepers,  in  honour  of  St.  Bartholumew,  the  construction  of 
this  part  of  the  chapel  has  been  attributed  to  him. 

Medwaj  to  Gtavesend,  twn  miles  iind  a  quarter  in  Icn)(l1i,  having  been  con> 
Hnicied  b;  a  company,  holding  tharei,  which  murk  wai  cunim«nccd  upwards 
of  iliirlj  jears  back.  The  engineer  nas  Mr.  G.  CJark,  who  creeled  the  su»- 
pcniinn  bridge  at  llammergmith,  and  the  expense  incurred  was  ^£350,000. 

The  fpod  retuliiiig  from  this  grand  undertaking  is  ilie  consevaiice  of  barges, 
and  small  craft  of  everj  description,  free  frum  the  Hnnger  to  i*hich  the;  were 
rarneilji  eKjiosed  in  satlin|>  round  the  Nnre.a  passage  that  sometimes  occi»pierf 
msnj  days,  whereaii,  b;  means  of  this  tonnel,  all  obstacles  are  removed,  while 
■hi;  can  calculate  on  llieir  certain  arrival,  by  a  gioen  time,  at  the  spnt  np. 
pointed.     The  immense  body  of  water  required  is  supplied  by  a  steam-engine. 

The  nL»  chtiidi  at  Siruod  «»■,  also  erecK'd  nlwi  ihc  plan  ..f  Mr.  Smirki', 
■nd  it  capable  of  conisming  fcoin  rJ,ODOto  1A,000  pctsons,  having  cost  XSOOo. 
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The  edifice  was  used  for  many  years  as  achnpel  ofease  (o 
Chatham  church.  Since  1027  the  eetales  of  this  charitable  in* 
stitution  hare  been  rested  in  the  dean  of  Rochester,  as  gOremOT 
and  patron  of  the  hospital  and  brethren.  There  are  still  four 
persons  styled  brethren,  two  of  whom  are  in  ordei%,  and  sap- 
ported  by  these  revenues. 

An  hospital,  founded  by  Sir  John  Hawlcins,  for  poor  decayed 
mariners  and  shipwrights,  standi  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  From  an  inscription  on  the  wall,  it  appears  that  the 
first  building  appropriated  for  their  reception  was  finished  in 
1592.  At  the  request  of  the  founder.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted 
a  charter  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of  "  the  governors  of 
the  hospital  of  Sir  John  Hawkins,  knight,  at  Chatham." 

Ten  pensioners  are  maintained  in  this  establishment,  haring 
a  small  weekly  allowance,  and  a  chaldron  of  coals  yearly.  No 
person  ia  eligible  who  has  not  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the 
navy,  or  otherwise  brought  to  poverty  while  ib  that  senrice. 
By  the  above  charter,  dated  1594,  the  governors  are  always  to 
consist  of  twenty-six  in  number,  of  whom  four  only  are  elective, 
while  the  others  sit  by  virtue  of  their  respective  offices.  Then 
consist  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  the  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter; the  lord  high  admiral;  the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports;  the  dean  of  Rochester;  the  treasurer;  comptroller; 
surveyor   and   clerk  of   the  navy;    six    princip&l  masters  of 
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vith  an  arcai}e  ia  froot,  where  the  patients  pronenade  for  the 
baK6t  of  the  air ;  the  Mructure  being  capable  of  containing 
upwards  of  400  invalida.  It  is  Bupplied  with  a  &ae  reaervoir 
of  water,  the  whole  haTiBg  cost  £70,000;  which  labour  oonfera 
the  greatest  credit  upon  the  talents  of  the  architect,  and  the 

street,  at  abont  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
is  the  Old  Dock,  being-  the  reposi- 
ilnaDce;  and  farther  on,  the  Royal 
the  chalk  hill,  lies  tlie  village  of 
in  this  parish  and  partly  in  that  of 
r  about  400  houses,  most  of  which 
the  memory  of  persons  now  living ; 
ation,  being  contignous  to  the  dock- 
sing.  Contigoous  are  the  barracks, 
lines  of  fortifications,  to  defend  the 
t  of  the  invasion  of  an  enemy  on  the 

The  stotehouses  and  wharf,  for  the  use  of  the  ordnance,  are 
■ilnated  on  a  narrow  slip  of  land,  below  the  chalk  cliff,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  between  the  chnrch  and  the  river,  usu- 
ally  called  the  Old  Dock,  from  having  beeti  the  original  royal 
naval  yard,  till  James  I-,  in  1622,  finding  it  too  circumscribed 
fw  the  growing  service  of  the  navy,  having  then  but  one  smalt 
dock,  removed  the  naval  yard  to  its  present  situation,  and 
assigned  the  former  to  the  use  of  the  office  of  Ordnance,  whereto 
it  has  continued  appropriate. 

The  guns  belonging  to  the  royal  shipping  in  this  river  are 
deposited  on  this  wharf  in  long  tiers,  and  large  pyramids  of 
cannon  halls  are  there  laid  up,  ready  for  service ;  there  is  also 
■  continued  range  of  storehouses,  wherein  are  deposited  the 
goQ  cairiages,  and  every  other  sp^ies  of  store,  usually  under 
the  care  of  this  office.  In  one  is  a  small  armoury  of  musquets, 
ptttob,  outlasaes,  pikes,  poleaxes,  and  other  hostile  weapons, 
arranged  in  proper  order,  which  department  is  under  the 
maeagenMnt  of  a  storekeeper,  who  has  a  good  residenoe ;  a 
clerk  of  the  Survey ;  and  clerk  of  the  Cheque ;  who  have  each 
handsome  salaries ;  besides  other  inferior  officers  and  labourers. 

The  boyal  naval  dock  adjoins  northward,  ranging  along 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  extent  of  a  mile.  Though, 
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aB  before  observed.  King  James  removed  the  royal  dock  thither, 
it  is  most  probable  bis  predecessor, Queen  Elizabeth,  had  before 
made  some  docks  here  f*r  shipping. 

Charles  I.  considerably  improved  his  father's  plan,  by  erect- 
ing several  buildings,  enlarging  the  site  of  the  yard,  and  making 
new  docks  for  floating  ships  with  the  tide.  Charles  It.,  on  his 
restoration,  visited  this  dock  in  1660,  and  viewed  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  a  first-rate,  of  100  guns;  about  seven  years  after 
which,  this  dock,  with  all  it  contained,  had  nearly  been  destroyed, 
as,  in  1667,  being  at  war  with  Holland,  Admiral  de  Ruyter, 
with  fifty  sail,  anchored  at  the  Nore,  whence  he  despatched  bis 
vice  admiral,  Van  Ghent,  with  seventeen  of  his  lightest  ships, 
and  eight  fireahtps,  to  destroy  this  dock,  and  the  navy  riding 
in  the  river.  Van  Ghent  having  taken  Sheerness,  tbongb 
gallantly  defended  by  Sir  Edward  Sprsggc,  blew  up  the  fortifi- 
cations, burnt  the  storehonses,  and  thence,  on  the  10th  of  June, 
sailed  up  the  Medway.  The  famous  general  Monk,  in  the 
mean  time,  hastened  to  Chatham,  where  he  used  every  endea- 
vour for  the  security  of  the  river ;  but  a  strong  easterly  wind, 
and  a  springtide,  aided  the  enemy  with  such  resistless  force, 
that  the  chain,  laid  across  the  river  to  prevent  his  approach, 
was  broken,  when  the  Mathias.  Unity,  and  Charles  the  Fifth, 
three  large  Dutch  prizes,  taken  during  that  war,  "C^  burnt, 
and  many  others  much  damaged.  Aftsr  this.  Van  Gbeot 
pressing  forward  between  the  sunken  ships,  brought  six  of  his 
men-of-war,  and  five  fireships,  before  Upnor  castle,  and 
although  they  met  with  a  warm  reception,  nevertheless  found 
means  to  seize  the  hull  of  the  Royal  Charles,  when,  finding  the 
country  alarmed,  they  ventured  no  farther  up  the  river,  but 
immediately  retreated  ;  and,  on  their  return,  burat  the  Royal 
Oak,  and  destroyed  the  Loyal  London  and  Great  James,  which 
they  left  nearly  under  water.  It  appears,  by  the  account  of  the 
duke  of  Alberroarle,  that  the  whole  of  this  Hisgraceful  transac- 
tion was  owing  to  the  wilful  neglect  of  Sir  PItineas  Pett,  com- 
missioner of  Chatham  yard,  for  which  he  was  impeached  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  found  means  to  screen  himself. 
This  attempt  gave  the  English  nation  such  cause  for  alarm  as 
to  the  safety  of  the  royal  navy  and  yards  on  the  Medway,  that 
the  several  forts  along  the  banks  were  immediately  put  in  a 
state  of  defence,  cspcciidiy  tlic  furt  of  Shctrness,  at  which  place 
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the  fortifications  were  greatly  increased,  and  a  line  of  such 
heavy  cannon  mounted,  coRimanding  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  for  the  fleet  of  any  power  to  attempt 
passing  in  future,  without  being  blown  to  atoms.  This  dock- 
yard has  been  from  lime  to  time  continually  improved  and 
enlarged,  and  it  now  contains  many  elegant  buildings,  inhabited 
by  the  commissioner  and  other  principal  officers,  the  whole 
suited  to  the  opulence  of  the  nation  and  the  importance  of  the 
navy ;  independent  of  which,  there  are  many  neat  and  com- 
modious offices,  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  yard. 
There  are  also  large  storehouses,  one  of  which  is  660  feel  long; 
and  workrooms,  which,  for  their  spaciousness,  convey  a  mag- 
nificent idea  of  their  contents,  and  the  immense  works  carried 
on  within.     The  sail-loft  is  209  feet  in  length. 

In  these  magazines  are  deposited  prodigious  qnanUties  of 
iuIb,  rigging,  hemp,  flax,  with  every  other  article  necessary  for 
the  building  and  equipping  of  ships.  The  coils  of  cordage  and 
heaps  of  blocks  are  arranged  in  such  perfect  order,  that  on  any 
emergency,  they  may  be  taken  out  without  the  least  confusion. 

The  new  ropehouse  is  very  extensive,  being  1140  feet  in 
l«igtb  ;  in  this  yard  are  four  deep  and  wide  basins,  for  docking 
and  repairing  large  ships,  in  one  of  which  the  Victory  was 
built,  carrying  110  guns;  there  are  also  six  slips  or  launches, 
on  which  new  ships  are  constantly  building.  The  new  Royal 
Geoi^e,  of  100  guns,  was  built  here  in  1788,  being  the  first 
ship  of  that  rate  ever  launched  from  a  slip.  The  whole  of  the 
yard,  towards  the  land,  is  surrounded  by  a  wall,  the  approach 
being  through  a  lai^e  handsome  gateway,  flanked  by  two  em- 
battled towers ;  this  entrance  is  strictly  watched  by  the  porter 
and  his  assistants,  who  examine  every  stranger  before  he  is  per- 
mitted to  enter. 

The  business  of  this  yard  is  transacted  by  a  commissioner, 
who  has  three  clerks  and  two  master  attendants.  The  better 
to  secure  these  magazines  from  any  accident,  two  Acts  were 
passed  in  the  8th  of  Queen  Anne,  for  vesting  certain  lands  and 
tenements  in  trustees,  for  the  better  fortifying  andsecuring  this 
dock.  In  pursuance  of  that  measure,  a  quantity  of  land,  and 
many  houses  adjoining  the  yard,  and  the  old  dock,  were  pur- 
chased for  the  crown ;  but  nothing  further  was  done  till  1 758, 
the  5l8t  of  George  II.,  when  this  nation  being  at  war  with 
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Fnnce,  and  threntened  with  an  inTa«io;i,  it  was  thought  neoes- 
Bary,  as  far  as  possible,  to  aecura  the  docks  from  any  attem|it 
that  in^^bt  be  made ;  and,  to  «&et  this,  another  Act  puwd  for 
the  purchwe  of  more  laods,  and  vesting  them  in  the  cromi, 
when  extensive  lines  were  foimed  Tound  the  dock,  on  the  land 
side,  secured  by  ramparts,  palisades,  uid  a  deep  broad  ditdi, 
extending  from  the  river,  above  the  oid  dock,  to  the  same  igsia 
below  the  yard  next  Gillingham,  about  a  mile  in  length,  includ- 
ing  the  hamlet  of  Bromptoa,  and  Chatham  ctinrcfa,  witii  aevernl 
houses  near  ;  contiguous  to  which  spot  the  most  ancient  Btceet 
in  this  town  is  supposed  to  have  been  situated.  Large  and 
commodious  barracks  were  likewise  erected,  sufficient  to  cwitain 
five  regiments  of  stjdiera,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,  which 
are  constantly  quartered  here,  to  guar<l  and  defend  these  line* 
and  the  docks,  whenever  occasion  might  require.  These  forti- 
fications have  been  repaired  and  augmented  at  a  conside- 
rable expense,  a  new  redoubt  has  been  raised  on  the  summit  of 
the  bill,  at  the  south-east  extremity,  called  Amherst's  redoubt, 
and  an  Act  passed  in  1782  for  vesting  further  lands  on  the 
south  side  of  the  town  in  the  crown,  for  extending  the  lines  on 
that  side  to  any  point  that  should  be  deemed  expedient  for  the 
further  security  of  this  grand  arsenal. 

According  to  the  returns  under  the  Population  Act,  in  181 1 , 
it  appears  that  Chatham  contained  13,662  inhabitants,  who 
were  chiefly  employed  in  the  dockyard  and  trades  appertaining 
thereto. 

Numerous  Roman  remains  were  discovered  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chatham,  when  the  extensive  fortifications,  called  the 
Lines,  were  formed.  No  less  than  100  graves  were  opened  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  then  captain  of  the  engineer  company.  Many 
of  these  were  found  pear  the  southeastern  extremity  of  the 
Lines,  towards  Upberry  farm,  which  contained  human  skeletons 
of  both  sexes,  with  swords,  spearheads,  beads  of  various 
colours,  the  umbo  of  a  shield,  different  pieces  of  armour,  a 
bottle  of  red  earth,  and  an  urn  filled  with  ashes,  vast  numbers  of 
Koman  coins,  the  impressions  mostly  obliterated,  with  a  variely 
of  other  antiquities.  On  (he  breaking  up  of  the  ground,  in 
another  part  of  the  fortification,  the  workmen  met  with  the 
strong  foundation  of  a  building,  and  on  removing  the  earth, 
it  was  found   to  be  the  outer  wall  of  a  range  of  small  apart- 
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BeDlB,  ihe  lai^eet  not  more  than  ten  feet  square,  tlie  inner  walls 
being  painted  in  fresco  with  red,  blu«,  and  green  spots.  Among 
the  nibbish  were  fragments,  having  broad  red  stripes,  and  others 
with  nan-ow  stripes,  of  different  colours.  In  forming  the  con- 
tiguous works,  quantises  of  Roman  coins  were  found,  one  of 
which  was  of  the  Empress  Faustina,  and  another  of  the 
Emperor  Claudius,  in  good  preservation.  There  was  also  dis- 
corered  an  Athenian  coin  of  silver,  having  on  one  side  the  bead 
of  Minerva,  armed  with  a  skullcap ;  and  on  the  reverae,  an 
awl,  with  a  sprig  of  laurel.  Pieces  of  Roman  tiles,  spear- 
heads, paterte,  lachrymatories,  and  other  antique  vessels  were 
tko  dug  up.  On  the  south-west  side  of  the  above-meiitioned 
cells,  the  foundation  of  a  larger  building,  not  so  deep  in  the 
ground  as  the  other,  was  discovered,  which  traced  within  the 
redoubt,  as  far  as  the  bank  of  earth  thrown  out  of  the  ditch 
would  permit,  was  found  to  measure  thirty  feet  by  twenty-one.  * 
What  these  foundations  were,  cannot  be  ascertained;  in  all 
probability  much  more  still  remain  ;  but  the  tumuli,  and  other 
■epnlchrat  fragments  belonging  to  persons  of  both  sexea, 
plainly  evince  it  to  have  been  a  common  burial-place  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans.  Mr.  Douglas,  in  his  Nenia  BrUaanica, 
has  published  his  observations  on  the  various  Roman  remains 
discovered  within  these  Lines  at  different  times,  ^wilh  several 
engravings  of  the  tumuH  opened,  and  the  contents  found 
therein.  Besides  the  Roman  coins,  numbers  of  old  English, 
French,  and  'Gwrnan  pieces,  and  many  different  kinds  of 
tradesmen's  tokens,  have  also  been  found  scattered  about  the 
grounds. 

Chatham  gave  the  title  of  baron  to  John,  the  great  duke  of 
Argyle,  who,  was,  in  1705,  by  Queen  Anne,  created  baron 
Chatham  and  earl  of  Greenwich,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male.  In 
1719  he  was  created  duke  of  Greenwich,  and  died  in  October 
1743,  without  issue  male ;  so  that  the  above  title  became  extinct. 

The  lady  Hester  Pitt,  sister  of  Richard  earl  Temple,  and  wife  of 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  in  consideration  of  his  great  and 
important  services,  was,  in  1761,  created  baroness  Chatham,  with 
a  continaance  of  the  title  to  her  and  her  heirs  male  by  her  said 
husband. 

On  July  30,   1766,  the  above-mentioned  Right  Hon.  William 
Put,  on  a  further  consideration  of  his  services,  was  created 
Vol.  IV.  z  z 
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vificount  Pitt  of  Burton  Pynseot.  in  Somersetahire,  and  eail  of 
Chatham,  with  remainder  to  his  heira  male'  He  died  is  1778, 
leaving  by  the  lady  Hester  his  wife,  John  earl  of  Chatham, 
privy  counsellor,  obancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  prime 
miniBter  of  this  kingdem,  now  deceased ;  and  James  Charlea, 
who  died  in  the  West  Indies,  in  1780,  unmarried ;  with  twa 
daughters,  Hester,  married  to  Charles  viswuDt  Mahon,  boh 
carl  Stanhope ;  and  Harriet,  to  Edward,  eldest  son  of  lord  Eliot. 

Id  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Chatham  km  in  the 
possession  pf  Godwin  earl  of  K«nt,  on  whose  death  it  descended 
tq  h>s  SOD,  Harold,  king  of  England,  who  being  slain,  Williua 
the  Conqueror  gave  this  estote  to  Odo  hishop  of  Bayeox; 
under  the  title  o>f  whose  lands  it  was  entered  in  Domesday 
record.  Oa  bis  disgrace,  it  was  graated  to  the  eavnent  family 
of  Uie  Crevequer's,  having  heen  for  some  time  the  principal 
manor  of  their  barony, 

Robert,  son  of  Hamo  de  Crevequer,  left  a  son,  Hanao,  whos* 
«on,  Robert,  erected  Leeds  oostl*  and  the  priory  there,  in  1)19. 
His  great  grandson,  Hamo,  died  in  ihe  47th  of  Henry  lU., 
possessed  of  this  manor  of  Chatham,  leaving  Robert,  bk  grafid- 
8on,  who  taking  part  with  the  barons  against  the  king,  this, 
among  other  estates,  was  seized,  and  although  restored  to  the 
king's  favor.^yet  he  never  regained  this  maBor,  which  seems  to 
have  remained  in  the  bands  of  the  crown  till  the  19th  of 
Edward  ).,  when  it  was  granted  to  Quido  Perre,  fbr  the  term  of 
bis  life.  He  died  possessed  of  it  in  th«  4th  of  Edward  UI., 
the  same  being  then  ))etd  of  the  inheritance  of  Giles  de 
Badlesmere,  in  capite,  by  knight's  service.  Giles  de  Badlei- 
mere  died  possessed  of  this  manor  in  the  12th  of  Edward  III-, 
without  issue,  leaving  his  four  sistsrs  his  coheirs.  On  the 
division  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  was  allotted  to  Mar- 
garet,  wife  of  Sir  John  Tiptoft,  who  held  it  in  her  right,  and 
died  possessed  uf  the  same  under  Edward  III.,  without  issue 
male,  when  his  three  daughters  became  his  coheirs.  The 
youngest  was  married  to  Sir  PhilJp  le  Despencer,  who,  on  par- 
tition  of  their  estates,  possessed  this  manor,  when  she  left  a 
daughter  and  heir,  Margery,  who,  under  Henry  VI.,  owned  this 
estate,  being  then  wife  of  Roger  Wentworth,  esq.,  who  in  her 
right  became  entitled  to  the  same.  Their  descendant.  Sir 
Thomas  Wentworth,  of  Nettlested,  in  SutTotk,  was  summoned 
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to  Parliameot  in  the  reign  of  Henrjr  VIII.,  and  died  under 
Edward  VI..  being  then  lord  ohambeflaia  of  the  king's  home- 
hold.  Thomaa  lord  Wentworth  incOeeded  to  thii  manor,  and 
wu  made  depnty  of  Clilais ;  and  on  the  king's  dtatb,  be  Was 
tlw  first  that  appeared  for  QneCn  Marf ,  who,  in  the  Ist  year  of 
her  reign,  made  liim  a  privy  counsellor,  and  again  depnty  of 
Calais,  which  t^ce  he  h<Ad  till  the  fatal  loss  of  Uiat  place. 

In  th«  8th  of  Elizabeth,  be  alienated  the  mahor  of  Chatham' 
to  Franeia  Bamebatd  and  Stephen  Slanie,  who  pasted  avray 
(beir  interest  to  John  Hart  and  Michael  Bafker ;  and  ttiey,  in 
tile  20tb  year  of  that  reign^  had  license  to  alienate  the  esttite 
to  Reginald  Barker,  esq.,  who  died  in  1600,  and  was  buried  in 
Chatham  church.  Anne,  bh  widow,  sold  it  to  Sir  Robert 
hckson,  wb&,  in  the  reign  of  Cbafles  I.,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to 
Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  whose  grandson,  Sir  Oliver,  bttrt.,  gave  it  in 
marriage  with  his  daughter,  Joan,  to  Christopher  Rhodes,  esq., 
whose  son,  of  the  same  name,  afterwards  poaaessed  it.  On  his' 
death,  his  sister  marrying  Charles  Birkhead,  esq.,  entitled  her 
husband  to  the  property,  who  possessed  this  manor. 

There  is  a  market  and  two  fairs  belonging  to  this  manor. 

VfADRShAOB^oTWatdersladr,  now  generally  called  WASLEtr, 
is  a  manor,  formerly  accounted  a  member  of  the  manor  of 
Chatham,  of  which  it  is  now  held.  After  the  disgrace  of  the 
bishop  of  Bayeux,  it  went  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of 
the  Crevequei^s ;  from  which  it  passed  to  that  of  the  Leyborne'a, 
of  Icybome,  in  this  county,  when,  for  want  of  heirs,  this 
nnaor  became  escheated  le  the  crown,  until  Richard  II.  gave  it 
to  the  priory  of  canons,  in  Hertfordshire.  It  so  continued  till 
the diMolutioD  of  that  house,  under  Henry  VIII.,  who  granted 
to  Richard,  suffragan  biAhop  of  Dover,  this  manor,  together 
with  the  site  of  the  ownastery,  to  bold  during  his  Hfe.  In  the 
36th  year  of  the  same  rtign,  it  was  possessed  by  Sir  Thomas 
Moito,  to  bold  in  oapUe,  who  gave  it  in  marriage  with  his 
daughter  and  coheir,  to  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Ollantigh,  in 
Wye.  It  afterwards  paswd  through  Uie  names  of  the  Mabbe's; 
tha  Fore's;  the  Cock's;  the  Lee's,  of  I>elce;  Sir  Owen 
Brxkingham  Manley,  of  Reading ;  the  Bcisville's ;  the  Beten- 
son's;  and  lastly,  to  Thomas  Lane,  of  Sevenoak.  The  other 
■cuety  passed  from  the  Manley's  to  the  name  of  Lisle  ;  tlience 
to  Philip  Bearcroft,  who  sold  it  to  Abraham  Chambers,  esq. 
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of  London ;  and  be  lert  a  widow  and  two  eodb,  who  were  cohein 

in  gavelkind  to  his  moiety  of  this  estate. 

A  court-baroD  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Shabsted,  or  Shawstbd,  is  a  manor  lying  among  the 
woods  in  the  southern  part  of  tbie  parish,  which  bad  ancien^y 
owners  who  thence  derived  their  surname. 

Ful^o  de  Sbarsted  held  it  as  half  a  knight's  fee  in  the  reiga 
of  Edward  I.,  and  Simon  de  Sbarsted  died  possessed  of  it,  ai 
also  of  a  portion  of  the  manor  of  Lydesing,  in  this  parish  and 
GiUingham.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  IE.,  it  passed  to  Sir 
Henry  de  Leyborne,  and  thence  to  the  family  of  the  Say's;  it 
was  subsequently  alienated  to  Robert  Belknapp,  who,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  granted  the  manor  of  Sharsted  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Rochester,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty- 
two  marks,  for  ever.  It  so  continued  tilt  the  dissolution,  under 
Henry  VJII.,  when  being  surrendered  to  the  king,  be  settled  it 
on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester ;  in  whom 
it  has  remained. 

HoBSTED  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  part  of  which  lands  ate 
in  Rochester,  the  boundary  of  the  liberty  of  that  city  extending 
towards  the  south-east  as  far  as  this  mansion. 

This  place,  as  mentioned  in  another  part  of  our  history,  is 
supposed  to  have  taken  its  name  from  Horsa  the  Saxon  general. 

The  manor,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  was  part  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  family  of  the  Apulderfield's,  as,  in  the  38lh  of 
that  reign,  William  de  Apulderfield  obtained  a  charter  of  .^« 
warren  for  his  lands  at  Horsted.  After  this  family  became 
extinct,  it  passed  to  the  Waryn's,  one  of  whom,  John,  son  of 
Edward  Waryn,  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  12tb  of  Edward  HI. 
From  that  name  it  went  to  Benedict  de  Fulsham,  whose  de- 
scendant Richard  held  it  at  his  death,  when  it  passed  through 
the  names  of  the  Jones's,  the  Venour's,  the  Markham's,  the 
Tate's,  Sir  Richard  Lee  Harvey,  and  Walter  Hatley  Foote,  esq-, 
on  the  death  of  which  latter  gentleman,  in  1791,  his  son,  Geo^ 
Talbot  Hatley  Foote,  succeeded  to  it,  and  in  that  year  was 
owner  of  this  estate. 

There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

Snodkusst,  usually  called  SnolUdge,  is  a  hamlet,  formerly 
part  of  the  possessions  of  the  family  of  the  Crcvequer's,  lords 
of  Chatham.    In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  was  possessed  by 
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ihe  Badleiimere'e,  but  Bartholoinew  de  Badlesmere  joining  witH 
tlie  barona,  was  taken  and  executed  at  Canterbnry.  Notwith- 
standing his  delinquency,  hia  young  son  Giles  found  such 
fiivor  with  the  king  tiiat,  in  the  7tb  of  Edward  III.  doing  ho-i 
mage,  fae  had  posseMion  granted  of  bis  inheritance,  thoifgb  not 
then  of  age,  when,  dying  without  isaue,  his  fonr  sisters  became 
bis  cobeirs,  one  of  whom  parted  with  her  interest  therein  to 
Benedict  de  Fulsbam.  His  descendants  held  it  under  Henry  V.; 
after  which  this  estate  paased  through  the  same  succession  of 
ownerships  as  Great  Delce,  in  Rochester,  till  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anae,  when  Richard  Lee,  of  Great  Delce,  passed  it  away  by  sale 
b)  Robert  Harrey,  who  alienated  it,  with  other  estates,  to 
Williatn  Walter,  esq.,  of  Chatham.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
Asiire,  ajet»  indented,  or,  between  three  tpread  eagles,  argent, 
and  died  in  1745,  when  be  gare  this  estate  to  his  nephew, 
Hinnas  Walter,  who  conveyed  it  to  Hatley  Foote,  esq.,  and 
his  son,  George  Foote,  esq.  afterwards  possessed  the  same. 

Sbttihgton,  otherwise  Sittinuton,  is  a  farm  and  reputed 
manor  io  this  parish,  which,  in  the  reign  of  James  1.,  was  part 
of  those  ample  possessions,  in  this  neighbourhood,  that  were 
owned  by  Sir  Maximilian  Dalyson,  who,  at  his  death,  bev 
<]neathed  this  estate  to  his  son,  and  he,  in  like  manner,  was 
BDCceeded  by  bis  son,  Mr.  Charles  Dalyson,  of  Chatham.' 
The  latter  alienated  the  property  to  Mr.  Isaac  Walker,  of  Lutton; 
in  this  parish,  who  devised  it  by  will  to  his  three  eons,  and 
their  several  shares  were,  in  1714,  centered  in  Mr.  John  Walker, 
the  only  surviving  son  of  Richard,  eldest  of  the  above-men* 
tioned  heirs.  He  passed  it  by  sale  to  Mr.  Richard  Venner,  of 
Northfleet,  wb(»e  heirs  sold  it  to  Mr.  Laurence,  whence  it 
passed,  in  1773,  to  Mr.  John  Holloway,  of  London,  who  ap- 
pears afterwards  to  have  alienated  this  manor. 

There  is  a  good  old  mansion,  called  Room  Housb,  situated 
a  SBoall  distance  from  the  High  street  of  Chatham,'  on  the  road 
leading  to  Maidstone.  It  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  the  Walker's,  who  alienated  it  to  Commodore  Mihill, 
who  sold  it  to  George  Hinde,  esq.,  and  at  his  death  it  was  pos- 
sessed by  his  widow,  when  it  was  sold  to  James  Best,  esq.  of 
Chatham.  He  died  in  1782,  one  of  whose  sons,  Mr.  Richard 
Best,  afterwards  resided  there. 

The  Fomd,  usually  styled  the  Cuebt,    at  Chatham. 
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the  produce  of  whidi  U  regularly  appropriated  for  the  relief  of 
Sfulora  who  have  been  wounded  in  the  seivioe,  was  fint  planned 
by  Sir  Francia  Drake,  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  1588,  after 
the  defeat  oftha  Spanish  AnQftda,  when  the  seamen  of  the  royal 
navy  voluntarily  agreed  to  advanoe  a  Cevtain  portwa  of  ^air 
pay  towards  the  support  of  their  diBtressed  comradee.  This  wM 
found  to  answer  so  well  the  benerc^knt  purposes  for  which  it 
was  designed,  that  it  haa  beea  conUnned  to  the  pnunt  tine, 
and  been  at  different  periods  countenanced  and  enconraged  hy 
the  crowD  and  legislttire  authorities.  In  tbe  Ist  of  James  II., 
when  a  furllier  duty  of  fire  slulli«ga  per  ton  was  laid  on  all 
foreign  built  ships,  one  moiety  was  given  by  Pariiament  fortlio 
use  of  this  charity,  which  is  also  possessed  of  many  landed 
estates  in  tliis  connty.  It  is  under  the  management  of  severd 
geT«rn(H^,  an  acconntant,  paynaater,  ^erk,  and  surgeon;  the 
amount  of  the  gratuities  and  pensions  being  distiibated  tram 
the  produce  of  the  rersnnes,  to  such  Beamco  wounded  in  the 
serviee,  in  proportions  adequate  to  their  iosaes  or  snfierings,  as 
are  set  forth  in  the  smart  ticket  made  out  by  the  surgeen,  aod 
ugned  by  the  csptun,  lieutenant,  master,  and  alt  the  wanant 
officers, 

Chatham  is  within  the  BccLssiAaTiOAL  luRisBiCTian  of 
the  diocese  and  dtanertf  of  Rochester.  Tbe  new  church  is  dedi- 
cated to  St.  John,  and  was  erected' about  eight  years  back  ;  lbs 
architect  was  Robert  Smirke,  esq. ,  and  the  building  superin- 
tended by-^Brigden,e8q.  This  edifiae  is  calculated  to  contain 
2000  penoDS,  the  cost  of  the  Btructure  having  been  defrayed  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  creoti<»i  of  churcfaea. 

In  the  old  church,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Maty,  which  was 
enlaced  and  rebuilt  in  1788,  are  many  raonumeatal  inscrip- 
tions, and,  among  others,  the  following  for  William  Nurse,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Beet,  of  this  parish ;  a  monunent  for  Jeremy 
Gregory,  and  sjoothcr  for  Edwaid  Yardley,  esq.  of  Chatham;  a 
memento,  with  arms ;  a  male  figure  between  bis  two  wives, 
empaled.  Or,  two  hari  in  chief,  a  lion  paisanl,  tor  Sir  Edward 
Gregory,  eonmissioner  of  Chatham  yard.  In  tbe  nave  are  two 
brass  plates,  and  an  inscription  for  Stephen  Borough,  who  died 
in  1 584,  having  discovered  Muscovia  by  the  nortb-sea  passage. 
A  monument  for  Sir  John  Cox,  captain  in  the  navy,  killed  in 
an  engagement  with  the  Dutch  in  1672.     Near  the  west  door, 
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on  ft  pedestal,  is  the  figure  of  a  man  to  the  middle,  with  his 
right  hand  on  a  death's  head,  holding  a  book  in  his  left ;  arms, 
Amncom  paittaa,  rrguardant,  or,  for  Keimke  Edisbury,  esq., 
mrreyor  of  the  navy,  obiit  1636. 

The  charch,  esteemed  a  curacy,  is  not  valued  in  the  king's 
books;  tile  parsonage,  or  great  tithes  of  which,  are  held  under 
lesse  from  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester.  The  cure  is 
rnpplied  by  a  curate  of  their  nomination,  licensed  by  the  bishop, 
who  enjoys,  by  leasa  from  that  body,  at  a  rental  of  one  penny 
perannum^  all  the  amall  tithes,  and  vioarial  docs  of  thispatisfa. 

In  the  census  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  in  1821,  the 
populations  of  Chatham  uid  Rocbeatci  are  «iumerated  together, 
being  as  follow  :  dwellings  4135;  males  1 1,245,  females  12,818, 
makii^  a  total  of  24,063  souls. 

GiLLiNOHAM  lies  northeaatward  from  Chatham,  called  in 
Domesday  record,  Otliageham,  and  is  boaaded  by  the  river 
Medwiqr  towards  the  north. 

This  parish  extends  from  north  to  sooth  nearly  five  mites,  and . 
two  from  east  to  west,  the  high  London  road  crossing  the  ceirtrs 
esBlward  fKtm  Chatham  hill ;  soutiiwaTd  of  which  it  presents  a 
billy, dreary  country,  much  covered  with  coppice  woods  of  oak. 
The  soil  is  a  poor  unfertile  red.  earth,  much  intermixed  with 
rotten  flints^  and  among  the  woods  are  several  small  hamlets, 
(is.  Darling  green,  Capston,  and,  at  the  southern  bonndary, 
near  Bredhurst,  the  h^let  and  chapel  of  Lidsing,  full  foni 
nileg  distant  (torn  the  paii^-church.  Below  the  London  road 
the  ground  descends  northward,  and,  at  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
distaat,  is  the  village  of  Gillingham,  with  the  church  at  the  east 
lide.  Near  the  latter  is  a  handsome  house,  the  residence  of 
Mr,  William  Danne,  and  eastward  hence  are  the  several  estates 
of  the  Grange,  Eastcouft,  and  Twydali,  and,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance lower  down,  the  marshes,  extending  to  the  Medway,  and 
constituting  the  northern  boundary  of  this  parish.  On  the 
■bore  is  a  fort,  erected  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  for  the  defence 
of  the  dockyard  and  navy  stationed  here;  and,  during  the  fa- 
iBOiis  expedition  of  the  Dutch,  in  1667,  previously  referred  to, 
th«te  were  not  more  than  four  guns  in  this  fcNrt  capable  of  being 
o*ed.  It  is  now  called  GUHngkam  easlle,  having  never  been  a 
pUce  (rf  mach  defence,  and  now  totally  in  ruins.    Westward  of 
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the  village  is  Upbury,  and  the  manor-house  of  Westcoort, 
llwyond  which  the  ground  asceads  to  the  suinmitor  the  chalk 
hili,  on  which  is  the  town  of  Brompton,  commanding  a  beauti- 
ful prospect  over  the  river  and  adjoining  country,  close  to  which 
are  the  h'^nea  of  fortification  already  noticed  in  the  deacripUon 
of  the  adjoining  parish  of  Chatham,  wherein  part  of  them  lie; 
and,  below,  the  dockyard,  a  portion  of  which  Ukewise  is  within 
this  parish. 

Tbelowerpartof  Gillingham,  not  ezcepUng  the  village, from 
its  contiguity  to  the  marshes,  is  extremely  unhealthy ;  it  is 
mostly  inhabited  by  persons  belonging  to  the  dockyard,  and 
pther  departments  of  Government,  or  persona  who  have  belonged 
Ito.thenavy,  and  have  retired;from  the  service.  A  fsir  is  h^ 
here  annually  on  Easter  Tuesday. 

About  one  hundred  years  ago,  there  was  dug  up  in  the  salt 
narshes,  in  this  parish,  a  large  um,  holding  the  qnantity  of  a 
bushel,  containing  some  fragments  of  burnt  bones  and  ashes. 

The  annals  of  St.  Austin  mention  a  battle  haritig  been 
fought  at  Gillingham,  between  Edmund,  sumaroed  Ironside, 
and  Canute  the  Danish  king,  William,  sumamed  Gillingham, 
from  his  birth  in  this  parish,  lived  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
He  was  a  monk  of  Canterbury,  of  the  Benedictine  .order,  a  very 
learned  man,  who  wrote  the  history  of  (his  nation,  and  of  bis 
own  monastery,  which  was  in  great  esteeiAi  at  that  period. 
William  Adams,  a  famous  seaman,  was  also  born  here,  havmg 
been  the  first  who  effectually  discovered  Japan,  to  which  remote 
island  he  began  his  voyage  in  1598.  He  died  about  1612.  In 
1695  the  Royal  Sovereign,  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  being  judged 
unfit  for  service,  was  laid  up  in  the  river  close  to  this  castle, 
but,  through  negligence,  was  set  on  fire  and  burned. 
'  The  manor  of  Gillingham,  extending  over  the  isle  of  Graine, 
was  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  church  of  Canterbury 
long  before  the  Norman  conquest,  and  entered  in  Domesday 
under  the  general  title  of  lands  of  the  Archbishop  t>f  Canter- 
bury. This  manor  seems  to  have  oontinued  part  of  the  posses- 
sions of  that  see  till  the  3d  of  Elizabeth,  when  the  queen  took 
it  into  her  hands  for  the  exchange  of  other  premises,  and  made 
many  grants  of  different  portions,  from  time  to  time;  several 
parcels  of  the  demesne  lands  having  been  given  to  Thomas 
Heyborne,  for  a  term  of  years  ;  as  did  King  James,  in  his  3d 
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^r,  to  Tliomas  and  William  Short.  King  Charles,  in  his  let 
year,  made  a  grant  to  William  Payneter,  which  at  that  king's 
death  was  vested  in  Heury  Gouldlng,  The  powers  then  acting 
ieized  on  all  the  royal  estates  Tor  the  benefit  of  the  State,  when 
this  property  was  sold  to  Robert  Read,  Robert  Anderson,  and 
others,  who  retained  them  till  the  Restoration,  upon  which 
Alynlon,  son  of  William  Payneter,  took  possession  of  them  &b 
heir  to  tiis  father.  He  afterwards  obtained  a  grant  of  this 
msDor,  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Robert  Payneter, 
who  alienated  his  interest  therein  about  the  year  1720,  to 
Thomas  l^mbarde,  esq.  of  Sevenoak,  on  the  death  of  whose 
SOD  of  the  same  name,  they  became  vested  in  his  son,  Multon 
Lambarde,  esq.  of  Sevenoak. 

There  are  scarcely  any  remains  of  the  Archiefiscopal 
Palace,  which  adjoined  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard,  ex- 
cepting a  lai^  building  of  stone,  now  used  as  a  barn,  which, 
from  the  remains  of  a  chimney  at  each  end,  was  either  the 
great  hail,  or  kitchen  of  the  palace.  Within  the  foundations 
of  the  old  circuit  walls  stand  the  house  and  other  buildings  be- 
longing to  the  court  lodge  of  the  manor.  A  coin  of  the  empe- 
ror Antoninus  was  dug  up  within  these  walls. 

East  and  West  Court  are  two  manors  in  this  parish,  an- 
ciently but  one,  being  held  of  the  archbishop  as  of  his  manor 
of  Gillingham,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  by  Sir  Hugh  de 
Gillingbam.  His  descendant  Thomas  died  without  issue  male, 
leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs  ;  Margaret,  married  to  John 
Thorpe,  and  Isabel  to  William  Greenstreet,  commonly  called 
Grensted,  who  divided  this  manor,  the  former  posgessiog  West 
court,  and  the  latter  Bast  court. 

West  Court  manor  was  sold  by  John  Thorpe  (o  Thomas 
Bradbury,  who  died  possessed  of  it  under  Henry  VII.,  and  one 
of  his  descendants  passed  it  to  Nicholas  Leveson,  ofWIiorne's 
place,  in  Cookstone,  after  which  it  passed  through  many  names, 
and  at  length  became  vested  in  Christopher  Scaries,  gent,  of 
Hackstaple,  in  Sutton  at  Hone*  On  his  death,  in  174],  his 
widow  became  entilled  to  the  property  for  her  life,  and  after  her 
death  in  1774,  their  three  surviving  daughters,  Anna,  wife  of 
John  Strover,  of  Rochester;  Jane  Arabella,  married  to  George 
Weekly;  gent.;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Poynton,  became 
joint  owners  of  this  property, 
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A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  extends  over  tbtt 
part  of  the  parish  called  Brompton,  the  ssidq  being  built  on  Uie 
demeene  land  belonging  thereto ;  the  tenants  are  alt  freeholders 
in  free  socage  tenure. 

East  Codrt  manor  was  given  by  the  will  of  William 
Greenstreet,  to  his  sister's  eon  and  heir-at-law,  Benedict  Webb, 
whose  grandson,  John  Webb,  left  issue  two  sons,  who,  in  tbe 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  same  to  William 
Payneter,  esq.,  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  in  whose  descendants  it 
cbnlinned  till  Robert  Payneter,  under  George  I.,  having  pro- 
cured an  Act  of  Parliament  for  that  purpose,  a:lienated  it  to 
Thomas  Lambard,  esq.  of  Sevenoak,  since  tbe  death  of  whose 
son,  of  the  same  name,  this  manor  is  now  become  vested  in  his 
son,  Multon  Lombard,  of  the  same  place. 
A  coUrt-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

At  the  general  snrvey  of  Domesday,  Odo  bishop  of  Bayenx 
was  possessed  of  an  estate  in  this  parish,  which  was  entered 
under  the  general  title  of  his  lands  in  that  record,  and  upon  his 
disgrace  confiscated  to  the  crown. 

The  Manor  op  Twidall,  with  an  estate  in  this  parish, 
called  Dane  Codrt,  was  certainly  part  of  these  possessions, 
and  were  both,  about  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  held  by  a  family 
which  thence  assumed  its  surname.  Adam  de  Twidall  owned 
this  estate,  as  also  Dane  court,  from  whom  they  descended  to 
Roger  de  Twidall,  who,  in  the  38th  of  Edward  III.,  passed 
them  away  to  Robert  BeauBtz,  of  Acton,  in  Charing,  who  bore 
for  his  arms.  Or,  on  a  bend,  three  belli.  He  married  Joaiie, 
daughter  of  Roger  de  Twidall,  and  in  their  descendants  these 
estates  continued  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  when,  by  a 
daughter  and  coheir,  Joan,  they  went  in  miirriage  to  Robert 
Arnold,  and  after  passing  through  many  names,  became  vested 
in  Multon  Lambarde,  esq.  of  Sevenoak. 

Dane  Codrt,  however,  which  went  by  marriage  to  John 
Thorpe,  was  sold  by  One  of  bis  descendants,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  to  Henry  Harland,  who  pasted  it  to  William  Short, 
and  he  died  possessed  of  it  in  1641,  when,  after  some  interme- 
diate owners,  it  became  vested  in  Robert  Parker,  esq.  of 
Maidstone. 

John  Beufitz,  of  Twidall,  by  will  in  1433,  foanded  and  en- 
dowed a  chanlrt/,  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptist,  for  one  priest 
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to  celebrate  man  for  the  souIh  of  himscdr,  his  wife,  and  ances* 
tors,  wbioh  chapel  was  suppressed  in  the  lat  of  Edward  VI. 

Philipott  says,  the  seats  in  the  chapel,  and  other  remains, 
prove  it  to  have  been  formerly  a  neat  and  elegant  piece  of  archi- 
tecture, as  it  appeared  some  years  ago.  tt  naa  pulled  down  id 
1756,  with  part  of  the  old  bouse.  The  chapet  that  joined  the 
main  building,  was  in  the  vrtng  ranning  northward,  being  very 
Handsomely  wainscoted • 

Tkb  G-RANOB,  anciently  called  Gretich,  is  a  manor  in  this 
ptiisb,  part  <^f  which  has  been  accounted,  from  the  earliest 
times,  a  member  of  the  ancient  cinque  port  of  Hastings,  in 
SwMex,  whose  civil  aa  well  ns  criminal  jurisdiction  extends 
over  about  120  acres.  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  Stephen 
de  PeacMter,  constable  of  Dover  castle,  anil  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  in  the  reign  of  Edward  HI.,  that  the  Grench  was 
boaad  to  find  one  ship,  and  two  able  and  well  armed  men,  to 
make  up  the  quota  of  twenty-one  ships,  in  each  of  which  there 
were  to  be  twenty-one  able  men,  well  armed,  to  continue  in  (be 
king's  service  for  forty  days. 

This  manor,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  was  held  in  ser- 
geantry  by  Manasser  de  Hasting,  at  which  time  it  was  valued 
at  lOOa.  In  the  6th  of  Edward  I.,  Mathew  de  Hasting  was 
found  to  die  possesied  of  the  manor  of  Grench,  belonging  to 
the  port  of  Hastings,  which  he  held  of  the  king,  by  the  service 
of  finding  one  oar,  whenever  the  king  should  sail  towards  that 
port.  From  the  name  of  Hasting  it  went  by  purchase  to 
Richard  Smelt ;  whose  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  Richard  Croydon,  who  dying  without  issue  male, 
his  daughter,  Margery,  entitled  her  husband,  John  Philipott, 
to  the  fee  of  the  same.  He  was  at  that  time  alderman  of 
London,  afiCerwards  lord  mayor,  and  the  following  year,  being 
the  8tfa  of  Richard  II.,  among  others,  knighted  at  Smithfield 
hy  the  king,  as  a  reward  for  bis  services,  ia  having  overthrowu 
the  rebel,  Wat  Tyler  i  and  at  the  same  time,  had  a  coat  of  aug> 
mentation  to  his  arms,  viz.  Gulei,  a  cross  belwten/our  stBorSs, 
trgfoU,  the  pomels  and  kilts,  or.  He  rendered  many  eminent 
KTTices  to  the  country,  by  fitting  out  a  fleet  of  ships  to  cleat 
the  teas  of  the  pirates,  then  infesting  them ;  be  also  surprised 
and  took  John  Mercer,  a  Scotch  pirate,  who  had  greatly 
destroyed  the  trade  of  the  city,  and  also  fifteen  sail  of  Spanish 
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ehips,  richly  laden  anil  freiglited  with  merchandize;  all  which 
he  gave  for  the  assistance  of  the  king,  in  his  war  in  Fraace, 
where  he  maintained  1000  men.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  was 
called  before  the  council  for  fitting  out  this  fleet  without  the 
license  of  the  king,  and  would  have  been  hardly  dealt  by,  had  not 
Hichard  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Aiundel,  stood  his  friend,  and  brought 
him  off  with  honour  and  reputation. 

He  erected  a  chapel  at  his  manor  of  Grange,  long  since  dese- 
crated, and  made  use  of  as  a  barn,  having  been  ralued,  at  the 
dissolution,  at  £G  per  annum.  In  this  chapel,  ^e  stonework 
round  the  great  window  was  entirely  covered  with  coats  of 
arms,  being  his  augmentation,  and  each  coat  joined  to  the  next 
in  one  continued  cross^  which  arms  were  impaled  with.  On  a 
fesss  three  mullets  on  a  chief,  a  mullet  between  a  leopard's  Jbcef 
and  t  star  of  six  points.  Jle  died  in  the  8th  year  of  the  abore 
reign,  and  was  buried,  with  the  lady  Jane  Stamford,  his  wife. 
near  the  entrance  into  the  choir  of  the  Grey  Friar's  church,  in 
London,  having  bequeathed,  by  will,  several  charitable  legacies 
to  the  poor,  and  this  manor  to  his  second  son,  Mr.  John  PhiU- 
pott,  who,  in  the  1  Ith  of  Henry  VI.,  exchanged  it  for  Twiford, 
in  Middlesex,  with  Richard  Bamme,  esq.  It  subsequently 
passed  through  a  variety  of  owners  till  1791,  when  it  went,  by 
the  will  of  Mrs.  Anne  Thornicroft,  to  her  nephew,  Alured 
Pinct[e,esq.  of  Sharsted,  who  sold  it,  in  1796,  to  the  present 
possessor. 

Upberv  is  a  manor  lying  on  the  western  part  of  this  paristi, 
which  anciently  belonged  to  the  Benedictine  nunnery  of  St. 
Sexburg,  in  the  Isle  of  Shepey,  to  which  it  was  given,  with 
the  rectory,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  It  so  remained  till  the 
dissolution,  under  Henry  VIII,,  who  demised  it,  for  a  term,  to 
Sir  Thomas  Cheney ;  and  his  son.  Sir  Henry,  afterwards  lord 
Cheney,  alienated  this  manor,  rectory,  and  advowson  of 
Gillingham,  to  Dr.  Alexander  Nowel,  dean  of  St.  Paul's;  and 
he  devised  it  to  the  principals  and  scholars  of  Brazen  Nose 
College,  in  Oxford.  The  lease  of  this  estate  was,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  sold  to  Adam  Baynes,  gent.,  who  alienated  it 
to  John  Kingsford,  esq.  of  Canterbury,  whose  son,  Zachariah, 
of  Chatham,  passed  away  his  interest  to  Mr.  Augustine  Simp. 
son,  of  Southwark.  His  kinsman,  in  I72I,  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Adiam,  whose  widow  alienated  her  interest  to  Mr.-  John  Proby; 
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and  fae  died  intestate,  leaving  a  Widow  and  five  chtldran.  Soon 
srter  she  became,  by  agreement,  entitled  to  the  entire  interest  of 
this  lease,  which  at  her  death,  in  1771,  she  devised  to  Christo- 
fher  Fullagar,  of  Cliff,  ye'oman,  during  the  infancy  of  his 
children  by  her  niece.  He  afterwards  resided  ia  the  manor 
bouse,  and  occupied  the  estate,  of  which  he  bad  a  new  term 
granted,  aobject  to  Mrs.  Proby'a  will ;  there  is  a  court-baroa 
exeepted  out  of  the  lease,  granted  by  the  college,  held  for  thi* 
mvior.  The  tenants  are  ell  freeholders  in  common  socage 
tenure,  holding  by  fealty  and  suit  of  court  every  three  weeks.  ' 
LiDsiNG,  usually  called  Lydging,  is  a  manor  and  hamlet 
^ing  at  the  soutbem  extremity  of  this  parish,  near  Bredhurst,' 
part  being  in  the  parish  of  Chatham. 

This  estate  was  formerly  the  inheritance  of  the  ancient  family 
ef  Sharsted ;  Simon  de  Sharsted  held  it  at  his  death,  in  the' 
reign  of  Edward  I.;  and  Sir  Henry  de  Leyborne  was  possessed 
•f  it  under  Edward  11. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  wtw  in  the  family  of  the  Say's ; 
as  Sir  R<^er  de  Say,  in  the  30lh  year  of  that  prince,  granted- 
to  his  brother,  Sir  Jeffry  de  Say,  his  manor  of  Sharsted  and 
Lyes^e,  to  hold  in  perpetual  inheritance.  He  appears  to  have 
alienated  these  premises  to  Robert  Belknapp,  who,  under 
Edward  III,,  granted,  among  other  premises,  a  moiety  of  this 
manor  of  Ledesinge,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochester. 

The  other  moiety  continued  longer  in  the  name  of  Belknapp, 
as  Robert  Belknapp,  above  mentioned,  was  afterwards  knighted* 
but  favoring  too  much  the  designs  of  Richard  11.,  he  waff 
attainted,  and  baniabed  to  Ireland  by  the  Parliament,  and 
thaagh  by  the  same  power  permitted  to  return,  his  attainder 
■till  contioned,  and  his  lands  remained  forfeited  as  before.  Tho 
king  coouderiog  him  a  martyr  to  bis  interest,  then  granted  him 
several  estates,  and  among  others,  this  moiety  of  Lidesinge ; 
bat  it  did  not  loag  remain  with  him,  as  by  a  deed,  in  the  3d  of 
of  Henry  IV,,  be  gave  it  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  ia 
Roeheaur,  for  one  monk,  being  a  prieat,  to  celebrate  mass  in 
the  cathedral,  for  the  souls  of  himself,  bis  predecesaors,  and 
sQcoesBors. 

The  priory  of  Rochester  becoming  thus  entitled  to  the  whole 
fee  of  this  manor,  continued  to  possess  it  till  the  dissolution, 
ouder  Ueary  VIII.,  when  being  surrendered  to  tho  king,  he 
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settled  it  on  his  new  fouiulad  dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheiter, 

where  it  stJIl  remains. 

At  this  manor  oF  Lydsing  there  has  been  a  ch^tel  of  ease  to 
the  pfuish  or  Gilltnghao),  where  divine  service  is.  performed  once 
a  month,  though  there  are  but  six  kouaes  withia  the  distnat> 
The  chancel  or  east  end  of  this  chapel  was  rebuilt,  some  years 
back,  with,  brick,  at  the  expense  of  the  late  vicar,  Mr.  J^in- 
son.  It  is  endowed  with  all  the  tithes  of  the  hamlet,  and  waa 
valued,  in  1650,  by  ordec  of  the  ruling  power,  at  £2&  pet 
annum. 

There  is  a  marsh,  called  Chuicb  marsh,  which  the  saxton 
used  to  enjoy  by  custom,  for  keeping  the  church  clean ;  but  it 
has  of  late  years  been  detained  by  the  rectors. 

QiLLiNdHAH  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jukisdictiok 
of  the  diaeett  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  arch- 
bishop, ia  within  the  deanery  of  Shoreham.  The  ehoicb, 
situated  at  the  east  end  of  the  village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Maiy 
Magdalen,  and  consists  of  three  aisles  and  a  chancel,  with  a 
handsome  tower  steeple  at  the  west  end. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  are  the  following : 
in  the  chancel,  brasses  for  William  Beaufitz  and  his  wife ;  one 
for  Franois  Phillips,  vicar.  In  the  south  chancel  are  brasses  for 
the  family  of  the  Bamme's;  another  for  Chrisagon  Towle; 
also  for  the  family  of  the  Qoulding's,  and  William  Haward,  of 
Granch.  In  the  north  chancel,  belonging  to  the  manor  of 
Twidall,  is  a  monument  for  Anthony  Payneter,  esq.  of  Bast 
court ;  and  in  the  nave,  brasses  for  William  Godfrey  and  bis 
two  wives.  In  the  Jtegistrum  Raffetuit  is  an  acoount  of  the 
punted  glass  remaining  in  tha  windows  in  1621,  when  it 
appears,  from  the  record  in  question,  that  the  windows  wsra 
most  beautifully  ornamented  with  subjects  of  scripture  history, 
as  well  as  the  arms  and  names  of  the  family  of  the  Beaufitx's, 
most  probably  the  principal  benefactors.  Besides  historical 
subjects,  there  was  the  portrait  of  Robert  Beaufita,  who  lies  in 
the  chancel,  with  the  coat  of  GiUingbam,  quarterly,  Ermiae 
and  guki;  also  the  portrait  of  Jc^a  Beaufitz,  the  younger,  with 
a  garland  of  roses  on  his  head,  who  lies  buried  in  the  noith 
cliaptl. 

In  the  chancel  were  formerly  many  brasses,  with  figures  and 
arms  £or  the  faoiily  of  (he  Beaufilz's  i  and  in  the  nich  over  the 
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jNHcb,  at  the  west  end  of  the  charch,  stood  the  image  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  commoDly  styled  Our  Lady  of  Gillingham,  which 
WIS  esteemed  of  such  sanctity,  that  pilgrimagea  were  anciently 
performed  to  her  shrine. 

The  presentation  to  the  vicarage  continues  in  the  possession 
of  the  principal  and  scholars  of  Brazen  Nose  college.  In  the 
8th  of  Richard  11..  the  church  of  GilUnghatn  was  valued  at  £40. 

This  vicarage  was  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at 
£1fi  13  11},  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  jC  I  11  4].  In  a  survey 
made  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  in  this  diocese,  in  1650,  it 
was  retnmed  that,  in  Oillingham,  there  was  a  vicarage,  pre- 
■entative  by  the  college  of  Brazen  Nose,  in  Oxford,  worth 
£48  per  annum. 

In  the  last  census  of  the  population  for  1821,  Oillingham, 
with  the  villes  of  Grange  and  Lidsing,  contain  1068  dwellings'; 
3043  mdes,  3321  females,  total  6363  souls. 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  AXSTANE 

Lies  southeastward  from  that  of  Dabtford  and  Wilmimi- 
TOH,  and  is  called  in  the  survey  of  Domesday  AcheHan,  and  in 
some  ancient  writings,  Clacksloru.  In  the  7th  of  Edward  I.  it 
was  called  by  its  present  name,  the  king  and  the  archbishop 
being  then  lorda  paramount  of  this  hundred. 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  (Ati  Hundred  answered  for  four- 
teen knight's  fees  and  a  half;  and  the  fifth  and  forlielb  part  of 
a  knight's  fee. 

It  contains  the  pariahee  of  Sdtton  at  Hone,  Dabent, 
Stone,  Swanscombe,  Southflebt.  Longfibld,  Fawk- 
HAM,    Hartley,    Ridlkv,    Ash.     Kino  down    excepting 

WoOOLAND,    HORTON  KlRKHY,    FaRN  INaH  AH,  GTMSFOaO, 

and  LuLLiNGSTONE,  with  the  churches  of  those  parishes,  and 
partof  Cowden,  the  church  of  which  is  in  another  hundred. 

SuTTOM  AT  Hone  was  once  so  considerable,  as  to  confer  its 
name  on  the  whole  lath.  It  was  called  in  Latin  Sulhtuna, 
from  its  situation  south  of  the  town  of  Dartford,  and  had  the 
addition  of  At  Hone,  from  lying  low  in  the  valley. 
\This  parish  contains  about  3100  acres  of  land,  of  which  250 
are  wood.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  as  to  the  eastern  part,  in 
the  vale,  through  which  a  branch  of  the  river  Darent  runs,  at 
the  eastern  boundary,  near  the  turnpike  road  from  Dartford  to 
Parningham,  where  it  continues  to  Sevenoak,  passing  through 
Hau  ley,  and  the  village  of  Sutton,  near  which  are  most  of  the 
gentlemen's  seats  hereafter  mentioned,  with  the  parsonage  and 
vicarage.  Hence  the  ground  rises  westward  to  the  hill  with  the 
church,  which  stands  one  lield  distant  from  the  above  road. 
The  soil  of  this  parish  is  in  general  light,  stony,  and  much 
inchned  to  gravel,  though  there  is  a  good  deal  of  chalk  in  differ- 
ent parts.  There  is  also  some  fertile  land  in  the  southern  dis- 
trict, adjoining  to  Horton  ;  but  the  western  part,  near  the  Par- 
ningham road,  is  extremely  poor,  and  what  is  not,  coppice  wood. 
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mosUy  covefed  with  healli  and  furze,  especially  aliout  that 
part  called  the  warren. 

That  curious  naturalist,  Abraham  Hill,  esq.,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  St.  John'8,  about  the  year  1670,  planted  in  an  orchard 
adjoining  his  mansion,  the  most  esteemed  Truita  from  Devonshire 
and  H^eford shire,  both  apples  and  pears,  used  in  those  coun* 
ties  for  making  cyder  and  perry,  with  the  intent  of  introducing 
them  among  the  orchards  of  this  county;  many  are  still  re- 
mainin^,  among  which  are  sereral  trees  of  that  scarce  fruit 
called  tke  Keiiliik  pippin. 

In  the  record  of  Domesday,  Levenot  de  Sudtone  is  said  to 
have  had  the  privilege  of  sac  and  loc  within  the  lathe  of 
Sutton. 

Rubert  Basing,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  gave  to  the 
KntKht's  Hospitallers  the  manors  op  Sutton  at  Hoke  and 
Halgell,  now  Hawlkt,  in  this  parish,  Elen  de  Saukevile. 
daughter  of  Ralph  de  Dene,  gave  all  her  lands  of  Lageham,  in 
Penshurst,  to  the  manor  of  Sutton.  Ralph  de  Penshurst  gave 
more  lands  and  rents  there  to  this  manor ;  Nicholas,  son  of 
NicholaadeTwytham,  gave  rents,  with  their  appurtenances, 
in  the  parish  of  Sutton;  and  Gilbert,  son  of  William  Hellis, 
also  gave  more  lands  and  rents.  In  the  1st  of  Edward  I.  the 
prior  of  St.  John  had  a  confirmation  of  his  liberties  for  his 
hnds  in  Sntton  at  Hone. 

This  manor  seems,  by  the  ancient  rentals,  to  have  formerly 
been  accounted  but  as  an  appendage  to  that  possesRed  by  the 
knights  ill  Dartford,  which  was  constantly  styled  Mattertum  de 
jyerteford  cum  SuUon  at  Hone,  which,  besides  the  parishes  of 
Dartford  and  Sutton,  extended  into  those  of  Ash,  Penshurst, 
Edenbridge,  Chelsfield,  and  Nockbolt,  as  well  as  to  Limpsfield, 
in  Surrey. 

The  manor  of  Sutton  continued  part  of  the  possessiona  of  the 
£night's  Hospitallers,  who  had  a  cotntnonf/er^  established  here. 
There  was  a  convenient  mansion,  of  which  they  had  several  on 
their  different  estates,  where  a  society  of  these  knights  were 
placed  to  take  care  of  their  rents  and-  lands  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. They  were  allowed  proper  maintenance  out  of  the  re- 
venues under  their  care,  and  the  remainder  was  accounted  f(H- 
to  the  grand  prior  at  London,  in  which  state  it  remained  till 
the  dissolution,    when    Henry   VIII.     granted    the  office   of 
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receiver  generil  of  the  reTenuen  of  the  late  dUsotveH  hospital 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusniem,  in  England,  to  Sir  Manfice  Deny*, 
of  a  good  fHmily  in  Olouaeatershire.  The  same  prince,  ir«  his 
35th  yecir,  niso  granted  to  Sir  Maurice  Denys  St.  John's,  amnttifi; 
other  {ireniises,  this  manor  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  the  chapel  ttf 
Sutton,  and  other  lands  and  premises  belonging  thereto,  to 
hold  in  eitpitc  by  knight's  eervice. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Sir  Maorice  levied  a  fine  of  thin 
manor,  and  two  years  after  died  poiseased  of  the  property,  as 
appears  by  the  inquisition  taken  after  liis  death.  Lady  Rlix*- 
bfth  Denya,  his  widow,  then  became  possessed  of  it,  and  died 
in  the  19th  year  of  thnt  queen,  and  by  will  gave  this  manor  to 
her  only  daughter,  widow  of  Vincent  Randyll,  esq.,  and  their 
two  dflughtera,  Catherine  and  Martha,  who  on  their  motlt^rU 
death  became  possessed  of  it  in  undivided  moieties.  Martha 
carried  her  moiety  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Cranfield,  esq.  of 
London,  on  whose  death  it  devolved  to  their  son.  Sir  RanHylt 
Cranfield,  who,  in  the  7th  of  Charles  I.  executed  a  writ  ofpnr' 
iition  of  this  manor,  with  Sarah,  countess  of  Leicester,  and  h«r 
son  Sir  .lohn  Smith,  owner  of  the  other  moiety  ;  when.  «ach 
possessing  part  of  the  demesnea,  aa  weU  aa  part  of  the  serrices, 
«ither  moiely  became  a  soparate  manor. 

That  which  was  allotted  to  Cranfield  retained  the  name  of  St. 
John's,  otherwise  Suttom  Manor,  including  the  ancient  man- 
tionand  chapei  of  tha  Knights, -while  to  this  manor  was  allotted 
the  court-leet  usually  held  for  the  same.  Sir  Randyll  CranfieM, 
by  will  in  1635,  gave  this  manor  to  his  aon,  Vincent  Cranfaeld, 
esq.,  who  by  deed  and  fine,  laid  in  1649,  passed  it  away  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Hollis,  merchant,  of  London  ;  and  he,  with  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  in  1660.  sold  it  by  fine  end  deed  to  Abraham  HiU, 
esq.,  merchant  of  London.  He,  however,  did  not  gainposses- 
sinn  till  1667,  and  afterwards  resided  at  St.  John's,  where  be 
died  in  1721,  leaving  by  his  first  wife,  a  son  Richard,  and  a 
daughter  Frances. 

Richard  Hill  survived  his  father  but  a  few  weeks,  and  dying; 
without  issue,  this  manor  devolved  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  PrvnceB 
HiVl.  who  resided  here,  and  died  possessed  of  the  estate  in. 1736, 
unmarncd,  and  was  buried  in  the  south  aisle  of  Salton  chni^. 
having  a  most  remarkable  and  singular  epitaph  on  her  nionu- 
ment.     She  by  will  gave  this  estate  to  her  kinsman,  William 
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Hill.  cat),  of  CttTwytbinick,  in  Cornwall,  who,  in  1780,  «old  it 
to  Mr.  John  Mumford,  of  Sutton  place,  who  died  in  17ti7,  and 
by  will  devised  this  manor  to  his  eldest  son,  William  Muuifor^, 
esq.  of  this  parish,  and  the  mansion  to  his  youngesi  son,  Joiin 
Mumford,  esq.,  who  was  sheriff  in  1796.  Of  tbe  mansion,  the 
nerth  tide  only  remains,  formerly  the  chapel,  which  has  long 
siflce  been  converted  into  the  tl^^^'itg  house,  and  was  almost 
Tebviltia  1755. 

Tub  othek  moibty  of  the  manor  of  St.  Jobn'si  otherwise 
SuttOQ  at  Hone,  since  known  by  the  name  of  Sutton  Manor, 
was  carried  in  marriage  by  Catberiae,  the  other  daughter  of 
Vincent  Randyll.  to  Robert  Wrote,  esq.,  whose  son  Francis,  of 
Qunton,  in  Suffolk,  conveyed  it  in  the  reign  of  King  James,  to 
Sir  William  Swan,  of  Southlleet,  who  passed  it  away  in  the 
same  reign  to  Geoif  e  Cole,  esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London. 
He,  two  years  after,  sold  this  moiety,  with  the  moiety  of  the 
chapel  of  the  late  priory  of  St.  John's,  to  Sir  John  Smith, 
second  son  of  Customer  Smith,  of  Westenhanger.  He  had 
been  ambassador  to  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and  afterwards 
resided  at  Brooke  place,  in  this  parish,  where  he  died  in  I62o, 
as  is  conjectured  of  the  plague,  which  raged  here  at  that  period. 
He  lies  buried  in  this  church,  under  a  most  costly  monument, 
having  borne  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a  chevron  engrailed,  or, 
between  three  lions  passant,  guardanl  of  the  second,  wbicii  he 
quartered  with  those  of  Judde,  Chiche,  Crioi,  Creveiiuer, 
Averanches,  Chtchele,  and  Stafford.  He  left  by  his  third  wife, 
(■ioca  married  to  Robert  Sidney,  earl  of  Leicester,)  a  son 
Jehu,  afterwards  knighted,  who,  together  with  his  mother,  the 
couate&B  of  Leicester,  executed  their  writ  of  partition,  with  Sir 
Randyll  Cranfield,  owner  of  the  other  moiety  in  the  7th  of 
Charles  I.,  as  before  mentioned. 

That  part  allotted  to  the  countess  of  Leicester,  and  her  sou, 
thus  becoming  a  separate  manor,  with  a  court-baron  appendant, 
acquired  the  aam^  of  the  manor  of  SuUqii,  and  after  the  dtath 
of  tbe  countess  of  Leicester,  passed  with  Brook  place,  into  the 
possession  of  Sir  John  Smith.  He  died,  leaving  by  the  Lady 
Isabella,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  one  son  Robert,  and 
a  daughter  Isabella,  married  to  John  lord  Robarles,  of  Truro. 
Robert  Smith,  esq.  was  of  Bounds,  in  Bidborough,  and  of 
Suttou,  and  marritd  the  Lady  Dorothy  Sidney,  rtliut  of  iJuiry 
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f  arl  of  Sundeiland,  by  whom  lie  had  one  aoa  Robert,  or  Sutton 
al  Hone,  who  wus  governor  of  Dover  castle,  am)  died  in  16S6 
possessed  orihis  manornnd  Brook  place,  leaving  Calherine  hh 
wife,  and  two  sons  surviving,  Henry  and  William,  to  whom  this 
estate  descended  in  gavelkind. 

In  the  10th  of  King  William,  she,  as  guardian  to  her  two 
infant  sons,  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliauient  for  vesting  this  manor 
and  seat  in  trustees,  to  sell  the  Bame,  who  accordingly  in  1699 
conveyed  them  to  Sir  John  Lethieullier,  of  London. 

The  family  of  Lethieullier  appears  to  have  been  of  good  ac- 
count in  France,  as  well  as  Germany,  for  some  generations 
before  it  settled  in  England,  supposed  to  have  taken  place  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  they  fled  hither  to  avoid  the  per- 
secutions in  those  parts  on  account  of  their  religion.  John  de 
Lethieullier  was  a  merchant  of  London,  and  died  at  Lewiaham, 
in  1679,  leaving  eight  children,  of  whom  John,  the  eldest,  was  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  London,  who  served  the  office  of  sheriff  in 
1674,  when  he  was  knighted.  He  purchased  this  estate,  and 
died  in  1718,  and  »as  buried  at  Greenwich  in  a  vault,  over 
which  there  is  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory.  He  left 
two  sons,  John  Lelhieullier,  esq.,  alderman  of  London,  and 
William  of  Beckenham,  and  Sutton  place,  and  three  daughters : 
William,  the  second  son,  possessed  Sutton  manor.  He  left 
by  his  first  wife,  John,  afterwards  of  Sutton  place;  Manning, 
ofLewisham;  and  William,  who  was  of  London,  citizen  and 
grocer.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  one  son  Samuel,  of  Beck- 
enhara,  and  two  daughters,  Letttia  and  Leonora. 

John  Lethieullier,  the  eldest,  succeeded  his  father  in  this 
manor,  a.d,  1733;  he  was  twice  married,  but  left  no  issue, 
and,  dying  in  1760,  gave  all  his  estates  to  his  wife  Anne,  who 
survived  him.  She  (al^er  some  litigation  in  Chancery  with  Mary 
Browne,  who  had  contested  her  right,  but  compromised  the 
same  by  their  deed  in  1766,)  conveyed  ihem  to  Nathaniel  Webb, 
esq.  of  Taunton,  in  Somersetshire,  who,  the  following  year, 
parted  with  Sutton  place,  and  other  lands  belonging  to  these 
estates,  but  the  manor  of  Sutton  continued  some  time  longer  in 
his  possession,  till  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  John  Mumford,  of  Sutton 
place,  who  died  in  1787,  and  by  will  bequeathed  it  after  his 
wife's  death,  to  his  second  son,  John  Mumford,  esq.  of  St. 
John's,  who  possessed  it  the  same  year.     The  manor  of  S(. 
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Juhn't,  ftnd  ihat  of  Sutlon,  pay  each  a  yearly  fecfarm  rent  of 
£1  7  2  lo  the  crown. 

SoTTON  PLACE,  rormcrly  called  Brook  place,  was,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  VIII.,  the  inheritance  of  Nicholas  Sutbam, 
gent.,  after  whose  death,  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Maurice  Denya.  On  his  deceaae,  in  the  6th  of 
Elizabeth,  it  went  to  bis  brother  and  heir  at  law,  Sir  Walter 
Deoya,  of  Durhams,  in  Glouceaiershire,  who,  with  Richard 
Denya  his  aon,  in  the  7th  year  of  that  reign,  sold  it  to  Rowland 
Haward,  alderman  of  London.  He  passed  it  away  to  Martin 
Bowes,  esq.,  who,  in  the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  conveyed  it 
to  Ann  Haddon,  widow  of  Walter  Haddon,  esq.,  principal 
master  of  the  Queen's  court  of  Requests ;  and  she  sold  it  to 
George  Cole,  esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  who,  in  the 
20th  of  Jamea  I.,  alienated  it,  by  the  name  of  Sutton  place, 
with  all  its  appurtenances,  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  who  much 
improved  and  augmented  this  magnificent  pile  of  building,  first 
erected  by  Sir  Maurice  Denya.  This  mansion  remuned  in  the 
descendants  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  as  already  mentioned,  till 
Catherine,  widow  of  Robert  Smith,  esq.,  and  Henry  Smith, 
their  son,  in  1699,  conveyed  it  to  Sir  John  JjCthieullier,  who 
being  informed,  (for  he  never  aaw  it,)  that  this  mansion  was, 
from  its  size,  too  great  an  incumbrance  to  the  estate,  ordered 
part  to  be  pulled  down,  which  was  most  injudiciously  done,  as 
the  curtailment,  in  agreat  measure,  destroyed  the  magnificence 
and  beauty  of  the  structure. 

From  Sir  John  LethieulUer  it  passed  in  like  manner,  with 
SuttoD  manor,  to  Anne,  widow  of  his  grandson,  John  Lethieul- 
lier,  esq.,  who,  with  Mary  Browne,  before  mentioned,  sold  it, 
in  1766,  to  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  He,  the  next  year,  con- 
veyed Sutton  place  to  Mr.  John  Mumford,  who  having  pulled 
down  a  portion,  modernised  the  remainder,  covering  it  with 
white  itncco;  and  having  thus  improved  th^  mansion,  as  well 
as  gronnds  and  gardens,  afterwards  resided  there.  He  died  in 
1787,  leaving  two  sons  and  three  daughters;  William,  now  of 
Sutton  place;  and  John,  of  St.  John's,  in  this  parish,  sheriff 
of  this  county  in  1796.  Mr.  Mumford,  by  his  will,  bequeathed 
this  seat  to  his  widow,  for  her  life,  who  resided  there  with  her 
son,  William,  to  whom,  after  her  death,  he  devised  this  resi- 
dence. 
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Hawlev  is  a  bamlot  situsted  at  the  oorlhem  ezlremity  of 
this  parish,  actjoiniag  to  Wilmington ;  it  ww  ancaMttly  called 
Hagelei,  and  osteesud  part  of  tbe  manor  of  Dartfoid.  the 
king*!  ancifiDt  demMne,  but  befera  taking  lh«  survey  of  Dos«>- 
dajr  it  was  sepajated,  as.  appears,  froai  the  desGiiptioB  in  tbe 
manoF  of  Dartford.  Odo  bishop  of  Bayew  had  tJien  poaaca- 
sioB  of  tbe  Mtata,  as  appears  by  th«  before-mentioned  survey, 
and  when  among  tbe  buids  of  that  prelate,  was  so  entered  in 
lliat  record.  On  his  cUsgiace  it  paased  to  Heery  de  Port,  whs, 
in  1108.  being  the  8th  of  Henry  11.,  with  the  consent  of 
Hawis  bis  wife,  and  Hugh  bia  aon,  gave,  in  perpetual  alma,  to 
the  charch  of  Rocheater,  all  his  titbes  of  Hagelei,  of  which 
that  cburcb  previously  possessed  one  moiety  of  his  gift.  It 
appears  afterwards  to  have  been  owned  by  tbe  family  of  tbe 
Baaing's,  one  of  aihom,  Robert  Basing,  in  tbe  na%a  of  King 
John,  gave  Sutton  and  this  manor  of  Hagelei  to  the  knights 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  commonly  called  tlie  Knight's  Hoif- 
pitallers,  with  whom  it  continued  till  their  dissolution,  in  the 
32d  <tf  Henry  Vlll.  It  has  long  aince  been  merged  in  the 
manor  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  in  tbe  possetsioa  of  John  Mumford, 
esq.  There  was  a  suboTdioate  manor  in  Hawlsy,  formerly 
known  by  tbe  name  of  Haw  Sawters,  otherwise  Sapters,  wtiiob, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  was  held  by  the  noble  bnnily  of 
Hastings.  Laurence  de  HasUngs,  earl  of  Pembroke,  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  under  Edward  III.,  whose  grandson,  John  de 
Hastings,  was  unfortunately  killed  at  a  tournament,  at  Wood- 
stock,  in  tbe  13lh  of  Riehard  II.,  and  dying  without  issue, 
left  Fhilippa,  bis  wife,  surviving,  who  mirryteg  Bichaid 
Filzahin,  eari  of  Arundel,  be  bad  this  manor  in  dowry  with  her. 
She  survived  her  husband  some  yean,  and  on  her  death,  in  tl^ 
3d  of  Henry  IV.,  this  manor,  by  virtue  of  an  entail  made  by 
John  Hastings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  under  Edward  lU.,  ia  the 
event  of  no  issue,  devolved  to  bis  cousin,  William  (U  Beew- 
ohamf ,  baron  Bergavenny.  He  died  in  tbe  12th  of  Henry  IV., 
and  was  saoceeded  by  his  son,  Riohard  Beaachamp,  who  was, 
under  Merny  V.,  created  earl  of  Worcester,  and  »ooa  after 
slain  in  France,  leaving  1^  Isabel  bis  wife,  one  sole  dawghter 
and  heir,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Edward  Nevill,  ayoungeraoa 
of  Ralph  earl  of  Westmoreland,  who  had  possession  granted  of 
tbe  lands  of  her  inheritance ;  be  survived  his  wife,  and  dkd 
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DndirGdmrrd  IV.  .poasoiaed  of  this  manor  of  Sawters.  Hoar 
loDK  it  continued  in  that  family  we  do  not  find,  but  in  the  I  at 
of  Henry  VI 11.  John  Ponltcf  was  In  possassloa  of  ihe  property, 
denended  from  a  family  originally  of  Loughhoroogh ,  in  Leioae- 
ttnhire,  in  the  time  of  Henry  II  ,  and  afVerwarda  aettled  at 
Hilchin,  in  Hertfordsbire ;  which  bore  for  ita  ariiu,  A-rt^L, 
two  bendleU  table,  in  tki^,  a  eorauh  chough  proper.  Hia 
daughter  Anne  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Mayo,  who 
was  possessed  of  it  in  the  beginning;  of  the  reign  of  Elisabeth. 
A^r  passing  through  a  variety  <if  names,  it  then  bee  itne  the 
■nbcritaDce  of  Richard  Leigh,  esq.  sergeant  at  law,  daoeasedf 
nho  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Mumfofd,  of 
Sottoo,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

There  are  two  other  bouses  in  Hawley  of  some  noeo'jnt,  one 
near  Dartford.  bnilt  by  Mr.  tlolland,  whose  daughter  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  Edward  FoWlte,  esq.,  who  died  in  1769,  and 
devised  it  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Francis  Fowke,  who  subsequently 
owned  the  same. 

The  other  seat,  nearer  Sntton,  wa«  rebuilt  by  Samuel  Per* 
eival,  esq.,  on  whose  decease  it  beoame  the  property  of  rear- 
admiral  Robert  Robinson,  esq.  of  EUham,  after  which  it  was 
Kild  to  Thomas  Frs'zer.esq. 

HioHLANDs  is  a  manor  in  thiaparieh,  wealward  from 
Hawley,  edjoining  to  Wilmington,  eo  called  from  its  high 
titMtion. 

This  matter  seems,  from  the  earliest  times,  to  bave  had  the 
tame  possessore  as  the  adjoining  manor  of  Rowehill,  in  Wil- 
nington, 

Aaaelm  de  Gyse  iMd  a  charter  of  Jive  mirrea  granted  to  him 
and  hia  heirs  for  his  lands  in  Witmington  and  Sntton,  under 
Edward  !■.  and  died  the  following  ycnr.  His  great  grandson, 
in  the  6th  of  Edward  11.,  aokl  it  to  SiaKUi  Pranceys,  a  wealthy 
cilizpn  of  I^ndon,  who  died  posieaacd  of  it  in  the  32d  «( 
Edward  III.,  as  appears  by  the  escheat  rolls  of  that  year. 

Who  ibe  intermediate  owners  were,  we  omtaot  find';  bM,  in 
Aerei^  of  Henry  VIII.;  it -was  in  tbe  poisession  of  SirThomas 
Hoyle,  who  gara  it  in  marria^  with  his  youngest  daagbter 
Amy,  to  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Ollantigh,  on  whosedecease  it 
passed  to  bis  eMestson.Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  when  4te  conveyed 
this  manor  to  bis  brother,  Mr.  Rt^intild  Kempe,  xrho  sold  it  at 
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the  Utter  end  or  the  reign  of  Queen  ^izabetli  to  Lanneelot 
Batliurst,  aldermnn  of  London,  and  of  Franks,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. In  his  descendants  it  continued  to  Francis  Bathurst. 
esq.  oT  Franks,  who  died  poesesaed  or  it  in  1738,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Beronice.  married  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Fletcher,  of  London,  when  tlieir  only  daughter  and  heir  Susan, 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Tasker.  esq.,  who.  surviving  his 
wife  before  menlioned,  sold  it  in  1766  lo  John  Calcraft.  esq.  of 
Ingress;  on  whose  death,  in  1772.  it  became  by  his  will  the 
inheritance  of  his  son,  John  Calcraft,  esq.,  by  whom  it  was  sold 
to  John  Mumford,  esq.  of  this  parish,  who  subsequently  owned 
the  estate. 

This  manor  is  held  of  that  of  Lewisham,  for  which  there  is 
a  court'baron.  several  lands  in  the  western  part  of  Sutton  being 
also  held  of  the  same. 

GitoBN  Hill,  now  called  Gilfon  Hill,  lies  west  of  Sutton 
street,  and  was  formerly  accounted  a  manor,  great  part  having 
belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dartford,  at  the  dissolution,  when  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Henry  VIII.,  who,  in  bis  32d  year, 
granted  to  Sir  Percival  Hart,  among  other  premisea,  all  tlie 
manors  formerly  possessed  by  Henry  Humphry,  and  afterwardi 
by  John  Waller  in  Qilden  Hill,  and  Swanley  in  Sutton,  to  hold 
tit  eapite  by  knight's  service,  on  whose  death,  under  Elizabeth, 
they  descended  to  George  Hart,  esq. ,  his  son  and  heir. 

In  the  following  year,  under  James  I.,  Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  of 
Teston,  possessed  this  farm  and  lands,  and  his  descendant.  Sir 
Philip,  of  Teaton,  bart.,  died  possessed  of  them  in  1772,  and 
by  will  devised  one  moieiyof  his  estates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
BoUverte,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the  ottier  to  Elizabeth  vis- 
countess dowager  of  Folkestone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of 
Radnor.  On  their  partition  of  the  property,  this  farm  and  lands 
ofGilden  Hill  fell  to  the  share  of  the  Lady  Folkestone,  who  died 
in  1762,  and  was  succeeded  in  theii  by  her  only  son,  the  Hon. 
Philip  Bouverie,  who  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Pusey. 
'  SwANLBY  is  a  considerable  hamlet  in  this  parish,  lying  si 
the  south-west  extremity,  north  of  which  is  a  seat  called  Hack- 
tlaple,  formerly  Exstapull  in  ancient  records. 

B<^r  Rothele,  of  Dartford,  died  possessed  of  this  seat  in  the 
llth  of  Edward  IV.,  and  Sir  John  Wiluhire  possessed  it  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.    It  was  afterwards  owned 
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by  ihe  family  oT  the  Killingsworth's,  from  wliicli  it  went  nith 
KlitibeUi,  sole  dacighter  and  heir  or  Otorge  Cillingeworth,  to 
Christopher  Eglesfield,  gent.,  in  the  mgn  of  Elizabeth.  One 
of  hia  deacendanlB,  Francia  Egleafiidd,  of  London,  gent.,  passed 
it  by  Bale,  under  Charles  I.,  to  Mr.  Christopher  Searle,  whose 
descendant,  of  the  same  name,  conveyed  it  in  1733  to  Mr. 
Charles  Egerton,  of  London.  On  his  death,  in  1747,  this  seat 
■ml  estate  went  to  hii  eldest  son,  John  Egerton,  of  Hadleigh,- 
wbose  widow  sQbsequently  possessed  it.  The  priory  of  Ber- 
Bondsey,  otherwise  called  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark,  possessed 
certata  landsat  Qilden  Hall,  called  Bermoodsey  lands,  witfar 
Monkyns,  or  Monkslands,  in  Sutton,  Ferningham,  and  Eynes> 
ford. 

Sdttok  at  Hone  ia  within  the -ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  deanery  of  Dsrtford,  and  diaceie  of  Rochester.' 
The  church  is  a  handsome  building,  consisting  of  two  aisles 
and  a  chancel,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist.  It  was 
burnt  down  the  27th  of  April,  1615,  by  a  person  firing  offa 
gun  at  a  bird  that  had  taken  shelter  in  the  edifice;  from  which 
time  till  April  2L,  1617,  all  baptisms  were  solemnized  at 
Oarent. 

Amonf;  other  monuments  in  this  church,  are  the  following; 
in  the  chancel  a  memorial  for  Thomas  Giffbrd,  one  to  the  family 
of  the  Stacy's,  of  Deptford,  another  for  Mrs,  Frances  Hill  and 
AlMabam  Hill.  esq.  of  St.  John's,  in  this  parish.  On  the  south 
side  is  a  moat  stately  monament,  whereon,  under  an  arch  richly 
ornamented,  lies  the  figure  of  a  man  at  full  length,  in  his  robes^ 
bis  head  resting  on  a  cubhion ;  the  whole  finely  executed,  and 
orer  him  an  inscription  for  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton  place, 
in  tbia  palish,  governor  of  the  East  Indies,  and  first  undertaker 
in  1612  of  the  north-west  passage,  obiit  1625.  There  are  also 
other  memorials  for  this  family,  anda  curious  tomb  for  a  person 
named  Paokletongue.  Under  a  pew  in  the  north  aisle,  is  a 
vaatt  for  the  &mily  of  ibe  Hawley's,  and  in  the  churchyard  a 
vault  and  monn men t  for  John  LetliieulHer,  esq.  of  Sutton  place, 
and  bis  two  wives ;  mod  another,  with  a  raidt,  for  the  family  of 
the  Percival's,  of  Hanley.  There  are  likewise  vaults  forthe 
Saonderson's,  of  Gilliogham,  and  the  Searle's  of  Hackstable. 

In  the  1 6lh  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  Sutton  was  valued  at 
tbirty-ftve  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  one  hundred  shillings. 

VOL.  IT.  3  C 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


378  HISTORY  OP  THE 

In  1821,  there  weie  157  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sutton  tt 
Hone ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nnmben  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  414,  females  449,  making 
a  total  of  663  soula. 

EastiVard  from  Sutton  lies  Darent,  Bometimes  spelt  i)a- 
renth,  and  usually  called  Dame,  The  name  of  this  parish  is 
written  in  some  ancient  records  Darente  md  Deorwait,  and  in 
Domesday  and  other  records  Tarent.  It  takes  its  name  from 
the  river  Darknt  running  through  the  district.  This  place 
was  sometimes  cdled  North  Darewt,  to  diatingnish  it  from 
the  neighbouring  parish  or  hamlet  of  South  Darent. 

The  soil  is  by  no  means  fertile)  great  part  being  of  a  light 
chalk,  covered  with  fliiit  stones,  and  ia  cotMidared  more  healthy 
than  pleasant.  The  rirer  Darent  ImA  its  coiirsa  in  its  ancient 
and  proper  channel,  along  the  western  boundaries,  but  great 
part  of  the  waters  having  been  turned  for  the  sake  of  private 
interests,  it  proceeds  with  another  stream  through  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Sutton,  The  old  river  has  been  neglected,  and  (be 
passage  across  is  in  a  bad  state,  and  frequently  dangerous  for 
travellera.  Near  the  eaatern  bank  is  situated  the  Tillage  of 
Darent,  at  the  northern  part  of  which  is  a  house,  inhabited  and 
pnssessedfor  some  time  by  the  family  of  the  Taylor's;  and  a  little 
higher  np,  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  having  the  church  opposite,  is  a 
seat,  nhioh  was  rebuilt  by  William  Lee,  esq.,  surveyor  of  the 
navy,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  resided  here,  and  mar- 
ried Catherine,  daughter  oC  William  Johnson,  esq.,  and  died  in 
1757,  devising  this  seat  to  his  kinsman,  rear-admiral  Ward,  of 
Greenwich,  whose  daughter,  some  years  ago,  sold  it  to  Edward 
Fowke,  esq.,  who  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hodges,  in 
whose  assignees  it  became  vested.  Behind  the  church,  south' 
ward,  stands  the  court  lodge,  a  good  old  timbered  house,  occu- 
pied by  the  lessee  of  the  manor.  Hence,  towards  the  east,  the 
hill  rises,  extending  across  the  parish,  to  the  sonthward  of 
which  is  the  manor  house  of  St.  Margaret's,  with  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  chapel,  consisting  of  nothing  more  than  the  lower 
part  of  a  B<^uare  tnwer.  This  fragment  is,  however,  interesting, 
on  account  of  the  layers  of  Roman  bricks  to  be  seen  in  the  walls, 
and  in  the  arch  of  the  doorway,  wivicli  is  wholly  constructed  of 
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iWt  curious  msterul.  In  lb*  valley,  on  the  op[M»ilo  wde  of  the 
hill,  n  a  long  eomiiion,  cftUed  Greeoslreet  green,  more  than  It 
nile  in  len|;ih,  Iitviag  houeeH  iuUnpereed  along  the'sMus,  eb^ 
poenlJy  at  Ibe  BMHh  end,  wh«re  they  form  a  halulett  in  whicli 
iheK  ia  a  manaioQ calUd  the  Clock  House,  formeriy  the  prbr 
poty  qnd  raitdciice  of  Edbiund  Daveaport,  e«q.,  whb  kept  hia 
sfarievalty  for  the  county  hdre  in  1694.  Ue  wai  a  good  bbneb 
fwtoc  to  the  churoh  of  Darent>  where  he  Ues  buried,  and  was 
anectedbd.  by  « &iiiUy  of. the  name  of  Bedford,  the  last  ofwhoni 
•old  It  to  Sir  Tinbthy  Waldo^  of  London,  aince  deceased,  vrhose 
danght^  bkarridd  Qeorge  Medley*  eaq.,  when  hie  heirs  subset' 
quently  became  entiUed  to  the  sbjm. 

A  little  Qortbwaid  of  the  CIocIl  Houae,  on  the  green,  are  the 
tenuina  of  several  small  barrowa,  or  tumuliy  and  near  them 
Buoy  veatiges  of  breaatvorks  thrown  up.  This  might  probably 
bare  been  the  apot  where  the  battle  was  fought,  near  the  banks 
of  the  Daient,  by  Vortimer  and  his  Britons,  with  the  Saxons. 
Here  ia  also  a  fortifioatioil  thrown  np  in  the  wood,  about  three 
qaerters  of  a  mile  eastward  from  this  place,  where,  it  is  pro- 
bable, the  Saxons  awfuted  the  rencontre. 

At  the  opposite  or  northern  end  of  the  green,  towards  Dart> 
ford  Brent,  stands  a  house  called  the  Qoss,  formerly  a  gentle- 
man's reaidence,  whioh  belonged  to  William  Lee,  esq.  above- 
mentioned,  who  left  it  to  redr-admiral  Ward,  when  it  aflerwarda 
became  the  property  of  his  son,  Edward  Vernon  Ward,  esq; 
A  abort  distance  beyond  is  Trundle  down,  or  more  properly 
Tyrling  down,  formerly  an  estate  of  the  Oobbam'a,  as  appears 
by  the  escheat  rolls  of  the  3Sth  of  Edward  III.  There  was  a 
younger  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Dixon's,  of  Hiiden,  in  Tun- 
btidge,  for  some  generations  seltled  in  tliis  pariah,  as  it  appears 
by  the  Heraldic  visitation,  under  date  1619,  they  held  lands  of 
St.  Margaret's  manor. 

In  the  16th  of  Edward  I.  thia  manor  was  valued  at  £16  8  0. 
A  Gonrt'leet  and  court-baron  ia  held  yearly  for  this  manor. 

In  1640  there  was  a  survey  taken  by  order  of  the  State,  of 
the  manor  of  Darenth,  with  the  rectory  or  parsonage  appendant 
thereto,  which  bad  been  let  under  Charles  I.  to  Elizabeth  and 
Ellen  Harvey,  daughtere  of  William  lord  Harvey,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  j^O  8  0 ;  they  were,  however,  relumed  to  be  wortli 
together,  over  end  above  that  rent,  £l6i)  13  6  per  annum. 
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Tbey  oontinaed  many  ysara  in  the  family  xif  the  H»rvey'«,  liM 
George  earl  of  Bristol  lotd  his  interest  to  the  occupier,  Mr. 
Wiiliain  Farnuit,  after  the  death  of  whose  son.  ia  I7S8,  Mr. 
Christopher  Chapman  became  the  lessee.  Jeffrj  Haddeaban, 
about  the  year  1300,  bought  lands  in  Darent,  and  gave  the 
rents  to  the  use  of  the  altar  of  $t.  Edmund  in  Criptia,  wlneh 
he  bad  instituted  in  the  church  of  Rochester. 

About  a  mile  southeastward  Trom  Daient  choroh  ia  the 
hamlet  of  Helles  St.  Makoakbt,  oonmoBly  called  St. 
Mabqabet's  Hills.  This  appears,  by  the  court  rolls,  to 
hare  been  once  a  parish  of  itself,  to  which  belonged  the  bam* 
lets  of  Gills,  Greensted  greea,  and  South  Darant;  how  it  oaoie 
to  be  aonexed  to  Darent  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  St.  Mar- 
garet's, with  the  hamlets  aboTe  named,  were  in  the  posseamon 
of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  under  the  title  of  whose  lands  Uiey 
were  entered  in  Domesday  record. 

This  msnor  afterwards  passed  to  the  possession  of  a  family 
called  Hells,  which  had  also  much  land  at  Danford  and  Ash, 
near  Sandwich ;  and  from  that  name  this  place  acquired  tlia 
appellation  of  Hells,  or  Hilles.  One  of  the  family,  Thomas  de 
Helles,  had  a  charter  of  free  warren  granted  for  his  lands  here 
and  at  Dartford,  in  the  17th  of  Edward  I.;  one  of  whose 
descendants  was  possessed  of  this  manor  under  Henry  VIII. 
He  left  a  sole  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  mar* 
riatre  to  Henry  Mtlhard,  who  left  two  daughters  and  coheirs, 
Alice  and  Joan,  and  they  divided  the  estate  between  them. 
.  Those  moieties  continued  separate  and  in  different  hands  for 
some  time,  till  they  became  united  in  Mr.  Thomas  Rdt,  about 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when  passing  through  many  names, 
they,  in  1T88,  ultimately  rested  in  Mr.  Christopher  Chapman, 
who  resided  at  the  manor  house. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  several  lands  in  the 
hamlets  of  Hills,  Greensted.  GiUs,  and  South  Darent,  being 
helrl  ,of  the  same.  The  manor  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Darent^ 
by  the  yearly  rent  of  £1  18. 

There  is  an  estate  in  Darent,  and  though  now  of  small  account, 
was  once  reputed  a  manor,  called  Clbyndoh,  which  in  early 
times  had  proprietors  of  the  same  name,  but  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  HI.,  was  owned  by  the  family  of  the  Hastings'.  John 
de  Hastings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  49th 
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year  of  that  reign,  and  was  sncceeded  by  his  ion,  John;  on 
his  desth,  vithout  iisue,  bis  wife,  Pbilippa,  held  Cleyndon, 
ud  died  in  the  nign  of  Henry  IV.  In  the  I  Ith  of  Edward  IV., 
Hoger  RotbeW,  of  Dartford,  owned  this  estate,  and  sold  it  to 
nomsR  Crephedge,  whose  grandson  conreyed  it  by  sale  to  Sir 
Robert  BlagD,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  when  his 
widow  carried  it  again  in  marriage  to  Sir  Richard  Walden. 
After  passing  to  several  other  names,  it  was  uttimately,  in  1691 , 
ia  the  possession  erf*  Mr.  I^igh,  bnt  we  find  Dotbiag  of  it  since, 
or  where  it  was  situated. 

DiBBiiTfswithiQtheBccLBsiASTiCAi  juttisDicTioN  oftha 
Haeese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peeuHur  of  the  archbishop  of 
Csnterbory,  is  as  such  within  the  dieaiiei^/ of  Shoreham.  The 
cbaroh,  a  small  building,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  and  con- 
sistsof  two  aisles  and  a  ehancel,  both  very  ancient,  especially  the 
htter,  which  terminates  in  three  small  lancet  windows;  and,  with 
respect  to  its  construction,  is  perhaps  unique  in  this  diocese; 
the  steeple  at  the  west  end  of  the  eontb  aisle  is  pointed,  and 
eontaioB  three  bells.  The  chancel  is  divided  by  steps  into  two 
parts,  of  different  widths,  the  higher  is  vaulted  and  paved  with 
black  marble,  havii^  been  the  gift  of  Mr.  Edward  Davenport, 
in  1680,  who  alto  presented  some  silver  plate  for  the  altar. 
Ilie  Rer.  Mr.  Denne  and  the  late  Mr.  Thorpe  supposed  this 
church  to  be  of  Saxon  workmanship.  The  font  bears  high 
maHu  of  antiquity,  presenting  a  single  stone  rounded  and 
excavated,  composed  of  eight  compartments,  adorned  by 
celamns,  alternately  circular  and  angular,  with  semi-circular 
arches ;  the  Bgnree  on  the  compartroeots  are  in  high  relief,  and 
rudely  carved,  some  of  which  appear  to  be  chimerical,  and 
others  aymbols  of  the  sacraments  and  various  religious  offices. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inscriptions  are  the  following: 
00  the  south  side,  a  memento  for  the  wife  of  George  Elliston, 
of  London.  In  the  chancel,  on  the  south  side,  a  small  monu* 
■nent  for  John  Weaver,  esq.  of  North  Lufienham,  in 'Rutland- 
shire; and  a  memorial  for  Humphrey  Taylon  On  the  upper 
alone  step,  next  the  rails  before  the  altar,  are  these  wonis, 
"  £x  dono  Edmund  Davenport,  1680."  Another  very  ancient 
biass  -plate,  placed  on  the  south  side  of  the  wall,  in  the  south 
usie,  over  the  remains  of  John  Crepehcge,  with  many  others, 
too  numeroos  for  insertion.     In  the  16tb  of  Edward  I.,  the 
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church  of  Darent  wis  etohsnged'  with  the  manor,  as  bcfcre 
mentioned,  by  Hubert  archbiahop  of  Cant«rbuiy,  with  tbc 
mookBof  Roebester,  for  the  iaanoror  Latnbetb,  in  1195.  In 
the  16th  of  Edtward  I.,  this  church  wu  valued  at  ten  marks; 
and  under  Richard  11.,  at  the  same  sumi  Darent  was  a  dia- 
charged  liying,  of  the  tilear  yearly :  value  of  £45,  th^  aaDual 
tenths  being  19b.  lO^d. 

Thb  HAMLBT  OF  &T.  MaROARBT's  HiLLBsappsar*,  frob 
several  abcient  evidences  end  court  rolls,  as  to  in  temporal 
jurisdiction,  to  have  been  once  a  pari^  distiootfroin  that  oT 
Darent  However,  as  to  its  ecclesiastical  jutisdiclton,  it  was 
always  accounted  but  as  a  chapel  to  Darent. 

By  the  decree  of  Archbishop  Peckbam,  the  vicar  of  Darent 
was  to  find  one  chaplain  to  Cblebrate  divine  offioes  in  this 
chapel  of  Helles;  and  iothe  reign  of  Henry  VIII,,  there  wu 
a  composition  entered  into  between  the  vicar  of  Dalrnt  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  precincts  of  this  chapel,  whidi  was  conGroted 
by  Archbishop  Warham,  in  1622  :  therein  it  was  decieed,  that 
the  vicar  of  Darent  should  celebrate  divine  offices,  on  certain 
days  therein  specified  ;  that  he  should  adniiniater  extreme  unc- 
tion, if  deaired,  to  the  sick  inhabitants,  and  all  other  offices 
appertaining  thereto.  Tbis  chapel,  however,  falling  to  decay, 
Cardinal  Pole,  in  1557,  united  the  precinct  of  St.  Marguiet  to 
the  parish  of  I>ar«nt. 

In  1821,  there  were  nioety-fonr  dwellings  in  the  pariA  of 
Darent ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  lait  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  292^  females  282,  making  a 
total  of  574  souls. 

Northeastward  from  Darent  lies  Stomb,  deriving  the  name 
from  its  stony  situation ;  Siane  in  Saxon  signifying  a  stone. 
It  is  called  in  the  Teztui  Rofftaiis  Stantune  and  Stones,  and 
in  Domesday  record,  Estanes. 

Tbis  parish  contains  about  2700  acrbs  of  Unci,  of  which 
250  are  wood,  and  about  320  warsh  lands.  It  is  ab»ut  scTen- 
teen  miles  from  London,  and  two  from  Dartford  ;  the  high 
London  road  croaaes  the  district.  A  small  distahce  aorthward 
is  the  village,  situated,  as  well  as  the  church,  on  the  aide  of  a 
bill,  rising  from  the  bank  of  tlie  Thames;    westward   hence, 
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■boat  bair  a  milt,  is  the  parsonage  ;  and,  below,  tbe  marshei, 
bounded  by  the  rirer.  This  pariah  consists  of  contlnned  hill 
and  dale,  the  views  of  the  Thames  and  the  opposite  county  of 
Eewz  betog  beautiful,  as  yoa  pass  the  high  road,  where  stands 
the  hamlet  of  Horns  ctosa.  The  soil  is  gTa?e)ly,  and  not  far 
Unce,  on  the  northern  aidei  is  a  great  range  of  chalk  pits,  and 
wharfs  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  fur  the  exportation  of  that, 
arti^,  Tfaencf)  the  ground  rises,  having  Stone  castle  about' 
two  fields  t^atant,  the  prospect  from  whioh.  orer  the  rirer,  is' 
beautiful  I  aod  behind  it  atretehes^  over  bill  and  dale,  far  south- 
ward, over  a  good  atcoag  land*  The  great  tract  of.  woodland, 
rnehing  almost  to  Qreenatraet  green,  adjoining  Darent,  along 
IJm  noctbern  boandary  of  tbcse  woods,  eoatains  the  aDcieot 
Roman  road  to  Roehedter ;  not  far  from  which  are  the  twa 
<nHill  hamJets  of  Bean  and  Stone  wood.  On  the  hill,  above 
Qreenttreet  green,  amoDg  the  woods,  are  the  remains  of  a  camp! 
•ad  fortiflcationa  tbxowo  up  in  aooieat  times,  but  now  so  over- 
grown with  wood  and  rahKish  aa  to  be  impeneJrabie.  Near  the 
south-east  boaadory  of  the  parish,  half  a  mile  up  the  road, 
leading  from  Greenstreet  green  to  Ueldiam,  on  Uie  left  of  the 
short  hill,  there  is  Cockleshell  Bank,  so  called  from  the  oum- 
bers  of  those  shells  found  there;  previously  to  the  gaining  the 
pond  on  tbe  same  side,  they  appear  very  visible,  lying  close  and 
thick  together,  of  a  pure  white,  and  for  the  moat  part  wholey 
fotining  a  ibralumof.  a  foot  deep.  As  they  are  washed  down 
the  banks  by  raine  and  thaws,  the  become  disootoursd  by  the 
earth,  a  kind  of  reddish  loam,  and  crumble  into  smell  pieces^ 
The  $trolum  appears  to  have  extended  to  the  opposite  bank,  by 
the  fragments  of  shells  on  that  side  also,  although  not  so  visiUe 
by  the  deep  road  intersecting  the  same.  These  bivalvo  shells 
are  in  depth  about  three  fourths  of  an  int^,  and  the  same,  in 
breadth,  with  rays  running  transversely,  very  small  and  close* 
contrary  to  those  of  tlie  common  cookie,  which  are  longitudinal 
and  deep  furrowed.  In  (he  Cusfuntaie  Rqffensis  is  inserted  a 
letter  from  Dr.  John  Latham,  f.r.s.  doncwrning  these  sbellai 
sad  another, ^/raliiin  of  the  tHrbinatod  kind,  at.  a  anall  distaaoo 
rnm  tbe  other. 

StMta.oT.tbtUs  appear  to  run  .at  a  distance  from  the:plac<ea 
above  mootioned,  and  extend  towards  Qreenhithe,  aa  in  the 
fields  behind  the  large. farmhouse,  in  this  parish,  on  the  nortb 
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side  of  Greenstreet  green,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dyke,  the 
plough  frequently  turned  up  a  great  quantity  of  fragroentt; 
and  ID  the  back  yard  of  a  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
green,  was  a  lai^e  mass  of  atone,  of  some  hundred  weight,  full 
of  ehells,  conveyed  fcoin  a  field  near  the  house,  used  tts  a  bridge 
or  stepivay  in  the  yard.  Strata  of  these  marine  ertraite  have 
been  observed  at  several  other  places,  in  some  ground  belonging 
to  the  manor  of  Baldwin's  in  Dartford,  and  also  at  Bexley, 
when  digging  a  well  at  Mr.Cope's  seat,  at  Brigden,  where,  at 
the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  a  ttrtUum  of  shells  was  found, 
chiefly  of  the  turbinated  kind,  continuing  about  two  feet  in 
depth,  and  then  diuppearjng  before  tbey  got  to  the  springs; 
specimens  also  of  the  same  kind  have  been  frequently  met  with 
down  Park  hill,  by  the  woodside,  towards  Gsdbridge. 

A  fair  is  held  in  the  village,  on  Ascension  day,  for  pedlary. 
Mathew  Paris,  in  bis  History  of  England,  relates  a  strange 
story  of  a  miracle  which  happened  in  this  parish  in  1253,  con- 
cerning a  boy,  named  William  Crnl,  who,  at  two  years  old, 
cured  all  diseases,  by  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  upon  the 
patients,  who  flocked  to  him  from  all  the  neighbouring  parts ; 
not  long  after  which  he  died. 

-  Ethelred  king  of  England,  in  995,  gave  Stantune  and 
Litlebroc  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  and  Godwyii  then  bishop 
of  Rochester. 

After  the  Conquest,  this  place  was  seized,  with  many  others, 
by  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  who  did  not  long  retain  possession, 
aa  Archbishop  Lanfranc  recovered  it  in  the  assembly  held  at 
Pinenden  heath  in  1076,  and  immediately  restored  them  to  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.,  this  manor,  with  the  hamlet,  wis 
Uxed  at  £33  6  8;  and  in  the  33d  of  Henry  111.,  at  the  same 
sum.  The  bishops  of  Rochester  frequently  halted  here  on  their 
journeys  to  and  from  London.  Bishop  Gilbert  de  Glanrill, 
who  came  to  the  see  in  1 186,  rebuilt  the  house  and  buildings, 
which  bad  been  burnt  down.  Bishop  Hamo  de  Heth,  in  1333, 
gave  orders  for  the  building  a  new  wall  against  the  Thames ; 
and  in  1337,  he  repaired  the  buildings  of  this  manor,  at  a  gnat 
expense.  In  their  successors,  bishops  of  Rochester,  this  manor 
continued,  and  is  at  this  time  part  of  the  poeseBtigns  of  the 
right  reverend  the  bisKop  of  the  diocese. 
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The  manor  house  ia  situated  near  the  churchyard,  and  has 
been  long  inliabited  by  the  farmer  of  the  demesne  lands,  the 
only  vestige  of  the  ancient  mansion,  which  seems  nerer  to  have 
been  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  palace,  is  the  great  chimney 
in  the  centre  of  the  present  building;  it  is  in  the  possession  of 
lord  Romney. 

LiTTLBBROOKE  is  a  manor  and  hamlet  in  this  parish,  which 
in  ancient  charters  is  styled  Litllebroe  and  Lt/Uanbroce.  It 
was  once  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Stone,  as  mentioned 
before,  end  difierent  lands  therein  were  given  at  various  periods 
to  the  church  of  Rochester. 

The  manor  of  Littlebrooke,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  was 
held  of  the  bishop  by  Laurence  Brooke,  who  died  possessed  of 
it  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  Roger  Norwood  owned  it  at  his 
decease,  in  the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  and  Sir  John  Norwood 
died  possessed  of  it  in  (he  38th  of  King  Edward  III.  |n  the 
3d  of  Henry  IV.,  John  LofTwyke  possessed  this  manor;  soon 
after  which,  it  was  held  by  the  family  of  the  Apylton's.  Thomas 
Apylton  was  the  owner  of  the  estate  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VH., 
and  his  grandson,  Henry,  was  of  this  county,  and  of  South 
Bemfleet,  in  Essex,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  38th  of 
Henry  VIH..  holding  it  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  by  knight's 
service.  In  his  descendants,  seated  at  South  Bemfleet,  this 
nanor  continued  down  to  Sir  Henry  Appleton,  hart.,  for  so  tho 
Bsnte  was  then  spelt,  who  on  the  death  of  his  father.  Sir 
William,  became  entitled  to  the  manor  of  Littlebrooke,  and 
died  in  1709,  as  did  Lady  Appleton.  his  mother,  in  1719;  the 
branch  of  the  family  seated  in  this  county  and  Essex  bore  for 
its  arms.  Argent,  a  fets  engrailed,  (originally  plain,)  sable 
betaeea  three  apples  leafed,  and  slipped  proper.  Soon  after 
this  manor  was  conveyed  by  sale  to  one  Stone,  which  name 
ended  in  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Mary,  married  to  William 
Lownds;  and  Anne,  who  espoused  Thomas,  second  son  of 
Archbishop  Potter;  the  latter  of  whom,  in  right  of  his  wife, 
became  possessed  of  Littlebrooke.  This  estate  was  afterwards 
owned  for  more  than  a  century,  by  a  wealthy  family  named 
Ward;  Mr.  John  Ward  held  it  during  the  troubles  after  the 
death  of  Charles  I.,  and  being  a  steady  loyalist,  his  stock, 
which  then  amounted  to  .£5000,  was  seized  and  sequestered,  for 
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the  use  of  the  state;    his  descendant,  Mr.  Thomas  Wurd, 

was  afUrwarda  lessee. 

Stonb  castle  is  an  ancient  castellated  se^t  in  this  paris>i, 
standing  on  an  eminence  a  small  distance  southward  from  the 
hi^h  road  from  London  to  Dover.  The  square  tower  at  the 
east  end  is  the  only  part  that  beats  the  appearance  of  its  ever 
having  been  a  fortress.  It  had  once  the  reputation  of  a  manor^ 
as  appears  by  the  book  of  aid,  in  the  20th  of  Edward  [[I.. 
when  Sir  John  de  Northwood  answered  for  the  manor  of  Stone 
castle  as  half  a  knight's  feCf  which  Henry  de  Northwood  before 
held  in  Stone,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester. 

It  subsequently  passed  to  a  family  of  the  name  of  BonevaDt, 
or  Bontfant,  one  of  whom,  Richard  Bontfant,  mercer  of  London, 
was  possessed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  and  died  owDer 
of  the  same  in  the  37th  of  King  Henry  VI.  Nicholas  Bone- 
rant  died  in  1516,  and  lies  buried,  with  Agnes  his  wife,  in 
Swanscombe  church.  From  this  name  the  seat  passed  into 
that  of  Chambley,  and  thence  again,  under  Henry  VIH.,  to 
Robert  Chapman ;  when,  after  passing  to  several  other  families., 
it  became  the  property  of  Dr.  Thomas  Plume,  archdeacon  of. 
Rochester.  He  devised  by  will  about  ^18,000,  to  be  laid  oiij( 
in  lands,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  professor  of  astronomy  a 
experimental  philosophy  in  Cambridge;  and  bequeathed  Ston 
castle,  with  the  estate  belonging  thereto,  and  a  farm  at  Tud* 
in  this  county,  to  charitable  uses ;  in  the  feoffees  of  which  i 
now  remains. 

The  purposes  of  this  trust  were  for  the  preaching  twenty-4 
sermons,  in  the  summer  half-year,  every  Wednesday,  alterni 
at  Dartford  and  Gravesend  ;  and  also  for  the  augraentalian  f 
such  poor  parsonages  and  vicarages  within  the  diocess  -.^ 
Rochester,  as  were  under  £60  per  annum;  but  it  was  provij 
that  no  living  should  have  above  £10  in  one  year,  and  C 
Town  Mailing  should  always  rank  as  one> 

Cotton  is  a  manor,  once  in  tbe  possession  of  a  familjtj| 
the  same  name,  John  atte  Coten  having  possessed  it  iif,j| 
reign  of  Edward  1.;  Jeffrey  de  Cotton,  son  of  Hugh,  and,jj 
coparceners,  were  owners  of  the  estate  in  the  20th  of  Ed«| 
III.,  at  which  time  they  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  book,  of  v 
liiey  are  charged  for  one  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee. 
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John  de  CoUon,  of  Stone,  held  in  Stone  of  the  bishop  of 
Rochester.  This  family  hore  for  its  arms,  A  chevron  belwetn 
three  griffim'  heads  erated. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,,  this  mano^ 
h*i  become  the  property  of  the  family  of  the  Killingworth's, 
one  of  whom  conveyed  it  to  Sir  John  Wiltshire,  comptroller  of 
the  town  and  marches  of  Calais.  He  died  in  1526,  leaving  a 
daughter  and  heir.  Bridget,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir 
Richard  Wingfield,  k.o.,  twelfth  son  of  Sir  John  Wingfield, 
of  Letheringham,  in  Suffolk,  at  which  place  his  ancestors  were 
scaled  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  and  in  the  church  of  the 
parish  many  of  them  lie  barietl;  they  bore  for  their  arms, 
Argent  on  a  bend,  guki  belmeen  two  cotitet  table,  three  pair  of 
vinga  Joined  in  lure  of  Ike  Jirst.  '  He  was  nobly  descended 
from  the  lords  MontStchet  and  Bovile,  Glanvile  earl  of  SuiTolk, 
He  was  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  Henry  VIII.,  who  gave  him  Kimbolton  castle, 
where  he  afterwards  resided,  having  named  him  of  his  privy 
cDUQcil,  and  sent  him  ambassador  to  Spain,  where  he  died,  and 
was  baried  at  Toledo. 

The  manor  of  Cotton  was  demised  under  Queen  Elizabeth, 
but  by  whom  we  do  not  find,  for  the  term  of  1000  years,  to 
William  Cecil  lord  Burleigh  and  Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  who 
parted  with  their  interest  therein  to  one  Heron,  who  conveyed 
it  to  a  Harrington,  and  he  passed  away  liis  title  to  Edward 
Cason  and  Thomas  Woodward.  They,  in  the  8th  of  King 
James  I.,  sold  it  to  John  Manning,  citizen  and  skinner  of 
London,  whose  son,  John  Manning,  esq.  was  of  Warbleton,  in 
SoBsex,  and  died  without  issue;  upon  which  his  two  sisters 
became  his  coheirs ;  Anne,  marrying  Sir  Thomas  Lawley,  bart.  ;- 
and  Elizabeth,  first  espousing  Robert  Cesar,  esq.,  and  secondly, 
Francis,  second  son  of  Thomas  lord  Coventry ;  and  they,  tnr 
right  of  their  wires,  possessed  this  manor  in  undivided  moieties. 
Sir  Thomas  Lawley  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Francis,  his  eldest 
son,  who,  in  1685,  sold  his  moiety  to  Francis  Coventry,  esq., 
■OQ  and  heir  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  then  pos- 
sessed the  whole  estate,  and  died  unmarried  in  1683.  It  then 
descended  to  bis  sister,  married  to  Sir  William  Keyt,  hart,  of 
Ebrington  in  Gloucestershire,  when  this  estate  descended  to  his 
gnndsoD,  who  died  during  his  life.     He  conveyed  the  manor  of 
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Cotton,  in  1716,  to  Launcelot  Tolcen,  gent,  or  the  Middle 
Temple,  I^ndon,  who  deviied  it  by  will  to  John  Simpson,  eaq. 
of  Canterbury,  and  he  died  in  1748.  He  left  the  property  to  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Simpson,  of  Canterbury,  who  died  in  1777, 
when  this  estate  fell  to  the  possession  of  her  devisee.  Baptist 
Simpson,  esqi 

Stone  place  is  an  estate  which,  for  many  frenerations,  wu 
the  residence  of  families  of 'some  account ;  it  was,  in  ancient 
times,  possessed  by  the  line  of  the  Norwood's,  owners  of  Stone 
castle  and  Littlebrooke,  in  this  pariah.  It  afterwards  devoWed 
to  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Wiltshire,  who  rebuilt  the  man- 
sion; and  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  Bridget,  carried  it  in 
marriage,  with  the  manor  of  Cotton,  to  Sir  Kicbard  Wingdeld, 
as  already  mentioned. 

It  afterwards  passed  to  the  family  of  the  Dndley's,  who 
resided  here ;  by  an  only  daughter  and  heir  of  which  race  it 
went  in  marriage  to  Henry  Parker,  of  Whitchurch,  in  Cheshire. 
From  this  name  it  passed  to  that  of  Evans,  and  thence,  by  the 
heir  general,  to  a  Massingbeard,  one  of  which  ancient  family 
owned  it  in  1656.  It  thence  passed  to  the  Maniford's,  a  sole 
daughter  and  heir  of  which  line,  Martha,  carried  it  io  marriage 
to  Mr.  William  Hawe,  who  sold  it  to  one  Malinis,  and  bis 
widow  marrying  Mr.  John  Sedgewick,  he  possessed  it  in  her 
eight.  Soon  after  it  m  as  sold  to  Thomas  Tryon,  esq.  of  Chisel- 
hurst;  after  the  death  of  whose  widow,  her  assigns  sold  it  to 
Mr.  William  Tuckey.  of  Oreenhithe. 

The  gatehouse  to  this  seat  is  still  standing ;  the  buildings 
appear  to  have  been  very  grand  and  spacious,  the  ceilings  of 
several  of  the  rooms  being  finished  with  oaken  wainscot,  and 
over  the  gatehouse  are  carved  the  arms  of  the  Wingfield's. 

Stone  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jueis»iction  of  the 
diocete  and  deanerj/  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary,  is  a  beautiful  structure,  consisting  of  a  nare,  with 
two  side  aisles,  and  a  chancel;  it  is  spacious  and  lody,  the 
windows  large  and  regular,  and,  for  symmetry  of  proportion,  it 
may  be  justly  reckoned  the  finest  piece  of  Gothic  architectura 
in  the  diocese.  It  has  a  large  square  tower  at  the  west  end, 
containing  five  bells;  it  had  formerly  a  spire  steeple,  which 
was  so  far  damaged  by  lightning  in  1638,  that  it  was  taken 
down.    The  chancel  has  a  double  roof,  and  though  now  of  great 
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bright,  swms  once  to  have  been  still  lorti«r.  It  ii  ornamented 
on  both  sides  with  ftucicut  stalls,  curiously  carved  and  adorned, 
■■  H«]l  as  the  church,  with  pilasters  of  brown  marble;  the 
Kbole  was,  some  years  baok,  at  a  great  expense,  supplied  with 
■  new  ceiling,  repaired,  and  ornamented.  At  the  east  end  of 
the  north  side  was  once  a  handsome  vestry,  which  has  been 
long  in  ruins,  and  the  north  do()t  is  curiously  wrought  with 
zigzag  ornaments  and  mouldings.  Adjoining  the  church  was  a 
beautiful  chapel,  built  by  Sir  John  Wiltshire,  of  Stone  place, 
ifhicb  has  lain  in  ruins  fur  many  years.  A  large  passage  faav- 
i^  been  broken  through  the  midst  of  the  pavement  into  the 
vaolt  beneath,  there  were  found  the  remains  of  the  coffins  of 
Sir  J(An  Wiltshire  and  his  lady,  with  the  bones  scattered 
abont.  This  costly  and  curious  monument  was  erected  against 
the  north  wall  near  the  east  end  of  the  structure. 

In  this  cborch  are  many  monuments  and  inscriptions  :  in  the 
chancel,  a  mural  monument  for  Robert  Talbot,  and  a  brass 
plate  for  William  Carew.  On  a  gravestone  is  a  brass  of  curious 
workm&Dsbip,  representing  a  cross  flory  mounted  on  four  steps; 
in  the  centre  of  the  flower  is  the  figure  of  a  priest,  with  a  label 
in  hit  mouth,  and  inscription  round  the  bordure  of  the  flower. 
On  the  body  of  the  cross  and  steps  is  an  inscription  for  John 
Lambarde,  rector  of  Stone,  obiit  March  12th,  1408;  on  either 
side  of  which  was  a  shield  of  arms,  now  lost.  Another  some- 
what similar,  but  the  inscription  gone,  which  Weever  supposes 
to  have  been  for  John  Sorewell,  rector  of  this  church ;  and 
snother  for  Anne  Carew,  of  Stone  castle.  Over  the  door  of 
the  chapel,  on  the  north  aide,  is  a  mural  monument,  with  the 
figures  of  a  man  and  his  wife  kneeling  at  double  desks,  with 
two  sons  and  eight  daughters,  for  Robert  Chapman,  esq.  of 
London,  who  died  at  Stone  castle,  1574.  In  Weever's  tim^ 
were  the  foUowiug  memorials,  on  brass  plates,  since  destroyed  : 
one  for  Richard  Bonfant,  of  London,  owner  of  Stone  castle ; 
soother  for  Roger  Payname;  and  a  third  for  William  Bank- 
not.  In  the  chape),  now  in  ruins,  there  still  remains,  against 
llie  north  side,  the  fine  altar  tomb  of  the  founder,  under  a  stone 
arch,  richly  adorned  with  Gothic  work;  in  front  of  which  are 
Uiree  shields  of  arms,  with  the  figure  of  a  man,  having  a  label 
in  his  mouth,  now  lost,  as  well  as  the  inscription,  which,  as 
Weever  has  preserved  it,  was  fur  Sir  John  Wiltshire,  and 
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Margaret  his  wife;  he  died  in  1626.  Thomse,  aisth  son  of 
Thomas  Berkley,  in  the  time  of  Henry  V[[I.,  also  lies  buried 
in  this  structure. 

This  church  being  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  was  given  in 
925  to  Biahop  Godtvin,  and  ti)e  church  of  Rochester,  since 
which  it  has  remained  part  of  the  posiessiona  of  that  see. 

In  the  )5th  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  Stone  waa  valued  at 
thirty  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  seven. 

By  virtue  of  a  eommission  of  inquiry,  issuing  out  of  Chan- 
eery,  it  was  returned  that  Stone  was  a  parsonage,  having  a  good 
house,  and  eight  acres  of  glebe  land,  worth  in  the  whole£l70 
per  annum ;  that  one  Master  Thomas  Martyn,  enjoyed  it  as  a 
sequestration  of  Mr.  Richard  Chase,  clerk.  It  was  valued  in 
the  king's  books  at  £26  10  0,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £2   13  0. 

In  1 82 1  there  were  ninety-five  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Stone ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  279,  females  235,  making  a  total 
of  514  Bouls. 

Eastward  from  Ston  sites  Swamscohbe,  so  called  from  the 
camp  of  Swane,  king  of  Denmark,  who,  having  sailed  up  the 
Thames,  landed  at  Greenhithe,  and  marching  thence,  encamped 
at  this  place;  Combe  and  Campe,  in  Saxon,  being  derived 
from  Campus,  in  Latin  sigDifyinga  camp. 

It  is  written  in  some  records  Swegenscomp,  Smitteskimtpe, 
and  in  Domesday  Swiniscamp,  The  high  road  from  Londoir 
to  Dover  crosses  the  northern  part  of  this  parish,  vrhich  extends 
much  higher  to  the  southward,  among  a  lar^e  tract  of  wood- 
lands. It  contains  in  the  whole  2300  acres,  of  which  600  are 
wood,  and  250  marsh  lands.  On  the  north  side  of  the  road  ia  a 
lai^e  range  of  chalk  pits,  and  lower  down  the  hamlet  ofGreen- 
hithe,  called  in  the  Textut  Roffensit,  Gretenenie,  close  to  the 
shore  of  the  river  Thames.  Here  are  several  wharfs  for  the 
landing  and  shipping  com,  wood,  coals,  and  other  commodities, 
but  the  chief  traffic  is  derived  from  the  chalk  and  lime  dug  in 
the  above  pita,  the  range  of  which  continues,  with  little  inter- 
mission, from  Stone  to  Gravesend,  within  a  small  distance  of 
the  shore.  Hence  not  only  the  city  of  London,  but  the  adjacent 
counties,  and  even  Suffolk  and  Horfolk,  are  supplied  with  that 
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commodity.  There  it  a  ferry  across  the  Thames  into  Essex, 
tot  horaes  and  cattle  only,  which  anciently  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Dartford,  at  the  luppresaion  of  which,  under  Henry 
VIII.,  it  was  granted  to  John  Bene,  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
afterwards  by  Elizabeth,  in  her  2d  year,  with  the  manor  of 
SwaDieombe,  granted  to  Anthony  Weldon^in  fee;  since  which 
it  his  continued  with  the  poeseesors  of  this  manor. 

There  was  formerly  a  chapel  founded  by  John  Lucas,  of 
Greenfaithe,  who,  in  the  19th  of  Edward  III.  obtained  the 
king's  licence  to  aasign  orer  a  piece  of  ground^  and  twenty 
acres  of  pasture  in  this  parish,  to  a  cbaplun,  for  the  celebration 
of  dirine  offices  daily  in  the  chapel,  in  honour  of  the  Virein. 
This  was  suppressed  under  Edward  VI.,  and  some  of  the  walls 
remained ;  but,  being  converted  into  a  tenement,  no  outward 
appearance  is  now  apparent. 

At. the  east  end  is  the  seat  of  iRgress,  situated  close  beneath 
the  chalk  cliffs,  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames,  along  which  it 
commands  a  most  beautiful  view ;  the  pleasure  grounds  are 
formed  over  tlie  remains  of  an  extensive  range  of  chalk  cliffi, 
which  form  an  inequality  of  soil  beyond  what  any  art  or  ex- 
pense could  present  or  attain.  We  understand  the  mansion 
has  been  pulled  down.  Above  the  London  road,  on  the 
southern  side,  is  a  neat  modern  house,  called  Knockholt,  built 
by  one  of  the  family  of  the  Hayes's,  of  Cobham,  the  last  of 
whom,  Mr.  Bonham  Hayes,  left  it  by  will  to  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Deal,  who  now  owns  it.  Contiguous  are  two  small  hamlets,' 
called  Milton  street,  and  Weston  cross.  From  the  above  road 
the  ground  rises  southward  to  the  village  of  Swanscombe,  at- 
the  west  end  of  which  is  the  mansion  of  the  manor ;  part  having 
been  pulled  down,  it  is  used  as  a  farm-house;  and  atashort  dis- 
(aiiceis  the  parsonage  and  church.  Round  the  village  are  some 
tolerable  good  lands,  though  rather  inclined  to  be  gravelly,  and 
alto  some  orchards.  Above  the  village  ihe  soil  rises  still 
higher,  being  covered  with  a  large  tract  of  woodland,  the  earth 
of  which  is  a  stiff  clay.  These  woods  impede  the  current  of  air, 
and  occasion  the  fogs  and  noisome  vapours  arising  from  the 
niarshea  which  hang  among  tliem,  and,  descending  on  the 
Tillage  and  lowlands,  render  this  parish  extremely  unhealthy. 
Part  of  the  woods  within  is  known  by  the  name  of  Swanscombe 
park,  in  which,  and  other. parts  near,  are  several  mounds  of 
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earth  thrown  up,  apparently  the  work  of  very  ancient  times. 
They  are  all  elevated,  some  having  a  hollow  at  the  top,  but  none 
are  more  than  thirty  or  forty  yards  over.  The  old  Roman  road 
nms  along  the  southern  part  of  this  woor).  Dr.  Thorpe  sup- 
posed that  Swanscombe  was  the  Vagniaca  of  the  Romans, 
and  that  their  station  here  was  at  the  head  of  the  fleet,  which 
parts  this  parish  and  Northfleet,  on  which  subject  the  reader 
will  find  further  mention  hereafler,  tinder  the  head  of  Southfleet. 
Some  years  back  a  copper  coin  of  Nero  was  dug  out  of  a  hedge- 
row in  this  parish,  and  another  of  Severus  was  turned  up  by 
the  plough,  sufficiently  corroborating  that  the  Romans  bad 
intercourse  in  or  near  this  place. 

William  the  Conqueror,  as  is  commonly  reported,  was  met  in 
his  way  through  this  county,  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  by  the  Kentish  men  at  Swanscombe,  headed  by 
Archbishop  Stigand,  and  Egelsine  abbot  of  St.  Augustine's, 
each  man  bearing  in  his  hand  a  bough,  the  whole  multitude 
appearing  as  a  moving  forest,  when,  throwing  down  tlieir 
boughs  at  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  they  appeared  in  arms 
prepared  for  battle.  This  rather  alarmed  the  duke,  but  his 
surprise  ceased  when  he  found  they  were  the  people  of  Kent, 
who,  as  he  was  informed  by  the  archbishop  and  abbot,  were 
come  to  assure  him  of  the  submission  of  the  county,  and  de- 
mand the  confirmation  of  their  ancient  laws  and  pririleges. 
The  duke  received  them  very  graciously,  and  not  as  willingly 
as  wisely  granted  their  requesL 

This  tale  is  repeated  by  William  Thome,  monk  of  St.  Augua. 
tine's,  Canterbury,  from  a  ms.  history  of  that  abbey,  drawn  up 
by  Thomas  Sprot,  and  other  chroniclers,  who  in  ell  probability 
invented  the  story  to  magnify  the  valor  of  the  archbishop  and 
abbot.  All  our  writers,  except  Mr.  Lambarde,  who  seems  un- 
willing to  relinquish  the  tradition,  have  looked  upon  this  story 
as  a  mere  fiction.  Mr.  Soraner,  in  particular,  calls  it  a  coni' 
metilitious  fable,  and  states  that  it  is  only  mentioned  by  Sprot, 
who  livFd  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  those  who  wrote  after 
his  copy;  as,  previous  to  his  time,  and  during  an  interim  of 
more  than  200  years,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  period  when  he 
wrote,  no  published  story,  chronicle,  or  record  of  any  kind, 
Kentish  or  other,  is  found  to  warrant  the  relation ;  and  yet  a 
matter  so  remarkable  was  not  likely  to  have  escaped  the  pens 
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oral!  oar  historiant  prior  to  Sprot,  especially  those  about  the 
tine  of  the  Conquest.  Among  ihe  latter,  the  silence  of 
Ingutphus  appears  the  more  strange,  he  being  so  particular  in 
Kcordiog  the  Conqueror's  oppusners,  and  their  proceedings. 
These  reasons,  with  others,  he  offers  to  the  literary  and  judi- 
cious only,  for  the  story  bein^  so  universally  believed  by  the 
people,  he  dares  not  enter  into  a  dispute,  despairing  of  being 
■b!e  to  shake  their  belief,  although  he  might  adduce  the  most 
convincing  arguments  in  support  of  his  opinion. 

In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Swanscombe  was 
part  of  the  possessions  of  Odo,  bishop  of  Rayeux,  and  on  his 
dit^Tsce  this  manor  passed  to  the  family  of  Montchensie. 

William,  son  of  William  de  Montchensie,  died  owner  of  this 
manor  in  the  6th  of  Kiug  John ;  be  however  lived  but  a  short 
lime,  as  Warine  de  Montchensie,  (probably  his  nncle,)  for  afine 
or200O  marks,  had  possession  granted  of  his  whole  inheritance. 
He  died  under  Henry  III.,  leaving  William  his  son  and  heir, 
and  a  daughter  Joan,  who  married  William  de  Valence,  the 
king's  half  brother, 

William  de  Montcht>nsie,  two  years  after,  as  heir  to  his  father, 
possessed  all  his  lands  in  Kent,  and  other  counties,  not  lon^ 
after  which  he  took  part  with  the  discontented  barons,  and  in 
the4Bth  of  Henry  III.  was  one  of  the  chief  commanders  oii 
their  part  at  the  battle  of  Lewes,  where  the  kini^  was  mnde 
prisoner;  and  the  following  year,  when  they  summoned  a  par- 
liament in  the  king's  name,  be  was  one  of  the  chief  barons  who 
■at  in  the  assembly.  After  being  taken  at  Kenilworth,  at  the 
surprise  made  by  the  forces  under  Prince  Edward,  a  little 
before  the  battle  of  Evesham,  his  lands,  and  among  them  this 
manor,  were  seized,  and  given  to  William  de  Valence,  before 
mentioned.  However,  he  soon  after  had  such  favor  shown  him, 
for  his  sister's  sake,  that  William  Valence  freely  restored  them, 
after  which,  in  the  6lh  of  Edward  I.,  he  obtained  a  full  pardon, 
and  had  other  favors  conferred  upon  him.  In  the  )7th  yt^arof 
that  reign,  however,  marching  with  the  earl  of  Cornwall,  (then 
goverooT  of  the  realm  in  the  absence  of  the  kintr,)  into  Wales, 
against  Rees  ap  Qriffith,  occupying  the  casile  of  Drooseian,  and 
endeavouring  to  demolish  it  by  undermining  the  forircss,  he 
was,  with  many  others,  overwhelmed  in  the  fall,  leaving  onu- 
xde  daughter   and   heir  Dionisia.     NolwttbElandintf  \\iw,  t^be 
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ensuing  year,  William  de  Valcnoe,  and  Joan  hia  wiTe,  asserted 
their  claims  io  Parliameat  to  the  inheritance  of  hef  father's 
lands,  pretending  that  Dionisia  was  a  bastard ;  but,  after  much 
litigation,  it  was  prored  that  WiUiam  de  Mootcbensie  had  ac- 
knowledged her  while  living,  as  bis  lawful  daughter,  pablicly ; 
and  the  biafaop'Of  Worcester,  in  whose  diocese  she  was  borD, 
gave  sentence  accordingly,  when  she  was  proclaimed  legitimate. 
She  was  shortly  after  married  to  Hugh  de  Vere,  third  sod  of 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  who,  in  the  25th  of  the  same  reign,  had 
possesiioD  ^nted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance.  In  the  Ist 
of  Edward  II.  he  was  summoned  to  the  king's  coronation,  as 
was  pionisia  his  wife,  by  whom  be  had  no  issue,  and  on  her 
death,  in  the  7th  of  that  reign,  it  was  found  that  she  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  manor  of  Swanscombe,  which  she  held  in  capUe 
by  homage  and  service ;  and  that  Adomar  de  Valence,  soo  of 
Joan  and  William  before  mentioned,  was  her  next  heir,  who 
afterwards  succeeded  to  the  earldom  of  Pembroke.  Adomar 
de  Valence,  on  the  death  of  his  two  brothers  without  issue, 
became  earl  of  Pembroke,  but,  in  the  17th  of  that  reign,  at- 
tending the  queen  into  France,  was  murdered,  in  revengs^  it 
was  said,  for  the  death  or  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  being  one  of 
those  who  had  pronounced  sentence  against  him  at  Pontefract, 
two  years  before.  He  left  no  issue,  though  twice  married,  upon 
which,  John,  son  of  John  Hastings,  by  the  earl's  sister,  and 
John,  son  of  John  Comyn,  by  Joan,  the  other  sister,  were  found 
to  be  his  coheirs. 

John  de  Hastings,  the  son,  died  without  issue,  leaving  Joan, 
wife  of  David  de  Strabolgie,  earl  of  Athol,  and  Elizabeth 
Comyn,  her  sister,  his  cousins  and  next  heirs,  E^izabeth 
Comyn  being  also  one  of  the  cousins  and  heirs  of  Aymer  de 
Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  on  the  partition  of  his  estates,  had 
for  ber  share,  among  others,  the  manors  of  Swanscombe  and 
Milton,  in  this  county  ;  but,  being  seized  on  by  Hugh  le  Des- 
pencer,  earl  of  Winchester,  Hugh,  his  son,  and  others  at 
Kennington,  in  Surrey,  she  was  kept  prisoner  more  than  a  year, 
during  which  time  they  compelled  her,  through  fear  of  being 
put  to  death,  to  pass  away  many  manors  and  l^nds  of  her  inhe- 
ritance, among  which  the  manor  of  Swanscombe  seems  to  have 
been  one,  as  the  king,  in  his  18th  year,  confirmed  it  to  Hugh  le 
Despencer,  earl  of  Winchester,  and  his  son  Hugh,  in  fee.    The 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  SM 

formo',  in  ttie  19th  year  of  that  reign,  on  the  arriral  of  the 
queen  at  Bristol,  with  a  powerful  force  from  abroad,  waa 
bron^t  before  the  prince,  and  though  at  that  time  ninety  yeara 
tf  age,  receired  sentence  of  death,  and  was  executed  accor- 
dingly, on  wUch  Hugh  Despencer,  the  youngest,  fled,  but 
being  taken  prisoner,  was  brought  in  the  most  ignominious 
mstiner  to  Hereford,  where  he  waa  condemned  to  a  cruel  and 
shimeful  death,  in  the  20lh  of  Edward  11.  The  manor  of 
Swanscombe  was  then  escheated  to  the  crown,  where  it  re* 
mined  till  th«  Ist  of  Edward  III.,  who  granted  this  estate  to 
Edmund  Woodstock,  earl  of  Kent.  He  married  Maigaret, 
widow  of  John  Comyn,  and  in  the  3A  of  Edward  III.  had  pos* 
•essioQ  granted  of  her  dowry.  Being  accused  of  treason,  he  was 
arimted  at  Winchester  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign,  on  which 
be  pleaded  for  mercy,  but,  through  the  malice  of  Queen  Isabel, 
was  adjudged  to  suffer  death  for  high  treason,  in  plotting  the 
delivery  of  the  late  king,  which  sentence  was  executed  upon 
hin.  He  died  possessed  of  this  manor,  with  the  church  be- 
kmging  thereto,  among  others  'in  this  county,  holding  it,  aa 
■ppears  by  the  inquisition  taken  after  his  death,  in  fee  tail  of 
the  king  in  eapite.  After  the  death  of  the  earl,  this  manor 
Mems  to  bare  reverted  to  its  right  owner,  in  the  person  of  Eli- 
sabeth, sister  and  heir  of  John  Coniyn,  of  Badenagfa,  cousin  and 
heir  of  Aynier  earl  of  Pembroke,  then  married  to  Richard 
Ttlbet,  who  paid  aid  for  this  manor  as  half  a  knight's  fee  in 
the  20tb  year  of  that  reign.  He  was  a  man  of  great  valour, 
tnd  died  in  the  30th  of  the  same  monarch,  possessed  of  this 
manor,  held  in  capile.  1 1  appears  that  he  held  this  estate  only 
for  life;  for  on  his  death  it  went  to  the  poasession  of  Roger  lord 
Mortimer,  who  owned  it  athia  death,  which  happened  in  France 
■nder  Edward  III. 

From  him  it  descended  to  his  great  grandson,  Edmund 
U«rtimer,  on  whose  death  without  issue,  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VI.^ 
Richard  duke  of  York,  eon  of  Anne  his  sisler,  wasfonnd  to  be 
hia  next  heir. 

Being,  both  on  his  father  and  mother's  aide,  descended  from 
Kiog  Edward  III.,  he  aspired  to  the  crown,  but  in  the  37th  of 
Henry  VI.  thearmy  whichhisfriendshadraiaedfor  that  purpose, 
having,  upon  the  king's  proclamation  of  pardon,  deserted  him,  Ife 
fled  to  Ireland,  when  that  monarch  causing  a  Parliament  to 
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meet  at  Coventry,  the  duke,  his  son  Edmund  earl  of  Har«h, 
and  all  their  adherents,  were  attainted,  upon  which  this  inaDOC 
became  Torfeited  to  the  crown,  and  was  immediately  granted  to 
Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  Beechworth  caslle,  iu  Surrey,  treasarer 
of  the  kin<;'s  household,  who  had  a  grant  of  a  fair  to  be  held  at  , 
this  place  annually.  Ho'^eve^,  it  appears.that  the  turn  of  for- 
tuie  ugain  placed  it  in  the  possession  of  the  duke  of  York,  who 
died  posstrssed  of  it  in  tlie  3d  of  Edward  IV.  After  which, 
Cecile  his  widow,  duchess  of  York,  the  king's  mother,  conti- 
nued in  possession  of  the  estate  to  the  time  of  her  death,  in  the 
lOth  of  Henry  Vll„  when  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  where  it 
continued  till  Henry  VIII.  settled  it  on  Jane  Seymour,  bii 
queen,  on  whose  death  it  again  went  to  the  king,  where  it 
remained  till  Elizabeth,  in  her  3d  year,  granted  it  in  fee.  with 
the  site  of  the  cherry  garden,  and  the  ferry  at  Greenhitfae,  to 
Anthony  Weldon,  esq.,  ^^ho  had  had  a  lease  of  it  from  Henry 
VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  for  a  term  of  years,  to  hold  of  her  in 
capite,  by  knight's  service.  He  was  descended  from  Bertnffl 
de  Weltdone,  who  was  of  the  retinue  of  Walter,  earl  of  Nortb- 
urobtrland,  and  bishop  of  Durham, at  the  time  of  the  Conquest. 
His  descendant,  Rohert,  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  four  eoni, 
Chiistopher,  who  succeeded  his  father  at  Weltdon.  and  was 
ancestor  of  the  branch  of  this  family  which  settled  thete; 
Edward,  the  second  son,  whose  descendanu  settled  in  Kent, 
and  bore  for  their  aTms,Argenl,  a  einque-foil  pierced,  gulei,  oa 
a  chief  of  the  second,  a  demi  lion  rampant  of  Ike  field/  Thomas 
Weltdon,  the  third  son,  who  was  cofferer  to  Edward  VI.;  and 
William,  the  fourth  son,  whose  descendants  settled  atTboroby, 
in  Northamptonshire.  Edward,  the  second  son,  was' servant 
to  Henry  VII.,  and  master  of  the  household  to  Henry  VIII. 
He  Masof  Swanscombe,  and  left  by  his  wife  Anthony  Wdtdon, 
to  whom  Elizabeth,  in  her  2d  year,  granted  this  manor  of 
Swanscombe  in  fee.  He  died  in  the  IGUi  year  of  thatreiga, 
when  Ralph  his  eldest  son,  bad  possession  granted  of  this 
manor,  holding  it  in  capite,  by  knight's  service.  He  died  in 
1609,  leaving  four  sons,  Anthony,  Henry,  Levin,  and  Ralph, 
and  several  daughters. 

Anthony  Weldon,  esq.,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  his  falber 
in  this  manor,  and  was  afterwards  knighted.  -He  left  several 
sons,  of  whom  Ralph  the  eldest,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  to- 
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faerited  this  manor  and  the  castle.  By  a  descendant,  in  173U 
they  were  conveyed  by  sale  to  Thomas  Blechynden,  esq.,  from . 
whote  heire  they  passed  to  Samuel  Child,  esq.  of  Oslerly  park, 
who,  dying,  left  two  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  succeeded  his 
father,  but  dying  in  1/63  without  issue,  this  manor  devolred 
to  his  brother  and  heir  at  law,  Robert  Child,  esq.,  late  of 
Osterlypark.  He  died  in  1782,  when  his  widow  carried  ber 
interest  in  marriage,  in  1791,  to  Francis  lord  Ducia,  and  died 
in  1793,  after  which  they  became  vested  in  the  trustees  of  the 
will  of  her  first  husband. 

Tbb  Manor  of  Combes,  called  likewise  Alkerdyn,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  HI.  was  in  the  possessioa  of  Sir  Richard 
Talbot,  who,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  paid  aid  for  it  ni 
the  tenth  part  of  a  knight's  fee. 

This  place  afterwards  gave  name  to  a  fitmily  which  possessed 
it  for  many  generations,  and  was  thence  named  At-Cumbe  and 
Combe.  One  of  that  line,  John  de  Combe,  held  it  as  the  fifth 
part  of  a  knight's  fee  of  the  earl  of  March,  lord  ofthemanorof 
Swanscombe.  From  tbia  family  it  went,  in  (he  reign  of  Ed- 
ward IV.,  to  one  Swan,  ofHookhonse,  in  SouthAeet,  whose 
descendant,  Mr.  Thomas  Swan,  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  3d 
of  Elizabeth,  when  his  son  and  heir,  William,  sold  it  to  a  Lore* 
lace.  He,  not  long  after,  passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Carter,  who 
alienated  it  to  one  Hardres,  when,  after  passing  through  many 
names,  and  particularly  those  of  Sir  Francis  Head  and  Lord 
Teynham,  it  devolved  in  1794  to  the  possession  of  David 
Powell,  esq.,  merchant  of  London. 

Ingress,  which  we  have  slightly  mentioned,  was  once  ac- 
counted a  manor,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dart- 
ford.  It  was  in  the  possession  of  that  priory  at  the  euppreasion 
under  Henry  VIII.,  by  which  means  this  estate,  among  others 
of  its  possessions,  passed  to  the  crown,  at  which  time  Robert 
Meriel,  of  Swanscombe,  husbandman,  had  a  lease  from  the 
prioress  and  convent  at  the  yearly  rent  of  i^lO,  of  their  farm 
called  Ingress,  which  lease  Martin  Meriel,  his  son,  afterwards 
had  renewed  from  Edward  VI.,  in  his  6tfa  year. 

The  fee  of  this  estate  remained  in  the  crown,  till  Ehzabeth, 

in  ber  6tb  year,  granted  it  to  Edward  Darbyshire,  and  John 

Bere,  from  whom  itpassed  by  sale  and  otherwise,  through  a 

variety  of  names,  till,  in  1737,  it  was  alienated  to  the  earl  of 
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Hyndford,  who,  in  1748,  add  it,  with  the  grounds,  lo  Wiltiam 
viscount  DuncannoD,  lilLerwardB  earl  of  Betborough.  He 
greatly  improved  this  seat  and  grounds,  which  he  rend«red  ex- 
trenoeJy  beautiful,  and  resided  here  with  hia  lady  (Carolina. 
ddcst  daughter  of  William  duke  of  Devonshire.)  and  family, 
till  berdeath,  which  happened  in  1760 ;  but,  losing  also  eeverel 
of  hia  children  here,,  be  became  so  diagueted  with  the  place, 
that  he  sold  it  to  John  Calcraft,  esq.,  who  purchased  estatea  at 
different  timet  that  lay  contiguous  to  Ingress,  into  which  he 
extended  those  plantations  and  gardens  commenoed  by  Lord 
Besborough ;  and,  bad  he  lived.  Ingress  would  most  probably 
have  been  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  this  county.  He 
died  ia  1773,  m.p.  for  Kochesler,  and  devised  these  esutes  to 
his  eldest  son,  John  Calcraft,  esq.,  who  sold  it  in  1788  to  Jobs 
Disoey  Roebuck,  esq.,  who  resided  here,  and  died  poasessed 
of  it  in  1796,  at  which  time  his  son  Henry  took  potsanion  of 
the  same. 

SwANscoHBB  is  Within  the  bcclbsiastioal  jurisdic- 
TIOR  of  the  dioceie  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church  ia 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  having  a  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end. 
In  this  structure,  among  other  monuments  an  the  following. 
Id  the  aisle  several  gravestones,  with  memoriala  for  the  families 
oftheTuckey's,  the  Acarte's,  the  Wallis's,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  parish.  A  monument  for  Mr.  John  Sloman,  and 
«  memorial  for  the  wife  of  Anthony  Weldon,  esq.  On  the 
oouth  side  ia  a  mural  monument,  with  the  figure  of  a  woman, 
finely  executed,  commemorative  of  dame  Eleanor  Weldon,  wife 
of  Sir  Anthony,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  rails  is  a  mural 
monument,  with  the  figure  of  a  man  kneeling  at  a  desk,  for 
Anthony  Weldon.  In  the  south  chancel  a  memento  for  Eleanor, 
relict  of  William  Say,  esq.,  and  another  for  Elizabeth,  relict  of 
William  Hart^esq.,  with  their  arms  empaling  tboae  of  Weldon, 
and  a  tomb  for  Thomas  Blechingdon.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
louth  side  is  a  stately  monument  of  alabaster,  supporting  the 
figures  of  a  knight  in  annour,  and  his  lady  resting  on  pillows ; 
at  hia  feet  appears  his  son  cumbent,  and  at  here,  a  daughter; 
and  in  front,  under  two  tablets,  three  sons  and  five  daughten 
kneeling,  in  the  costume  of  that  age.  Betweent  hem  is  a  desk, 
with  a  book  laying  open,  this  monument  being  for  Sir  Ralph 
Weldon,  erected  by  his  wife,  the  lady  Elizabeth.    In  Uie  upper 
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window  or  the  south  chuicel  are  these  ukcieat  arms,  in  coloated 
glass,  first  quarterly  firtt  andjburtk.  argent,  a  chetron  between 
three  rookt  proper  /  second  and  third,  per  pale  i/uknied,  quar' 
lerly  and  azure,  m  lion  rampant,  or,  empaling  chequy^  or  and 
axare,  afess  gules.  This  church,  in  Tormer  timea,  was  much 
frequented  by  companies  of  pilgrims,  who  resorted  hither  for 
Si.  Hilderfirth's  help,  who,  rroni  his  portrait,  which  was  ia  the 
apper  window  of  the  south  side,  appears  to  have  been  a  bishop, 
to  whom  such  as  were  distracted  came  to  be  cured  of  their 
intaiuty. 

From  the  very  earliest  record*  this  church  was  esteemed  an 
appendage  to  the  manor  of  Swanscombe,  althongb,  in  the  reigq 
of  Henry  III.,  there  arose  a  dispute  between  the  prior  and  coo- 
vent  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Southwark,  and  Warine  de  Monteheasie* 
concerning  the  adrowson  and  right  of  presentation;  but  the 
prior  and  convent  allowed  it  to  Warine  de  Montcheosie,  who 
secured  to  the  prior  and  his  successors  the  annual  sum  of  fiw 
marks  sterling,  to  be  paid  by  the  rector. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.,  the  rectory  of  Swanscombe  wat 
nlued  at  thirty  marks. 

By  virtue  of  the  commission  of  inquiry  in  the  value  of 
church  livings,  in  1660,  it  was  returned  that  Swanscombe  was 
a  parsonage,  with  a  house,  and  about  twenty  acres  of  glebs 
land,  the  whole  worth  j£120  per  annum;  Master  Bette  then 
enjoying  the  same,  who  had  the  advowson.  About  that  period 
there  was  a  suit  between  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  rectot 
of  the  parish,  relating  to  tithes,  which  was  determined,  in  the 
Exchequer,  in  l^vor  of  the  latter,  of  which  there  is  a  curious 
memorandum  inserted  in  the  register.  It  was  valued  in  tb» 
king's  books  at  £25  13  4,  the  annual  tentlis  being  ^2  U  4. 

In  1821  there  were  163  dweUiags  in  the  parish  of  Swam* 
combe;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  456,  females  452,  making  a 
total  of  908  souls. 

SouTHPLEBT  joins  Swanscombe  to  the  southward,  called  iit 
Domesday  Suthfieta,  to  distinguish  it  from  Northfleet.  and  in 
the  Textui  Roffemis,  fletis  and  Fleotit,  which  name  it 
acquired  from  iu  situation  close  to  the  fleet,  or  aim  of  the 
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Thames,  which  now  flowi  under  Nortbfleet  bridge  ;  it  formerly 
mounted  as  high  as  this  parish,  having  probably  then  been 
navigable.  These  parishes  thence  deriving  their  name,  shew 
this  water  to  have  been  of  some  consequence. 

7^  parith  is  rather  unfrequented,  and  little  known,  there 
being  no  public  thoroughfare  for  carriages  ;  while  the  gentle- 
men's  seats,  of  which  there  are  several,  have  been  greatly  neg- 
lected, and  some  pulled  down,  the  remainder  being  inhabited 
by  the  occupants  of  the  lands.  This  district  ia,  however,  very 
picturesque,  and  the  air  extremely  healthy,  the  lands  being 
more  level  and  ferUle  than  those  of  the  neighbouring  parishes. 
The  village  is  situated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  district,  in 
the  centra  of  which  is  a  space  called  Hook  green,  on  wliich 
stands  Hook  place,  now  used  as  a  farm-house,  the  church  aed 
free  school  being  on  the  north-west  side,  and  the  parsonage  at 
a  small  distance  southward.  The  ancient  seat  of  Scadbury 
stands  at  a  small  distance  northward,  now  converted  into  a 
farm-house,  and,  excepting  the  rector,  there  is  scarcely  a  gentle- 
man residing  in  the  parish,  though  the  farmers  are  respect ible 
and  opulent.  About  a  mile  north-west  from  the  village  ia  tlie 
hamlet  of  Betsham,  formerly  called  Bedesham,  through  which 
the  road  leads  from  Greensted  green  to  Wingfield  bank,  where 
it  meets  the  ancient  Watling  street,  or  Roman  highway,  which 
having  passed  through  Swanscombs  Park  wood,  runs  with  the 
present  road  along  the  northern  side  of  this  parish,  towards 
Shinglewell,  and  thence  on  to  Cobham  park  and  Rochester. 

On  the  remains  of  this  road,  about  half  a  mile  westward  of 
Wingfield  bank,  adjoining  Spring'faead,  on  the  land  now  called 
BarkSeld,  in  ibis  parish,  a  stone  was  discovered  some  years 
ago,  which,  when  dug  up,  was  judged  to  be  a  Roman  milliare, 
or  milestone!  it  stood  nearly  upright,  the  top  was  about  six  or 
seven  inches  below  the  surface  of  the' ground,  and  had  been 
much  furrowed  by  the  plough  passing  over  it.  It  measured 
two  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  two  of  its  sides  beirig  sixteen 
inches  wide,  and  the  olht-r  two,  fourteen.  The  comers  wree 
chiselled,  but  its  faces  were  rustic  ;  on  one  side  was  a  cross  or 
figure  of  X,  deeply  cut,  undoubtedly  intended  to  shew  that  it 
stood  that  distance  from  some  particular  station.  Somner  and 
others  have  placed  the  station  of  the  Romans,  called  Wagmacx. 
at  NorthBeet,  not  far  diatani ;  but  the  objection  !?,  that  llie 
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nlley  between  Northfleet  hill,  leading  to  the  bridge  and  the 
opposite  hill,  westward,  was  at  that  time  a  broad  fleet  of  water; 
the  Thames  having  then  flowed  up  nearly  to  Southfleet,  as  it 
woold  in  the  present  day  were  it  not  impeded  by  the  main  road 
ind  the  bank  beside  the  same.  It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to 
sappnse  that,  to  avoid  this  water,  the  Romans  took  their  course 
more  to  the  southward,  in  the  direction  of  Southfleet,  it  being 
there  narrower,  where  they  had  also  the  benefit  of  a  fine  spring, 
still  known  by  the  name  of  the  Spring  head,  near  which  the 
(tone  above  mentioned  was  discovered,  as  well  as  numerous 
coins,  both  silver  and  copper,  which  have  been  turned  up  by  the 
plough.  Dr.  Thorpe  conjectured  that  hereabouts  was  the 
tbove-mentioned  station  ;  which  spot  answers  to  the  numerical 
cross  on  the  milestone,  being  about  ten  Italian  miles  from  the 
Hedway  at  Rochester. 

lo  a  place  called  Sole  Field,  in  this  parish,  a  vessel  was  dis- 
covered, of  a  spherical  form,  consisting  of  strong  red  pottery, 
ufficiently  capacious  to  contain  twenty  gallons;  there  was 
■Iso  found  a  stone  tomb  enclosing  two  leaden  co£Bns,  a  sarco- 
l^agas  with  two  large  glass  urns,  and  two  pair  of  curiously 
VTought  shoes,  all  included  within  the  walls  of  a  square  build- 
ing, measuring  about  fifty-eight  feet  by  fifty-five.  The  length 
of  the  tomb  was  rather  more  than  six-feet;  the  cofiSns  of  a 
very  simple  form,  each  composed  of  two  pieces  of  lead,  bent 
at  the  sides  and  ends,  to  enclose  the  bodies ;  the  skeletons  were 
perfect,  and,  from  the  smallness  of  the  bones  and  teeth,  con- 
jectured to  be  those  of  children  of  seven  or  eight  years  of  i^e. 
In  one  of  the  coffins  tvas  a  very  handsome  gold  chain,  con- 
■isting  of  a  number  of  links,  ornamented  by  angular  pieces  of 
bluish  green  stone,  or  composition,  and  in  the  middle  of  each 
alternate  link  had  been  a  pearl,  all  nearly  decayed.  In  the 
tame  coffin  were  two  curious  rings  for  gold  bracelets,  with 
terpents'  heads  at  the  junctions,  and  a  smaller  ring  set  with  a 
hyacinth.  The  sarcophagus  was  found  beneath  a  pavement  of 
Kentish  ragstone,  about  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground  ;  it  was  of  a  square  form,  four  feet  one  inch  in  length, 
and  composedvof  two  stones  very  nicely  fitted  in  a  groove;  the 
iolernal  cavity  was  elliptical,  and  therein  were  two  glass  urns, 
the  largest  one  foot  three  inches  high.  In  both  were  consider- 
able quantities  of  ashes,  but  that  which  contained  the  lesser 
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portion  was  filled  with  a  transparent  liquid,  which  had  neither 
taste  or  smell.  Some  of  the  same  species  of  liquor  was  ia  the 
other  um ;  the  shoes  were  placed  between  the  urns,  and  though 
much  decayed,  had  sufficient  remaininfr  to  shew  the  richness  of 
the  workmansbip,  and  appeared  to  have  been  formed  of  fine 
purple-coloured  leather,  reticulated  in  the  form  of  hexagons,  and 
each  hexagonal  divisinn  wrought  with  gold. 

The  manor  of  Southplbbt,  with  the  church,  appears  to 
have  been  given  to  the  church  and  priory  of  St.  Andrew's, 
Rochester,  by  some  of  the  ancient  Saxon  kings,  and  their 
estate  much  increased,  by  the  gift  of  one  Birtrick,  a  pouerful 
man,  who  at  that  time  resided  at  Meopham,  and  gave,  with  the 
consent  of  Alfswithe  bis  wife,  his  land  here  and  in  other  places 
(o  that  church  and  priory.  Their  whole  property,  however, 
situated  here,  was  wrested  from  them  in  the  troublesome  times 
which  followed,  and  they  continued  dispossessed  of  their  estate 
till  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  when  it  was  again  restored  to  the 
church  of  St.Andrewat  the  famous  assembly  at  Penenden.  This 
appears,  by  a  confirmation  ol  the  manor,  among  others,  to  the 
church  of  Rochester,  by  Archbishop  Boniface,  in  which  it  is 
mentioned  as  having  been  the  gift  of  the  ancient  kings  of 
England,  then  taken  away,  and  restored,  as  above  mentioned; 
it  continued  part  of  the  poBseasions  of  the  above  church  at  the 
general  survey  of  Domesday,  in  the  15tb  of  the  Conqueror's 
reign.  At  the  suppression  of  the  priory  of  Rochester,  this 
manor  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  who,  two  years  after, 
settled  it  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester, 
where  it  did  not  long  remain,  as  that  monarch  required  the  same 
in  exchange  from  them,  for  other  lands,  and  soon  after  granted 
this  manor  of  Southfleet  to  Sir  William  Petre,  to  hold  in  capile, 
who  was  a  man  of  eminence  in  his  time,  possessing  great  wis- 
dom and  extensive  learning.  He  was  first  taken  notice  of  by 
Henry  VIII.,  as  a  personage  fit  for  his  purpose,  in  managing 
the  dissolution  of  religious  houses,  and  put  into  the  commission 
by  Thomas  Cromwell,  visitor  general,  in  order  to  gather  matter 
sufficient  to  found  their  ruin.  In  that  business  he  behaved  so 
well,  that  the  monarch  ever  after  employed  him  in  state  affiiin, 
and  made  him  chief  secretary  of  state,  and  of  his  privy  council. 
Sir  William  knew  so  well  how  to  accommodate  himself  to  the 
humor  of  those  fickle  times,  that  be  found  means  to  continue  in 
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hvOT,  and  in  his  office  of  Eecretary,  during  the  reigns  of 
Edward  VI.,  Queen  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  ;  but  during  the  reign 
ofMary,  he  perceived  that  restoring  the  Catholic  religion  would 
deprive  him  of  those  vast  grants  of  abbey  lands  which  he  had 
M  industriously  acquired,  he  therefore  procured  a  special  dis- 
pensation from  the  pope  for  retaining  them,  affirming  that  he 
Has  ready  to  employ  them  to  spiritual  purposes.  His  only  son, 
John,  by  his  second  wife,  was,  in  the  1st  of  James  I.,  made 
lord  Petre  of  Writtle,  in  Essex.  Sir  William  Petre  sold  this 
manor,  the  year  in  which  it  was  granted  to  him,  to  William 
Gerrard,  or  Garnet,  citizen  of  London,  afterwards  knighted,  and 
made  lord  mayor  in  1553,  He  was  son  of  John  QerMrd,  of 
Sitlingbome,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent  on  a  Jiess,  sable,  a 
Hon  passant  of  the  field.  He  died  in  the  14th  of  Elizabeth, 
and  was  succeeded  hy  his  son  and  heir,  William  Gernrd,  lord 
mayor  in  1611;  front  whom  it  descended  down  to  his  grand- 
lather.  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.,  who  left  an  only  daughter, 
created  by  James  It.,  in  his  1st  year,  countess  of  Dorchester 
and  baroness  Dariington,  for  life.  Sir  Charles  died  in  1701, 
when  the  title  became  extinct,  and  this  estate  passed  by  settle* 
meat  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  of  St.  Giles's,  who  was  the  follow- 
ing year  created  a  baronet,  and  resided  at  Scadbury,  now  called 
Scolbury,  an  ancient  seat  of  the  family  in  this  parish ;  they 
bore  for  their  arms,  quarterly  five  coats,  first,  Sedley,  asure  a 
fin  wavj/  argent,  between  three  goats'  heads  erased  of  the 
second;  second,  Jenks;  third.  Grove;  fourth,  Darell;  and  fiflh, 
Savile.  ' 

The  family  of  Sedley  was  possessed  of  Scadbury  as  far  back 
as  1337,  as  appeared  by  a  panel  of  wainscot  in  the  dining  room 
of  the  mansion,  whereon  was  carved  the  arms  of  Sedley,  the 
letters  W.S.,  and  the  above-mentioned  date.  John  Sedley  was 
of  Scadbury  in  the  reign  of  Heniy  Vlt..  and  died  in  1600, 
leaving  two  sons,  William  and  Martin  Sedley,  which  latter  was 
of  Horley,  in  Norfolk,  and  from  him  descended  the  Sedley's  of 
that  county. 

William,  the  eldest  son,  was  of  Scadbury,  and  left  three  sons 
and  two  daughters ;  John,  the  eldest,  was  also  of  Scadbury ; 
Robert  was  the  second;  and  Nicholas  the  thiid.  John,  the 
•Meat  son  of  William,  was  sberifF  in  the  8  th  of  Queen  Elizabeth; 
he  matried  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Colepeper,  esq.  of  Ayles- 
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ford,  and  died  in  1581,  leaving  three  sons,  of  whom,  William 
was  of  Aylesford,  and  created  a  baronet  in  1611 ;  John  died; 
and  Richard  was  of  Soutbfleet;  by  an  ordinary  of  anus 
belonging  to  the  gentry  of  this  county,  under  date  1595,  the 
anna  of  the  Sedley's,  of  Southfleet,  were.  Per  pale,  azure  and 
sable,  a  Jess,  chtquy,  argenif  and  gules,  between  three  goats' 
heads  erased,  argent  attired,  or;  which  we  imagine  were  those 
of  this  Richard  Sedley,  who  married  the  daughter  of  John 
Darell,  esq.  of  Calehill.  By  her  he  had  William  Sedley,  esq., 
who  died  in  1658,  tearing  by  his  second  wife  a  son,  named 
Charles,  who  was  knighted  in  1688,  and  died  in  1701.  His 
son,  CbarleB,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  of 
Aylesford  and  Southfleet,  became  poeaessed  both  of  the  manor 
of  Southfleetand  the  ancient  family  seat  of  Scadbury,  and  was 
created  a  baronet,  July,  1702.  He  died  1727,  leaving  one  son, 
Charles,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

Sir  Charles  Sedley,  hart.,  the  son,  married,  in  1718,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Frith,  esq.,  by  whom  he  became  possessed 
of  the  estate  and  aeat  at  Nuthall,  in  Nottinghamshire,  where 
this  family  afterwards  resided.  He  died  in  1730,  leaviog  Sir 
Charles  Sedley,  bnrt.  of  Nuthall,  his  son  and  heir,  who,  some 
years  ago,  exchanged  the  manor  of  Southfleet,  Scadbury,  and 
the  estates  belonging  thereto,  for  other  lands,  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sanderson,  of  Hasleraere,  in  Surrey,  whose  daughter, 
Mary  Anne,  subsequently  possessed  them. 

This  manor  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repairs  of  the  third 
pier  of  Rochester  bridge. 

Pole,  or  Pool,  is  a  manor,  which  was  anciently  estimated 
at  one  suling  or  plough  land ;  it  was  formerly  the  inheritance  of 
a  family  of  the  name  of  Berese,  one  of  whom,  Richard  de 
Berese,  gave  the  tithes  of  his  lands  in  Southfleet  to  the  church 
of  Rochester,  which  were  allotted  by  Bishop  Gimdulph  to  the 
share  of  the  monks  of  his  priory.  It  af^erwarda  gave  name  to 
a  family  which  possessed  the  eatate;  and  it  appears  by  the  book 
of  knight's  fees,  taken  in  the  reigo  of  Edward  I.,  that  Sarah 
de  Pole  was  owner  of  it  in  that  reign,  holding  it  in  dower,  as 
two  parts  of  a  knight's  fee,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester.  In 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  this  manor  was  part  of  the  posses- 
sions of  Sir  John,  son  of  Henry  de  Cohham,  of  Cobham,  the 
eldest  branch  of  that  noble  family,  which,  in  the  17th  year  of 
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Uitt  reigD,  obtained  a  charter  for  fret  warren  within  the  lord* 
ship  of  Pole.  Sir  John  de  Cobham  died  rery  old  in  the  9th  of 
Heory  IV.,  poBsessed  of  this  manor,  leaving  Joan,  bis  grand* 
daughter,  next  heir,  who  was  then  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Uawberk.  She  afterwards  married  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  who, 
on  that  account,  assumed  the  title  of  Cobham,  and  died  pos- 
wued  of  this  manor  in  the  6th  of  Henry  VI.  She  is  said  to 
have  had  fire  husbands,  one  of  whom,  John  Harpden,  died  pos- 
sessed of  Pole,  in  her  right,  the  13th  of  Henry  VI.;  she  bad 
istoe  only  by  her  second  husband.  Sir  R^inald  Braybrooke, 
one  sole  daughter  and  heir,  Joan,  who  married  Sir  Thomas 
Brooke,  of  Somersetshire,  and  he  became  lord  Cobham  in  her 
T^bL  He  had  by  her  a  numerous  offspring,  and  died  under 
Henry  VI.,  possessed  of  this  manor,  which  descended  from  him 
to  his  great  grandson,  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  who 
gave  it  in  marriage  with  his  third  daughter,  Elizabeth,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington  castle.  He,  in  the  32d  of  Henry 
VIII.,  exchanged  it,  with  other  lands  in  Southfleet,  with  the 
king,  for  the  monastery  of  Boxley ;  after  which  it  remained  in 
the  crown  tilt  Queen  Mary,  in  her  2d  year,  granted  it  to  the 
widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  who  had  been  executed  for 
treaaoD.  Their  son,  George,  was  of  Boxley  abbey,  and  on  his 
death,  in  1624,  this  manor  descended  to  his  eldest  son.  Sir 
Francis  Wyatt,  of  Boxtey  abbey,  who  died  in  1644,  leaving 
Henry  his  successor  in  this  manor;  and  Edwin,  sei^eant  at  law; 
ss  well  as  a  daughter,  married  to  Thomas  Bosvill,  esq.  of  Little 
Mote,  in  Eynsford. 

Henry  Wyatt,  the  eldest  son,  was  of  Boxley  abbey,  and  pos- 
sessed Pole  manor;  he  left  by  Jane,  his  wife,  an  only  daughter, 
Frances,  who  married  Sir  Thomas  Selyard,  hart.,  who  in  her 
right  took  possession  of  the  estate;  but  her  father's  brother, 
Hr.  Serjeant  Wyatt,  above  mentioned,  claimed  and  afterwards 
recovery]  this  manor. 

Sir  Thomas  Selyard  died  possessed  of  the  farm,  after  whioh 
Lady  Selyard,  his  widow,  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  one  Fisher, 
hy  a  famale  heir  of  which  name  it  became  the  property  of  Mr, 
John  Colyer, 

The  manor,  with  the  other  moiety  of  the  farm  and  demesne 
lands,  possessed  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Wyatt,  after  his  death,  con- 
tiaaed  some  years  in  that  line,  till,  on  the  death  of  the  last  of 
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diat  name,  it  became  vested  in  Robert  Mar«h:tni,  lord  Romney, 
gitat  gnaiton  o(  Elisabeth,  sister  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Wyatt,  who 
married  Thomas  BosviH,  esq.  ;  and  his  son,  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  lord  Romney,  afterwards  possessed  the  manor  of  Pole. 

Hook  pi.ack  is  a  seat  in  Soulhfleet,  for  some  centuries  the 
seat  of  a  family  named  Swan,  which,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Richard  11.,  wrote  themselves  £Vit//emen,  as  appears  by  their 
own  deeds.  Sir  William  Swan  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.,  and  died  in  1612;  his  grandson,  Sir  William  Swan, 
was  also  of  Hook  place,  and  created  a  baronet  in  1666.  He 
left  Sir  William  Swan,  bart. ,  who  conveyed  the  estate  and  seat 
to  the  Harrington's ;  Aavon  Harrington,  esq.  died  possessed  of 
it  in  1739,  and  Sarah,  his  sister,  married  to  Mr.  Samuel  Russel, 
by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  under  the  will  of  her  uncle  Har- 
rington, carried  it  in  marriage  to  Joseph  Brooke,  esq.,  then 
recorder  of  Rochester,  who  by  will,  after  the  decease  of  bis 
M/ik,  devised  it  to  the  Rev.  John  Kenward  Shaw,  of  Town 
Mailing,  who  took  the  name  of  Brooke. 

This  pariah  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  dioce$e  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  Nicholas,  is  spacious,  consisting  of  three  aisles  and  a 
chancel,  and  contains  some  curious  brass  plates,  monuments, 
and  remains  of  fine  painted  glass,  particularly  in  the  large  east 
window.  In  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  tomb,  or  stone  coffin, 
with  a  cross  thereon,  and  at  the  sides  six  ancient  stalls,  for  ibe 
use  of  the  monks  of  Rochester;  the  whole  chancel  having 
been  repaired  and  beautified,  in  1768,  by  the  then  rector.  In  a 
cbapel  or  chantry  that  adjoins  the  church,  on  the  south  side,  is 
an  ornamental  tomb,  for  John  Sedley,  and  Elizabeth  hia  wife. 
In  the  chancel  wall  appears  a  curious  triple  stone  seat,  under 
pointed  arches;  and,  at  a  little  distance,  a  piscina.  ,  The  font 
is  curious,  being  octagonal,  ornamented  with  carved  work  in 
each  compartment ;  and  the  tower  rises  at  the  west  end,  con- 
taining a  good  peal  of  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inscriptions  in  this  chancel  are 
the  following :  in  the  chancel  a  gravestone,  with  the  figures  of 
a  man  and  woman,  inscriprion  for  John  Urban,  and  Joan  his 
wife,  and  another  for  John  Tubney,  rector.  On  an  altar  monu- 
ment, east  of  the  former,  are  the  figures  of  a  man  and  woman, 
and  also  their  three  sone,  and  four  daughters^  for  John  Sedley, 
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auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Elizabeth  bis  wiTe  ;  on  the  same 
monument  is  a  brasB  plate,  bearing  an  inscription  for  John 
Sedley,«aq.  of  Southfleet,  and  Anne  his  wiTe,  daughter  of  John 
Colepeper,  esq.  of  AyleBford,  obiit  1581.  In  the  north  aisle,  a 
memorial  for  Hester  lady  Swan,  and  Sir  William  her  son,  also 
a  memorial  for  Cecilie  lady  Peyton;  and  on  a  brass  plate  fixed 
to  (be  wall  of  the  belfry,  aiv  inscription  showing  that  Master 
John  Swan,  William  Swan,  and  Richard  Swan,  his  brothers, 
with  Thomas  and  William  Swan,  his  grandchildren,  gare  the 
largest  bell  to  this  structure. 

In  the  I6th  of  Edward  I.  the  church  was  valued  at  thirfy- 
narks,  and  it  was  returned  by  the  commisiion  of  inquiry  in  the 
value  of  livings  in  1650,  issuing  out  of  Chancery,  that  South- 
fleet  was  a  parsonage,  having  a  house,  and  five  acres  of  land, 
worth  £160  per  annum. 

The  parsonage  house  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  edifices  of 
the  kind  in  the  diocese.  Itis  built  of  stone,  the  windows  large, 
with  pointed  arches,  having  atone  munntons,  resembling  those  of 
a  church.  The  porch  is  built  with  a  strong  arch,  the  whole 
having  presented  a  most  venerable  and  ecclesiastical  appear- 
ance, till  the  front  was  plastered  over  and  whitewashed,  and  the 
Gothic  windows  altered  and  saahed,  which  entirely  destroyed 
all  its  ancient  beauty.  Some  of  the  windows  on  the  south  side 
still  retain  their  original  form. 

This  living  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £31  15  0,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £3  3  6. 

Henry  Stace,  in  1442,  gave  a  tenement  and  four  acres  of 
land  to  the  churchwardens,  for  the  use  of  this  church  for  ever. 

In  1821  there  were  125  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Southfleet; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  305,  females  272,  making  a  total  of  577 
souls. 

The  next  parish  southward  is  Lonopield,  called  in  old  wri- 
tings, Langefeld,  and  in  Domesday  Langafel. 

LoNOFiBLD  is  a  small  parish,  long  and  narrow;  it  contains 
no  coppice  wood,  excepting  shaves  round  the  fields;  the  land 
is  very  poor  and  hilly,  the  surface  chiefly  chalk,  and  much  co- 
vered with  flint  stones.     It  is  an  obscure  place,  the  road  from 
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GreenBtreet  green  to  Trosley  hill  passing  through  it,  along  the 
ralley.  At  the  west  end,  cloae  to  the  road,  is  the  church,  and 
ahove,  the  court  lodge.  At  the  east  end  is  Longfield  green, 
and  a  few  houses,  with  some  others  straggling,  which  compose 
the  whole  of  this  parish. 

There  was  formerly  an  ancient  building,  called  Longfield 
house,  properly  the  residence  of  the  Burrow  family,  as  early  as 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  but  it  has  been  long  taken  down. 

This  place  was  given  while  Elfstane  was  bishop  of  Rochester, 
who  came  to  that  see  in  945,  by  Alfswithe,  wife  of  Birtrick,  of 
Meopham,  to  the  priory  of  Rochester,  as  two  plough  lands; 
and,  being  wrested  from  that  church  during  the  Danish  wars, 
was  recovered  at  the  assembly  held  at  Penenden  in  1076,  and 
restored  by  Lanfranc,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  Qundulph, 
bishop  of  Rochester. 

The  court  lodge  stands  almost  adjoining  the  churchyard.  It 
is  a  strong  ancient  building,  with  arched  doors  and  windows  of 
hewn  stone,  and  was  probably  once  made  use  of  by  the  arch- 
deaoon  as  a  house  of  retirement. 

Longfield  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
of  the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  a  Bnnall 
mean  building,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  consists 
of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  having  a  low  pointed  steeple  at  the 
west  end,  which  contains  one  bell.  Among  other  monuments 
and  inscriptions,  are  several  memorials  for  the  families  of  the 
Burrow's,  of  Hartley,  and  adjoining  the  south  wall  of  the 
church,  on  the  outside,  is  an  altar  tomb,  enclosed  by  wooden 
rails,  for  Archdeacon  Plume,  who  died  in  1704,  aged  seventy- 
four.  This  church  is  of  the  ancient  patronage  of  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  books,  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  ^30,  the  annual  tenths  being  Us.  9d. 

By  virtue  of  the  eommiNton  of  inquiry  it  was  returned  that 
Longfield  was  a  parsonage,  having  neither  house  or  barn,  that 
it  had  six  acres  of  glebe  land,  and  was  worth  £30  per  annum. 

In  1821  there  were  fourteen  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Long- 
field;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  66,  females  46,  making 
«  total  of  113  aoula. 
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Southward  from  Longfikld  lies  Fawkmam,  othenviBS 
ctWtsdFakcham,  wTitten  in  Domesday  Fachesham,  in  tiit  Textua 
Koffmni,  Falcheham  and  FaVtenham,  and  ia  the  will  of 
Bertrick,  FeaUonham. 

Thit  parish  is  a  lonely  unrrequented  spot,  containing  about 
1000  aorea  of  land,  of  whioh  about  250  are  wood,  without 
baring  any  high  road  through  it.  It  lies  on  elevated  ground, 
■moDg  the  hills ;  the  soil  is  chalky,  abounding  in  flints,  and, 
though  poor  and  barren,  is  in  some  naeasure  recompensed  by 
being  extremely  healthy.  There  are  two  hamlets,  called  Fawk- 
ham  green,  and  Fawkbam  street.  The  church  stands  near  the 
northern  boundary,  and  the  seat  called  Pennis  ia  situated  in  the 
middle  of  the  parish,  adjoining  a  laige  wood,  which  extends 
quite  across  the  district. 

Fawrham  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  Birtrick,  of 
Meopham,  who  by  his  last  testament  bequeathed  this  manor  to 
Byrware,  for  his  life,  and  then  to  St.  Andrew's  church  in 
Rochester,  for  the  soul  of  Elfric  and  his  ancestors. 

This  place  had  been  wrested  from  the  church  of  Rochester 
daring  the  Danish  wars,  and  again  restored  by  Archbishop 
Lanfranc,  who  acquired  it  at  the  assembly  held  at  Penenden 
heath. 

This  place  was,  soon  after  the  reign  of  (he  Conqueror,  in  the 
possession  of  a  family  which  thence  took  its  name,  and  held  it 
by  knight's  service  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester. 

Robert  de  Falkeham  held  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  as  a  p. 
pears  by  the  Red  book  in  the  Exchequer.  Walleran  de  Fauk- 
ham  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  11.,  and  bore  for  his 
arms.  Argent,  a  fas  gules  in  chief,  two  lorteaux,  as  they 
remained  in  the  window  of  the  church.  Soon  after,  this  estate 
seems  to  have  been  separated  into  two  parts ;  one  held  by  Rose 
de  Faukeham,  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  styled  the  nianorof 
Old  Fauheham,  o\.\\Kxvi\ae  Ask  Faukeham ;  and  the  other  by 
the  bishop,  of  oi<e  William  le  Clerk,  called  New  Famkekam. 

Inthe8thofEdwaTdllI.,NichoUeMalmains  held  the  former, 
tod  Gilbert  de  Kirkby  the  latter. 

In  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  Otho  de  Orandison,  who  had 
married  Beatrix,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Nicholas  Malmains, 
and  the  above-mentioned  Gilbert  de  Kirkby,  paid  aid  for  the 
manor  of  Old  Fawkeham,  with  New  Fawkeham,  as  one  knight's 
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fee  and  a  hair,  which  they  held  of  the  biahop  of  Rochester. 
Sir  Otho  de  Qrandison  died  possessed  of  the  manor  of  Fawke- 
ham,  or  Old  Fawkeham,  in  the  33d  of  Edward  III.,  leaving  Sir 
Thomas  Grandison  his  son  and  heir,  who,  during  his  fealty,  had 
pOBseBsion  granted  of  the  laads  of  his  father.  He  died  withont 
issue,  poaaessed  of  this  manor,  in  the  50th  of  the  above  reign, 
and  in  the  22d  of  Richard  II.  this  manor  had  become  the  inhe- 
ritance of  Phitippa,  granddaughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Guy  Bryan, 
•nd  widow  of  John  Devereuz,  who  that  year  married  Sir  Henry 
le  Scrope,  of  Masliara.  She  died  in  the  8th  of  Henry  IV.  poa- 
■essed  of  this  manor,  leaving  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Robert  Lovel, 
her  sister  and  next  heir. 

Robert  Poyninga,  jronnger  son  of  Robert  lord  Poyning*, 
afterwards  possessed  it  by  a  grant  from  the  crown,  and  died 
owner  of  the  manor  in  the  9th  of  Edward  IV.,  leaving  a  son 
and  heir  Edward,  who  was  a  famous  soldier  in  his  time;  and, 
having  been  extremely  faithful  to  Henry  earl  of  Richmond,  in 
his  distresses,  was,  after  his  attaining  the  crown,  chosen  one  of 
the  privy  council,  made  governor  of  Dover  castle,  knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  He  died  in  the 
14th  of  Henry  VIII.,  leaving  no  legitimate  issue,  on  which  his 
estates  escheated  to  the  crown,  when  this  of  Fawkeham  was  the 
next  year  granted  to  James  Dyggis,  esq.,  who  that  year  settled 
it  on  his  son,  John  Dyggta,  and  Mildred  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Scot,  in  tail  male. 

From  the  letter  name  it  passed  by  sale  to  Thomas  BarbaTn, 
■c(  Barham  conrt,  in  Teston,  whose  sole  daughter  and  heir  Anne, 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Oliver 
Boteler,  of  Sharnbrooke,  in  Bedfordshire,  who  removed  thence 
to  his  father's  seat  at  Teston,  above  mentioned.  His  descend- 
ant.'Sir  Philip  Boteler,  hart.,  died  without  issue  in  1772,  pos- 
sessed of  tbia  manor,  and  by  will  devised  one  moiety  of  his 
estates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the 
other  to  Viscoantess  Folkestone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of 
Radnor ;  when,  on  (heir  partition  of  these  estates,  the  manor  of 
Fawkeham  fell  to  the  share  of  the  Lady  viscountess  Folkestone, 
who  died  in  1782,  on  which  it  passed  to  her  son,  the  Hon.  Philip 
Bouverie,  who  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Pusey. 

The  foundations  of  the  ancient  mansion  are  yet  visible,  ocon- 
'py4ng;gTeat  part  of  the  garden  of  a  poblic-hooie,  for  the  repairs 
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of  which  they  have  been  from  time  to  time  pulled  down,  and 
what  still  remains  of  the  bnilding  appeare  to  have  been  the  walls 
of  the  chapel. 

The«(Aer;jart  of  this  manor,  or  New  Fawkemam,  was, 
after  the  ezlinction  of  the  family  of  Kirkby,  part  of  the  posses- 
aions  of  that  of  Rokesle,  and  afterwards  of  that  of  the  Percy's, 
earla  of  Northumberland,  of  whom  Henry  Alc;ernon,  fifth  earl, 
was  owner  of  the  same  in  the  17th  of  Henry  V1I[.,  and  died  the 
following  year.  Henry,  (he  eldest,  succeeded  him  in  titles,  and 
in  the  19th  of  that  reign  had  possession  granted  of  all  the  lands 
which  descended  to  him  as  heir.  In  the  27th  of  that  reign  an 
Act  passed  for  assuming  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  all  the  lands 
and  possessions  of  this  earl  in  default  of  heirs  of  hie  body,  and 
the  earl  by  that  deed,  the  next  year,  granted  to  the  king  all  his 
manors,  lands,  and  castles. 

This  manor  afterwards  went  into  the  possession  of  one  White, 
whose  heirs  sold  it  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  to  Thomas  Walter, 
gent.,  when  he  rebuilt  the  mansion  called  Pennis,  and  there 
resided.  He  left  several  children,  of  whom  John  Walter,  the 
eldest,  possessed  this  estate,  who  died  in  1625,  and  by  will 
bequeathed  some  charitable  l^acies  to  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
as  well  as  Ash  and  Hartley,  wherein  his  lands  lay.  He  bore 
for  his  arms,  Azure,  a  fets  dancette,  or,  between  three  croma 
embattled  of  the  second.  His  heirs  sold  this  estate  to  John 
Gifibrd,  esq.,  who  resided  at  Pennis,  and  on  whose  death,  in 
1704,  it  went  to  his  son,  Thomas  Gifford,  esq.  He  left  three 
dsDghters  and  coheirs,  who  possessed  this  estate  in  undivided 
thirds  till  1718,  when  they  agreed  to  make  a  partition  of  their 
inheritance;  on  which  division  this  estate,  with  Pennis,  and 
the  lands  belonging  thereto,  were  allotted  to  John  Selby,  in 
right  of  Mary  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs.  He 
left  two  sons,  William,  who  succeeded  him  at  Ightham,  and 
John,  to  whom  he  devised  Pennis,  with  the  estate  at  Fawkeham, 
after  the  death  of  Mary  his  wife  ;  she  survived  him  some  time, 
and  on  her  decease  left  the  possession  of  the  property  to  her 
•on  John  Selby,  who  resided  here,  and  conveyed  it  to  his 
lm)ther  William  before  mentioned,  on  whose  death,  in  1773,  it 
went  to  bis  only  son  and  heir,  William  Selby,  esq.  of  Pennis. 
He  died  possessed  of  it  in  1777,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Elizabeth  Borough  Selby,  and  his  widow  surviving ;  the 
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former  died  under  age  in  1781,  and  the  latter  >n  178S.  on  whieb 
this,  with  the  other  estatee,  descended  to  John  Brownef  e«q.. 
who  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Selby,  and  resided  at  tlie 
Moat  in  Ightham. 

Fawrehah  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juribdictioh  of 
the  diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  is  a  small  building,  coDtaioing  one  aiste  and  a 
chancel,  with  a  low  pointed  steeple,  and  appears  to  be  of  great 
antiquity.  Over  the  west  door  is  a  curious  painted  wiodow, 
ornamented  by  a  rich  bordering,  within  a  compartment  of 
which  is  the  figure  of  William  de  Fawkeham.  lord  of  this  pariah, 
and  donor  of  the  window,  habited  as  a  pilgrim,  holding  in  bis 
right  hand  a  Bible,  while  under  appears  his  wife  kneeling,  her 
bands  joined  in  prayer,  the  lower  part  of  which  ftguie  is  lost, 
but,  to  supply  the  defect,  two  shields  hare  been  placed,  beating 
the  arms  of  Grandison,  Or,  a  cross  gules,  tkarged  wiik  foe 
eotites  of  the  first,  between  four  trefoils,  sUpt,  issuing  Jron  as 
many  turfs  proper  ;  this  coat  having  adonied  a  window  on 
the  north  side  of  the  body,  hut  through  the  ignorance  of  the 
glazier  is  here  inserted  sidewise.  In  the  centre  compartment 
are  the  arms  of  Fawkeham,  Argent,  afess  gules  in  thief,  three 
roundels  of  the  second,  which  arms  are  likewise  in  the  north 
window,  but  the  colours  faded;  the  otJierfiguresia  this  window 
are  those  of  the  Vii^in  and  Jesus,  the  background -and  other 
parts  being  richly  ornamented.  In  the  body  of  the  church,  ia 
a  window  on  the  south  side,  is  this  shield,  A%ure,  six  tiers 
of  six  points,  and,  in  the  east  window,  the  anus  of  England. 

There  are  some  monuments  and  inscriptions  for  tlie  farailiei 
of  the  Sendder's,  the  Walter's,  the  Michell's,  and  the  Ward's, 
of  Hythe,  as  well  as  for  that  of  Turoey. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valned  at  fin 
marks. 

In  1821,  there  were  thirty-one  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Fawkeham ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  93,  females  75,  making 
a  total  of  168  souls. 

Hartley  ia  the  nest  adjoining  parish,  called  in  Domesday, 
£rc/ei,  and  in  the  TextusRi^ensit,  Herdei. 
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This  pariuli,  but  little  known  or  Treqiiented,  contains  about 
1200  acres,  part  of  which  is  a  large  wood,  called  Hartley  wood, 
containing  150  acres.  At  the  northern  boundary  the  soil  is 
chalky,  light,  and  much  corered  with  flints.  The  church 
stands  on  the  hill,  round  which  there  is  no  village,  though  here 
and  at  Hartley  greei^  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  northward,  there 
are  several  houses.  The  wesUrn  part  of  this  parish  lies  in  the 
valley  called  Hartley  botloiq,  along  wMch  the  road  leads  to 
Wrotham  and  Troaley. 

This  place,  at  the  survey  of  Domesday,  was  part  c^  the  po»< 
sessions  of  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  and  so  entered  in  that 
record.  On  his  disgrace,  the  manor  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  and  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  noble  family  of 
Uontcbensie,  one  of  whom,  Warine  de  Montcbensie,  owned  it 
in  the  reign  of  King  John.  In  the  37th  of  Henry  HI.  he  ob- 
tained a  charter  at  free  a'arrai  for  this  manor,  and  died  the  year 
following,  leaving  a  son  William,  and  a  daughter  Joan,  married, 
to  William  de  Valence,  the  king's  half  brother.  William  da 
MoBtcbensie  had  possession  granted  of  bis  father's  lands,  but, 
joining  with  the  rebellious  barons,  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
afterwards,  being  pardoned,  killed  at  the  siege  of  Drosselan 
castle,  in  Wales.  Having  one  daughter,  rfie  bad  posMssion 
granted  of  this  manor,  and  upon  her  death  it  descended  to 
Adonar  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  son  of  Joan  and  William 
de  Valence  before  mentioned. 

Aymer  earl  of  Pembroke  was  greatly  favored  and  employed 
both  by  Kings  Edward  I,  and  II.,  but,  in  the  17th  year  of  the 
reign  «f  the  latter,  be  was  murdered,  as  previously  observed. 
John,  aoB  of  John  de  Hastings,  by  Isabel  his  wife,  the  earl's 
lister,  and  John,  son  of  John  Comyne,  of  Badenagh,  by  Joan, 
bis  other  sister,  were  found  to  be  bis  coheirs,  but  Mary  de  St. 
Paul,  his  widow,  aurviving,  had  the  enwungyear  &r  her  dowry 
an  assignment  of  this  manor,  amongothers.  She  died  possessed 
of  it  in  the  61st  of  Edward  III.,  upon  which  it  passed  to  John 
de  Hastings,  before  mentioned,  next  of  kin  to  Aymer  deValeooe, 
carl  of  Pembroke. 

John  de  Hastings  waa  then  an  infant,  and  at  the  coronation 
ofRichard  11.,  being  then  about  Ave  years  old,  claimed  tbepri- 
vilege  of  carrying  the  great  golden  spoTS,  and  showing  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  his  right,  it  uas  granted  to  htm  and  a  deputy. 
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appointed  for  that  purpose-  H«  was  afterwards  killed  at  a 
tournament,  and  upon  his  death,  without  iasne,  Reginald  lord 
Grey,  of  Ruthyn,  was  found  to  be  his  heir. 

Philippa  countess  of  Pembroke,  survived  her  husband,  and 
marrying  Richard  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Arundel,  had  this  manor  in 
dowry  with  her. 

The  earl  was  fined,  for  this  marriage,  400  marks;  soon  after 
which;  in  consequence  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  times, 
and  the  implacable  hatred  of  the  king  against  him,  retired  into 
the  country,  having  obtained  a  special  dispensation  from  attend- 
ing Parliament,  or  any  other  public  employment.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  monarch,  entertaining  fears  respecting  him, 
soon  afterwards  got  him  into  his  power  by  fair  meana,  and  then 
sent  him  prisoner  to  London,  when  being  soon  after  brought  to 
trial,  although  he  pleaded  the  king's  promiae  and  charter  of 
pardon,  he  received  sentence  tobe  drawn,  hanged,  and  quartered, 
which  was  commuted  to  the  losing  his  head,  the  king  himself 
being  a  spectator  of  the  execution.  After  his  death,  hta  widow, 
Philippa,  still  kept  possession  of  this  manor,  till  her  death,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  IV,,  she  then  bearing  the  title  of  counteu 
of  Pembroke. 

Reginald  lord  Qrey,  of  Ruthyn,  became  entitled  to  this 
manor,  as  next  of  kin  to  Aymer  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  at  the 
coronation  of  Henry  IV.  carried  the  golden  spurs.  Great  dis- 
sentions  arising  between  Reginald  and  Owen  Glendower,  they 
had  recourse  to  arms,  and  the  former  being  taken  prisoner,,  was 
obliged  to  raise  10,000  marks  for  bis  ransom,  to  procure  which 
this  manor  of  Hertelegh  was  sold  among  others  to  John  Urban, 
of  Southfleet.  He  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  8th  of  Henry  V., 
as  did  also  his  son  John  in  the  4th  of  Henry  V[.,  od  which  it 
passed  to  his  sister  Emma  Penhale,  who  died  the  next  year,  and 
left  it  to  her  son,  who  held  it  in  the  2d  of  Edward  IV.,  as 
appears  by  the  book  of  Dower,  in  the  Exchequer. 

In  the  13th  of  Henry  VII.,  William  Cressel,  esq,  died  pos- 
seased  of  the  manor  of  Hartley,  which  he  held  of  the  king 
in  capile;  and  hia  son,  Richard  Cresael,  in  the  next  reign,  sold 
it  to  one  Draper,  who  passed  it  to'  a  Ballard ;  when  the  latter 
conveyed  it  to  William  Sedley,  esq.  of  Southfleet,  at  the  Utter 
end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  In  his  descendants  it  con- 
tinued in  the  same  line  as  the  manor  of  Southfleet,  down  to 
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Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  of  Nuthall,  in  Nottinghamshire ;  who, 
ID  1770.  sold  it  to  William  Glanvill  ETelyD,  esq.  of  St.  Clere's, 
in  Igbtham, 

HiRTLBV  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
thedioc««e  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  All  Saints,  is  a  small  building,  consisting  of  one  aisle  and  a 
chancel,  baring  a  pointed  steeple  at  the  west  end.  Among 
other  inscriptions  ia  this  edifice,  are  mementoes  for  James 
Burrow,  gent,  of  Kingsdown,  and  John  Cox,  gent,  of  Stansted, 
obiit  1729;  and  above,  these  arms,  Axure,  three  fieurs  delis, 
ermine  empaling  sable,  a  chevron  argent  between  three  attires  of 
a  slag,  fixed  to  the  scalp  of  the  second. 

Id  the  Idth  of  Edward  L,  this  church  was  valued  at  twelve 
marks ;  and  by  virtue  of  the  commission  of  inquiry,  in  1650, 
it  was  returned,  that  Hartley  waB  a  parsonage,  with  a  house,  and 
eight  acres  of  glebe  land,  the  whole  worth  XOO  per  annum.  It 
was  valned  in  the  king's  books  at  £7,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
14a.;  and  subsequently  estimated  at  about  200  guineas  per 
annum. 

In  1821  there  were  thirty-one  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Hartley ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parhameot,  the  numbers  of 
■Dhabitanls  were  as  follow :  males  87,  females  74,  making  « 
total  of  161  souls. 

Ridley  liea  the  next  parish  southward  from  Hartley,  writ- 
ten in  ancieot  records  Redlegh,  and  in  Domesday  Redlege. 

This  parish  is  situated  upon  the  chalk  hills,  the  soil  being 
DiDcb  the  same  as  that  of  Hartley ;  there  is  no  village,  and  the 
church  stands  in  the  southern  part,  having  the  court  lodge  and 
parsonage  adjoining.  It  coDtidins  about  800  acres,  of  which 
nearly  100  are  wood;  the  high  road  from  Longfielrl,  through 
Hartley  bottom,  to  Berry's  Maple,  Wrotham,  and  Troaley,  run- 
sing  along  the  valley*  at  the  western  boundary  of  the  parish, 
which  ia  otherwise  but  little  known  or  frequented. 

This  place,  at  the  survey  of  Domesday,  was  in  the  possession 
of  the  bishop  of  Bayeux,  and,  under  King  John,  had  passed  to 
Roger  de  Leybonie,  who  made  a  grant  of  this  manor  to  Bar- 
tholomew de  Watton,  to  hold  of  his  manor  of  Leybome.  On 
what  terms  this  grant  wasconcluded,  does  nut  appear;  however. 
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William  de  Leyborne,  son  or  Ro^er,  had  subsequently  a  claim 
over  it,  as,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  foaoded  a  chantry  in 
the  church  of  Leyborne,  and  endowed  it,  among  other  rents, 
with  five  markB,  to  be  paid  yearly,  out  of  this  manor,  by  the 
hands  of  Bartholomew  de  Watlon,  for  the  support  of  one 
chaplain,  in  perpetual  alma,  for  ever.  After  the  name  of 
of  Watton  became  extinct,  it  passed  to  that  of  Waley ;  Au^si- 
tine  Waley  being  descended  from  Henry  Wallia,  or  De  Galcis, 
a' merchant  of  London,  several  times  lord  mayor  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Five  bars,  and  over  them  a 
bend. 

He  paid  aid  for  it,  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.,  as  one 
linight'a  fee,  late  Bartholomew  de  Watton'a ;  and  obtained  t 
charter  of  fiee  xearren  for  his  manor  of  Ridley,  in  the  2M  of 
that  reign :  he  died  posseased  of  the  estate,  then  holding  it 
incapUe,  and  by  suit  to  the  king's  hundred  of  Axstane. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Sir 
William  Rikhill,  justice  of  the  Kind's  Bench,  who  died  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.,  and  devised  this  manor  to  his  eldest  son, 
William,"  who,  about  the  16th  of  Henry  VI,,  conveyed  it  by 
deed  to  Thomas  Eugham,  esq.  of  Engham,  in  Woodcliurch. 
He  again,  in  the  19th  year  of  the  same  reign,  passed  it  by  fine 
to  Robert  Savory ;  from  which  name  it  was  sold,  not  mmy 
years  after,  to  a  Fitz;  one  of  whom,  Walter  Fitz,  died  poe- 
sessed  of  this  manor  in  the  Slst  of  King  Henry.  VII.,  holdioj; 
it  of  the  abbey  of  Tower  hill,  London.  He  left  his  son  and 
heir.  John  Fitz,  a  minor,  the  wardship  of  whom  was  granted 
by  the  abbot  and  convent,  under  Henry  VIII.,  to  Piers  Bevil, 
and  he  conveyed  this  manor,  in  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII.,  to 
William  Sedtey,  esq.  of  Soathfleet ;  in  whose  descendants  it 
continued  in  the  same  line  as  South6eet,  to  Sir  Charlea  Sedley. 
bart,  of  Nuthall,  in  Nottinghamshire.  The  latter,  about  the 
year  1770.  sold  it  to  William  Glanvill  Evelyn,  eaq.;  and  he 
passed  it  to  Mutton  Lambard,  esq.  of  Serenoak,  A  court>leet 
and  couit-baron  is  held  for  tliis  manor. 

RtOLBY  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  dJocete  and  deanery  of  Rochester;  the  church,  southward 
of  the  parish,  ia  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  being  small,  with  one 
aisle  and  a  chancel,  much  overgrown  with  ivy,  having  neither 
tower  or  steeple.     Before  the  altur  is  a  tomb  for  John  Lambe, 
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ohiit  1740;  and  above,  a  chevron  bettveon  t)ir«e  holy  lunibs, 
with  staves  and  banners. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  and  manor  belonged  to  Roger 
de  Leyborne,  wboae  descendant,  ThotnaB,  left  a  daughter, 
Joliana,  heir  to  her  grandfather  William,  who  possessed  this 
Bi)vow80n.  She  having  no  issae  by  either  of  her  husbands, 
under  Edward  III.  the  property  was  eMheated  to  the  crown. 
It  so  remained  till  the  60th  year  of  that  prince,  who  then 
granted  the  advowson  of  the  church,  8cc.  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Mary  Grace,  Tower  Hill,  founded  by  him.  He  Boon  after  de- 
vised it  to  Sir  Simou  de  Burley  for  a  term,  but,  being  forfeited 
on  bis  attainder,  Richard  II.  granted  it  to  that  monastery  in 
pure  and  perpetual  alma. 

The  advowson  of  Ridley  church  continued  with  the  abbey 
till  the  Dissolution,  when  it  wasgranted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  the 
see  of  Canlerbnry,  where  it  continued  a  short  time,  being  re- 
granted  to  the  king,  who  immediately  vested  it  in  Sir  Edward 
North.  He,  in  the  3d  of  Elizabeth,  alienated  it  to  Robert 
Gosnold,  gent,  when  his  son  Thomas  passed  the  advowson  by 
•ale  to  John  Sedley,  esq.  of  Southfleet,  since  which  it  has  passed 
through  the  same  ownerships  with  the  manor,  to  William 
Glanvil  Evelyn,  esq.,  who  afterwards  sold  them  to  Mnlton 
Lambard,  esq. 

Under  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  nine  marks.  In 
the  return  made  to  the  commission  oflnquiri/,  in  1650,  Ridley 
was  esteemed  a  parsonafre,  with  a  dwelling,  and  thirty-six  acres 
of  glebe  laud,  the  whole  worth  £60  a  year. 

In  the  king's  books  it  stands  at  ^  19  4],  the  yearly  tenths 
being  7s.  5jd.     The  actual  value  is  about  £120  per  annum. 

In  1821,  there  were  ten  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Ridley; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tMn  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow :  males  36,  females  38,  making  a  total 
of  74  souls. 

Adjoining  Ridley,  westward,  lies- Ash,  called  in  the  Tertui 
linffenrii.  Misce,  and  in  Domesdiky,  Eint. 

Ash  stands  upon  high  ground,  among  the  hills;  the  soil 
mostly  chalk,  the  larger  portion  unfertile,  and  covered  by  flints- 
It  contains  3000  acres,  whereof  600  are  wood.     There  arc  two 
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hamleU  in  the  district,  Hodsoll  street  and  West  Yoke.  At 
the  north-east  boundary  is  Idley  Tarm,  but  the  whole  parish  is 
▼ery  irregularly  formed,  bounding  no  less  than  nine  others. 
The  church  stands  alone,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  district, 
south  or  which,  about  a  mile,  is  the  manor  and  hamlet  of 
§Quth  Ash.  Eastward,  on  the  declivity  of  the  bill,  contiguaus 
to  the  valley,  there  is  much  coppice  wood.  The  parish  is  little 
frequented,  and  lias  nothing  further  worthy  mention  appertain- 
ing to  it. 

At  the  survey  of  Domesday  it  belonged  to  the  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  and  on  his  disgrace  was  granted  to  Hubert  de  Bu^h, 
earl  of  Kent. 

Under  Henry  III.  the  parish  seems  to  have  been  divided  into 
THREE  SBPABATB  MAMOHs;  the  principal  was  called  the 
Mange  of  Asm,  otherwise  North  Ash,  having  under  that 
prince  been  possessed  by  Henry  Pencombe.  Under  Edward  III. 
the  heirs  of  Robert  Pencombe  held  it  of  the  heirs  of  William  de 
Eynsford ;  he,  of  the  heirs  of  Ralph  Fitzbernard  ;  he,  of 
MiibiliadeTorpel ;  and  she,  of  Roger  de  Moubray,  and  the 
heirs  of  the  said  Robert  Pencombe  then  paid  aid  for  the  pro- 
perty. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Grandison,  son  of  Otho,  died  holding  tlits 
manor  in  the  60th  of  Edward  III.,  and  in  the22d  of  Richard  II. 
it  was  the  inheritance  of  Philippa,  granddaughter  of  Sir 
Guy  Brian,  and  widow  of  John  Devereux,  who  married  Sir 
Henry  le  Scrope,  of  Maeham.  She  died  under  Henry  IV, 
possessing  Ash,  Su.  leaving  Elizabeth,  her  sister,  wife  of 
Robert  Lovel,  her  heir. 

James  Boteler,  earl  of  Wiltshire,  son  of  James,  fourth  earl  of 
Ormond,  subsequently  possessed  this  manor,  who,  for  adherins; 
to  the  Lancastrians,  was,  by  Henry  VI.,  made  earl  of  Wiltshire, 
Lord  Treasurer,  and  knight  of  the  Garter,  but,  being  present  at 
the  battle  of  Towton  field,  in  Yorkshire,  gnined  by  the  Yorkists, 
was  captured,  and  beheaded  at  Newcastle.  His  Unds,  being  iu 
consequence  forfeited,  this  manor  devolved  to  the  crown,  and 
was  by  Edward  IV.  granted  to  Henry  viscount  Bourchier,  earl 
of  Essex,  and  Isabel  his  wift^,  aunt  of  the  king,  and  their  heirs. 
Under  Henry  V[.  he  bore  the  title  of  earl  of  Ewe,  and  in  the 
25tb  year  of  that  reign  was  summoned  to  Parliament  by  the 
title  of  Viscount  Bourchier,  and  in  the  1st  of  Edward  IV. 
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created  earl  of  Easex.  He  died  in  ^he  23d  year  of  the  latter 
prince,  as  did  his  widow  Isabel  id  the  3d  of  Richsrd  IIl.j  hold- 
ing this  manor,  which  derolved  to  their  grandson,  Henry 
Bourchier,  who,  in  the  9th  or  Henry  VII.,  had  special  posses* 
sion  granted  or  all  the  property  to  which  he  was  heir,  nr  of  right 
descended  to  him. 

He  appears  to  hare  passed  the  estate  to  Sir  Edward 
PoyningH,  a  strong  adherent  of  Henry  VII.,  who  died  holding 
it  in  the  14th  of  Henry  Vltl.,  when,  leaving  no  legitimate 
offfpring,  his  estates  became  escheated  to  the  crown.  By  the 
latter  prince  this  property  was  granted  to  Thomas  Cromwell, 
earl  of  Essex,  after  whose  execution,  again  being  vested  in  the 
crown,  the  same  monarch,  in  his  36th  year,  granted  it  to  Sir 
Martin  Bowes,  knight,  to  hold  in  capile  by  fealty  only.  His 
lands  being  disgavelled  in  the  2d  and  3d  of  Edward  VI.  on  his 
demise  in  I&66  he  was  succeeded  by  his  eon,  William  Bowes. 
The  latter  dying  without  male  issue,  the  property  became 
vested  in  his  two  daughters ;  Elizabeth,  married  to  William 
Baggin,  and  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  Edmund  Fowler,  who  became 
jointly  possessed  of  this  manor.  On  the  division  of  the  inhe- 
ritance in  1634,  it  became  the  sole  property  of  Sir  Edward 
Fowler,  whose  family  was  of  Islington,  erf*  whom  Sir  Thomas 
Fowler,  by  Jane  Charlet  his  wife,  had  two  sons.  Sir  Thomas, 
nho  in  1638  was  created  a  baronet,  that  branch  being  extinct, 
and  Sir  Edmund,  above  referred  to.  They  bore.  Azure,  on  a 
chevron,  argent,  between  thrte/omU  or,  ai  many  crot»ea,/ormee 
gates.  He  died  in  1645,  and  by  will  devised  the  property  to 
his  son,  Nicholas,  whose  son  Edmund  leaving  a  daughter,  she, 
in  1718,  carried  the  estate  in  marriage  to  Multon  Lambard,  esq. 
afterwards  knighted. 

He  died  in  1768,  leaving  a  widow,  who  held  this  manor  for 
Hfe,  and  dying  in  1780  it  became  vested  in  Multon  Lambard, 
esq,  of  Sevenoke.     A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

The  hangs  op  Haltwei.!.,  or  Hodsoll,  derived  its 
former  name  from  the  Benedictine  nunnery  of  Holywell,  near 
Shoreditch,  and  the  latter  most  probably  from  the  Hodsoll 
family,  once  its  lessees  under  that  priory.  In  the  14th  of 
Edward  II.  the  prioress  had  certain  liberties  allowed  for  this 
estate  in  Ash.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  sisterhood,  Henry  VII 1. 
granted  this  manor   to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  since  which  it  has 
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paBGed  through  the  same  hands  as  the  manor  of  Ash,  lo  Multon 

Lambard,   esq.  of  Sevenoks.      A  court'leet  ia   held  for  this 

manor. 

The  manoh  op  South  Ash,  whereof  the  hamlet  stands 
a  mile  south  from  Ash  church,  was  formerly  held  by  a  family 
which  thence  derived  its  name.  Under  Edward  III.  John  de 
Southesse  was  owner  of  the  same,  who  paid  aid  for  it  as  tno 
parts  of  a  knight's  fee,  holding  it  of  the  manor  of  Ketnsing  and 
Seal,  as  again  was  that  of  the  earl  of  Leinster. 

On  the  extinction  of  that  name  it  went  to  the  Huddyshole'^, 
William  Huddyshole,  or  Hudsoll,  having  possessed  it  under 
Henry  V.  and  VI.  Mr.  John  Huddyaole  owned  it  under 
Henry  VII.  whose  son  of  the  same  name  succeeded,  as  was  the 
Intter  by  William  HodsoU,  gent,  who  died  in  1585.  They  bore 
for  their  arms.  Azure,  a  fess  wat>y,  between  three  itone  foutt- 
lains,  or  wells  argent,  which^iJ  they  had  not  anciently  bome. 
Philipott  conjectnrea  these  wells  lo  have  alluded  to  the  name 
of  Halywell,  or  Holywell,  having,  as  above  observed,  been 
tenants  of  the  priory  for  their  estate  in  this  parish.  From  Mr. 
William  HodsoU,  this  manor,  and  HodsoU  street  continued  in 
an  uninterrupted  line  of  ownerships  toWilliam  HodsoU  of  Dart- 
ford  and  South  Ash,  who  died  in  1776,  and  by  will  left  them  on 
the  demise  of  his  widow  to  bis  oousin  Mr.  Charles  HodsoU,  of 
Ash,  who  became  possessed  of  them.  A  court  is  held  for  this 
manor,  which  ranks  within  the  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Formerly  another  manor  existed  in  this  parish,  called  also 
the  manor  of  Ash,  and  latterly  Ash,  or  St.  John's  Ash,  from 
having  belonged  to  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  who 
united  it  as  an  appendage  to  their  manor  of  St.  John's,  is 
Sutton  at  Hone. 

This  estate  anciently  belonged  to  the  Latimer's,  one  of  whom, 
William  de  Latimer,  sen.  obtained  a  grant  under  Edward  I.,  for 
a  market  on  Thursdays,  and  a  fair  on  the  feasts  of  Sts.  Peter 
and  Paul,  as  well  as  free  warren  for  all  his  demesne  lands. 
He  died  holding  it  in  the  1st  of  Edward  III.,  whose  grandson 
WiUiam  held  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that  prince,  paying  aid  ts 
the  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  held  of  Roger  de  Mowbray, 
who  held  it  of  the  king. 

This  manor  passed  to  the  name  of  Cressel,  under  Richard  II., 
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loon  after  which  it  wae  giren  to  the  Knightg  Hoflpitallers  of 
St.  J«bn,  who  united  it  to  their  maoor  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  after 
whieb  it  had  no  separate  court,  and  aoon  loit  all  name  as  a 
distioct  manor.  At  the  disaolution  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Henry  VIII.,  and  has  had  the  same  owners  as  the  manors  of 
St.  John  and  Sutton,  in  the  partition  of  which,  under  Charles  I., 
between  Sir  Kandyll  CranBeld,  and  Sarah,  countess  of  Leicester, 
the  quit-rents  in  this  parish  were  divided  between  the  coparce- 
ners, and  as  such  became  the  property  of  William  and  John 
Humford,  esqrs.,  lords  of  tbe  separate  moieties  of  that  manor. 

ScoTflROVB  was  an<»«iUy  the  estate  of  a  family  named 
Torpel,  and  once  accounted  a  manor.  Under  Henry  III.  Wil- 
liam de  Faukebam  beld  this  estate  of  Mabilla,  widow  of  John 
de  Torpel,  who  had  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  in  frank  fee, 
to  bold  by  the  service  of  the  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  which 
was  confirmed  by  that  monarch.  His  son,  JeSVy  de  Faukehaw. 
held  it  in  like  manner,  and  eofeoffed  Richard  de  Gotowyk 
therein,' who  left  three  sons,  of  whom  John>  the  eldest,  died 
beforv  the  6tb  of  Edward  II. 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  William  de  Warren  paid  aid  for 
the  manor  of  Scotgrore,  as  it  is  called  in  the  book  for  collectinft 
it,  as  one  fontth  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  which  John  de  Gatewyk 
held  io  Ashe,  at  Scotgrove,  of  Roger  de  Moubray,  and  be  of 
the  king.  Under  Richard  II.  the  Frankenham's  were  lordsof 
the  fee,  who  before  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  were  ex- 
tinct, when  it  passed  into  the  bands  of  the  Colep6per*a,  and  so 
continued  until  Jocosa,  daughter  of  NicbtJas  Colepeper,  carried 
this  manor,  bald  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  in  marriage  to 
Walter  Lewknor,  ofWarbleton,  in  Sussex,  bang  fiHh  son  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lewknor,  of  Goring,  in  Essex,  whose  araas  were, 
Azure,  three  chevrontlM,  at^ertt.  He  died  under  Henry  VIII., 
and  left  the  property  to  his  son  Humphry,  who  sold  it  to  Thomas 
Fane,  gent>,  of  Loudon,  third  son  of  John  Fane,  or  Vane,  of 
Tollbridge,  who  died  the  24th  of  Henry  VIII.  He  by  will  de- 
vised bia  estates  in  this  parish  to  his  son  Thomas,  wheace  they 
passed,  after  a  period,  to  the  Walter's,  and  thence  to  the  Lam- 
barde's,  in  which  Line  they  remained  until  vetted  in  MoHoa 
Laubatde,  esq.  of  Seveooke. 
A  chapel  ftmaerly  belonged  to  this  property,  the  foundations 
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or  wliich  ftre  appttrcnt  in  a  wood,  called  Chapel  wood,  with 

other  remnina,  aad  a  well,  now  covered  over. 

Ash  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jdrisdictiok  of  the 
diocese  and  deanery  of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
Sainta  Pet«r  and  Paul,  conaists  of  three  aisles,  and  three  chan- 
cels, with  a  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end.  The  filtar  was 
erected  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atwood,  formerly  rector  of  this  parish. 

Among  the  monuments  and  inscriptions  are  the  following: 
in  the  chancel,  a  gravestone  with  the  figure  of  a  man  in  brass, 
ibr  Richard  Qalon,  rector,  and  another  for  Thomas  Maxlield' 
In  the  nave  is  a  stone  for  William  Hodsoll,  of  Snath  Ash,  and 
many  more  memorials  for  that  family,  and  in  the  chapel  is  a 
marble  monument  for  the  family  of  the  Fowler's.  In  the  I5lh 
.of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  twenty  marks. 

By  a  commission  of  Inquiry,  instituted  by  order  of  the  State. 
in  1650,  it  was  returned  ibat  Ash  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  honse 
and  eleven  acres  of  glebe  land,  the  whole  worth  £120  per 
annum.  The  rectory  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
.£9  18  4,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  19s.  lOd. 

In  1821  there  were  ninety-two  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Ash; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  272,  females  233,  making  a  total 
of  .'>06  souls. 

KiNGSDOWN  lies  soothwestward  of  Ash,  called  in  ancient 
records,  Kingledune  and  Kingetdune. 

This  parish  is  near  two  miles  ftnd  a  half  in  length  from  north 
to  sonth,  and  a  mile  in  width.  It  is  situated  among  the  hills,  on 
high  ground,  the  soil  chiefly  thin,  consisting  either  of  chalk 
or  red  earth,  covered  with  a  rotten  kind  of  flint  stone,  baring 
altogether  a  very  dreary  and  unpleasant  appearance.  Tbe  vil- 
lage of  Kingsdown  is  situated  about  twenty-one  miles  frdoi 
London,  on  the  high  road  from  that  city,  through  Farningham, 
towBids  Wrotham  and  Maidstone.  The  church  sUnda  by 
itself,  and  appears  singular  in  the  midst  of  a  wood,  nearly 
eighty  acres  in  extent,  about  a  quartftr  of  a  mile  from  the 
village,  and  half  a  mile  southward  is  the  estate  of  Woodland. 
At  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  parish  is  Hever,  with  a  large 
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wood  eutward,  and  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  road,  &t  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  stands  Maplesoome,  with  the  ruias  of  the  chspel. 

It  appears  by  the  certificates  of  knight's  fees,  delivered  into 
the  Excheqaer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  1I.>  that  Reginald  de 
ComhiU,  who  resided  at  Minster,  in  Thanet,  and  was  sheriff  in 
the  reign  of  John,  held  one  knight's  fee  in  Kingsdowo,  of 
Williaiu  Fitzhelt,  who  held  it  of  the  king  i»  etipite. 

The  family  of  St.  John,  of  Basing,  next  held  this  manor  im* 
mediately  of  the  king ;  of  which  line  it  was  again  held  by  the 
Fitzbernard's.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.,  John  Fitzbernard 
held  Kingedowne  of  the  king  in  eapite,  and  died  possessed  of 
it  in  the  55th  year  of  that  reign;  soon  after  which  this  estate 
■eemi  to  have  been  divided  into  moieties ;  and  Philipott  states, 
there  were  two  manors,  called  North  court  and  South  court, 
which  made  up  the  estate  held  by  the  Fitzbernard 'a,  Tiiese 
names  we  never  heard  of,  though  it  is  probable  they  were  given  , 
to  the  separate  .moieties,  one  of  which  moieties  descended  to 
Ralph,  son  of  John  Fitzbernard,  who  died  possessed  of  it  under 
Edward  I.  He  left  a  aon,  Thomas,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret, 
married  to  Guncelin  de  Badlesmere ;  Thomas  died  without 
iuue  in  the  6th  of  Edward  IL,  and  Bona,  his  wife,  held  it  in 
dower,  on  whose  decease  it  passed  to  Giles,  son  of  Bartholomew, 
the  son  of  Guncelin  de  Badlesmere  and  Margaret  Fitzbernard. 
He  died  in  the  12th  of  Edward  III.,  without  issue,  leaving  his 
four'  sisters  his  heirs ;  Maud,  wife  of  John  de  Vere,  earl  of 
Qxford;  Murgery,  married  to  William  lord  Roos;  Elizabeth, 
united  to  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton;  and  Mar* 
garet,  who  espoused  John  Tiptoft. 

The  other  moiety  seems  to  have  continued  in  the  name  of 
Fiub^nard,  as  Sir  John  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward 
III.,  as  half  a  knight's  fee,  which  Robert  Fitzbernard  had 
before  held  of  John  de  St.  John. 

Sir  John  Fitzbernard  died  possessed  of  this  part  of  Kings- 
down  manor  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  without  issue ;  on 
which  it  devolved  to  the  four  sisters  of  Giles  de  Badlesmere, 
as  his  heirs,  who  possessed  the  whole  of  this  manor  as  one 
knight's  fee.  On  the  division  among  them,  it  does  not  appear 
that  Maud,  wife  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  had  any  part;  Margery, 
wife  of  lord  llooi,  became  entitled  to  a  fourtli  part,  held  m 
capUe;  and  her  great  grandson,  Thomas,  being  attainted  under 
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Gdmird  IV.,  as  being  a  LaiiMsterian,  Torrpited  litis  estftte,  nith 
h'w  life,  to  the  crown.  The- family  of  Rooa  bore  for  iu  arma, 
Oulfft,  three  water  bou^ett,  argent. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton, 
became  posfleased  of  two  other  parts  of  a  moiety,  which  con- 
tinued in  her  descendants,  by  Edmund  Mortimer,  Her  first 
husband,  down  to  Anne,  only  surviving  sister  of  Edmund  earl 
of  March ;  on  whose  death  she  entitled  her  husband,  Richard 
earl  of  Cambridge,  to  the  possession  of  hia  interest  therein, 
whose  son,  Richard  duke  of  York,  father  of  Edward  IV.,  was 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield,  in  the  30lh  of  Henry  VI.  He 
died  posaesaed  of  the  above-  two  portions  of  this  manor,  when 
the  king  was  found  to  be  his  eldest  son  and  heir. 

Margaret,  youngest  sister  and  coheir  of  Gtles  de  Badlesmere, 
wife  of  Sir  John  Tiptoft,  had  for  her  share  the  remaining  fourth 
part  of  (his  manor.  Their  son  and  heir.  Sir  Thomas  Tiptoft, 
died  possessed  of  it  under  Edward  III.,  leaving  three  daughters 
hia  coheirs,  of  whom,  the  yoengest  married  Sir  Philip  le 
Ceepencer,  and  he,  in  right  of  bis  wife,  possessed  this  part  of 
the  manor  of  Kiiigsdown,  and  died  in  the  2d  of  Henry  VI., 
when  the  iuheritance  passed  to  Margery,  their  daughter,  wife  of 
Roger  Wentworth,  esq.,  her  first  husband  having  been  John 
lord  Roos,  of  Hamlake,  great  grandson  of  Margery,  by  William 
lord  Roos,  before  mentioned.  She  survived  both  her  husbands, 
and  died  in  the  18lh  of  Edward  IV.,  poesessed  of  this  fourth 
part  of  the  manor,  which  then  escheated  to  the  crown,  but  by 
what  means  does  not  appear. 

The  whole  manor  of  Kingsdown  being  thus  united  in  the 
uown,  80  remained  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,,  who  granted 
it,  with  certain  woods,  containing  186  acres,  &c.,  to  Jane 
Wilkiiuon,  widow,  to  hold  in  capUe,  by  knight's  service.  She, 
the  following  year,  alienated  this  manor  in  Kingadown  to 
Thomas,  son  of  Martin  Bowes,  to  hold  of  the  king  in  like  man- 
ner. He  passed  it  away  by  sale  to  Colonel  Richard  Lovelace, 
of  Hever,  afterwards  knighted,  and  of  Lovelace  place,  in 
Bethersden,  who  died  in  1658,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Bride's 
church,  London.  His  ancestor,  Launcelet  Lovelace,  was  of 
Sayford,  in  Sittingborne,  and  purchased  the  manor  of  Hever, 
in  this  parish.  By  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Eynsham,  he  left 
three  sons;    Sir  Richard,  of   Betber&den,  who  died  without 
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itine;  William,  of  whom  hereftfter ;  and  John,  who  was  ances- 
tor  of  Sir  Richard  Lovelacoi  created,  by  Charles  I.,  baron 
Lovelace,  of  Hurley,  iu  Berkshire;  which  branch  is  notr 
exlinct. 

William,  the  second  son  of  Lancelot,  died  in  1501,  leaving 
two  Boni,  John,  whose  descendants  settled  at  Bayford,  in  Sit- 
liogborne;  and  William,  whose  son,  William,  was  a  sergeant  at 
law,  and  resided  at  the  White  Friars,  in  Canterbury;  he  died 
in  1576,  leaving  issue  Sir  William  Lovelace,  of  Bethersden, 
who  left  one  son,  Sir  William,  of  Woolwich,  killed  in  tho  Low 
Countries.  He  le(\  four  sons,  Richard  of  Hever,  Francis, 
William,  and  Dudley  Posthumous  Lovelace.  This  branch  of 
the  ftnnily  seated  in  Kent  bore  for  its  arms,  Gulei  on  a  chief, 
indented  argent,  three  martlets  sable;  the  lords  Lovelsee  bore 
the  chief  sable  and  the  martlets  argent. 

Colonel  Richard  Lovelace,  above  mentioned,  left  an  only 
dtoghter  and  heir,  Mai^aret,  who  carried  the  estate,  together 
with  Hever  and  a  moiety  of  Chipsted,  both  in  this  parish)  in 
tnsrriage  to  Henry  Coke,  esq.  of  Thurringlon,  in  Suffolk,  fifth 
son  of  the  lord  chief-jusiice  Coke,  descended  from  William 
Coke,  of  Doddington,  in  Norfolk.  Henry  Coke,  before  men- 
tioned, bad  by  Margaret  his  wife,  four  sons,  of  whom  only 
Richard  and  Cirtae  lived ;  but  from  the  latter  no  issue  remained. 
In  the  family  of  Coke  these  estates  continued  till  1784,  when 
Thomas  Coke  sold  them  to  Duncan  Campbell,  esq,  merchant 
of  London. 

The  manor  of  Hbvkr  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Hever,  frequently  written  in  old  records 
Evere.  which  line  was  of  Hever  castle,  in  this  county,  whence 
the  present  estate  derived  its  name.  The  manor  eventually 
]Mued  to  the  family  of  the  Coke's,  when  William  Coke,  esq., 
in  1784,-  sold  it,  as  above  mentioned.  The  arms  uf  Lovelace, 
together  with  the  quarterings,  were  in  the  windows  of  an 
ancient  diapei,  the  remains  of  which  are  now  ased  as  a  farm- 
house. 

CHBPsTSDis  a  manor,  held  under  Edwsnit  L  by  William  de 
Mowbray  and  William  de  Chepsled  us  ttie  tvi'entieth  part  cf  a 
knight's  fee,  of  the  heirs  of  Ralph  Fitzbernard,  by  whom  it  wax 
held  of  the  king.  In  the  20th  of  Edward  lit.,  the  heirs  of 
John  Chepsted  paid  the  above  aid,  which  Isabella,  widow  of 
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Stephen  de  Kin^own,  had  before  hek)  of  the  maoorof  Sinuu- 
combe.  Adam  de  Chepsted  died  holding  ibig  manor  in  tlM 
4l8t  year  of  the  above  reign, 

John  Martin,  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  owned  thii 
manor  at  the  opening  of  the  rei^n  of  Henry  VI.,  ami  bis  eon, 
John,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Underdown,  of  Daitford,  who 
■oon  after  gave  it  to  Mr.  Richard  Thatcher,  of  Warbilton,  in 
Sussex.  He,  under  Edward  IV.,  sold  it  to  William  at  Wode; 
and  his  son,  Robert,  the  13th  of  Henry  VIU.,  devised  ons 
moiety  of  ChepEted  to  Nicholas  Taylor,  by  whose  eon,  William, 
ia  the  1st  of  May,  it  was  passed  to  Sir  John  Champneis,  of 
Bexley,  who  died  possessing  it  in  the  4th  year  of  that  prince. 
Of  his  sons,  Justinian,  the  youngest,  was  the  sole  surriror, 
who  conveyed  this  moiety  by  sale  to  Colonet  Richard  Lorelace, 
whose  daughter,  Margaret,  carried  it  by  marriage  to  Henry 
Cuke,  esq.  of  Tbarrington.  Since  that  period,  this  portion, 
called  for  distinction  Ckeptted  Hever,  continued  with  the  manor 
of  Kingsdown,  Hever,  &c.;  and  passed  ultimately  to  Robert 
Wenman  Coke,  esq.,  whose  son  sold  it  to  Mr.  Duncan  Campb^ 
of  London,  merchant. 

The  other  oioiety  of  Chepcted  woa  demised  by  Robert  al 
Wood,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  Sibill,  of  Llttlemote,  in 
Eynsford ;  from  whom  it  went  by  mnrriage  to  Mr.  John  Hope, 
who  passed  it  to  Mr.  William  Hodsoll.  of  South  Ash  and 
Dartfurd,  and  he  died  pOBSeased  of  it  in  1776,  having  devised 
his  interest  to  his  widow.  On  her  death  it  was  vested  in  his 
cousin,  Mr.  Charles  Hodsoll,  of  Ash;  while  the  remaining 
i*  0  thirds  beoame  the  property  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Mr, 
Edward  Hodsoll,  of  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  of  Richard  Gee 
Carew,  esq.  of  Orpington. 

Maplescombb,  written  in  the TV^^KsRofenitr  Mapildbbs- 
KAHPB,  and  now  called  Mapscumbe,  is  a  manor,  and  forroerly 
accounted  a  parish  by  itself,  though  it  has  long  been  united  to 
Kingsdown.  It  had  oncd  a  seat,  the  estate  being  partly  ia 
Kingsdown  and  part  in  Eynsford. 

This  place,  at  the  survey  of  DomesdHy.  was  possessed  by 
040  bishop  of  Bayeux,.  and  divided  into  two  separata  estates, 
under  tlie  title  of  his  lands,  in  that  record.  After  his  disgrace, 
William  de  Arsick  held  one  of  these  estates,  as  a  knight's  fee, 
of  the  castle  of  Dover,  to  ivliich  it  owed  service. 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KEMT.  4fr 

Id  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  William  de  Valoins  held  of  the 
lung,  m  eapite,  a  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Maplescorap,  by  the 
•errice  of  finding  one  halfpenny  for  the  king;'s  offering,  when- 
■oerer  be  should  come  to  hear  mass  at  thii  place.  In  the  Iflth 
of  Edward  I.,  Roger  de  Mereworth  owned  this  manor,  and 
obtained  fiet  warren  for  his  lamia  here>  John  de  Mereworth 
succeeded  him,  and  died  possessed  of  the  eatale  without  issue ; 
when  it  passed  to  the  names  of  Malmains,  Sir  John  de  Brembre, 
and  John  Hermensthorpe,  who  passed  it  to  Richard  Pitzalan, 
earl  of  Arundel.  H!^  descendant  dying  without  issue,  it 
devolred  to  hix  three  sisters,  coheirs,  viz.  Elizabeth,  duchess  of 
Norfolk;  Joui.'wife  of  William  Beaachamp,  lord  Abergnvenny; 
and  Mai^ret,  married  to  Sir  Rowland  Lenthall. 

Upon  a  division  of  their  inheritance,  one  moiety  of  Maples- 
combe  became  the  property  of  Joan,  on  whose  death  it  descended 
to  her  Son,  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Worcester,  and  Lord 
■Abergavenny;  and,  after  passing  through  the  descendants  of 
this  family,  the  moiety  was  sold  to  the  family  of  the  Lorelace'd, 
who  eventually  posseesed  the  whole  estate. 

The  above  moiety  appears  by  the  Testa  de  NevUl,  to  have 
been,  under  Henry  III.,  in  the  possession  of  William  deCliel- 
Icsfield,  fron  which  line  it  afterwards  went  to  Shoveholt,  and 
from  him  to  the  family  of  the  Rokeste's.  Joan,  wife  of  Thomas 
de  Rokesle,  died  .possessed  of  it  in  the  40lh  year  of  that  rsign, 
when  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Wisham,  wiio 
died  possessed  of  it  in  the  4th  of  Richard  11.,  leaving  Sir 
William  Peche  his  son  and  next  heir. 

How  long  this  part  of  Maplescombe  continued  in  that  family 
we  do  not  find,  but  it  afterwards  passed  into  the  name  of  CUick- 
•and,  whence  it  was  conveyed  by  sale  to  John  Lovelace,  esq., 
owner  of  the  other  moiety  of  this  manor. 

In  the  4th  of  Elizabeth  a  fine  was  levied,  when  it  passed  into 
the  younger  branches  of  the  same  name,  and  was  carried  by  a 
daogfater  in  marriage  to  Henry  Coke,  of  Thurrington,  in  Suffolk, 
a  descendant  of  »bom  dying  without  issue,  bequeathed  it  in 
1760  to  hia  widow,  after  which  it  ultimately  devolved,  in  1784, 
to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  merchant,  of  Iiondon. 

The  church  of  Maplescombe  has  been  long  in  ruins ;  in  the 
ISth  of  Edward  I.  it  was  valued  at  lOOs.  The  remains  are 
utBRted  ill  a  corn  field,  amidst  a  deep  valley,  about  half  a  mile 
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from  the  ancient  seat,  now  a  farm-bouu.  In  ploughing  neir 
the  walla,  where  probably  the  cemetery  was  situated,  humui 
bones  have  been  turned  up;  the  walls  are  of  ^^^eat  thiekness, 
and  the  windows  were  turned  with  semicircular  arches,  rounded 
ofi'.     This  parish  was  united  to  Kingsdown  in  16^. 

The  feerami  paid  to  the  crown  for  the  moaor  of  Maples- 
combe  is  £1  1  8i. 

Woodland,  otherwise  Week,  is  a  manor  here,  considered  la 
i(8  civil  jurisdiction,  as  part  or  the  parish  of  Kingsdown.  It 
lies  in  the  hundred  of  Codsheath,  and  the  bcclbsiasticai 
JURISDICTION  is  within  the  rfenffpry  of  Shoreham,  having  been 
nnited  to  Wrotham  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  since 
which  the  church  hns  been  in  ruins. 

Woodland,  called  in  the  Textui  Roffensis,  Watlandk,  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Crevequer*!,  Hamon  of  that 
name  having  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  47th  of  Henry  HI. 

In  the  9th  of  Edward  III.  John  St.  Clere  enjoyed  it,  and 
another  or  the  same  name  possessed  it  at  his  death,  whose  de- 
scendant passed  it  away  to  one  Pett  of  Sevenoak,  whose  suc- 
cessor sold  it  to  William  Rowe,  of  London.  From  that  name 
it  was  carried  in  marriage  to  a  Jenny,  of  Norfolk,  who,  in  the 
reign  of  Charies  T.,  settled  it  on  his  daughter,  and  from  her  it 
passed  to  the  name  of  Rowles,  jn  whose  descendants  it  conti- 
nued down  to  Oldfield  Bowles,  esq>,  owner  of  the  estate  in 
1780. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  and  the  tenants  pay  a 
heriot  on  every  death. 

The  church  of  Woodland  anciently  contributed  nine-pence 
chrism  rent  to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocese.  It  stood  in  a 
field  near  the  manor  house,  and  on  being  desecrated,  the  build- 
ing  lay  neglected,  and  so  continued  till  some  years  back,  when 
it  was  pulled  down,  and  the  stones  removed]  the  foundatioDB 
are  still  visible.  In  the  15th  of  Edward  1.  it  >as  valued  at 
seven  marks. 

The  rector  and  vicar  of  Wrotham  receive  all  ecclesiastical 
emoluments  within  the  district  of  the  chapel  of  Woodland, 
which  they  only  possessed  till  a  chapel  could  be  built  fortbe 
use  of  the  inhabitants.  There  are  twenty  acres  held  by  the 
rector  of  Wiolhani,  as  purl  of  bis  glebe. 

KiKtisuowN,  excepting  the  uiauor  of  Woodland,  is  wtthia 
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of  Rochester.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund  the  king, 
»  small,  having  a  low  towsr  and  shingled  spire.  It  consists  of 
one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  containing  only  a  single  graTestone,  on 
which  were  the  figures  of  a  map  and  woman,  with  their  children, 
■11  now  obliterated ;  the  inscription,  however,  in  black  letter, 
Tenaina,  c  o  in  in  emo  rating  John  Lorelaoa,  esq.,  and  Mary  bis 
wife,  who  died  in  1600,  but  the  shield  of  arms  ia  gona.  There 
are  some  good  remains  of  stained  glass ;  in  the  third  window 
appears  the  figare  of  Christ  on  an  kltar  tomb,  with  bis  hands 
and  feet  extended,  as  upon  the  cross,  being  very  ancient. 

In  the  churchyard  are  two  yew  trees,  the  ameller  Of  which 
nwasures  22}  feet  in  circumference. 

lathe  windows  of  Hever  house  are  the  arms  of  the  Lovelace's, 
and  in  tbe  casements  of  the  chapel,  now  pulled  down,  were  also 
their  shields  and  quarterings. 

In  the  I6tb  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  ten 
marks.  By  tbe  cooitniVnon  of  Inquiry,  in  1650,  itwasretamed 
that  Kingsdonn  cum  Maplescumbe  was  a  parsonage,  with  a 
house  and  glebe  land,  worth  £90  per  annum. 

The  church  of  Kingsdown,  with  Maplescombe  annexed,  is 
valned  in  tbe  king's  books  at  £9  1  8,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
i8B.2d. 

(n  1821  there  were  seventy  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Kings- 
down;  and  at  the  lame  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  waa  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow:  males  226,  females  212,  making  a 
total  of  438  souls. 

Northward  from  Kingsdown  lies  Hortok  Kirkbt,  con- 
taining about  3000  acres  of  land,  of  which  400  are  wood.  It 
(xtands  about  two  miles  eastward,  to  elevated  ground,  and  near 
the  boundaries  are  the  two  hamlets  of  Pindenand  Dean  bottom. 
It  is 'chalky,  and  much  covered  with  flints;  the  soil  very 
barren,  except  towards  the  Darent,  where  it  is  more  fertile. 

The  river  runs  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  parish,  and  on  the 
bank  stands  Horton  castle,  of  wbicb  considerable  ruins  still 
nmain,  part  being  fitted  up  as  the  court  lodge,  or  farm-house 
of  the  manor,  near  which  is  the  church.    About  haU'  a  mi^o 
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diBUntlieB  Uwbanlet  orSoiithI>arent,oBeeut«eiDeda  {wnah, 
lying  partly  in  Daraat  wid  Horton.  In  the  Utter  still  rcmuD 
tbe  fitnt  walls  of  u>  aacient  building,  moat  probably  the  chureh 
w  chapel  of  South  Daicnt,  now  used  as  a  malt'boiue,  and  coo- 
tignoua  is  a  com-mill,  aod  a  speoioUi  modent  fabric  built  by 
Mr.  ThMQaa  Williaiaa. 

Near  tbe  church  is  the  village  of  Horton,  dote  to  theDarent, 
and  a  little  beycmd  tbe  venerable  mansioo  of  Franks,  with  tbe 
-paraonagft.  At  tbe  south  eaid  of  tbe  village  is  Kirlcby  honae, 
^and  On  the  rise  of  th«  hill  above,  Reyotrfd'a  place,  now  oompied 
as  a  fanu-houae. 

r'  The  latter  bitildiog  ,WM  ancieotly  part  of  the  poaseoaroDS  of 
OdOf  bishop  of  Bayeuz,  oq  wboae  diagraoe,  one  knight'a  fee, 
part  of  tbtt  bishop's  lands,  was  held  of  the  aschbtabop  of  Can- 
terbury^  by  SimOa  de  Mootfort,  earl  of  Leicester,  as  «f'theho> 
nour  of  Newberry. 

The  manor  of  Horton,  notwithstanding  the  forfeiture  of  Odo, 
of  whom  it  was  held  by  tbe  family  of  De  Koa.  remained  ia  that 
line,  one  of  whom  built  ilorton  caatle.  His  deecendanta, 
Alexander  de  Ros,  and  William,  held  one  knight's  fee  in  Horton 
and  LullingBtone;aiid  RicharddeRoBjin  the  reign  of  Henry  IH., 
left  an  only  daughtst  Lma,  who,  from  Iter  posMBsioDS,  was 
styled,  the  lady  of  Horton,  She  carried  ber  interest  in  this 
place  in  marriage  to  Roger  de  Kirkby,  who  re-edified  Horton 
castle,  and  new  boilttlie  mansion  of  Kirkbycourt,  his  property 
having  been  so  coaniderable,  lUiat  tbe  parish  itaelf  received  the 
addition  of  bis  name,  called  Horton  Kirkby,  to  distinguish  it 
from  other  districts  of  the  same  name  in  this  county>  In  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.  a  female  heir  carried  Horton  castle,  and 
the  manors,  this  having  become  one,  in  marriage  to  Thomas 
Etonar,  of  Stonar,  in  Oxon  ;  who,  at  desceadcd  from  the  heir 
general  of  the  Kirkby'a,  quartered  their  arms.  From  the  Caanly 
of  Stonar  it  passed  to  John  Nevill,  marquis  M-ontacnte,  thence 
to  Thomas  lord  Wentworth,  and  by  fia«  and  reeorery  to  Robert 
Rudaton  and  Tbunafi  WalsiDgbam,  when  the  whole  of  tbe  in* 
teiest  of  tbe  latter  was  conveyed  to  tbe  former,  and  Hoiton 
castle,  vrith  Kirkby  maoor,  becanw  the  property  of  Robert 
Rudstoa.  Anns,  daughter  of  Isaac  Rudston,  cairicd  tbe  estate 
to  Samuel  Micbel,  of  Okl  Windaoi,  and  she  died  ia  1669,  being 
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ucceeded  by  the  heir  of  her  eldest  nm,  John  Michel,  who  deri- 
■ed  ihe  property  to  the  provost  and  scholar*  of  Queen's  college, 
Ozrord,  ia  whom  it  is  now  vested. 

At  the  court-leet  of  this  manor  a  constable  is  appointed  for 
the  pirish  of  Horton  Kirkby. 

Thb  mansion  op  Kirkuy  Court  went  from  Sir  Thomas 
WalsinghaiD,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  to  Cuthbert  Hackett,  of 
London,  alderman.  It  afterwards  passed  to  the  name  of  Paynp, 
and  thence  to  a  Collett,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Arnold,  who  in  1730 
conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Poihill,  esq.  He  left  the  estate  to  his 
three  daughters,  and  from  the  latter  family,  in  1738,  the  sole 
{HToperty  of  this  seat  was  conveyed  to  Richard  Hornsby,  esqj 
sheriff  of  the  county  in  1749,  who  left  it  to  his  widow  and 
daaghters,  when  they  sold  it  to  Mr.  Edward  Homewood,  who 
resided  there. 

Franks  is  an  eminent  seat  in  this  parish,  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Darenf ;  it  was  in  the  possession  of  a  family,  who 
removed  hither  from  Yorkshire,  and  wrote  ibeir  name  Frankisht 

That  Dame  becoming  extinot,  it  passed  by  sale  to  the  Martin*^ 
thenoe  to  the  Bathurst's,  who  rebuilt  this  .seat,  and  in  their 
descendantaitcoatinaed  down  to  Francis  Bathurst,  who  was 
of  Franks.  He  had  four  wives,  and  only  left  issue  by  the  first, 
a  daughter,  who  carried  Franks  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Fletohcr,  of  London,  thence  by  marriage  to  John  Taaker, 
esq.  of  I>artford,  who  in  1757  became  sole  possessor  of  this 
seat,  where  he  resided,  and  died  in  1796,  leaving  his  widow, 
who  afterwards  possessed  this  estate. 

In  the  windows  of  the  mansion  are  the  arms  of  the 
Bath  unit's. 

Reynolds  Placb  lies  at  a  small  distance  from  Kirkby 
Court,  and  was,  in  ancient  times,  the  seat  of  a  family  of  the^ 
Dane  of  Reynolds,  in  which  it  eodtinued  to  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward IV.,  when  it  passed  by  sale  to  8ir  John  Browne.  In  his 
descMidaots  it  ronained  till  theestate  was  sold,  nnder  Charles  I. 
to  Sir  John  Jacob,  of  Oamlingay,  in  Cambridgeshire,  who, 
revainiiig  stedfast  in  his  loyalty  to  the  king,  was  a  great 
sofiitrer,  and  compolled  to  part  with  his  estates,  when,  amon;; 
others,  this  was  sold  to  Sir  Harbottle  Qrimstone.  of  Bradfleld, 
in  Eases.  ll«alieDatfd  the  estate  to  Sir  John  Beal,  of  Far-< 
Bingham,  who  left  two  daughters,  by  one  of  whom  it  was  con-' 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


453  lUSTORY  OF  TUB 

vejred  ia  marriage  to  Sir  George  Hanger,  and  in  his  deBceodanti 
the  property  remained  to  Lord  Coleraine,  who  in  1774  con- 
veyed it  by  sale  to  Mr.  David  Powell,  of  London. 

PiNDBN  ia  a  hamlet  in  this  parish,  aituated  a  mile  sooth- 
ward  Trom  Horton  church.  In  the  survey  or  Domesday  it  is 
entered  under  (he  possessions  of  the  bishop  of  Bayeux,  upoa 
whose  disgrace  the  see  of  Rochester  appears  to  have  had  some 
property  in  this  estate. 

Horton  Kirkbv  is  within  the  bcclbsiastical  joris- 
DlCTioN  of  the  deanery  of  Dartford,  and  diocese  of  Rochester. 
The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  built  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  with  a  spire  steeple  in  the  centre.  Among  other  mona* 
ments  are  several  for  the  family  of  the  Bathorst's,  also  a  memo- 
rial for  John  Browne,  and  a  tomb  most  probably  for  one  of  tfae 
lords  de  Ros,  patrons  of  this  church;  in  the  cemetery  are  aim 
vaults  for  the  Tasker'a  and  the  Lane's. 

Horton  is  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  books,  ofthecleir 
value  of  £59  I  3,  the  yearly  tenths  bein^  10s.  9d. 

There  was  a  perpetual  chantry  founded  in  the  parish 
church  of  Horton,  and,  from  the  survey,  it  appears  that  the 
clear  yearly  value  was  623.  SJd,  the  whole  being  an  annual 
income  of  £3  6  8,  payable  from  the  late  monastery  of 
Bozley. 

In  1821  there  were  eighty-eight  dwellings  in  tbe  parish  of 
Horton  Kirkby ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  oeniin 
of  the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  thenum* 
bers  of  inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  263,  females  274, 
making  a  total  of  637  souls. 

Farninoham  lies  the  next  parish  southward  from  Horton, 
called  in  Domesday  Fcrlingeh4mt  and  Femingekam,  and  in 
other  records,  Fremingkam,  which  signifies  a  village  near  the 
running  stream. 

The  high  road  from  London,  through  Footscray,  towards 
Wrotham  and  Maidstone,  crosses  this  parish,  along  which  it 
extends  nearly  five  miles,  the  average  breadth  being  one  rails 
and  a  quarter.  The  river  Darent  meanders  across  the  parish, 
in  the  midst  of  a  valley  of  fertile  meadows,  whence  the  biUa 
rise  towards  the  east  and  west ;  the  approachea  from  which 
eminence's,  on  either  side,  present  the  most  picturesque  laiid- 
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Kipet  that  <lsR  be  tmftgitaed.  '  Tfie  rUl&gt  is  altaated  on  «Hhei 
lideof  Ibe  mskI,  itt  the  midflt  af  the  vtdlfly  cltiie  to  the  IHrent; 
Mr  which  ih  ft  haMscMie  bHek  bridge  of  tttat  arbhes,  built  ftt 
At  ehfti^  or  the  tiountr.  Not  Tar  diataitt  stands  the  maoBioa 
•f  M^  FaMer ;  uld  tsontigaoufl.  the  church  and  riearoge,  with 
•Aer  hcKMCft  int«»|>ened,  as  wall  as  two  capitaV  Itrns ;  th« 
wbdie  fdKnihg  a  dtuatlcn  remarkably  health;  and  })l(»sJtnt. 
Oa  the  western  hilt  is  PktHaU  place;  aad  opposite,  the 
kWM  of  OnAkTONB  and  GRtHBKAM's  fAhm  ;  ntd  on  the 
SHw  bilt«  E^antttw ;  white  dpon  t^  oppoaitd  eminetiee,  is  an 
«tftt«  caUvd  tkeFitUffd  The  parish  of  Byasford,  soulhwdrd^ 
mAm  neaHy  t»  th»  back  of  the  t41kge.  There  are  about 
4000  acres  of  land  in  this  district,  whereof  140  are  wood,  80 
my  fertile  meadow  land,  and  the  remainder  arable.  The 
gMsad  is' chieiy  chidh,  ezceptiHg  near  Kingsdown,  wh^re  it 
presents  a  etrong  heavy  tillage  soil,  of  which  description  is  ibt 
Isad  of  Petham  Place  farm,  though  not  so  much  covered  with 
flint  stotiee. 

The  liberty  of  the  datchy  of  laneaster  cTalnts  over  this  pariA. 

la  1738  a  sHght  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  these 
parti^  at  which  time  a  piece  of  groand  in  a  meadow  at  Faniing- 
haai  felt  in,  ao  as  to  leave  a  pit  eight  or  teii  feet  over,  and  neariy 
Si  deep,  which  being  on  a  level  with  the  river,  was  soon  filled 
wM  water  to  within  three  or  four  feet  of  the  summit.  The 
pises  of  gromd  in  question  had  previously  been  sufficiently 
so—d  to  bear  oairieges. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  Ansgotus  de  Kos  hAi  thie 
estate  of  the  aichbishop  by  kni^tt's  aervice,  which  was  entered 
in  Doaeeday  noder  the  title  of  the  archbishop's  lands.  Beside* 
the  abov'ft'meDtioned  estate,  the  bishop  of  Bayeux  was  pos* 
smed  vf  considersble  landf  in  thia  district,  entered  in  Domee- 
dsy  under  the  general  title  of  his  possessions. 

He  eslMte  held  af  the  arehbi^op  by  AasgDios  de  Ros  seems 
Is  hare  been  the  one  now  called  Ghaftons,  while  the  other,  hdd 
of  the  iH^op  «f  Bayevx,  was  that  afterwards  styled  the  uaho  r 
er  pMnriHSHAH,  wfaicbi  opott  his  disgrace,  was  granted  to 
WiKa>i  de  Aiaick,  of  whom,  that  before  BMstsoned  was  again 
bsU  an  *■»  knight's  fee  by  the  family  of  Da  Ros.  In  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.,  Ahcia  de  Ros  held  three  qoartera  of  a  knight's 
hi  in  FaniDgham^  in  dower,  of  Ri^uid  de  Ros.    This  estate 
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afterwards  passed  to  a  family  called  De  Spield ;  soon  aflu 
which  it  was  conveyed  to  that  of  I>a  FreaiRgbam ;  s»d  aftei 
passing  through  numerooB  deacendants,  in  defoolt  of  is««e, 
devolred  to  Rt^er  Istey,  of  Snndbridge.  Fnwi  bis  deaoend* 
ants  it  passed  io  exchange  to  William  Roper,  esq.  of  Eltktmt 
who  bequeathed  it  to  his  son,  Sir  Anthony,  who  was  kai^i^ 
at  the  coronation  of  Jani«s  1-  He  gave  this  estate  by  will  te 
Sir  John  Cotton,  who  passed  it  to  Sir  John  Beate,  one  of  wbaie 
dAoghters  carried  the  manor  in  marriage  to  Sir  George  Hanger, 
whose  son  new  bnilt  the  manor-boase,  which  waa  bamt  dowa 
in  1740,  while  yet  unfinished.  This  eata,te  otHttinnod  in  tbe 
latter  family  till  sold  to  Mr.  'HioiBa*  Fuller,  who  Bt^MeqiMntly 
possessed  the  same. 

Chartons  is  a  reputed  manor  io  this  parish^  ancieaUf 
called  Famingham  Puna,  and  appears  t»  have  been  ooee 
esteemed  a  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Famingham.  On  tbe  s«i- 
vey  of  Domesday,  this  estate  was  held  by  Anagotna  de  Rot, 
of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  from  whom  it  went  to  ibe 
name  of  Ceriton,  at  Charton ;  after  which,  it  appears  to  have 
been  separated  into  two  moieties,  one  of  wbtcfa  was  held  by 
WiUiam  de  Isley,  whence  it  descended  in  the  same  line  of 
ownership  as  Farningham  manor,  to  Sir  Anthony  Roper.  He 
gave  it  by  will  to  Sir  John  Cotton,  who  conveyed  this  aitale 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Cracker,  whose  two  sons  divided '  this  moisty 
of  Cbartons  between  them.  That  portion  containing  the  man- 
sion, with  hair  the  land  contiguous,  was  allotted  to  BeojwM; 
while  Joseph  had  for  his  share  the  farm  called ^lantine  and 
that  part  of  the  land  near  the  river.  The  moiety  held  by  the 
latter  was  alienated  to  Mr.  Joseph  Coz,  of  this  parish,  and 
that  of  the  former,  in  1743,  conveyed  to  John  FuUnrtoo,  esq., 
who  sold  it  to  William  Hanger,  «sq.»  fn>m  whom  tt.deeccnded 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller. 

Pbtham,  or  PbdhAm  place,  is  situated  aboat  half  a  mile 
from  Farningham,  on  the  high-  road  hanoe  to  London,  and  was 
fcffmerly  possessed  by  a  family  of  that  naime.  It  then  passed 
by  sale  to  the  Roper's;  and  thenee  to  the  Cotton's,  who  eoa> 
veyed  it  to  Sir  Edward  Batharst,  of  Horton  Ktikby.  ItaAei- 
war<k  became  the  property  of  John  Calcraft,  esq.  of  Jogms, 
whose  son  subsequently  sold  it  to  Sir  John  Dyke. 

CHtHBUAHs,  or  CuiMMAKs,  iQ  Boolher  muor,  aituated  at 
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tiM  Mtlem  booad*  of  this  parish,  and  BBciently  eonfenvcl' its 
aune  on  a  fiunily^lhat  dnned  it  in  th«  raign  of  Henry  IIL 
Anm  their  dcaottMlaitts  it  poued  t9  the  name  of  Premikglnni, 
aid-thenceito  the  Isley'flr  wfaoiold  it  to-Sibill;  from  whom  it 
Kent  in  nuiuge  «o  one  Hide;  then  to  the  Btuun^at  the 
Vbhaker**;  aod  nt^metely  to  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Rivwhead, 
•faew  miilnr  posaeased  the  propetty. 

:  7sKinMeHiK<iawithin  the  hcclssiasticaL  JDREaoicTioN 
of  the  ikoeese^td  Roebeelar,  and  being,  a  peaUiwf  of  the  aich- 
'  UihAp,  i»  within  the' dMapry.,of  Shorefaan.  The  church, 
Mieittad  to  Sta.  Peter  aod  Paul,  connets  of  one  aisle  and  a 
ebancd,  with  a  tofftr  at  the  weat  end.  In  thia  edifice  ia  a  fety 
aaeieat  teUguMi  font,  embellished  by  emblan»tkal  fi^resi 
earred  on  each  compartment.  Seren  of  these  seulptures  seeoi 
to  have  vepreeented  the  eeveaaacrameots  of  the  Romish  church; 
hot  the  whole  are  ao  inerusted  over  with  paint,  that  the  beaaty 
itmtirely  deetroyed. 

-  Among  other  mtmnments,  are  as  follow:  tomba  Air  Sir 
WHttam  Gylbome,  rtcar ;  Henry  Perebraoe ;  -  and  John  Pendle- 
berry.  Memorials  for  Elizabeth  Emmerton ;  Lady  Jane  Beolej 
Andiony  Boper,  esq.;  and  a  biai&  for  Allice  Taillon.'  There 
are  also  sereral  slabs  for  tiie  Amities  of  the  Sibill'a  and  the 
Ptotiiam's ;  together  with  a  costly  monument,  in  the  church- 
yard,  erected  by  TfaomaaNaah,  esq.,  who  died  at  Patia  ia  1778, 
bia  remaiilH,  with  others  of  bis  family,  baving  been  here  depo* 
nted.  This  vicar^e  ia  valued  in  tfie  king's  books  at  .^  6  10; 
thtTesrIy  tenths  being  Ids.  7d. 

Id  1821  there  were  ninety-seven  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Farungham ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  piopulation  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  iababit«Bts  were  as  follow' :  males  332,  females  254,  making 
a  total  of  686. 

'  Soothward'rrom  Farningbam  lie*  ErKsroRD,  sometimes  writ- 
tan  Jfntjbrd,  so  named  (Vom  a  aottd_fird  over  the  riv6r  Darent. 
The  parish  extends  about  four  miles  from  east  to  west,  and 
tiifee  from  north  to  aonih ;  on  the  nonhern  side  it  reaches 
neatly  to  Parningham ;  contiguous  to  which  stood  the  ancient 
manor  of  Sibilt's ;  while  towards  the  west,  over  the  hills,  is 
1  farm,  and  the  obveure  hamkt  of  Crockenbill,  both 
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wUbia  iU  boopds,  anidit  a  (juntity  of  tVoodlaaiU ;  the  mI  b 
isgaaflral  ohalky,  exoept  towarda  th«  Mat,  wheie  Umra  ia 
fomt  tillage  land.  Tba  viUaf$a  ol  Eyaafiwd  ii.  aitaalad  oMt 
the  aoutb-watt  bounda  of  the  pwbb,  in  Um  tallay  m  A«  buki 
of  the  DaicBt,  om  which  ii  a  hridgft,  rapairod  at  th*  ekaigi  •( 
the  county.  At  iJm  iiDrth  Old  of  tfaa  nllage,  near  tbft  lifcr,  at* 
the  temaia  of  Eyotford  caatlo,  and  »t  tbaaantk  osd.  tlw«haMk{ 
b«9>aiM)  wkick»  the  panah  wtflDda  aoathwwd,  OB  tbftfllMlkluBi; 
aad  ueu  tha  iMnotknoi.  ia  AabtOB  lodge. 

Tbia  plaoe  wju  given  by  Aipbce*  W  duiaftdnwcW  mOm- 
tettwry,  when  arohbiabop  Du[iit«a  floariabod.  At  tlM  nanqf 
of  Donaeaday.  Eyttsfokd  was  ImU  of  tbe  arabbtali^  of  Gaa< 
terbnr|r  by  ki^ht'i  aerrice,  attd  aotned  uDder  tkm  0UKnri  tith 
of  the  powaaiiona  of  that  sat. 

In  tbe  taiga  of  Henry  IL,  a  fanily  of  UwDtaMor  Eyufbid 
poaaeued  thia  jidaoe.  «oe  of  vboiQi  WilUani)  waa  ihaiiff  of 
London  in  that  reign  ;  he  bore  for  hia  armi,  A  fr^jf  ^iwwafc 
William  de  Eynafard  held  tbe  h&mor  oqd  oAaxLa  of  Atohbi- 
ahop  Beoket;  while  in  the  ntgo  of  Ed^wrd  I.,  it  waa  poanmJ 
by  the  family  of  tbe  Cciol'*.  It  tb«u  paaaed  by  aak  1a  tht 
Zouahe'a,  of  Uarringworth ;  after  which-  it  went  to  the  nane 
of  Ghaworth.  tsA  was  oofxreyed  by  aale  to  Sir  Paroival  I)art  ia 
the  reign  of  Henjy  VUI.;  eabaoquent  to.whioh,  l|h«  \iKffitti 
descended  to  Sir  Johfi  Dixon  I^ke,  barU 
.  These  are  atill  cooaideraUe  ruina  of  EynifoBd  eaatle,  the 
walla,  formed  of  squared  jbnta,  nearly  four  feet  thick,  bebig 
entire  to  the  height  of  forty  feet.  The  oitCHit  is  of  a  vwy 
ifre^ntlar  fonn,  comprising  about  thxee  <)oart«i  of  -an  asre, 
and  io  tbe  middle  ia  a  atr<H9g  keep»  or  dangeoa.  The  rewainit 
stand  at  a  ^maU  distance  eaatwanl  from  the  Daveot,  batwatn 
which  apd  the  cMtle  is  nuch  nibbiah,  aad  the  faawtatifi  of 
building! ;  there  are  alec  the  remaioa  of  a  broad  moat,  u« 
dried  up. 

Many  lands  in  Eynsferd  are  held  of  thip  manor,  by  aaatul 
qnit-rents.  A  oonatable  ii  chosen  at  tha  coart-loet  fiu;  liM 
liberty  of  Eyaaford< 

SovTH  ooDBT  is  a  manv.  aasieotly  part  of  tha  eaMa  of  the 
family  of  the  Eynsfoid'a,  and  fonnerly  parcel  of  Eystfind 
caaUe.  John  de  St.  Clere  poaaeaaed  tbia  eatale  in  die  raign  of 
Edward  HI.,  whwMeit-paaaed  to  tbe  Diohtra'a^aa  Jofaa  Dinhali 
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died  peteeawd  of  Om  prbf>a-ty  tn  thd  17Ul  of  Henry  VIII.; 
rran  tlifl  laUtt  itamc  it  paneA  ta  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  AUine- 
Ma  maOt,  mi  ««■  by  that  £uMly  e<M  to  mo  Hart. 

SiDoe  this  unity  of  posMtnon,  the  style  of  these  miDon  bu 
bees,  the  caalle  Md  maaer  of  Eynefivd  etim  Sontbeourt,  liy 
»hieb  title  Ihty  deeceoded  14  Sir  Jobk  Dixon  Dj-ke^  b*rt. 

Thm  maxos  orOEaiiDta,  tho  ntfniioa  of  wbioh  is  now 
eelM  AsTAH  bOB«  b,  Mi  anciently  pMseaaad  by  a  ftunily  wbiob 
teok  itk  JMUM  fion  neudeaee  here,  William  da  Orkesdea  harkg 
MA  half  a  luigbt's  fee  i»  E^ifoid,  by  kaighi'a  aemce,  of 
th*  •rvMiisWft. 

In  the  rei^-of  Edward  lit.,  RegiaaU  de  CobbMR  waa  poi* 
aaaaed  of  ^is  rovkOTii  wbodiedw  tiraSM  yearof  tliatreiga> 
banoff  Begimld  hi«  ««>,  and  a  widows  a«ti«itg;  on  tha 
deeeaae  of  the  latter,  their  aon  posteMed  ^ii  maaer*  ttho  wM 
of  StfrboMiaeh  caaUe«  in  Sonay.  The  property  then  pataM 
ia  marriage  toSir  EAward  Borough*  from- whom  it  dereWod  to 
thajMrneaof  Sandbaohe;  l^eanerd;.  Oakej  Twob;  aad  tdti>- 
mately  to  Sir  ioba  I}i»n  Jijke,  bart. 

On  the  weatera  M«  ef  this  parieh.  next  to  8b.  Mary  Ciay, 
liea  the  hakut  op  CaocKiKHij^L,  which,  nadeR  Edward  IV,, 
«a»  in  tbe  poaaeeeiOB  of  the  prtoieas  of  Oaitford*  wbera  it 
remained  till  the  dissolatlon,  aader  Henry  VIII,,  who  gnattd 
thia  manor  to  FeraraJ  Hart,  esq.,  to  hold  tn  eapittf  whose  son 
died  poisessed  of  it,  aAer  which  it  desoeoded  in  the  sane 
maave*  aa  his  othe^  states,  to  Sir  John  Dtxeo  Dyke,  hart. 

LITTLE  MoTB  and  PsTHAK  CoVBT  are  manen  at  the 
opposite  sides  of  this  parish,  having  been  fee  maay  genemtiona 
part  of  the  pOBaesaions  of  the  family  of  the  Sibill's,  who  resided 
at  a  mansieii  beating  that  name,  wbioh  was  situated  ia  Little  ec 
Lqww  Uete ;  they  bote  far  their  arms.  Argent,  m  tiger  guUtf 
viemimg  himMelf  in  a  glast  or  mirror  oMure.,  This  estate  was 
much  aagmeoted,  by  one  of  that  line,  under  Heary  VIIL,  laae* 
lying  the  female  heir  of  the  Cowdale's,  who  bore  for  thmr  enne^ 
rifrgtwl,  e  ckem-ott  gules  betmeen  three  coma'  ised*  oAotbed 
uMcf  whioh  co«t,  both  impetad  and  querterad  witfi  Sihil^ 
Philipott  says,  was  in  hie  time  fsmainiog  in  the  maiUMB^  in 
puoted  ghUk  ee  well  ae  earved  woek. 
In  that  family  Pethaai  court  continued,  till  oanied  by  iaii>- 
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risge  to  Robert  Bosevile, '  esq.,  with  whom  it   remuMd  till 

again  conveyed  in   marriage  to  Sir  Robert  Martham,  barL, 

whoae  great  grandMo,  lord  Romi^.  afterwards  poaieaMd  At 

estate. 

The  manor  oF  Utttemote,  wiUi  Sibilb,  became  the  property 
or  Sir  Henry  Bosvile,  who  died  in  1709.  withotf  iuae.  aad 
devised  thia  manor  and  estate  to  his  kinsman,  Robert  Bosnle, 
esq.  of  Staffbrdsbire.  Hie  son,  of  the  same  name,  in  17tf, 
sold  it  in  aereral  parcels  to  difierent  persons;  siaee  wtticb  it 
has  not  been  of  sufficient  consequettce  to  require  n«tiae.  The 
old  maoBion  of  SibilU  has  been  palled  down,  «*d  tWo'  tene* 
meqtsereoted  upon  the  site.    ' 

•  EvKsroBD  is  in  the  ecolvsiabtioal  jORisDiorioir  of  the 
dhcete  at  Rocfaeeter,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop, 
in  the  dbimefy  of  Shoreham.  The  chdroh,  dedioited  to  St 
Martin,  stands  at  the  Beuth^<eaat'end  of  the  Tillage,  wincM, 
fmm  its  form,  appears  to  be  one  of  ouir  early  tformsn  structares, 
and  coeval  with  the  oastle.  It  is  in  llie  form  of  a  cross,  with 
two  large  wiogs  or  side  chanoela;  that  southward  having 
belonged  to  the  femily  of  the  Sibill's ;  and  afterwards  to  thit 
of  the  Bosvitle's,  several  of  whose  gravestones  are  so  covered 
with  mbUsh,  as  to  be  qnite  illegible,  while  the  place  itself, 
through  continued  neglect,  ia  hastening  to  complete  ruia ;  the 
north  chancel)  however,  is  kept  in  good  repair.  In  tbiB  cfaancd, 
according  to  Weerer,  was  a  stone,  whereon  was  engraved,  in 

curious  antique  characters.  Id  git la  famtne  de  la 

Raberg  de  Eckitjbrd,  perhaps  thus  spelt  for  Etnesford,  and  if 
so,  this  chancel  might  have  belonged  to  the  Eynsford's,  lords 
of  the  manor  and  castle.  At  the  west  end  is  a  spire  steeple, 
and  beneath,  a  curioas  circnlar  doorway,  of  Saxon,  or  very 
eaHy  Norman  a/ohitecture.  There  are  several  mobuments  and 
inscriptions  for  the  families  of  the  Oifibrd's ;  the  Bosvile's ; 
and  the  Crime's.  In  the  I5th  of  Edward  f.,  this  church  was 
valued  at'thirty  marks. 

The  rectory  of  Eynsford  staada  estimated  in  tiie  king's  books 
at£t2  16  8,  the  yeaily  tentha  being  £1  5  8 ;  the  value  of  the 
vicarage  is  £12,  and  the  tenths  £1  4. 

In  1821  there  were  196  dwellings  in  the  pari^  of  Eynsford ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  poptllafion 
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nu  taken  by  order  of  PariiameDt,  the  numben  i>f  iebfiVitAnU 
«eie  as  follow :  males  546.  Cemalea  £31.  makiiiK  a  total  of  1077 
nula. 

Ldllikgstokb  adjoins  Eynarord  to  the  south,  citUed  in  the 
Tejrlui  Roffensis,  LuUingeslon,  and  in  Domesday  Lolingettoitem 

This  parish  is  small,  having  no  village,  and  neatly  the  wbolQ 
Ihe  property  of  Sir  John  Dyke.  LnllingstODe  house  staods  in 
the  valley,  at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  park,  oa  the  wes^rn 
bank  of  the  Dorent,  a  situation  too  low  ai)d  damp  to  be  either 
bealthy  or  pleasant.  On  the  north  side  stands  the  chnreb» 
whence  the  chalk  hills  rise  eastward  and  westward,  and  thoagh 
more  barren,  are  nevertheless  healthier.  Through  this  park, 
cloie  by  the  ancient  gateway  to  LuUingstone  hoasc^  is  a  public 
toad,  leading  from  Eynsford  to  Shoreham. 

This  place  was  rormeriy  possessed  by  the  bishop  of  BayeuXf 
and  entered  as  such  in  Domesday  record. 

Lallingstone  beiog  afterwards  held  by  the  family  of  De  Ros, 
acquired  the  name  of  LuUingstone  Ros ;  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  it  was  possessed  by  the  family  of  the  Rokesle's,  and 
>o  descended  till  conveyed  to  Sir  John  Peche.  This  estate  tbea 
continued  in  a  long  line  of  succession  to  Sir  John  Peche,  who 
died  possessed  of  LuUtngstfme  manor  under  Henry  VIU.,  lear- 
iag  his  wife  surviving,  to  whom  that  monarch,  in  his  especial 
favor,  granted  an  annuity  of  ten  marks  a  year,  for  her  life.  On 
her  death,  Elizabeth,  his  sister,  was  found  to  be  his  heir,  and 
ber  husband,  John  Hart,  esq.,  became  possessed  of  the  property 
in  her  right.  In  that  family  it  remained  till  1738,  when  it  wad 
carried  in  marriage  by  a  female  heir  to  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart. 
of  Sussex.  He  dignified  the  mansion  in  calling  it  Lullingstone 
castle,  by  which  name  it  has  ever  since  been  designated ; 
wbereas,  in  respect  to  Lullingstone  castle,  the  reader  will  find 
an  account  of  it  when  treating  of  the  parish  of  Shoreham,  as  it 
it  evident,  from  all  records,  it  was  the  same  that  is  now  luiowa 
by  the  name  of  Shoreham  castle,  the  ruins  of  which  appear 
near  the  river,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  south  gate  of  Lul- 
lii^tone  park.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  died  in  1766,  and  Sir  John 
Dixon  Dyke  succeeded  to  this  estate,  which  be  considerably 
improved. 

The  pariah  of  Lullinostoke  is  in  the  £cci,2SiXsi^c&L 
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iVbitbtetwn  of  tbe  dtoee$e  of   Rochester  and  d^ma-y  of 

Dvtrord  i  the  ohureTi,  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph,  eon^Bts  of 

one  aisle  and  two  chaneeU,  having  a  low  pointed  steeple  at  the 

west  end.    This  church  is  remarkable 

whieh  it  ia  kept ;  it  ia  pared  with  blac 

pewB  walnaMted,  the  wiadowa  adomei 

Uie  oeiling  it  onmtteated  with  atacc 

separating  the  tiAre  from  the  cbtncel  i 

oe!fc,  and  a  most  bMOtifal  piece  of  Oo 

trada  at  the  saittmitt    The  fflonnmetit 

ratiea,  and  the  whole  resembles  a  n 

rather  than  a*  parodiial  country  chi 

exanpk  wordiy  to  be  imitated  by  the  p 

In  tUs  edifice  are  memorials  for  the : 
a  tomb  for  Sir  William  Peche;  and  a  a 
val  Hart,  with  the  arms  of  Hart  and  C 

Under  the  windows  at  the  east  end  h 
Sir  George  Hart  and  family  ;  on  the  wt 
beaotifiil  Gothie  monameat,  in  stucco, 

BWBted  with  abi^s  of  arms,  for  Percival  Hart,  esq.,  the  tntinHI- 
eent  repairer  and  beautifier  <^  this  church;  and  on  the  north  aide, 
ft  very  elegant  nmral  monument,  with  two  fine  urns  of  marble, 
in  memory  of  Same  Anne  Dyke.  The  windows  are  filled  wHh 
stained  glassf  in  high  preserTBtion,  many  panes  representiag 
scnptural  subjeots,  intermixed  With  shields  of  arms,  conunemO' 
rative  of  the  Pecfae's;   the  Hart's ;  and  the  Dyke's. 

The  rectory  of  LuDingstoHo  is  a  discharged  living  in  the 
king's  books,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £39  1  3,  the  annuaf  tenths 
being  I  6b.  8d.  It  was,  ib  1734,  aogmented  by  the  geremors 
of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  at  which  period  Dr.  Hencbman  eoa- 
tribated  £100,  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  1821  there  were  five  dwellingB  in  the  parish  of  LalHn«> 
stone;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  hat  ceinma  of  ttk| 
populatron  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  wimheft  4f . 
rnhabitants  were  as  follow :  m«I«  SP,  femalet  Ifr,  ntafcitq^ji. 
total  of  41  souk.  '!' 
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DARTFORD  AND  WILMINGTON 

LiKs  ensltrtird  from  ihat  of  Littia  and  Lesnes.  ThiB-  himdrpd 
was  nofis  being  af  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  bot  ha<i  beeiv 
created  lang  ainee. 

It  contains  the  panshea  of  Dartford  and  Wilminotox, 
both  of  which,  in  the  aurrey  of  Domeaday,  are  described  aa 
lying  within  the  adjoining  hundred  of  Axstane. 

Dartford  Kes  the  next  pariah  eastward  from  Crayford,  on 
ihe  high  road  from  London  to  Dover,  about  flfieen  miles  from 
the  (ormer.  It  was  called  in  Saxon  Derentford;  in  Latin. 
Drrenti  Fadi^,  signifying  the  forde  or  passage  over  the  river 
Darent ;  and  in  Domesday  it  is  written  Tarente/ort. 

This  parish  iocl'ndes  within  its  bounds  almost  the  whole  of 
Dartford  heaih  and  the  Brent,  containing  about  4300  acres  of 
Innd.  The  town  has  about  400  houses,  and  2500  inhabitants  ; 
the  upland  parts  are  thin  and  gravelly,  the  crops  being  greatly 
incresiied  by  the  Culture  of  turnips;  the  valleys  are  a  ffrlile 
and  rich  loam,  and  the  northern  part  marsh  land,  which  reaches 
to  the  Thames,  containing  about  800  acres,  none  of  which  are 
ever  ploughed.  '  The  town  of  Dartford  is  situated  in  a  valley 
be'ween  tw'o  hills,  that  riseandden  and  ateep  at  each  end  ;  on 
that  at  the  -western  extremity  are  chalk  pits,  which  have  been 
worlceil  bcnea'th  to  a  considerable  extent,  presenting  a  fearful 
and  dangeroits  appearance  to  travellers;  and  the  opposite  hill 
is  a  deep  sandy  loam.  Dartford  is  a  handsome  wealthy  town. 
increasii^  in  size  and  population;  the  principal  street  is  the 
great  thoroughfare  from  London  to  Dover,  in  which  are  several 
excellent  inns.  From  this  street,  southward,  branches  off  the 
high  road  through  Farningham  to  Sevenoak,  tn  which  stands 
Horseman's  place;  northward  from  the  High  street  is  Water 
lane,  s**  called  from  the  little  stream,  the  Cranford,  that  lises 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  southwnrd  of  the  loivn,  at  Hawley, 
which  nina  through  it,  leading  to  the  whaifs  at  the  water-side; 
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not  Tar  distant  from  which  stands  tlie  Place  house,  formerly  the 
priory,  with  the  buildings  belonging  thereto,  now  used  as  a  farm- 
house; adjoining  which  is  a  piece  of -land,  enclosed  by  a  wall, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  priory,  the  soil  extremely  rich,  which 
has  been  for  many  years  used  as  a  public  garden -ground.  The 
arltchokes  growing  there  are  noted  for  being  the  largest  and 
best-flavored  of  any  conveyed  to  London.  There  is  a  good 
market,  and  an  annual  fair;  the  old  pavement  has  been  greally 
improved,  by  a  handsome  footpath,  with  curbstones  on  either 
side;  near  the  east  end  is  the  church,  almost  adjoining  the' 
river  Darent,  which  crosses  the  high  road  under  a  handsome 
bridge.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  there  was  no  bridge  here, 
the  passage  or  ferry  over  the  Darent  bein-;  valued  among  the 
rents  of  the  manor;  one  was  however  built  before  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  Heury  VI,,  but  it  was  narrow,  steep,  and  danger- 
ous  for  travellers,  till  altered  to  the  present  str^icture,  at  tba 
expense  of  the  county. 

A  little  below  the  bridge,  the  Parent  becomes  navigable  for 
barges ;  and  at  the  distance  of  a')out  two  miles,  receives  the 
river  Cray,  and  soon  after  joins  the  Thames.  On  this  creek 
there  was  formerly  a  considerable  fishery,  aa  appears  by  the 
records,  for,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the  royal  manor  of  Dart* 
ford  received  for  the  fishery  aix  salmons,  yearly,  a  fish  now 
unknown  here;  and  the  manor  of  Dartford  priory  also  received 
A  yearly  rent  of  £50,  for  a  fishery,  whereas  no  fishery  exists 
here  at  present. 

In  the  survey  of  the  several  maritime  places  made  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  Dartford  is  said  to  have  contained  182 
inhabited  houses;  persons  without  habitations  six,  quays  four^ 
ships  and  boats  seven;  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham  having  been 
steward  of  the  town,  and  warden  of  Rochester  bridge. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  was 
sent  hither  with  several  noblemen,  by  the  emperor  Frederic,  to 
demand  Isabella,  the  king's  sister,  in  marriage,  which  was 
solemnized  by  proxy  in  this  town,  when  she  was  delivered  to 
them,  to  be  conveyed  abroad.  In  1331,  Edward  III.,  on  bii 
return  from  France,  held  a  famous  tournament  in  this  town.  la 
the  6th  of  Richard  II.,  a  great  commotion  of  the  commoa 
people  began  at  this  place,  occasioned  by  Wat  Tyler  having 
killed  one  of  the  colWctors  of  the  poll  tax,  on  which  occasioa 
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Ikt  ptOf^  broktinto  open  reb^lton,  wh«n  h«  tbon-reund  lifnielf 
ttthe  head  of  100,000  ram. 

Tbna  kUended,  lie  awrdMd  dinotly  to  Ijoadon,  freeing  «M  Ihe 
pmonen  detained  in  the  publiogftols.Mnongwhoni  w«s,a  priest 
pf  Utidstone.  Oii«  John  Bill,  cftlted  John  Siraw,  vHh>  by  eedj* 
tiws  •emrane  niaad  the  popular  fury  to  the  bigbtet  pitcb,  antt 
in  cOBformity  with  hia  precepts,  they  r«iolved  to  deatroy  alt  the 
nobility  and  lawycn  in  the  realm,  he  haviog  persuaded  them, 
Uit  all  men  being  soofi  of  AdaiU,  ekoirid  permit  no  diatinctton. 
having  in  bis  eermont  also  uaed  the  fblloning  rbymt : 

'■  When  Ariam  ditrr,  and  Ere  ipnn. 
Who  «a«  tlien  a  gentleman," 

Upon  tbeir  arrival  in  London,  after  having  committed  the 
neat  korfid  baibarities,  the  king  repaired  to  Smitfafidd,  who 
ieapotcbed  a  knight  to  Tyler,  desiring  a  conference,  which  the 
rebel,  after  some  deliberation,  complied  with.  During  tbe  in* 
lerview,  Tyter  behaved  With  eo  much  inaolencs,  tbat  William 
Walwerth,  lord  mayor,  without  ooneidenng  the  consequences, 
ditchai^d  such  a  blow  at  the  rebel'ahead,  with  his  sword,  that 
ke  inatantly -Tet)  dead,  upon  which  the  mnUitnde  threw  down 
Ibeir  arme  and  surrendered. 

About  belf  a  mile  sonthwestward  from  the  town,  is  the  lar^ 
pbnn  called  DARTronD  HBATH.oontaining  about  600  acres  of 
land.  It  lies  high,  on  a  fine  gravelly  soil.  This  heath  itas 
mack  noted  as  being  the  spot  chosen  by  tlio  corps  of  Toxo'- 
fiiititn,  under  the  appellation  of  the  Rot/al  Kentish  Bowmen, 
fer  whose  uie-b  house  was  fitted  up  at  the  western  side  of  the 
heMh,  and  distinguiahcd  by  the  name  of  the  lodge. 

Le«s  than  half  a  mile  eastward  ftvm  the  town  lies  another 
beith,  called  DaKtpokd  Brbnt,  famous  as  having  been  the 
•fM  for  the  encampment  of  the  army  of  Richard  Hlaatagenet, 
dnkc  of  York,  in  1452,  while  awaiting  a  parley  with  Henry  V(, 
In  1646  the  i(>rees  of  General  Fairfax  also  rendezvoused  at  tbis 
l^ce. 

The  Koman  road  ahowa  itself  very  conapicuom  on  the  south 
Mhof  the  high  road,  between  Dartford  and  the  Brent,  and  on 
gaining  the  latter  it  shapes  its  course  more  to  Ihe  south-eaat, 
leaving  the  high  road  at  a  greater  dittsnce  on  the  left  hand, 
when  catering  the  ^icloauros  and  woods  in  its  way  to  aharakt 
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culled  StonewoocI,  it  procaedB  to' WingAeld  bank,  and  ibence  to 
Sbinglewell,  in  the  route  for  Rochester. 

At  a  Email  dialance  southward  from  the  Roman  road,  oo  the 
Brent,  close  to  the  road  to  Qreensted  green,  ere  three  sdmH 
barrows,  which  appear  to  have  been  plundered  of  their  contents. 
The  gravel  pit  at  the  entrance  of  the  Brent  from  Dartford,  was, 
while  the  assizes  were  held  in  this  town,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  spot  for  the  execution  of  criminals ;  and 
in  1772,  in  digging  for  grave),  eight  human  akeletons  were 
found,  most  probably  the  remains  of  none  unhappy  convicU. 

Edward,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Viiliers,  was,  in  the  3d  of 
William  and  Mary,  created  Viscount  Dartford,  and  Baron  Hoo, 
of  thit  county,  and  in  1697  earl  of  Jersey,  which  titles  are  now 
possessed  by  his  descendant. 

There  was  once  a  family  of  the  name  of  Riw,  seated  in  Dart- 
ford,  of  whom  William  had  two  sons,  Reynold,  who  was  of 
liygbe,  ancestor  to  those  of  Penshurst,  in  liiis  county. 

This  place,  at  the  Norman  Conquest,  was  part  of  the  ancient 
demesne  of  the  crown,  and  entered  under  that  title  in  Domes- 
day record. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IT.  the  manor  of  Dartford  was  granted 
to  the  earl  of  St.  Paul,  a  Norman  lord,  who,  going  to  the  Holy 
Land,  had  the  king's  licence  to  mortgage  his  property  at  Dart- 
ford for  three  years.  Henry  III.,  in  his  14th  year,  granted 
to  John  de  Burgo  the  manor  of  Dartford,  which  had  belonged 
to  the  earl  of  St.  Paul,  till  the  king  should  at  his  pleaswe 
restore  it  to  the  earl's  right  heirs  for  their  support  in  his  senrice. 
But,  when  the  king  of  France  seized  the  lands  held  by  the 
English,  in  Normandy,  the  king  of  England,  in  hke  manner, 
claimed  those  held  by  the  Normans  here,  when  these  lands 
became  vested  in  the  crown  by  escheat,  under  the  title  of  Terra 
Normatmorum,  after  which  they  were  all  granted  to  English- 
men. 

William,  ear)  of  Albemarle  died  possessed  of  this  manor  in 
the  44th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capUe. 

Henry  III.,  in  his  47th  year  restored  it  to  Guy  de  ChastiliBn. 
ear)  of  St.  Paul,  on  whose  deaUi  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  wheie 
it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  who  granted  it  to  Queen 
Alianor,  his  mother,  for  her  life.  She  died  in  that  reign,  when 
Edward  II.   committed  the  custody  of  this   place  toEliaide 
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Tjrngewick.  It  was  afterwards  graated  to  Edmnad  de  Wood- 
itock,  the  king's  half  brother,  made  earl  of  Kent,  who  died 
pouesiad  of  this  esute  in  the  4tb  of  Edward  111.  In  the  reign 
of  Richard  III.  it  was  poneased  by  Lord  Stanley,  who  paaaed 
it  (0  John  Brooke,  lord  Cobham.  bat  he  never  posaeaaed  it.  In 
the  reign  of  James  I.  it  was  held  by  Sir  Thomas  ■WaMnghsm; 
who  coQTeyed  the  whole,  with  the  manor  of-  ObesiUiurst,  to  Sir 
Robert  Darcy,  of  Dartford.  In  the  latter  family  it  contioued 
till  ewiveyed  by  female  heirs  to  those  of  Rokesley,  Milward,  and 
Gouge,  when  it  descended  from  the  latter  family  to  Sir  Charlea 
Gould,  who,  in  1792,  took  the  name  of  Morgan,  and  was 
created  a  baronet,  when  he  held  it  as  tmstee  for  hie  aepb»v,  of 
(lie  name  of  Van,  then  in  hia  minority. 

The  feefarm  paid  for  the  manor  of  Dartford  to  the  crown  m 
£49  1  10). 

The  court-leet  comprehends  all  the  parish  of  Dartford,  except 
the  liberty  of  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  Temple's  manor,  with 
alt  the  parish  of  Wilmington. 

The  MANOR  op  Tbhplr,  in  thi» parish,  anciently  called  tlie 
xottHor  of  Dartford  Temple,  was  so  called  from  its  possessors, 
the  Knights  Templars  owning  lands  here  in  very  early  times, 
lu  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  the  wealth  and  power  of  these 
knights  being  thought  too  great,  they  were-aecused  of  the  most 
atrocious  crimes,  and  in  every  place  imprisoned  and  thair  lands 
seized,  when  the  Ling  granted  those  possessed  here  to  Robert 
de  Kendale,  to  hold  during  his  pleasure. 

These  esUtea  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  17th  of  Ed- 
ward 11. ,  when  they  were  given  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the 
prior  and  brethren  of  the  hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem^ 
commonly  called  the  Knights  Hospitallers,  who  were  possessed 
of  a  manor  and  lands  in  Dartford,  long  before  the. dissolution 
of  the  Templars.  In  the  14th  of  Edward  II..  Thomaale  Archer, 
prior  of  St.  John's,  granted  in  ferm  to  one  of  Uie  family  of  the 
Cobham's,  a  term  in  the  manor  of  Dartford,  the  interest  in 
which  descended  down  to  John,  son  and  heir  of  Henry  de 
Cobham,  who,  under  Edward  III.,  obtained  a  charter  of  J^ve 
corren  in  all  hia  demesne  lands  within  his  manor  of  Dartford. 

This  manor  was  afiterwards  held  by  Sir  Maurice  Dennis,  of 
St.  John's,  when,  becoming  vcated  in  the  crown,  James  I. 
granted  it  to  the  earl  of  Sabsbury,  in  exchange  for  Theobalds. 
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Turn  PRiOBK  &r  HAnrtomv  mw  f«nad«(l  bjr  Edward  IIE^ 
who  |ilMed  tberan  twenty-rDur  «ittMB  ami  six  breUtren,  to 
whom  w«m.giKaa  200  mavlit,  m.  ten  «aoh.  Hit  patent  oT  aa- 
dewBcnt  beais  date  io  hia  46l]i  jrcn-,  wharcici  lia  graated  to 
Maud,  priereaa  of  (be  momtory  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Mar> 
garat'a  ihe  vir^na  in  Daftfofd,  manara  ia  the  conntiaa  of 
Sufiblk,  Sumy,  Wilts,  Hanford,  London,  Wataa,  with  Dume* 
imH  oth«B  in  tliia  eouirty. 

Richanl  I L ,  in  hia  8th  yaar,  ^ve  to  thb  Bonaaterf  landa  in 
Korfolk  for  ths  avppott  of  a  ohaplain. 

LadwB  of  aeTflral  noble  {amities  -wen  pnoreaea  and  na&«  in 
tbisiHMiae ;  Bridget, fourth  daughter  of  Sdwaid  IV.  wu  a  nun 
here ;  and,  at  the  time  of  tiie  aiippressien,  the  prioreaa  a»d  the 
acveral  ouns  were  of  the  beat  and  mott  ancient  fataiKea  in  this 
county. 

Tiu%  instjtation,  at  tiie  sappiwasibn,  was  valued  at  £360  8  0), 
perannam,  aa  estimalad  by  Dugdale;  or  £400  8b.  aoiuirdiog 
to  Speed.  Joane  Fane,  or  Vane,  the  prioreta  at  tbe  period  «f 
tka  nirrendar,  had  a  penaian  oT  £66  IS  4-  fer  aaann,  and 
tweaty-llkvea  nuaa'  annuU  aUowmcea,  horn  brtyihitlrngs  to  £S 
per  aaDnm  eadi; 

Henry  VUl.  keptjthc  ail*  of  the  priory  aa  a  bouae  fit  for  the 
reeidenee  of  himKK  .and  auoceaaan,  wlicre  thay  renuHied  till 
Edwand  VI.  granted  to  tba  Lady  Ann^  ofOlavat,  kia  mwior  of 
Dartford  to  hold  for  ber  natural  life,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£}S  16  U. 

Lady  Atmt  of  Cloves  died  poateasod  of  ttwee  premiaea  in  the 
4tfa  of  Queen  Mary,  after  which  ^ey  were  granted  to  the  iMuse 
of  Che  Friara  Preaohers,  at  Langley,  in  Hertfordahin,  (then 
neatorad,)  but  on  their  fresh  disaohition,  in  the  1st  of  Elisabeth, 
they  once  more  Tererted  ^to  tbe  crown,  when  tbe  queaa  kept 
them  in  bar  own  bands,  wbere  they  temaiaed  tiU  Jianos  I.,  in 
bia  4th  year,  granted  tbe  manor  of  Dartford  to  Robert  Oecil, 
eari  of  Saliabary,  vAo  oonveyad  tbeae  manan,  site,  and  other 
fwemisea,  to  Sir  Robert  Dafcy,  aAer  whaoh  they  daaoended  to 
Sir  Cartes  Morgan. 

On  Sir  Edward  I>arey  taking  poiseasio«  ■of  this  bauae,  be 
gave  it  tbe  naawof  Dartfbrd  place;,  by  whioh,  and  that  ofthe 
Place  houae*  it  has  been  called  ever  eince.  The  lemaioe  of  thu 
pricry  are  bnilt  of  brick  of  the  time  of  Henry  Vlt.    Tliey  oon- 
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list  of  a  Urge  galehousa,  ami  ■  Jouth  wing  ailjoinmg,  now 
Died  u  Uia  fiirin>hoUBe.     It  appears  to  have  been  a  vast  pile  of 
building,  uid  dgubtlead  a  very  noble  cdittoe,  from  the  number 
of  fouodatioDS,  cross  walls,  drains.  Sec  that  have  beea  disco- 
vend,  which,  with  their  environa,  occapied  a  vast  extent  of 
ide  were  large  gardens  and  orchard*, 
ill,  still  entire,  and  more  than  half  a 
lece  of  land  of  twelve  acres  extent, 
y  a  public  gardener.     It  lies  about 
vard  of  the  west  end  of  the  town  of 
leading  to  the  same  was  by  turning 
1,  the  street  thtnce  called  the  Water' 

BRiDOB  was,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
the  family  of  the  Bioknore's. 
Mienging  to  the  knights  of  St.  John, 
I  reign  <^  Henry  Vlll.,  the  manor  of 
Bykenorss,  waa  held  by  the  prioress 
cntal  of  (en  shillings. 
ler  Elizabeth,  bad  a  grant  of  this 
irmill,  probably  the  first  of  the  kind 
itiog  paper,  and  died  possessed  of  it 
to  the^ueen,  and  in  theSlst  of  that 
rugn  had  a  licence  for  the  sole  gatiiering  of  raga  for  ten  yearg^ 
far  the  manufacture  of  such  pepir. 

Hb  is  said  to  have  convened  from  abroad  two  lime  trees,  un- 
seen before  in  these  parta,  which  he  planted,  and  from  their 
tflUure  proved  worthy  the  ubservatioa  of  the  curious.  They 
Here  cut  down  some  years  back. 

Since  the  above  period  this  place  has  become  noted  for  the 
numerous  papermills  established  there,  as  well  ns  other  manii* 
factories  possessed  by  persona  of  large  properly,  whose  dwel- 
lings and  plensure  grounds  are  sufficient  proofa  of  the  improved 
taste  and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pleasing  town  and 
its  vicinage. 

The  manor  of  Bignors,  after  several  intermediate  owners, 
passed  into  the  name  of  Coote,  at  which  time  there  was  a  large 
manufactory  ofgunpowder  carried  on.  In  1778  it  waa  possessed 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Edsall,  wboj  becoming  a  bankrupt,   the  estate 
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WIS  sold  to  Mcsir<i,  Pi^u  and   Amlrewa.  w1u>  oontinned  (o 

carry  on  ihe  nbove  manufn^tiire  to  a  very  biTge  extent. 

Chari.bs  ta  a  manor  in  tliis  parish,  formerly  possessed  by  a 
bmily  bearing^that  name,  one  of  whom  was  admiral  of  the  fieet. 
In  the  reign  of  Richard  11.,  Sir  John  de  Brembre  became  the 
proprietor,  on  whose  death  this  manor  wan  granted  to  Adam 
Batnme,  esq.  of  London.  It  then  passed  through  thename«of 
Rothele,  D'Aeth,  and  Goldsmith,  who  sold  it  to  George  Tooke, 
esq.  of  Gere  court,  near  Dover ;  whence  it  descended  to  Gerarrf 
Noel  Edwards,  esq.,  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of 
Rutland. 
-    A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

The  manor  house  is  now  a  small  mean  cottoge,  alandinga 
short  distance  northward  from  the  present  mansion  house, 
which  is  a  handsome  ancient  building  of  the  period  of  James  I. 
fiitualed  on  the  northside  of  the  Hiprh  street ;  it  has,  however, 
been  much  disfigured  by  thelowerpart  bein?  converted  into  shops. 

Horsbman's  placb  is  a  mansion  of  some  note  in  this 
parish,  siluated  southward  of  the  High  street  in  Lowfield,  near 
the  Binall  stream  called  the  Cranford.  In  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward II.  this  house  and  estate  were  owned  by  one  Thomasde 
Luda,  between  whom,  and  Thomas,  abbot  of  Lesnes,  (here  was 
s  composition  touching  the  passage  of  a  current  of  water  here. 
Itafterwards  passed  to  the  family  of  the  Shardelow's,  whence 
itdevolvedby|marriagetoThomasHorgenmn,  who,  most  probably, 
built  the  mansion,  and  called  it  after  his  own  nnme.  His  widow 
Surviving,  bequeathed  it  to  her  kinsman,  Thomas  Brune,  or 
Brown,  from  whom  it  p^issed  to  one  Blague,  and  thence  to 
John  Byer,  who  rebuilt  the  mansion  and  gatehouse. 

By  his  will,  in  1672,  he  founded  four  almshouses,  and  devised 
the  manor  called  Horsemans,  or  Brunes  place,  ti  his  eldest  son 
in  tail  geiieral,  with  remainder  to  his  second  son  Nicholas. 
This  estate  afterwards  went  by  bequest  to  John  Twisleton,  in 
uhich  family  it  remained  down  to  Colonel  Twisleton,  aflerwatds 
Lord  Say  and  Sele,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  Thomas  Wil- 
liams and  Thomas  Smith.  From  the  Utter  it  was  alienated  (o 
RichaTd  Leigh,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1772,  when  he  It-f^ 
one  son,  who  die'l  intestate,  and  was  succeeded  in  (his  inheri- 
tance by  his  Eon,  Richard  Leigh,  of  Wilmington. 
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Baldwi  ni  is  a  Bettt  and  reputed  manor,  BitHated  al  ihe  ex* 
tmnity  of  ibe  parish,  at  the  south-w««t  corner  of  Dartrord 
bettb.  It  was  anciently  in  the  posseuion  of  Sir  JoUn  Baude, 
detcended  from  a  honourable  fumily,  of  whoai  it  acquired  the  ** 
ntoie  of  Baudiwins,  when  it  arterwardB  pused  to  the  abbot  and 
cmvent  of  Letoes.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VUL,  on  the  sup- 
preuion  of  thia  abbey,  the  re?eauea  were  granted  to  Caidinal 
Wetaey,  on  wboie  disgrace  it  was  foffeited  to  the  king,  who 
Unnted  it  in  exchange  for  other  lands  to  Eton  college,  near 
WioduT,  to  which  establishment  the  inheritance  of  this  seat 
lod  manor  now  belong. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  town  of  Dartford  lies  the  hamUt 
ef  Stanham,  anciently  called  Stoneham,  form  eriy  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  priory  of  Dartford.  After  the  suppression, 
Ibe  interest  of  the  lease  was  vested  in  William  Thynne,  esq., 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.,  had  a  further  term  granted 
therein. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  llthyear,  granted  to  Hugh  Cart- 
wright,  her  messuage,  and  a  honse  called  the-Dayern  house,  in 
Stonebam,  at  the  rent  of  £30  14s.  It  eubseqaeotly  passed  to 
Mr.  Smith,  and  the  two  Mr.  Bucks,  who  conveyad  it  by  sale  to 
Mr.  MarkFielder,  of  Dartford,  which  latter,  in  1782,  gave  it  by 
will  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  Mark  Callow. 

John  de  Fremingham  gave  his  manor  at  Dartford,  at  the 
Rythe,  to  the  value  of  100  shillings,  to  the  wardens  of  Rochester 
bridge. 

Sir  John  Stewart,  and  Matilda  his  wife,  resided  in  their 
mansion  at  Dartford  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  who  granted  to 
bis  eldest  son,  and  his  heirs,  Uoense  to  make  use  of  his  swan 
nmrk,  (a  little  ragged  staff,)  which  mark  he  assumed  by  iohe- 
rilance  after  the  death  of  iiis  father,  Sir  John  Stewart. 

Henry  VI.,  in  his  Slst  year,  granted  license  to  John  Bam- 
burgh,  William  Rothele,  Roger  Jones,  and  Thomas  Booth,  to 
foDod  an  almtkotae  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  to  be  an 
hospital  for  five  poor  persons,  &c.  This  hospital  appeals  after- 
waids  to  have  been  used  as  a  spital  house  for  lepers,  the  street 
where  it  was  built  being  slill  called  Spital  street. 

There  was  an  aneborite,  or  hermit,  at  Dartford,  in  the  reign 
ofHenrylll.  In  the  3d  of  Henry  V,,  Henry  lord  Scrope  left 
to  this  anchorite  by  will  13a.  4d.   These  an<^orites  were  a  kind 
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of  religions  beggars,  who  took  their  atatioiiB  at  the  end  or 
bridges,  and  other  frequented  thoroughfares,  to  implore  the 
benevolence  of  passengers.  There  w&s  one  of  this  kind  in 
almost  erery  city  and  town  in  England,  to  whom  charitable 
people  generally  left  some  remembrance  in  their  wills. 

This  parish  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  deanery  of  Dartford  and  diocese  of  Rochester.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  stands  at  the  east  end 
of  the  town,  being  a  large  handsome  building,  consisting  of  two 
aisles  and  two  chancels.  In  1793  the  church  was  repaired  and 
beanti6ed,  by  the  parishioners,  at  the  expense  of  £1200.  The 
pavement  within  the  altar  rails,  and  the  painting  and  gilding, 
were  eiecuted  at  the  charge  of  Charles  Manning,  geot.  in 
1702. 

The  churchyard  formerly  surrounded  tt,  but  a  portion  on  the 
southern  side  was  given  to  the  public  to  render  the  road  mote 
commodious  for  passengers. 

■  Among  the  monuments  and  inscriptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following ;  near  the  altar  a  tomb  for  Sir  John  Spilman, 
with  his  e^y  in  armour,  and  that  of  his  lady  kneeling,  with 
an  inscription  in  German  text,  and  bis  arms  on  the  summit 
On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  an  altar  tomb  for  Clement 
Petil,e8q.  of  Joyes,  in  this  parish,  and  a  gravestone  for  Richard 
Martyn,  and  bis  wife.  Another  for  Arthur  Boatocke,  gent., 
and  numerous  memorials  for  the  families  of  the  Molyngtou'i, 
the  Burgess's,  the  Tooke's,  the  Fielder's,  and  the  Tasker's, 
-with  a  mural  monument  for  John  Twisleton,  esq.,  and  many  of 
that  family,  as  also  for  the  names  of  Beer,  Rothele,  Burlton, 
Manning,  D'Aeth,  Rounds,  Woodin,  Poulter,  Dalling,  and 
Chsmbers,  all  of  this  parish.  There  are  also  numerous  nw 
mentoes  of  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  populous  town  and 
parish,  as  well  in  the  church  as  the  cemetery,  but  they  are  by 
far  too  numerous  for  insertion. 

,  There  were  two  chantries  founded  for  divine  service  in  this 
parish,  that  of  St.  Edmund  the  Martyr,  and  St.  Mary  called 
Stampit-  The  former  stood  in  the  upper  burial-ground  of  this 
parish,  being  a  cemetery  to  it,  under  which  building  wass 
charneUbouse.  This  chapel  was  suppressed,  and  soon  fell  to 
mine,  but  the  cemetery  was  granted  to  the  parish  as  a  bnrial- 
ground,  and  so  continues.    The  latter  chantry  of  the  Blessed 
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Vilpn  was  subject  to  the  official  of  the  diocese,  (uid  was 
founded  fay  Thomas  de  Dartford,  orAtt  Stampitt,  vicar  in  1338, 
Tor  one  chaplain  to  celebrate  dirine  offices  daily  for  the  health 
of  his  soul. 

By  fhe  commission  of  Inquirtf  this  was  found  to  be  a  dis- 
charged living  in  the  king's  books,  of  the  certified  value  of 
£45  5  lOJ,  the  yearly  tenths  being  j^l  17  \\.  The  rioaragfl 
was  in  1736  augmented  by  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  as  well  as  a 
donation  of  £100  from  the  ReV.  Mr.  Charles  Chambers,  vicar 
of  Dartford. 

In  1821  there  were  609  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Dartford  ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popalatioa 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nnmbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow:  males  1815,  females  1778,  mitcing  a  total  of 
8593  souls. 

WiiiMiNQTON  lies  the  next  adjoining  parish  southward  from 
Dartford,  called  in  the  Textm  Rqffaais,  WilmetUuna,  and 
WUmit^tw.  This  parish  is  situated  both  for  pleasure  and 
health,  the  quantity  of  cherry  grounds  which  encircle  the 
village  contributing  greatly  to  the  beaaty  of  its  appearance; 
and,  in  the  spring,  when  the  trees  are  in  blosaom.  the  whole 
appears  a  con^nued  range  of  garden.  Though  containing 
much  hill  and  dale,  it  is  in  general  high  ground,'  and  offers 
many  pleasant  prospects  over  the  neighbouring  country;  the 
■oil  is  dry,  inclined  to  gravel,  mixed  with  loam.  It  contains 
ibout.]&00  acres  of  land,  extending  eastward  beyond  the  road 
from  Dartford  and  Farningham,  to  the  river  Darent ;  thence 
the  ground  rises  westward  up  the  hill,  on  the  summit  of  which 
stands  the  church.  Contiguous  is  a  handsome  house,  once 
part  of  the  possessions  of  Dartford  priory,  which  at  the  diaso* 
lation  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Byer,  or  Beer,  of 
Horseman's  place,  in  Dartford.  From  him  it  descended  in 
the  same  line  as  that  estate,  to  Jahn  Twisleton,  esq.,  who  de- 
vised the  whole  of  his  property  to  bis  nephew,  Thomas  Cock- 
shut,  when  the  latter  changed  bis  name  to  Twialeton,  and  sold 
this  estate  to  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  of  Dartford,  who  alienated 
it  to  Mr.  John  Tasker,  of  the  same  place,  and  be  made  great 
improvements  and  addiUons  to  the  mansion,  where  he  after- 
wudi  Raided. 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


4M  HISTORY  OF  THB 

At  a  SDiftll  distance  westward  is  the  village,  wherein  ttands 
the  vicarage,  a  neat  house,  built  by  the  vicar,  Mr.  Down,  who 
resided  there.  A  little  south  ot  the  village  is  a  hamlet,  called 
Barn  End,  containing  a  good  house,  called  Mount  Pleuant, 
built  by  Mr.  Stephen  Perry,  of  London,  who  in'1736  bequeathed 
it,  together  with  a  capital  farin,  called  Shere  hall,  to  hia nephew 
Stephen  Perry,  esq.  In  1765  his  son,  Joha  Perry,  succeeded 
to  Uiis  inberitaace,  when ,  passing  through  the  names  of  Austin 
and  Ford,  it  rested  with  Dancao  Campbell,  esq.  who  graatly 
improved  this  seat. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  church,  adjoining 
DartGwd  heath,  ia  Wilmington  oonmon,  whereon  stands  a  good 
house,  built,  in  1743>  by  Bdward  Batbunt,  esq.  of  this  parish, 
■t  which  period  be  pulled  down  the  aocieot  seat  belonging  to 
this  estate,  situated  at  Barn  End,  the  ruins  of  which  remaiited 
there.  From  the  latter  name  it  passed  to  that  of  Austen,  whose 
■on  possessed  the  same. 

In  Joyden's  wood,  on  the  western  side  of  this  parish,  is  sn 
hollow  way,  formerly  a  high  rosd,  which  has  not  bean  made  use 
flf  for  more  than  )40  years.  In  the  contiguous  woods  there 
have  been  found  quantities  ol  brielia  and  other  materials,  pro- 
bably the  remains  of  depopulntion,  occasioned  by  the  wars 
between  the  hoij!>es  of  York  and  Lancaster. 

This  place  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  the  survey  of  Domes- 
day, but  stands  included  in  the  account  of  the  ancieot  demesH 
of  the  king's  manor  of  Dartford,  whereof  it  whs  an  appendage, 
that  manor  extending  over  the  whole  parish  of  Wilmington  at 
this  time,  as  may  be  seen  more  at  length  in  the  account  of  that 
manor. 

Thb  manor  op  Gbandibon,  or  Wilhington,  was  the 
inheritance  of  the  illuetrioua  family  of  the  Grandison's,  written, 
for  brevity,  in  old  deeds  and  writings,  Grauntson.  Otho  de 
Grandison  possessed  this  manor  under  Henry  Ill.and  Edward  L 
He  left  several  sons  and  daughters ;  of  the  latter.  Agues  mar- 
ried Sir  John  Norwood,  whom  she  entitled  to  this  estate;  after 
which,  Richard  Filz-Alan,  earl  of  Arundel,  held  it,  and  died 
possessed  of  it  under  Richard  II.  Riohard  Nevill,  the  great 
earl  of  Warwick,  afterwarda  owned  it  under  Henry  VI.;  he 
was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Barnet,  in  U7I,  when  this  manor 
was  granted  by  Edward  IV.  to  Sir  William  Stanley,  where  it 
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nniined  till  his  attainder,  in  the  lOth  year  of  that  rtif^a,  wbea 
be  was  beheaded,  for  engaging  in  the  fioDspiracy  of  Perkin 
Warbeck.  Heary  Vltl.  granted  this  eatats  to  Sir  Thomas 
Howard,  afterifards  earl  of  Surrey,  and  the  Lady  Anne,  his 
»ife,  daughter  of  Edward  IV.,  to  hold  in  tail  male,  by  knight's 
terrioe.  She  dying  without  iuae,  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and 
was  loon  after  given  to  Mai^aret  Plantagenet,  wife  of  Sir 
Richard,  son  of  Sir  Jeffrey  Pole,  e-o.  That  lady,  in  her  own 
right,  countess  of  Salisbury,  was  brutally  beheaded,  and  left. 
by  Sir  Richard  Pqle,  four  sons,  Henry,  aflerwards  lord  Monta:- 
gue,  who  was  attainted  and  beheaded ;  Jaffry  Arthur,  who  was 
slio  attainted ;  and  Reginald,  subaequeotly  arcbbiahop  of 
Cantetbury. 

Henry  VIII.  granted  Ihia  manor  to  Sir  Jeffrey  Pole,  her 
■eMod  son.  who  alienated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Moile ;  and  he,  ia 
the  2d  of  Elizabeth;  settled  thia  manor  in  marriage  with  his 
youngest  daughter.  Amy,  on  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Oltantigb. 
It  was  soon  aller  sold  to  Sir  Christopher  Heron,  who  paaeed  it 
tvay  to  George  Cole,  when  it  was  conveyed  to  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  of  Sutton  at  Hone ;  and  his  great  grandson  dying  is 
1695,  left  •  widow  and  two  aoni,  to  whom  this  manor  descended 
in  gavelkind.  It  was  afterwards  sold,  and  pasied  through  the 
names  of  Letbuillier,  Browne,  Webb,  and  eventually  became 
tin  property  of  John  Mnmford,  esq.  of  Sutton  at  Hone. 

The  manor  of  Rowbmill,  ot  Ruehill,  was,  under 
Edward  I.,  held  by  the  family  of  the  Gyve's,  as  eminent  for 
their  illustrious  extraction,  as  for  the  largeness  of  their  estates. 

Aaaelm  de  Gyve  had  a  charter  of  free  warren  fbt  his  lands 
in  Wilmington  under  Edward  I.,  and  his  great  grandson,  John, 
laid  it  to  Simon  Franceys,  of  London,  who  was  lord  mayor 
■nder  Edward  III.,  and  died  possessed  of  it  in  that  reign. 

The  next  possessor  was  Nicholas,  son  of  Sir  Jdhn  de  Brembre. 
who  was  attainted,  and  lost  both  his  life  and  estate.  Richard 
ll„  in>his  14th  year,  granted  this  manor  to  Adam  Bamme,  in 
whose  posterity  it  remained  several  generations,  till  one  of  his 
descendants  sold  it  to  a  Brett ;  and  bis  successor  alienated  it  to 
Sir  Thomas  Smith;  after  which  it  had  the  same  owners  as  the 
manor  of  Grandisoa,  resting  in  John  Mumford,  esq.  of  Sutton 
at  Hone.  There  is  a  large  wood  on  the  south  side  of  Dartford 
beath,  called  Rowehill  wood,  part  of  the  demesne  o[  ihia  manor. 
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'wherethecoort  lodge  once  Stood,  but  being  burnt  down,  hu  not 

been  rebuilt. 

Thb  manor  ofStanhill,  otherwise  Wardendale,  an- 
ciently belonged  to  the  prioiy  of  St.  Andrew.  Rochester;  mi 
at  the  dissolution,  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  his  new 
erected  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester.  Henry  VIII.,  in  hit 
36th  year,  granted  to  John  Wroth,  lands  in  Westbrockall.  in 
Wilmington,  near  Dartford  heath,  to  hold  in  eapite,  by  knight's 
service;  they  were  afterwards  sold  to  one  Humphrey,  and  thence, 
under  Edward  VI.,  to  Sir  Maurice  Denys,  on  whose  death  they 
were  possessed  by  bis  widow ;  they  are  now  whidly  unknown, 
boUi  as  to  situation  and  owner. 

Wilmington  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdictioii  of 
the  lA'occfc  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  chnrcli, 
dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  cbaitccj. 
with  a  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end,  which  standing  on  the 
knoll  of  the  hill,  is  a  conspicuous  object  for  many  miles  roand. 

There  are  memorials  in  this  church  for  the  following  oamei : 
the  Bunce's;  the  Batburat'a;  the  Godfrey's;  the  Stanley's; 
Sir  Edward  Hulse ;  Edward  Fowke ;  as  well  aa  vaults  for  the 
families  of  the  Hobbe's;  the  Perry's;  and  the  Neve's;  with 
several  decayed  tombs  for  that  of  the  Langiey's.    . 

By  the  commission  of  Inquiry,  in  1650,  it  was  returned  (hat 
Wilmington  was  a  vicar^e,  having  eleven  acres  of  glebe  land, 
worth,  if  the  tithes  were  duly  paid,  £28.  per  annum.  It  is 
valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £6  17  6,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
13s.  9d. 

In  1821  there  were  124  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Wilming- 
ton ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  pops- 
lation  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  335,  females  318,  making  a 
total  of  653  sodh). 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  LITTLE  AND  LESNES 

Lies  northnerd  from  that  of  Ruxley.  In  Domesday  it  ig 
called  the  hundred  of  Lilelai,  which  name  it  bore  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.,  the  king  being  then  lord  of  the  same.  In  the 
20th  of  Edward  III.,  on  levying  40s.  on  every  knight's  fee,  this 
hundred  answered  for  one  knight's  fee  and  a  half. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  we  find  it  called  by  its  present 
nune  of  Little  and  Lesnes,  the  latter  being  in  fact  no  more  than 
the  name  of  one  of  the  two  half  htindreda  into  which  it  was 
divided.    Two  constables  have  jurisdiction  over  this  district. 

It  contains  the  parishes  of  East  Wicbhau,  Pluhsted, 
Ebith,  and  Crayford,  and  the  churches  of  those  psrishea. 

EastWickhak  is  so  named  to  disUnguish  it  fromWeat 
Wickham  near  Bromley,  and  Wickham,  from  its  contigaity  to 
the  great  high  road.  Wic  signifying  in  Saxon  a  street  or  way, 
and  Asm,  a  dwelling. 

It  is  a  small  parish,  containing  about  700  acres  of  land,  the 
•OQthern  extremity  reaches  to  the  high  London  road,  where  the 
soil  is  level,  and  contains  some  tolerable  fertile  land ;  but  the 
western  and  northern  parts  are  poor  and  barren,  being  gravelly, 
with  a  stiff  clay,  the  former  part  much  covered  with  coppice 
wood.  The  village,  through  which  the  road  leads  to  Plumsted 
and  Woolwich,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  pariah,  about  a 
mile  from  the  high  London  road.  At  the  north-east  part  is  the 
court  lodge,  an  old-fashioned  timbered  building;  and  a  little 
farther,  the  church,  near  which  was  an  ancient  seat,  now  pulled 
down,  built  about  the  period  of  Elizabeth,  probably  by  Sir 
John  Oliffe,  soon  after  his  purchasing  this  manor.  .  By  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter,  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  the  Leigh's,  of  Addingtou;  Sir  Thomas  resided 
here  till  his  death,  but  his  son,  Sir  Francis,  removing  to  Tring, 
in  Hertfordshire,  this  house  remained  uninhabited.  Near 
Boralall  heath,  is  a  modern-built  house,  then  the  property  of 
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Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  comptroller  of  the  laboratory  at  Woolwich, 

at  whose  decease,  in  1766,  it  descended  to  his  son,  Richard 

Steyner  Jones,  whose  son  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  po^* 

session. 

The  HAMLBT  OF  Welling  is  situated  at  the  southeastern 
boundary  of  the  p&rish,  on  the  high  road  from  London  to  Dover, 
which  divides  this  district  from  that  of  Bexley,  the  houses  on 
^e  southern  side  heing  in  that  parish.  At  the  east  end  of 
Welling,  withia  this  parish,  is  a  good  hoase,  the  residence  of 
John  Denham,  esq.;  he  died  in  1760,  leaving  an  only  daughter, 
who  carried  her  interest,  in  marriage,  to  Thomas  Cookes,  esq., 
by  whom  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Winkworth,  who  died 
IB  1796,  and  his  widow  afterwards  resided  there. 

The  makob  of  East  Wickhah  was  anaiently  part  of  the 
ponesGions  of  the  family  of  the  Bumell's,  of  great  antiquity  in 
England,  Sir  Robert  Buraell  died  in  the  20th  of  WilUam  the 
Conqueror,  A. D.  1087.  Of  this  family  was  Robert  Barnell,  who 
possessed  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  In  1275  ha  was 
bishop  of  Bftth  and  Wells,  and  a  man  of  great  celebrity,  bein^ 
first  treasurer,  and  Uien  chancellor  of  England,  and  always  of 
the  privy  oouncil.  He  died  possessed  of  this  manor,  and  was 
succeeded  hy  hii  nepbew,  Philip,  It  then  passed  by  marriage 
into  the  family  of  the  Handloe's,  and  thence  to  NichoUs  de  la 
Pole,  by  entail,  who  had  possession  granted  under  the  name  of 
Bumell,  which  he  had  assumed. 

He  died  possessed  of  this  manor  under  Richard  II.,  leaving 
Sir  Hugh  his  son  and  heir.  In  the  10th  year  of  the  same  reign 
he  was  made  governor  of  Bridgenorth  castle,  and  being  reputed 
one  of  the  king's  fevorites,  was,  with  others.  I»nisbed  the  court; 
but,  the  king  regaining  power^  he  was  recompejised  for  his 
losses,  and  on  King  Richard  being  deposed, became  to  popular, 
as  to  be  one  of  the  lords  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London  to  reoeivs 
his  resignation  of  the  crown.  He  afterwards  stood  so  high 
with  Henry  IV.  as  to  have  several  important  trusts  con&rred 
on  him,  and  died  in  the  8th  of  Henry  V.,  having  had  one  son, 
who  died  during  his  life. 

The  issue  male  becoming  thus  extinct,  this  manor,  by  virtae 
of  entail  made  by  Jolin  Handloe,  and  Maud  his  wife,  devolved 
to  her  right  beirs,  by  her  first  husband,  Lovell,  of  wfaom  Sir 
William  Lovell,  lord  Lovel,  became  entitled  to  the  same.    It 
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the  damp  and  fos[gy  air  of  the  marshes,  that  it  is  far  from 
healthy.  The  high  road  to  Woolwich  passes  through  the  dis- 
trict, separating  the  marshes  from  the  uplands,  on  which  road 
stands  the  village  of  Plumsted,  having  Plumsted  Parle  house 
nearly  in  the  centre,  and  the  court  lodge,  church,  and  pargon> 
sge  to  the  eastward.  A  little  farther  is  the  hamlet  of  Bostall, 
or  Boston,  and  the  heath  of  the  same  name,  and  Boothward  of 
the  village  is  Piurasteil  common.  The  upland,  or  southern 
part  of  the  parish  is  very  hilly,  and  much  covered  with  coppice 
woods,  consisting  of  400  acres,  reaching  up  to  the  high  Dover 
road,  and  comprehending  within  its  hounds  the  whole  northern 
side  of  Shooter's  hill.  The  southern  upland  in  this  parish  is 
very  poor,  heing  chiefly  gravel,  or  a  stiff  clay ;  the  lower  part  is 
more  fertile,  in  which  are  included  ninety  acres,  used  for  market 
gardens,  whereof  fifty  are  for  the  growth  of  peas,  and  about 
100  acres  of  orchard  chiefly  planted  with  cherries.  The  more 
northern  part,  consisting  of  the  marsh  land,  which  is  bounded 
northward  by  the  Thames,  contains  nearly  1000  acres,  strelchisg 
a  mile  and  a  half  across  either  way ;  the  marshes  are  very  rich 
and  fertile,  about  100  acres  being  annually  ploughed  up  that 
hear  great  crops  of  corn. 

King  Edgar,  in  960,  gave  four  plough  lands,  called  Plumstede, 
to  the  monastery  of  St.  Austin,  near  Canterbury,  afterwards 
given  by  Godwyn,  earl  of  Kent,  to  his  fourth  son  Tostan. 

F,dward  the  ConfeBSor  restored  them  to  the  monastery,  hut 
on  his  death  Tostan  again  took  possession  of  the  land.  Hevai 
slain  in  rebellion  against  his  brother  Harold,  who  seized  on  this 
umong  the  rest  of  his  estates.  After  the  battle  of  Hastings. 
William  the  Conqueror  gave  it  to  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayenx,  sooo 
after  which  a  moiety  was  restored  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Austin, 
and  Odo  soon  after  granted  the  other  moiety  of  the  manor  of 
Plumsted  to  the  abbot  and  convent.  These  moities  are,  coose- 
(]uently,  entered  separately  in  Domesday  record  ;  the  former 
under  the  title  of  the  land  of  the  church  «f  St.  Augustine,  and 
(he  latter  under  that  of  the  lands  of  the  bishop  of  Bayeux. 

Reginald,  son  of  Gervase  de  Cornhill,  released  to  the  abbot 
and  convent'  all  claim  in  this  manor.  In  1273  Nicholas  de 
Spina  WHS  elected  abbot  of  this  monastery.  . 

Lora  de  Ros,  lady  of  Horlon,  in  1287  obtained  of  Thomas, 
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tbbot,  and  the  conrent  of  St.  Augustine's,  all  her  right  to  two 
canicates  of  land,  and  fifty  acres  of  wood,  in  the  manor  or 
PlumBted. 

By  a  uxation  of  this  monastery,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.. 
that  of  Plumsted  was  valued  at  £69  10  6.  This  manor,  toge- 
Uier  with  the  church  of  Plumsted,  and  the  cliapel  of  Wickham 
annexed,  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  monastery  till 
its  dissolution,  when  this  noble  abbey  was  surrendered  to  the 
king.  The  manor  and  church  of  Plumsted  was  soon  after 
granted  in  exchange  for  other  estates  to  Sir  Edward  Boughton, 
ofBnrwa&h  court,  in  this  parish,  and  the  following  year  he  pro- 
cured the  disgavelment  of  his  lands.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Gules,  on  a  fess,  argent,  three ^eun  de  lit,  azure,  between  three 
gooti'  heads,  erased  o/lhe  ihtrd,  attired,  or.  By  a  descendant 
of  (hat  family,  the  manor  and  church  of  Plumsted  were  in  1686 
■old  to  John  Michel,  esq.  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  one  of  whose 
descendants  devised  this  estate  to  the  provost  and  scholars  of 
Queen's  college,  Oxford,  and  their  successors,  for  ever.  A  court- 
leet  and  conrt-baron  is  held  for  this  property. 

BuRWABH  Court,  generally  called  Burrish  place,  is  a  seat 
in  this  parish,  lying  at  the  western  boundary,  almost  adjoining 
Woolwich.  It  was  formerly  possessed  by  the  noble  family  of 
Buri;hersh,  which  ga?e  name  to  this  property.  Bartholomew 
de  Burgbersh  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III., 
and  his  eldest  son  passed  away  this  manor  to  Sir  Walter  de 
Pavely,  k,8.,  in  whom  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Richard  II., 
when  it  was  alienated  to  a  Vaux,  of  Northamptonshire.  It  so 
continued  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  the  family  of  the 
Green's  possessed  it,  and  after  having  passed  to  the  names  of 
Wilson,  Crisp,  and  Pattison,  it  ultimately  became  by  marriage 
the  property  of  John  Martin,  esq.,  who  resided  there. 

BoBSTALL,  ot  Boitall,  is  a  hamlet  in  the  eastern  part  of  this 
parish,  always  reputed  as  a  manor.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
it  was  in  the  possession  of  John  Catte,  gent,  of  Essex,  who  sold 
it  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Peter's,  Westminster,  where 
it  continued  till  the  dissolution.  By  Henry  VIII.  it  was 
granted  to  Jane  Wilkinson  to  hold  m  eapite,  who  alienated  it 
to  Thomas  Bowes,  and  he  sold  it  to  one  Barnes,  who  possessed 
this  manor,  as  well  as  Plumsted.  In  regard  to  the  latter  manor, 
in  the  16th  of  Edward  III.,  John  de  Pulleneye  died  possessed 
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of  it,  leaving  William  de  Pulleneye  bit  faeir.  In  the  4th  of 
Henry  IV.,  Reginald  de  Cobham,  senior,  died  owner  of  liiis 
estate,  when  it  wag  conveyed  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Thomas,  o( 
Aeon,  in  Cheapside,  after  which  it  was  surrendered  to  Henry 
VIII.  It  next  became  vested  in  the  Clotfaworkers'  company, 
part  of  whose  revenues  it  remained.  A  portion  of  these  lands 
is  still  called  by  the  name  of  Westminster,  as  having  formerly 
belonged  to  that  abbey. 

Suffolk  Place  fabm  is  an  estate  situated  also  in  the 
hamlet  of  Bostoll,  and  derived  its  name  from  the  noble  pos- 
sessor Charles  Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  who  alienated  it  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes.  From  the  latter 
name  it  went  by  a  female  heir  to  one  Barnes,  thence  to  an 
Altham,  and  was  afterwards  sold  in  1660  to  Sir  Robert  Jocelyn, 
by  whom  it  was  conveyed  in  166£  to  the  Company  for  the  Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel  at  Boston,  in  New  Enf;land,  where  it 
became  vested. 

In  the  1 1th  of  Henry  Vf.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Leaiies 
exchanged  their  tenement  called  Tang  court,  in  Cheeilhurst,  for 
an  estate  in  this  parish,  called  Fulham's  plsoe. 

Among  the  mss.  of  Roger  Dodswortb,  in  the  Bodleian 
library,  Oxford,  is  a  charter  of  William  de  Ros,  concerning  the 
gift  of  the  ffermilage,  situated  here,  to  the  canons  of  St.  Mary 
Ouvrys,  in  Southwark. 

There  is  an  estate  in  this  parish  called  Plumstbo  Pabk 
FARM,  consisting  of  a  good  house,  situated  in  theoentre  of  the 
village  of  Plunieted,  with  a  tai^e  traot  of  land,  called  ^e  Park,. 
belonging  thereto.  In  1766,  it  waa  the  property  of  Mr.  Derby- 
shire, who  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Curtis,  of  London,  by  whom  it 
was  sold  to  William  Coleman,  esq.;  and  he  afterwards  disposed 
of  it  to  Mr,  Richard  Bowser,  of  Southwark. 

Plumsted  is  within  the  bcclbsiastioal  jiibisdictior  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  detmery  of  Dartford.  The  cburck, 
dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  stands  at  the  east  end  of  the  village; 
it  formerly  consisted  of  a  nave,  two  side  aisles,  and  a  ehanoel; 
hut  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  the  whole  was  in  so 
dilapidated  a  state,  that  the  rooffing  fell,  in  which  condition  it 
continued  for  nearly  twenty  years,  when  it  was  at  length 
repaired.  As  to  the  south  aisle,  which  now  constitutes  the 
whole  of  the  church,  forming  the   nave  and  chancel,  it  was 
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rattareil,  through  the  care  and  iodustry  of  Mr.  Jofan  Gosuge, 
u  iDbabitant  of  the  parish,  who  died  in  1672,  and  was  then 
takrred ;  the  south  wall  of  the  church  appears  very  ancient, 
bkring  narrow  lancet  windows.  The  mined  wall  of  the  north 
aisle  yet  remains. 

In  this  church  are  monuments  commemorative  of  Peter 
Denham,  esq.,  whose  ancestor  was  a  great  benefactor  to  this 
tdifice ;  also  for  Mr.  John  Gossage ;  and  the  families  of  the 
tfapent's,  the  Parker's,  the  Bamet's;  and  an  el^ant  tomb 
for  John  Lidgberd,  esq.  of  Shooters  hill ;  in  the  churchynrd 
lie  also  many  tombs  for  the  officers  of  tba  artillery  and  their 
fimihss.  '  in  the  16th  of  Edward  1.,  the  church  of  Plumtted 
was  v^ed  at  forty-four  marks,  sad  the  vicaraee  at  ten  marks. 

Tbe  vicarage  of  Plumsted  is  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at 
£6  18  4,  the  jreariy  tenths  being  13s.  lOd.  By  the  commission 
of  Inqniry,  in  1650,  it  was  returned  thnt  Plumsted  and  East 
Wickham  were  a  parsonage  of  impropriation,  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  one  Poole,  deceased ;  that  the  ncarage  was  presenta- 
tive  with  cire  of  souls,  and  worth  £140  per  annum. 

In  1821  there  were  461  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Plumsted  ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitanta 
were  as  follow :  males  1140,  females  1246,  making  a  total  of 
2386  souls. 

Erith  lies  the  next  parish  eastward,  baring  the  river 
Thames  for  its  northern  boundary.  This  place  was  formerly 
called  Letnet,  otherwise  Erith/  the  former  name  was,  as  Mr, 
Lambarde  thinks,  misspelt  by  the  Nomans,  instead  of  the  Saxon 
word  Leiwa,  which  signifies  pastures ;  but  we  rather  oonjeo- 
ture  it  to  be  derived  from  the  old  British  word  lege,  paatttres,  and 
tieie,  a  promontory  or  cape;  both  names  being  suited  to  the 
different  parts  of  this  parish,  tbe  former  to  the  weatem,  and  the 
latter  to  the  eastern  portion.  It  was  written  in  old  record*, 
Htietnes;  in  the  TeHui  Roffertsis,  lima;  and  in  Domesday. 

The  name  of  Erith  seems  to  be  derived  ftom  tbe  Saxon  word 
terre  hyike,  that  is,  the  old  hnen. 

This  tarish,  which  is  abont  three  miles  acrose  either  way, 
is  nearly  one  half  marsh  land,  bounded  on  the  uorth  by  the 
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liver  Thames.  The  western  part  Beems  particularly  to  ha*e 
retained  the  name  of  Lesnes,  as  the  eastern  part,  aboal  the 
town  and  haven,  did  that  of  Erith.  In  the  upland  or  southern 
district,  the  soil  is  very  light  and  barren,  having  several  heaths, 
particularly  that  called  Northumberland,  where  it  joins  Cray- 
Tord,  part  being  in  that  parish  ;  while  on  the  north  side  stands 
Mr.  Wheatley's  uaosion.  Westward,  is  West  heath,  near 
which  is  the  hamlet  of  Bedenwell,  and  the  parsonage  form ; 
north  from  which,  is  Leason,  commonly  so  called  for  Lesnes 
heath  ;  and  again,  northward,  near  the  marshes,  the  hamlets  of 
Chalkside  and  Pickerday.  On  the  east  side  of  Lesnes  heath 
is  the  seat  of  lord  Eardley ;  and  on  the  road  leading  from  the 
heath,  towards  the  church,  a  cottage,  erected  by  John  Mad- 
docks,  esq.,  late  of  Vale  Maacall,  in  North  Cray,  who  gave  it 
the  name  of  Holly  hiU.  It  is  a  neat  and  elegant  bos,  and 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  Thames  and  the  county  of 
Essex.  About  half  a  mile  thence  is  the  church,  standing  by 
itself  j  and  in  the  western  part  of  the  parish,  a  large  wood, 
formerly  called  West  wood,  but  for  many  years  styled  the  Abbey 
wood,  having  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Lesnes,  the  ruins  of 
which  still  remain.  In  the  wood  there  are  vast  quantities  of 
chesnuts,  one  of  the  many  instances  of  that  tree  having  been 
the  indigenous  growth  of  England. 

At  the  north-east  extremity  of  the  parish  lies  the  town  of 
Erith,  consisting  of  one  small  street,  leading  to  the  water-side, 
wh^re  it  lies  open  to  the  haven  formed  hy  the  Thames. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  village  from  Crayford  stands  the  oM 
manor-house;  and  near  the  Thames,  opposite  this  town,  the 
Indiamen,  in  their  passage  up  the  river,  frequently  come  to  to 
anchor. 

Two  fairs  are  kept  yearly  at  Brith,  on  Ascension  and 
Michaelmas  days. 

There  exists  an  establishment  here  of  the  customs  of  a  sur- 
veyor, and  two  watermen. 

The  marshes  in  this  parish,  comprise  the  northern  part, 
containing  about  1660  acres,  the  whole  of  which  are  some- 
times ploughed  for  com,  and  in  general,  more  than  1000  acres 
yearly,  which  constantly  bear  the'  most  exuberant  crops. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  thore  were 
four  very  large  fish  taken  in  the  river;  tme  of  which  was  called 
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mors  marina;  another,  the  swordfish ;  aad  the  remaining  two 
■apposed  to  be  whales. 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  this  parieh  was  possessed  by 
Aior  de  Lesneie,  who,  as  appears  from  Domesday  record,  had 
the  liberties  of  sac  and  loc  for  all  his  lands  in  the  lath  of 
SuUon. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  Leanes  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux, 
on  whose  di^race  it  was  granted  to  Richard  de  Lucy,  justice 
of  England,  who  possessed  it  under  Henry  11.  Among  other 
acts  of  piety,  he  founded  the  abbey  of  Westwood,  in  this 
parish,  which  he  richly  endowed,  and  taking  upon  himself  the 
habit  of  a  monk,  died,  and  was  interred  there.  The  remaining 
part  of  faia  possessions,  styled  the  manor  of  Lesnes  or  Erilk, 
descended  to  his  posterity ;  be  had  two  sons,  Geoffry  and 
Berhert ;  and  two  daughters,  Maud  and  Roesie. 

Qeoflrey  de  Lucy  died  during  the  life  of  his  father,  leaving 
Richard  bis  heir,  who  dying  without  issue,  this  manor  became 
vested  in  Roesie,  married  to  Fnlbert  de  Dover. 

Their  aon  and  heir,  Robert,  died  before  the  6th  of  King  John, 
utd  his  mother  suTviTing,  she,  in  the  9th  year  of  that  reign, 
made  an  agreement  with  the  king  for  the  possession  of  the 
whole  barony,  descended  to  her  by  the  death  of  Richard  and 
Herbert  de  Lucy,  without  issue.  This  manor  then  descended 
in  aright  line,  by  marriage  and  heirship,  to  the  earl  of  Athol, 
who  was  hanged  on  London  bridge;  when  the  property  devolved 
to  the  crown,  and  was  given  by  the  king,  the  same  year,  to 
Margaret,  queen  of  England.  With  berit  did  not  long  remain, 
as  Edward  II.  granted  the  estate  to  Bartholomew  de  Badles- 
neie,  who  being  execated  for  treason,  the  king  gave  this  manor 
to  David  de  Strabolgie,  son  of  John  earl  of  Athol,  who  died  in 
ihe  20tfa  of  Edward  II.;   on  which  it  reverted  to  the  crown. 

Giles,  son  of  Bartholomew  de  Badlesmere,  whose  process 
and  judgment  had  been  reversed,  became  possessed  of  his 
faiber'a  lands  and  miuiors,  in  the  2d  of  Edward  III.;  and 
he  left  four  sisters  bis  coheirs,  when  this  manor  became  the 
property  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of 
Northampton ;  after,  which  the  estate  descended  to  Roger,  her 
only  surviving  son,  by  Edmund  Mortimer,  her  first  husband. 

The  great  family  of  the  Mortimer's  derived  their  descent  from 
Roger  de  Mortimer,  founder  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Victor,  in  Nor- 
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mandy  ;  and  Ralph,  liis  son,  accompanied  William  dake  of 

Normandy  hither,  being  one  of  his  chief  coRimanders. 

The  vast  poaaeBsions  of  this  family  raised  the  ducendanta  to 
great  power,  and  inflamed  their  ambition,  which,  combined  with 
their  alliance  to  the  blood  royal,  caused  infinite  troublea  in  the 
kingdom,  as  well  as  attainders  and  executions.  After  many 
atruggles,  in  the  course  of  which  the  MorMmer'a  frequently 
madethe  throne  totter,  the  posterity  of  that  race,  in  the  person 
of  Edward  IV,,  attained  poesession  of  thethrone  of  England. 
A  direct  descendant  of  Ralph  Mortimer  was  the  great,  bat  am- 
bitious, Roger  Mortimer  of  Wigmore,  who  became  so  od  ions  to 
Edward  III.  that  the  king  caused  him  to  be  apprehended  at  the 
castle  of  Nottingham,  where  he  then  waa  with  the  queen,  and 
being  found  guilty  of  consenting  to  the  murder  of  Edward  U>, 
be  was  condemned  and  executed  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign. 

This  great,  but  unhappy  man,  left  four  sons  and  aeTeral 
daughters ;  Edmund,  the  eldest,  did  not  succeed  to  the  tiUe  of 
earl  of  March,  as  his  father's  attainder  had  not  been  reversed  io 
his  time.  Roger,  his  son,  being  restored  in  blood,  bad  restitu- 
tion of  his  lands,  among  which  was  the  manor  of  Erythe.  He 
died  at  Rouera,  in  Burgundy,  possessed  of  the  manors  of  Swan»- 
combe  and  Erith.  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  hia  eldest 
son,  married  Philippa,  daughter  and  heir  to  Lionel  duke  of 
Clarence,  third  son  of  Edward  III.,  af^er  which  marriage  his 
descendants  claimed  the  crown  as  their  just  inheritance.  He 
died  possessed  of  this  manor,  whose  aon,  Edmund  Mortimer^ 
was  the  last  earl  of  March  of  this  family.  He  died  in  the  3d 
of  Henry  VI.,  without  isaue,  when  Richard  dnke  of  York  was 
Found  to  be  his  next  heir,  being  son  of  Anne,  his  sister,  wife  of 
Richard  earl  of  Cambridge,  only  son  of  Richard  de  Coningabo* 
rough,  earl  of  Cambridge,  second  aon  of  Edward  de  Langley, 
duke  of  York,  earl  of  Cambridge,  and  lord  of  Tindall,  who  was 
the  fifth  son  of  Edward  III.,  being  by  his  father  and  mother's 
side  descended  from  that  king.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
Edward  dnke  of  Yorit,  in  the  4th  of  Henry  V.,  who  died  with- 
out isaue,  his  nephew  Richard  was  found  to  be  his  heir,  and 
became  entitled  to  the  manor  of  Erith  in  the  8th  of  tbRt  reign, 
though  not  then  of  age. 

Becoming  subsequently  king  of  England,  this  manor  conti- 
nued in  the  crown  till  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  to  Eliiabeth, 
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relict  of  George  earl  of  Shrewabnry.  by  the  description  or  th« 
minor  of  Eritb,  to  hold  in  capile,-  by  knight's  service ;  she  died 
in  the  10th  year  of  that  reign,  and  lies  interred  under  a  sump- 
laoQB  tomb,  in  this  church.  Before  her  death,  this  manor 
Ksms  to  have  been  settled  on  her  only  daughter,  Anne,  wife  of 
ffiUiam  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  died  without  issue, 
frheo  she  survived  him,  and  dying  in  the  3Ut  of  Elizabeth, 
iris  interred  iu  Erith  church,  when  this  manor  descended  to 
lier  only  son,  by  her  6rBt  husband,  Petei  Compton. 

In  this  family  the  manor  descended  down  to  Sir  Thomas 
Compton,  who  conveyed  the  property  to  Mr.  Lodowick;  and 
he  soon  after  sold  it  to  Nicholas  Vanacker,  esq.,  a  gentleman  of 
foreign  extraction.  It  then  passed  from  this  family  to  that  of 
the  Hedge's,  one  of  whom  devised  this  manor  to  John  Wheattey, 
t%q.,  who  died  in  1748,  leaving  his  widow  surviving.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  William  Wheatley,  who,  in  1769,  pos- 
sessed the  manor  of  Erith,  and  resided  there,  in  a  new  mansion 
which  he  had  caused  to  be  erected  on  Northumberland  heath ; 
be  was  married,  and  left  several  children.  He  bore  for  his 
irms,  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  parted  per  fess,  a  pale  coun- 
terchoHged,  three  lions  rampant ;  second  and  third,  parted  per 
fei$  wao^,  three  bucks'  heads  cabosked. 
A  court-leet  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Bbdrhwell  is  a  small  hamlet,  formerly  reputed  a  manor, 
and  waa  once  the  inheritance  of  the  family  of  the  Burford'a; 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  it  waa  held  of  David  de  Strabol- 
gie,  son  of  John  earl  of  Athol;  Rose  de  Burford  possessed  this 
property  at  her  death,  in  the  3d  year  of  the  above  prince;  and 
her  successor,  James  de  Burford,  obtained,  a  charter  of  Jree 
warren  for  his  lands  at  Bedenweil. 

After  this  family  became  extinct,  which  occurred  previous  to 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Richard  IL,  it  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Draper's,  the  last  of  whom,  John  Draper,  dyitig 
without  issue  male,  his  daughter  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
William  Killem,  who  changed  his  name  to  Draper.  However, 
in  the  leign  of  Charles  I.,  this  property  was  divided  into  several 
portions,  which  destroyed  all  its  right  to  the  title  of  a  manor ; 
since  which  it  has  been  again  partitioned  into  many  more 
separate  divisions  and  tenements,  in  which  state  it  now  re- 
mains. 

VOL.  IT.  a  O 
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Hbbino  Hill  is  a  place  in  this  p«ri«b,  ancieatly  the  reu- 
dence  of  afamily  called  Abell,  which  bore  for  iu  arms,  a  laltitr 
eHgrailed;  of  whom,  Sir  John  Abdl  was  among  the  Kentish 
knights  who  attended  Edward  I.  to  the  siege  of  Carlarerock. 
He  had,  by  Margaret  hia  wife,  two  lona;  John,  one  of  the 
barons  of  the  Excliequer  in  the  6th  of  Edward  II.;  and  Walter, 
who  owned  Footet  Cray. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  Edward  Abell  was  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace  for  the  county,  and  hia  deaoendant,  Joba, 
died  poEBeaied  of  Hering  hill  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  whote 
aoQ,  Samuel,  was  the  last  of  this  family.  In  the  10th  of 
James  I.  he  passed  away  this  eatate  by  sale  to  Mr.  William 
Draper,  of  Draper's  place,  in  this  parish  ;  and  his  descoidaat, 
Charles,  died  possessed  of  Hering  hill  in  the  reign  of  Gem^  1., 
whose  widow  owned  it  in  1725,  after  which  it  passed  through 
the  names  of  Johnson,  Smith,  and  Beneoo,  in  which  latter  it 
remained. 

Bkltidsre  housb  stands  on  the  eaatem  side  of  Leasoo 
heath,  about  half  a  mile  west  of  Erith  church.  This  beautiful 
seat  was  originally  erected  by  George  Hayley,  esq.,  who  passed 
it  by  sale  to  Charles  Calvert,  lord  Baltimore ;  and  he  died  hers 
in  1761.  Soon  after  that  period,  this  seat  was  sold  by  his 
devisee  to  Sampson  Gideon,  esq.,  who  resided  at  Belvidere, 
which  he  greatly  improved,  and  dying  in  1762,  left  one  bod, 
Sampaon,  and  two  daughters.  The  former  succeeded  to  this 
scat,  having  been  created  a  baronet  during  the  life  of  his  lather, 
and  in  1789  was  made  lord  Eardley  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  i 
he  bears  for  his  arms.  Parted  per  chevron,  vert  and  or  in  ehief, 
«  rose,  of  the  tecond  between  two  fieurs  de  lis,  argent  in  bau, 
a  lion  rampant,  regardant  azure.  Lord  Eardley  rebuilt  this 
seat,  which  he  made  his  principal  residence. 

This  house  is  situated  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  and  commands 
a  vast  extent  of  prospect  over  the  Thames,  and  many  miles 
beyond  ;  the  river  and  navigation  adding  greatly  to  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery.  The  grounds  and  woods  are  judiciously  laid 
out,  and  have  many  beautiful  walks;  while  the  collection  of 
pictures,  though  not  numerous,  are  valuable,  containing  noae 
but  original  specimens,  by  the  roost  eminent  masters,  some  of 
them  very  fine:  the  Alchemist  of  Teniera;  Noah's  Aik,  by 
Brueghel;    St.  Catherine,  from  the  pencil  of  Leonardo  de 
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Y'wa;  ui  Old  Woman,  by  Rembrandt;  a  Courtei«n,  the  pra- 
dtwtkm  of  Geof^one;  Snyders  with  his  wife  tnd  child,  by 
Reubens ;  the  Mferriage  in  Canaan  of  Pan!  VeroneM ;  thil 
Oeattlogy  of  Chriit,  by  Albert  Dnrer ;  the  Conception  and 
Flight  into  Egypt,  the  work  of  Murillo;  a  LtndseapB,  by 
Claade ;  anil  throe  others,  by  Poussin,  are  the  most  promineni 
(eatorcB  in  this  collection. 

Accofding  to  Lambard,  Erith  was  anciently  incorporated ;  it 
BOW  carries  on  a  oomiderablc  trade  in  corn  and  wood. 

Lbsnes  abdbv,  in  EriUi  puish,  was  founded  in  the  year 
1178,  for  caaons,  r^ular,  «f  the  order  of  St.  Angnstine,  by 
Richard  de  Lucy,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  It  was  suppressed 
in  1524,  and,  in  1630,  became  the  property  of  Sir  John  Hip- 
petly,  knight.  He,  according  to  the  account  transmitted  by 
Weever,  in  bis  Funeral  Monuments,  appointed  workmen  to  dig 
anongat  the  rubbish  of  the  decayed  fabric  of  the  church,  which 
had  laia  a  long  time  buried  in  ruins,  when  the  workmen  dift- 
corercd  a  monament,  being  the  full  proportion  of  a  man  in  his 
ooBtarmoar,  bis  sword  hanging  at  his  aide  by  a  htoid  bdt, 
Bpoo  which  the  flower-de-luce  was  engraven  in  many  places, 
being,  at  that  writer  imagined^  a  rebus  or  device  of  the  Lucie's. 
This  fepresentatwit  lay  upon  a  flat  marble  stone,  over  a  trough 
n  coffin  of  BTOOOth  hewn  ashlar  stone ;  while,  in  a  sheet  of  lead, 
fit  for  the  dimensions  of  a  body,  were  the  remains  of  an  "  ashis 
dry  canoase,"  whole  and  undisjoinled,  and  upon  the  head  sonie 
hair;  they  also  found  other  statues  of  men,  and  one  of  a 
woman,  in  her  attire  and  habiliments. 

This  monastery,  first  called,  from  its  situation,  the  Asbbv 
or  West  Wood,  and  afterwards  changed  to  that  of  Lesnest 
with  the  church  belonging  thereto,  was  dedicated  to  St».  Mary 
and  Thomas  the  Martyr,  for  so  archbishop  Becket  was  called, 
within  eight  years  after  his  death.  Godfrey  de  Lucy,  a  near 
relation  of  the  founder,  proved  a  great  benefactor  to  this  house 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  1.;  the  abbot  of  Lesnes  had^«e  warren 
granted  to  him  and  bis  successors,  for  bis  lands  here,  at  Tong, 
and  at  Acolt. 

Henry  VIII.  granted  to  Ralph  Sadler,  gent.,  the  late  mon- 
astery of  St.  Thomas  (he  Martyr,  of  Lesnes,  and  the  manors 
of  Le«r>es  and  Fant,  with  all  appurtenances.  In  the  32d  of 
Ucnry  VllI,,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  alieoated  both  the  above.manoT8 
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to  H«ary  Cooke,  who  died  id  the  6th  of  Bdward  VI.,  posiened 
of  these  manors;  aod  his  boo,  Edmund  Cooke,  saccwied, 
who  was  of  Leaner  abbey  and  Mount  MsBcall,  in  this  county. 
He  died  possessed  of  both  in  1619,  and  his  eldest  son,  Lambert. 
conveyed  this  property  and  the  site  of  the  abbey  to  Sir  John 
Leman,  alderman  of  London,  who  soon  after  sold  them  to  Sir 
John  Hippesley.  By  the  latter  they  were  alienated  lo  Sit 
Thomas  Gainsford;  of  Crowherst,  in  Surrey,  who,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.,  sold  them  to  Mr,  Haws,  of  London ;  when  he 
dying  without  issue,  settled  them  by  will,  for  erer,  on  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  London,  bb  goremors  of  the  hoi- 
pitals  of  Bridewell,  Christ  church,  and  St.  Thomas,  in  whose 
possession  they  continue. 

Erith,  otherwise  Lbsneb,  is  tn  the  bcclesiastical  Jirais- 
DICTION  of  the  diocae  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford. 
The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  contains  three 
aisles  and  two  chancels,  with  a  ipire  steeple  at  the  west  end. 
In  this  edifice  are  many  monuments  and  inscriptions,  com* 
memorative  of  the  following  femilies  and  names :  for  Sir  John 
Griffith,  of  Erith ;  Anne  Harman ;  John  Aylmer ;  Roger 
Sender;  efiBgies  in  brass  for  Edward  Hawte  and  his  wife; 
also  for  Sir  Richard  Walden.  A  noble  tomb  of  white  marble 
for  the  countess  of  Shrewsbury;  a  mural  monument  for  Francii 
Vanacker,  esq.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Erith;  a  grarestone for 
Mai^ret,  daughter  of  John  Wheatley ;  another  for  William 
Hedges,  also  lord  of  this  manor ;  and  on  a  gra?estone,  at  the 
entrance  to  the  south  aisle,  a  brass  plate,  with  the  following 
inscription  in  black  letter : 

"  Eltin  Atte  Coke  Gitt  Icjr, 
Dlea  De  w  Alme  £ii  Mercy." 

It  appears,  by  the  Escheat  Rolls,  that  Peter  atte  Coke  poi< 
sessed  lands  in  Lesnes ;  and  in  another  record,  be  is  called 
Peter  de  Weslingburg,  or  Peter  atte  Coke.  In  this  church 
also  lies  buried  Anne  Countess  of  Pembroke,  who  died  in  1589, 
and  Edward  Abell,  of  Hering  hill,  who  departed  this  life  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV. 

In  this  structure,  under  the  reign  of  King  John,  commri- 
sioners  were  constituted  to  treat  with  Richard  eari  of  Clare, 
on  behalf  of  the  discontented  barons,  touching  a  peace  between 
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tbtf-kiiig  and  hia  nobles,  for  which  pnrpoie  safe  conduct  was 
gnnted  to  them. 

By  the  commitsion  of  Inquiry,  id  1660,  it  appeared  that 
Erith  was  a  parsonage,  there  being  in  the  parish  a  vicarage 
presentatire,  with  cure  of  soula,  worth  £50  per  annum,  includ- 
ing the  glebe  land,  which  was  valued  at  j£10. 

John  Weever,  author  of  the  Funeral  MonnmenU,  appears  to 
biTe  been  possessed  of  this  rectory  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Qizabeth.  In  the  16th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  Leanes 
was  valued  at  fifty  marks,  the  vicarage  at  eight,  and  the  tem- 
poralities of  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  Lesnes,  at 
£4  4  4. 

The  vicarage  of  Erith  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
£S  12  6,  the  yearly  tenths  being  19s.  3d.  It  is  now  estimated 
It  £200  per  annum. 

In  1821  there  were  223  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Erith; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow:  males  711,  females  662,  making  a  total  of 
1363  BouU. 

CBATroRD  lies  the  next  parish  southeastward  from  Erith, 
havii^  the  Thames  and  that  parish  for  its  northern  boundary. 
It  appears  to  have  been  celled,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Saxons  in  this  island,  by  the  name  of  Creccan  ford,  that  iSf 
the  ford  or  pattage  over  the  teoter,  then  called  Creeea  now  Cray. 
In  960  it  was  named  Erkede,  or  Eard;  and  at  the  Conquest, 
Sard,  or  Crayford,  by  which  appellation  it  continued  to  be 
described  in  all  ancient  writings,  to  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 

This  parish  is  three  miles  in  extent  from  north  to  south,  and 
nnrly  two  from  east  to  west ;  the  air  is  by  no  means  healthy, 
especially  that  part  near  the  marshes.  The  soil  in  the  upland 
district  ia  much  inclined  to  gravel  and  sand,  and  the  lands  are 
bnt  thin  and  poor,  particularly  towards  Northumberland  and 
Bexley  heaths,  near  which  are  two  parcels  of  coppice  wood, 
being  the  only  ones  in  this  parish.  The  lower  paru,  nearer  the 
ri*er,  and  in  the  marshes,  are  very  fertile;  of  the  latter,  about 
fiOO  acres  are  never  ploughed.  The  high  London  road  crosses 
the  southern  part  of  this  parish,  wherein  stands  the  village. 
Commonly  called  Crayford  street,  where  the  ground  rises  to  the 
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upland  or  western  put  of  the  parish ;  the  roadt  there  braiAh 
off,  one  to  Bexley  heath,  a  second  to  Woolwich,  (near  which 
is  the  church,  May  place,  and  Newbtry.)  and  another  to  Ehth, 
new  which  is  the  parsonage.  Farther  on  are  the  two  hamku 
of  Perry  street  and  North  End  ;  and  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  distant  from  the  former,  is  Howbury  farm. 

CftAVTOBO  STREET  Js  oarrow  and  ill  built,  which  had 
formerly  the  high  London  road  running  through  it,  but  a  new 
cut  has  been  made,  which,  (earing  the  street,  again  joins  the  old 
road  at  the  east  end  of  the  street,  close  to  the  bridge,  which 
has  been  aew  built  for  that  purpose.  At  the  oast  end  of  the 
street,  near  the  river,  stood  a  large  handsome  seat,  apparently 
of  the  period  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  called,  in  ancient  deeds,  the 
MoHtian  houte  of  Crayford,  and  afterwards,  the  OU  Plau 
houie.  It  was  formerly  part  of  the  estate  oF  Sir  Cloude^y 
Shovel,  whose  daughter  entitled  her  husbnnd,  John  Blackwood, 
to  its  possession,  and  on  his  death,  in  1777,  bis  son,  Sbord 
Blackwood,  succeeded  to  it.  It  waa  for  many  years  used  for 
carrying  on  a  linen  manufactory  establishttd  here ;  after  whieh 
it  was  let  on  a  long  lease  to  an  eminent  calico  printer  aad 
whitster,  who  pulled  it  down  and  converted  the  materials  iolo 
workshops  for  his  manufactoryv  ^  annual  fair  is  held  here, 
OB  the  8th  of  September. 

The  river  Cray  takes  its  course  through  the  marshes  ia 
this  parish,  and  after  having  reoeiTed  a  small  apring  whiclr 
riees  at  Waotsuin  farm,  brancbea  into  two  ourreutB^  both  of 
which  cross  the  high  London  load,  aa  doe*  a  third  small  por- 
tion of  water  out  of  it,  granted  by  the  commissioners  «C  sewers 
in  1633. 

Two  of  these  streams  having  supplied  two  large  manufac- 
tories for  calico  printing,  and  again  roceived  the  thud  stream 
into  them,  unite  about  half  a  mile  below  the  spot  where  this 
river  turns  an  iron  mill,  anciently  made  use  of  for  makiag  plates 
for  armour ;  when  having  supplied  the  whiting  grounds,  it  per- 
forms several  small  windings,  and  joins  Dartford  creek,  abwd 
a  mile  below  that  town,  whence  it  flows  in  one  luuted  atreaai 
into  the  Thames. 

In  457,  Hengist,  the  first  Saxon  king  of  Kent,  meeting  the 
Britons  at  Creccanfoid,  gave  them  battle,  slew  f«ur  of  their 
ehicf  coumandeis,  and  4000  men,.  whe>  after  tbot  sanguiDsry 
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ddctt,  the  natives  entirdy  abtodoiied  this  county,  and  fled 
«ith  great  dismay  towards  London. 

Tbera  are  atill  apparent  on  tfaehealhs  and  fields,  near  Crayford, 
Diny  artificial  holes  or  oavea  in  the  earth,  some  being  ten,  fif- 
teen, and  othera  twenty  latboms  deep.  At  the  mouth,  and  thence 
downward,  they  are  narrow,  hke  the  tunnel  of  a  chimney,  or 
panage  of  a  well,  but  at  the  bottooi,  large,  and  of  great  extent, 
■any  having  several  rooms>  one  within  tbe  other,  atroogly 
vaulted,  and  supported  by  pillars  of  chalk.  It  has  been  con* 
jcctored  that  they  were  excavated,  as  secret  hiding-places,  by 
•or  Saxon  ancestors,  for  their  wives,  children,  and  goods,  as 
wall  in  times  of  civil  wars,  as  foreign  invasions. 

Tacitus,  treating  of  the  manners  of  tbe  old  Germans,  ances' 
Ion  of  tbe  Saxons,  says,  they  were  accustomed  to  dig  certain 
caves  underground,  in  order  that  when  an  enemy  oame  and 
^iled  all  that  was  abroad,  such  things  as  were  tbus  hidden 
lay  unknown,  thus  deceiving  those  who  sought  after  them. 

If  such  have-not  been  found  in  other  places,  it  must  be  im- 
puted to  the  soil,  chalk  being  alone  suited  to  this  subterranean 
spedes  of  workmanship.  Many  beasts  have  been  precipitated 
into  these  pits,  and  the  hunters  continually  miss  their  dogs, 
which  have  fallen  in.  Mr.  Lambarde  also  states  that,  in  his 
lime,  a  thin  noble  personage,  in  following  his  ha^k,  fell  into 
one  of  these  pits,  at  the  imminent  danger  of  his  life,  the  aper- 
ture being  at  least  twelve  fathoms  deep. 

The  Roman  road  is  plainly  seen  on  Bexley  heath  directing  its 
oourse  aouth -south -east,  and  so  on  towards  Crayford,  which 
adds  some  atrength  tothe  conjectures  of  those  who  place  the 
first  station  thereon  from  Tiondon,  anciently  C'llled  Noviomagut, 
at  or  about  Crayford.  Among  the  latter  writers,  are  Somner, 
Barton,  Bidiop  Stitiingfleet;  and  of  later  times.  Dr.  Thorpe ; 
and  although  there  have  not  been  any  faundations,  tiles,  urns, 
or  other  marks  of  antiquity,  found  about  this  place,  in  confir- 
itatioa  of  its  having  been  a  Roman  station,  yet  it  has  one 
corroborating  circumstance  of  no  small  force,  namely,  the 
similitude  of  its  present  appellation. 

Tbe  manor  of  Crayford  is  at  this  time  called  Crayford,  other- 
wise Nflwbery,  which  last  denomination  signifies  in  English 
exactly  the  same  as  Noviomagus  in  Latin,  viz.  ihe  newjbrtrest 
or  itatiOM.     However,  as  to  placing  this  station  here,  some 
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authors  have  made  two  principal  objectiona,  first,  the  improba- 
bility of  the  marahes.  at  and  about  DeptTord,  bein;  easily 
passed  in  Uie  lime  of  the  Ronans,  which,  if  not  the  case, 
would  direct  the  course  of  the  road  more  aouthward,  towards 
Keston  ;  and  secondly,  that  the  Watling  Street  road,  whereon 
this  station  is  supposed  to  hare  been,  traversed  the  middle  of 
the  county  ;  whereas,  that  by  Crayford,  to  Rochester  and  Can- 
terbury, directs  its  course  near  tha  northern  boundary.  To 
obTiate  this  objection,  Mr.  Robert  Talbot,  who  wrote  a  com- 
ment on  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  states,  that  the  Romans 
had  two  sorts  of  bighwaya,  one,  though  farthest  about,  through 
places  better  inhabited,  more  level,  and  altogether  fitter  for  con- 
ducting an  army,  the  other  more  direct  and  compendious ;  of 
which  latter  description,  most  probably,  was  this  Roman  road, 
through  Crayford. 

This  place,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  was  posseaaed  by  one 
Elfege,  who  by  will  gave  a  third  part  of  his  estates  in  Erhide 
to  Christ  church,  in  Canterbury ;  notwithstanding  which, 
Leofsune,  who  had  married  his  nephew's  widow,  entered  on 
them  ;  they  were,  however,  recovered  from  him  in  a  trial  held 
here  by  the  archbishop  for  that  purpose.  ATter  that  period, 
on  the  division  of  the  property,  Erbede  seems  to  have  been  part 
of  the  share  allotted  to  Christ  church,  and  remained  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  the  survey  of  Domes- 
day, under  the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered  in 
that  record. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  rei^n  of  Richard  I.,  and  under  King 
John,  the  hanob  of  Eakoe,  otherwise  Cratfobd,  was  held 
of  the  archbishop  by  Adam  de  Port,  great  grandson  of  Hi^h 
de  Port,  a  baron,  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  who  waa  pos- 
sessed of  Basing,  in  Hampshire,  which  he  constituted  the  head 
of  his  barony. 

Adam  de  Port  married  Mabel,  grandchild  and  heir  to  Roger 
de  St.  John,  after  which,  his  descendants  dropping  the  surname 
of  Port,  assumed  that  of  St.  John.  John  de  Sl  John,  of 
Baling,  his  great  grandson,  died  in  the  30th  of  Edward  I.  pos- 
sessed of  the  manor  of  Barde.  John,  his  son  and  heir,  died  in 
the  ]2lh  of  Edward  II.,  leaving  a  son,  Hugh  de  St.  John,  de- 
ceased inihe  llth  of  Edward  III.,  possessed  of  sixteen  kniglitt* 
fees  in  Kent,  among  which  was  this  manor  and  advowson. 
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It  afterwanls  patwd  in  the  femats  line  to  tba  name  of  De 
Bu^herab,  and  thence  to  the  family  of  the  Poyaing's ;  from 
which  it  devolved  to  Sir  Thomai  Lesley,  who  alieoated  it  to 
—  Gorfyn,  eBq.,andhe  wldit  to  Henry  VIII.,  where  it  remained 
tilt  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary.  It  was  then  granted  to 
Thouaa  White,  to  hold  in  capite;  and  Elizabeth,  in  her  7th 
year,  granted  it  to  Henry  Partrich,  who,  in  the  same  reign, 
conveyed  it  to  Henry  Apylton,  of  Marshal's  court,  in  this 
eonnty.  In  1694,  the  property  was  sold  to  Sir  Cloudesley 
Shovd,  together  with  the  capital  mansion  of  May  place ;  he 
bore  for  his  arms,  Gulei,  a  chevron  ermine  belaeeu  three  eret- 
eenls  argent,  and  a  fieur  de  lit  in  the  bate.  Sir  Cloudesley  was 
shipwrecked  in  his  voyage  from  Toulon,  October,  1707,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Anne.  The  former  married,  first. 
Sir  Robert  Marsham,  afterwards  lord  Romney ;  and  secondly, 
lord  Carmichael,  afterwards  earl  of  Hindford.  Anne  married 
Gist,  Robert  Mansel,  son  of  Thomas  lord  Mansel,  and  after- 
wards, John  Blackwood,  esq.  of  Charlton,  in  this  county ;  and 
on  the  death  of  lady  Shovel,  these  manors  and  estates  became 
vested,  in  Elizabeth,  then  widow  of  Robert  lord  Romney,  and 
Anne,  the  wife  of  John  Blackwood,  esq.,  in  undivided  moieties, 
ueofaeira  of  their  father;  soon  after  which,  on  a  division  of 
their  inheritance,  the  manor  of  Newbery,  May  place,  and 
Eihsm,  were  allotted  to  John  lorn  Carmichael ;  while  Uowbery, 
Marshal's  place,  the  iron  mills,  and  other  lands,  became  the 
property  of  John  Blackwood,  esq. 

In  1737,  the  earl  of  Hindford  joined  with  his  lady  in  the  sale 
of  this  manor,  the  mansion  of  May  place,  and  Elham,  to 
Nathaniel  Elwick,  esq.,  who  settled  ibem  on  his  daughter  and 
heir,  Elizabeth,  on  her  marriage,  in  1745,  with  Miles  Barne, 
(sq.,  of  Sotterley,  in  Sufiblk.  She  died  in  1747,  during  the 
life  of  her  father,  leaving  one  son.  Miles,  and  a  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Elwick  Barne.  The  only  surviving  offspring  of 
Miles  Barne  and  Elizabeth  died  in  the  8tb  of  September,  1826, 
^ed  seventy-nine  years,  and  bequeathed  the  estates  which  he 
■nhented  from  his  mother  to  his  youngest  brother,  of  the  half 
blood.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Same,  h.a.  r.s.A..  late  rector  of 
Sotterley,  in  Suffolk,  a  resident  of  Crayford,  in  the  new  manor 
bouse,  nearly  rebuilt  the  mansion  after  the  model  of  an  Italian 
villa,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hakewill,  the  architect.    Mr. 
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Barne  has  let  May  place  to  John  FoMett  Baniet,  acq.  of 
Vauxhalt,  in  Surrey,  who  has  made  it  hia  residence.  Tbia 
family  ia  desceaded  in  a  direct  line  from  two  gentlemen,  named 
Sir  George  Barnes,  a  father  and  bod,  one  of  whom  waa  lord 
mayor  of  London  in  1552,  the  otlier  in  1586. 

A  court-baron  ia  held  for  the  manor  of  Nenbery,  whidi 
extends  orer  the  upper  or  western  portions  of  the  pariah. 

Mabshall's  covrt  is  a  property  in  this  parish,  which, 
although  now  nearly  unknown,  waa  formerly  of  some  note, 
having,  in  early  times,  been  the  seat  of  a  family  which  gave 
name  to  this  estate.  One  of  that  line,  John  MarahaU  was  a 
good  benefactor  to  this  church  and  the  poor  of  the  parish; 
when  it  passed  to  the  Apylton's,  from  which  name  it  went  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Towse,  of  London,  by  whose  daughter  they  were  con- 
veyed by  sale  to  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel ;  upon  which,  the  maaoc 
of  Marsharo  court  waa  allotted  to  Anne,  bis  yonngeat  daughter, 
married  to  John  Blackwood,  esq.  Hi*  son.  Shovel  Blackwood, 
esq.,  in  1777,  possessed  Marshal's  court,  and  continued  po»- 
aesEor  of  the  site  of  this  ancient  seat,  which  has  for  many  yean 
been  pulled  down, 

HowfiERY  is  a  manor  in  the  north-west  part  of  this  parish, 
near  the  marehes,  the  mansion  of  which  has  still  a  moat  remain- 
ing round  it.  This  manor  is  described  in  ancient  deeds  by  the 
name  of  Hoobery,  otherwise  Little  Hoo.  In  the  reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Odo  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  under  the  title  of  whose  lands  it  waa  entered  in 
Domesday  record. 

It  tlien  became  the  property  of  the  family  of  the  AuberviUe't; 
from  which  it  passed  to  that  of  the  Norwood's.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  IV.,  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Nicholas  Carew  and 
John  Comwallis,  of  Loidon,  who  joined  in  the  sale  of  tiha 
estate  to  Richard  Bryan ;  and  he,  in  the  1st  of  Henry  VI., 
passed  it  away  to  Ri^er  Apylton.  It  then  went  to  John 
Cowley;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  John  Judde;  a 
female  heir  of  whom  carried  it  in  marriage  to  the  family  of  the 
Fane'a,  whence  it  passed  by  sale  to  one  Draper.  In  1694,  his 
heirs  sold  it  to  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  by  whose,  youngest  daugh- 
ter, Anne,  it  was  carried  in  marriage  to  John  Blackwood;  whose 
son.  Shovel  Blackwood,  succeeded  to  the  property,  who  alien- 
ated it,  with  the  Iron  Mills  farm,  to  Harman  BeieoSi  oq* 
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tl  KeningtOD,  whoM  aoa  afterwards  possesied  both  thue 
etUtes. 

EftHAU,  »  property  in  this  parish,  though  now  sank  ioto 
obscarity,  (the  bouu  having  been  long  since  pulled  down,)  wM 
oooe  the  seat  of  a  fatnily  which  thence  derired  its  nane,  and 
fiir  nany  descents  was  esteemed  of  the  r&nlt  of  gentlemen^ 
having  borne  for  its  arms.  Argent,  a  soord  in  bend,  dexter  tabk^ 
tie  p^nt  upsards.  Henry  Elham  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI., 
sad  lies  buried  in  this  church;  John  Elham,  in  the  reign  of 
Henty  VII..  alienated  the  estate  to  Heoiy  Harmao ;  horn  whom 
it  paaied  to  Robert  Draper,  and  his  heirg  sold  it  to  Sir  Cloudesley 
Shorel.  The  daughter  of  the  latter,  named  Elizabeth,  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  lord  Hindford,  who  sold  the  estate  to  Nathaniel 
Elnick,  esq.;  since  which  this  manor  has  descended  to  Miles 
Bsme,  esq.  of  Sotterley,  in  Suffolk,  previously  mentioned. 

There  was  a  family,  of  the  name  of  Marler,  possessed  of  a 
house  and  lands  in  this  parish,  where  it  resided  for  many  gene- 
rations. Anthony  Marler  was  of  Crayford  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth;  the  property  was  afterwards  sold,  a.o.  1636,  to 
Edmund  Cotton. 

Cbatford  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdictiom  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar,  is  within  the 
ieaneri/  of  Sboreham.  The  church,  standing  near  the  village, 
it  dedicated  to  St.  Paulinus,  and  consists  of  two  aisles  and  a 
chancel,  with  a  square  tower  at  the  west  end.  The  altarpiece 
was  given  by  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inscripUons  are  the  following  : 
for  the  Cooke's,  of  Rotherhithe,  and  the  Brown's ;  a  mural 
tomb  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Burne;  and  in  the  great  chancel, 
memorials  for  the  Crokatt's,  the  Newman's,  and  the  Short's, 
as  well  as  the  Gardiner's,  the  Marler's,  and  the  Draper's. 
In  the  south  chancel  is  a  beautiful  monument,  in  form  of  an 
obelisk,  of  black  marble,  under  a  canopy  of  white  marble,  for 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  whose  remains  are 
deposited  in  the  vault  beneath,  belonging  to  the  Blackwood's. 
This  edifice  also  contained  monuments  for  the  .^bell's;  the 
Goldsmith's ;  the  EUam's ;  the  Hannan's ;  the  Apylton's ;  the 
Fix's ;  and  others,  of  note,  whose  tombs  were  destroyed  by  a 
fire  that  burnt  down  part  of  the  fabric. 

lo  the  15th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  Eaidc,  or  Crayfurd, 
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was  valuwt  at  forty  marks ;  it  was  arierwards  eittmatnd  in  the 

kind's  books  at  jCSS  13  4.  tfa«  yearly  teatbs  being  ilS  11  4.  > 

By  the  eommitnon  of  Enquiry,  it  was  returaedf  that  Cray- 
ford  WBB  a  parsonage  worth  JC140  per  annum. 

The  parsonage  house  is  a  handsome  buildiog,  with  cODTenient 
offices  of  all  kinds,  pleasantly  situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
westward  from  the  church. 

In  1821  there  were  315  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Crayford; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popuU- 
tion  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow:  males  919,  females  947,  makii^  a 
total  of  18fi6  souls. 
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ROKESLEY.  OTHERWISE  RUXLEY, 

Lies  northeastward  from  that  of  Bromley  and  BecksRhatn ;  in 
Domesday  surrey  it  is  called  the  hundred  of  Helmestres,  which 
name  it  had  lost  berore  the  reign  of  Edward  t.,  in  the  7th  year 
of  which  prince  it  bore  its  present  appellation,  the  king  and 
■rchbisbop  being  then  lords  of  the  district. 

It  contains  the  parishes  of  Chesilrurst  in  part,  Hatbs, 
Wbst  Wickmah,  KesTON,  Farndorodor,  Downs,  Cowd- 

HAM,     NoCKHOLT,     CKBLSFtRLD,     OrPINOTON,     St.     M^BT 

Crat,  Paul's  Cray,  Foot's  Cray,  North  Cray,  with 
Rdzlby,  and  Bexley;  and  the  churches  of  those  parishes. 
Also  part  of  the  parishes  of  Hever  and  CHiniNOSTONE,  viz. 
so  much  as  is  within  the  borough  of  Linckhill,  the  churches  of 
which  parishes  are  within  anotiier  hundred.  It  is  divided  into 
the  two  half  hundreds  of  Upper  and  Lower  Ruxley,  being  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  two  constables. 

Chesiludrst  lies  the  next  adjoining  parish  eastward  from 
Bromley;  a  small  portion,  near  Foot's  Cray,  being  in  the  bun- 
dred  of  Blackheatb.  It  was  called  by  the  Saxons  CUelht/rst, 
u  appears  by  the  charters  in  the  Textus  Roffenm,  a  name 
expressive  of  its  sitoation  among  the  woods. 

Cheailhurst  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  healthy  parishes 
silnated  in  the  environs  of  the  metropolis,  and  contains  a  num- 
ber of  elegant  villas,  with  gardens  and  plantations,  beautifully 
laid  out,  being  for  the  mo»t  part  inhabited  by  persons  of  for- 
tune and  distinction.  The  village,  with  the  church  and  par- 
sonage, stand  adjoining  the  south  side  of  the  common,  which 
is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  parish.  Farther  eastward,  is 
Place  green;  and  beyond,  Scadbury,  and  the  mansion  of 
Frognall ;  while,  at  the  southern  extremity,  is  Town  place.  The 
parish,  towards  the  west  and  north,  is  much  covered  by  coppice 
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wood,  to  the  amount  of  600  acrea ;  the  toil,  in  general,  thia 

and  gravelly. 

This  place  is  not  mentioned  in  Domesday ;  perhaps  it  might 
have  been  cooaidered,  in  some  measure,  as  an  appendage  to  the 
manor  of  Dartford,  with  which  it  appears  early  to  have  been 
connected,  and  may,  therefore,  be  included  under  the  descrip- 
Uon  of  that  manor. 

Edward  11.,  io  his  15th  year,  by  consent  of  Parliameot, 
granted  to  Edmund  de  Woodatock,  the  ferm  of  the  royalty  of 
Dartford,  the  fee  of  which  was  confirmed  to  bim  by  Edward 
til.  That  the  manor  of  Chesilhurat  was  included  in  the  above 
grant,  appears  by  the  inquisition  taken  after  the  earl's  death, 
wherein,  among  the  appurtenances  of  the  manor  of  Dartford, 
the  rents  of  assize  in  Chesilhurst  are  specified. 

His  ionsj  Edward  and  John  Plaotagenet,  earls  of  Kent, 
dying  without  issue,  Joan,  their  sister,  called  the  Fair  Maid  of 
Kent,  became  their  heir,  then  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Holand,  and 
afterwards  married  to  Edward  the  Black  Prince.  She  died 
possessed  .of  this  estate  in  the  9tb  of  Richard  II.,  as  did  her 
son  by  her  first  husband,  Lord  Holand;  after  which  it  was  suc- 
cessively possessed  by  his  two  sons,  Thomas  duke  of  Surrey, 
and  Edmund  earl  of  Kent,  who  both  died  without  issue.  On 
the  demise  of  the  latter,  his  four  sisters  became  hie  heirs,  and 
on  the  division  of  his  estates,  and  the  manor  of  Dartford,  tbs 
rents  of  assize  in  Chesilhurst  were  allotted  to  Joan  his  fourth 
sister,  duchess  of  York,  who  appears  to  have  died  without  issue 
in  the  12ih  of  Henry  VI.,  possessed  of  this  manor.  After  that 
period  Thomas  duke  of  Clarence  possessed  it  in  right  of  Mar- 
garet, one  of  the  other  sisters  ;  and  John,  earl  of  Somerset,  h» 
son  by  her  first  husband,  became  her  heir,  and  died  without 
male  issue  possessed  of  thia  estate,  when  his  brother  Edmund, 
marquis  of  Dorset,  was  found  to  be  his  next  heir,  and  possessed 
of  this  estate.  He  was  afterwards  created  duke  of  Somerset, 
and  slain  in  the  first  battle  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VL, 
when  his  eldest  son,  Henry  duke  of  Somerset,  by  Alianor 
ditugliter  and  coheir  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick, 
was  his  heir.  He,  however,  having  been  attainted  in  Parliaoient, 
all  his  possessions  devolved  to  the  crown,  when  Chesilhurst  was 
soon  afterwards  granted  to  Richard  Nevill,  earl  of  Warwick, 
who  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Barnet  in  1471.    He  left  issue 
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tiro  daughter!,  who  were  both  m&rried  into  ths  loyal  family ; 
laibel,  to  George  dake  of  Clarence,  brother  of  Edward  [V., 
aod  Aone,  first  to  Edward  prince  of  Wales,  son  of  Henry  Vt,, 
tod  lecondly  to  Richard  duke  of  Gloucester,  afterwards 
Kichard  111. 

Oq  the  eail'a  death  these  estates  were  given  to  his  two 
daughters,  when  Isabel,  wife  of  the  duke  of  Clarence,  posaessed 
CheailhuTst.  The  latter  prince  was  afterwards  drowbed  in  a 
bait  of  malmsey,  aod  Isabel,  his  wife,  died  of  poison;  he  had 
issue  the  earl  of  Warwick,  who  oever  enjoyed  any  of  thia  pptri* 
nony. 

It  then  became  the  property  of  Lord  Stanley  for  life,  but 
Henry  VII.,  in  hie  3d  year,  being  desirous  of  possessing  the 
whole  of  the  estates  of  the  great  earl  of  Warwick,  recalled  the 
old  couBtesB  from  her  retirement  in  the  north,  and  restored  to 
her  (both  her  daugbtera  being  dead,)  all  her  late  husband's 
pogsesuons,  with  power  for  her  to  alienate  any  part,  not  with 
the  intent  that  she  should  enjoy  the  same,  but  transfer  them  to 
the  king,  which  she  did  the  same  year  by  a  special  feoffment, 
and  a  fine,  whereby  the  whole  estates,  consisting  of  1 14  manors, 
among  which  was  that  of  Dartford,  with  the  rents  of  assize  in 
Cbesilhurst,  were  passed  to  the  king  and  his  heira  for  ever. 
This  estate,  however,  continued  in  possession  of  Lord  Stanley, 
who  had  been  created  earl  of  Derby,  and  died  in  the  19th  of 
that  reign  possessed  of  this  manor,  leaving  his  second  wife  sur^ 
Tiring,  who  by  his  will  peaceably  enjoyt;d  all  the  manors  and 
luids  assigned  for  her  jointure,  by  the  Act  passed  in  the  Ist  of 
Henry  VII. 

Among  others  she  possessed  this  manor,  which  was  from  that 
time  frequently  called  Richmond's  lands,  as  will  be  seen  here- 
after; she  died  in  the  Ist  of  Henry  VIII.  holding  the  estate, 
the  reversion  of  which  being  vested  in  the  crown,  tJie  king 
became  possessed  of  it,  where  it  remained  till  Queen  Elisabeth, 
in  her  26th  year,  demised  it  by  the  name  of  the  manor  ofDari- 
fird  Chetilhwtt,  to  Edmund  Walsingham,  esq.  for  a  term  of 
twenty-one  years.  In  the  40th  of  that  reign  Sir  Thomas  Wal- 
singham had  a  farther  demise  of  these  premises,  then  called 
Richmond's  lands,  for  the  same  term,  under  the  like  rent  and 
covenants. 

King  James  !■,  in  his  8tb  year,  granted  to  Oeo^  and 
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Thomas  Wbitmore,  esqra.  of  London,  the  manora  of  Dartford 
and  ChesilhurBt,  with  thdr  appurtenances,  lately  demised  to 
Edmund  Walsingham;  and  they,  in  the  9th  year  of  that  reign, 
conveyed  these  premises  to  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham,  of  Scad- 
bury,  io  this  parish. 

Sir  Thomas  Walsingham  afterwards  sold  all  the  above  pre- 
mises to  Sir  Kobert  Darcy,  excepting  the  manor  of  Chesilbunt, 
■incfl  which  this  manor  has  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
aame  owners  as  that  of  Scadbury,  being,  with  that  manor,  ncmi 
the  property  of  the  Right  Hon,  lord  viscount  Sidney. 

ScADBDRYis  a  manor  lying  On  the  eastem  side  of  the  parish; 
it  was  a  place  of  some  note  in  former  times,  and  had  owners  of 
the  same  name  residing  there,  one  of  whom,  John  de  Scadbary, 
dying  without  issue  male,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  hi> 
daughter  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Osmund  de  Walmngham, 
descended  from  the  knightly  family  of  the  Walaingham's,  of 
Norfolk,  who  bore  for  their  arms.  Paly  of  argent  and  sabU,  a 
fct$  gules.  He  seated  himself  at  Scadbury,  where  bis  deKceiKl- 
ants  flourished  for  many  generations,  in  the  rank  of  those  gen- 
tlemen  who  were  of  the  first  eminei)ce  in  the  county,  and  ihe 
race  having  been  knighted  for  six  successive  descents  is  no 
small  proof  of  their  respectability.  Sir  James  Walsingham 
was  sherilf  in  the  12th  of  Henry  VII.,  and  left  two  sons, 
Edmund  and  William,  which  latter  married  Joyce,  daughter  of 
Sir  Edward  Dering,  by  whom  he  bad  that  famous  statesman, 
Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  who  died  in  1590,  having  been  twice 
married,  and  left  by  his  second  wife  an  only  daughter.  Sir 
Edward,  above  mentioned,  succeeded  bis  father  in  this  eslate 
of  Scadbury,  who  procured  the  disgavellment  of  his  lands  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  and  died  in  1549;  and  his  grandson. 
Sir  Thomas  Walsingham,  succeeding  to  this  estate  in  I6II, 
purchased  the  manor  of  Cbesilhurst,  as  already  mentioned. 
His  son,  Sir  Thomas,  however,  alienated  both  the  properties 
about  the  time  of  the  Restoration,  to  Sir  Richard  Betenson,  of 
Layer  de  la  Haye,  in  Essex.  In  that  family  it  continued  till 
Albina,  coheir  of  Sir  Edward  Betenson,  married  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Townsend,  to  whom  he  soon  after  sold  the  entire  feeof 
the  manors  of  Cbesilhurst  and  Scadbury  ;  for,  in  1760  they  be- 
came vested  in  the  Hon.  Thomas  Townsend,  afterwards  viscount 
Sydney,    The  ancient  mansion  of  Scadbury  has  been  many 
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^mn  in  rniris,  and  there  now  only  rpmainfl  a  farm-hoase,  erected 
from  part  of  the  building. 

The  manor  of  Chesilhurat,  with  Scadbnry,  has  a  court-leet 
ud  court-baron.  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  in  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, was  bom  in  this  parish,  and  most  probably  at  the  maii- 
tion  of  Scadbury. 

FsooNALL  is  a  seat  in  this  parish,  the  proper  name  being 
FiooFooL,  tbongh  it  is  in  general  called  Frognall.  In  the 
n^  of  Henry  III.  this  place  was  owned  by  a  fumily  named 
Barker,  and  thence  passed  into  the  possession  <^  the  Cressets. 
John  de  Cressels  was  a  great  beneractor  to  this  church  in  the 
leign  of  Edward  III.,  and  bore  for  his  a.Tmi,  tablet  a  fest  argent, 
between  three  chaplels,  or  j  and  a  descendant  of  the  same  name, 
m  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  is  registered  among  those  Qui  Porta- 
bent  arma  Antiqua,  who  bore  an  ancient  family  coat  of  arms. 

It  continued  for  many  descents  in  that  family,  and  was, 
ibout  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  conreyed  by 
Mle  to  one  Dyneley,  whose  descendant,  in  the  reign  of  James  T., 
psraed  away  his  interest' therein  to  Mr.  William  Watkins,  who 
^really  improved  the  mansion,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  alienated  it  to  Philip  Warwick,  esq  ,  a  faithfal 
■dherent  of  that  prince  during  his  troubles.  This  estate  then 
puKed  by  sale  to  theTryon's,  and,  being  thrown  into  chancery, 
«u  sold,  under  a  decree  of  that  court,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
TowDsend,  owner  of  Ohesilhurst  and  Soadbury  manors,  who 
tfterwarda  resided  here,  and  died  possessed  of  it  in  1780.  He 
>u  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Thomas,  who  in  1783  was  made 
bsron  Sydney,  of  Chesilhurst,  and  subsequently  created  a 
fucotint.  His  lordship  left  three  sons,  besides  the  viscount, 
and  two  daughters,  and  bore  fur  his  arms,  quarterly  first  and 
fourth  Townsheiid;  azure,  a  chevron  ermine,  between  three 
eseaihp  thetls  argCTa ;  tecond  and  third,  Vere;  in  the  centre,  a 
creiead  for  difference.  Creit,  on  a  wreath,  a  buck  tripping, 
lable,  attired,  proper,  and  charged  on  the  shoulder  with  a  cres- 
eent  or.  Supporters,  on  the  dexter  side,  a  lion  or  ;  collqred, 
ciained,  and  charged  on  the  shoulder  with  an  escallop  shell 
urgent. 

Caudbm  place  is  a  seat  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Che- 
ulhuTst  common,   rendered   famous  by  two  of  its  illustrious 
owners,  its  late  lord,  who  thence  derived  his  title,  and  its  for- 
»oi.  IV.  3q 


.-...Cc 


48S  HISTORY  OP  THB 

mer  posaenor,  frmn  whom  it  takes  ita  meae,  having  been  the 
great  and  learned  William  Camden,  one  of  the  roost  erudite 
writera,  diligent  antiquaries,  and  impartial  bistoriaoi,  that  his 
own  age  or  this  country  has  produced.  He  was  descended,  on 
his  mother's  side,  from  tlie  ancient  family  of  the  Curwen't  of 
Wirkitigton,  in  Cumberland,  descended  from  Qoepatrickearlof 
North  a  mbc  Hand,  as  he  himself  informs  us  in  his  Britannia. 
William  Camden  was  second  and  then  head  master  of  Wett- 
mioster  school,  and  in  1597  created  clarencieux  king  atumi, 
having  been  known  and  admired  by  the  greatest  ornaments  of 
the  literary  world,  for  those  works  wbicb  so  justly  entitled  bin 
to  the  great  character  be  obtained,  and  still  pretervee.  He 
retired  to  this  seat  in  1609,  and  finding  himself  gradually  decli- 
ning  with  infirmities  and  old  age,  no  longer  delayed  his  inten- 
tion of  founding  the  History  Lecture  at  Oxford ;  he  did  not, 
however,  transmit  the  gift  to  that  university  until  the  month  of 
May  1622.  He  died  of  a  severe  fit  of  illness,  Nov.  9,  1623,  in 
the  seventy-third  of  his  age,  at  this  mansion  of  Camden.  His 
body  being  removed  to  his  residence  in  London,  was  carried 
thence  to  Westminster  abbey,  in  great  pomp,  the  whole  college 
of  heralds  attending  in  their  proper  costumes,  numbers  of  the 
nobility  and  persons  of  the  first  distinction  accompanying  the 
solemnity,  when  he  was  buried  in  the  south  aisle,  near  the 
'monuments  of  Casaubon  aod  Cllaucer.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
Or,  afest  itigrailed  $able,  between  six  cross  cnsslets,  fitehet  of 
the  second. 

This  seat,  after  the  death  of  Camden,  most  probably  passed  la 
the  possession  of  several  intermediate  owners,  when  it  was  beU 
by  Harry  Spencer,  esq.,  who  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  one  Morrice, 
aa  he  did  to  Charles  Pratt,  esq.,  afterwards  created  baron 
Camden  of  this  place,  and  in  1786  farther  advanced  to  the  dig- 
nity of  Earl  Camden  and  Viscount  Bayham.  He  died  in  1794, 
leaving  one  son,  John  Jeffries  viscount  Bayham,  who  succeeded 
him  in  title  and  estate,  and  four  daughters.  He  bears  for  his 
arms,  SabU,  on  a  fess,  between  three  elephants'  heads,  erased, 
argent,  an  many  mullets  of  the  first.  His  erett,  am  elephant's 
head  erased  argent.  Supporters,  on  the  dexter  side,  a  griji", 
sable  beak,  and  fore  legs,  gules;  on  the  sinister,  a  lion  rampant 
or,  each  gorged  with  a  collar  argent,  charged  with  three  mul- 
lets sable. 
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la  the  lllhof  Henry  VI.  tfat  abbot  and  eonrent  of  Leenes, 
in  tbig  cMoty,  were  posKsaed  of  Ton o  ooubt,  ia  CbesUhunt, 
■owotUed  Towic  cocrt  farm,  which  was  then  exchanged  for 
8  teoenent  in  Plomated,  called  Pulham  place.  TbonaB  Wal- 
imgham  poaBOsed  Toi^  court  rn  «tn  7th  af  Sdmrd  IV.,  Can- 
Mance  hii  widow  succeeded  to  the  infaeritanee,  and  b^c  second 
bwband,  Joba  Oreene,  held  it  dnriag  the  minoritjr  of  James 
Wslsingbam,  her  son.  How  it  passed  from  t^  mme  of 
WalsinichaiD  we  do  not  6nd]  but  it  afterwards  went  to  tha 
Hodstdrg,  at  wbieh  time  it  bore  the  reputationof  aisanor.  '  In 
that  family  it  ctmtiniied  to  Edward  Hodsoll,  esq.  of  St:  Mary 
Cny,  who  diad  possesBod  of  it  in  nU4,  and  was  Siieceeded  by 
hk  son  of  tlie  same  ttame,  who  died  about  a  month  after,  nn- 
married,  npon  which  the  property  came  to  his  sister,  Mary 
MatUda  Hodsoll. 

Seaie  distance  wsatward  from;  Pn^nall  is  an  old  seat,  for 
tome  generations  is  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the  Farring- 
ton's.  'Fbdmaa  Patrington,  esq.' resided  there,  and  dying  in 
1694,  was  succeeded  by  bis  son  Thomas,  who  was  a  lieutenant* 
genera)  in  the  army,  and  died  in  1712,  tearing  this  seat  to  bis 
•on,  Thomas  Farrington,  who,  at  his  death  without  issue,  ia 
1766,  bequeathed  it  by  will  to  his  sister's  son,  the  Hon.  lord 
Robert  Bertie.  He  resided  there,  and  much  improved  both 
the  mansion  and  adjeiniRg  gronnds,  when  he  died  in  1783. 
witbont  isaoe,  after  which  il  became  by  entail  the  property  of 
Charles  Townshend,  esq.  only  surviving  brother  of  lord  ris- 
count  Sydney. 

CasaiLHUBST  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jcrisdic- 
TioN  of  the  diocese  of  Rocfaestert  and  deanery  of  Dartford. 
^e  cbarcb,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  consists  of  two  aisles 
and  two  chancels,  having  a  spire  steeple;  which,,  as  well  as  the 
nwfing,  ia  Covered  with  shingles. 

In  this  church  are  tbe  following  monnments  :  in  the  sout^ 
stile  for  the  Qolding's,  the  Tiadall's,  the  Owen's,  and  the 
Poynteil's  ;  and  on  the  south  side  a  monument  for  John  Rand 
and  his  wife.  In  tbe  great  chancel  a  memorial  for  Mrs.  I^ucy 
and  before  ^e  altar  rails  a  brass  plate,  with  an  inscription  (ot 
Riofaard  Carmarden,  eiq.,  aaothsr  for  Thomas  Wigg,  esq.,  and 
several  for  the  family,  of  the  Farrington's.  A  brass  plate  for 
Robert  Hicks,  a  memorial  for  Francis  Fox,  with  a  mnnuntent 
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for  the  Cunliffe's,  and  an  ancientaltar  tomb,  beariag  tbe  effigies 
of  a  priest,  for  Alexander  Porter,  rector.  In  the  north  aisle  is 
a  beautiful  monument  for  Lord  Thomas  Bertie,  captain  in  the 
royal  nary,  and  an  inscription  in  black  letter  commemoiKtire  of 
Custume  Drylande,  wife  of  John  Greene.  On  the  north  side, 
under  an  arch  of  alabaster,  an  altar  tomb,  of  Bethersden  marble, 
for  Sir  Edmund  Walsingham,  another  for  James  Walsingham, 
and  Eleanor  hia  wife,  many  of  this  family  also  lying  buried  in  a 
rault  beneath.  On  the  east  side  is  an  elegant  tomb,  with  aa 
urn  by  Rysbrack,  for  Roger  Townshend  ;  near  the  above  monu> 
ment,  with  a  vault  un^er,  for  Sir  Richard  Betenson,  bart.,  an<>> 
ther  memento,  with  a  pyramid  and  inscription  for  Sir  Edward 
Betenson,  of  Scadbury,  and  several  more  for  tbe  family  of  the 
Bertie's. 

The  church  of  Che&ilhurst,  in  the  I5th  of  Edward  I.,  «m 
valued  at  ten  marks,  and  in  the  king's  books  estimated  at 
.£16  3  6i,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £\   \2  4|. 

By  the  connntmon  o/'/n^tfir^,  it  was  returned  that  Cbetil' 
hur&t  was  a  parsonnge,  sequestered  with  a  house,  ami  nine  acres 
of  glebe  land,  with  two  tenements,  altogether  worth  £80  per 
annum. 

In  182)  there  were  264  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  ChesiJ- 
hurst;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  851,  females  735,  making 
a  total  of  1586  souls. 

Hayes  lies  southwestward  from  Chesilhurst,  being  formeriy 
written  in  old  deeds,  ffese. 

This  parish  is  but  small,  tbe  village  standing  nearly  to  the 
centre,  with  the  church  on  tbe  western  side,  and  about  one 
hundred  yards  distant  is  Hayes  place.  The  river  Ravensbome 
flows  by  the  north-east  boundary  of  this  parish. 

In  the  southern  part  is  Hayes  common,  on  the  edge  of  whick 
is  the  ancient  site  of  Baston  manor^  which  claims  over  the 
greater  part  of  this  parish,  subordinate  to  the  manor  of  Qrkat 
Orpinctdn,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.,  of 
which  manor  this  parish  is  accounted  an  appendage;  and  in 
the  western  district  lies  the  reputed  manor  or  farm  of  Pickhurst. 
The  air  is  very  healthy,  the  surface  rorming  a  valley,  runaiag 
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neariy  north  and  south,  with  the  ground  rising  gradually  tia 
either  side,  on  the  west  towards  Bpckenham,  and  on  the  east 
m  the  direction  oF  Bromley  comnion.  The  two  predominant 
toils  are  gravel  and  clay,  though  there  is  some  loam  and  sand. 

Thb  uanob  op  Baston,  mentioned  above,  was  formerly 
part  of  the  possession^  of  the  Squerie's,  a  family  of  eminence 
in  this  part  of  the  county,  which  bore  for  its  arna,  A  squirrel 
bmaing  a  hazel  nut.  One  of  this  line.  Sir  John  de  Squerie, 
was  seated  at  Squerie's  court,  in  Westerham,  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.;  and  a  descendant,  Thomas,  died  in  the 
I7tb  of  Heory  VI.,  possessed  of  this  manor,  as  well  as  that 
tdjohiiDg  of  West  Wickham,  who  left  them  to  his  son,  John. 
He  dying  without  issue,  in  the  4th  of  Edward 'IV.,  his  sisters 
became  his  coheirs ;  Margaret,  married  to  Sir  William  Cromer, 
of  Tuastal ;  and  Dorothy*  to  Richard  Merrin,  of  Fontels,  in 
Wiltshire,  who  possessed  both  these  manors.  The  manor  itself, 
of  Baston,  was,  some  time  afterwards,  sold  to  other  proprietors, 
though  the  site  and  demesne  lands  remained  in  the  same  tract 
of  ownership  as  the  manor  of  West  Wickham,  in  the  families 
of  Heydon  and  Lennard,  when,  by  the  marrii^e  of  a  female 
Imr  of  the  latter,  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Lennard,  they 
became  together  the  property  of  John  Farnaby,  esq.,  who  pos- 
•essed  both  these  manors. 

Thr  site  or  Bastok  KAyos,  called  Baston  court,  with 
tlie  demesne  lands,  after  several  intermediate  owners,  went  to 
the  name  of  Luxford ;  and  William  Luzford,  in  1795,  alienated 
Baston  court,  and  the  demesne  lands  adjoining,  to  Mr.  James 
Randel ;  bat  the  rest  of  the  lands,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
common,  were  by  him  sold,  at  the  same  time,  to  a  different  per- 
son, who  annexed  them  to  another  farm. 

Hayes  place  is  a  seat  in  this  parish,  situated  about  100 
yards  from  the  chnrch,  and  was  once  the  ancient  residence  of  a 
branch  of  the  family  of  the  Scott's,  of  Halden,  in  this  county. 
Sir  Stephen  Scott,  knight,  one  of  the  sons  of  John  Scott,  esq. 
of  Halden,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  a  eroii  erosslet, 
table,  kept  his  shrievalty  for  the  county  at  this  seat,  in  1648, 
and  his  eldest  son  inherited  the  mansion;  in  which  name  it 
remained  till  1757,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt.  It  continued  in  that  family  down  to  the  great  earl  of 
Chathaip,  when  this  estate  was  alienated,  in  1785,  to  James 
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Bond,  esq.,  who  Bold  it  to  ttie  Right  Hon.  Qeorge  Tiscoaot 

Leweham,  eldest  soo  or  the  earl  of  Dartnwath.    The  Right 

Hon.  William  Pitt,  the  celebrated  minister,  waa  bom  at  Htyes 

place.  May  28,  1759,  during  the  residence  of  his  father  at  Ait 

manor. 

HiYBft  is  ill  the  ecclksiastical  jurisdiction  of  Ae 
diaeete  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  pecutiar,  is  in  the  ^anenf 
of  Sboreham.  The  cbnrch,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  atands 
about  the  middle  of  the  Tillage,  and  ccHiaists  of  one  aide  and  ■ 
chancel,  haviag  «  tower  and  pyramid,  by  no  means  remarkable 
for  its  elegance,  la  Hub  edifice  are  the  follovring  atonuaients: 
in  the  chaacd,  oa  a  brass  plate,  the  figure  of  a  man,  habited  u 
a  priest,  for  Sir  John  Heygee;  and  another,  for  Sir  John 
Andrew.  On  a  stone,  a  ttnib,  conunemoratiTe  of  John  SeotI, 
esq,,  and  a  menortal  for  Sir  Edward  Scott;  oa  anotfaer,  the 
arnaofaBredgate impaling  Scott;  with  many  more  laemoriali 
and  inscriptions  for  that  family. 

In  the  l£»tK  of  Edward  I.,  dtis  oburch  of  ffcK  was  vt^ued  at 
tea  marks;  and,  by  a  conmOsioa  of  Inpttnf,  Kturaed  that 
Hayes  was  a  parsonage,  in?ing  a  house  and  sixteen  aeni  ef 
land,  worth  J£40  per  annum.  It  is  a  dieobai^d  liring  in  (be 
king's  books,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £i9,  the  yearly  tenths 
being  13b.  9id. 

£o  1621  there  were  eighty  dweUings  in  ^tie  pansh  of  Hi^res ; 
and  at  the  aaine  period,  wlien  the  last  census  of  the  popidetton 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhiUntant* 
were  as  follow  :  males  207,  females  222,  making  a  totul  of  439 
souls. 

Wbst  WiCKHAM  lies  the  next  pariah  frotn  Hayea,  adjoining 
the  oonoty  of  Surrey ;  it  is  so  eallud  from  its  sitaatioB,  and  to 
dietinguiih  it  from  two  other  parishes  of  the  tame  name  is  dm 
county,  having  derived  its  appellation  of  Wickham  from  the 
Saxon  words  Wic,  a  street  or  way,  and  hum,  a.  dwcUiag. 

This  pariah  adjoins  Surrey  both  to  the  south  and  west,  lying 
on  high  ground,  and  is  very  billy.  The  soil  is  varioae,  being  in 
Bome  parts  chalk,  and  in  others  gravel,  sand,  and  clay ;  the 
whole  thin  land,  containing  about  2500  acres,  moAl^  arable. 
In  the  oentre  of  this  parish  stands  the  court  ledge  and  church ; 
jialf  a  nile  nortli-west,  the   parsonage ;    and  about  midway 
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bttmea  the  charch  and  Beakeahatn.  north-wMt,  ii  the  tillage, 
baviDg  io  the  middle  a  house,  which,  soine  yaara  aigp,  was  the 
Ktidence  of  Sir  Thomas  Wilson;  he  alienated  it,  in  1773,  to 
Charles  HaaJtins,  esq.,  who  sold  it  to  Sir  Peter  Bumell,  sinoe 
created  lord  Gwydir.  At  a  small  distance  northward,  is  anotbef 
good  house,  which  belon^d  to  Charles  Waller,  esq. 

There  is  an  odd  custom,  called  Youling,  used  about  J^ston 
and  Wickham,  in  Rogation  we^ ;  at  which  period  a  number  of 
young  men  meet,  making  a  most  hideous  noise,  when  they  rtia 
ioto  ihe  oichards,  and,  encircling  each  tree,  proDoaoce  tbeae 
words : 

"  Stand  ffttt  root,  bear  well  (op  j 

God  tend  us  a  Youliho  sop; 

E'rj  toig,  apple  big; 

E'rj  bough,  apple  enow." 

For  which  ificaDtation  the  confuaad  rabble  expect  a  gratuity  in 
mmey  or  diink;  but,  should  they  be  disappointed,  they,  with 
i^t  solemnity,  anathematise  the  owners  and  trees,  with  alto- 
gether as  inaignificaBt  a  curse.  The  liberty  of  the  ducby  of 
Lancaster  claims  orer  the  manor  of  West  Wickham,  and  the 
Mssuage  and  lands,  called  Spring  park.  Old  park,  Frith'a 
voods,  and  Chamber's  grove,  as  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  dachy  court  of  Farnboroagh. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  this  place  was  held  of 
(he  king  by  one  Godric ;  William  the  Conqueror  granted  it  ti> 
Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  under  the  title  of  whose  lands  it  was 
eutend  in  Domesday  record. 

This  manor  afterwards  passed  to  the  possession  of  the  emi- 
Deot  family  of  the  Huntingfield's,  for,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
■tspfiears  that  Peter  de  Huntingtield  was  then  lord  of  West 
Wickham.  His  son  and  heir,  Sir  Walter  de  Hnntinglield, 
was  summoned,  as  a  baron,  in  Parliament,  in  the  37th  of 
Edward  III.;  and  before  the  42d  year  of  that  reign,  this  family 
terminated  io  two  female  heirs,  Joan  and  Alice,  the  former  of 
whom  manied  John  Copledike,  and  tlie  latter.  Sir  John 
Korwicb. 

On  the  division  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  was  allotted 
to  the  fnmcr,  whose  husband,  John  Copledike,  assumed  the 
armaof  Huntingfidd.  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  it  passed  to 
the  name  of  Sq'uerie'a ;  then  to  Richard  Scrope,  who  alienated 
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it  to  Arobrow  Crewacre,  who  transmitted  it  by  ide  to  Henry 
Heydon,  esq.  of  B&coDsthorpe,  in  Norfolk,  afterwards  knighted, 
who  was  the  bod  of  John  Heydon,  in  that  county^  He  resided 
«t  Baconsthorpe,  and  purchased  300  marks  of  land,  in  yearly 
rent,  of  which  d^tOO  a  year  was  situated  at  Wickham,  where  he 
built  "  that  right  fair  manor  place  and  fair  church,"  as  Leiand 
calls  it,  now  remtuning.  By  one  of  his  descendants-it  was  9xM 
to  John  Lennard,  esq.  of  Cherening,  who  seated  himself  at 
Wickham ;  and  he  died  in  1618,  leaving  several  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. This  manor  was,  by  a  female  heir,  carried  in  marriage  la 
John  Famaby,  esq.,  from  whom  it  descended  to  Sir  Charkt 
Famaby  RadcLiffe,  bart. 

This  building  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  by  Sir 
Henry  Heydon,  and,  although  it  has  undergone  considerable 
alterations,  still  retains  much  of  its  original  form  and  chs- 
racter.  The  structure  is  square,  built  of  brick,  with  an  octa- 
gonal tower  at  each  comer,  which  formerly  terminated  pyra- 
midically  above  the  roof;  but  now  the  whole  walla  of  Uie 
building  are  ornamented  with  embrasures.  In  the  window  of 
the  ball  are  the  arms  of  Sir  Henry  Heydon  and  Anne  bis  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Geoffrey  BuUeyn ;  with  the  arms  and  qnarter- 
ings  of  HuEsey,  and  several  other  coats. 

West  Wickham  is  in  the  bcclesiastical  juaiaDicTtoii 
of  the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Johh  the  Baptist,  was  bailt,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.,  by  Sir  Henry  Heydon,  patron  and  lord  of 
the  manor  of  West  Wickham  ;  it  consisu  of  two  aisles  and  a 
chancel;  and  at  the  west  end  is  a  low  square  tower.  The 
windows  of  this  church  contain  several  remuns  of  stained 
glass,  particularly  a  representation  or  a  skeleton,  in  a  kneeling 
posture,  with  a  label  issuing  from  its  mouth,  intended  to  repre- 
sent Sir  Henry  Heydon,  as  is  evident  from  a  helmet  and  aiiield, 
with  bis  arms  lying  in  front.  In  the  same  window  are  the 
figures  of  the  Virgin  and  St.  Anne,  with  some  coats  of  arms. 
In  one  of  the  south  windows  is  the  crest  of  the  Hussey's,  vis. 
a  boot  w.ith  a  golden  spur;  over  which  are  two  hands  holding  i 
human  heart,  with  this  inttcription,  "  Cor  mobile,  Cor  mobile." 

In  this  church  are  the  following  memorials  :  in  .the  chutcei, 
three  stones,  with  brass  pistes ;  another  for  Sir  John  Stocklou ; 
one  also  for  John  Langborne;  and  in  the  nave,  a  memorial  fst 
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ElixBbeth,  wife  or  William  Applebury,  of  London.  Tbe  north 
chancel  ib  solely  appropriated  to  the  family  of  the  Lennard'A 
tnd  their  deacendants,  whone  arms  and  quarterings  appear  in 
nomereus  places  in  this  edifice. 

In  the  15tli  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  West  Wiokham  waa 
filned  at  twenty-five  matkB,  and  is  eatimated  in  the  kinfr'a 
bookiati^ll  10  10,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  3  1.  In  1764 
tliit  living  was  of  the  clear  value  of  £300. 

In  1821  there  were  eighty-six  dwellinga  in  the  parish  ofWest 
Wickham ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  290,  females  265,  making 
a  total  of  566  souls. 

Kestoit  is  the  neict  parish  eastward,  anciently  written  Ches- 
Itfit,  the  sonnd  of  the  Saxon  c  being  ofteo  expressed  by  the 
letters  cr,  having  been  probably  so  called,  quasi  Cheskrtoni 
thit  is,  the  place  of  the  camp,  or  fortification  ;  but  the  Britons, 
pronounciniT  the  c  as  we  do  k  at  this  time,  it  tbenoe  assumed 
it«  present  name  of  Keston.  Some  ingenious  etymologists  have 
lancif  d  that  they  hare  discovered  therein  something  of  Csasar's 
name,  whence  they  would  have  it  termed  quaii  Keaar'i  Toan, 
u  the  Britons  always  pronounced  that  name.  The  liberty  of 
the  dnchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  this  parish,  as  being  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  duchy  court  of  Farnboroagh. 

Kkston  is  but  a  small  parish,  lying  mostly  on  high  ground, 
the  soil  generally  poor  and  thin  ;  but  in  the  valties,  eepecially 
towards  the  east,  rich  and  loamy ;  there  is  no  particular  village, 
but  two  clasters  of  bouses,  which  lie  at  about  a  mile  distant, 
north  aod  Math,  the  latter  bnilt  lound  leaves  green,  on  the 
mad  leading  to  Westerham.  There  are  several  good  houses  in 
the  parish,  which  belonged  to  John  Nesbit,  esq..  Colonel  Ktrk- 
pstrick,  Mr.  Yates,  and  Captain  Pocock;  but  the  principal 
mansion  ia  that  of  Hnlwood  hill,  sarrounded  by  much  rough 
groand,  on  the  west  side  of  which  is  the  ancient  Roman  camp. 
Near  that  spot  the  nver  Raveaabome  takes  its  rise  on  Keston 
coonnon,  at  a  amall  distance  to  the  west  of  the  catnp,  directing 
its  course  throngh  this  parish,  between  those  of  Hayes  and 
Bromley,  and  ao  on  to  Beokenham  and  Lewisham,  when,  ha- 
ving received  several  souiller  atretma,  it  passes  thence  through 
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the  town  or  i;)«pllVH'd.  wh«n  it  sooit  »Sw  empties  iUelf  iou  the 
Thames. 

The  remain*.  <^  tb«  tbovQ-i^sntiaacd  9AW^  aDqv£«tigD&bly 
the  finest  relic  of  antiquity  in  th^ae  partti  oofuista  of  »  labcb 
AND  ETROHO  FOBTiFiCATiON,  qf  an  obloQg  (bj-oi,  comnund- 
ing  an  e^tensira  view  on  ev^ry  aid* ;  tbe  aFc«  is  pititly  encloKd 
with  rsmpiierR,  apd  double  ditches  of  vast,  height  and  deplb, 
especially  on  the  south  and  west  aidss,  Mr.  Hasted  describe* 
it  as  being  nearly  tw«  miles  in  qirciunference ;  but  from  a  mwe 
reoent  exawina(40B,  that  appears  to  be  an  exa^erated  state 
ment.  One  sid^  of  the  ini\ermost  vallum  is,  by  admessuremeot, 
about  800  paces  in  lienKth^  Vestiges  of  ancient  fqundatioDS, 
together  with  Roman  tiles,  and  miscelUnequs  antiquities,  re- 
ferable to  that  people,  hare  been  Tound,  several  being  now  in 
the  posseieien  of  Alfred  Kemps,  esq.  of  Bromley.  Coins  of 
the  middle  and  \9vef  empire  hfivQ  likewis*  bewn  frequeaUj 
picked  up  by  those  whose  cvrioeity  has  led  thfv*  to  exantiiw 
this  interestkag  spot.  From  the  w<stera  qieiUire  are  thars> 
mains  of  a  plain  way  towards  the  spring  bead  of  tbe  rirot 
Ravenabourne,  which  lies  at  a  vety  staall  (glance  oa  the  nortlw 
west,  and  by  whioh  the  spldiers  were  well  supplwd  with  wa(er> 
It  ha»  been  ohserved  by  a.  very  tasteful  mi  judicious  writsi, 
that  "  the  bapd  of  tioio>  ttfid  the  wild  guuces  of  nature,  haia 
oonferred  on  these  ancient  bulwarks  a«  appearappe  of  the  moM 
romantic  description."  It  may  he  added,  that  the  Ticiiu4;yof 
the  metropolis  presents  few  objects  of  antiquity  so  graod  V><1 
curious,  and  yet  so  little  known  or  visited. 

Some  have  tnaattiued  this  w^s  the  eawp  wbj^  Juli«s  Ceaw 
constnicted  when  the  Britons  gar«  hira  the  last  battle  with  their 
united  foioes,  just  htfoie  he  passed  the  Thamn  io  pwswtof 
CaasivelauD.  If  so,  it  must  have  bad  great  additiom  (torn 
tine  to  time,  to  Wing  it  to  tbst  state  of  strength  and  as^iutivit 
which  the  remains:  >ow  poiat  out;  as  it  is  not  probable  that 
C»*er  either  had  time  to  eeet  up  such  a  work,  or  weuld  hnrs 
psascd  o«ei  in  silence  auch  a  stupendous  undertaJciag,  when 
writing  his  fttisous  GoaoAieittaiia*.  Othan  have  sitpposed  tbii 
to.  have  beca  the  renwios  of  the  Nmiomagui,  tbe  first  Rwsu 
station  fconi  Lendoi  towards  D^er ;  in  supportof  which  tbty 
ur^,  that  the  anoisnt  Rooiaa  road,  instead' of  going  thrMgh 
Dsptford.  SB  at  preseiit,  directed  its  oourae  much  mora atHilfct 
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tHj.  making  a  circle  l«  fttoid  the  nnrch«s  between  Lkmtveth 
lad  Deptrord,  which  t«fre  then  netirljr  impUMble,  lying  bo  very 
hnr,  »ni  the  river  not  hting  at  that  time  embatiked,  ihey  were 
vrerflowed  duving  Bpringtidet.  Some  wtiters  ha»e  conjKCttlred 
die  above  fltatioD  to  h«f6  been  abo«t  Bt<ointey,  And  others  a* 
ht  offaB  Woodcote  and  Croydon,  hi  Surrey ;  but  Keaton  being 
more  northerly,  and  eonsequetttly  much  nearer  the  direct  line 
fretn  L«o<lon,  to  Rochester  and  MaidBtonb,  Beemfl  a  more 
Kkcty  Bpot  than  either  of  the  above  places,  more  especially  aB 
Ihe  Dnmber  oF  miles  this  place  ia  distant  from  the  melropolia 
very  nearly  answer  those  mentioned  in  the  Itinerary  of  Anto*- 
oinas,  wherein  Nadomagta  is  described  ae  the  flrat  stalioA,  \en 
mihs  distant  from  London.  Now,  supposing  some  part  Of 
aDetent  London  stood  On  the  southern  side  of  the  Thames,  as  it 
ii  aid,  and  diat  the  Romans  computed  their  distaoM  from  the 
sxtretaity  of  the  suburbs,  it  wonid  not  be  mach,  if  at  all,  thrthet 
Ikan  ten  miles  distant  fVom  London ;  whereaft,  its  distance  to 
tkc  next  station,  VagrHaea,  tthatber  at  Soulhileet  or  Maidetone, 
vilLnat  ao  wsll  answer,  being  much  less  than  eighteen  nileS) 
llie  distance  marked  in  the  Itinerary  fVom  the  former,  and  oon- 
■i&rsbly  mora  from  the  htter  of  thole  placSs.  Many  of 
Uie  hamed,  among  whom  at«  bishop  Stillinefleet,  Somner, 
Barton,  and  others,  conjectnret  with  more  probability,  that  this 
■talioa  of  Ntrttonttigui,  wbs  at,  or  about  Crayford  ;  the  gronnds 
farwhiofa  opinion  the  reader  will  And  iu  die  description  of  (hat 
place. 

Mr.  Heralcy  observes,  in  his  Britamtia  Romma,  that  the 
gnmad  withiti  the  compass  of  this  fortification  is  loo  extensive 
fsrastation,  even  thongh  garrisoned  with  horse;  the  largest 
tkat  ka  knew  act  extaoding  a  tenth  part  of  this  compass.  He 
•ays  it  looks  more  lika  the  eartm  estiva,  or  auramer  qaarters, 
and  sneh  he  believed  it  to  have  been,  by  which  he  supposes, 
*ith  others,  that  the  station  ooald  not  be  far  distant. 

This  camp  has  bean  eonjeoturcd  by  many,  and  With  great 
probability,  to  have  been  the  place  where  Aulas  Plautius,  the 
pnstor,  after  hiaftmrth  action  with  the  Britons,  encamped  with 
biaforcea,  while  he  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  emperor  CUodiaa^ 
■s  mentioned  by  Dion.  Indeed,  the  contiguity  of  the  spot  to 
the  Thanes,  its  siae,  strength,  and  other  eirouinstances,  are 
I  that  tend  to  maki  tas  conjeettare  It  could  hardly 
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bare  beea  formed  for  any  other  purpote.  There  is  ftnothw 
Bmall  intreDchmeat  oot  far  diatant,  near  West  Wickham,  eaU 
up  by  Sir  Chriatopher  Heydon,  lord  of  that  maaor  in  thereiitn 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  coontry 
people.  There  are  alao  many  other*  in  this  county,  wbi^ 
appear  to  have  been  campa  and  intrench menta,  made  in  aocient 
times,  though  in  reality  they  will  be  found  of  much  later  date. 
Among  the  latter  are  aereral  constructed  by  the  lord  Cobham 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  in  the  above  reign,  in  pnnnance 
of  orders  sent  to  make  trenches  in  those  places  where  the  enemy 
were  likely  to  land. 

KuBTON  was  one  of  thou  manors  possessed  by  Odo,  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  under  the  general  enrrey  of  whose  lands  they  were 
entered  in  the  record  of  Domesday.  After  bis  di^race,  Gilbert 
de  Magminot  became  immediate  tenant  to  the  crown  for  thii 
property,  and  in  his  descendants  Keston  remained  till,  byfailnn 
of  issue  male,  it  was,  by  a  female  heir,  carried  in  marriage  to 
William  de  Say.  In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  it  was  possetstd 
by  "Sir  John  de  Huntingfield,  when  this  family  terminaled,  u 
before  mentioned,  in  two  female  bnrs. 

In  the  next  reign  the  property  was  in  the  possession  of  Sir 
Robert  Belknap,  who,  being  attainted,  it  became  escheated  to 
the  crown.  This  manor  was  soon  afterwards,  with  that  of 
Baston,  alienated  to  the  Squeries,  of  Squeries  court,  in  Wester- 
ham  ;  and,  after  passing  through  several  names,  became  vetted 
in  John  Famaby,  esq. 

HoLWOOD  HOUSE  is' B  Seat  which  takes  its  name  from  iU 
situation  on  the  hill  so  denominated.  In  1763  it  was  the  pro- 
perty of  Captain  Richard  Pearch,  who  settled  it  in  1709  on  hit 
niece,  in  marriage  with  Nathaniel  Gatton,  in  special  tail.  It 
then  passed  to  Peter  Burrell,  esq.,  and  thence  toone  Ross,  who 
passed  it  to  Robert  Barrow,  and  in  that  family  it  continued  till 
alienated  to  the  Ri(^t  Hon.  William  Pitt,  second  son  of  the 
great  earl  of  Chatham.  The  fine  woods,  the  variegated  groundi, 
oflateyeara  much  improved,  with  the  commanding  prospects 
on  every  side,  have  ranked  this  seat,  in  the  opinion  of  all  com- 
petent judges,  among  the  finest  Bttnationa  in  this  part  of  lbs 
kingdom. 

KesTON  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  arcblH- 
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•bop,  is,  u  saefa,  within  the  tfaofiery  of  abonham.  Tbe  ohurch 
staiKlt  on  tbe  Mnlhem  side  of  HoLwood  hill,  nearly  in  tbe  iniddte 
of  the  parish,  being  a  small  neat  building,  eontainiflg  one  aisle 
and  a  chanceU  with  a  cupola  at  tbe  west  end. 

In  this  ohurch  is  a  memorial  for  Christopher  Clerk,  arehdea-- 
coa  of  Norwich ;  an  inscription  for  Alice  Kay>  and  another  for 
Mr,  Dune  Colchester,  In  the  great  chanoel,  before  the  rails, 
a  tomb  for  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis  Lee,  gent,,  and 
another  for  Jane,  reliot  of  Bdward  Smith,  gent.  On-tbe  norUi 
side  a  memorial  for  Mr.  Richard  Hetherington,  and  on  the 
sontii,  within  tbe  rails,  mementoes  forJndiUi  and  Elitabetb, 
wives  of  Captain  Richard  Pearch,  of  Holwood  bill.  In  the 
west  window  is  a  shield  of  arma,  being  those  of  the  see  of  Can- 
terbury, empaling  or,  on  a  bend  axure,  three  ^arlerr  of  ike  fieUt 
betueen  iLt  cross  cronlet*  of  the  tecond.  In  tbe  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  this  church  was  valued  at  100  shillings. 

It  is  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  hooks,  of  the  clear 
Tslue  of  jE40  per  annum,  the  yearly  tenths  being  13s.  It  is  a 
rectory,  in  the  patronage  of  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  CaO- 
lerbary. 

In  1831  there  were  fif^y  dweUings  in  tbe  parish  of  Keston; 
and  at  tbe  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
ishabitants  were  as  follow:  males  114,  females  I3ti,  making 
a  loUl  of  252  souls. 

Fasnbosough  adjoins  Keston  eastward,  called  in  tbe 
Testiu  Itoffenti$,  Feamberga.  It  most  probably  look  its 
name  ftom  the  natural  disposition  of  the  soil  to  bear  fettrn,  the 
Utter  syllable,  berge,  signifying  in  old  English,  a  little  hill,  an 
etymology  well  suiting  the  place.  This  parish  lies  on  high 
grennd,  tbe  soil  tbin  and  poor.  The  village  is  situated  on  the 
high  road  from  London  to  Sevenoak,  having  the  chnrch  on  the- 
soath,  while  about  a  mile  north-east  is  Tubbenden,  The 
north-west  part  of  the  parish  is  much  covered  with  coppice 
woods,  among  which  is  a  hamlet  called  Brasted  green.  Aa 
annual  fair  is  held  here  on  tbe  I2tb  of  September. 
-  The  liberty  of  tbe  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  this  parish* 
the  manor  of  Famborough  having  belonged  to  that  dachy  from 
iU  first  erection. 
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pARNnOROVOri,  in  tfa«f«ignof  H«nry  1IL» 
been  one  of  the  feei  bel««ging  to  Sinxtn  de  Mwidbrt,  cttri  of 
Leicester,  who  b«Rg.el«in  at  the  baltie  «f  Erabhm.  im  the  49tii 
year  of  tbat  reigo,  fighting  do  the  pert  «f  tbe  banme,  hit 
•states  and  bonoiin  were  seized,  aad  given  by  the  king  to  hii 
SMoad  son.  Edmund  Pl>Dtag«nett  esrl  of  Laocasttr.  of  whom 
they  were  held,  uader  Edwaid  I.,  by  the  «iiuiWmt  ftsaily  <otdu 
Grandison's,  Otho  dc  Graadisoa  having  made  this  estate  his 
lesideaee.  In  tbe  27th  year  of  that  raiga  he  died,  leanag 
William  his  iMxitber  his  heir,  who  left  three  sons ;  of  whook 
Peter,  the  eldest,  ws«  a  kni^t  banneret,  and  died  wriUieut  issot 
under  Edward  lU.,  leaving  his  brother,  John,  bi^op  of  Exeter, 
his  heir.  In  the  18tfa  of  Edward  IIC^  Henry  earl  of  Lanoasur 
possessed  thia  msnor  after  the  death  of  bis  brother.  Thwass, 
who  had  been  beheaded  at  Pomfrst,  ia  tii»  15th  of  Edward  II.; 
he  had  been  restored  to  all  bis  titles,  and  died  in  X34&.  Urn 
•on,  Henry,  sucoaeded  to  this  mwior,  during  wboae  life  be  bad 
been  created  esrl  of  Derby;  when  it  oontinued  in  that  royal 
line  till  Henry  VII.,  in  his  1st  year,  broke  into  tbe  entail;  and 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster  following  the  succession  of  the  crewn, 
the  property  was  ta  the  possession  of  Charles  I.*  at  his  death, 
in  I64B.  The  royal  estates  being  then  ssiied  by  Parlianteiit, 
the  manor  of  Farnborough,  commonly  called  tbe  Duchy  Coart 
of  Farnborough,  belonging  to  tbe  duchy  of  Lanoastar,  was,  ia 
1652. surveyed. 

At  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  in  1660,  this  manor  again 
retaraed  to  the  crown,  and  continued  among  its  reveimei, 
under  the  jarisdiotion  of  the  duohy  Court  of  Lancaster,  without 
any  grant  being  made  of  tbe  same,  till  1766,  when  tbe  Hon. 
Tbomaa  Walpole  obtained  a  grant  of  tbe  property,  under  the 
aeal  of  the  duchy  court,  tbe  term  of  which  was  renewed  in 
1787,  to  James  Bond,  esq.,  for  tbirty^one  years  ;  and  he  passed 
away  his  interest  to  Thomaa  Cope,  esq.  of  Bexley. 

Faenborooou  hall  is  sn  estate,  which  appaaiv  to  bare 
been  held  by  Simon  de  Cbelafield  of  Siaien  de  Montfoit,  carl 
of  Leicester,  in  tbe  reign  of  Henry  III. 

John  Flemming  possessed  it  in  the  leign  of  Edward  I.,  whose 
heirs  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward  111.,  as  an«  knot's 
fee,  in  Farnborough.  This  estale  soon  afterttatds  went  by 
purchase  to  tbe  Petley's;  and  (hence  to  the  Peche**.  in  tbe 
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deueHdanta  of  wUich  Utter  it  wm  carried,  by  a  fuialfl  iMir.  to. 
John  Hart;  and  in  bis  line  it  renaarned  till  P«Tcival  Hart,  eaq. 
of  LnttiBgttone,  leaving  en  only  daughter,  abe  earned  it  iu  mar- 
liige  to  bcr  aqceBd  huebaad,  Sir  Thamea  Djka,  bart.  of  Ifore^ 
bim,  in  SueeeK ;  and  their  aaa>  Sir  Joba  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of 
LaUicigwae,  poueaaod  PanabwMgii  beU,  awl  the  aatatea 
Iwlongiing;  therein. 

ToBaBNDBN  is  wi  acwiwat  aent  in  tAia  diatrtot,  tbe  deaMan* 
of  wbiqb  lie  partly  in  this  parieh  aad  m  that  of  Orpington. 
Id  the  2Ut  of  Edward  I.,  it  wna  peaaessad  by  owaera  of  tbe 
Mtme  uroe,  as  it  appeara  that  Gilbert  Saandre^  4if  Orpingten, 
Atiiiatd  eeveral  pafoefn  of  land  lo  Jobo'  de  TaWMnden,  of 
FenwboTow^„  and  kit  aona. 

Aiief  tliae  fami^  brcaioe  aatiact,  it  paMed  to  tbe  Belkompa, 
one  of  whom  dying  irithout  iaaue,  it  went  to  Us  feui  eiatetsv 
when  Alice  marrving  Sir  William  Shelley,  he  became  entitled, 
by  rij^bt  of  bMWfflk  to  Ihiseatata.  I9e:Bo«n  afteratisnatedit 
tft  one  Pwiei,  wb»  eotd  it  tQ  %  Dalbon,  when  Anna  Dalton  oar~ 
ried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Aunaell  Scokettk.  whoae  soa  be- 
qiwttthed  it  by  »iU  to  Mr.  John  Wintnrfaara.  of  Loadon.  He 
resided  at  Tubboaden.  and  died  in  1673,  it  tlibn  pMsed  tohifr 
xnndsoB,  Caba,el  Bromek  who  dying'  in  1747,  h«  was  sucoeeded: 
\t>f  his  tMO  dkugbtan.  vt»  of  vIumb  married  Mr.  John  Ham- 
ntaod.  of  GhaUtam,  who  became  entitled  to  Tubbendena,  of 
wliioh  ha  died  peaaaaaed  ia  1774.  leaving  two  d^ughlera;  ane- 
■aarrying  —  Brovne,  eaq^.,  and.  ibe  otk«r  Jaiaea  Maiwell,  eM{. ; 
when  the  iattef.  ia  ri^ht  of  bia  wife.,  poeaested  thie  uaaaor. 

Fab»bi>(io0OU  iftin  tba  eoolb«iastioal  juRiaoLcxioH  of 
diediiKMeof  Riochestar  and  doann^forDattford.  The  ohuich, 
lAich  alitndl)  at  the  aouth-eMt  eod  of  the  village,  ia  dedicated' 
to  Sl  Gtlee  the  abbot. 

On  Deveaibier  26,  1630,  t^  fabrie  waa  rant  1^  a  violent 
ilonn  of  wind,  whiob  coaipell*d<  tbe  inhabitaota  to  take  it 
down.and  nbuild  it,  na  appeaia  by  a  brief  graoted  for  that  pur- 
poaeio.  tbe  17tk  of  Cbarlea  I. 

tn  this  cburck  ara  tbe  following  naonuments :  in  the  body, 
tm  graveatooea  for  Elicabeth  aad  Prancia  Wyatt ;  ia  the  great 
obaacdl.  neoaoiiaU  for  Eltxabetli  Broome  and  John  Broome,, 
caq  ;  and  on  the  north  aide  of   the  altar,  an  elegant  mural) 
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inonument  Tor  T.  Broome,  etq.,  with  Hver&l   more  lor  th&t 

family. 

This  church  is  ooly  a  ohnpel  to  the  adjmning  pariih  of 
Chelsfieldt  the  rector  of  which  is  imtitated  to  the  rectory  of 
Chelifield,  with  the  chapel  of  Famborous;h,  annexed. 

By  the  eommiiriim  of  Inquiry,  in  1650,  it  wan  returned  that 
Farnborough  had  been  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Cbelkfield,  and  vti 
already  fitly  divided ;  it  had  only  one  acre  of  land  and  en  old 
home  belonging  thereto,  the  paraonage  being,  at  mott,  worth 
only  ^0  per  annum. 

In  1821  there  were  ninety-one  dwelling!  in  the  parish  of 
Ftrnborougb ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nnraben 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  292,  females  261,  making 
a  total  of  553  souls. 

Southweetward  from  Farnboivngfa  lies  Downs,  that  takei 
its  name  from  its  elcTated  situation ;  the  word  Dmme,  in  Saion, 
bearing  that  signification. 

This  parish  is  but  small,  and  lies  among  the  bills,  on  high 
ground,  the  soil  poor,  consisting  of  clay,  mixed  with  chalk. 
It  extends  beyond  Northend  and  High  Elme,  almost  to  the 
foot  of  Pamboroagh  faill,  on  the  Sevenoak  road,  the  village 
standing  in  the  southern  part.  Petley's  place,  though  noir 
only  a  farm>house,  was  formerly  one  of  the  seats  of  the  ancient 
family  of  that  name ;  their  arms,  with  different  qaattoingt, 
are  still  remaining  in  the  windows  of  the  maiHioo. 

Near  the  church  is  the  dwelling,  formerly  called  Tsowmsei, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Outer;  end  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  ano- 
ther,  called  the  Gbbat  Hovsb,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
George  Butler,  esq.,  who  resided  here,  and  died  posaesaed  of 
the  premises  in  1783 ;  after  which  the  property  was  purchased 
by  Dr.  John  Thomas,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1793, 
leaving  his  widow,  lady  Yates,  surviving.  Her  daughter,  by 
her  first  husband,  married  Cholmondriey  Dering,  esq.,  who 
renided  there.  The  church  sUnds  on  the  east  aide  of  the  vil- 
lage; and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southward,  is  Downe  hall; 
farther  than  which,  there  is  nothing  remarkable  in  this 
district. 
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This  paiith  is  within  the  manor  of  Great  Orfnngton,  to  which 
it  is  an  appendage. 

The  hanob  of  Downs  coubt,  with  its  site,  in  the  leigoi 
of  Edward  I,  and  II.,  wat  the  property  and  residence  of  Ricbanl 
dfl  Dowite.  That  ftuaily  became  extinct  b^ore  the  middle  of 
tlte  next  reign  of  Bdward  Il[.,  when  the  Petle's,  of  Trowmer, 
ia  this  parish,  became  lords  of  the  same,  John  Petle,  esq.  of 
Trowmer,  baTJng  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  18th  of  Richard  II. 
John  Petle,  ancestor  of  this  family,  was  settled  at  Downe  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent,  tmo  bendt 
engrailed,  a  canton  sable,  in  whiah  family  this  manor  descended 
till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  John  Petle  left  fonr  daagh- 
ters ;  of  whom,  Agnes,  the  eldest,  married  John  Manning,  esq. 
of  Downe,  who  t>ecame  possessed  of  it  in  her  right.  His  des. 
eendaot,  in  the  reign  of  James  T. ,  alienated  this  manor  to  one 
Palmer,  whose  son,  in  1663,  sold  it  to  a  Glover;  whose  danghtei^ 
Diarrying  Junes  Gladhilt  Vernon,  esq.,  be  possessed  this  estate. 

The  seat  itself,  however,  was  by  his  son,  Henry  Manning; 
•pparated  from  ihe  manor,  and  sold  to  Sir  Francis  Carew,  of 
Beddington,  in  Surrey,  who  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Ellis,  of  London; 
from  wbom  it  went,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  to  Col.  Richard 
Sandys,  third  son  of  Sir  Edwyn  Sandys,  of  Norboroe.  Henry 
Sandys,  the  eldest  son  of  Richard,  above  mentioned,  was  of 
Downe  court;  and  his  son.  Jordan  Sandys,  esq.,  passed  away 
Downe  court  by  sale  to  Richard  Oldner,  esq.  of  Exton,  who 
alienated  this  manor  to  Thomas  Omer;  and  he  left  it  by  will  to 
his  grandson,  Thomas  Omer,  esq. 

DowWB  is  in  the  xcclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
Hoeete  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  pecsHar,  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Shoreham.  The  chnrch  is  small,  consisting  of  one  aisle  and  a 
ebancel,  with  a  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end.  Among  other 
RiODoneivts  are  the  following:  in  the  aisle,  a  gravestone  for 
Anne  wife  of  Roger  Know,  and  Anne,  wife  of  Henry  Powle. 
On  the  north  side,  a  mural  monument  for  Mr.  Robert  Durling; 
another  for  Mr.  Thomas  Know ;  and  on  a  gravestone,  a  brass 
plate,  witli  the  figure  of  a  man  and  woman,  the  inscription  in 
black  letter,  being  to  commemorate  Thomas  Petle.  Another 
tomb,  with  a  black  letter  inscription,  for  John  Manning,  and 
Agnes  his  wife,  with  several  others  for  the  same  family.  There 
are  also  many  for  the  family  of  the  Petle'e,  and  a  memorial^ 
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with  an  inscription,  for  Jacob  Verzelini,  born  in  Venice,  utd 
Elizabetii  his  wiTe.  or  Antwecp,  of  the  ancient  houses  of  Vto- 
biires  and  Mace.  On  the  north  side,  within  the  rails,  is  a 
gravestone,  with  an  inscription,  for  John  Bedecenden;  while 
the  eastern  window  contains  several  coats  of  arms  of  the  Man* 
ning's,  the  Paton'a,  and  the  Verzilini's.  In  the  north  window 
of  the  cbaticel  are  the  arms  of  the  Petley's,  and  the  relations  of 
that  family.  In  the  first  window,  on  the  north  side,  is  a  larice 
rose,  finely  coloured  in  glass,  parted  per  pale,  argent  and  gula, 
within  a  glory  surmounted  by  a  crown,  for  the  union  of  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster. 

This  church  is  esteemed  as  a  chapel  to  the  church  of  Uayei, 
the  rectors  of  which  are  now  instituted  to  the  rectory  of  Hayes, 
with  the  chapel  of  Downe  annexed. 

By  the  commission  of  Inquirj/,  in  1650,  it  was  retnrned  that 
this  parsonage  was  in  one  lease,  with  that  of  Orpington,  worth 
£34  per  annum,  and  that  the  vicarage  yielded  ^20.  This 
chapel  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king's  books. 

In  1821  there  were  sixty-nine  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Downe; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  populalioa 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow :  males  185,  females  155,  making  a  total  of 
340  souls. 

CowDHAM  lies  next  to  Downe,  southeastward,  and  is  called 
in  ancient  writings,  Codeham,Cudham,  and  Coldbam,  but  is 
now  generally  spelt  and  called  Cudham. 

This  parish  lies  in  general  on  high  ground,  and  is  very  hilly, 
the  soil  btit  indifferent,  being  for  tlie  most  part  strong  and  stiff 
earth,  mixed  with  chalk.  The  district  is  very  extensive,  being 
bounded  by  no  less  than  eleven  parishes,  and  contains  upwards 
of  6000  acres  of  land;  it  is  narrow  from  east  to  west,  towards 
the  latter  it  reaches  as  far  as  Skid  hill,  on  the  confines  of  Surrey: 
from  north  to  south,  it  is  nearly  four  miles  in  lenk[th. 

The  village,  containing  the  church,  is  situated  in  the  eastern 
part,  about  100  rods/rom  Chelsfield,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  high  road  from  Farnborough  to  Sevenoak,  the  spire 
being  a  conspicuous  object  to  all  the  surrounding  country.  The 
high  road  from  Bromley  to  Westerbam  crosses  the  western 
part  of  the  parish,  southward,   near  which  are  the  estates  of 
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Luzafed,  Southstreet,  Coirdham  lodge,  and  ApperfieM;  the 
southern  side  of  Leaves  green  (the  remainder  of  which  is  iit 
Keston)  is  within  this  parish,  where  an  old  mansion  exists, 
called  Old  Court,  or  Old  House,  having  been  the  residence  of 
the  Brazier's,  it  is  non:  called  Leaves  Oreen  farm,  and  passed  to 
the  widow  of  George  Butler,  esq.  There  is  mach  coppice  wood 
dispersed  over  this  parish. 

Cewdham  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  the  Bishop  of 
Bayeux,  and  was  held  of  him  by  Gilbert  Maminot,  being 
entered  in  Domesday  record  among  the  lands  of  that  ecclesias- 
tic. On  bis  disgrace  it  continued  with  Gilbert  Maminot,  who 
became  tenant  of  the  king,  as  two  knight's  fees,  being  parcel 
of  twenty-four  that  made  up  the  barony  of  Maminot,  Deptford 
being  the  chief,  the  whole  held  as  of  tfae  castle  of  Dover,  in 
eapite,  by  barony,  the  tenant  of  Cowdham  being  bound  to 
maintain  a  certain  number  of  soldiers  for  the  defence  of  the 
above  fortress. 

His  great  grandson,  Wakelin  de  Maminot,  died  without  issue 
the  3d  of  Richard  I.,  when  Alice,  his  sister,  conveyed  this 
estate  to  faer  husband,  Geoffry,  son  of  William  de  Say;  and 
dying  the  16th  of  John,  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  OeofFry,  one 
of  the  Recognitores  Magna  AtsiscB,  who  joining  the  barons, 
bis  land*  fell  into  the  king's  hands,  after  whose  death  they  were 
veetored  to  bim.  He  died  in  Oascony  the  14th  of  Henry  III., 
leaving  one  son,  William  de  Say;  who  succeeded,  and  was  con- 
stituted governor  of  Rochester  castle,  and  he  died  the  56th  year 
of  the  above  reign,  holding  this  manor. 

His  son,  William  de  Say,  held  it  the  23d  of  Edward  I., 
leaving  a  son,  Geoffry,  whose  wardship  was  obtained  by  William 
de  Leyborne,  whose  daughter,  tdonea,  he  subsequently  espoused. 
In  the  7th  of  Edward  11.,  he  was  summoned  to  Parliament; 
eight  years  after  which  he  died',  holding  this  estate  in  capile, 
leaving  Geoffry  his  son  and  heir,  who  was  summoned  to  Parlia- 
ment the  1st  or  Edward  III.,  in  the  8th  year  of  which  reign  he 
had  view  of  frankpledge  here,  and  obtained  a  charter  of  free 
warren  in  his  lands  of  Cowdham.  '  In  the  lOth  year  of  the 
same  prince  he  was  appointed  admiral  of  the  fleet  from  the 
Thames,  westward;  and,  in  the  27th  year  of  that  reign, 
named  Geoffry  de  Saye,  lord  of  Cowdham,  among  the  peers, 
and  again  aummoned  to  Parliament.      He  died  the  33d  of 
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Edward  III.,  leaving  by  hia  wire,  Maud)  daughter  of  the  etH 

of  Warwick,  William  de  Say  and  three  daughter*. 

William  de  Say  was  dunmoned  to  Parliament  tlje  37tl)  of 
Edward  III.,  and  died  the  47tb  year  of  that  reign,  )»%viqg  Johii 
hla  son  and  heir,  ifho  died  a  ward  of  the  kufg  ia  fh^  6tb  of 
Richard  11.;  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  poasowed  this 
manor.  She  espoused  John  de  Fallesby,  afterwards  knighted,  who 
possessed  his  wife's  inheritance!  but  dying  without  iMue,  she 
again  married  Sir  William  |Ieron,  Mho  held  Cuvirdhaai,  4nd  was 
lord  Say  in  her  right.  In  the  19th  of  Richard  II.,  be,  with  his 
wife,  levied  a  fine  to  the  use  of  themselre^  and  male  hei^s ;  four 
years  after  which  she  died,  when  the  m^nor  passed  to  Sir 
William  Heron,  who  died  the  6th  of  Heniy  IV.  The  estate 
then  devolved  to  her  heirs.  Sir  William  de  ChirfeoA,  gntodapn  erf" 
[donea,  elder  sister  of  William  de  Say,  last  qwntiocied ;  Mary, 
wife  of  Olho  de  WorthiQgtoo,  and  Matilda  her  s^t^r,  dau^- 
tera  of  Thomas  de  Aldon ;  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  next  sister 
of  William ;  and  Roger  dff  Fiennes,  grandson  ^f  Wijliam  de 
Fiennes ;  and  Joane  his  wife,  third  sister  qf  William  de  Say ; 
on  the  division  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  passed  to  Rogir 
de  Fiennes,  descended  from  John,  one  of  the  gr^at  favorites  ef 
William  the  Conqueror:  Roger,  above  nam«d,  bore  for  his  arm*, 
Asttre,  three  lions  rampant  or.  Ue  left  two  eoqtt  Riphapd  ami 
Robert,  the  former  married  Joane,  a  daughter  aod  ultimately 
sole  heir  of  Sir  Tliomaa  Dacre,  elder  son  and  Ifeir  of  Thonas 
lord  Dacre ;  and  on  that  account,  in  the  37th  of  ticfiry  VI.,  bt 
was  declared  lord  Dacre,  and  summoned  to  Parliarnant. 

Sir  Thomas  Dacre,  prsrionsly  mentioned*  (>yhose  daughter, 
Joane,  espoused  Sir  Richard  Fiennes,)  died  in  tus  father's  lifiH 
time,  leaving  two  brotbera,  Raaalph,  who  died  without  isftie, 
and  Humphrey  Dacre,  both  of  whom,  as  heir«  male,  were  sec- 
cessively  styled  lords  Dacre.  From  the  period  when  Sir 
Edward  Fiennes  was  created  lord  Dacre  disputes  arose  betirfpa 
himself  and  Joane  his  lady,  on  tlfc  one  part,  and  Sir  Hux^pbiey 
Dacre,  the  uncle  and  heir  mala,  on  the  other,  respecting  the 
lordship,  manors,  castles,  &c.  that  had  belonged  to  th#  Ute 
lord  Dacre.  It  was  ultimately  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  in 
dispute  to  the  decision  of  Edward  IV.,  who,  in  his  13lh  year, 
mude  provision  for  Sir  Richard  Fiennes  and  his  wife  Joan^,  vti 
her  heirs,  and  sundry  entails  of  uaanors,  as  well  to  lord  Dacri;  nf 
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the  North,  the  male  heir,  oa  to  Fennyi,  tke  lieir  general ;  a 
pedigree  waa  aUo  noted  for  the  lioe  of  lord  Dacre,  and  the  same 
pTKedence  in  Parliament,  enjoyed  by  her  grandfather,  were 
cMifinned  to  Sir  Richard  and  Joane  hit  lady,  and  their  heirfi, 
with  manOTB,  8cc.  in  dispute;  but  GiUeeUnd,  in  Cumberiand, 
tbe  seat  of  the  Vauz's,  wag  adjuds;ed  to  Sir  Humphrey  Dacre, 
who  was  created  baron,  with  next  piece  to  Sir  Robert  Fienen, 
and  styled  lord  Dacre,  of  Gillesknd,  or  the  North,  as  was  the 
oilier  of  the  South;  the  former  bearing.  Gules,  three  esealopt 
wgatt.  To  retura  to  Sir  Richard  Fiennes,  lord  Dacre,  be  was, 
by  Henry  VI.,  made  constable  of  the  Tower,  and  died  the  Ist 
of  Richard  III.,  when  he  was  intercod  at  Hursimooceanx,  pos- 
tessed  of  Codham.  He  left  his  grandson.  Thomas,  his  heir,  and 
a  daughter,  Eiizabeth,  married  to  John  lord  Clinton  and  Saye. 
Thomas  Fienes,  lord  Dacre,  of  tbe  South,  was  knight  of  the 
Bath,  and  summoned  to  Parliament  under  Henry  VII.,  who 
died  the  25tb  of  Henry  VIII.,  holding  tJiis  manor,  and  was 
alio  buried  at  Hurstmonceaux. 

He  left  Sir  Thomas  Fienes,  lord  Dacre,  his  grandson  and 
beir,  who  came  to  an  untimely  end,  for  when  chasing  the  deer 
ia  Sir  Nicholas  Pelbam's  park,  at  Lougbton,  in  Sussex,  with 
attendants,  a  fray  ensued,  when  the  latter  was  wounded,  and 
died  shortly  after,  and  though  lord  Dacre  was  not  present,  but 
in  another  part  ofthe  park,  (for  they  were  separated  into  difierent 
parties  shortly  after  their  arrival,)  he  was,  nevertheless,  adjudged 
^iltyof  tbe  murder,  and  suffered  death  in  the  33d  of  Henry 
VIII.,  having  passed  bis  twenty-fourth  year.  All  historians 
agree  that  the  rigor  of  the  law  ought  in  that  case  to  have  been 
tempered  with  mercy ;  as,  prior  to  tbe  accident,  he  was  a  noble- 
man  of  the  moat  promisiog  description,  but  his  estate  caused 
bis  destruction,  the  courtiers  having  exasperated  the  tyrannic 
monarch,  who  was  himself  too  prone  to  severity.  He  left  a 
■OD,  Gregory,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret,  who  were  restored  in 
blood,  &c.  the  1st  of  Elizabeth. 

Gregory  Fynet.,  lord  Dacre,  who  quartered  the  anas  of  Dacre, 
of  the  North  and  Fitzhugh,  married  Anne,  sister  of  Thomas 
lord  Buckburst,  when  dying  without  issue,  his  sislef  became 
bis  heir.  He  had  settled  the  manor  of  Cowdham  on  her,  who 
bad  then  espoused  Sampson  Lennard,  esq.  of  Chevening,  and 
tbe  heira  of  her  body ;  arid  after  his  demise  she  held  this  manor. 
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and  having  laid  claim  to  the  barony  of  Dacre,  it  was,  in  the 
2d  of  James  I.,  adjudged  to  her  and  her  heirs,  with  precedency 
as  enjoyed  by  her  ancestors.  She  died  the  9th  year  of  the  above 
prince,  leaving  Henry  lord  Oacre  her  son  and  heir,  who  died 
five  years  after,  when  the  estates  descended  to  Richard  Lennard, 
lord  Dacre,  his  eldest  son,  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  Arthur  Tbrogmorton,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Francis 
and  Thomas,  who  died  without  progeny.  He  afterwards  mar- 
ried  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Dudley  lord  North,  (who  survived 
him,  and  died  in  1698,)  by  whom  be  had  one  son,  Richard, 
who  assumed  the  name  of  Barrett ;  from  whom  the  late  Thoitiu 
Lennard,  lord  Dacre,  was,  on  the  father's  side,  lineally  des- 
cended, as  he  was  from  Francis  lord  Dacre,  by  that  of  his 
mother.  He  left  a  daughter,  Catherine,  and  died  ihe  6th  of 
Charles  I.,  holding  this  manor ;  on  which  Cowdham  descended 
to  Francis  Lennard,  lord  Dacre,  his  eldest  son.'by  his  first  wife. 
He  espoused  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Paul  viscount  Banning,  and 
had  three  sons,  Thomas,  Francis,  and  Henry,  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Fienes  lord  Dacre  dying  in  1662,  was  buried  at  Cheven* 
ing,  having  devised  his  lands  to  his  son,  Thomas,  in  tail  male, 
and  having  left  his  lands  iu  Cowdham.  in  jointure,  to  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  who  was,  in  1680,  created  countess  of  Shepey  for 
life ;  the  rents  of  assize  were  still  held  by  Dorothy,  dowager 
lady  Dacre. 

Elizabeth  countess  uf  Shepey  died  in  If>86,  when  her  elder 
Bon,  Thomas  lord  Dacre,  created  earl  of  Sussex  by  Charles  II., 
enjoyed  the  lands  of  Cowdham.  He  married  lady  Anne  Palmer, 
otherwise  Fitzroy,  daughter  of  Barbara  countess  of  Castlemain, 
afterwards  duchess  of  Cleveland,  and  acknowledged  by  Charlet 
II.  for  his  natural  daughter.  Dorothy  hidy  Dacre  dying  in 
169S,  the  earl  of  Suffolk  took  the  rents  of  assize  of  Cowdham, 
held  by  her  in  jointure;  and  in  1707,  the  earl  and  his  lady 
conveyed  the  manor,  &c.  to  Thomas  Streatfield,  esq.  The  year 
before  this  conveyance,  however,  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Catherine, 
the  infant  daughters  of  Henry  Lennard,  (youngest  of  the  three 
sons,  and  coheirs  in  gavelkind  to  Francis  and  Richard  lords 
Dacre,)  by  their  guardian,  laid  claim  to  the  moiety  of  this 
manor,  and  the  lands  adjoining,  so  sold  by  the  earl,  but  the 
earl  of  Sussex,  in  a  trial,  obtained  a  full  verdict  in  his 
favor^     From  Thomas  Streatfield,  esq.  this  manor  descended 
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to  bii  grandson,  Thomas,  of  Sevenoak,  esq.  who  poasessed  the 
Mme. 

Tue  MANOR  OF  Afulderpibld,  called  anciently  the  manor 
of  Apuldre,  and  now,  by  contraction  of  the  former  name, 
jipperfieU,  lies  about  two  miles  southwestward  from  Cowdhara 
church,  having  been  anciently  part  of  the  barony  of  Maminot. 
From  him  ihe  fee  of  this  manor  descended  to  Alice,  sister  and 
coheir  of  Wakelia  Miiminot,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
Geoffrey  de  Say,  of  which  family,  iu  the  reign  of  Henry  III,,  it 
was  held  by  one  of  the.  eminent  race  of  Apulderfield,  who-bore 
for  their  arms.  Sable,  a  cross  voided,  or.  In  the  11th  of  Edward 
11,  John  de  Insula  had  a  cliarter  of  /ree  warren  .granted  for 
tiii  manor  of  Apulderfield,  which  was  renewed  to  Stephen  de 
Ashway,  who,  in  the  38th  of  Edward  III.,  had  a  free  chapel 
inaexed  to  the  same. 

This  manor  continued  in  the  name  of  Ashway  for  many  gene- 
ntioDs,  till  it  became  by  purchase  the  property  of  the  Denny's, 
whoie  descendants  passed  it  by  sale  to  George  Dacre,  esq.  He 
uchaoged  it  with  the  crown,  whence  it  was  granted  to  John 
Lennnrd,  of  Clievening,  on  whose  death,  in  the  33d  of  Eliza- 
beth, hie  son  Sampson  succeeded  to  it,  and  died  under  James  I., 
(terising  this  manor  to  his  eldest  son,  Henry  lord  Dacre,  in  tail 
male.  He,  by  will  in  1654,  devised  this  injieritance  to  his 
eldest  son,  Thomas,  afterwards  earl  of  Sussex,  and  dying  in 
1662,  his  widow,  afterwards  countess  of  Sliepey,  possessed  it  in 
jointure,  till  her  death  in  1686,  when  upon  the  trial  before  men- 
tioned, the  earl  of  Sussex  obtained  a  verdict  in  his  favor. 

The  earl  of  Sussex,  in  1707,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Apper- 
field  to  Mr.  Thomas  Know,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1728, 
and  in  that  family  it  descended  down  to  Sir  William  Geary, 
hart.,  who  possessed  the  same. 

This  manor  paya  a  feefarm  rent  of  £3  1  Is.  per  annum  to  the 
crown.  There  is  a  place  in  this  parish  formerly  called  the 
manor  of  Bertret/,  part  of  the  estate  in  Cowdham,  given  to 
Gilbert  de  Maminot  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
From  that  family  it  went  by  marriage  to  the  Say's,  one  of  whom 
laid  claim  to  this  estate  under  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  before 
the  name  became  extinct,  which  was  about  the  time  of 
Richard  II.,  when  this  manor  was  annexed  to  that  adjoia* 
iog,  of  Apperfield,  in  this  parish,  in  which  state  it  continued. 
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Richard  de  CherrhoU  had  anciently  some  propertj  in  th« 
hamlet  of  Bertrey,  or  Bettred,  bi  it  was  afterwards  called,  and 
h*ld  the  receivership  of  the  manor  of  Bertrey  under  Geoffrey  de 
Say.  He  died  without  issue  male,  when  his  daughter  carried 
the  estate  which  be  held  therein,  in  maniags  to  William  de 
Manning,  who  died  in  the  17th  of  Edward  III.  He  was  son  of 
Stephen  de  Manning,  descencled  from  Simon  de  Manning,  who 
are  said  to  have  owed  their  origin  from  an  ancient  and  noble 
family,  that  derived  its  name  from  Manning,  a  town  in  Saxoay, 
whence  ihey  came  into  England  before  the  Conquest,  some  of 
whom  are  said  to  have  settled  in  Friesland.  They  bore  for 
their  arms,  Gutei,  a  crots  potence  or,  fiory  between  /otr 
eiaque-foilt  or.  From  him  it  descended  to  Hugh  Manoing, 
who  settled  at  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  left  two  sons,  whose  poa- 
terity  were  existing  till  within  some  late  years. 

CowDHAM  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdictior 
of  the  diocese  of  Rochester,  iMd  deanery  of  Dartford.  Tb4 
church,  dedicated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  consists  of  a  body 
and  chancel,  having  an  aiale  on  the  north  side,  and  a  cbapet  oa 
the  south,  with  a  spire  steeple  on  the  same  side. 

This  church  contains  the  following  monuments :  on  a  grave, 
the  figure  of  a  woman  in  brass,  and  inscription  in  black  letter 
for  Alys,  wife  of , Walter  Waleys,  with  the  arms  of  the  Waleys': 
in  the  great  chancel  are  several  memorials  for  the  family  of  the 
Brazier's,  of  0)d  House,  in  this  parish.  On  the  south  side  is  in 
ancient  altar  tomb  of  stone,  with  some  letters  cat  in  reliero 
within  a  Gothic  rose.  In  the  east  window  of  the  north  chancel 
appear  the  following  ancient  shields ;  first,  the  arms  of  England; 
second,  those  of  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke;  and  third,  quarterly, 
guleijondor^  fourth,  Waleys'. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  Cowdham  was 
valued  at  thirty-five  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  six  and  a  half. 
This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £13  2  6,  hot  is  a 
discharged  living  of  the  clear  value  of  £38  5  10,  the  yearly 
tenths  being  £1  6  3. 

In  IS2I  there  were  124  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Cowdham ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  censns  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  347,  females  336,  making  a 
toul  of  683  souts. 
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NocKHoLT  is  the  next  parish  sontheastward  from  Cowdham, 
iDd  took  its  nane  from  the  oM  English  words,  Noke,  a  corner, 
uhI  holt,  a  wood.  Tbia  parish  is  but  small,  and  lies  near  the 
■ammtt  of  the  upper  or  northern  ridge  of  Kentish  hills,  n^ich 
boDBd  the  southern  part.  The  Tillage,  which  contains  the 
church,  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  parish,  having  Shel- 
\ej'i  and  Norated  greens  to  the  northward;  the  east  and  west 
piTts  being  much  covered  with  coppice  wood.  At  the  former 
boondary,  near  Koceholt  podnd,  is  the  high  London  rOad 
through  Famborough  to  Sevenoaks ;  and  in  the  sontfaem  part, 
■war  the  summit  of  the  hills,  is  the  well  known  toll  of  trees, 
coinnionly  called  Nockholt  beeches,  which,  though  standing  in  a 
hollow  near  thirty  feet  deepi  are  seen  as  a  conspicuous  object  at 
I gt«at  distance  both  from  the  north  and  south.  The  soilis 
•w  poor,  being  in  general  a  stiff  clay,  mixed  with  chalk. 

The  boundaries  of  this  parish,  and  the  lordship  of  Okhott.  in 
the  3d  of  Edward  IV.,  stand  entered  in  a  ms.  among  the 
■rehires  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury. 

The  parish  of  Nockholt  is  within  the  manor  of  Great  Orping- 
ton, to  which  it  is  an  appendage,  having  been  in  the  possession 
of  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  hart. 

BxAHPTONS  is  a  small  manor  in  the  western  part  of  this 
pstisb,  among  the  woods,  formerly  possessed  by  owners  who 
pre  it  that  name.  Thia  place  became  by  a  female  heir  the  in- 
heritance of  the  family  of  the  Petley's,  whence  it  was  conveyed, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  by  sale  to  William  Quintin,  which 
^ily  afterwards  assumed  the  name  of  Oliver.  By  a  female 
heiress  it  went  in  marriage  to  St.  John,  of  Sevenoak,  who,  sur- 
^ng  ber  husband,  she  afterwards  conveyed  it  by  sale  to 
Thomas  Streatfield,  esq.  of  Sevenoaks,  but  it  has  for  many 
years  lost  the  reputation  of  being  ranked  a  manor. 

Srellbts  is  another  small  manor,  lying  about  half  a  mile 
iHttthward  of  the  village,  anciently  called  the  manor  of  Schottit, 
9t  OtkhoU,  which  name  it  acquired  from  its  situation  among 
the  oaken  woods;  ac,  in  Saxon,  signifying  an  oak,  and  AoA,  a 
wood,  the  a  in  ac  being  frequently  changed  into  o,  as  appears 
in  the  names  of  many  villagea.  It  was  anciently  the  property 
snd  residence  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Shelle's, 
or,  as  they  afterwards  spelt  their  name,  Shelley.  The  elder 
t>mich  subsequently  settled  in  Sussex,  where  it  still  remains. 
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Thomas  Shelle  possessed  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
writing  himeeir  de  Schottis,  or  Ockbolt,  aad  bore  for  bis  amu, 
three  etcalops.  His  descendant,  Thomaa,  was  of  tiaysum,  in 
Westerham,  whose  son  John  succeeded  him  in  this  manor  in 
(he  reign  of  Richard  11.  One  of  his  descemlants,  John  Shelley, 
esq  of  Hall  place,  died  possessed  of  the  manor  ofShelley'd.  or 
Ockholt,  in  the  20th  of  Henry  VI.,  and  his  heir  alienated  this 
manor  to  Sir  John  Charopneys,  when  k  waa  sold  by  ihat  family 
to  William  Qooday,  gent,  of  Suffolk.  By  a  female  heir  of  the 
latter  line  it  was  then  carried  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Richard  Fan* 
court,  who  sold  it  to  Richard  Atlnuti,  esq.,  of  London,  upon 
whosedeath  it  was  vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  his  gnuid- 
children. 

NoCKHOLT  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdictiok  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  but,  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop, 
is  as  such  within  the  deanery  of  Sboreham.  The  church  sunds 
in  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a 
chancel,  having  a  tower  steeple  at  the  west  end.  It  had  far- 
iiierly  a  spire,  which  was  blown  down. 

There  are  very  few  inscriptions  in  thia  church,  aod  only  one 
of  any  account  being  on  a  gravestone  on  the  north  side  of  tht 
chancel,  part  of  which  is  under  the  rails,  commemorative  of 
Francis  Collins,  minister  of  this  church.  It  was  once  esteemed 
as  a  chapel  to  the  church  of  Orpington. 

By  virtue  of  the  commUnoa  of  Inquiry,  in  1350,  it  was  re- 
turned that  Nockholt  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  bouse  and  tivo 
acres  of  glebe  land,  worth  ^4  per  annum,  and  that  the  U^hxi 
of  wood  were  included  in  the  lease  of  Orpington  parsonage. 

In  1821  there  were  eighty-three  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Nockholt;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  cenaua  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  215,  females  192,  mabinga 
a  total  of  407  souls. 

CiiELEFiBLO  adjoins  Nockholt  to  the  northward,  and  is 
variously  spelt  in  ancient  writings.  In  Domesday  it  is  writteo 
both  Cillitfelle  and  Cires/el,  eh  being  one  of  the  eight  Eogltsh 
aaptratx  not  known  to  the  old  English  Saxons;  in  the  Testut 
Raffentit,  Cilesfetd.  and  in  other  records  of  a  later  date,  Chd- 
leijhld,  and  now  ChehJUld.     It  most  probably  took  its  name 
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rmra  iU  cold  and  open  siluation ;  ceald,  or  die,  in  the  Saxon 
tongue,  signifying  cold ;  and/eld,  a  plain  or  field. 

Thia  parish,  which  is  large,  lies  in  general  on  high  ground ; 
the  village  contains  nothing  remarkable.  At  a  small  distance 
westward  it  the  court  lodge  and  the  church,  and  at  the  same 
distance  eastward  the  parsonage.  The  high  road  from  London, 
llirough  Farnborough  to  Sevenoaks,  crosses  this  parish  through 
the  hamlets  of  Qreenstreet  green,  and  Spratts  bottom,  to  the 
southward.  The  soil  is  in  general  very  poor  and  indifTerent, 
and  the  lands  let  at  easy  rents. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  the  manors 
of  Chelsfield  and  Qoddington,  over  the  woodlands  called  Charm 
wood,  and  the  rectory  of  Chelsfield.  These  estates  were  ac- 
counted part  of  that  duchy,  as  having  been  anciently  held 
Dnder  the  seignory  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  the  great  earl  of 
Leicester,  who,  forfeiting  the  estate  for  rebellion  in  the  49tfa  of 
Henry  111.,  his  lands  a^d  honours  were  given  bythekingto 
his  second  son.  Edmund  earl  of  Lancaster,  since  which  these 
places  have  been  esteemed  part  of  that  duchy. 

Chblbfibld  was  part  of  the  possessiona  of  Odo,  bishop  of 
Bayenx,  and  entered  under  the  general  title  of  his  lands  in 
Domesday  record. 

Ernulf  de  Heading  held  this  manor  of  Odo,  and  tve  believe 
bim  to  be  the  same  person  who,  in  the  Textus  Roffentis,  is 
called  Amulf  de  Cilesfelda,  and,  in  another  part  of  Domesday, 
Esbern  de  Cillesfelle,  wherein  he  ia  recorded  to  have  possessed 
the  liberties  of  sac  and  soc  for  all  his  lands  throughout  the  laths 
of  Sutton  and  Ayleaford. 

This  place  gave  both  seat  and  surname  to  his  posterity. 
Letitia  Domina  de  Chilefeld  is  mentioned  in  the  chartulary  of 
St.  Radigund's  abbey,  near  Dover,  as  having  been  a  benefactress 
to  tliat  monastery,  wherein  mention  is  also  made  of  Simon  de 
Cbiiefeld,  her  son.  He  held  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.,  as  one  knight's  fee. 

From  that  family  the  possession  of  this  manor  passed  to 
Otho  de  Grandison,  and  descended  down  to  Sir  Thomas  Gran- 
dison,  »  bo  died  without  issue  in  the  60th  of  the  above  reign. 

This  manor,  in  the  22d  of  Richard  II.,  was  the  inheritance 
of  Philippa,  granddaughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Guy  Bryan,  aud 
widow  of  John  Dcvercux,  who  the  same  year  married  Sir  Henry 
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le  Scroope,  of  Muhun,  Sbe  died  in  tbe  8th  of  Henry  IV.  po»- 
aessed  of  this  maaor,  leaving  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Robert  Lovel, 
her  Bister  and  next  heir. 

James  Boteler,  larl  of  Wiltshire,  afterwards  poaaeaaed  tbn 
manor,  and  the  advowBoa  of  the  church  of  Chelifield,  and, 
being  attainted  and  bebeaded,  the  property  became  vetted  in 
tbe  crown,  whence  it  waa  granted  for  life  to  Robert  Poyningi, 
who  died  poaaeased  of  tbe  eatate  in  the  9th  of  Edwanl  IV. ;  it 
then  reverted  to  tbe  crown,  and  waa  shortly  after  granted  to 
Henry  viscount  Bourchier,  earl  of  Eaaez,  to  h<^d  in  special  taiU 

In  the  I3th  of  Henry  VI.  he  bora  the  title  of  earl  of  fiu.  and 
died  in  the  2Sd  of  Edward  IV,  possessed  of  this  manor,  leaviag 
Henry  Bourchier,  bis  graodsoo,  heir  to  ail  bis  inheritance.  He 
left  one  sole  daughter  and  beir  Anne,  married  to  Sir  William 
Parre,  lorH  Parre,  of  Kendal,  and  afterwards  earl  of  Esaex.aad 
marquis  of  Northampton,  which  marri^e  was  annulled  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  the  £th  of  Edwanl  VI. 

Under  Henry  VI  If.  this  manor  naa  vested  in  the  crown,  and 
held  by  James  Walsingham.  whose  son  Francis  parted  with  hii 
interest  in  the  4th  of  Edward  VI.  to  Robert  Giles,  being  held 
of  the  king  in  eapite,  as  of  his  duchy  of  Lancaster.  His  de- 
scendant sold  it  to  Captain  Lee,  of  London,  whence,  passing 
through  many  names,  it  became  ultimately  vested,  in  1793,  in 
tbe  widow  of  Brass  Crosley,  esq-  The  messuage,  called  tbe 
Great  Court  Lodge,  in  Chelsfield ,  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Fam- 
borough,  commonly  called  the  Duchy  court,  by  the  ywarlyreat 
of  eighteen  pence. 

GoDDiNOTON  is  a  small  manor  in  this  pi^sh.  anciently  one 
of  the  seata  of  a  family  of  the  same  name,  which  had  another 
mansion  at  Great  Chart,  in  tfaia  county.  Simon  de  Godyngton 
held  this  place  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  hie  deacendant, 
William,  paid  aid  for  the  manor  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III. 
In  the  26th  year  of  that  reign  a  fine  was  levied  between  Henry 
duke  of  Lancaster  and  Henry  de  Sooland,  of  three  luiight's 
fees,  which  the  latter  held  of  the  dnke  in  ChelLesfield,  Psm- 
borough,  and  Strode. 

Alan  de  Godyngton  was  in  the  possession  of  tbe  propniy  in 
the  3d  of  Henry  IV.,  and  then  paid  aid  for  the  same,  on  the 
marriage  of  Blanch,  the  king's  eldest  daughter,  as  one  knight's 
fee. 
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When  that  family  became  extinct,  the  manor  psBsed  to  the 
pouetsion  of  the  family  of  the  Poyninf^s',  and  Robert,  younger 
son  of  Robert  lord  Poynings,  died  possessed  of  it  under 
Edward  IV.,  leaving  Edward  his  son,  who,  being  very  loyai 
towards  Henry  earl  of  Richmond,  after  the  battle  of  Bosworth 
field,  was  much  farored  both  by  him  and  Henry  V[ll.  He 
died  in  the  14th  of  the  latter  reign,  having  had  one  son,  who 
died  during  his  life,  when  his  estates  became  escheated  to  the 
crown. 

This  property  was  afterwards  vested  in  the  name  of  Hadden, 
a  family  of  some  account,  as  appears  by  the  register  of  their 
arms,  viz.  a  leg,  cooped  and  wotinded.  It  continued  in  this 
family  for  several  generations,  when  it  passed  into  the  possesaioD 
of  the  Styles's,  one  of  whom  passed  it  away,  about  1736,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Aynscomb,  and  her  son  alienated  it  to  James  Harris^ 
gent. ,  who  resided  there. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  inanor,  the  tenants  being  all 
free. 

Hewats,  or  as  it  is  now  called  Hewits,  is  another  smalt 
manor,  which  had  once  owners  of  that  name.  Jeffryde  Hewat 
possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  after  which  it  was,  for 
many  descents,  the  property  of  the  Petley's,  at  Downe.  In 
1788  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Petley  possessed  it,  but  the  mansion 
house  with  the  lands,  called  Hewits,  have  been  long  separated 
from  this  family,  and  some  few  years  back,  belonged  to  Mr. 
Jftmes  Roadeau,  who  sold  them  to  Mr.  Fuller  and  be  resided 
theT«. 

A  cODTt-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

NoasTBD  is  a  small  manor,  extending  into  the  pariahes  of 
Cowdham  and  Paroborough ;  it  was,  in  ancient  times,  part  of 
the  estate  possessed  by  the  family  of  the  Qrandison's,  and  pur- 
chased of  Otho  de  Orandison,  by  Simon  de  Francis,  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  London. 

Id  the  reign  of  Hrary  IV.  the  family  became  extinct,  and  the 
manor  was  possessed  by  one  Unedall,  or  Udall,  a  descendant  of 
whom,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  passed  away  this  manor  by 
(ale  to  John  Shelley,  of  Hall  place,  in  Bexley.  It  then  passed 
to  the  Lennard's  lords  Bscres,  from  whom  it  was  conveyed, 
under  James  I.,  to  lady  Wolriche,  who  settled  it  on  her 
kinsman,    Mr.  Skeggs,  of  Huntingdonshire.     In  1784  it  was 
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alienated  to  Godfrey  Lees  Parrant,  eeq-  of  Widmore,  near 
Bromley,  whose  only  daughter,  Margaret,  married  George 
Bensted,  eeq.  by  whoin  she  had  two  sons,  George  and  Thomas. 
He  survived  her,  and,  in  1796,  in  pursuance  of  the  desire  of 
Elizabeth  Farrant,  of  London,  spinster,  sister  of  the  said 
Godfrey,  obtained  the  king's  licence  for  him  and  his  issue,  to 
take  and  use  the  surname  and  arms  of  Farrant,  only,  the  heir  of 
whom  was  of  Norsted,  and  owned  this  estate. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Chblsfield  is  in  the  ecclbsiasticai.  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  small,  and  consists  of  one  aisle,  > 
chancel,  and  a  small  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  John, 

Among  other  monuments  are  the  following:  in  the  great 
chancel  a  brass  plate,  representing  the  figure  of  a  priest,  for 
William  Rodbroke,  rector  of  this  church;  another  for  Alice, 
wife  of  Thomas  Bray :  on  an  adjoining  alone  a  memorial  for 
ThoDina  Skeggs,  junior;  above  which  is  a  shield  of  arms  for 
Thomas  Skeggs ;  and,  on  the  south  side,  before  the  attar  raili, 
a  memorial  for  Roger  Qoodday  ;  on  the  south  side  of  the  a)ur, 
a  tablet  and  inscription  for  three  rectors,  named  Smith,  grand- 
father, father,  and  son;  on  the  south  side  at  the  west  end  of 
the  chancel,  a  tomb  for  Thomas  Brown;  another  fine  mural 
monument  of  alabaster,  with  the  figures  of  a  man  and  woman 
kneeling,  beneath  which,  on  a  table,  is  an  inscription  for  Joha 
Coullertjadjoiningstandsasmall  mural  monument  with  thefignre 
of  a  child  resting  on  a  cushion,  bearing  an  inscription  for  Peter, 
eldest  son  of  Sir  Peler  Heyman,  of  Sellinge  :  on  the  north  side 
'is  a  monument  indicating  in  that  family  vault  lie  the  remains 
of  the  Norton's ;  a  gravestone  for  Thomas  Fothergill,  of  Lincolu's 
Inn,  and  Mary  his  wife;  and  a  memorial  for  Nicholas  Hughes, 
with  the  arms  above. 

In  the  I5lh  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  Chelsfield  was  valued 
at  thirty  marks,  and  stood  in  the  king's  books  at  £24  14  2, 
the  yearly  tenths  being  £2  9  5, 

By  the  commitsion of  Jnquirj/ it  was  returned,  that  Chelsfield 
was  a  parsonage,  worth  in  all  £80  per  annum ;  and  that  Pam- 
borough  was  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Chelsfield,  then  divided. 

In  1821  there  were  128  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  ChelsGeld; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  (be  last  census  of  the  population 
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was  taken  by  order  of  Pdrliaraent.  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  413,  females  3)8,  making  a  total  of  756 
souls. 

OapiHQToN  adjoins  Chelsfield  to  the  northward,  the  name 
being  a  corruption  from  the  original,  which  was  Oorpentune,  a 
denomination  partly  British,  and  pjrtly  Saxon,  signifying  the 
village  or  street  where  the  head  or  spring  of  water  rises.  In 
Domesday  it  is  called  Orptnlun,  and  in  old  deeds  and  cbarters, 
Orpyntone  and  Orpedinglune. 

This  parish  is  very  extensive;  the  village,  which  is  populous, 
lies  in  the  valley,  having  the  church  and  Mr.  Carew's  house  on 
the  east  side ;  and  near  the  same,  to  the  northward,  is  the  house 
of  Barkharl.  On  the  hills,  at  the  eastern  extremity,  is  Elast 
hall;  and  westward,  amonv  the  woods,  the  manor  of  Crofton. 
At  Newell,  west  of  the  village,  is  the  river  Cray,  so  called  from 
the  Saxon  word  Crecca,  signifying  a  little  broolc  or  rivulet, 
which  running  hence,  almost  due  north,  passes  through  the 
several  parishes  of  Cray  (to  which  it  gives  name,)  to  Baxley  and 
Crayford,  where  it  crosses  the  London  road,  and  joins  the  river 
Darent,  below  Dartford,  whence  it  flows,  in  one  channel  with 
that  stream,  into  the  Thames,  nearly  opposite  Purfleet,  in  Essex. 

A  small  part  of  this  parish  is  in  the  liberty  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster,  and  the  residue  in  that  of  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, which  claims  over  the  manor  of  Orpington. 

Thb  manor  or  Orpinoton,  otherwise  called  Orpington 
Magna,  extends  likewise  over  the  parishes  of  Hayes,  Downe, 
Nockholt,  and  St.  Mary  Cray,  accounted  appendages  thereto. 
In  1032,  Badsy,  a  priest,  with  the  consent  of  King  Canute  and 
Elgife  his  queen,  gave  his  land  at  Orpedingtune  to  the  monas- 
tery of  Christ  church,  in  Canterbury,  to  God'd  servants,  for 
garment  land . 

Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  among  other  acts  of  tyranny,  seized 
tbia  manor'from  Christ  church  ;  which,  however,  he  did  not 
long  retain,  being  restored  to  that  church  by  the  assembly  held 
in  1076,  at  Pinenden  heath. 

King  John  granted  a  weekly  market  for  this  manor;  and 
Edward  II.,  in  his  lOth  year,  confirmed  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors free  warren  in  their  demesne  lands  in  Orpington.  In 
this  state  it  continued  till  the  dissolution  of   the  monastery. 
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under  Henry  VIII.,  when,  being  surrendered,  it  was  granted  to 
Percival  Hart,  esq.  of  Lullingstone,  from  whom  it  lineally 
descended  to  Percival  Hart,  esq.,  who  leaving  an  only  daughter 
and  heir,  she  carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  her  second  hus- 
band. Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  of  Horeham,  in  Sussex,  whose  only 
BurvivinfT  son.  Sir  John  Dixon   Dvke.  hart,  of  Lulliafrstone. 
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Sbetley^and  Anne,  to  Sir  Robert  Wottoo,  who  soon  after  passed 
it  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  and  he  conveyed  it  to  the  hospital  of 
the  Savoy,  in  London ;  whence  it  passed  to  St.  Thomas's  hos- 
pital, in  Southwark,  in  which  it  became  vested.  There  was  a 
fnt  chapel  at  this  place,  called  Rufferth  chantry,  suppressed  by 
the  Act  of  the  1st  of  Edward  VI.,  which  was  distant  two 
miles  from  the  parish  church :  when,  upon  a  survey  taken,  it 
appeared  that  there  was  a  flood  between  them,  whereby  the 
people  of  Crofton  were  prevented  from  goii^  thither ;  and 
that  there  were  two  chantries  in  this  chapel. 

Maxfibld  place  is  a  seat  on  the  west  side  of  the  viirage 
of  Orpington,  being  the  site  of  the  small  manor  of  Little 
Orpington,  otherwise  Mayfield.  The  name  of  Mayiield,  or 
Mayvil,  being  its  most  ancient  and  proper  designation,  was 
acquired  from  a  family  which  formerly  held  it.  Philip  de 
Malevill,  or  Mayvil,  held  this  manor,  in  the  13th  of  King  John, 
of  Richard  de  Rokesley,  who  held  it  of  the  archbishop  as  the 
fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee ;  Malgerius  de  Rokesle,  ancestor 
of  Richard,  held  it  of  the  archbishop  by  knight's  service  in 
the  reign  of  the  Conqueror ;  and  in  the  general  survey  of 
Domesday  it  was  entered  under  the  title  of  lands  held  of  the 
archbishop. 

When  the  family  of  Mayfield  quitted  the  possession  of  this 
manor  we  do  not  find,  but  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  the 
family  of  Rokesley  held  it,  as  John,  a  descendant,  conveyed  it 
to  Sir  John  Peche,  who  dying  without  issue,  his  sister  passed 
it  in  marriage  to  John  Hart,  esq.,  from  whom  it  descended  to 
William  Hart,  esq.,  who  died  in  1671. 

Sir  Fisher  Tench  possessed  this  property  in  the  reign  of 
George  I.,  who  dying  in  1763,  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Sir 
Nathaniel  Tench,  where  it  remained  till  carried  in  marriage  by 
a  female  beir  to  Richard  Glode,  esq.,  who  afterwards  resided 
there. 

A  court- baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Easthall  is  a  manor  here,  so  called  from  its  situation  near 
the  eastern  bounds  of  the  parish,  though  great  part  of  the 
lands  lie  in  St.  Mary  Cray. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  Chellesfield,  from  which  it  passed,  before  the  con* 
clnaioD  of  that  reign,  to  Otho  de  Grandison,  whose  descend- 
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ant.  Sir  Thomas,  di«d  in  the  dOth  of  Edwaid  III,  poauwed  of 
this  manor;  it  then  paBsed  in  the  same  line  of  owaeTBhip%i 
that  of  Chellesfield,  Uabel,  widow  of  Henry  Tiacoimt  Bour- 
chier,  dying  possessed  of  both. 

In  the  following  reign  of  Henry  VII.  this  luanor  apj^ra  to 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Edward  Poyniogs,  s-c, 
who  died  holding  it  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VIII.  On  hi*  deqUi 
it  was  granted  by  that  monarch  to  Sir  Thomas  Cromwell, 
afterwards  earl  of  Essex,  on  whose  attainder  it  became  igaia 
vested  in  the  crown,  and  so  continued  till  the  king  granted  the 
property  to  Sji-  Martin  Bowes,  .to  hold  ts  capite,  who  alienated 
it,  under  Edward  VI.,  to  Sir  Percival  Hart,  one  of  whose 
daughters  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  second  husband,  Sit 
Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham,  in  Sussex }  and  their  only 
SOD,  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart  of  LulHogstooe,  afterwards 
possessed  the  estate.  From  the  Escheat  Rolls  it  appeara, 
under  date  of  the  28th  of  Edward  III.,  that  Augustine 
Walleys  then  held  premises,  called  Bu£kiert,  in  Orpington. 
Edward  VI.,  in  his  5th  year,  granted  a  messuage,  formerly  Je 
la  Hays,  in  Orpington,  to  Edward  lord  Clinton  and  Saye ;  and 
the  Hon.  Richard  Spencer,  son  of  Robert  lord  Spencer,  af 
Wormleighton,  was  possessed  of  a  seat  in  Orpington,  where  he 
resided  ;  he  died  in  1631,  leaving  two  daughters,  Mary,  mar- 
ried to  William  Gee,  of  Yorkshire;  and  Margaret,  to  John 
Venables,  of  Cheshire,  who  became  his  heirs.  William  Gee 
held  this  property  in  right  of  bis  wife,  in  which  line  it  des- 
cended until  I79I,  when  leaving  two  eons,  the  eldest  pos- 
sessed this  seat,  who,  prior  to  his  father's  decease,  took  the 
arms  and  name  of  Carew,  and,  in  1794,  served  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  resided  here. 

Ohpington  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar,  in  the  deanery  of 
Shoreham.  The  church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  small, 
consisting  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel  at  the  east  end,  the 
screen  between  them  presenting  a  curious  Gothic  carving  in 
oak,  in  excellent  preservation  ;  the  spire  and  part  of  the  tower 
are  shingled.  On  the  north  side  of  the  inner  portal,  at  the 
west  end,  is  a  tomb  in  the  wall,  under  a  stone  arch,  curiously 
ornamented,  beneath  which  is  an  altar  tomb,  now  boarded 
over  to  form  a  seat.    The  entrance  or  west  door  is  of  Norman 
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vchileeture,  as  Appears  from  the  embellishments,  and  the 
BODameniB  are  as  follow :  on  a  board  affixed  to  the  screen,  a 
Rumento  for  one  Olifer,  third  son  of  Thomas  Watts,  vicar  ; 
in  the  great  chancel,  a  tomb  for  Richard  Gee,  esq.  and  his 
wife  PhiHppa;  on  a  gravestone,  a  black  letter  legend  for 
WtUiam  Gulby,  esq. ;  another,  near  the  altar,  on  a  brass  pUte, 
with  the  figure  of  a  priesf,  for  Thomas  Wilkynson,  a.m.,  pre- 
bend of  Rippon.  A  mural  monument  for  Richard  Spencer, 
with  many  others  for  the  same  family.  In  the  north  chancel, 
a  tomb  belonging  to  the  seat  called  Barkhart,  in  this  parish; 
■  gravestone,  with  the  figure  of  a  priest,  for  John  Gorer,  vicar; 
and  upon  two  truss  stones,  at  the  entrance  of  the  chancel,  are 
the  following  arms :  first,  a  chevron  between  three  trefoils:  second, 
« the  former,  impaling  a  bend  on  a  chief,  two  mullets  pierced. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  the  church  of  Orpington  was 
ntiiDftted  at  sixty  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  eight. 

In  1821  there  were  129  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Orping- 
ton;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  410,  females  344,  making  a 
total  of  764  soula. 

St.  Mart  Cray  lies  next  parish  northward,  anciently  called 
South  Cray,  as  being  most  southerly  of  the  parishes  in  this  dis- 
trict. As  early  as  the  period  of  Edward  I.  it  was  known  by 
its  present  name.  The  parish  occupies  a  valley  close  to  the 
rifer  Cray ;  end  near  its  western  banks  is  the  populous  village, 
consisting  of  a  street  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  having  the 
(^arch  eastward ;  the  market  continued  to  be  held  in  the 
mricet-hoUBe  until  blown  down  in  1703.  In  this  village  are 
tKt>tnt%  worthy  notice,  one  having  belonged  to  the  Haddon's, 
owners  of  Godyngton,  in  Chellesfield,  in  which  name  it  con- 
tinned  till  Alexander  Haddon  passed  it  to  Edmund  Hodsoll, 
of  South  Ash.-  He  died  in  171 1,  leaving  four  sons  and  seven 
dangbters;  and  from  him  this  seat  descended  to  Mr.  Edward 
Hodsoll,  banker,  of  London,  who  much  improved  it ;  and  he 
died  possessing  it  in  1794,  aa  did  his  son,  immediately  after, 
ODinarried.  It  then  passed  to  bis  sister,  Matilda  Hodsoll, 
lately  deceased.  The  other  seat  was  tbe  property  and  residence 
of  Benjanua  Greenwood,  esq.,  who  left  one  son,  George,  and 
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a  daughter,  married  to  William  Cope,  esq.  George  GreeawotHl, 
esq.  resided  here,  and  died  possessed  of  this  esUte  in  177S, 
leaving  his  sister  his  heir,  whose  husband,  William  Cope,  esq. 
passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Whitaker,  of  London  ;  after  which  it 
was  purchased  by  Gerard  Levinge  Van  Heythuysen,  esq.,  who 
lived  there. 

The  bouse  in  which  the  Stanhope  family  reuded  in  Ihii 
parish  is  called  the  Mount,  and,  from  the  ruins  of  walls,  &«. 
appears  to  have  been  a  seat  of  some  note,  but  is  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  cottage,  being  at  present  the  property  of  James 
Chapman,  esq.  of  Paul's  Cray  Hill. 

A  fair  is  held  here  on  the  10th  of  Septeniber,  for  toys. 

This  parish  is  within  the  manor  of  Great  Orpington,  to  wbicb 
it  is  an  appendage;  the  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster 
claiming  over  such  part  as  is  not  within  the  manor. 

In  ihe  7th  of  Edward  I.  a  weekly  market  was  granted  to  the 
parish  of  Cray. 

St.  Mary  Lyno  Ockmbre  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  bsv. 
ing  formerly  ranked  as  two,  called  the  manors  of  Ackmere  and 
Sentling,  At  the  survey  of  Domesday  they  were  part  of  the 
possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  and  so  entered  in  that 
record.  After  his  disgrace  they  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Jeffry  de  Pererel,  who  held  them  t/i  capile,  by  barony,  of  the 
castle  of  Dover. 

In  the  13th  of  King  John,  they  were  owned  by  John  de 
Mares,  who  held  them  by  the  same  service;  when,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.,  they  passed  to  Gregory  de  Rokesle,  who 
obtained  a  fair  and  a  market  in  his  manor  of  Sentling.  He 
died  possessed  of  these  manors  in  the  20th .  of  Edward  1., 
when  Reginald  held  them  in  the  reign  of  Edward  111.,  by  the 
service  of  one  knight's  fee,  and  paying  to  the  ward  of  Dover 
castle  I63.  4d.,  for  each  week,  in  which  he  ought  to  perform 
ward  there,  and  also  paying  to  the  manor  of  Ospringe  one 
pair  of  gilt  spurs  and  suit  to  the  king's  court  of  Ospringe; 
iCtet  which  it  was  found  that  his  grandson,  Richard  Rokesle, 
was  his  heir. 

They  continued  in  that  family  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.,  when  Reginald  died  possessed  of  Ihe  estate; 
soon  afler  which  it  became  the  property  of  Sir  Robert 
Belknap,  who  being  attainted  and  banished,  Juliana,  bis  wife, 
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nevertheless  continued  in  posseiBion,  and  died  intheSd  of 
Henry  V„  leaTiDg  her  boh,  Sir  Hamon,  her  heir.  He  died  pos- 
sened  of  this  property,  as  did  his  grandson.  Sir  Edward,  in 
the  12th  of  Henry  VIII.,  without  issue,  when  his  four  sisters 
beoame  bis  coheirs ;  and  on  a  partition  of  his  estates,  these 
nanon  fell  to  the  share  of  Anne  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Wotton, 
^  Bocton  Halherbe,  who  in  her  right  possessed  them^  in  the 
Mign  of  Jsioes  I.  The  property  titea  descended  to  Thomas 
lord  Wotton,  who  dying  without  male  issue,  under  Charles  I., 
his  four  daughters  became  his  heirs,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Catherine,  carried  this  manor  and  Ockmere,  which  were 
esteemed  as  one,  in  marriage  to  Henry  lord  Stanhope,  son  and 
heir  to  Philip  earl  of  Chesterfield.  He  died  during  the  life  of 
hia  father,  leaving  one  son,  Philip,  and  two  daughters,  sorrir* 
iog,  when  the  estate  descended  to  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope, 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  passed  away  this  manor  of  St.  Mary 
Lyog  Ockmere  to  Thomas  Barrett,  esq.  of  Shoreham.  It  so 
remained  till  two  female  heirs  joined  in  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
perty to  Herman  Berens,  esq.  of  Kerington,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  1794,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  bod,  Joseph 
Berens,  esq. 

Ke^ington  is  a  manor  and  seat  in  this  parish,  corruptly 
called  Kebingtown  ;  it  was  for  some  generations  the  residence 
of  the  family  of  the  Manning's ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
John  Manning  died  possessed  of  this  estate,  leaving  one  son, 
Hugh,  who  was  of  St.  Mary  Cray.  He  left  two  sons,  John, 
who  settled  at  Downe,  from  whom  descended  the  Manning's 
of  Downe,  Halsted,  and  Westerbam;  and  Richard,  who  con- 
tinued at  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  had  three  sons,  of  whom 
Richard,  son  of  Thomas,  the  eldest,  is  said  to  have  been  of 
Manning's  hall,  the  old  family  seat.  It  continued  in  this 
line  lilt  bequeathed  to  Denzill  Onslow,  esq-,  from  whose  son 
it  passed  by  sale  to  Herman  Berens,  esq.,  and  he  left  one 
son,  Joseph  Berens,  esq.,  who  succeeded  him  in  this  estate. 

UoCKBKDEN  is  a  manor  partly  in  this  pariah  and  partly  in 
that  of  St.  Paul's  Cray  and  Sutton  at  Hone.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the 
Hargraves.  Sir  Robert  de  Hargrave  having  owned  the  manor 
of  Hockindenne,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  above  reign,  as  he 
released  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Christ  church  in  Canter- 
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bary  ft  piece  of  land  lying  near  their  wood  at  Hoekindeme  ;- 
bi«  seal,  a  erosa  tutrjf,  being  appendant  to  the  deed.  His- 
deacesdant,  Robert  de  Hargrave,  died  poanued^tf  tkepro-' 
pefty  in  the  12th  of  Edward  IH. 

In  later  timea  the  family  of  tha  Faerbyi,  or  Ferbys,  i«- 
sid  ing  at  Paura  Cray  U  ill,  ppsaesaed  tbta  manor,  one  of  whom. 
Sir  Leonard  Feerl^,  in  167S,  eonveyed  hia  manor  of  Hockto* 
den  to  Mra.  Mary  Yeend,  widow,  who  devised  it  by  will  to 
her  grandchild,  Mary,  eldest  dmghter  of  Sir  Anthony  firowm. 
He  left  four  danghtera,  Mary,  the  deTiaee,  who  married  John 
Archer,  and  died  without  inus,  when  Lady  Itawsteme,  one 
of  ber  sistera,  by  a  decree  in  chancery,  becaiBc  poaaesaed  of 
one  noicty  or  diree  sixths  of  the  property,  which  portion 
afterwarda  devolfed  to  William  Weotworth,  earl  of  Stafford, 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1791,  when  tt  passed  from  his  b«in 
by  sale  to  James  Chapman,,  esq. 

The  other  moiety,  being  divided  among  the  remainiog 
daagbters,  became  by  descetit  and  marriage  the  proper^  of 
Thomas  Seigiaon,  esq^  who,,  in  1640,  conveyed  tha  ssme  by 
sale  to  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart,  of  Lulliogatone. 

The  other  sixth  part  ultimately  passed  by  descent  aa  weD 
as  will,  to  Elisabeth,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
Young;  and  she,  in  1747,  sold  her  interest  thereia  to  Sir 
Thomas  Dyke,  hart.,  who  tbns  possessed  the  three  sixth  puts, 
or  one  full  and  undivided  moiety  of  this  manor,  ftom 
him  it  descended  to  his  son,  who,  in  1767,  passed  it  by  sale 
to  Janes  Chapman,  esq.,  of  Paal's  Cray  Hill,  who,  pwctnsi^g 
the  other  moiety  of  tbq  Earl  of  Staffiird's  heir,  became  owner 
of  the  whole  of  this  estate  and  vanor. 

Waldbns  is  a  reputed  maoer,  which,  in  1662,  was  in  the 
poasesaion  of  Caleb  Trencbfield,  esq.,  who  lies  buried  in 
Eltbam  church,  and  died  possessed  of  this  property.  Be 
was  the  80n>  of  Thomas  Trenchfield,  esq.,  one  of  the  admirals 
of  the  Davy  under  Charles  I.,  and  lefl  a  son,  Caleb  Trencbfield, 
merehaiit  of  London.  This  family  bore  for  its  arau  A  cAetrm 
between  three  dnqae-fods.  He  sold  this  manor  to  one  Ebbat^ 
whose  descendant,  Mr.  John  Ebbutt^  dying,  left  it  by  will  to 
his.  nephew  of  the  same  name,  who  owned  the  estate  and. 
Tended  there. 

St.  MAKvCBATisin  the  Ecolbsiastical  Jukibpiction. 
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of  tha  diooae  of  Rochester  aod  deanery  of  BftTtftffd.  The 
cburcb,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  large  buiidiig,  containii^ 
three  aislra :  a  erosB  aiale,  a  large  ofaancel,  with  two  amalleri 
01  ebapcla ;  the  two  latter  belonging  to  the  family  ef  the 
HodioH's,  in  this  pariah ;  and  at  the  west  end  is  the  Bteeple. 
It  i>  eiteemed  ai  a  chaptl  to  the  church  of  Orpington,  and  ea 
SBcfa  is  in  the  patronage  of  the  rector  ;  the  Ticar  of  Orpington 
beiag  instituted  to  th«  viean^e,  with  the  chapel  of  8t.  Mary 
Cray  appendant  thereto. 

In  this  church,  among  other  moDuucBta,  are  the  folloirtng. 
In  the  cross  bibIb,  on  a  gravestoee,  a  bnwB  plate  with  the 
figoia  of  a  woman  in  her  shroud,  and  inBoription  in  biftck 
iMter,  for  Isabel  Coesale,  and  Willihm,  her  son ;  and  another 
for  Hr.  John  Abbott.  In  the  sonth  Eusle  is  a  brass  plate  fot 
Alice  Lorde.  and  within  the  altar  rails,  a  mural  monument  for 
one  of  tbe  family  of  the  Mannings,  On  the  south  side  an 
■Itar  tomb,  with  the  figures  of  a  gentleman  and  lady,  finely 
ei^raved  in  brass,  with  an  inscription  for  Richard  Manning 
tod  his  wifej  with  several  more  for  diat  family.  A  memento 
for  Sir  Henry  Onslow,  of  Sussex,  and  memorials  for  the 
liinihes  of  tha  King's  and  Qrecnwood's.  A  gravestone  for 
Richard  Avery  aod  his  two  wires ;  also  a  rural  monument  for 
tbe  family  of  the  Crewe's  and  the  Uodsoll's.  On  a  grave 
■tone  a  figure  in  brass  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Cobham, 
brother  of  Lord  Cobham,  and  her  first  husband,  John  Hart, 
gent  By  the  commotion  of  Inquiry,  in  1650,  it  was  returned 
tiiat  St.  Mary  Cray  was  a  vicarage  worth  <£16  per  annum.  Its 
valoation  in  the  kmg's  books  being  included  ia  that  of 
Orpii^ton, 

Ib  1821.  there  were  144  dwelliuge  in  the  parish  of  St  Mary 
Cray ;  and  at  tbe  same  period,  when  the  laat  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of 
inbidiitants  were  as  follow  :  males  4&2,  females  422,  making  a 
total  of  874  souls. 

Paul's  Cbat  is  tbe  next  parish  southward,  and  takes  its 
■uue  from  the  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Paulinos,  and  the  river 
Cray,  which  runs  through  it ;  being  written  in  ancient  deeds 
Paiiimt  Crty,  and  sometimes  Cray  PauUnsi  while  in  the 
Tatui  ii^ouH  it  is  called  Roduipiui  Cng/.    I'his  parish  is 
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but  small,  being  scarcely  more  than  two  miles  and  a  half  ia 
leugth,  from  east  to  west,  and  about  a  mile  aad  a  half  ia 
breadth,  tt  lies  for  the  moat  part  in  the  vale,  throngh  which 
the  river  directs  its  course,  and  having  turned  a  mill,  belonging 
to  the  Paul's  Cray  Hill  estate,  ruDS  on  northward,  towardi 
Foot's  Cray.  The  high  road  from  Orpin^on  and  St  Mai; 
Cray  passes  through  this  district,  towards  the  Maidstone 
road,  and  thence  to  Bexley  and  Dartford  heath.  There  is  no 
village,  the  houses  being  dispersed. 

The  church  stands  alone,  partly  surrounded  by  tall  elm  treei, 
the  shade  of  which  casts  a  pleasing  gloom,  and  gives  a  pic- 
turesque appearance  to  the  edifice  as  well  as  the  churchyard. 
It  is  situated  near  the  roaVJ,  on  the  eastern  side;  the  path  con- 
ducting to  it  was  originally  through  the  water,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  the  passengers,  but  it  is  now  raised  above  it. 
About  half  a  mile  eastward  is  Paul's  Cray  Hill,  the  opposite 
or  western  boundary  being  much  covered  with  coppice  woodt 
near  which  is  Paul's  Cray  Common,  extending  to  Chisel  buret; 
supposed  on  this  side  to  have  at  times  encroached  on  the  boon- 
daries  of  this  parish.  The  soil  is  chtefiy  a  light  dark-coloured 
mould,  though  on  some  of  the  high  grounds  there  is  a  strong 
loam.  It  is  in  general  very  fertile,  pleasant,  and  healthy, 
being  diversified  by  hill  and  dale,  interspersed  with  woods, 
verdant  pastures  along  the  vallies,  and  on  the  gentle  declivities 
fertile  fields  of  corn  and  land. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  part  of 
this  parish,  as  being  within  the  duchy  court  of  Farnboroufrh, 
to  which  such  lands  holding  of  it  pay  certain  annual  rents. 

Paul's  Cray  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  bishop  of 
Bayeux,  and  entered  as  such  in  Doomsday  record.  This 
place  was  afterwards  part  of  the  property  of  Sir  Simon  de 
Cray,  who  held  it  of  the  honour  of  Albermarle,  and  it  was 
again  held  of  him  by  Peter  de  Hiintingfield,  and  Simon  at 
Broke,  as  half  a  knight's  fee.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
this  manor  was  held  by  the  family  called  De  Campaigns,  one 
of  whom,  John,  paid  aid  for  it  as  half  a  knight's  fee,  which 
Peter  de  Huntingfield  and  Simon  at  Broke  had  previously 
held  in  Crey  Paulin  of  Simon  De  Crey.  From  that  name  it 
went  to  the  Scroope's,  as  Henry  Scroope,  of  Masham,  possen- 
ed  it  under  Richard  II.     He  led  two  sons,  Stephen,  wboinhe> 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  i,9l 

rit«d  the  property,  and  Williim  created  earl  of  Wiltshire. 
llie  eldest,  Sir  Stephen,  succeeded  him,  and  obtained  a  grant 
of  free  warren  for  liia  roanar  of  Paulin's  Crey,  bat  being  at- 
tainted, under  Henry  V.,  the  manor  became  escheated  to  the 
crown,  and  his  brother^  Sir  John  Scroope,  became  his  herr. 
In  that  family  it  descended  till  carried  by  a  female  heir,  in 
marriafce,  to  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  of  Worcestershire,  whose  son. 
Sir  Gilbert,  dying  without  issue  male  left  two  daughters, 
Catherine  and  Jane,  one  of  whom  carried  this  manor  to  a 
Darby,  of  Yorkshire.  In  that  name  it  continued  some  years, 
till  sold  to  one  Hunt,  and  thence,  under  Elizabeth,  to  Mr.  - 
James  Smith,  of  London,  whose  daughter  conveyed  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Edmund  Waller,  of  Beaconsfield  Bucks.  His 
descendant  passed  it  by  sale  to  James  Narborough,  esq., 
brother  of  Sir  John  Narborough,  bart.,  -and  admiral  of  the 
fleet,  under  Charles  and  James  II.,  both  of  whom  were  cast 
away  with  Sir  Cloudesley  Sho?el  off  the  Scilly  Islands,  in  1707. 
James  Narborough  settled  this  property  on  bia  three  nieces, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  Sophia,  daughters  of  Sir  Thomaa 
IVAetb,  who  carried  this  manor  to  their  three  husbands,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Dawnay,  CapUin  Fitzgerald,  and  William 
Cbampneys,  esq.,  in  which  state  it  remsined  till  1742,  when 
tbey  all  joined  in  the  sale  to  the  Hon  Thomas  Townsbend,  of 
Cbeailbnrst,  and  his  son,  the  Right  Hon,  Thomas  Lord 
Viscount  Sydney,  possessed  this  manor. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  thia  estate. 

SirChrislopher  Heron  held  these  premises, under  HenryVIII., 
who  alienated  them  with  the  advowson  to  one  Walaingbam, 
of  Scadbury,  in  Chesilhurst,  whence  they  passed,  by  sale,  to  a 
Bettenson  and  from  that  name  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Townshend, 
of  Chesilhurst,  whose  son,  Lord  Viscount  Sydney,  possessed 
tbia  estate,  8cc. 

PAtfL's  Cray  Hill  is  a  seat  here  deriving  its  appellation 
from  the  site.  It  waa  at  an  early  period  the  residence  of  the 
Ferreby's,  or  Ferby's,  whose  ancient  seat  waa  at  Speldhurst, 
where  tbey  resided  under  Edward  H.  and  III.  John  de 
Ferreby,  under  the  latter  prince,  sealed  with  his  coat-armour  a 
fat  trmme  bthoeen.  three  goati'  keatU  enued.  One  of  his  descen- 
dants removed  from  Speldhurst  hither,  having  purchased  lands 
at  Hockington,  in  this  parish,  of  John  Dynley,  who  in  the 
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16th  of  Edward  III.,  had  license  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the 
■irpam  to  his  lands  here.  Andrew  Ferby  held  this  eeat,  &c. 
under  Henry  VJI ,  in  whose  line  it  passed  to  Lennard  Fert>j, 
who  resided  at,  and  much  improved,  the  seat.  He  died,  at 
Dartford,in  1679,  when  his  grandsons,  Maniford,  Lennard,  aod 
John,  his  brother,  passed  this  estate,  in  1680,  to  George 
GifTord,  of  Penis,  in  Fawkham.  His  son  dying  without  male 
issue,  the  estates  became,  by  will  and  descent,  the  property  of 
his  daughters.  In  1718  a  partition  was  made  ef  the  property, 
when  one  moiety  went  to  Frances  Leigh,  and  Jane,  his  wife, 
who  had  previously  held  the  other  half.  They  iu  1732,  by 
their  trustees,  passed  this  property  to  William  Chapman,  on 
whose  demise  it  went  to  his  son,  who  dying  without  issue 
male,  his  daughter,  Eleanor,  conveyed  it  in  marriage  to  Mr. 
James  Chapman,  jun.,  the  son,  who,  on  his  father's  death,  held 
this  manor,  where  he  resided. 

This  parish  ii  in  the  bcclbsiastical  jurisdiction  of  tlie 
tHoceu  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St,  Paulinus,  contains  two  aisles,  and  one  chancel, 
with  a  pointed  steeple  at  the  west  end.  This  fabric  containi 
the  following  momentoes:  in  the  chancel  a  tomb  for  Mr.  Henty 
Frith ,  of  North  Cray ;  another  for  John  Ashley^  rector ;  a  me- 
mento for  William  Scrafton,  and  their  grandson.  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Sharp,  who  was  lost  in  the  Ramilies.  In  the  north 
aisle  is  a  gravestone  for  John  Smith,  of  London,  and  above 
a  figure  in  a  windingsheet.  An  inscription  for  John  Ferby, 
gent.,  many  of  that  family,  of  Paul's  Cray  Hill,  being  also  in- 
humed here,  but  the  chancel  belonging  to  them  having  falleu 
in,  it  is  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  edifice  by  a  wall. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  L  the  church  of  Grey  Paulio  was 
valued  at  eleven  marlcB,  and  subsequently  estimated  in  the  king's 
books  at  ^12  13  4;  the  yearly  tenths  being  ^l  5  4. 
There  are  twenty -two  acres  of  glebe  land  appendant  to  this 
living. 

By  the  commmvm  of  Inquiry  in  16&0,  it  was  returned,  that 
Paul's  Cray  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  house  and  eighteen  acres 
of  glebe  land,  worth  ^60  per  annum. 

In  1820  there  were  seventy-two  dwellings  in  (he  parish  of 
Paul's  Cray  Hill;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census 
ef  the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nuo- 
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bers  of  inbabitanto  were  as  Tollow:   msles  18^,  females  178, 
mekmg  a  total  of  334  boqIb. 

Foot'sCray.  Next  to  Paul's  Cray,  northward;  lies  Foot's 
Cray,  deriving  its  name  from  the  owner,  in  the  time  of  the 
Saxons,  one  Godwin  Fot,  ifot,  in  the  Saxon,  signifying  the 
■ame  m/ooI  in  English,)  and  the  rirer  Cray  that  flows  through 
ihe  parish.  It  is  also  called  Votes  Cray,  and  Poeli  Crayt  in 
BDcieDt  docnments. 

The  h^h  road  that  leads,  through  the  centre  of  the  country* 
from  New  Cross  to  Wrotham,  and  thence  to  Maidstone, 
Cockshealh,  and  the  Weald  of  Kent  traverses  this  dialriot. 
Near  the  east  end  is  a  street,  built  on  either  side  of  the  above 
root,  forming  the  village  of  Foot's  Cray;  at  the  east  end  of 
which,  tbe  Cray  traverses  the  road,  and,  having  turned  a  mill, 
directs  its  current  towards  Norih  Cray.  Foot's  Cray  park, 
almost  adjoins  the  village  on  the  north,  near  which  stands  the 
church;  thence  tbe  ground  rises  westward,  from  Sidcup,  half 
a  mile  distant  from  which  spot,  the  parish  is  dreary,  covered 
by  coppice  woods,  and  the  soil  poor,  consisting  either  of 
gnvel  or  cold  unfertile  clay.  It  comprises  about  750  acres  of 
land. 

On  the  taking  of  Domesday  Survey,  it  belonged  to  the  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  and  was  as  such  entered  in  that  record.  Under 
King  John,  Robert  de  Crevequer  held  a  knight's  fee  here,  and 
William  de  Eynesford,  again  of  the  latter,  subsequent  to 
which,  this  property  was  held  by  the  Rokesle's.  Gregory  of 
that  name  died,  holding  it  under  Edward  I.,  whose  son, 
Roger,  appears  to  have  possessed  only  a  moiety,  as  the  other 
belonged  to  Thomas  de  Warderoba,  Roger  de  Rokesle  passed 
his  interest  in  the  33d  of  that  prince  to  John  Abel,  who  died 
holding  it  in  the  16th  of  Edward  II.  and  his  son,  Walter,  con- 
veyed it  to  Simon  de  Vaughan,  who  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th 
of  Edward  III.  He  died,  holding  the  manor  of  Fotis  Crey, 
and  his  descendant,  Hamo  Vaughan,  owned  it  on  his  decease, 
under  Richard  II.  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Alianure,  who 
conveyed  it,  in  marriage,  to  one  Warner,  from  whom  it  de- 
scended to  John  Warner,  esq.,  of  Foot's  Cray,  who  was  sheriff 
of  Kent,  under  Henry  VI.  The  latter  family  terminated  in 
two  daughters,  one  married  lo  John  Heron,  and  the  other  to  a 
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Oenham.  whea,  on  the  division  of  th«  properly,  this  manor  fcU 
(0  the  former,  Hia  descendant,  Christopher,  in  theSlstof 
Henry  VHI.,  sold  it  to  Sir  Edmund  Walaingham,  whose  dei> 
Cendant,  Sir  Francis,  secretary  to  Elizabeth,  alienated  a  por- 
tion oT  the  lands  to  John  Ellis,  and  the  manor  with  the  reudnc 
to  Mr.  Jolin  Gellibrand.of  London.  His  descendsot,  Samuel) 
in  1^4,  sold  it  to  Mr.  George  Perkins,  of  Lannbeth.  on  whoM 
decease  it  went  to  John  Perkins,  who  died  without  i«aufl  mtle, 
when  it  felt  to  his  only  daughter,  Mary.  She  carried  thepio« 
perly  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Edward  Townsend.  of  Brockl^i  ui 
Deptfordj  who  joined  with  his  wife  in  the  sftleof  a  portiasof 
the  demesne  lands  to  Bourchier  Clere,  esq.,  to  enlarge  his  pos- 
sessions at  Foot's  Cray  plaoe.  art«r  which  the  property  went  to 
Benjamin  Harenc,  esq. 

However,  the  manor  of  Foot's  or  Votes  Cray,  with  the  resi- 
due of  the  lands  descended  to  their  three  sons,  who,  in  1764, 
alienated  the  same  to  John  Cslcfftftt  asq.  of  Ingres,  who  died 
holding  the  estate,  in  1772,  when  bis  eldeat  son,  hy  will,  be- 
came entitled  to  it,  and  by  his  trustees  it  was  afterwards  .sold 
to  Charles  Stewart  Minshaw,  esq.  who  then  became  owner  of 
the  property. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  only  extend* 
over  part  of  the  parish.  Tfae  tenants  are  all  freeholdera,  and 
from  the  court  rolls  it  appeara  that  a  portion  of  the  lands  art 
held  by  heriot  service. 

Foot's  Cjiay  Place  is  a  seat  erected  on  that  part  of  the 
demesnes  of  tfae  manor  of  Foot'a  Cray,  sold  by  Sir  Fiancis 
Walsingham  to  John  Ellis,  whenpe  this  estate  passed  to  one 
Limen,  and  thence  to  a  Smith,  where  it  remained  till  the  hein 
of  George  Smith  alienated  it  to  Bourchier  Cleve,  of  London. 
He  caused  the  old  mansion  to  be  taken  down,  and  erected, 
northward  of  the  spot,  an  elegant 
bling  that  of  the  Earl  of  Westmo 
designed    the    structure  after  one 
Bacchiglione,  near  Venice.     He  a 
he  embellished   with  beautiful  ph 
flows   throughout    the  ground- 
most  extensive  and  divereified  pros 

Lord  Bexley,  formerly  rendered  conspicuous  as  mioistv  ot 
this  country,  then  bearing  the  naaie  of  VaaBittart. 
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Bounbier  Cleve,  above  meotioned,  died  poBwiiing  tb« 
eaute  in  nSOdeaTiDg  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife>  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  trbo^  ia  1766,  conreyed  this  seat  ia  marriage  to  Sir 
George  YoDge,  hart.,  whose  ancestor  was  Walter  Yonge,  men- 
tioded  in  the  Tiiltatioa  of  Deronshire,  in  1 620,  as  younger  son 
of  the  YoBge's  of  Berkshire,  who  settled  in  Devon  under 
Ueurj  VII.  On  the  restoration  orCharlea  11.,  Sir  John  Yonge 
was  created  a  baronet,  who  bore  for  his  arms  ermtiu  on  a  baid, 
behaeai  two  co/ua  *ai/e,  three  gri^tu'  keadt  or.  In  1772  they 
joined  in  the  sale  of  Foots  Cray  place.  Etc.  to  Benjamia 
Hatenc,  esq.,  of  London,  shniff  of  the  county  in  1777,  who 
thm  resided  there. 

Sir  Thomas  PuUoccil,  or  Pullyson,  draper,  lord  mayor  in 
the  26tb  of  Elisabeth,  was  son  of  William  PuUoccil,  of  Foot's 
Cray. 

SiDCDF  is  a  hamht  on  the  Maidstone  road,  so  called  from 
a  hmily  formerly  possessed  of  much  land  here.  Thomas 
Sedcopp  owned  the  estate  under  Henry  Vl„  who  granted  to 
Bernard  Cavell  a  parcel  of  land,  here  called  Estfield,  and 
Groves.  It  now  contists  of  a  small  itreet,  with  an  inn  much 
resorted  to,  and  some  gentlemen's  houses,  the  principal  of 
wbi^  belonged  to  Christopher  Hull,  esq.  who  died  in  1790, 
and  devised  bis  interest  therein  to  his  nephew,  of  the  same 
name,  by  whom  it  was  let  to  Lady  Hardy. 

Vo  parochial  charUiei  exist  here. 

This  puish  ia  within  the  bcglbsiastical  jubisdictioh 
«f  the  diocew  of  Rochester  and  demttry  of  Dartford.  The 
church  stsnds  at  the  back  of  the  village,  northward,  and  close 
to  Foot's  Cray  park :  it  is  a  mean  structure,  containing  two 
aisles  and  a  chancel,  with  a  low  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end, 
and  is  apparoitly  of  great  antiquity.  It  is  dedicated  to  All 
SaioU. 

Among  the  nODumenta  are,  in  the  chancel,  a  gravestone 
few  John,  infant  son  of  Sir  Robert  Marram,  obiit  1682 ;  a 
brass  plate,  and  black  letter  inacription,  for  Thomas  Myton, 
lector,  1489 ;  snd  on  the  south  side  a  memento  for  William 
Smith,  rector,  1765.  In  the  north  chancel,  under  an  arch,  the 
6gures  of  a  man  in  armour,  and  his  wife,  representing,  accord- 
ing to  Philipott,  Sir  Simon  de  Vaughan  and  hie  lady,  which 
were  entin  when  Robert  Glover  mad*  his  collectioDs  of  the 
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Kentish  monumenU.  Id  the  east  window  of  the  priooipat 
chancel  are  these  arms,  being  very  ancient  A  chevron  pikt 
betuxea  three  muifels,  pierced  iobie,  impaling  argent  a  labter 
eitgrailed  axure,  bearing  the  arms  of  Abel). 

The  adrowB'in  of  this  church  was  part  of  the  possessions  of 
the  priory  of  Si.  Mary  O  very,  Soutbwark,  oader  Edward  K 
and  appears  lo  have  been  part  of  that  moiety  for  which  tb« 
prior  paid  aid  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  The  p^ronage 
continued  rested  in  the  prior  till  the  dissolation,  when,  be- 
coming part  of  the  royal  revennea,  it  has  so  continued,  the 
king  remaining  patron  of  the  rectory. 

In  the  15lh  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  100 
shillings.  It  is  a  diachai^ed  living  in  the  king's  books,  of  ihs 
yearly  value  of  X42    17    0,the  yearly  tenths  being  16b.  4d. 

By  virtue  of  a  commiuion  of  Inquiry  in  1650,  issuing  out  of 
Chancery,  it  was  returned  that  Foot's  Cray  was  a  sequestered 
parsonage,  with  a  house  and  seven  acres  of  land,  worth  .£35 
per  annum,  at  which  period  one  Master  May  was  preacher 
there. 

In  1821  there  were  forty  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sidcap; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitanta 
were  as  follow  :  males  85,  females  136,  making  a  total  of  221 
souls. 

NobthCray  is  thenext  parish  northeastward;  bo  called  from 

'  the  river  Cray,  anditssitnation  being  northernmost  of  the  three 

parishes  before  enumerated.     North  Cray  and  Ruzley  formerly 

ranked  as  two  distinct  parishes,  and  so  Continued  till  united 

by  Cardinal  Pole,  in  1557. 

This  parish  is  pleasant  and  healthy,  occupying  a  gravelly 
soil,  and  the  neighbourhood  fashionably  frequented.  The 
high  road  from  the  Crays,  justly  styled  fAegonJeft  ofthiMpart^ 
Kent,  and  Orpington,  to  Bexley,  traverses  the  village  of  North 
Cray,  wherein  is  a  neat  residence,  called  fVoliet  hall,  fonneriy 
the  property  of  Neighbour  Frith,  esq.  of  London,  who,  in 
1776.  devised  it  to  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Edward  Cockayn, 
who  assumed  the  name  of  Frith ;  after  which  it  passed  to  Mr. 
Trimmer,  who  resided  there. 

The  Cray  takes  its  source  on  the  eastern  side  of  this  parish, 
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and  hsTuig  passed  the  gardens  of  North  Cray  place,  Woolet 
hall,  aad  Vale  Mascall,  there  rormt  a  cascade,  and  flows  on  to 
Bexley. 

Southward  is  the  manor  /touse  of  RaKley.  standing  upon  an 
cmiDeace,  above  the  thirteenth  milestone,  on  the  route  to  Far- 
niogham;  and,  from  the  foundations  in  the  farm-yard,  ibe  old 
dwelling  appears  to  have  been  a  large  pile  suitable  to  the  emi- 
nent families  once  residents  there.  The  existing  structure  is 
a  neat  dwelling,  which  was,  some  years  back,  mach  improved 
by  Mr.  James  Bedell,  then  occupant  of  the  premises. 

The  estate  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  the  bishop  of 
Bayeur,  and  is  so  entered  in  Domesday  record.  Of  (he 
estates  of  North  and  Paul's  Cray,  the  latter  was  held  by  the 
same  owner  as  the  former,  namely,  Anchititius  de  Rob;  after 
which  they  were  separated,  and  still  remain  two  distinct 
manors. 

Under  Richard  I.,  North  Cray  was  lield  by  a  family  seated 
in  Rokesle,  now  Ruxley,  which  thence  assumed  its  name. 
Malgerius  de  Rokesle  lived  there  under  the  Conqueror,  whose 
descendant.  Sir  John,  accompanied  Richard  to  Palesline.  He 
died  holding  these  estates,  which  descended  to  his  grandson, 
Gregory,  of  considerable  fame  in  his  time,  having  been  several 
times  lord  mayor  of  London,  keeper  of  the  king's  Exchange, 
and  assay  master  of  the  Mint :  he  was  a  great  benefactor  to 
the  Grey  Friars.  He  died,  and  was  interred  in  the  choir  of 
the  church  of  the  above  fraternity,  but  bis  tomb  has  long  been 
defaced.  His  son,  Sir  Richard,  was  a  man  of  high  account, 
having  served  the  office  of  seneschal  and  governor  of  Poictou 
and  Montreal,  in  Picardy,  in  the  1st  of  Edward  11.,  and  bore 
for  his  arms  a  coat  similar  to  that  of  the  Leyborne's,  namely. 
A  feu  gulet,  behoeen  six  liom  rampant:  but  that  coat  was  not 
borne  by  all  the  branches  of  this  house,  as  John  de  Rokesle, 
grandson  of  Gregory,  lord  of  Lullingstone  manor,  bore  A  cross, 
and  inthe  ikxier  quarttr  a  rook,  as  appears  by  his  gravestone  in 
that  church.  Sir  Richard  married  Joane,  sister  of  John  de 
Criol.  and  left  two  daughters,  of  whom,  Agnes,  the  elder, 
eapoused  Thomas  de  Poynings ;  and  Joan,  Hugh  de  Pateshul ; 
Dotffithstanding  which,  upon  his  death,  North  Cray  descended 
to  the  younger  branch  of  the  Rokesle's,  being,  in  the  20th  of 
Edward  111.,  held  by  Roger  de  Rokesle,  jun.,  who  paid  aid  for 
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it  as  half  a  knigbt't  fee,  in  Cny.    He  ie«nii  to  bare  died 

witlioat  iaflue,  when  the  manor  devolred  to  Poynings,  u  next 

of  kin,  wboie  descendant,  Robert,  son  of  Richard,  by  Isabel, 
daughter  of  Robert  lord  Fitzpain,  di«d  the  25th  of  Heiuy  Vl., 
holding  Rokeste  and  North  Cray.  He  left  Alianore,  wife  of 
Sir  Henry  Percy,  his  heir,  who  posaessed  her  inheritance,  psrt 
of  which  was  North  Cray ;  but  the  manor  of  Rokesle  went  to 
Robert,  only  surriving  bod  of  Robert  de  Poynings.  The  nobis 
family  of  Percy  derives  its  descent  frosa  Mainted  ds  Percii 
who  came  from  Denmark  to  Normandy. 

William  de  Perci,  bis  lineal  descendant,  arrived  in  England 
with  the  Conqneror,  having  bad  the  smmame  of  Gernon,  ot 
Algernon;  and  being  in  high  ^vor  with  the  king,  through  kii 
bounty,  he  enjoyed  vast  possessions  in  this  realm.  His  descend- 
aDtfWilliam,  had  four  sons,  who  died  without  offspring;  and  two 
daughterH,  Mand,  married  to  William  earl  of  Warwick,  who 
died  witbont  issue  j  and  Agnes,  to  Josoeline  de  Loraine, 
younger  son  of  Godfrey  duke  of  Brabant,  who,  on  th«a 
fether'a  death,  under  Henry  I.,  became  his  heirs.  Agnes,  prior 
to- her  union,  covenented  that  her  husband  shoald  either  bcsr 
the  arms  of  Percy,  Axure,  Jm  futiU  in  fat,  or,  and  omit  hii 
own ;  or  continue  bis  own  arms,  and  assume  the  aurname  of 
Percy  to  him  and  his  posterity  for  ever.  He  chose  the  latter, 
and  bore  the  arma  of  Brabant,  Or,  a  Hon  ran^ptmt,  asure;  from 
which  union  sprang  the  Percy's,  earls  of  Northumberland,  who 
subsequently  became  so  illnstrious  in  the  annals  of  this  kiif  * 
dom.  In  a  direct  line  was  descended  Heniy  lord  Perey,  of 
Alnwick,  present  as  Marshal  of  England  at  the  cotona^n  tS 
Richard  11.,  who  was  made  Earl  of  Northumberland;  andis 
the  7th  of  tbe  same  prince,  knight  of  the  Garter.  In  the  loag 
succession  of  tbe  Percy's  this  manor  continued,  to  the  period 
of  Henry  VIII.,  when  Henry,  sixth  eail  of  Northnmberlmid,  ia 
tbe  2d  year  of  the  above  priooe,  granted  all  his  man(»s,  ft& 
to  the  king  on  the  failure  of  heirs  of  his  body,  which  pioriq 
tbe  case,  as  he  died  in  the  year  ensaing.  North  Cray  was,  n 
consequence,  grwted  by  Henry  VUI.  in  bis  36th  year,  to  Sir 
Roger  Cholmley,  with  the  rectory,  &&,  to  hold  mi  copste. 

Sir  Roger  only  held  the  estate  two  years,  having  aKemted 
the  property  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  who  died  in  the  9th  of 
Elizabeth,  and   was  succeeded  in  this  manor  by  his  son, 
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William  Bowes,  who  held  it  in  capite.  He  died,  leaving  two 
daoghtersj  Elizabeth  married  to  William  Buggin,  and  Anne  to 
Sir  Edward  Fowler,  who,  in  right  of  their  wives,  held  the  es* 
tatm;  and  on  the  partition  of  their  inheritance  in  1634,  this 
manor.  See.,  fell  to  Williani  Buggin,  whose  descendant,  John, 
sold  the  property,  in  1710,  to  Thomas  B'Aeth,  esq.,  afterwards 
created  a  baronet  in  1716.  He  joined  with  his  elder  son, 
Narborough,  in  1738,  in  the  sale  of  the  manor  and  advowson. 
with  the  mansion  called  North  Cray  place,  Sec,  to  Jeffry 
Hetherington,  esq.,  who  resided  there.  He  dying  in  1767, 
devised  his  estates  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  William 
Hetherington,  a  gentleman  of  universal  benevolence,  who  Hied 
in  1778,  unmarried;  and,  by  will,  left  this  property,  with  his 
other  estates,  lo  Thomas  Coventry,  esq.,  of  the  same  ancestry 
as  the  earls  of  that  name. 

There  is  a  court-leet  and  court-baron  held  for  this  manor, 
the  custom  of  which  is  for  the  jury  in  the  leet  to  present  two 
persons  to  the  lord  or  his  steward  to  serve  the  office  of  con- 
stable of  North  Cray,  of  whom  one  is  elected-  In  the  court- 
baron  the  tenants  are  all  freeholders. 

Robert  Poynings,  carver  and  sword  hearer  to  Jack  Cade, 
after  receiving  pardon  for  being  concerned  in  that  rebellion, 
raised  another  commotion  in  this  place  in  the  32d  year  of  the 
same  reign  of  Henry  VJ. 

RoKESLE  or  RuxLEY,  as  previously  mentioned,  was  a 
distinct  parish  from  North  Cray  until  united  by  Cardinal  Pole 
ia  1567.  This  as  well  as  North  Cray  was  part  of  the  property 
of  the  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  and  so  entered  in  Domesday  record. 

Malgerius,  from  residing  here,  assumed  the  name  of  Rokesle, 
and  notwithstanding  the  disgrace  of  Odo,  continued  to  hold 
the  property  though  the  fee  was  granted  to  Hugh  de 
Crevequer,  who  held  it  in  capite,  as  of  the  castle  of  Dover, 
making  part  of  the  barony  of  Crevequer,  and  he  held  it  in 
ctipiVe  by  barony  of  the  king.  Of  him  it  was  again  held  by 
Malgerius  de  Rokesle,  in  whose  family  it  descended  down  to 
Sir  Richard  Rokesle,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  U.,  died 
without  issue  male,  leaving  two  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom 
married  Thomas  de  Poynings,  and  the  youngest  Sir  William 
1«  Baud,  who,  in  her  right>  possessed  this  manor,  and  their  son. 
Sir  William  Baud,  died  in  the  50th  of  Edward  III.,  possessed 
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of  this  estate.  Richard  de  Poynings,  bis  next  heir,  died  alstt 
holding  this  manor  in  the  Ilth  of  Richard  II.,  whose  eldeit 
son,  Richard,  died  during  his  life,  when  his  youDgeet  son  bfcatne 
entitled  to  this  manor,  and  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  9th  of 
Edward  IV.  After  the  decease  of  his  son.  Sir  Edward  Poy- 
nings,  this  manor  escheated  to  (he  crown,  and  was  granted  by 
Henry  VIII.  to  Thomas  Cromwell,  earl  of  Essex,  upon  whose 
attainder  and  execution,  again  reverting  to  the  king,  it  was  by 
him  granted  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  and  descended  in  the  same 
line  of  ownership  as  North  Cray,  toSirNarborongh  d'Aeth,  who, 
in  1746,  conveyed  them  to  Jeffry  Hetherington,  esq.  He  died 
unmarried  in  1778,  and  demised  this  estate  to  Thomas  Coventry, 
esq.  of  North  Cray  place,  who  possessed  the  same. 

The  ancient  structure  of  the  church  of  Rokesley  is  stiH 
standing,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  manor  house ;  it  has  been 
many  years  made  use  of  as  a  barn;  in  the  chancel  there  yet 
remain  two  confessionary  stalls,  with  mitred  arches,  and,  near 
them,  a  receptacle  for  holy  water. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Mount  Mascall  is  situated  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
North  Cray  near  Bexley.  This  seat,  which  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence, has  a  double  avenue  of  trees  in  front,  down  to  the  road, 
being  built  on  part  of  the  lands  anciently  belonging  to  a  man- 
sion which  stood  two  fields  southward,  and  although  now 
almost  unknown,  was  once  of  some  note,  being  called  JackeL's 
court,  from  the  owners  who  resided  there ;  and  Philipott,  it 
appears,  saw  an  old  roll  of  Kentish  arms,  wherein  one  Jacket, 
of  Jacket's  court,  stood  recorded. 

From  that  family  it  went  by  sale  to  one  Switzer,  a  name  of 
long  standing  in  this  neighbourhood,  one  of  whom,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  to  Edward  Cooke,  of  Lesnes  abbey, 
who  left  two  sons,  Lambert  and  George. 

Lambert,  the  eldest,  was  of  Mount  Mascall,  but  died  without 
issue ;  George,  the  second,  was  of  Bexley,  and  left  two  sods, 
of  whom,  George,  the  eldest,  was  of  Mount  Mascall,  which  he 
passed  away,  together  with  Jacket's  court,  to  Sir  John  Lemao. 
He  alienated  the  property  to  William  Wiffio,  whose  daaghter 
-conveyed  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Bayles,  and  he  passed  it  by 
sale  to  Sir  Thomas  Fitch,  of  Eltham.  The  latter  died  poi* 
sessed  of  both  Mount  Mascall  and  Jacket's  court  in  1688,  and 
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left  on*  ion.  Sir  Comport  Fitcb,  who  died  in  1720,  leaving  an 
oaly  daughter,  who,  in  1740,  carried  them  in  marri^e  to  Sir 
John  Barker,  bart.  of  Sproughton,  in  Suffolk.  He  died  pos- 
sessed of  them  in  1757,  leaving  one  sod.  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker, 
but.,  who  died  without  issue,  when  («dy  Barker,  at  her  hus- 
band's death,  possessed  this  manor  and  Jacket's  court  by  her 
marnags  settleo^nt.  Having  subsequently  espoused  Phihp 
Brooke,  esq-,  and  sarviviog  h«r  son.  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker, 
abova  mentionftd,  she  died  ir)  1771,  devising  this  estate 
to  Isabella,  Elizabeth,  and  Tfaiirland.  the  three  daughters  of  ber 
second  husband  by  a  forrOer  wife,  when  they  joined  in  the  sale 
of  the  estate  to  John  Maddocks,  esq.,  who  died  possessed  of  it 
in  1794. 

Vale  Hascall  is  a  small  seat  tbftt  stands  at  the  end  of  the 
avenae  of  trees  leading  to  Mount  Maacall,  on  the  opposite  side 
<if  the  road,  near  the  river,  which  is  there  elegantly  disposed, 
*»  well  as  the  grounds  adjoining. 

The  whole  of  this  district  has,  within  the  last  fifty  years, 
b«come  studded,  ss  it  were,  with  villas,  ornamented  cottages, 
and  fanciful  habitatiosts  of  every  description,  to  enumerate 
whi<^  would  too  ttuch  extend  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  oom- 
pletioD  of  our  labour.  We  cannot,  however,  omit  to  mention 
the  residence  of  the  late  Lord  Castlereagh,  who,  from  a  mere 
cottage,  made  his  mansion  at  North  Cray  a  most  desirable 
spot,  which  is  now  rendered  conspicuous,  as  having  witnessed 
the  final  catastrophe  a^nding  that  once  public  cliaracter. 

IfoKTH  Chat  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  dioceH  of  Rochester  and  deamerj/  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  is  a  small  building,  with  a  low  spire  at 
the  west  end.  The  following  inscriptions  are  in  this  edifice: 
in  the  chancel,  on  a  gravestone,  a  memorial  for  Josias  Bull ; 
another  for  Charles  Weale ;  a  tomb  for  Jonathan  Read ;  and  a 
moral  monument  for  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Bowea. 

In  the  I6th  of  Edward  I.,  the  church  of  North  Cray  was 
valued  at  ten  marks,  and  that  of  Rokesley  at  eight.  This 
rectory  was  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at  £13  19  9i,  the 
yearly  lenlha  being  17b.  I  Ifd. 

In  1821  there  were  forty*two  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
North  Cray ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
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or  inhabitants  were  aa  follow  :  males  139,  females  116,  mftking 

a  total  of  245  souls. 

Bbxley  is  tlie  next  parish,  and  written  in  ancient  deeds 
Bekesley,  having  derived  its  name  from  the  words  Bee  or  BeAe, 
signifying  a  stream,  and  /ey,  a  pasture.  It  is  written  in  Domes- 
day Bix,  in  the  Textu%  Roffeims,  BixU,  and  now  Bextey. 

This  pariah  is  very  exietisive,  being  about  three  milea  acroH 
either  way ;  there  is  much  hill  and  dale,  the  whole  interspersed 
with  coppice  wood;  the  most  predominant  soil  is  gravel  mixed 
with  clay,  a  great  portion  is  poor  and  barren,  excepting  in  the 
vale  near  the  river.  Westward  of  Bartford  healh  are  the  several 
seats  of  Lamienby,  Blendon,  and  Danson,  with  the  Bmsll  ham- 
lets of  Hurst,  Halfway  Street,  Bridgen,  Upton,  and  Walling, 
or  indeed  more  properly  Well  end,  which  name  was  given  to  it 
from  the  safe  arrival  of  travellers  who  had  escaped  the  dangn 
of  being  robbed  on  Shooter's  bill.  Among  the  woods  at  the 
western  extremity  is  Blackfen  manor,  which  belonged  to  Mr. 
Richard  Day.  At  the  southern  bounds  of  the  parish  are  the  seau 
of  Mount  and  Dale  Mascall;  and  at  the  northern,  tbatofflii^ 
place;  beyond  which  it  extends  to  the  high  London  road*  to 
Dover,  which  crosses  Bexley  heath  for  a  mile  in  length.  The 
several  high  roads  from  the  Grays,  Dartford  heath,  Eltham,  and 
the  London  road  at  Bexley  heath,  and  Crayford,  lead  through 
the  village  of  Bexley,  situated  at  the  eastern  part  of  the  parish, 
in  the  valley,  on  the  banks  of  the  Cray.  From  iu  size  and 
populous  neighbourhood,  it  may  well  be  atyled  the  town  of 
Bexley.  In  the  several  hamlets  around  are  many  handaome 
ornamented  cottages  and  modem-built  houses,  inhabited  by 
genteel  families  of  fortune  j  the  church  standing  at  the  east 
end.  Still  farther  eastward  is  the  Manor  place,  nbicb  has  for 
many  years  been  made  use  of  only  as  a  farm-house;  and  opp<^ 
site  the  church,  southward,  stood  the  parsonage,  a  large  and 
curious  old  timbered  building,  now  pulled  down. 

The  river  Cray  flows  through  the  centre  of  this  village,  and 
passing  under  a  brick  bridge,  (erected  by  the  subscription  of 
the  neighbouring  gentry,)  it  passes  by  the  late  Mr.  Thorpe's 
garden,  to  those  of  Hall  place,  a  little  above  which  it  receives 
a  small  brook  that  rises  above  Lamienhy,  and  having  passed 
through  Blendon  Paddock,  crosses  the  Eltham  road  od  its  way 
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hither,  where  it  joint  the  river  Cray,  just  below  Bourne  place. 
Hence  the  river  flows  by  Hall  place,  and  then  by  the  farm  of 
Wantsum,  belonging  to  Shovel  Blackwood,  esq.,  to  Crayrord  ; 
and  where,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obBetre,  the  manor  of 
Bexley  claims  over  thia  river  on  its  entrance  into  the  pariah, 
from  North  Cray,  till  within  one  field  of  Crayford  bridge. 

Cenulph  king  of  Mercia  gave  to  Wilfred  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury ten  plough  lands;  and  in  Domesday  survey  this  place 
IB  entered  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate's  lands  in  this 
county. 

This  manor  remained  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  see  of 
Canterbury  till  archbishop  Cranmer,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
granted  it  to  that  monarch. 

Tbe  manor  of  Bexley  remained  vested  in  the  crown  till 
granted  by  James  I.,  in  fee.  to  Sir  John  Spelman,  who  soon 
after  conveyed  it  to  that  great  antiquary,  William  Camden,  esq., 
clarencieuz  at  arms,  who,  in  addition  to  devoting  his  pen  to  the 
service  of  the  learned  world,  endowed  it  also  with  the  chief  part 
of  bis  fortune,  by  founding  an  historical  lecture  in  the  univer- 
sity of  Oxford. 

He  by  deed,  in  the  19th  year  of  the  same  reign,  made  over 
his  right  in  this  manor  to  the  chancellor,  masters,  and  scholars 
of  Oxford,  with  this  proviso,  that  the  profits,  computed  to  be  of 
the  yearly  value  of  £400,  should  be  enjoyed  by  Mr.  William 
Heather,  and  bis  heirs,  for  ninety-nine  years,  from  the  death  of 
the  donor,  during  which  time  the  possessor  should  pay  to  the 
professor  of  history,  in  Oxford,  jC140  per  annum,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  above  term,  the  whole  estate  should  be  vested 
in  the  university. 

Mr.  Camden  died  in  1623,  on  which  the  fee  of  this  manor 
became  vested  in  the  university,  subject  to  Mr.  Heather's  term 
of  ninety-nine  years,  who  parted  with  bis  interest  to  Sir  Francis 
Leigh,  of  Addington,  in  Surrey.  His  great  grandson,  Francis 
Leigh,  of  Hawley,  possessed  this  manor  when  the  term  expired, 
and  bad  a  lease  granted  of  the  same  by  the  university,  for 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £140;  which  has 
since  been  renewed  from  time  to  time.  Francis  Leigh  died  in 
1734,  possessed  of  this  lease,  as  also  his  son,  in  1774,  without 
issue,  who  bequeathed  his  interest  to  his  nephew,  Richard, 
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only  eon  of  hia  brother.  Eicbard  Leigfa,  esq.,  deceaied.  who 

became  the  lessee  of  the  sams. 

A  «onrt<leet  is  held  for  thu  manor. 

HioH-BTSBET  HOUSE  IS  a  Seat,  standing  in  the  village  of 
Bexley,  near  the  cbarchyard.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  man- 
sion of  some  note,  and  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  Gold- 
well's  ;  from  which  name  it  passed  to  that  of  the  Austen's, 
of  Han  place.  Sir  Robert  Aasteo  having  died  possessed  of  it 
to  1666.  His  widow  then  retired  to  this  resideoce  with  her 
younger  children,  and  died  in  1687,  being  succeeded  by  her 
third  son,  Edward,  whose  son,  John,  died  poBseesed  of  it  in 
17S0,  when  his  two  sisters  becoming  his  heirs,  they  joined  in 
the  sale  of  the  property  to  John  Thorpe,  esq.,  whose  family 
had  been  of  eminence  in  this  county  for  some  generations. 
Edward  Thorpe  was  of  RtJvenden  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VU., 
one  of  whose  descendants.  Dr.  John  Thorpe,  m.d.  and  p.b.s., 
was  of  Rochester,  a  very  learned  and  indefatigable  antiquary; 
he  died  in  1750,  leaving  an  only  son,  John  Thorpe,  esq.,  above 
mentioned,  who  porcfaaiied  this  estate.  He  was  also  well  versed 
in  ancient  and  nstnral  histoiy,  and  died  in  1793,  leaving  two 
dao^ters,  Elizabeth,  manied  to  John  Meggisou,  of  Morpeth; 
and  the  youngest,  to  Cuthbert  Potts,  esq.  of  Ixindon  ;  on  a 
division  of  whose  ioheritancs  the  estate  of  High  Street  house 
became  the  property  of  Mrs.  Potts. 

Lahibnby,  now  generally  called  Lamdbg,  is  a  seat  in  this 
parish,  situated  abont  two  miles  westward  from  Bezley  churoh, 
between  the  hamlets  of  Hurst  and  Halfway  vtreat.  It  once 
belonged  to  a  family  caHed  Lanienby,  or  Spanmo,  Uie  last  of 
which  name  was  Thomas  Sparrow,  who  died  in  1513.  He  ]e& 
a  daughter,  who  carried  this  seat  in  marriage  to  James  Ooldwell, 
descended  from  the  family  of  that  name  in  Great  Chart. 

A  good  house  was  1^  him  erected  here,  which  became,  at 
length,  the  property  of  his  grandson,  3<A\q,  who,  in  thereiga  of 
Charles  1.,  resided  here.  One  of  his  descendants  sold  this  seat 
to  one  James,  and  John  James  passed  it  away  to  Nieholas 
Warren,  esq.,  who  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Foster,  and  be,  in 
1744,  pasted  it  by  sale  to  William  Steele,  esq.,  who  rebuilt  this 
seat,  and  made  the  park.  His  son  dying  without  issue,  it 
passed  to  bis  sisters,  one  of  whom  parted  with  her  interest 
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therein  to  Robert  Dinsley,  esq.,  and  the  other  three  told  iheir 
respective  shares  to  Mr.  Miebael  Lejay,  of  London,  who  be- 
queathed them  by  nill  to  Anthonv  Chamier,  esq.,  who  died  in 
1780.  The  family  of  the  Dingley's  possessed  their  portions  oF 
this  estate  till  the  Rev.  Robert  Dingley,  in  1783,  alienated  his 
fourth  part  to  David  Orme,  esq.  m.d.,  the  purchaser  of  the 
other  moieties,  who  then  became  possessed  of  the  whole,  and 
made  many  additions  to  this  sent,  where  he  occasionally 
resided. 

Br.BNOOK  HALL,  Written  in  old  deeds  £/(KliWon cour/,  stands 
in  the  hamlet  of  Bridgen,  and  was  anciently  in  the  possession 
of  Jordan  de  Bladindon,  a  name  which,  in  process  of  time, 
became  corrupted  into  Blendon.  He,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
II.,  passed  it  away  to  the  Walsingham's,  in  which  family  it 
continued  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  when 
it  passed  by  snle  to  the  Ferbie's,  of  Paul's  Cray  hill,  one  of 
whose  descendants,  under  Henry  VI.,  conveyed  it  to  William 
Marshall,  who  alienated  it  to  the  Rawlins's.  In  that  name  it 
continued  for  some  generations,  when  passing  to  the  May's,  it 
was,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  conveyed  to  the  family  trf 
Wroth,  John  Wroth,  esq.  having  died  in  1671,  from  whom  this 
estate  descended  to  his  son.  Sir  John  Wroth,  hart.,  subject  to 
a  mortgage  term  of  1000  years,  granted  by  his  father. 

In  1672,  Edward  Bremster  owned  the  residue  of  this  term, 
and  took  possession  of  Blendon  hall,  and  in  1673  conveyed  his 
interest  to  Sir  Edward  Brett.  He  died  in  1684,  without  issue, 
and  devised  his  interest  to  John,  first  son  of  Henry  Fisher;  in 
porsuance  of  which,  he  assumed  the  name  of  Brelt,  and  resided 
•t  Blendon  hall.  He  died  without  issue  in  1732,  and  devised 
this  manor  to  Jacob  Sawbridge,  who  died  in  1748,  end  was 
succeeded  by  bis  son,  James,  who,  in  1763,  conveyed  it  by  sale 
to  Lady  Mary  Scott,  when  it  continued  in  that  family  down  to 
William  Scott,  esq.  who  resided  some  time  at  iUendon,  and 
afterwards  at  Canterbury. 

Near  Blendon  hall  is  a  seat  called  Bridgen  place,  frtun  its 
situation  in  this  hamlet,  built  by  William  Cope,  esq.  who 
resided  there. 

Dansoh  hill  is  a  manor  and  seat  adjoining  the  high  Dover 
road,  in  the  northern  part  of  this  parish.  It  was  formerly 
called  the  manor  of  Daunton,  or  Dauanngtait,  and,  in  the  reign 
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of  Elizabeth,  belonged  (o  Mathew  Parker,  second  son  of  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  dying  without  issue^  deviied 
it  to  the  archbiBhop.  He  gave  it  to  his  bod,  John,  in  1574, 
when,  by  a  fine  levied,  it  came  into  the  possession  of  John 
Siyleman,  of  London,  who  died  posBessed  of  it  in  1734, 
bequeathing  the  moiety  of  this  estate,  (then  let  to  John  Sel- 
wyn,  esq.)  for  ever,  in  trust,  for  the  charities  mentioned  in  hi> 
bequest.  This  moiety,  in  which  Daunnon  and  the  lands  round 
it  were  included,  was  afterwards  let  to  Mr.  John  Boyd,  who,  in 
the  2d  of  George  III.,  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  made  by 
him  with  the  trustees  of  this  estate,  procured  an  Act  for  vesting 
a  rent  charge  of  £100  per  annum,  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
poor  families,  described  in  the  will,  in  lieu  of  the  moiety  of  the 
lands  devised  therein  for  that  purpose,  and  for  vesting  the 
moiety,  in  fee  simple,  to  him  and  his  heirs.  Soon  after,  Mr. 
Boyd  erected,  on  an  eminence  about  a  quarter  of  n  mite  from 
the  old  seat,  a  most  elegant  mansion  of  Portland  stone,  the 
inside  of  which  is  decorated  in  a  magnificent  style,  on  which 
he  conferred  the  name  of  Danson  hill.  Behind  the  house  is  a 
fine  sheet  of  water,  so  contrived  as  to  appear  a  beautiful  ser- 
pentine river,  flowing  through  the  grounds  ;  the  whole  having 
been  designed  and  executed  by  the  famous  Capability  Browne, 
who  also  laid  out  the  adjoining  grounds  with  great  taste  and 
skill.     In  1775  Mr.  Boyd  was  created  a  baronet. 

Brampton  hall  is  a  seat  at  the  northern  boundaries  of  this 
parish,  near  the  high  London  road,  and  was  formerly  the  pro- 
perty of  Austin  Parke  Goddard,  esq.,  who  alienated  it  to  Mr. 
Peter  Warren,  of  London.  He  resided  here,  and  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  properly  in  1772,  leaving  it  to  his  son,  Mr.  Alport 
Peter  Warren.  This  seat  was  long  the  residence  of  William 
Edmeades,  esq.,  now  of  Xursted  court,  (an  honourable  family 
known  at  the  latter  places  for  some  centuries) ;  it  was  after- 
wards sold  to  Mr.  FraticiB  Vanhagen,  of  London  ;  is  now  the 
propertyof  Frederick  Vanhagen,  esq,  Thegardens  of  Brampton 
are  extensive,  including  upwards  of  100  feet  of  hot  houses, 
graperies,  Sec,  and  the  eastern  front  of  the  mansion  is  much 
admired.  The  house  is  large  and  commodious,  and  the  pros- 
pect it  commands  on  one  side  in  particular  very  extensive. 
'  Hall  place  is  an  ancient  and  stately  mansion,  standing  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  parish,  near  Crayford.     It  was  anci- 
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ently  the  inheritance  of  a  family  which  thence  asBumed  its 
name,  being  called  At  Hall,  the  lait  of  whom  was  Thomas  at 
Hall,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  conveyed  it  to  Thomas 
Shelle,  of  Gaysum,  in  Westerham,  in  whose  family  it  continued 
down  to  Thomas  Shelley,  who  resided  and  died  here  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.;  and  his  son,  William,  passed  this  manor 
away  to  Sir  John  Cbampneis,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIU.  His 
son,  Justinian,  possettsed  this  estate  in  the  reign  of  Elizaheth, 
when,  in  that  of  Charles  I.,  it  was  conveyed  to  Rohert  Austen, 
esq.,  who  left  four  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom,  John,  succeeded 
him.  Sir  Robert  Austen  died  in  1666,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  eldest  son,  Sir  John  Austen,  bart.  who  resided  here,  as  did 
his  SOD,  Sir  Robert,  who  left  three  sons.  Sir  Robert,  the 
eldest,  succeeded  his  father,  and  resided  at  Hall  place,  where 
he  died  in  1743;  and  afler  descending  to  many  of  that  name, 
the  last  dying  without  issue,  the  fee  of  this  seat  and  estate 
became  vested  in  Francis  lord  le  Despencer,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  1781,  and  devised  it  to  Francis  Dasfawood,  who 
continued  the  owner;  but  the  mansion  was  occupied  as  a 
school  for  young  gentlemen. 

At  ft  small  distance  from  Hall  place,  on  the  road  leading 
hence  to  Crayford,  is  a  seat,  called  Mount  PUatanl,  built 
by  Richard  Simms,  esq.  of  Blaclcheath,  on  his  marriage  with 
one  of  the  sisters  of  Sir  Robert  Austen,  who  died  in  1743. 
By  her  lie  left  an  only  daughter,  who  carried  her  interest 
therein  in  marriage  to  Qranado  Piggott;  when  it  was  subse- 
quently sold  to  Thomas  Edsall,  esq.,  who  becoming  a  bank- 
rapt  ID  1778,  the  remainder  of  his  term  was  disposed  of  to 
William  Selwyn,  esq.  who  resided  there;  but  the  inheritance 
belonged  to  Francis  Dashwood,  esq. 

BoOBNE  PLACE  is a  small  but  elegant  bouse,  standing  at 
no  great  distance  from  Hall  place,  near  the  spot  where  the 
bourne  or  rivulet  which  flows  from  Lamienby  joins  the  river 
Cray.  It  was  erected,  many  years  back,  by  Laurence  Holker, 
esq.  of  London,  who,  from  its  situation,  named  it  Boumeplace, 
and  afterwards  resided  there.  Mr.  Holkar,  an  eminent  prac- 
titioner in  the  law,  died  unmarried  in  1793,  when  this  property 
devolved  to  bis  niece,  Mrs.  Potts,  of  London. 

Bkxlbt  is  in  the  bcclbbiaitical  jubisoiction  of  the 
dncae  of  Rochester,  and,  being  a  peculiar,  in  the  dtmury  of 
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Sbortliam.  Th«  handsome  altarpieoe  was  giv«a  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  HuDtirigton,  vicar,  *.s.  1705.  On  tlie  aouth  side  of 
the  cbsncel  is  a  confeBsioiiBry,  conBistiiig  «f  Uiree  divisions  of 
pointed  arches,  and  a  recess  for  holy  water ;  on  the  Dorth  aide 
are  seven  aocient  suUs  of  oak,  ornamented  with  Gothic 
mottldings  and  carved  ornaments ;  and  on  the  uppermost  stall 
was  carved  an  antique  shield,  bearing  three  pthu,  or  Pittet  buM 
naUmt,  being  the  arms  of  the  Lucy's. 

In  this  churoh  are  the  following  memorials  :  in  the  aouth 
aide,  a  mural  monumeat  for  John  Styleman.  esq.  of  Loodoa; 
in  the  north  aisle,  a  monament  for  John  Hater,  esq.;  a  mnial 
tomb  for  Edward  Austen ;  and  another  for  Sir  Edward  Brett. 
A  mural  tomb  for  Sir  John  Chsmpneis,  with  numerous  others 
for  that  family,  as  well  as  the  Austen's;  and  g;r«vestonBs  for 
the  Herewortb's,  the  Shelley's,  (he  Bunion's,  the  Bishoppe's, 
(be  Gerard's,  and  the  Cosein's.  A  mural  monument  for  Hr. 
Benjamin  Uunlingt<Hi,  vicar  of  Bezley;  a  gravestone  for  Sir 
Richard  Ford  ;  and  a  atone,  with  an  inscription,  for  Tfaomsa 
Sparrow,  of  Bexley. 

In  the  churcbynrd  lies  interred  the  Rev.  Nichotaa  Frank- 
well,  vioar ;  there  is  also  en  altar-tomh  for  Elizabeth  Cook, 
spinster,  of  Mount  Masoall ;  and  many  others,  which  have 
mouldered  away. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  L  this  church  was  valued  at  (hir^ 
marks,  and  the  vicnrage  at  ten,  which  latter  was  estimated  in 
the  king's  books  at  £13  4  7,  tbe  yearly  tenths  being  £16^ 

In  1821  there  were  403  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Bezlcy; 
•nd  at  tbe  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  Uie  popal*- 
tion  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nvmbers  of  saha- 
biunts  were  as  follow:  males  1164,  females  1147,  making  a 
total  of  231 1  aoals. 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  CODSHEATH, 


PARISH  AND  VILLE  OF  BRASTED. 

Tbb  hundred  of   Oodshbath  Km  lauthnard  from  tbat  of 
Axtane,  and  ■«  writUn  in  ancient  records  CooaftDK. 

Tb«  honour  of  Otford  claims  over  tbe  whole  of  this  hundred, 
and  was  part  of  the  ancient  poasasaions  of  the  we  of  Canter- 
hniy,  wfaera  it  coatiou^d  till  i^iited,  as  an  appendage  to  that 
maoor,  by  Archbishop  Cranmer,  to  Henry  VIII.,  in  his  29th 
yesLTi  as  will  be  hereftfiet  nwiittoned.  It  contains  the  parishes 
of  Shobeham,  Hauteo,  Otfors,  Kbhsino,  Seals, 
SsvBNOAK,  CHBVEiiiHO  in  part,  Sundridgb  and  Wood- 
itAHO  ID  KiMOSDOWN,  and  the  churches  of  ihoae  parishes; 
also  part  of  the  parishes  of  Lyohe  and  Speldhurst,  the 
chaxchei  of  which  ar«  in  another  hundred. 

Sbobbhah  lies  the  next  p«riah  southward  from  iuUingstOBe; 
io  tb«  Ttxtw  Ro^iaia  it  ia  written  Scborbam. 

This  perish  is  watered  by  the  river  Darent,  which  flow* 
thcoDgb  the  centre.  The  village  of  Shoreham,  by  no  oieana 
aaoall.  is  situated  on  both  aide*  of  tbe  rivar,  ovec  which  ate  two 
bridges,  Dearly  at  tbe  southern  boundary,  Dext  to  Olford,  with 
the  obutcj)  and  seat  of  New  Housa  on  the  eastern  side.  Hence 
thtt  chalk  hills  rise,  where  the  soil  is  barren,  and  much  covered 
with  Sists.  Towards  the  western  bousdarieB  are  tbe  two  amall 
banltta  of  Romney  street  and  Thimbliog  bottom  ;  in  the  south 
part  are  the  estates  of  Sepham  and  Filaton  ;  and  in  the  northern, 
doaeto  the  livei,  those  of  Preston  and  Shoreham,  otherwise 
Iftillingatoa*  castle.  About  a  mile  westward  from  the  former 
ia  ths  maiwv  of  Cockhani,  the  property  of  Sir  John  Dyke. 

Tb*  high  road  from  Dartford,  through  Farninghan  and 
Eynaford,  towards  Sevenoak,  runs  along  the  hills  oo  the  eastern 
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side  ofthis  parish,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  villsgc  of 
Shoreham,  which,  having  no  high  road  of  any  public  descrip- 
tion, is  but  little  frequented  by  travellers,  snd  the  turnpike  road 
being  wholly  chalk  and  stones,  is  by  no  meana  pleasant  for 
trarelliog. 

A  fair  is  held  here,  on  the  Istof  May,  for  pedlary.' 

The  manor  was  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  conveyed  to  HenryVIII.  in  exchange 
for  other  premises.  It  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  death  of 
Charles  I.,  when  the  Parliament  seized  on  the  royal  revenues  to 
supply  the  necessities  of  the  Slate,  when  it  was  sold  to  John 
Singleton,  with  whom  it  remained  till  the  Restoration  ;  and 
again  returning  to  the  crown,  continued  as  an  appendage  to  the 
honour  ofOtford. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester  possesses,  by  purchase 
from  the  crown,  a  feefarm  of  £20  14  B  yearly  rent  from  this 
manor. 

Near  the  entrance  into  the  parisb,  southward  from  Lulling- 
Btone,  lies  Pbbston,  adjoining  the  river  Darent.  Thia  place 
was  formerly  accounted  an  append^e  to  the  manor  of 
Halsted,  and,  as  such,  was  held  of  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  Preaton  was  in  the  posseutoa 
of  Sir  Thomas  de  Bnckland,  whose  ancestors  owned  conside- 
rabte  property  in  this  county,  having  borne  for  their  arms, 
Argent,  an  eagle,  sabie,  beaked  and  tmguled,or.  His  descend- 
ant, Thomas,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  left  an  only  daughter 
Alice,  who  conveyed  this  estate  in  marriage  to  John  Polley,  or 
Folhill,  of  Polhill  street,  in  Detling.  He  had  three  sons,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  John,  resided  at  Preston,  when  one  of  bis  de- 
scendants passed  away  Preston  by  sale  to  Paul  D'Aranda, 
esq.,  who  died  possessed  of  it  id  1712.  His  son,  in  1715,  sold 
ihJB  estate  to  John  Barrett,  esq.,  in  which  family  it  descended 
down  to  Thomas  Barrett,  esq.,  in  whom  it  was  ultimately 
vested. 

Shobbhak  Castle,  formerly  called  LuUingstone,  is  «!• 
tuated  close  to  the  river  Sareat,  nearly  adjoining  the  palea  of 
LuUingstone  park.  To  this  castle  there  was  a  manor  append- 
ant, called  the  manor  of  LulRngstone  cattle,  of  which  Hugo  de 
Poyntz  died  possessed  in  the  Ist  of  £dward  II.    in  the  20th 
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of  Edwvd  III.,  Sir  Roger  da  CbaundoiB  pnid  aid  Tor  the  manor 
of  LnlliDgitone  caatle,  as  one  koigbt's  fee,  which  Hugo  d« 
Poyntz  had  before  held  of  the  archbiahop  of  Canterbary.  In 
tb«  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  Roger  Newborougb  had 
poaaeation  granted  of  this  manor  or  castle  of  Lullingstone, 
otherwise  le  Castell,  holding  Uof  the  king  inagiite,  by  knight's 
service,  of  the  honour  of  Otford;  In  the  I7th  of  Elizabeth 
John  NewborODgb  levied  a  fine  of  these  premises,  and  passed 
tbem  by  sale  to  Thomas  Polhill,  of  Preston,  whose  descendant 
John,  sold  this  estate  to  Paul  D'Aranda,  esq.,  whose  eldest 
SOD  conveyed  both  castle  and  manor,  in  1716,  to  John 
Barrett,  esq.,  in  whose  son  they  became  vested. 

Shoreham  castle,  as  it  is  now  called,  has  been  long  in  ruins ; 
Leiand  tella  us  it  was  so  in  his  time,  under  Henry  Vlll,  The 
present  fiirm-bouse  seems  to  hare  been  built  out  of  the  ruins. 

FtLsToN,  formerly  written  Fkhton,  is  a  manor  here,  situated 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southward  from  the  village  of  Shore- 
bam.  It  was  anciently  held  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
by  the  Chue's,  earls  of  Gloucester  and  Hertford.  In  1364, 
under  Henry  HI.,  a  composition  was  entered  into  between 
Archbishop  Boniface  and  Richard  de  Clare,  in  relation  to  th« 
eattoma  and  aervices,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  earl  should 
do  homage,  and  the  service  of  one  knight's  fee  for  this  manor 
of  Vielston.  This  manor  was  again  held  of  the  earl  of  Clare, 
under  Henry  III.,  by  a  family  which  thence  derived  its  sur- 
name. 

Hamon  de  Vielslan  possessed  it  in  the  above  reign,  and' 
demiaed  several  parcels  of  land  in  this  parish  to  Sepham,  of 
Sepbam,  Timberden,  of  Timberden,  and  others.  In  the  reign 
ofEdwardlll.  it  appears  to  ba*e  been  vested  in  the  crown,' 
when  it  passed  to  Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham,  who  died  possessed 
of  this  estate  in  the  3&th  of  that  reign.  It  continued  in  the 
latter  family  ^till  carried  by  a  female  heir  in  marriage  to  Sir 
Edward  Borough,  whence  it  became  alienated  to  Robert 
Blague,  and  from  him  to  a  Petley,  one  of  whose  descendants 
sold  it  to  John  Barrett,  esq.  of  New  house,  in  this  parish)  and 
bia  grandson  Thomas  ultimately  possessed  the  same. 

Sefhah  is  an  estate  here,  now  called  Up  Sepham,  m.A  lies 
about  half  a  mile  southward  from  Filston,  having  formerly  had 
owners  of  that  name,  being  an  eiiuDent  family  of  long  standing, 
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one  of  wbon,  WUIiaia  de  Sephun,  died  pcnaosed  of  it  in  A* 
25lh  of  Edward  II  (.,  as  alao  tb«  CBUts  of  Pluen.  Tb«y  b*ra 
foe  iiiwarmB^ Sable,  tine  caqm'foiiStargaKt.betKmntevmtrom 
cronlttt  ^cJkK  of  the  ittojid;  which  coat  m  stUL  MDHu&inic  oa 
the  roof  of  the  oloiatora  of  Cajiteibiuy  cathodral. 

After  U)iB  (asHly  had  continued  owners  of  both  Uiew 
eibttea,  ooe  bji  purchaae,  the  other  hy  de^cevt,  Uey  weie,  ia 
tha  reign  of  HeuryVllI^doiawed  by  sale  to  Francis  SeadlMck. 
whose  daughtei  carried  them  Id  imriiage  to  David  FolhilU 
esq^  and  bis  direct  deaocndaat,  Charles  Polbill«  esq,  of  Ch«^ 
Btedi  afterwords  owned  the  bsriq. 

Shobehah  is  within  the  BcckiaiAsTiCAi.  jvRiaBiCTtoi 
of  the  dioctu  of  Kocbester,  and,  being  a  peculiar^  ia  witbis  id 
own  deanery  of  Slwiehan-  The  aevend  parishea  haviag  bean 
part  of  the  tncwnt  poassssions  of  the  see  of  Canteibniy,  an 
eKcmptfroni  the  jurisdictioa  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocesAin 
which  th«y  lie,  and  as  awch  sn  peculiar  to  the  jutiadicfisn,  of 
the  aiebbiihoD  ohIt.  wlience  thev  have  aoauired  the  name  of 
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Ib  18S1  there  were  ]63dweHn>g8intbcp»n^  of  Slioreham; 

md  kt  the  nnw  period,  wbm  the  Int  oensns  of  the  pepul&tioa 

was  twlua  hj  order  of  ParliftmeDt,  the  nnmhere  of  inhabitants 

were  n  follow :  males  438,  females  463,  making  a  tot«l  of 


Weatward  fron  Shnreham  it  the  pariBh  of  Halbtbb,  which 
takes  its  oame  from  its  high  situation,  ^asi  aftui  laeut,  ft  place 
on  Bti  CTDinenoe. 

This  parish  lies  among  the  bills,  and  contains  aboat  900 
teres  of  land,  whereof  about  eighty  are  wood.  The  soil  i« 
chalk  and  clay,  much  covered  with  flints.  The  Place  house, 
with  the  chnroh  near,  is  «rtuated  about  half  a  mile  westward 
from  the  high  London  road,  leading  through  Farnborough, 
toward*  Sevenoak,  at  the  distance  of  about  ei^teen  miles  from 
London,  on  whick  is  a  hamlet  called  Looks  Bottom.  The 
village  of  Halsted  stands  abost  a  mile  from  the  church, 
■Dutfaward  of  which  the  parish  is  bciuaded  by  a  large  coppice 
wood,  extending  nearly  as  far  as  Madamsoolt  hill,  the  wbola 
being  a  lonely  situation. 

This  place  was,  in  -very  early  times,  owned  by  a  family  of  the 
VMue  of  Malavil,  which  held  it  of  the  archbishop  of  Canter* 
bury.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gu/es,  aHenpawant  gitardant, 
or,  ervtmed,  argent,  tba  same  being  now  quartered  by  the 
fatnily  of  the  Deriog's.  William  de  Malerill  held  this  seat  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  HI.,  soon  after  which  it  passed  to  the 
family  of  the  CbelsfieldV  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  was 
owned  by  Rtilph  Savage,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  the  same 
rvign  it  was  'the  property  of  William  Borys,  whose  descendant, 
WilKam,  in  tbe  reign  of  Henry  VL,  died  possessed  of  iHaisted 
in  1444. 

It  then  pneed  to  lliomas  Bourchier,  erohbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, who  died  in  I486,  and  devised  this  manor  to  his  kina- 
man.  Sir  Thomas  Bonrohier,  tbe  younger,  whose  descendant, 
Alice,  conveyed  it  in  marriage  to  William,  son  of  RidiBrd 
Petley. 

In  his  descendants  it  continaed  down  to  Thomsa  Petley, 
who,  in  the  I7A  of  Elizabeth,  poseed  it  away  by  sale  to  Sir 
llionat  Wataon,  whose  only  daughter  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  Sir  William  Pope,  of  Wilcat,  in  Ocon,  afterwards  created 
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Baron  Pope,  of  Belturbet,  and  earl  of  Downe.  ia  the  kiii)^oin 
of  Ireland.  His  grandson  passed  away  this  manor,  with  the 
■eat  called  Halated  Court  lodge,  to  Mr.  Edward  Ashe,  of  Hey- 
tesbury.in  Wiltshire,  whose  descendant  sold  the  estate  to  one 
Lansdell,  who  conveyed  this  manor  to  trustees  for  the  use  of 
LordVere  Beauclerk,  third  son  of  Charles,  first  duke  of  St 
Albans.  He  died  in  1781,  and  the  late  duke,  in  1793,  alien- 
ated this  manor  to  Mr.  William  Brooke,  of  this  parish. 

The  mansion  house,  or  court  lodge  of  the  manor,  formeri; 
called  Halsted  court,  but  now  Halsted  place,  were  in  1755  told 
by  Lord  Vere  to  Robert  Bagahaw,  who,  some  time  aft», 
passed  them  to  Ralph  Foley,  esq.,  one  of  whose  desc»ndaiiU 
resided  at  Halsted  place  for  some  years,  when  it  was  sold  to 
John  Sargent,  esq.,  who  died  in  1791,  and  again  passed  it  by 
sale  lo  Arnold  Arnold,  esq.,  who  at  that  time  resided  there. 

Halsted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocete  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  peculiar  of  the  archbisbop, 
is  within  the  dtamry  of  Shorefaatn.  The  church,  dedicated  to 
St.  Margaret,  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  with  a  small 
chapel  on  the  north  side,  and  a  pointed  steeple. 

Sir  Thomas  Watson,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Halsted,  was  a 
great  benefactor  to  this  church.  In  1609  he  rebuilt  from  the 
ground  the  chapel,  of  freestone,  on  the  north  side,  snd 
adorned  the  esst  end  with  curious  painted  glass,  richly  orna- 
mented, but  now  destroyed.  He  likewise  new  built  the  steeple 
with  stone,  from  the  ground,  and  repaired  and  new  tiled  the 
church  and  chancel,  with  various  other  improrements. 

Among  other  monuments  are  the  following:  in  the  aisles 
gravestone,  with  the  figure  of  a  man,  and  a  greyhound  at  hi* 
feet,  for  William  Burgo,  formerly  lord  of  Halsted,  and.a  monn- 
ment  for  Thomas  Holt;  on  the  south  side  a  gravestone,  with 
the  figures  of  a  man  and  woman  in  brass,  and  an  inscriptioD  in 
black  letter  for  William  Petley.  Philipott  supposes  tbit  to 
be  the  memorial  of  William  de  Chellesfield.       ^ 

It  is  a  rectory  in  the  patronage  of  the  archbishop  of  Cio- 
terbnry,  being  part  of  the  ancient  possessions  of  that  see. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  it  was.  valued  at  100  shillings. 

By  the  commiimn  of  Inquiry,  in  1650,  it  was  returned  tbst 
Hidated  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  house  and  barn,  and  fifty-one 
acres  of  land,  valued  at  •^^  per  aonam.    It  was  rated  in  the 
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kwg't  books  at  £5  17  11,  the  yearly  tenths  being  Us.  9H- 
h  has  now  only  tavea  acres  of  glebe  lanJ. 

Id  1821  there  were  forty-two  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
HsUtcd  i  and  at  the  sans  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  . 
inhabitants  were  as. follow :  males  133,  females  110,  making  a 
toul  of  243  aouls. 

OrroRD  lies  next  to  HaUted,  called  in  Saxon,  Ottaiiford, 
in  Domesday,  Ottfort,  aod  in  the  Textus  Rqffenm,  Otuford; 
tot  it  may  be  obserred  that  the  syllabla  an,  when  it  is  the 
accoHd  in  the  Saxon  name  of  a  place,  is  generally  left  out  in 
our  modern  pronunciation. 

Otfokd  PABiBH  is  about  nine  miles  in  circumference,  and 
contsitw  about  2400  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  seventy  are 
woodland.  It  liea  fox  the  largest  part  i»  a  low  damp  situation, 
whi^  renders  it  far  frtun  pleasant,  giving  it  a  gloomy  appear- 
ance, and  in  all  probability  it  would  hare  been  little  known, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  residence  of  the  archbishops  for  a 
length  of  time.  In  the  valley  there  is  much  meadow  land,  and, 
though  the  rivulets  and  springs  throughout  render  it  very 
moist  and  marshy,  it  is,  oevertbelesi,  rather  fertile.  Towards 
Sevenoak  the  soil  becomes  sandy,  and  on  tbe  western  hills 
entirely  chalk,  mixed  with  flint  atonea,  being  in  geaeral  very 
barren.  The  river  Darent  runs  through  this  district  north- 
waidt  being  also  watered  by  two  other  streams,  which  join  tbe 
rivar.  Hence  the  chalk  hills  rise  oa  either  side  towards  tbe 
eaat  and  west.  The  high  road  from  Dartford  to  Sevenoak 
traverses  the  village  of  Otfurd,  which  stands  at  the  foot  of  the 
chalk  bills  in  the  valley,  not  £ar  from  the  eastern  banks  of  the 
Darcet,  across  which  another  road  branches  off  from  the  village 
towards  Chevening.  At  the  entrance  of  the  village  from  Eyns< 
Cud,  stood,  till  within  some  years,  an  ancient  seat,  apparently 
of  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  which  bore  the  appearance  of  tbe 
opulence  of  its  ancient  possessors.  It  was  formerly  known 
1^  tbe  name  of  ColUboelt,  and  for  many  years  tbe  residence  of 
the  fiinily  of  the  Petty's.  From  the  heirs  of  that  race  it  passed 
by  sale  to  George  Lake,  whose  sister,  in  1790,  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Jsmes  Martyn,  who  pulled  down  the  whole,  and  built  a  good 
mansion  on  the  aite,  where  be  resided.    On  the  oppoMte,  or 
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southern  side,  are  the  ruins  of  the  archiepiteopKl  palace,  «n4 
near  Uiem  the  church.  Here  was  a  seat  inhabited  for  many 
years  by  a  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Petley's,  and  another 
estate  by  the  Polhill's,  the  site  of  which  was  afterwards  in  the 
possession  of  his  son,  Charles  Polhill,  esq,  of  Chepsted. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  part  of  this 
parish,  a  fair  being  held  on  the  24th  of  August 

Two  famous  battles  were  fought  at  Otford,  one  in  773.  by 
Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  and  Aldric,  king  of  Kent,  when  Ofl^ 
gained  the  victory,  after  great  slaughter  on  each  side.  The 
other  was  fought  in  1016,  when  Edmund  Ironside  marched  after 
Canute,  the  Danish  king,  whom  he  encountered  at  this  place, 
and  made  a  great  slaughter. 

The  fields  are  full  of  the  remains  of  those  slain  in  tbe«e 
battles,  bones  being  continually  discovered ;  and,  in  1767,  many 
skeletons  were  found  io  the  chalk  banks  on  either  side. 

Mr.  Pulhill  had  a  field  in  this  pariah,  called  Dane  Field, 
which  most  probably  was  the  spot  whereon  the  last-mentioned 
battle  with  the  Danes  was  fought. 

In  791,  OSa,  king  of  Mercia,  whose  gifts  to  the  British 
churches  and  monasteries  were  in  general  munificent,  gsfe 
Otteford  to  the  church  of  Canterbury  ;  soon  after  which,  one 
Werhard,  a  powerful  priest,  and  kinsman  to  Archbishop 
AVIfrid,  found  means  to  gain  possession  of  this  property,  bat, 
by  the  command  of  the  archbishop  in  830,  he,  by  his  last  will, 
restored  this  place,  then  estimated  at  ten  hides,  tothecharch 
of  Canterbury,  part  of  the  possessions  of  which  see  it  remained 
on  the  accession  of  Lanfranc,  in  the  4th  of  the  Conqueror,  And 
is  entered  accordingly  in  Domesday  record. 

Otrord  continued  in  the  possession  of  this  see  till  archbishop 
Cranmer,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.,  exchanged  it  witb  the 
king  for  other  premises. 

The  lordship  and  seignory  of  Otford  thus  having  deTolred 
to  the  king,  appears  to  have  been  styled  the  honour  of  Otford, 
there  having  been  a  high  steward  appointed  over  it,  when  it 
remained  with  the  view  of  frankpledge,  and  the  courts  and  law 
days,  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  at  the  death  of  Charles  L  in 
1648  ;  after  which  they  were  seized  by  the  Parliament  fur  the 
use  of  the  State. 

The  archbishops  of  Canterbury  had,  from  the  earliest  ac- 
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coynU.  a  hoosb,  or  palace  bere,  in  which  they  resided  from 
line  to  tioue,  as  appears  hy  their  frequent  mandates,  dated 
from  their  manor  house  of  Otford,  being  a  most  commodioua 
and  favorite  retirement.  They  had  also  for  their  convenience 
and  pleaaure,  two  large  parks,  and  eitensire  woods. 

Thomas  Becket  seems  to  have  been  greatly  pleased  with 
the  retired  situation  of  this  palace,  and  several  tales  are  told 
of  the  miracles  he  wrouf^ht  while  residing  here ;  among  others, 
that  the  archbishop,  finding  tlie  house  wanted  a  fit  spring  to 
water  it,  stuck  his  staff  in  the  ground,  when  water  immediately 
burst  forth,  which  plentifully  supplied  the  palacei  and  wa«. 
called  St.  Thomas's  well. 

I«  was  here  the  great  prelate,  arcfabisfaop  Robert  Winchelsesi 
entertained  King  Edward  I.,,  a.b.  1300,  who  also  resided  here 
at  the  period  of  his  death,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  II.,  at  which 
time  it  appears  there  was  a  park,  which  extended  into  Seven- 
oak  parish,  as,four  years  afterwards,  the  succeeding  archbishop, 
Walter  Reynolds^  had  the  king's  licence  to  purchase  lands  in 
that  parish,  towards  enlarging  it,  but  this  not  being  thought 
safficient  by  one  of  his  successors,  namely  Archbishop  Islip, 
he  also,  by  the  king's  licence,  purchased  lands  and  meadows  in 
the  33d  and  34th  of  Edward  III.  to  effect  that  purpose. 

Archbishop  Deane,  who  came  to  the  see  in  the  Idth  of 
Henry  VII.,  rebuilt  a  great  part  of  this  maosion,  notwithstand- 
tng  which,  his  immediate  successor.  Archbishop  Warham> 
thinking  the  house  by  no  means  adapted  for  his  accommoda- 
tion, rebuilt  the  whole,  excepting  the  hall  and  chapel,  at  the 
apease  of  £33,  a  large  sum  at  that  time,  and  bere  he  also 
•Dtertained  that  splendid  prince  Henry  VIII.  His  successor, 
Atcbhisbop  Cranmer,  observing  that  this  stately  palace  excited 
the  envy  of  the  courtiers,  passed  it  away,  with  his  other  estates 
ID  this  parish,  in  exchange  with  the  king,  as  already  men- 
tioned. 

After  this  palace  became  vested  in  the  crown,  Henry  Vllf. 
kept  the  mansion,  with  the  two  parks,  and  soon  afterwards 
purchased  of  a  descendant  of  Sir  Edward  Borough,  the  manor 
of  Danehull,  in  tfaia  parish,  formerly  possessed  by  the 
Cobham'a,  of  Sterborough,  which  he  laid  into  the  park ; 
uid  in  that  slate  the  whole  continued  till  Edward  VI.,  in  his 
last  year,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards  made  several  gran  t& 
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of  different  parlB  of  ihe  estate.  The  former,  during  that  yeVr 
granted  the  little  park  of  Otford  to  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  and  t^ 
latter,  in  her  34th  year,  granted  to  his  son.  Sir  Robert  Sidneyr 
the  site  of  the  honour  of  Otford,  tlie  archbishop's  hoase,  cobi- 
iQonly  called  the  castle,  and  the  Great  Park,  contoioinfr  70(> 
acres,  lying  in  Otford,  Seal,  and  Kemsiog.  In  the  I&tfa  of 
James  I.,  bearinj;  the  tiile  of  Lord  Sidney,  he  waa  created 
lord  viscount  Lisle,  and  ihe  same  year,  with  his  wife  and  aoa, 
conveyed  the  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  prciaises  to  Sb 
Thomas  Smith,  second  son  of  Customer  Smith,  in  whose  dc 
•cendants  they  continued  down  to  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe, 
who  died  in  1778,  as  did  his  wife,  who  by  her  will  doTJud 
this  estate,  consisting  of  the  ruins  of  the  palace*  and  three 
farroa,  called  tbe  Place  Great  Lodge,  and  Greatneas  fsnns, 
containing  about  860  acres  of  land,  in  trust,  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  her  nephews  and  nieces,  whtdi  accordingly  took 
place  the  next  year,  when  Robert  Parker,  esq.  of  Maidstone, 
became  tbe  proprietor,  in  which  sitnation  tbay  continued. 

Most  probably  the  palace  was  demolished,  and  the  lands 
of  the  Great  Park  dilapidated  soon  after  haviog  been  graaSad 
to  Sir  Thomas  Smith.  There  is  nothing  now  left  of  the  itnic- 
ture  but  vast  heaps  of  rubbish  sod  foundations,  which  com 
Dearly  an  acre  of  ground.  The  present  ruMS  were  part  of  the 
outer  court,  the  two  remaining  towers  of  which  wersr  not 
many  years  back,  two  stories  higfasr;  but  the  (oofing  of  the 
largest,  which  was  covered  wiib  lead,  falling  in,  the  oftper- 
most  story  of  each  was  taken  down. 

Tub  manor  os  Seboeants  Otford,  witk  the  littkv 
PARK,  pm't  of  those  possessions  likewise  granted  by  tbe  anh^ 
bishop  to  Henry  VIII.,  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  retgnof 
Edward  VL,  who,  in  his  7th  year,  granted  to  Sir  Uenty  Sidney 
his  park,  called  tbe  little  fabk  of  Otfobd,  for  tbe  teim 
of  thirty  years,  which  lease  was  renewed  in  the  10th  of  BUa^ 
beth.  Alter  his  death,  his  eldest  surviving  son.  Sir  Robert 
Sidney,  by  letters  patent,  in  the  44ih  of  tbe  latter  reign,  had  a 
grant  in  (ee  of  tbe  manor  of  Otford  Stuyens,  otberwiae  Ser- 
geant's Otford,  the  Little  Park,  and  other  premises  her«,  late 
belonging  to  the  see  of  Canterbury,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  .£30. 
This  manor  was  afterwards  possessed  in  undivided  thirds  by 
Mompesson,  Hi^de,  and  Wall.    The  two  former  sold  thai 
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■hares  t«  Sil  Thomas  Farnobjr,  bart.,  whoae  saiv  Sir  Charlei 
Paroaby  RadcNffe,  afterwards  poascBKd  th«n.  The  oUier 
third  part  of  this  manor  deacended  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Williaia 
Wall,  view  of  Sfaoreham,  to  hit  grandson,  Mr.  Sanifison 
Waring,  of  Rochester,  who  aold  it  to  Sir  Jefiry  Amherst,  k.b., 
afterward*  created  lord  Amberst,  who  continned  the  posaeaior. 

Bat  the  Link  or  Lesttr  Park,  lyinf^  on  the  north  side  of  thia 
parish,  and  parted  on  the  west  by  the  river  fron  that  of 
9bope)iB»,  now  elainu  the  reputation  of  a  manor,  and  is  called 
Otford  New  Pabk.  It  was  for  some  years  possessed  by 
ibc  family  of  Bcetock,  and  nltimately  became  the  property  of 
tbe  Rev.  Stillman  Bostocic,  of  East  Grensted,  in  Subbcx. 

Rtb  Housb  is  BQ  estate,  formerly  acconnted  a  manor,  and 
seems,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  to  have  been  owned  by 
John  At-Welle  and  Robert  Williams,  as  they  had,  in  the  46th 
year  of  that  prince,  the  king's  licence  to  assign  foar  marics, 
yntaXy  rent,  iaaaing  oat  of  certain  tenements,  called  Le  Rye, 
in  Otford,  held  of  the  archbishop,  to  Adam  Fleming,  chaplain, 
and  his  snccessors,  celebrating  divine  offices  in  the  chapel  of 
Apulderfelde,  tor  the  good  state  of  the  king  whilst  be  lived, 
and  for  bis  soul  afterwards. 

This  estate  afterwards  passed  to  the  name  of  Palmer,  the 
aseeator  to  those  of  Bekesboroe ;  one  of  that  fomily,  John 
Falmcr,  died  poasessed  of  the  manor  of  Le  Rye,  in  Otford,  in 
tba  2d  of  Richard  III.,  whose  desceadant,  of  the  same  name, 
conreyed  it  by  sals  to  Henry  VIIl. ;  and  he,  in  bis  33d  year, 
demised  it  to  John  Walker  for  a  term  of  years.  After  that 
period,  tba  family  of  the  Bosvile's  had  the  fee  of  Uiis  estate, 
in  which  name  it  continBed  down  to  Henry  Boavile,  esq,  of 
Bradboume,  in  Sevenoak,  who  djing  withoat  tssns  in  1761, 
devised  this  estate  to  his  kinsman^  Sir  Riohard  Betenson,  but., 
irt»  dying  also  wlAeut  issne,  it  devolved,  by  the  limitations 
of  tbe  same  will,  to  'notiHM  Lane,  esq.,  who  afterwards  po»> 
sessed  the  property. 

ISn  George  Harper,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.,  conveyed  to 
that  king  a  messoage,  criled  BaoaoiiTONS,  and  other  premises 
in  Otford.  m  exchange  for  Iwida  in  Essex,  all  which  wera 
granted  by  Philip  and  Mary  to  Humphrey  Colwych,  to  hold 
in  tapite.  by  knight's  service. 

The  family  of  the  Polhill'a  afterwards  owned  this  estate,  as 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


5M  HISTORY  OF  THE 

David  Polhill  levied  a  flne  in  the  16th  of  Elizabeth  ;  in  whose 
deeeendants  the  property  continaed  down  to  Charles  Polhill, 
eeq.,  the  late  owner. 

Otfobd  is  in  the  ecclrbiabtical  juBisorcTiON  of  the 
dioceie  of  Rochester,  aad  being  a  chapel  to  Shoreham,  is  a 
peculiar  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  conseqaentlj 
in  that  deanery.  The  church,  sitaated  at  the  east  end  of  the 
village,  near  the  palace,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew,  a 
personage  of  high  repute  here  for  the  suppoaed  gift  of  cariag 
barrenness  in  women,  which  canaed  a  great  resort  of  people  to 
biB  image  and  shrine  in  this  church ;  a  lair  baring  been  also 
held  at  Otford,  on  his  anniversary.  The  church  consists  of 
two  aisles  and  a  chancel,  with  a  pointed  steeple  at  the  west 
end. 

Among  the  monuments  are  the  following :  in  the  south  aisle» 
a  mural  tomb  of  elegant  sculpture  for  David  Polhill,  esq,  of 
Cheapstead,  son  of  Thomas  Polhill,  esq.  of  Otford,  by  Elisa- 
betb,  daughter  of  Henry  Ireton,  esq.,  by  Bridget,  daughter  of 
Oliver  Cromwell ;  he  was  one  of  the  Kentish  petitioners  in  tin 
re^  of  William  III.  In  the  south  tusle,  a  memorial  for 
William  Sidney,  esq.;  in  the  great  chancel,  a  magoi&cent 
monument,  with  the  statue  of  a  gentleman,  as  large  as  life, 
erect  and  leaning  upon  an  urn ;  over  him  is  the  head  of  a  lady 
in  profile,  with  figures  of  statuary  marble,  most  beautifully 
executed,  being  a  memento  for  Charles  Polhill.  There  ire 
also  tombs  for  the  families  of  Bostock  and  Braaiers;  with 
several  more  for  that  of  the  Polhilt's.  In  the  east  window  is 
a  ahield  of  stained  glass,  presenting  the  arms  of  Lennard, 
being  Or  on  a  feu  guiti,  thrtejUurt  de  lit  of  the  field,  with  qaai- 
terings  in  the  middle,  a  mullet  for  difference ;  and  at  the  eut 
end  of  the  chancel  is  a  mural  monument  for  Gieoige  Petty. 

In  1719  the  curate  of  this  church  had  a  stipend  of  ^£20  pet 
annum :  and  in  1724  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wefltminster 
augmented  this  curacy  by  £200. 

In  1821  there  were  116  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Otford; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbera  of  inbsbiUots 
were  as  follow :  males  312,  females  318,  making  a  total  of  630 
souls. 
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The  next  parish  eastward  from  Otford  is  Kbhsino,  called, 
in  the  Tetta  de  NeviH,  Cametiagt  and  in  the  Textus  RoffamB, 
CiHiciNOA.  The  name  of  this  place  seems  to  have  been 
giren  to  it  from  some  royal  camp  or  fortress  situated  here. 

This  parish,  from  its  sitnation,  is  not  mnoh  known  or  fre- 
quented, nor  can  it  be  esteemed  pleasant.  It  lies  partly  in  the 
TftUey  and  partly  on  the  chalk  hilts ;  at  a  small  distance  south- 
ward  from  the  foot  of  which  stands  the  village,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  roads  from  Otford  to  Ightham,  and  from  the  chalk 
liiUa  to  the  high  road,  by  Seal  Chart*  Near  the  centre  is  a 
water  called  St.  Edith's  well ;  a  female,  said  to  have  been  bom 
in  this  pariah,  who  wrought  many  miracles  for  such  as  applied 
to  her  for  relief.  The  parish  is  about  two  miles  square,  the 
soil  in  the  northern  part  mostly  chalk,  while  the  southern  diH- 
trict  is  very  fertile,  tt  has  about  100  acres  of  wood  ;  and  in 
-the  eastern  part  is  the  seat  of  Crowdleham,  situated  near  the 
lionndary  of  the  parish  of  Ightham. 

There  was  a  market  anciently  held  here,  on  Monday,  by 
grant  from  Henry  III.,  which  has  long  since  been  discontinued, 
and  a  fair  still  kept  on  Easter  Monday.  There  was  an  old 
knightly  family  which  derived  its  surname  from  this  place, 
being  called  Kempsing,  whose  coat  of  arms  was  Argent,  afeu 
•and choBrOKmierlaced,  table:  which  was  quartered  by  the  Hart's, 
of  Lttllingstone,  in  right  of  Peche,  who  married  the  heir 
general. 

In  thb  ScvTAes,  levied  as  well  on  the  prelates  aa  the  rest 
of  tfae  barons,  in  the  32d  of  Henry  II.,  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  army  in  Wales,  the  honour  of  Kemsing,  as  it  is  there 
called,  then  being  in  the  king's  hands,  answered  for  twenty- 
nine  shillinga,  by  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county.  Soon 
after  which  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  earl  of  Alber- 
marle,  who  held  it  of  Walter  Fitzhelt,  as  he  again  did  of  the 
king,  in  capUe. 

In  the  reign  of  King  John,  Baldwin  de  Betun,  who  had,  by 
favor  of  Richard  I.,  enjoyed  the  earldom  of  Albermarle,  was 
owner  of  this  place,  and,  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  granted 
the  lordships  of  Kemeing,  Braborne,  and  Sutton,  in  this 
county,  to  William  Mareschal,  eari  of  Pembroke,  with  Alice, 
bis  daughter,  in  frank  marriage. 

In  the  reign  of  King  John  he  allied  himself  closely  to  the 
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rebellioiu  btrontf  when  his  landi  were  escfantod  to  the  crown, 
and  this  oNinor,  then  valted  at  £36  per  annom,  was  granted  to 
Fnlk  de  Brent,  on  the  ewiGicatiaa  of  whose  eBtatea,  and  the 
return  of  the  earl  to  hia  obedieoee,  be  again  oame  into  the  poa- 
eession  of  (hie  property,  having  had  many  farora  conferred  od 
him  by  Henry  III. ;  in  the  7th  year  of  whoae  reign,  for  hit  aer- 
vieei  againtt  the  Welch,  he  had  ecutage  of  all  hia  tenant!  is 
this  and  other  conalies.  In  the  lOlh  yeiir  of  that  re'^  be 
married  Aiianore,  the  lung's  sister,  by  which  union  be  greatly 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  noDarch ;  but  a  reooociliation 
being  soon  e&cted,  be  was  agftin  taken  into  fsTor,  aod  in  the 
14th  year  of  tbat  reign  bad  a  oODfinnatioii  of  the  maa(»s  of 
Kemsiog,  Brabome,  and  Sutton,  in  this  county,  upon  oondi' 
tion,  tliat  in  the  event  of  Alianore,  his  wife,  surviving  him, 
she  should  enjoy  tbeai  for  her  life.  He  died  poasessed  of 
Kenuiog,  in  the  I5th  of  that  reigo,  withoat  isauej  on  which 
the  sheriff  of  this  county  had  the  king's  precept  to  make 
livery  to  AUanore,  bis  wif«,  of  those  saanors.  She  afler 
seven  years  widowhood  married  Simon  de  Montfon),  earl  of 
Leicester,  and  steward  of  England :  the  king  bitaself  gave 
her  away. 

Id  the  45th  of  that  reiga  the  earl  of  Leicester  beading  the 
discontented  barons,  continued  with  then  till  the  bauls  ef 
Evesham,  where  be  was  eiaia,  aad  the'Counteas  Alianore  aad 
her  children  were  forced  to  quit  England,  and  retire  to  the 
nannery  of  Montarges,  in  France,  where  she  died. 

lo  the  ncan  time  the  foar  brothers  of  WilliaeS)  eail  «f 
Pemt»t>ke,  successively  earls,  dying  without  issue,  their  inhe- 
ritance became  devided  between  the  heirs  of  their  five  sisters, 
and  upon  a  partition  of  their  interest  in  this  maoor,  it  appears 
to  have  become  the  sole  property  of  Rf^er,  eldest  son  of 
Maud,  the  elder  sister  by  ber  husband  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Nor- 
folk. Roger,  earl  of  Norfolk,  and  marshal  of  England,  died  of  a 
bruise  he  received  at  a  toumsinent,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI., 
leaving  no  issue,  upon  which  be  was  succeeded  in  his  hoaonis 
as  well  as  in  the  possession  of  this  suaor,  by  Roger,  his 
nephew,  son  of  Hugh,  his  brotfaer.  He  sold  the  ntate  witfa 
the  advowson  of  the  church  to  Otho  de  Ofaudison,  who  ob- 
tained license  in  the  18th  of  that  reign  ofjrte  wamn  in  sll 
his  demesne  laads  in  Kemsing.     He  died  withoat  vmve,-  lesr- 
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■tig,  William  de  Qrandison,  his  brother,  his  heir,  who  died 
possessed  of  this  manor,  leaving,  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  and 
four  daughters. 

On  his  demise  this  estate  became  the  property  of  Otho,  the 
youngest  son,  who  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward  111., 
as  half  a  knight's  fee,  which  William  de  Grandison  had  he- 
fore  held  in  Kemsing,  of  the  earl  of  Leicester.  He  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  estate  in  the  33d  of  that  reign,  leaving  one  son, 
Thomas,  and  a  daughter;  when  Thomas  succeeded  him  and 
was  afterwards  knighted,  and  died  possessed  of  the  property,  in 
tlie  50lh  of  Edward  III.,  without  issue,  leaving  his  wife  sur- 
viving, who  also  possessed  it,  at  her  deceaee,  in  the  I8tb  of 
Richard  II.  After  that  period  it.  passed  to  Sir  William  de 
Bryene,  or  Bryan,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  the  19th  of 
the  same  reign,  and  lies  buried  in  Seale  church. 

After  his  death  Sir  William  Fynes,  or  Fiennes,  possessed 
Ibe  property,  having  borne  for  his  arms,  Azure  three  lions  ram- 
pant, or.  He  was  son  of  William  Fiennes,  and  Joane,  his  wife, 
third  sister  of  William  de  Say;  and,  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  William  Batisford,  left  two  sons,  Roger  and 
James,  from  the  former  of  whom  descended  the  lords  Dacres, 
of  the  South,  and  from  the  latter,  viscounts  Say  and  Seals. 

James  possessed  this  estate  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VI.,  was 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  afterwards  esquire  of  the  body  to 
that  prince.  Id  the  24lh  of  the  same  monarch,  being  then  a 
knight,  he  was  in  consequence  of  bis  grandmother,  Joan,  hav- 
ing been  third  sister  of  William  de  Say,  summoned  to  Parlia- 
ment, by  the  title  of  lord  Say  and  Seale,  and  immediately 
after,  for  his  services,  advanced  in  open  Parliament  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron;  and,  in  the  27th  of  that  prince,  had  full 
coDfirmation  of  the  title  from  John  lord  Clinton,  and  of  the 
amis  of  Say,  which,  owing  to  his  descent  from  Idonea,  eldest 
sister  of  William  de  Say,  might  belong  to  him.  In  consideration 
of  this  he  granted  to  Lord  Clinton,  ail  advowsons  of  churches, 
knight's  fees,  Sic,  that  belonged  to  the  latter,  by  reason  of  the 
lordship  of  Say.  He,  subsequently,  obtained  ihe  office  of  consta- 
ble of  Dover  Castle,  aud  warden  of  the  Cinque  ports,  to  him  and 
his  heirs  male;  was  also  constituted  lord  chamberlnin,  and  uf  the 
king's  counsel;  and,  the  year  ensuing,  lord  treasurer  of  England. 

This  vast  accession  of  power  increased  the  haired  of  the 
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Commonti,  and  only  served  to  render  his  fell  (he  more  sudden ; 
as  he  was,  the  year  following,  accUBed  of  treason,  jn  hariag 
assented  to  the  release  of  Anjou,  and  delivery  of  Maine  to 
the  French ;  when  the  king,  to  appease  the  storm,  deprived 
liim  of  his  treasurership,  and,  on  Jack  Cade's  insurrection,  to 
mitigate  the  tumult,  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  when  the 
mob,  entering  London,  conducted  him  to  Guildhall,  and  there 
being  arraigned  before  the  lord  mayor,  notwilhatanding  his 
request  to  be  judged  by  his  peers,  after  hurrying  him  away  to 
the  standard,  in  Cheapaide,  ttiey  cut  off  his  head,  which  was 
paiaded  about  on  a  pole,  and  his  naked  body  being  trailed 
through  the  streets  at  a  horse's  tail  into  Southwark.  was  there 
hanged  and  quartered,  though  his  corpse  was  ultimately  in- 
terred in  the  church  of  the  Grey  Friars,  in  London. 

He  left  by  bis  wife,  Emeline  Cromer,  one  son,  Sir  William 
Fienes,  who  was  the  same  year  aummoned  to  Parliament, 
being  seized  of  an  estate  tail  of  the  officio  of  constable  of 
Dover  Castle,  and  warden  of  the  Cinque  ports,  by  virtue  of 
the  patent,  accorded  to  his  father,  which  he  afterwards  sold 
to  Humphry,  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  his  heirs  male. 

In  the  struggle  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster, 
he  staked  not  only  his  person  but  entire  fortune,  and  waa 
compelled  to  sell  and  mortgage  the  bulk  of  his  estates.  He 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Wickham,  founder  of 
Mew  College,  Oxford.  The  lands  being  thus  alienated,  the 
barony  lay  dormant,  and  the  heiis  male  were  only  called 
Fienes.  Henry,  his  son,  though  he  assumed  the  title  of  Lord 
Say,  was  not  summoned  to  Parliament,  and  it  remained  un- 
claimed till  1733,  when  John  Twisleton,  esq  ,  of  Broughton, 
in  Oxon,  descended  of  the  female  Hoe,  from  Sir  William 
Fienes,  lord  Say  and  Scale,  laid  claim  to  the  title,  which 
although  it  then  fuiled,  was  renewed  by  Thomas,  his  son,  who 
was  summoned  to  Parliament,  as  lord  Say  and  Seale,  in  1781. 
In  the  2d  of  Edward  IV..  Sir  William  Fienes,  lord  Say,  above 
mentioned,  sold  Kemsing  to  Sir  Oeoffry  Bulleyn,  whose 
grandson  was  sheriff  of  the  county  in  the  3d  and  9lh  of  Heury 
VIII.,  and  became  a  man  of  signal  note.  He  was  of  the 
king's  body  guard,  several  times  ambassador  to  the  emperor 
and  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain;  and  in  the  17tfa  of  the 
above  prince,  owing  to  his  affection  for  his  daughter,  Anne 
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BoIejD.  constituted  Viscount  I^ochrord,  and  in  his  2Ist  year, 
being  k.o.,  raised  to  the  earldom  of  Wiltshire  and  Ormoiid, 
and  made  lord  of  the  privy  seal.  He  died  in  the  30tb  of 
Henry  VIII.,  h&ring  had  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Tbomaa  Howard  duke  of  Norfolk,  one  son  George,  executed  ia 
his  lifetime,  and  two  daughters,  Anne,  wife  of  the  king,  and 
Mary,  married  to  William  Carey,  esq.,  ofthe  king's  body-guard, 
ancestor  of  the  Lords  Hunsdon,  and  the  earls  of  Dover  and 
Monmouth. 

George  Bulleyn,  the  son,  bearing  the  title  of  Viscount  Roch- 
ford,  was,  in  the  26tb  of  Henry  VIIL,  made  constable  of 
Dover  castle,  &,c.,  and  in  high  favor  until  the  change  took 
place  in  the  king's  affections  towards  his  Qtater,  when  Henry 
VIII.,  to  facilitate  bis  new  desires,  in  a  sudden  burst  of  rage, 
in  bis  28th  year,  committed  bim  to  the  Tower,  when,  in  a  few 
days  being  arraigned,  he  suffered  decapilation,  leaving  no 
issue,  and  was  interred  in  St.  Peter's  chapel  in  the  Tower. 

After  his  death  the  king  seized  this  manor  in  right  of  his 
late  unfortunate  wife,  Anne  Boleyn,  and  it  so  remained  till  the 
32d  of  that  king,  when  he  granted  it,  with  other  estates,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Lady  Anne  of  Cleven,  during  her  conti- 
nuance within  the  realm  of  England.  Sbe  held  this  manor  at 
her  death  under  Philip  and  Mary,  whm  it  reverted  to  the 
crowD,  where  it  continued  until  Elizabeth,  in  her  1st  year, 
granted  it,  with  other  estates,  to  her  kinsman,  Sir  Henry 
Carey,  whom  she  that  year  created  Baron  Hunsdon, in  Hertford- 
shire, to  hold  tn  capile,  by  knight's  service.  He  was  descended 
from  an  ancient  family  at  Cockington,  in  Devonshire,  one  of 
wbooa,  Sir  Robert,  under  Henry  V.,  acquired  great  renown  by 
overcoming  an  Arragonian  knight  in  combat,  who  had  performed 
grefft  feats  of  arms  in  other  countries,  and  came  to  England  to 
make  trial  of  his  skill,  when  the  long  and  doubtful  combat 
took  place  in  Smithfield,  for  which  he  was  knighted  by  the 
king,  and  restored  to  part  of  his  father's  inheritance,  which 
bad  beeo  forfeited.  Prom  that  time  he  bore  the  coat  armour 
of  the  vanquished  knight,  Argent,  on  a  bend,  table,  three  roses  of 
the^td,  bfirOed  and  seeded  proper,  which  the  family  continued  to 
bear;  the  former  coaC  having  displayed,  Gules,  a  chevron  argent, 
bettoeen  three  swans, proper ;  one  of  which  they  retained  for  their 
crest.     His  son  wtts  William  Carey,  who,  being  at  the  conflict 
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of  Tf wkeBbury,  under  Edward  IV.,  on  the  LaDcastcrian  sidcr 
was  made  prisoner,  and  lost  bis  head,  although  a  pardon  had 
been  promised. 

By  his  first  wife  he  had  a  soa,  ancestor  of  the  Carey's,  of 
Cockington,  and  by  his  second,  a  son  Thomas,  who,  by  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Spencer,  had  two  sons;  John, 
ancestor  of  Lucius  viscount  Falkland,  slain  at  the  battle  of 
Newbery,  under  Charles  I.,  and  William,  who  married  Mary, 
youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  BuUeyn,  earl  of  Wiltshire,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son  Henry,  created  Lord  Hunsdon,  as  above 
mentioned,  and  a  daughter  Catherine,  married  to  Sir  Francis 
Knolles,  k.g. 

Lord  Hunsdon  vas  afterwards  much  favored  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  created  k.g.,  hut  conceiving  himself  subse- 
c^uently  slighted  by  that  princess,  the  chagrin  brought  o»  a 
dangerous  illness,  which  terminated  his  life  in  the  38tli  of 
that  reign.  He  left  four  sons,  George  and  John,  Sir  Edmund, 
and  Robert. 

George,  the  eldest,  succeeded  his  father  in  his  honours,  and 
tilts  estste,  and  died  in  the  1st  of  James,  leaving  one  daughter, 
married  to  Lord  Berkley,  upon  which  this  estate  reverted  to 
his  brother  John.  He  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  1617, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Henry,  who  soon  afterwards 
conveyed  the  manors  of  Sevenoak,  Kemsing,  and  Seale,  to 
Richard  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorset,  who  reserving,  to  himself 
and  heirs,  a  lease  of  ninety-nine  years,  passed  them  away  to 
Mr.  Henry  Smith,  but  the  possession  continued  by  lease  in  the 
successive  earls  and  dukes  of  Dorset,  until  John  Frederic,  duke 
of  Dorset,  in  exchange  for  other  lands  elsewhere,  obtained  the 
fee,  when  he  remained  owner. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  the  manor 
of  Kemsing. 

Crdwdlbham  is  aseat  in  this  parish,  for  many  generations 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the  Bunce's,  which  came 
out  of  Wiltshire,  and  settled  in  Kent  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VUI.,  one  of  whom,  Edward  Bunce,  was  of  Malmsbury,  and 
had  a  son  John,  who  was  of  Otterden,  in  this  county,  and 
whose  heir,  James,  died  in  1606,  leaving  fire  sons,  and  two 
daughters. 

James,  the  eldest,  was  sherifi'  of  Londoa  in  the  19th  of 
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Charles  I.,  and,  being  a  steady  royalist,  with  others,  in  1647. 
was  comtnitted  to  tlie  Tower,  and  his  estates  declared  forfeited 
to  Parliament.  After  the  Resloration  he  was  restored  to  his 
place  as  alderman,  and  knighted.  He  left  one  son  James,  who 
in  1661  married,  and  had  seren  sons,  and  two  daughters. 
John,  the  eldest,  in  1699,  married  during  the  life  of  his  &ther, 
who  settled  his  estate  in  Kemsing  on  his  son  and  issue.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  called  himself  Sir  John  Banco,  bart. 
of  Kemsing,  when  he  died  in  1741,  and  was  succeeded  in  this 
seat  and  estate  by  his  son  and  heir  James,  who  possessed  this 
estate,  and  resided  here,  having  had  by  his  third  wife,  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  This  family  bore  for  its  urms.  Azure,  on  a 
fea  argent,  three  eagles  displayed,vert,  between  three  boars  paisant 
of  the  second- 

Eehsino  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juRisniCTioN  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  deanert/  of  Mailing.  The  church 
stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  village,  being  dedicated  to  St. 
Edith,  whose  image,  set  up  in  this  churchyard,  was  greatly 
frequented  for  the  singular  benefits  said  to  be  daily  dispensed 
by  her,  in  preserving  grain  from  mildew.  It  is  a  small  fabric, 
consisUng  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel,  with  a  pointed  steeple  at 
the  west  end,  and  contains  but  few  monuments.  In  the  chan- 
cel is  a  gravestone,  with  the  figure  of  a  man,  and  an  inscription 
in  black  letter  for  Thomas  de  Hop,and,at  the  east  end,  a  mural 
monument  for  Michael  Jermin,  d.d.,  obiit  1659,  set.  seventy. 

In  the  15tb  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  fifteen 
marks. 

The  vicarage,  with  Seale  annexed,  was  valued  in  the  king's 
hooka  at  £19  13  4,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  9  4. 

In  1821  there  were  seventy  dwellings  in  the  parish  of 
Kemsing ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of 
the  population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  num- 
bers of  inhabitants  were  as  follow ;  males  178,  females  181, 
making  a  total  of  359  souls. 

Sbalb  is  the  next  parish  southward  from  Kemsing,  called 
in  ancient  records.  La  Selb,  and  Da  la  Selb. 

This  parish  contains  much  waste  ground  in  the  upper  part, 
composed  of  dreary  barren  sand,  consisting,  in  this  and  the 
adjoining  parishes  eastward,  of  several  hundred  acres,  covered 
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tinned  ihtte  till  Elizabeth,  in  her  1st  year,  granted  it  to 
her  kinsman.  Sir  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hnnsdon,  from  whom  the 
manor  of  Seale  descended  to  his  grandson,  Henry  lord  Hans- 
don,  who,  id  the  reign  nt  Jatnes  I.,  p&seed  it  away,  mth  the 
mtoors  of  Kemsing  and  Sevenoak,  to  Richard  SaclLviUe,  earl 
ttf  Dorset;  and  with  him  it  remained  in  the  same  manner  as 
Kemsing,  to  his  grace  John  Frederic,  duke  of  Donet,  who 
poiseawd  i^e  fee  of  both  estates. 

Tin  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  over  the  manor 
of  Seale. 

AbotA  tliree  quarters  of  a  mile  southeastward  lies  the  manor 
ofHALL,  with  the  seat  called  Hall  place,  which,  in  the  36th  of 
Edward  Hl.i  #as  the  patrimony  of  I'homaa  Cliampneis,  who 
that  year  donveyed  a  part  to  Sir  John  Wroth,  of  Enfield,  who 
bad  been  lord  mayorof  London  in  the34thor  thai  reign.  He, 
in  the  2d  of  Richard  II.,  alienated  hia  interest  to  Sir  Thomas 
Lovell,  who  purchased  the  remaining  part  of  this  estate  of 
Robert  Cfaampiieie,  and  thus  became  possessed  of  the  whole. 
Hia  ftofFee  in  trust  conveyed  this  manor,  with  Hall  place,  in 
the  Uth  of  Henry  IV.,  to  Thomas  Theobald,  or  Tybold,  in 
which  family  it  remained  till  John  Theobald,  in  the  27th  of 
Henry  VH.,  alienated  it  to  William  Porter,  whose  family  seems 
to  hate  bad  some  property  here  befoie,  as,  in  the  !Oth  of 
Bdtrard  IV.,  John  Alphey  released  by  deed  his  right  in  Hall 
place  to  William  Porter,  esq. 

This  estate  remained  in  the  descendants  of  that  fjmily  to 
Mr.  Andrew  Porter,  who  leaving  a  daughter,  she  carried  it  in 
nrarriage,  under  Charles  1.,  to  Peter  Stowell ;  after  which  it 
was  told  to  one  Thompsun,  in  which  name  it  continued  for 
■ereral  generations,  till  Mr.  T.Thompson  sold  it,  in  1781,  tu 
John  Frederic,  duke  of  Dorset,  who  owned  the  same. 

Wilderness  is  a  seat  near  the  boundaries  of  this  parish, 
next 'to  Serenoak.  It  was  formerly  called  Stiduife's  place,  to 
wbicb  belonged  a  manor  of  the  same  name,  part  of  the 
demesne  lands  of  which  lay  in  this  parish,  where  they  are  still 
known  by  the  name  of  Hoath  farm,  or  Stedhalls.  This  place 
afforded  both  residence  and  surname  to  the  family  of  the 
StiduKe's,  who  possessed  it,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  Urgent 
ma  chief,  sabk,  tioowohxi'  /teadt  cooped  ofthejint ,-  which  arms 
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were  likewise  borne  by  those  or  this  name  in  Surrey,  wbo 
were  descended  from  the  race  of  Kent. 

Robert  de  Stidulfe  is  mentioned  in  ancient  deeds  to  have 
held  this  and  other  lands  in  Seate.  In  the  36th  of  Edward  111. 
Keginald  Stidulfe,  of  Stidulfe,  accounted,  with  Tbomu 
Champneis,  Tor  land  held  of  this  manor  of  Hall,  one  of  whidi 
family  married  the  daughter  of  Badsell,  in  Tndely,  under 
Edward  IV.,  whose  granddaughter,  Agnes,  carried  that  estate 
and  much  land  in  this  parish  and  East  Feckham,  to  Richard 
Vane,  or  Fane,  ancestor  of  the  earls  of  Westmoreland.  Thi» 
estate  afterwards  passed  to  the  name  of  Qutntin,  who  changed 
4t  to  that  of  Oliver,  when  they  sold  it  to  Richard  Tybold,  who 
died  in  1569.  Stephen  Tybold  died  in  1619,  and  left  two 
daughters,  Catherine  and  Margaret,  when  this  manor  wu 
allotted  to  the  former  ;  one  of  whose  descendants,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  sold  the  estate,  with  Stidulfe's  place,  to  Sir 
Charles  BickerstaSe.  He  resided  there,  and  changed  the 
name  to  that  of  Wilderness,  by  which  it  has  ever  since  been 
called,  having  enclosed  the  grounds  about  the  house  to  form 
a  park. 

He  died  in  1704,  when  this  manor  and  seat  were  sold  to 
John  Pratt,  esq.,  and  he  died  in  1724,  leaving  one  son,  Charlet, 
created  earl  of  Camden,  who  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  by 
his  eldest  son.  It  descended  in  that  family  down  to  the  Hon, 
John  Jeffries,  earl  of  Camden,  who,  in  1797,  possessed  this 
seat. 

Ahout  a  mile  eastward  from  the  church  stands  an  ancient 
seat,  called  Stonepii,  from  the  soil  whereon  it  is  situated,  hav- 
ing formerly  been  the  estate  of  the  Tybold's,  before  mentioned, 
who  possessed  it  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  It  afterwvds 
passed  to  the  family  of  the  Piers's,  of  Westfield,  in  Sussex, 
of  which  place  was  Laurence  Piers,  who  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  John  Theobalds,  esq.  oTStonepit,  by  which  union 
he  came  into  the  possession  of  this  seat,  to  which  he  removed. 

His  son.  Sir  lliomas,  died  possessed  of  the  property  in 
1680,  as  did  his  grandson.  Sir  George  Piers,  who  died  holding 
the  place  in  1720.  It  was  soon  after  sold  to  Richard  Good- 
bugb,  esq.,  from  which  name  it  passed  by  a  female  heir  to  Mr. 
Richard  Round,  whose  son  resided  hers,  and  died  possessed 
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oF  it,  leaving  Beveml  inrant  children,  whose  trustees  held  the 
properly. 

There  was  an  estate  in  this  parish  called  Nulcomb,  now 
unLaoWn.  which,  ia  the  reign  of  Edward  IH.,  was  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Thomas  Cawne. 

Sbalk  is  in  the  bcclesiabtical  jurisdiction  of  the 
diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Mailing.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  was  always  esteemed'  as  a  chapel  to 
Kemsing,  and  as  such  is  not  rated  in  the  king's  hooks :  it 
consists  of  two  aisles  and  a  chancel. 

Among  other  monuments,  in  the  north  aisle,  on  a  gravestone, 
were  the  6gures  of  a  man  and  woman  in  brass,  since  lost ; 
while  those  representing  ten  boys  and  twelve  girls  yet  remain, 
which,  by  tradition,  belonged  to  one  of  the  family  of  the 
Theobald's.  A  mural  memento  for  Mr.  Maximilian  Buck, 
vicar  of  Kemsing  and  Seale  during  forty-six  years;  and,  in 
the  chancel,  are  several  memorials  for  the  Newman's,  of  Sled- 
alls-  A  tomb  for  Elizabeth  Hunt,  of  Bounds,  in  Bidborougb; 
anolher  for  John  Chichester;  and  agravestone  for  Sir  William 
de  Bryene,  lord  of  Kemsing  and  Seale.  A  monument  for 
Stephen  Theobald,  esq.,  and  his  two  wives  ;  another  for  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Chichester,  with  several  more,  commemorative 
of  that  family  ;  and  a  memorial  for  Thomas  Piers,  of  Stonepit. 
In  this  church  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  buried  Thomas 
de  Bnnton,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1339,  a  stone 
slill  remaining,  whereon  was  the  figure  of  a  bishop,  inlaid  with 
brass,  long  since  torn  away. 

The  vicar  of  Kemsing  has  the  cure  of  this  parish. 

In  1821  there  were  ^1  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Seale; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popu- 
lation was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow  :  males  678,  females  642,  making  a  total 
of  1320  souls. 

Sevenoak  is  the  next  parish  southward  from  Seale,  called, 
in  the  Textta  Hi^eam,  Sequenacca,  which  name  was  given  from 
seven  large  oaks  growing  on  the  hill  where  the  town  stands. 
It  is  now  generally  called  Semwck. 

This  parish  is  situated  partly  above,  as  well  as  below,  tha 
great  ridge  of  sand  hills  which  run  across  this  county,  and 
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divides  the  upland  from  the  Weald  or  southern  district.  It  is 
divided  into  three  diBtricta,  the  Town  Borough,  Rotherhithe  or 
Rehered,  now  cnlled  Riverhead,  and  the  WealJ.  The  parish 
is  of  considerable  extent,  being  five  miles  long,  froni  norUi  to 
south,  and  about  Tour  in  width.  The  soil  varies;  about  the 
town  it  is  sandy,  as  well  as  towards  the  hill,  southward;  below 
which  it  is  a  stiff  ciay  ;  but  near  the  low  grounds,  to  Riverbead, 
is  rich  Fertile  soil.  It  reaches  more  than  a  mile  bplow  the  hill, 
where  there  is  a  batnlet,  called  Sevenoak  Weald,  being  within 
that  district. 

The  town  of  SevenOHk  lies  about  thirty-three  miles  from 
London,  on  high  ground,  above  the  sand  hill  ;  the  church, 
which  is  situated  at  the  south  end,  presenting  a  cionspicuouB 
object  either  way  to  a  considerable  distance.  The  high  roads 
from  Weaterham  and  London,  through  Farnborough,  meet  at 
about  a  mile  above ;  and  that  from  Dartford,  through  Faming- 
ham  and  Otford,  at  the  entrance  of  the  town;  when  leading 
thence,  they  both  run  to  Penshurst  and  Tunbridge.  Between 
the  town  and  the  hill  is  much  coppice  wood,  and  a  common, 
called  Sevenoak,  whereon  is  a  seat,  called  Ash  grore,  which 
belonged  to  Mrs.  Smith.  The  town  of  Sevenoak  is  healtby 
and  pleasant,  remarkable  for  many  good  houses,  inhabited  by 
persons  of  fashion  and  fortune,  which  render  it  a  most  desirable 
neighbourhood. 

There  is  an  hospital  for  the  maintenance  of  thirty-two 
decayed  elderly  tradespeople,  and  a  school  for  educating  poor 
children,  endowed  by  Sir  William  Sevenoak,  who  was  Ion) 
mayor  of  London  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  and  is  aaid  to 
have  been  a  foundling,  brought  np  by  some  persons  of  this 
town,  whence  he  took  his  name.  Dr.  John  Potkyn,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.,  was  a  great  bene&ctor  to  this 
school;  and  the  inatiiution  being  incorporated  by  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, was  thence  called  Queen  Elizabeth's  free  school.  It  was 
rebuilt  in  1727,  and  the  style  of  the  corporation  is,  "  the  war- 
dens and  assistants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Sevenoak,  and 
of  Queen  Elizabeth's  free  school  there."  There  are  six  exhi- 
bitions belonging  to  this  seminary,  four  of  which  are  of  £15  a 
year,  confined  to  no  college  or  either  university  in  particular. 

In  the  neighhoorhood  of  the  town,  northward,  ta  an  open 
space,  called  Sevenoak  Vine,  noted  for  being  the  place  where 
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ganm  of  cricket,  the  proviiieial  amuwment  of  this  county,  ar« 
in  general  played. 

Near  Sevenoak,  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford  was  defeated,  and 
riain  by  the  famons  Jack  Cade,  in  1450. 

In  the  centre  of  the  High  street,  ia  the  house  of  the  late  Dr. 
Thomas  Fuller,  afterwards  of  Francis  Aasten,  esq.;  near  it  is 
the  large  market  place,  plentifully  supplied,  where  are  held  two 
annual  fairs.  At  the  lonth  end  of  the  parish,  is  the  residence 
of  Mnlton  Lambard,  esq  ;  and  at  a  small  distance  westward, 
the  magnificent  dwelling  and  park  of  Knowie;  eastward  of 
which,  (a  small  valley  intervening.)  is  the  seat  of  Kippington. 
In  the  valley  below,  is  Bradborne  and  the  famous  silk  mills, 
which  belonged  to  Peter  Nonaille,  esq.,  called  Greatness. 
About  a  mile  north>west  from  the  town,  where  the  two  roads 
from  London  to  Westerham  meet,  is  the  large  hamlet  of  Hiver- 
head,  bounded  by  the  river  Darent  and  the  pariah  of  Cheven- 
ing;  in  which,  among  others,  is  the  seat  of  Montreal,  that  of 
Mrs.  Potleys,  and  of  the  late  Admiral  Amherst,  and  others, 
moat  of  which  will  be  described. 

In  the  account  of  the  Raman  Stations  in  Britain,  written  by 
Richard,  a  monk,  of  Cirencester,  and  published  by  Or.  Stukely, 
the  station  called  Vagniaca,  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  Seven- 
oak,  which  is  there  set  down  as  eighteen  miles  distant,  both 
from  Medum,  Maidstone,  and  Mmtbiwigus,  Croydon ;  butinthia 
opinion  he  has  scarcely  been  followed  by  any  other  antiquary. 

The  manor  of  Sevenoak  waa  always  esteemed  an  appendage 
to  that  of  Otford,  and  as  such  constituted  part  of  the  posses- 
siona  of  the  see  of  Canterbury,  till  exchanged  with  the  crown 
for  other  premises,  by  archbishop  Cranmer,  in  the  9th  of  Henry 
VIII.,  aa  will  be  further  mentioned. 

The  manor  of  Knowle,  with  that  of  Bradborne,  in  this  parish, 
had,  according  to  the  earliest  accounts,  for  some  time  the  same 
owners  as  the  manors  of  Kemsing,  Seale,  and  Bradborne.  In 
the  reign  of  John  they  were  in  the  possession  of  Baldwin  de 
Betnn,  earl  of  Albemarle,  from  whom  they  went  in  marriage  to 
the  family  of  Mareschal's,  earls  of  Pembroke,  one  of  whom, 
William  de  Mareshal,  siding  with  the  rebellious  barons  in  the 
reigns  of  John  and  Henry  III.,  his  possessions  became 
escheated  to  the  crown,  when  they  appear  to  have  been  granted 
to  Fnlk  dfl  Brent,  "  a  desperate  fellow,"  as  Camden  calls  him. 
He  wu  by  birth  a  bastard,  of  mean  extraction,  who  landed 
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from  the  low  countries,  wiih  Bome  foreiga  auziUsries  aod  free- 
booters, to  the  asBistance  of  King  John,  and  became  a  great 
favorite  both  with  that  king  and  his  son,  Henry  III.,  by  boih 
of  whom  be  waa  invested  with  considerable  power,  when  giv- 
ing loose  to  bis  natural  inclinations,  he  became  guilty  of  many 
cruelties  and  oppressions.  At  length,  siding  with  Prince  Lonis 
of  France,  in  bis  design  of  invading  England,  which  attempt 
failed,  he  fled  into  Wales,  and  the  king  seized  on  alt  his  pos- 
sessions ;  when  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  returning  to  bis  all^iaoce, 
again  obtained  the  possession  of  these  manors.  Hence  they 
passed  in  like  manner  to  Hugh  Bigot),  earl  of  Norfolk,  whose 
heir,  in  the  lltb  of  Edward  I.,  conveyed  tbem  to  Otho  do 
Grandison,  on  whose  death,  without  issue,  William  de  Qrandi- 
son  became  his  heir,  when  bis  grandson.  Sir  Thomas  de  Gran- 
dison,  passed  sway  Knowie  to  Geoffrey  de  Say,  and  Bradbome, 
Kemsing,  and  Scale,  to  others,  as  may  be  seen  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  those  manors. 

How  the  manor  of  Knowie  passed  from  the  family  of  Say,  we 
do  not  find,  but  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Ralf  Leghe,  who  then  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  James 
Fienes,  or  Fenys^  as  the  name  was  then  spelt.  He  waa  much  in 
favor  with  Henry  VI.,  who  summoned  him  to  Parliament  as 
lord  Say  and  Seale,  and  in  consideration  of  his  eminent  services, 
advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron;  but  incurring,  from 
those  favors,  the  jealousy  of  the  Commons,  they  arraigned  him 
before  the  mayor  and  others,  and  hurried  him  to  ibe  standard, 
in  Cbeapside,  where  they  cut  off  his  bead,  as  previously  men- 
tioned. ,* 

His  son  and  heir.  Sir  William  Fynes,  lord  Say  and  Seale, 
being  much  engaged  in  the  unhappy  contritions  of  the  bouses 
of  York  and  Lancaster,  waa  compelled  to  sell  the  greater  part 
of  his  possessions,  and  conveyed  his  manor  of  Knowie,  in  the 
34th  of  Henry  VI.,  to  Thomas  Bourchier,  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, for  400  marks. 

Edward  IV.,  by  letters  patent,  in  his  3d  year,  granted  to 
archbishop  Bourchier  sundry  liberties.  He  rebuilt  the  manor- 
liouse  of  Knowie,  enclosed  a  park,  resided  here,  and  died  in 
1486,  bequeathing  it  to  his  successors  in  the  see  of  Canterbury, 
for  ever. 

Archbishop  Morton  resided  here  during  bis  prelacy,  and  laid 
out  large  sums  in  repairing  and  augmenting  the  mansion. 
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Henry  VIII.,  in  his  6th  year,  apiiears  to  have  honoured  him 
nith  a  viiit  in  more  instances  thnn  one. 

This  great  prelate,  who  left  behind  him  the  character  of  hav- 
ing been  bora  for  the  good  of  all  England,  deserved,  both  of 
the  church  and  commonwealth,  the  high  honours  conferred 
npon  him,  which  were  two  small  a  recompense  for  his  high 
worth;  he  died  at  his  manor-house  here,  in  October  1500. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Deane,  who  died  at  Lambeth,  in 
1602,  when  William  Warham  succeeded,  and  resided  much  at 
Koowle,  and  died  in  1532.  His  successor,  archbishop  Cran- 
nwr,  compounded  with  the  king  to  give  up  this  manor,  by  nay 
of  exchange,  if  it  could  be  so  called. 

The  manors  of  Sevenoak  and  Knowie  remained  in  the 
.crown,  till  Edward  VI.,  in  his  4th  year,  granted  to  John 
Dudley,  eari  of  Warwick,  and  his  wife,  in  exchange  for  other 
premises,  the  manor  of  Sevenoak.  In  the  5th  year  of  the  latter 
reigo  he  was  created  dukeof  Norlhuniberland  ;  soon  after  which 
he  sold,  in  exchange  for  other  manors  and  lands,  to  the  king, 
the  manors  and  lordships  of  Sevenoak  and  Knowie,  and  all  other 
lands  and  tenements  which  had  been  let  by  him  to  Sir  Oeurge 
Harper  and  Thomas  Colepeper,  esq.  On  the  attainder  of  the 
duke,  and  his  execution,  for  high  treason,  all  the  other  pre- 
mises, which  had  been  excepted  in  the  exchange  for  his  use, 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Queen  Mary. 

Soon  after  the  attainder  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland, 
which  was  confirmed  in  Parliament  the  same  year,  the  latter 
princess  granted  the  manors  of  Sevenoak  and  Knowie  to 
Repaid  Pole,  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Cardinal  Pole  died  possessed  of  these  manors  in  1558,  the 
same  day  Queen  Mary  expired,  upon  which  they  devolved  to 
the  crown,  when  Elizabeth,  in  her  Ist  year,  granted  the  manor 
of  Sevenoak  to  ber  kinsman,  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hunsdon. 
Hia  grandson,  Henry  lord  Hunsdon,  conveyed  this  manor  to' 
Richard  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorset,  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 

In  regard  to  Knowie,  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  3d  year, 
granted  the  manor  and  house  of  Knowie  to  Sir  Robert  Dudley, 
earl  of  Leicester,  to  hold  tH  captte,  by  knight's  service,  all  of 
which  the  earl  again  surrendered  to  that  potentate  in  the  8th 
year  of  her  reign. 

There  bad  been  two  leases  of  the  above  estates  granted  by 
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their  posscBEors,  the  terms  of  which  were  still  subsisting;  Joha 
duke  of  Northumberland  made  &  lease  of  the  enclosed  groond, 
late  the  park  of  Panthurst,  and  the  wood,  ctlled  Whytley,  in 
Sevenoak,  to  Sir  George  Harper  and  Thomas  Colepeper,  esq., 
who  granted  their  Interest  therein  to  Christopher  Roper,  on 
whose  death  his  wife  carried  it  to  her  second  husband,  Thomas 
Bacon.  He,  in  the  11th  of  Elizabeth,  claimed  the  same, 
against  the  executors  of  one  Rolf,  who  had  posseasion  of  the 
property,  together  with  the  manor  of  Knowle,  which  they  then 
held,  at  an  annual  rent,  for  the  remainder  of  a  term,  granted  to 
Kolf  by  the  earl  of  Leicester.  That  claim  was  determined  by 
the  executors  of  Rolf  conveying  their  interest  in  these  estates 
to  the  assigns  of  Bacon  and  his  wife,  on  whose  behalf  entry 
and  delivery  of  possession  was  then  made.  Soon  after,  John 
Lennard,  esq.  of  Chevening,  became  possessed  of  this  subsist- 
ing term  of  the  manor  of  Knowle,  and  of  the  fee  of  the  rest 
of  the  premises. 

After  that  period,  John  Lennard,  esq.  then  of  Knowle,  and 
Sampson,  bis  eldest  son,  in  the  Idth  of  Elizabeth,  granted  to 
Henry  Lennard,  son  of  the  said  Sampson,  the  park  of  Pan- 
thurat  and  the  enclosed  ground,  called  Panthurst  park,  with  the 
parks,  forest,  and  woods,  called  Whytlyff  wood. 

Sampson  Lennard,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  resided  at 
Knowle  till  1303,  when  his  term  being  expired,  he  surrendered 
up  the  manor  of  Knowle  to  Thomas  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorset, 
to  whom  the  reversion  and  fee  simple  had  been  granted  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  soon  after  the  earl  of  Leicester's  surrender  of 
his  grant,  as  before  mentioned. 

The  earl  of  Dorset  resided  much  at  Knowle  house,  which  he 
is  said  to  have  greatly  improved.  His  grandson,  Richard  eart 
of  Dorset,  about  the  year  1612,  purchased  the  manor  of  Seven- 
oak  of  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hnnsdon,  as  previously  observed. 
Afterwards,  this  earl  became  so  excessive  in  his  bounties,  and 
prodigal  in  bis  expenditure,  that  he  was  compelled  to  sell  the 
manor  of  Sevenoak  and  its  appurtenances  to  Mr.  Henry  Smith, 
citizen  and  alderman  of  London,  reserving  to  himself  and  his 
heirs  a  lease,  at  an  annual  reserved  rent. 

Mr.  Smith  was  possessed  of  a  very  considerable  estate,  both 
in  lands  and  money,  who  gave  large  sums  to  charitable  uses 
during  his  life,  as  it  appears,  by  his  epitaph,  that  while  he 
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lived,  he  g«ve  to  the  towni  of  Croydon,  Kingston,  Gnildrord. 
Darking,  and  Farnham,  £1000  each,  to  buy  landa  in  perpetuity, 
for  the  relief  and  setting  the  poor  to  work  in  the  said  towns. 
By  his  last  will  be  also  bequeathed  £1000,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose,  to  ihe  town  of  Ry^^te,  and  £500  to  that  of  Wandsworth; 
also  £1000  to  buy  land^  in  perpetuity,  to  redeem  four  captives 
and  prisoners  from  Turkish  tyranny.  In  1620  be  conveyed 
several  of  his  estates,  among  which  were  those  in  Sevenoak, 
Kemstng,  and  Seale,  to  Robert  earl  of  Essex,  Richard  earl  of 
Dorset,  and  others,  in  whom  he  likewise  vested  his  large  per- 
sonal property  in  trust,  to  pay  him  £500,  yearly,  towards  his 
maintenance  and  livelihood,  and  the  residue  in  such  manner  as 
he  should,  by  writing  or  will,  appoint  to  charitable  uses.  He 
died  in  1637,  aged  seventy,  having  by  will  given  some  directions 
as  to  part  of  his  estates,  and  left  the  bulk  of  them,  among 
which  were  the  manors  of  Sevenoak.  Kemsing,  Seale,  and 
Knowie,  with  the  capital  mansion  of  Knowle,  to  the  disposition 
of  his  trustees. 

Id  1641,  the  earl  of  Essex  and  other  tmstees,  enrolled  in 
Chaoceryi  allotted  the  rent  of  Knowie  manor-house  and  park, 
then  let  to  the  earl  of  Dorset,  at  £100  per  annum. 

The  manor  of  Sevenoak  remained  vested  in  this  trust,  but 
the  possession  was  from  time  to  time  demised  by  leases  for  three 
lives,  to  the  successive  earls  and  dukes  of  Dorset,  in  which 
state  it  continued  till  some  years  back,  when  John  Frederic, 
dotce  of  Dorset,  exchanged  lands  in  Surrey  with  the  trustees, 
for  the  fee  simple  of  this  manor,  with  those  of  Kemsing  and 
Seale,  and  he  consequently  possessed  them.  Since  that  period, 
this  venerable  and  stately  mansion  continued  in  the  descendants 
of  the  earl  of  Dorset  to  his  grace  John  Frederic  Sackville,  duke 
of  Dorset,  the  late  possessor,  who  made  this  place  the  constant 
seat  of  bis  residence. 

The  family  of  Sackville  derive  their  origin  from  Herbrand  de 
Salchevilla,  Salcavilla,  Saccavilla,  or  Sscviil,  a  town  in  Nor- 
mandy, who  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror,  after  which 
he  returned  into  Normandy,  and  was  living  in  1079. 

He  had  three  sons,  John,  William,  and  Robert,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Alice.  Sir  Jordan  de  Sackvill,  the  eldest  son.  resided  in 
Normandy,  and  Sir  William,  the  second,  in  England,  which 
line  ended  io  three  female  heirs.    Sir  Robert,  the  third  son, 
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left  four  sons,  of  whom  ihe  eldest,  Jordan  de  Saukerii,  lived  in 
the  reign  of  Stephen  and  Henry  II.,  and  was  a  baron,  as  ap> 
pears  by  deed.  Sir  Jordan,  his  eldest  son,  was  a  baron  ander 
Richard  I.,  and  died  without  issue  in  the  9th  of  John.  Kiehard 
de  Saokerille,  next  brother  to  Jordan,  succeeded  him  in  Lis 
possessions,  and  died  without  issue,  so  that  bis  estates  devolved 
to  bis  next  brother.  Sir  Jeffrey  de  Saukevilte,  third  son  of 
Jordan,  who,  with  Ralph  his  brother,  bore  Uie  surname  of 
Marsey,  and  lived  in  the  reign  of  John. 

Sir  Jeffrey  de  Saukeville,  possessor  of  the  manor  of  Bnck- 
buiet,  left  issue  two  sons,  and  one  daughter ;  the  eldest  son, 
Jordan,  was  not  only  wealthy,  but  powerful,  and,  being  a  baron, 
opposed  King  John,  whereby  he  lost  bis  lands  in  Ireland,  but, 
on  returning  to  his  allegiance,  they  were  restored  to  him.  There 
are  several  detds  remaining  with  bis  seal  affixed,  being  jiuir- 
terly  galet,  and  or  a  bend  vairy,  being  the  arms  of  this  family, 
which  still  bear,  A5  Joroani  de  Sadkbtillb. 

He  died  before  the  19tb  of  Henry  III.,  leaving  three  sons; 
William,  the  eldest,  was  lord  of  Saukvill,  Bergbolt,  end  Buck- 
hurst.  His  son  and  heir  was  Jordan  de  Saukevill,  who,  in  tUe 
40th  of  that  reign,  was  summoned  to  receive  the  order  of 
knighthood;  but,  being  in  arms  with  the  rebellious  barons,  lie 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Evesham,  in  the  49th  of 
that  reign,  and  died  in  the  Ist  of  Edward  I.,  leaving  a  son,  who, 
being  a  minor  at  the  decease  of  his  father,  became  a  ward  of 
the  king,  and  was  kept  in  the  custody  of  Sir  Stephen  de  Pen- 
cliester,  constable  of  Dover  castle.  Through  the  mediation  of 
friends  he  obtained  hta  liberty,  but  was  enjoined,  by  the  espe- 
cial command  of  the  king,  to  marry,  without  dower,  Ermyn- 
trude,  a  lady  of  Queen  Eleanor's  household,  and  daugliter  of 
Sir  Roger  Malyns,  by  which  means  he  not  only  obtained  bis 
liberty,  but  the  king's  favor. 

Thus  may  be  seen  the  honourable  and  eminently  distinguished 
situation  of  the  ancestors  of  this  noble  family  in  those  early 
times.  They  continued  afterwards,  in  their  several  descents, 
equally  conspicuous  and  eminent,  as  well  in  their  alliances, 
as  military  and  civil  employments.  The  spelling  of  their  name 
appears  to  have  been  altered  from  Saukeville  to  Sackville. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  the  direct  descendant  of  this 
family  was  Richard  Sackville,  chancellor  of  the  court  of  Aug- 
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mentations,  and  when  Elizabeth  came  to  the  crown,  ahe  chose 
him  of  her  privy  council.  He  represented  the  county  of  Kent 
in  t)ie  Ist  year  of  (hat  reign,  and  died  in  the  8lh  of  Elizabeth, 
leaving  one  son  and  heir,  Thomas  Sackville,  who,  in  the  4lh 
and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  represented  in  Parliament  the 
county  of  Westmoreland,  having  had  a  grant  of  (he  reversion 
of  the  manor-house  and  park  of  Knowle.  In  the  9th  year  of 
the  above  reign,  he  was,  by  order  of  the  queen,  knighted  by 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  in  her  presence,  and  the  same  day  advan- 
ced to  the  title  of  lord  Buckhurst,  and  afterwards  made  knight 
of  the  Garter;  from  which  time  the  queen  continued  to  dis- 
tingnisb  htm  by  particular  marks  of  her  favor. 

He  is  said  to  have  poBsessed  both  bodily  and  mental  endow- 
ments in  an  eminent  degree,  and  was  in  his  youth  lavish  and 
magnificent  in  all  his  actions;  but  years  and  good  counsel, 
together  with  frequent  admonitions  from  the  queen,  (to 
whom  he  was  related,)  at  length  put  a  stop  to  his  great  ex- 
penditures, and  he  made  amends  to  his  family  for  his  mispent 
time,  as  well  in  the  increase  of  estate  as  honours. 

In  the  l4th  year  of  that  reign  he  was  sent  ambassador  extra- 
ordinary to  Charles  IX.  of  France,  to  congratulate  him  on  hia 
marriage;  and  afterwards  ambassador  to  the  United  Provinces. 
In  the  24th  year  of  the  same  reign,  he  was  styled  baron  of 
Buckhurst  and  chief  butler  of  England;  and,  at  the  latter 
end  of  that  year,  succeeded  Sir  Christopher  Halton,  as  chan- 
cellor of  Oxford.  On  the  death  of  lord  Burleigh,  he  was 
constituted  lord  high  treasurer,  and  subsequently  one  of  the 
lords  commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  earl  marshal 
of  England. 

King  James,  on  his  accession,  confirmed  liim  in  his  office  of 
treasurer,  and,  in  his  1st  year,  created  him  earl  of  Dorset. 
At  length  this  great  man  died  suddenly,  at  the  council  table, 
April_19,  1608,  aged  seventy-two. 

By  Cecil,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Baker,  of  Sissinghurst,  he 
left  several  sons  and  daughters ;  of  whom,  Robert,  the  eldest, 
succeeded  him  as  earl  of  Dorset,  and  likewise  to  the  inheri- 
tance of  Knowle ;  but  he  enjoyed  his  dignity  only  one  year, 
and  dying,  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Sackville,  his  eldest  son. 
by  his  first  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, in  his  honours,  as  earl  of  Dorset,  and  in  the  mansion  of 
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Kaowle.  He  married,  two  days  tfier  the  decease  of  his 
father,  the  lady  Aone,  daughter  and  heir  of  Qeorge  Clifford, 
earl  of  Cumberland,  and  resided  at  Knowle  wilb  great  magni- 
ficeDce,  baring  purchased  of  Henry  lord  Uunsdon  the  manor 
of  Seveaoek,  with  its  appurtenances. 

He  died  in  1624,  leaving  by  hia  wife,  whosutvived  him,  two 
dauftfatera,  Margaret,  married  to  John  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet, 
and  Isahella,  to  James  Compton,  earl  of  Northampton. 

This  earl's  prodigality  and  expeasive  housekeeping  greaUy 
diminishing  his  estate,  compelled  him  to  sell  his  (u-operty, 
among  which  was  the  manor  of  Knowle,  Teserving,  however, 
to  hiroseifand  his  heirs,  a  lease,  at  an  annual  reeerred  rental. 

On  the  decease  of  the  earl,  Sir  Edward  Sackville,  s.b.,  his 
youngest  and  only  surviving  brother,  succeeded  him  aa  earl  of 
Dorset,  who,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  had  been  member  for 
the  county  of  Sussex,  and  one  of  the  principal  commanden 
of  the  forces  sent  to  assist  Frederic  king  of  Bohemia. 

After  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  he  was  elected  knight  of 
the  Garter;  ^nd,  on  the  king's  marriage,  made  lord  chamber- 
lain to  the  queen. 

He  shewed  himself  on  every  occasion  a  feitliful  and  loyal 
subject  to  King  Charles,  during  bis  troubles,  and  upon  tlw 
death  of  that  monarch,  look  it  so  much  to  heart>  that  he  aever 
after  quilled  his  house,  but  dying  in  1662,  was  buried  with 
bis  ancestors  at  Withiam. 

Richard,  his  only  surviving  son,  sacceeded  bis  fother  io 
titles  and  estates,  and  became  chief  promoter  of  the  restora- 
tion of  Charles  U. ;  he  again  purchased  the  inheritance  of  the 
manor,  mansion,  and  park  of  Knowle,  making  it  bis  principal 
residence,  as  it  baa  been  of  his  family  ever  since. 

In  1670  he  was  constituted,  jointly  with  Charles  lord  Buck- 
burst,  his  son.  lord  lieutenant  of  Sussex,  and  died  in  1677. 
He  left  several  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom,  Charles,  the 
eldest,  succeeded  him  in  honours  and  estates;  be  was  generous 
and  liberal  to  excess,  and  a  munificent  patron  of  men  of 
genius,  learning,  and  merit  The  earl  died  at  Bath,  io  1706, 
and  left  one  son,  Lionel  Cranfield,  earl  of  Dorset  and  Middle- 
sex, who  was,  in  1708,  made  governor  of  Dover  c9»Qe  and 
warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  i  and  on  the  acceaeion  of  Geot:ge 
1.,  sworn  of  the  privy  council,  and  elected  knight  of  ibe 
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Garter.  In  1720  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  duke  of 
Dortet ;  and  in  1724  cooBtitoted  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Kent.  At  the  accession  of  George  III.,  he  was  continued 
of  the  privy  council,  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and 
vice  admiral  of  this  county;  he  was  also  high  steward  of 
Tamwortb  and  of  Stratford-npon-Avon,  and  ll.d.  After 
which,  being  greatly  advanced  in  years,  beretired  from  public 
bosiness,  and  died  in  1765,  aged  eighty-two. 

The  duke,  in  1709,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  lieutenant 
general  WalUr  Philip  Colyer,  brother  of  the  earl  of  Portroore, 
who  turrived  him,  and  died  in  1768.  By  her  he  lefi  six  child- 
ren, lady  Anne,  who  died  in  1721  ;  Charles  earl  of  Middlesex, 
who  was  twice  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  Sussex ; 
lady  Elizabeth,  married  to  lord  viscoaot  Weymouth;  lord  John 
Philip,  who  married  lady  Frances  Gower,  by  whom  he  left  a 
son,  Frederic,  afterwards  duke  of  Dorset,  and  a  daughter, 
Mary.  Lord  John  died  in  1 765,  at  Tour  du  Pin,  on  the  Lake 
of  Geneva ;  lord  Qeoi^e  Sackville  was  the  youngest  son,  who 
following  a  military  life,  arrived  at  the  highest  preferments  in 
the  army,  was  sworn  of  the  privy  council,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  British  forces  in  Germany,  On  the  death  of  lady 
Elizabeth  Germaine,  who  bequeathed  to  him  a  large  fortune, 
be  took  the  name  of  Germaine,  in  addition  to  bis  own.  He 
was  created  viscount  Sackville,  and  dying  in  1785,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  bis  eldest  son,  viscount  Sackville. 

On  the  decease  of  Lionel  duke  of  Dorset,  Charles  earl  of 
Middlesex  succeeded  him  in  titles  and  estates,  and  died  in 
1769,  leaving  no  issue;  upon  which  he  was  succeeded  in  title 
and  estates  by  his  nephew,  John  Frederic,  only  son  of  his  next 
brother,  lord  John  Philip  Sackville,  duke  and  earl  of  Dorset, 
earl  of  Middlesex,  baron  Buckhurst  and  Cranfield,  and  vice 
admiral  of  Kent.  In  1782  he  was  sworn  of  the  privy  council, 
captain  of  the  yeoman  of  the  guard,  and  master  of  the  horse. 
Id  1784  he  was  sent  ambassador  to  France,  and  on  his  return, 
dected  knight  of  the  Garter.  His  grace  married,  in  1790, 
Arabella  Diana,  daughter  of  Sir  Jonathan  Cope,  bart.,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son,  George  Frederic,  and  several  daughters. 
The  latter  young  nobleman  was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  fall 
from  bis  horse,  in  Ireland, 

He  bore  for  his  arms.  Quarterly,  or,  and  gules,  a  bmd  over  all 
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vaire;  which  single  bearing,  without  quarterings,  has  been  the 
coDBtant  custom  of  this  family  to  use;  and  for  his  crest,  aa 
eUoUe  of  eight  pointi,  argent.  Supporters,  two  leopards  argent, 
spotted  table. 

The  seat  oT  Knowie  contains  a  suite  of  inagniBcent  apart- 
ments,  decorated  by  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  pictures 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  being  particularly  rich  in  portraits 
of  men  who  formerly  figured  in  the  annals  of  their  country ;  a 
list  of  which  would  be  too  extensive  for  the  limits  of  this  History. 

Bbaobornr  is  a  manor  here,  the  seat  of  which  is  situated 
near  a  mile  north-west  from  the  town  of  Sevenoak.  This 
estate  bad  the  same  owners  as  Knowie,  till  Sir  Thomas  Grandi- 
son,  in  ihe  reign  of  Edward  III.,  passed  it  away  by  sale  to 
Walterde  Pevenley.orPemley,  who.very  probably, first  erected 
this  mansion,  which,  in  old  deeds,  was  wiittert  Pevenley,  or 
Pemley  court ;  but  before  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI.,  that  family  had  become  extinct,  when  the  family  of  Aeh 
succeeded  to  the  possession,  the  members  of  which  had  pre- 
viously been  owners  of  much  properly  in  this  neighbourhood. 
They  were  written  in  ancient  Latiu  deeds  De  Fraxino,  and 
probably  descended  from  Thomas  de  Esse,  who  was  one  of  the 
Recognitorei  Magna  Asiua  in  the  reign  of  John.  They  rebuilt, 
undoubtedly,  a  great  part  of  this  ancient  fabric,  as  appears  by 
their  coat  of  arms,  Azure,  three  chevrons  argent,  in  several  of  the 
windows.  After  this  estate  had  remained  for  some  generations 
in  that  family,  it  fell  into  the  possession  of  that  of  Isley,  in 
which  it  remained  till  Sir  Henry  Isley,  in  the  31st  of  Henry 
VHI.,  exchanged  it  with  that  monarch. 

How  long  it  continued  vested  in  the  crown  we  do  not  fiud, 
but  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  possessed  by  Sir  Ralph 
Bosville,  clerk  of  the  queen's  court  of  Wards,  descended  from 
Sir  John  Bosville,  lord  of  Ardsley,  in  Staffordshire,  whence  it 
descended  to  William  Bosville,  esq.,  who  succeeded  his  father. 
He  rebuilt  the  mansion-house  of  Bradborne  as  it  now  remains, 
and  dying  in  1761,  unmarried,  bequeathed  this  estate  in  tail  to 
his  kinsman,  Richard,  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  Beten- 
Bon,  bart.  On  failure  of  descendants  of  the  elder  son  of  Sir 
Richard,  the  title  of  baronet  passed  to  Sir  Edward  Betenson, 
who  was  of  Wimbledon,  in  Surrey,  whence  he  removed  to  bis 
son's  seat  at  Bradborne,  where  be  died  in  1762,  leaving  an  only 
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BOO  and  heir,  before  mentioned,  who  succeeded  him  in  title 
and  estate.  On  his  death,  without  iseue,  Bradborne,  with  the 
rest  of  the  Bosville  eslatea,  went,  by  the  limitations  of  Mr. 
Bosville's  will,  to  Thomas  Lane,  esq.  of  Sevenoak,  who  pos- 
seased  the  same. 

There  is  an  estate  in  this  parish  called  Blackhali,  Tormerly 
possessed  by  a  family  called  Totihurst ;  Wjlliuni  de  Totihurat 
flourished  here  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  11., 
and  Thomas  de  Totihurst  held  it  in  (he  rei&;ns  of  Henry  V.  and 
V[.  His  son,  Robert,  was  servant  to  Cardinal  Bourchier, 
archbishop  of  Canteibury,  and  died  possessed  of  this  estate 
ID  1612.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Thomas,  who,  some 
years  ader,  alienated  it  to  Ralph  Boaville,  esq.;  since  which 
this  estate  has  had  the  same  proprietors  as  Bradborne,  and 
ultimately  passed  to  Thomas  Lnne,  esq. 

KiPFiNUTON  is  a  scat,  furnierty  the  properly  of  a  younger 
branch  of  the  fauiily  of  the  Cobham's,  of  Cobhani,  in  this 
county.  Re>;inald  de  Cobliam  died  possessed  of  tliis  place  in 
the  35th  of  Edward  III.,  and  his  grandson,  Sir  Thomas  Cob- 
ham,  died  possesstiil  of  it  in  the  lllh  of  Edward  IV.,  leaving 
a  daughter,  A.nne,  who  curried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward 
Borough,  who  died  in  the  21st  of  Henry  VIH. 

I'homas,  their  son,  was  summoned  to  Parliament  as  lord 
Borough  the  following  year,  having  had  one  son,  Thomas,  who 
bequeathed  this  estate  to  his  youngest  son.  Sir  William 
Borough,  who,  in  ihe  reign  of  Elizabeth,  alienated  it  to  one 
Burges,  from  whom  it  ivas,  by  a  female  heir,  carried  in  marri- 
age to  a  Hanger;  whence  it  was  sold  to  one  Cowper,  and  he, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  conveyed  Kippinglon  to  Mr-  Thomas 
Farnaby,  the  most  eminent  scholar  of  that  time.  His  school 
na«  so  much  frequented,  that  more  eminent  men  in  church  and 
atate  issued  thence  than  from  any  other  seminary  in  England. 

He  had  removed  from  London,  where  he  had  upwards  of  300 
Doblemen  and  others  under  his  care,  to  Sevenoak,  in  1636,  and, 
what  is  scarcely  to  be  found  in  his  profession,  grew  very  rich, 
and  purchased  Kippington  and  other  estates,  here  and  at 
Otford.  At  length,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars, 
being  suspected  of  too  much  loyalty,  he  was  persecuted  till  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1647,  aged  seveoty-two.  His  direct 
descendant  and  grandson,  Charles  Famaby,  esq.,  was  of  Kip> 
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pington,  knighted  in  the  2d  of  Oeorf^  I.,  and  in  the  6tli  of 
that  reign,  conBlituted  sheriff  of  tbii  coaniy  i  in  1726  be  wu 
created  a  baronet. 

Thi^  family  bore  for  ita  arms,  Gules,  two  ban  gemdla,  argcM 
OH  a  bend,  or,  a  lioa  patsant  of  theji^d,  artned  and  langued  axHre ; 
which  coat  was  granted  to  John  Famahy,  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Farnaby,  in  consideration  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  royal  family;  but  in  the  2d  of  Qneen  Anne,  the  aboTe 
coat  was  altered  to  Jrgent,  three  ban  gemellei,giile$  on  a  bend,or, 
a  lion  paaant  of  the  second.  He  married  and  left  one  son, 
Thomas,  his  successor  in  title  and  estate;  and  two  daogbters, 
Sarah,  who  married  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe ;  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  espoused  William  Hall,  esq. 

Sir  Thomas  Faraaby,  bart.,  his  only  son,  was  of  Kippington, 
and  died  in  1760,  leaving  three  sons,  Charles,  his  successor  in 
title  and  eslates ;  John,of  West  Wickham,  esq.;  and  Thomas; 
as  well  as  one  daughter,  married  to  Charles  Dering,  esq.  of 
Barbara,  in  this  county. 

Sir  Charles  Farnaby  married  Penelope,  daughter  of  Ralph 
Radcliffe,  esq.  of  Hichin  in  Hertfordshire,  by  whom  he  had  no 
issue ;  and  on  the  death  of  his  brother  in  law^  John  Radcliffe, 
he  became,  in  right  of  his  wife,  bis  heir,  and  afterwards  as- 
sumed the  name  of  Radcliffe.  He  resided  for  some  years  at 
Kippington,  the  house  of  which  he  nearly  rebuilt,  bat  remov- 
ing to  Hitchin,  sold  this  seat  to  Francis  Motley  Austen^  esq. 
of  Sevenoak,  who  resided  at  Kippington. 

There  is  an  estate  in  this  parish  called  Ruhpshot,  in  old 
deeds  written  Ruinpsted,  anciently  the  inheritance  of  a  family 
of  the  surname  of  Rumpstead,  which  appears  to  have  been  iis 
original  denomination,  that  line  having  posaessed  it  for  msny 
generations.  Sir  William  de  Rumpstead  was  an  eminent  man, 
and  flourished  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  and,  according  to 
the  tradition  of  the  inhabitants,  was  the  foster  father  of  William 
de  Sevenoak,  found  a  desolate  and  forlorn  orphan  in  the  hol- 
low body  of  an  oak,  who  received  both  maintenance  and 
education  from  bis  charity  and  benevolence. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.  this  place  was  in  the  posaession  of 
U)«  family  of  the  Nisell's,  of  Wrotham,  in  which  it  remained 
till  Alice,  daughter  of  William  Nisell,  earned  it  in  marriage  to 
J<An  Bere,  of  Dartford,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI., 
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alienated  it  to  one  Peckham.  He,  not  raaoy  yean  after,  coi>- 
Teyed  it  to  a  Bedell,  when  Nicholas  Bedell,  in  the  3d  and  4tb 
of  Philip  and  Mai;,  passed  it  away  to  John  Stacy,  of  Hollea- 
den,  in  Tunbridge,  who  soon  after  sold  it  to  Mr.  Richard  Lore, 
of  Sevenoak.  His  second  son,  Richard,  succeeded  to  thia 
estate,  which  be  soon  after  sold  to  Thomas  Lambard,  esq., 
grandson  of  William  Lambard,  the  perambulator.  Thomaa 
Lambard  had  two  sons,  Thomas,  who  died,  and  William,  who 
became  bis  heir ;  he  died  in  1676,  and  was  succeeded  by 
William,  his  son  and  heir,  who  was  of  Sevenoak,  where  ha 
died  in  1711,  leaving  two  sons,  Thomas,  who  succeeded  him 
at  Sevenoak,  and  Multon,  who  died  in  1758,  leaving  no  issne. 
Thomas,  the  elder  brother,  was  of  Sevenoak,  and  died  in  1769, 
leaving  two  sons,  Multon,  esq.  of  Sevenoak,  who  married, 
and  posBesBod  this  estate;  Thomas,  rector,  of  Ash;  and  four 
daughters. 

The  bouse  and  lands  called  Britain*,  in  this  parish,  were, 
with  the  manors  of  Sevenoak,  Knowle,  and  other  premises, 
conveyed  in  exchange  by  Archbishop  Craomer  to  Henry  VII[. 
as  before  mentioned. 

Henry  VIII.,  in  his  35tb  year,  granted  this  estate  for  life  to 
Matthew  Colthunt,  but  the  fee  remained  in  the  crown  till 
Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  John  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick,  who 
that  year  executed  a  lease  of  the  same  for  forty  years,  to  Sir 
George  Harpur,  and  Thomas  Colepeper,  esq.  The  earl  of 
Warwick,  afterwards  duke  of  Northumberland,  conveyed  these 
eatates  again  to  the  king,  where  they  remained  bat  a  short 
time,  as  Queen  Mary,  in  her  1st  year,  granted  the  fee  to  Sir 
Thomas  Woodhouse  and  Thomas  Reynowe,  who  that  year 
passed  it  away  to  John  Davensey  and  Anne  his  wife. 

Sir  Ralph  Bosville,  of  Bradborne,  in  this  parish,  died  in  the 
23d  of  Elizabeth,  possessed  of  the  ounor  or  farm  of  Brittains, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  second  son.  Sir  Robert,  in  wboee 
descendants,  seated  at  Eynsford,  it  seems  to  have  continaed 
till  Sir  Henry  Bosville  dying  without  issue  in  1702,  devised  it 
by  will  to  his  kinsman,  Robert  Bosville,  esq.  of  Staffordshim. 
His  son,  of  the  same  name,  about  the  year  176&,  sold  it  to 
Sir  Thomas  Fomaby,  bart.  of  Kippingtoa,  in  this  pariah,  whose 
son.  Sir  Charles  Farnaby  Radctiffe  bart.  in  1797,  alienated  it 
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-to  Francis  Motley  Austen,  esq.   of  Kippington,  who  owntd 
the  same. 

Sampson  Lennard,  esq.  of  Hersbnonceaux,  in  Suffolk,  in 
1611,  in  consideration  of  £1200  conveyed  to  John  CacoU, 
gent,  of  Sanderidge,  among  other  premises,  the  manor  « 
^rm  called  WiCKHURsT,  with  its  appurtenances.  This  estate 
afterwards  became  the  property  of  Thomas  Streatiield,  esq.  of 
Sevenoak.  after  which  it  passed  to  Nathaniel  Barham,  esq. 

Steoalls,  or  Stidulfet  Heath,  is  an  estate  in  ibis  parish 
adjoining  to  Seale,  already  mentioned  as  having  been  part  of 
the  demesnes  of  that  manor,  and  passed  from  the  family  of 
Stidulfe,  to  that  of  Quintin,  or  Oliver,  whence  it  was  sold  to 
Richard  Tybold  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  His  grandson, 
Stephen,  died  in  1619,.  leaving  two  daughters,  Catherine, 
married  to  Edward  Mitchell,  esq.,  who,  upon  the  division  of 
their  inheritance,  had  this  place,  with  Stidulfes  place,  in  Seale, 
allotted  to  her,  in  tliis  name.  Stedalls  so  continued  till  a 
female  heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Biahe  Shelley,  esq.  of 
Sussex,  who  espoused  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  William 
Perry,  esq.  of  Turville  park,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  and  granddaughter  and  heir 
of  Robert  earl  of  Leicester,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  John 
Shelley,  esq.,  who  in  1793  assumed  the  name  of  Sidney,  pur> 
suantto  the  will  of  his  grandmother  above  mentioned,  who  is 
the  present  possessor  of  this  estate. 

Of  the  THREE  DISTRICTS  into  which  this  parish  is  divided, 
the  Town  Borough  and  Weald  having  been  before  mentioned, 
the  remaining  one  of  Ri  verhead  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable- 
It  lies  about  a  mile  from  the  town  of  Sevenoak,  and  contains 
the  large  hamlet  of  Riverhead,  in  which  are  situated  Lord 
Amherst's  seat  of  Montreal,  that  of  Cool  Harbour,  late  Admiral 
Amherst's,  and  Mrs.  Pelley's.  Through  this  hamlet  the  road 
branches  on  the  one  hand  to  Westerham,  and  on  the  other 
across  the  river  Darent,  towards  Farnborough  and  London, 
whence  it  extends  beyond  Bradborne,  to  the  hounds  of  this 
parish  northeastward  at  Greatness,  which  is  within  the  same. 

In  this  hamlet  was  the  ancient  mansion  called  Broohp/tut, 
supposed  to  have  been  built  by  one  of  the  family  of  the  Cole- 
peper's,  out  of  the  materials  taken  from  the  neighbouring  sup- 
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prened  hospital  of  St.  John  of  JerusaUm.  It  arterwardB 
paised  into  the  possession  uf  a  younger  branch  of  the  Tamily 
or  the  Amherst's  i  Jeffry  Amherst  resiiled  here,  and  was  de- 
scended of  ancestors  who  had  been  seated  at  Penibury  io  ihe 
reifpi  of  Richard  U.,  from  whom,  in  a  direct  line,  descended 
Richard  Amherst,  esq.,  who  left  three  sons;  the  eldest, 
Richard,  was  sergeant  at  law;  Jeffry,  ancestor  of  the  River- 
faead  branch;  and  William,  who  left  an  only  daughter  Mar- 
garet, married  to  John  Champs,  of  Tunbridge. 

Jeffry  Amherst  was  rector  of  Hursemonden,  and  died  in 
1662,  whose  grandson  was  of  Riverhesd,  as  before  mentioned. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  several  children,  the  second  am  only 
surviTing,  died  in  1750,  leaving  seven  sons  and  two  daughters; 
of  the  sons,  Sackville,  the  eldest,  died  unmarried  in  1763; 
Jeffry  was  the  second ;  John,  the  third,  was  of  Riverhead,  and 
Ticc  admiral  of  the  blue,  who  died  without  issue  ;  the  seventh 
son,  William,  was  a  lieutenant  general  in  the  army,  who  do- 
parted  this  life  in  1781,  leaving  one  son,  William  Pitt,  and  a 
daughter. 

Jeffry,  the  second  son,  became  at  length  possessed  of  the 
■uanor  of  Brookes,  and,  attaching  himself  early  in  life  to  the 
profession  of  a  soldier,  acquired  the  highest  military  honDura, 
and,  after  six  years  glorious  war  in  Korth  America,  was  ap- 
pointed  governor,and  commander  in  chief  in  1760;  when, after 
his  resignation,  the  king  appointed  him  governor  of  the  province 
of  Vii^inia.  The  glorious  achievements  of  the  British  forces 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  during  Sir  Jeffry  Amherst's 
Gontiauance  there,  are  detailed  on  aa  obelisk  in  the  grounds 
of  hia  seat  at  Montreal.  In  1761  he  was  made  knight  of  the 
Bath,  and  afterwards  privy  counsellor ;  he  subsequently  sue- 
ceeded  to  the  highest  military  preferments,  being  in  1796  made 
field  marshal  of  bis  Majesty's  forces,  previous  to  which  he  had 
been  created  a  peer  of  (he  realm,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Holms- 
dale,  and  in  1788  had  a  new  grant  of  that  barony,  with  re- 
mainder to  his  nephew,  William  Pitt  Amherst,  eldest  son  of 
his  younger  brother,  lieutenant  general  Amherst. 

Soon  afler  Lord  Amherst  returned  front  America,  he  pulled 
down  the  old  mansion  of  Brookes,  and  erected,  ut  a  small 
distance,  an 'elegant  fabric  of  stone,  in  which  he  resided. 
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naming  it  Montreal,  in  memory  of  his  great  succeaa  in  taking 
that  city  in  Canada. 

His  lordship  married,  first,  Jane,  only  daughter  of  Thomas 
Dalyson,  esq. of  Hampton, who  died  without  issue;  and  secondly, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  major  general  George  Gary, 
brother  to  lord  viscount  Falkland.  He  died  August  3,  1797. 
In  January  1773  was  born  William  Pitt,  who  succeeded  Lord 
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and  the  Lucknor's ;  in  the  chancel  a  tomb  for  Ralph  Pettey, 
another  Tor  Sit  Charles  Farnaby,  of  Kippington,  and  also  Sir 
John  Coell,  of  Suffolk.  Within  the  altar  raiU  a  gravestone, 
wbereon  were  once  the  effigies  of  a  man  in  brass,  commemora- 
tive of  Hugh  Owen,  rector.  A  monument,  with  the  figure  of  a 
woDiaa  kneeling,  and  other  sculptured  figures,  for  the  Lady 
Margaret,  relict  of  Sir  William  Boswell,  At  the  east  end  a 
monutnent  for  the  Lady  Margery  Clerk,  of  that  ancient  family 
resident  at  Ford,  in  Wrotham,  and  many  others  too  numerous 
for  insertion. 

This  rectory  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £13  6  8,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  in  £1  6  8.  The  vicarage  was  estimated 
at  X15  3  If,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  £1  10  3^.  A  pension 
is  paid  to  the  rector  of  Shorebam  of  ^3  6  8. 

Previous  to  the  Reformation,  there  was  a  chapel  or  chantry 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  founded  by  Sir  Henry  Gawdy, 
clerk. 

In  1821  there  were  362  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sevenoak  ; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
bitants were  as  follow:  males  1006,  females  1108,  making  a 
total  of  2114  souls.  The  entire  parish  of  Sevenoak  contains 
3944  inhabitants. 

Chbvbnino  is  the  next  parish  lying  northwestward  from 
Sevenoak,  a  small  part  of  which  is  in  the  hundred  of  So- 
Dierden. 

This  parish  is  about  three  miles  long  from  north  to  south. 
and  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  east  to  west.  Its  northern  boun-  , 
dary  is  the  summit  of  the  great  ridge  of  clialk  hills  at  Nockholt 
pound,  where  the  soil  is  a  chalk,  mixed  with  clay.  Near  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  though  on  rather  high  ground,  are  Chevening 
bouse,  the  church  and  parsonage,  with  Dunton,  and  Madam's 
court.  Hence  the  ground  descends  to  a  more  fertile  soil,  the 
river  Sarent  flowing  through  the  southern  part  of  (he  parish, 
northeastward  of  which  is  the  hamlet  of  Chepsted,  and  the 
Place.  At  the  eastern  extremity  the  high  roads  from  Sevenoak 
and  Wrotham,  through  Riverhead,  divide;  that  on  the  right 
leading  along  the  eastern  side  of  this  parish,  through  the 
bamlet  of  Dunton  green,  and  that  oa  the  left,  along  the  middle 
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part  of  the  pnrish,  by  the  grounds  of  Chepsted  place,  south- 
ward of  which  is  the  great  ridge  of  sand  hills,  and  the  Weald, 
into  which  this  parish  extends. 

This  district,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  was  held  by  one  of 
the  eminent  family  of  the  Crevequer's  j  Robert  de  Creveqaer 
holding  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  one  knight's  fee  in 
Cheveninges,  which  Adam  de  ChcTeninges  again  held  of  him. 

This  manor  remained  narce)  of  the  DossessioiiB  of  the  see  of 
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and  died  in  1590,  when  he  was  buried  in  thia  churchj  under  a 
BumptnoDs  tomb  of  alabaster.  He  left  all  his  estates  to  hia 
eldest  son,  Sampson,  who,  during  the  life  of  his  father,  married 
the  sister  and  heir  of  Lord  Dacre. 

On  her  brother's  death,  in  the  36th  of  Elizabeth,  without 
issue,  she  not  only  inherited  a  large  fortune,  but  became 
entitled  to  the  barony  of  Dacres,  which  was  granted  to  her  in 
the  2d  of  James  I.  Margaret  lady  Dacres  died  in  1611,  which 
prevented  her  husband,  Sampson  Lennard,  from  being  called 
to  the  house  of  peers  as  Lord  Dacre,  bnt  the  patent  was 
granted  him  that  year.  He  had  been  sheriff  of  this  county  in 
the  33d  of  Elizabeth,  and  died  in  1615,  when  he  was  interred 
in  Chevening  church,  with  the  Lady  Dacres,  his  wife,  under  a 
stately  tomb  of  alabaster. 

Sir  Henry  Lennard,  who  had  been  knighted  by  the  earl  of 
Essex,  at  the  taking  of  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  was  their  son  and  heir. 
On  the  death  of  his  mother,  in  1611,  be  became  Lord  Dacre, 
and  on  the  demise  of  his  father,  succeeded,  as  well  by  settle- 
ment as  his  father's  will,  to  an  estate  tail,  in  all  manors,  lands, 
8tc.  which  he  had  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the 
county  of  Kent. 

Henry  lord  Dacre  married  Grysogon,  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Baker,  of  Sissinghurst.  He  died  in  the  I4th  of 
James  I.,  leaving  one  son  Richard,  who  succeeded  him  in  his 
titles  and  estates,  and  four  daughters.  Richard  I.ennard  lord 
Dacre  siicceede'd  to  his  father's  property  in  Chevening  and 
elsewhere,  and  rebuilt  Chevening  bouse,  from  a  plan  of  Inigo 
Jones. 

He  died  in  1630  at  Hurstmonceaux,  in  Sussex,  Francis  lord 
Dacre,  bis  eldest  son  by  his  first  wife,  then  only  nine  years  of 
age,  having  succeeded  to  bis  titles  and  estates.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  sister  and  beir  of  Viscount  Banning,  by  whom  he 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters;  of  the  former,  Thomas 
was  his  successor,  Francis  died  without  issue  in  1706,  and 
Henry  dying  in  1703  left  three  daughters. 

Lord  Dacre  died  in  1662,  leaving  his  wife  surviving,  after- 
wards created  countess  of  Shepey  for  her  life,  and  died  in 
1686. 

By  his  will  in  1656  he  gave  all  his  manors  and  lands  to  his 
eldest  son  Thonms  in  tail  male,  who  accordingly  succeeded 
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his  father  therein,  as  well  as  to  the  title  of  Lord  Dscre,  ftod 

was  created  earl  of  Sussex  by  Charles  II.  in  his  26tbyear. 

He  died  possessed  of  Chevening  manor  and  mansion,  with 
Chepsted,  in  1715,  and  lies  buried  in  Chevening  church. 

He  left  Anne,  his  countess,  surviving,  who  died  in  1722.  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughter*,  Barbara  and  Anne,  his  coheirs. 
The  former  was  married  to  Charles  Skelton,  lieutenant-general 
ill  the  French  service,  and  grand  cross  of  the  order  of  St. 
Louis,  and  the  latter  lo  Richard  Barrett  Lennard,  esq.,  of 
Belhouse,  in  Essex,  grandson  of  Richard  Lennard,  who  took 
upon  him  the  name  of  Barrett,  being  only  son  of  Richard 
Lennard  lord  Dacre,  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Dudley  lord 
North,  his  second  wife. 

The  ladies,  Barbara  and  Anne,  not  only  succeeded  to  the 
estates  of  the  earl  their  father,  at  Chevening  and  elsewhere  in 
Kent,  but  became  entitled  to  the  barony  of  Dacre,  which 
rested  in  abeyance  between  the  two  sisters,  of  whom  the  eldest, 
Lady  Barbara,  died  at  Paris,  without  issue,  in  1741,  when  Lady 
Anne,  as  sole  heir  of  her  father,  became  Baroness  Dacre. 
Richard  Barrett  Lennard,  her  first  husband,  died  during  the 
life  ofhis  father,  in  1716,  leaving  by  her  an  only  son  and  heir, 
the  late  Thomas  Barrett  Lennard  lord  Dacre.  She  married, 
secondly,  Henry  Roper  lord  Teynhara,  by  whom  she  had  two 
sons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldest  of  whom,  George,  left  a  sod, 
Trevor  Charles  Roper,  who  succeeded,  after  the  death  of 
Thomas  Lennard  Barrett  lord  Dacre,  to  the  barony  of  Dacre, 
and  died  in  1794.  She  was  thirdly  married  to  Robert  Moote, 
a  younger  son  of  Henry  earl  of  Drogheda,  by  whom  she  bad 
one  son. 

The  ladies,  Barbara  and  Anne,  daughters  of  the?  earl  of 
Sussex  before  mentioned,  in  1717  joined  in  the  sale  of  Che- 
vening manor  and  dwelling,  and  the  rest  of  their  lands  in  this 
parish,  to  major  general  James  Stanhope,  eldest  son  of  Alex- 
ander Stanhope,  only  son  of  Philip,  first  earl  of  Chesterfield, 
by  his  second  wife  Anne,  (daughter  of  Sir  John  Packingtoo,  of 
the  privy  council  to  Queen  Elizabeth,)  which  same  Stanhope 
died  in  1707,  leaving  by  Catherine  bis  wife,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

James,  the  eldest,  who  purchased  this  manor,  following  a 
military  life,  rose  by  degrees  to  the  highest  honours.  lnl70S, 
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being  declared  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces  in 
Spain,  he  reduced  the  castle  of  St.  Philip,  and  the  celebrated 
port  of  Mahon,  in  the  island  of  Minorca,  and  in  1710  the 
signal  victory  at  Almenara  was  gained  inconsequence  of  his 
prudence  and  valour.  On  the  accession  of  George  I.,  he  was 
sworn  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  made  one  of  the  principal 
secretaries  of  state ;  after  which,  being  much  in  the  confidence 
of  the  king,  he  was  appointed  first  minister  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  nation,  and  the  same  year,  1717,  promoted  to  the 
dignity  of  lord  viscount  Stanhope,  of  Mahon,  in  the  island  of 
Minorca,  and  Baron  Stanhope,  of  Elvaston,  in  Derbyshire, 
with  limitation  for  want  of  male  heirs,  to  Thomas  Stanhope, 
of  Elvaston,  and  his  brothers,  Charles  and  William,  which 
last  was  created  earl  of  Harrington, 

In  1 7 18  he  was  again  made  secretary  of  state  in  the  room  of 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  by  mutual  exchange  had  his  place 
at  the  Treasury  board,  and  on  the  14th  of  April  following  was 
farther  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  Stanhope.  In  1719 
and  1720  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  justices  for  the 
governing  this  kingdom  during  the  absence  of  the  king,  and 
cODtinued  a  principal  minister  of  state  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  taken  suddenly  ill  at  the  House  of  Lords, 
from  too  great  agitation  of  spirits,  as  is  said,  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1721,  and  died  the  next  day.  He  was  buried  at 
Cfaevening,  where  his  funeral  was  attended  with  all  due  ho- 
nours to  a  great  general,  by  the  express  commands  of  the  king< 
He  married  Lucy,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  Pitt,  esq.  of 
Stratford,  in  Hants.,  some  time  governor  of  Fort  St.  George, 
who  survived  him,  and  dying  in  1723,  lies  buried  in  this 
church  by  ber  husband.  He  had  by  her  four  sons,  and  three  - 
daoghters,  of  whom  Philip,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  him  as 
Earl  Stanhope,  who  married  Lady  Grizel  Hamilton,  sister  to 
ThomsB  earl  of  Haddington,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Philip, 
who  died  at  Geneva  in  1763,  and  Charles,  who  succeeded  htm 
as  Earl  Stanhope.  He  married  in  1774,  Hester,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  the  great  earl  of  Chatham,  who  died  in  1780,  by 
whona  be  had  three  daughters  ;  Hester  Lucy,  married  to  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Sevenoak;  Grisilda,  and  RachaeL  He  married, 
aecondly,  in  178],  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry  Grenville,  esq.. 
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Philip  Henry,  born  the  7th  Dacember,  1781,  sacceeded  hii 
father  the  I5tb  Debember,  1816,  who  married  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1803,  the  Hon.  Catherine  Lucy  Smith,  tecoiu) 
danghter  of  lord  Carringtoo,  and  has  issue  Philip  Henry, 
viiconnt  Mahon,  bora  the  30th  January,  1 805  ;  George  Joseph, 
born  17th  March,  180^ ;  and  Catherine  Lucy  Wilhelmina,  bora 
SUtMay,  1819.  He  bears  the  same  arms  as  the  earl  of  Cbtt- 
terfield.  a  cracmt  for  difference;  and  for  supporters,  on  the 
dexter  side,  a  lalbot  emdat,  on  the  tmUter,  a  vio^,  or,  dvcaUj 
crowned  azure ;  each  charged  on  the  shoulder  mth  a  craeetU  amn. 
His  crest  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  earl  of  Chesterfield. 

The  manor  of  Chepsted,  otherwise  Wilks,  was,  in  the  reiga 
of  Edward  III.,  in  the  possession  of  a  family  which  theoce 
derived  its  name;  and,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  prince,  the 
heirs  of  John  de  Chepsted  paid  aid  for  it  as  the  tenth  part  of 
a  knight's  fee,  which  John  de  Chepsted  had  formerly  held  of 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  From  the  heirs  of  John  de 
Chepsted  this  manor,  with  Whitley  woods,  tying  Dear  thssiad 
bills,  passed  into  the  name  of  WillLes,  whence  it  acquired  the 
nair.e  of  Chepsted,  or  Wilkes,  in  which  family  it  contisued 
till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  Anne,  daughter  of  Ralph 
Wilkes,  carried  her  interest  therein  to  James  Hall,  wbote 
ancestor,  Hubert  de  Haule,  was  possessor  of  lands  in  Cheven- 
ing  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  which  he  then  conveyed  to 
Adam  de  Chivenigg  and  his  heirs. 

Another  heir  of  John  de  Chepsted,  above  mentioned,  ■ 
appears  by  an  old  pedigree,  (once  in  the  hands  of  Sir  SackTiUe 
Crow,)  married  John  de  Bore,  who  in  her  right  became  pos* 
sessed  of  some  interest  in  this  manor ;  front  which  none  it 
was  again  carried  in  marriage  by  another  female  heir  to  oat 
Stocket,  who  passed  away  his  right  to  William  Isley,  aboit 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  Sir  Henry  Isley  had  possession  of  liii 
manor  during  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V1U-; 
8»on  after  which.  Sir  Henry  and  William,  his  eldest  sod,  by 
way  of  mortgage,  conveyed  to  Robert  Cranwell,  the  chief 
house  of  Chepsted,  and  ceruin  lands  there.  He,  in  the  1st  of 
Queen  Mary,  sold  all  his  esutes  to  John  Lennard ;  when  Sir 
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Henry  Fsley,  baring  joined  in  Sir  ThomBB  Wyatt's  rebellion, 
was  attainted,  and  all  his  Unda  forfeited  to  the  queen.  Tbia 
manor  afterwards  passed  in  like  descent,  from  John  Lennard, 
as  the  manor  of  Chevening,  till  the  ladies  Barbara  and  Anne, 
coheirs  of  Thomas  earl  of  Sussex,  joined  in  the  sale  of  the 
property  to  major  general  Stanhope;  the  same  being  now  pos- 
sessed by  the  present  earl. 

Chepsteo  HODse  is  a  seat  and  estate,  situated  on  the 
southern  ver^e  of  this  parish,  and  was  probably  once  a  part  of 
the  demesne  lands  of  the  last- described  manor.  The  first 
mention  we  find  made  of  this  property  was  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  Elixabeth,  when  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Robert 
Cranmer,  esq.  of  Asflacton,  in  Nottinghamshire.  He  was  son 
of  Thomas  Cranmer,  and  married  Jane  Graie,  daughter  of 
Henry  Qraie,  of  Sussex,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  daughter, 
Anne,  who  carried  ibis  seat  in  marriage  to  Sir  Arthur  Herrys, 
eldest  son  of  Sir  William  Herrys,  of  Cricksey,  in  Essex,  by 
whoiD  he  had  two  sons,  Cranmer  and  John,  and  a  daughter, 
Jane. 

Sir  Arthur  died  possessed  of  this  estate  in  1632,  and  was 
succeeded  by  bis  second  son,  John  Herrys,  esq.,  who  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Dacre,  of  Cheshunt,  in  Hert- 
fordshire; she  survived  him,  and  carried  this  estate  in  mar- 
riage to  William  Priestly,  of  Wild  hill,  in  Essingdon,  Hert- 
fordshire; and  he,  in  1662,  conveyed  Chepsted  to  JeffVy 
Thomas,  gent.,  who,  in  1654,  conveyed  it  to  Ralph  Suckley, 
who  parted  with  it  to  Mr.  David  Polhill,  gent,  of  Otford. 

David  Polhill  resided  here,  and  on  the  death  of  his  grand- 
father, in  1658,  became  his  heir.  He  was  high  sheriff  in  1662, 
and  died  without  issue,  leaving  bis  estate  by  will  to  his  only 
surviving  brother,  Thomas  Polhill,  esq.  of  Clapham,  in  Surrey, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Ireton,  esq.,  by 
whom  he  left  three  sons,  David  ;  Henry,  who  died  in  1753; 
and  Charles,  who  also  departed  this  life  in  1755,  without  issue. 
Thomas  Polhill,  esq.,  before  his  death,  in  1665,  conveyed 
this  seat  to  Sir  Nicholas  Strode,  of  Westerham,  whose  widow 
and  two  daughters  passed  it  away,  in  1693,  to  William  Emerton, 
«eq.  of  the  Temple,  London,  who  pulled  down  the  old  bouse, 
and  rebuilt  the  present  seat.  He  married,  and  left  Iwo  daugh- 
ters bis  coheirs  ;  and  they  joined  with  his  widow,  in  the  8th 
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of  Queen  Anne,  in  vesting  the  same  in  trustees,  to  be  sold,  for 
the  better  support  of  his  widow  and  two  daughters.  In  con- 
sequence  of  this,  the  estate  was  alienated  to  David  Polhill, 
esq.,  who  had  sold  the  same  to  Sir  Nicholas  Strode,  before 
mentioned.  He  afterwards  resided  at  Chepsted,  and,  in  1709. 
was  chosen  to  represent  this  county  in  Parliament,  and  in 
1715,  was  made  sheriff  and  keeper  of  the  records  in  the 
Tower.  He  died,  aged  eii^hty,  in  1754,  having  been  thrice 
married  ;  when,  by  his  lastwife,  who  died  in  1 785,  aged  eighty- 
seven,  he  had  Charles,  his  heir,  Thomas,  and  John,  and  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth. 

diaries  Polhill,  of  Chepsted.  in  1754,  married  Tryphena, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Shelley,  barU  of  Sussex,  by  whom  be 
had  one  daughter,  of  whom  her  mother  died  in  childbed. 
Mr.  Polhill  afterwards  married  Mrs.  Patience  Haswell,  by 
whom  he  had  issue  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  when  he  pos- 
sessed this  seat  and  resided  here.  He  bears  for  bis  arms, 
quarterly,  of  four  coats :  first,  Polhill  or,  on  a  bend  gaits,  thru 
trosa  aossleh  of  thejield:  second,  argent,  an  eagle  displaced  or : 
third,  azure,  a  feu  between  three  garbs,  or:  fourth,  Theobald's 
gulfs,  six  cross  crostlets  Jitchee,  three,  two,  undone,  or:  overall, 
a  crescent  for  difference.  A  yearly  fair  is  held  at  Chepsted,  on 
WhJL  Tuesday. 

MoRiINt's  court,  otherwise  called  Madam's  court,  is  a 
manor  here,  which  lies  close  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills,  and 
gave  both  residence  and  surname  to  its  possessors.  In  (he 
21st  of  Edward  [.,  an  assize  was  held  before  the  justices  itine- 
rant, on  a  complaint  brought  against  Ralph  de  Berners,  for 
having  unjustly  disseised  William,  son  of  Thomas  de  Morauot, 
and  Jordan  and  Henry,  his  brothers,  of  their  free  tenement 
in  Chevening  and  Sevenoak. 

Jordan  and  William  de  Moraunt  were  .possessors  of  this 
manor  in  the  t4th  of  Edward  II..  and  William  de  Moraunt 
was  sheriff  in  the  12th  and  13tb  of  Edward  III.  His  son,  Sir 
Thomas,  left  an  only  daughter,  Lora,  who  carried  this  estate  in 
marriage,  first,  loSirThomasCawne,  of  Ightham,  and  secondly, 
to  James  de  Peckham,  of  Yaldfaam,  in  Wrotham.  in  which 
family  it  continued  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  I6lh 
year  of  which  prince,  Reginald  Peckham  was  found  to  die  pos* 
sessed  of  the  manors  of  Morant's  court,  Wynsolds,  and  Gold- 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  587 

smiths.  In  his  descendants  Morant  court  continued  till  the 
reign  of  James  !.,  when  it  was  alienated  to  Blackswell,  and 
thence,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  to  a  Watson,  of  Oxford- 
shire ;  in  whose  descendants  it  continued  till  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  when  one  of  that  name  alienated  it  to  Pendock 
Price,  of  Weaterham,  whose  son  dying  possessed  of  it,  with- 
out issue,  it  passed  to  his  brother,  Thomas  Price,  esq.,  the 
widow  of  whose  son  and  heir,  Mrs.  Mary  Price,  became  entitled 
to  the  same. 

There  is  a  court-baron  held  for  this  manor,  over  which  the 
liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  claims  jurisdiction. 

Norlhward  from  Moranl's  court,  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk 
hill,  close  to  the  boundary  of  the  parish  of  Otford,  lies  the 
manor  of  Donington,  now  called  Ddnton,  which,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.,  was  in  the  possession  of  William  Mornnt. 
This  estate  passed  in  the  same  manner  as  Morant's  court  to 
the  family  of  the  Peckham's,  and  Reginald  Peckfaam  was  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vllt. ;  after  which  it  passed 
by  sale  to  the  family  of  the  Polhill's,  and  in  their  possession 
it  has  continued  for  many  years,  down  to  Charles  Polhill,  esq. 
of  Chepsted. 

Chbtbning  is  in  the  bcclbsiastical  jurisdiction  oC 
the  diocae  of  Rochester,  and  being  a.  peculiar,  in  the  deanerif  of 
Shoreham.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph,  is  situated 
on  the  north-west  side  of  the  parish,  being  a  handsome  build- 
ing, containing  three  aisles  and  three  chancels. 

Among  other  monuments  are  the  following:  in  the  south 
aisle,  memorials  for  the  Denham's,  and  William  Fuller,  gent. ; 
in  the  south  chancel,  a  fine  tomb,  of  Bethersden  marble,  for 
John  Lennard,  gent.;  in  the  north  aisle,  a  memorial  for  Mrs. 
Mary  Thomas,  of  Sevenoak ;  and  in  the  south  chancel,  a  stately 
tomb,  of  alabaster,  whereon  are  the  figures  of  a  man  in  armour, 
and  a  lady  in  her  robes,  with  their  heads  resting  on  cushions  ; 
at  his  feet  is  a  brass  bead  out  of  a  ducal  crown,  and  at  hers,  a 
dog ;  on  the  south  side  are  three  sons  kneeling ;  and  on  the 
north  fire  daughters ;  this  tomb  having  been  raised  for  Samp- 
son Lennard,  esq.,  aud  his  wife,  the  lady  Dacre.  On  the  north 
side  is  a  monument  for  lady  Anne  Herrys,  sole  daughter  and 
heir  of  Robert  Cranmer ;  and  at  the  east  end,  a  mural  tomb, 
with  the  figures  of  a  man  and  woman  kneeling  at  a  desk ; 
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within  the  rails,  on  a  gravestone,  are  the  figures  of  a  man  and 
wonmn  curiously  engraved  in  brau,  the  inscription  lost,  but  de 
dale  1696. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  the  rectory  of  Chevening  wai 
valued  at  twenty-five  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  £101,  making 
in  the  whole  £110. 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £21  6  8,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  £228;  there  is  a  pension  to  the  rector 
of  Shoreham. 

In  1821  there  were  143  dwellings  in  tiie  parish  of  Cheven- 
ing ;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  inhabitants  were  as  follow:  males  415,  females  397,  making 
a  total  of  812  souls. 

SuNDRiDOE  lies  westward  from  Chevening,  written  in  most 
ancient  deeds  Sundruh,  which  appears  to  have  been  its  proper 
name.  In  Domesday  it  stands  recorded  as  Saiidresx,  and  in 
the  Texttis  Roffenns,  Simderersce.  The  village  of  Sundridge  is 
situated  on  the  high  road  leading  to  Weeterham,  which  crosses 
the  middle  of  this  parish,  as  dot^s  the  river Darent,  in  a  double 
stream ;  a  little  to  the  northward  of  which,  the  ground  rises 
still  farther  northward,  for  near  a  mile  and  a  half,  to  the  great 
ridge  of  chalk  hills,  where  it  is  liltle  more  than  a  mile  in  width. 
Midway  to  the  foot  of  these  hills,  is  the  seat  of  Combebank, 
the  hamlet  of  Oveneys  green,  and  the  seat  of  Overden,  tfae 
residence  of  the  dowager  lady  Stanhope.  Just  below  the  vil- 
lage, southward,  is  a  seat,  formerly  belonging  to  Thomas 
MoropesEon,  esq.,  and  afterwards  to  Edward  Peach,  esq.  Near 
the  above  is  the  church,  and  close  by,  the  ancient  site  of  Sund- 
ridge place,  whereon  is  now  a  mere  farm-house ;  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  eastward  is  the  manor  of  Dryhill,  formerly  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  family  of  the  Isley's,  and  subsequently  of  Mr. 
Woodgate,  of  Summerhill.  Southward  thence  the  parish 
extends  three  miles  to  the  great  ridge  of  sand  hills,  about  mid- 
way towards  which  is  Brook  place;  on  either  side  there 
abounds  much  coppice  wood,  the  land  very  poori  and  on  the 
top  of  the  hills  stands  the  hamlet  called  Ide  bill. 

These  hills  separate  the  upland  district  from  that  below, 
called  the  Weald;  the  part  above  being  distinguished  by  the 
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name  of  Sundridge  Upland,  that  below  being  denominated 
Sundrid^e  Weald,  in  tlie  same  manner  as  the  other  parifihes 
are  in  the  aeme  situation.  Near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  in  the 
Weald,  is  the  estate  of  Hendon,  where  the  soil  becomes  a  etilF 
clay,  with  good  tillage  land,  Sundridge  having  been  in  early 
times  part  of  the  posBessions  of  the  see  of  Canterbury.  In 
the  reign  of  Edwu-d  the  Confessor,  Godwin  unjustly  withheld 
it  from  the  archbishop,  and,  after  the  Conquest,  Odo  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  took  possession  of  the  property,  but  Archbishop 
Lanfranc  recovered  it  at  the  assembly  held  on  Penenden 
heath  in  I07(>. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  111.  the  manor  of  Suttdrish  was  held 
of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  by  the  family  of  the  Apul- 
derfield's,  from  which  it  passed  to  that  of  the  Fremingham's, 
one  of  whom,  Sir  Ralph  de  Fremtngham,  paid  aid  for  it  in  the 
20lh  of  Edward  III.  Sir  Ralph  de  Fremingham  resided  at 
Famiogham,  in  this  county,  of  which  he  was  sheriff  in  the 
32d  of  Edward  UI.,  and  died  the  next  year.  His  son,  John 
de  Fremingham,  was  of  Lose,  and  sheriif  in  the  2d  and  17th 
of  Richard  II.  He  died  in  the  13th  of  Henry  IV.,  leaving  no 
issue,  and  gave  this  manor  to  his  kinsman  and  next  heir, 
Roger  Isley,  and  his  heirs  male.  The  family  of  the  Isle's,  or 
Isley's,  called  in  French  deeds,  L'Isle,  and  in  Latin,  De  Insula, 
was  seated  in  this  parish  in  early  times,  for  John  de  Insula 
obtained  a  charter  of  free  vjarrtn  for  his  lands  in  Sundriah,  in 
the  Ilth  of  Edward  II.,  whose  grandson,  Roger  Isley,  married 
Joane,  sister  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Fremingham.  Their  son  John 
left  Roger  Isley,  esq.  of  Sundridge,  who,  on  the  death  of  his 
kinsman,  John  de  Fremingham,  of  Lose,  without  issue,  in  the 
13th  of  Henry  IV.,  inherited  the  manor  of  Sundridge,  by  the 
gift  above  mentioned.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Ermine,  a 
fm  gala. 

Roger  Isley  died  posaessed  of  this  manor  in  1429,  leaving 
two  sons,  William  and  John,  the  former  of  whom  inherited 
this  manor  in  fee  tail,  He  was  sheriff  in  the  25th  of  Henry 
VL,  and  died  possessed  of  the  property  in  the  3d  of  Ed- 
ward  IV.,  holding  it  of  Thomas  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  by 
knight's  service,  and  the  yearly  rent  of  £22  12b.  He  also 
died  holding  the  manors  of  Dryhill,  Brook  place,  Blount's 
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tenement,  and  UsmondeB,  and  departed  this  life  without  i. 
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the  remainder  oT  the  original  sum  being  disbursed  by  the 
several  possessors  of  the  other  parts  of  these  manors,  by  grants 
at  different  times  from  the  crown. 

OvERNBT,  OrOvERNEY's  GREEN,    nOW   Called  OvENDEK, 

is  a  manor,  or  farm,  which  was  part  of  the  estate  of  the  family 
oftlie  Fremini^ham's,  and  afterwards,  as  before  mentioned,  of 
the  Isley's,  having  been  one  of  the  estates  sold  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  William  (sley,  which  became  the  property 
of  Leven  Bufkin.  Soon  after,  he  reconveyed  this  estate  to 
Henry  liley,  son  of  William  before  mentioned,  who,  by  deed, 
in  the  22-1  of  Elizabeth,  sold  the  property,  then  called  Overnet/'s 
green,  or  Austins,  to  James  Austin,  who,  with  Henry  Isley,  and 
William  his  father,  by  deed  and  fine  conveyed  it  to  John 
Leiinard,  Sampson  Lennard,  and  their  heirs.  From  them  it 
descended,  with  another  estate'  called  Gotland  barn,  in  this 
parish,  purchasfd  by  Sampson  Lennard,  to  Thomas,  earl  of 
Sussex,  the  estate  of  Overneys  being  included  among  those 
for  which  the  earl  obtained  a  verdict  at  the  Queen's  Bencit 
bar  in  1709.  He  conveyed  them  with  Cherening,  and  other 
lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  Major  General  James  Stan- 
hope, after  which  his  grandson,  the  late  Charles  earl  of  Stan- 
hope, possessed  the  same. 

BaooK  PLACE,  so  called  from  its  contiguity  to  a  small  rill 
of  water,  was  once  accounted  part  of  the  manor  of  Sundridge, 
and  most  probably  (he  first  habitation  of  the  Isley's  in  this 
parish.  The  last  who  died  possessed  of  this  estate  was  Wil- 
liam Isley,  who  died  under  Edward  IV.,  having  cooveyed  the 
property  by  sale  to  John  Alphew,  of  Bore  place,  in  Chidingstone, 
on  whose  death  in  1489,  without  issue  male,  his  two  daugh- 
ters became  entitled  to  his  estates ;  on  a  division  of  which.  Sir 
Robert  Reid,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  became  possessed  of 
this  manor  in  right  of  his  wife.  He  left  four  daughters  coheirs, 
one  of  whom,  Catherine,  married  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby,  a 
younger  sonof  those  of  Evesley,  in  Lincolnshire,  who  entitled 
him  to  Brook  place  ;  and  his  descendant,  Thomas  Willoughby, 
esq.,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  sold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Hoskins, 
of  Oisted,  in  Surrey,  descended  from  an  ftncieot  family  of  that 
name  in  Herefordshire.  On  his  decease  the  property  devolved 
to  his  eldest  son,  Charles  Hoskins,  esq.,  who  died  in  1657,  and 
bis  grandson  Charles,  of  Croydon,  in  Surrey,  leli  an  only 
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daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  this  estate  in  marriage  to  John 
Ward,eaq.  ofSquerrieB,  in  Westerham,  who  died  possessed  of 
it  in  1775,  when  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  John  Ward,  esq.,  ot 
Squerries,  afterwards  owned  the  property. 

Hen  DEN,  called  in  ancient  writings  Hethenden,  ia  a  nanoi 
which  lies  at  the  southern  edge  of  this  pariali.  in  the  Weald 
bflow  Ide  hill,  being  a  member  of  the  manor  of  Bonghton 
Aluph,  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  county. 

This  estate  had,  for  a  continued  series  of  years,  owners  of 
the  highest  rank  and  title  in  the  kingdom,  having  been  part  of 
the  poesessiona  of  Bartholomew  de  Burghersh,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  property  in  the  29th  of  Henry  III.,  leaving  b; 
Elimbeth,  his  wife,  two  sons.  Barlholomew  and  Henry,  of 
whont.  Bartholomew  was  eminent  for  his  valour,  and,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  made  knight  companion  of  the  Garter. 

He  died  in  the  43d  year  of  that  prince,  leaving  by  his  secoad 
wife,  Margaret,  sister  of  Bartholomew  lord  Bodlesmere,  who 
survived  him,  one  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Edward  ie  De  spencer,  eldest  son  of  Edward,  who,  on  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  Hugh  Ie  Despencer,  without  issue,  became  his 
heir. 

He  died  in  the  49th  year  of  the  same  reign,  possessed  of 
this  manor  in  right  of  his  wife,  who,  surviving  him,  died  in  the 
10th  of  Henry  IV..  and  by  her  he  left  a  eon.  commonly  called 
lord  Ie  Despencer,  of  Glamorgan  and  Morganok,  who,  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II,,  was  advanced  to  the  title  of  earl  of 
Gloucester,  and  exhibiting  his  petition  in  the  same  Padiameat 
for  revocation  of  the  judgment  of  exile  against  his  great 
grandfather,  Hugh  Ie  Despenoer,  had  it  granted,  la  that 
petition  it  appears  Hugh  Ie  Despencer  was  then  possessed  of 
no  less  than  69  lordships  in  difl^rent  counties,  2800  sheep, 
1000  oxen,  1200  kine  with  their  calves,  40  mares  with  their 
foals,  160  draft  horses,  2000  hogs,  3000  bullockfl,  40  tons  of 
wine,  600  bacons,  80  carcases  of  Martinmas  beef,  600  muttons 
in  his  larder,  10  tons  of  cyder,  armour,  plate,  jewels,  and  ready 
money  to  the  amount  of  £10,000,  36  sacks  of  wool,  and,  what 
was  of  the  greatest  value  in  those  days,  a  library  of  books. 

Thomas  married  Constance,  daughter  of  Edward  Laagley, 
dvke  of  Yovk,  and  although  one  of  the  chief  of  those  peers 
who  had  formerly  acted  in  the  deposition  of  Richard  II.,  was 
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Boon  after,  degraded  from  his  honours  as  earl,  by  Parliament, 
ID  the  1st  of  Henry  IV.,  as  were  all  others  who  bad  been  con- 
cenied  in  the  death  of  lliomas  of  Woodstock,  duke  of  Glou- 
cester. After  which,  conscious  of  his  danger,  he  Sed,  and 
being  taken  at  Bristol,  was  conveyed  to  the  market-place  by  the 
rabble,  and  beheaded  ;  when,  the  next  year,  by  the  name  of 
Thomas,  late  lord  Spencer,  he  was  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  sub- 
jected to  forfeit  all  his  lands.  His  daughter,  and  ultimately 
sole  heir,  Isabel,  in  the  year  her  father  died,  married  Richard 
Beauchamp,  lord  Bei^venny,  afterwards  earl  of  Worcester, 
who,  iu  the  2d  of  Henry  V.,  had  possession  granted  of  all 
these  lordships  and  lands  which,  upon  the  death  of  her  bro- 
ther, under  age,  and  without  issue,  descended  to  her,  among 
which  was  this  manor  of  Henden ;  and  upon  the  demise  of 
Constance,  her  mother,  had  the  like  possession  granted  of  her 
dower, 

Richard  earl  of  Worcester  died  previously,  and  she  after- 
wards, by  a  special  dispensation  from  the  pope,  (they  being 
brother's  children,)  married  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  War- 
wick, one  of  ihe  most  considerable  persons  of  his  time,  who> 
at  the  coronation  of  Henry  IV.,  was  made  knight  of  the  Bath, 
being  then  only  nineteen  yearaofE^e.  In  the  5th  year  of  that 
reign  he  behaved  bravely  against  Owen  Glendower,  then  in 
open  rebellion,  whose  standard  he  took  in  battle,  and  after- 
wards gained  great  honour  at  the  conflict  of  Shrewsbury, 
where  he  fought  against  the  Percie's. 

At  the  coronation  of  Henry  V.,  he  was  constituted  lord  high 
steward,  for  his  wisdom  and  indefatigable  industry  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  king;  after  which  he  was  declared  captain  of  Calais, 
and  governor  of  the  Marches  in  Picardy,  and,  in  1417, 
created  earl  of  Aumarle,  or  Albermarle,  in  reward  for  bis 
bravery  in  France,  and  elected  knight  of  the  Garter.  Upon 
the  death  of  Henry  V.  he  was  appointed  governor  to  the 
young  king,  Henry  VI.,  and  on  the  demise  of  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  regent  of  France,  and  lieutenant  general  of  all  the 
king's  forces  in  that  realm  and  in  Normandy.  He  died  at  the 
castle  of  Rouen,  in  1439,  leaving  Isabel,  his  second  wife,  sur- 
viving,  by  whom  be  bad  Henry,  and  Anne,  married  to  Richard 
Nevill,  earl  of  Salisbury ;  she  died  a  few  months  after  the  earl 
her  husband,  possessed  of  this  manor. 
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This  son,  Henry  de  Beaucbamp,  earl  ot  Warwick,  tucceedod 
his  mother  in  thii  estate  at  Sua<lndge,  being  only  fourteea 
years  of  age  at  the  decease  of  hi«  father.  He  wae  ao  great  a 
Civorite  with  Henry  VI.,  that  the  highest  honours  were  thosi^ht 
insufficient  to  manifest  the  king's  affection  towards  him. 

In  the  22d  of  Henry  VI.,  he  was  created  premier  earl  of 
England,  and,  for  distinction  between  him  and  other  earls,  bad 
granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  male  licence  to  wear  a  golden  coro- 
net on  his  head,  as  nell  in  the  presence  of  the  king  as  ebe> 
where;  and,  within  a  few  days  after,  was  further  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  duke  of  Warwick,  with  precedence  next  after  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  before  the  duke  of  Buckingham.  He 
had  also  a  grant  of  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  toge- 
ther with  their  castles;  and  lastly,  waa  declared  monarch  i^ 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  king,  with  bis  own  hands,  placing  tbe 
crown  on  his  head.  He  did  not,  however,  live  long  to  enjoy 
those  honours,  being  taken  off  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  a.d. 
1445,  in  the  22d  of  Henry  VI.  His  body  was  carried  to 
Tewksbury,  where  it  was  interred  among  his  ancestors :  on 
his  demise,  he  possessed  this  manor  of  Henden,  leaving  Cicdy, 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill,  earl  of  Salisbury,  (whom 
ho  bad  married  during  the  life  of  his  father,  being  then  scarcely 
ten  years  of  age,)  and  one  daughter,  Anne,  who  died  an  infant. 
Anne,  ber  aunt,  sister  to  the  late  duke  of  Warwick,  then  be> 
came  heir  to  the  earldom  and  her  brother's  estates,  being  at 
that  time  the  wife  of  Richard  Nevill,  earl  of  Salisbury,  having 
been  married  to  him  the  same  year  Henry  her  brother  married 
Cicely,  bis  sister;  by  reason  of  which  union,  and  in  regard  for 
his  special  services,  he  had  the  title  of  earl  of  Warwick  con- 
firmed to  him,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs. 

This  earl  of  Warwick,  so  well  known  in  Enghsh  history  by 
the  title  of  the  £1;^  Maker,  finding  himself  of  sufficient  con- 
sequence to  hold  the  balance  of  the  families  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, by  changing  from  one  aide  to  the  other,  rendered 
England,  during  the  continuance  of  his  power,  a  scene  of  con- 
stant confusion  and  bloodsBed.  He  made  or  unmade  kings, 
of  the  one  or  other  house,  as  suited  his  passions,  or  served  bis 
purposes;  and  was  at  length  slain,  when  endeavouring  to  re- 
place King  Henry  on  the  throne,  st  the  battle  of  Bamet,  in 
1471. 
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By  Anne,  bit  wife,  be  bad  only  two  daughters,  whom  be 
married  into  the  royal  family ;  Isabel,  the  eldest,  to  George 
duke  of  Clareace ;  and  Anne,  the  youngest,  to  Edward  prince 
of  Wales,  son  of  Henry  VI,;  and  secondly,  to  Richard  duke  of 
Oloucester,  afterwards  Richard  III. 

This  manor  then  passing  to  the  crown  under  Henry  VII.. 
femained  there  till  Henry  VIII.,  in  his  9tb  year,  exchanged  it 
with  Sir  Thomas  Bulleyn,  for  other  lands  in  Essex.  From  him 
this  estate  passed  to  William  Stafford,  esq.,  who  conveyed  it  to 
the  king;  when  that  monarch  demised  it,  with  others,  for  a 
term  of  years,  to  George  Harper;  and  the  following  year 
granted  the  fee  of  the  same  to  Sir  John  Qresham,  to  hold  t» 
capite;  and  be  died  possessed  of  this  estate  in  1566. 

His  grandson,  Sir  William,  sold  it,  in  the  rei^n  of  Elizabeth, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Hoskins,  of  Oxsted,  in  Surrey;  in  whose  des- 
cendants it  continned  till  conveyed  by  a  female  heir  in  marriage, 
A.D.  1790,  to  Richard  Gorges,  esq.,  who  at  that  time  possessed 
tbe  property. 

CoMBBBANK  is  B  Seat,  BO  called  from  some  nncient  camp  or 
fortification  that  had  existed  at  or  near  it;  Coi^,  in  Saxon, 
signifying  a  camp.  Most  probably  there  was  once  a  burial 
place  here  for  tbe  Roman  soldiers,  as  many  urns,  of  an  antique 
shape,  have  been  found  in  digging  near  the  spot ;  while  some 
have  imagined  there  was  a  Roman  military  way,  that  led  from 
Oldborougb,  in  Ightham,  through  this  place,  to  Keston  camp, 
near  Bromley,  in  this  county. 

Combebank  was  formerly  esteemed  part  of  the  manor  of 
Sundridge,  and  as  such,  now  pays  a  portion  of  tbe  ancient 
feefarm  rent  of  that  manor.  It  was  for  many  descents  the 
estate  of  the  family  of  the  Isley's,  lords  of  Sundridge  manor, 
with  whom  it  remained  till  Ibe  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  it  was 
sold  to  pay  the  debts  of  William  leley;  and  purchased  by  the 
family  of  the  Ash's,  tbe  last  of  which  alienated  it  to  Col.  John 
Campbell,  who,  on  the  death  of  Archibald,  duke  of  Argyll,  in 
1761 ,  succeeded  to  that  title. 

This  noble  family  is  derived  from  a  series  of  illustrious  ances- 
tors, of  whom  there  are  traditional  accounts  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Fergus,  the  second  king  of  Scotland,  a.d.  404. 

In  1645,  Sir  John  Duncan  Campbell,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Colin, 
ms  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  lord  of  Parliament,  as  was 
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his  grandson,  Colin,  in  1457,  to  tbe  title  of  duke  of  Argyle. 
His  descendant,  Archibald,  eighth  earl  of  Argyle,  was,  by  King 
Charles  I.,  in  1641,  created  marqwis  of  Argyle,  in  Scotland; 
all  which  titles  he  forfeited  for  treason,  and  was  beheaded  at 
Edinburgh,  in  1661. 

His  son,  Archibald,  was,  in  1663,  restored  by  the  king  to  tlte 
estate  and  title,  but,  in  1681,  being  accused  of  treason,  be  was 
found  guilty,  and  though  he  fled,  wa;),  in  16S6,  taken  and  be- 
headed  at  Edinburgh.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  James 
Stuart,  earl  of  Murray,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters;  of  the  former,  Archibald  was  created  duke  of 
Argyle ;  John,  the  second,  w  as  of  Mammore,  and  father  of  the 
late  duke;  Charles  and  James  having  been  colonels  in  tiie 
»rmy. 

Archibald,  the  eldest,  on  his  father's  attainder,  being  reversed, 
was  tenth  duke  of  Argyle,  and,  in  1701,  created  duke  of 
Argyle,  marquis  of  Kyntire  and  Lorn,  earl  of  Campbell  and 
Cowell,  viscount  of  Lochow  and  Glengla,  and  lord  Inverary, 
Mull,  Morvern,  and  Terry.  He  dying  in  1703,  left,  two  sods 
and  a  daughter;  John,  the  great  duke  of  Argyle,  created  a  peer 
of  England,  by  the  titles  of  duke  and  earl  of  Greenwich  and 
baron  Chatham  ;  he  died  in  1743,  leaving  only  four  dangbten, 
so  that  those  titles  expired  with  him  ;  but  as  duke  of  Argyle 
in  Scotland,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Archibald,  who, 
in  1706,  had  been  created  earl  of  and  viscount  Ila,  lord  Omsay, 
Dunoon,  and  Aros,  in  Scotland,  but  died  without  issue  in 
1761. 

He  was  succeeded  as  duke  of  Argyle  and  marquis  of  Lorn 
by  Col.  John  Campbell,  of  Mammore,  second  son  of  Archibsld, 
ninth  earl  of  Argyle,  which  John  purchased  this  seat  of  Combe- 
bank,  and  made  it  his  principal  residence.  He  married  a  dangli* 
ter  of  lord  Bellenden,  by  whom  he  had  John  marquis  of  Lorn, 
who  succeeded  him,  with  three  other  sons,  and  one  daughter. 
He  died  in  1770,  and  gave  this  estate  to  hia  third  son,  lord 
Frederic  Campbell,  who  resided  there. 

His  late  grace,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  was,  in  1766,  created  a 
peer  of  England,  by  the  title  of  baron  Sundsidoe,  or 
CoMBBBANK,  tn  the  county  of  Kent,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male. 
He  married,  in  1759,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Gnnniag, 
esq.,  and  widow  of  Jamea  duke  of  Hamilton,  who  was  created 
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ft  baroness  in  ber  owe  right,  by  the  title  of  baroness  Hamilton, 
and  she  died  in  1790.  By  her  he  had  Qeorge  marqnia  of  Lorn, 
the  present  duke,  one  other  aon,  and  two  daughters.  His 
grace,  the  present  duke,  married  lady  Caroline  Villiers,  daugh* 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Jersey. 

He  bears  for  his  arms,  quarterly,  first  and  f oarth,  Campbell, 
and  second  and  third,  the  lordship  of  Lorn.  For  bis  crest,  on  a 
wrtath,  a  boar's  head  cooped,  proper,  or ;  and  for  his  supporters, 
two  Uoas  guardant,  gula. 

SuNORiDGB  is  in  the  bcclesiasticai.  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester,  and  being  a  petnliar,  in  the  deanery  of 
Shorefaam.  The  church  consists  of  two  aisle  and  two  chancels, 
with  a  pointed  steeple  at  the  nest  end.  Among  other  monu- 
ments are  the  following :  on  the  north  side,  a  fine  altar  tomb 
under  a  Gothic  arch,  the  inscription  tost,  which,  Philipott  says, 
was  for  John  Isley,  esq.;  as  well  as  several  other  tombs  and 
monuments  for  that  family.  A  gravestone  for  Gerraaius  Nidd, 
rector  of  this  parish ;  a  mural  monument  for  John  Hyde,  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Sundridge  Weald  and  Millhrook,  with  many 
more  for  that  family.  In  the  north  chancel  is  a  vault  for  the 
Aynsworth's;  and  in  the  first  window  of  the  chancel,  two 
shields,  with  the  arms  of  the  Isley's,  in  very  ancient  coloured 
glau,  the  first.  Ermine,  a  bend,  galet  impaling  ermine,  a  crou 
fftUs ;  the  second  as  above,  impaling  Colepeper.  In  the  third 
window  is  a  shield,  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  Isley,  second 
and  third,  ermine,  a  fas,  piles. 

In  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  thirty 
marks,  and  subsequently  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at 
£23  13  4,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £2  5  4. 

In  1821  there  were  194  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sundridge; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
were  as  follow  :  males  680,  females  649,  making  a  total  of  1 129 
souls. 

Woodland,  once  a  parish  of  itself,  though  now  united  to 
Kingsdonn,  is  in  this  hundred  of  Godsheath ;  whereof  a  descrip- 
tion has  already  been  given  under  that  parish,  in  the  hundred  of 
Axstane. 
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THE  PARISH  AND  VILLE  OF  BRASTED 

Adjoina  Sundridge  to  the  west,  called  in  the  Textta  Bxffeam 
Bradestbdb,  and  in  Domeflday.  Briettide.  It  «pp«aw  to  haT« 
derived  the  name  from  its  long  narrow  form,  brade,  in  Saxon, 
aignifying  length,  and  sttde.  a  place.  Within  this  pariah  a  a 
district  called  the  vitte  of  Brtuttk,  bemg  a  juriadictitm  i^tarate 
firom  any  bnndred,  having  a  eanstablt  of  ita  own;  and  the 
remaining  part  of  the  parish,  which  is  the  most  northern,  is 
called  Brasted  Upland,  and  is  in  the  hundred  of  Westerham  and 
Eton  Bridge.     The  church  stands  within  the  vilie. 

The  village  of  Brasted  ia  eituated  on  the  high  road  to  Wester- 
ham, which  leads  through  the  parish  westward,  midway  between 
the  two  ranges  of  the  cballc  and  sand  hills,  to  the  former  of 
which  this  parish  extends  about  a  mile  in  length.  At  a  small 
distance  aottthward  of  the  village,  the  river  Darent  flows  through 
the  pariah  ;  and  a  little  to  the  southward  is  the  church.  Near 
the  foot  of  the  chalk  hllla  is  Brasted  court  lodge,  within  the 
hundred  of  Westerham  and  Eaton  bridge. 

Near  the  east  end  of  the  village  is  Briuted  plaa ;  southward 
from  which  is  a  large  parcel  of  waste,  rough,  and  woody  ground, 
called  Brasted  Chart  common,  extending  for  two  milea  to  the 
sand  hilla  below,  when  it  lengthens  into  the  Weald,  where  it  has 
the  name  of  Brasted  Weald,  in  like  manner  as  the  other  parishes 
mentioned  before ;  and  at  the  southern  boundary  is  the  estate 
called  Delaware.  The  whole  of  the  parish,  notwithstanding 
ita  great  length,  at  no  part  exceeds  a  mile  in  width ;  the  soil 
above  the  hill,  excepting  near  the  river,  ia  but  indifferent,  being 
chalky,  and,  close  to  the  southern  hills,  an  unfertile  sand  ;  &nd 
below  the  latter,  it  ia  a  stiff  clay. 

A  tmt  ia  held  at  Brasted,  on  Holy  Thursday,  tot  liorses  and 
cattle. 

The  manor  of  Brasted  seems  to  have  been  formerly  accounted 
an  appendage  to  that  of  Tunhridge,  and  waa  formerly  part  of 
the  possessiona  of  the  see  of  Canterbury,  previous  to  the  Norman 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  S99 

CoaqoeBt ;  and,  under  the  general  title  of  the  lands  of  the  arch* 
bishop,  was  ao  entered  in  the  survey  of  Domesday. 

Soon  after  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror  it  fell  to  the  eminent 
family  of  Lh«  Clare's,  afterwards  earls  of  Gloucester  and  Hert- 
ford, who  held  it  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  grand 
sergeontry.  Richard  earl  of  Glouceeter  died  possessed  of  this 
manor  at  his  house  at  Eschemerfield,  in  this  county,  in  the  46th 
of  Henry  III.,  and  his  grandson,  Gilbert,  died  possessor  of  the 
same  in  the  7th  of  Edward  11.,  being  slain  at  the  battle  of  Ban- 
nockbnrn.  On  the  partition  of  this  inheritance  by  his  three 
listers,  coheirs,  this  manor  was  allotted  to  Margaret,  the  second, 
then  wife  of  Hugh  de  Audley,  who  was,  in  the  llth  of  Edward 
III.,  created  in  Parliament  earl  of  Gloucester.  He  died  pos- 
sessed of  the  manor  of  Brasted  in  the  21st  year  of  that  reign, 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  then  the  wife  of 
Ralph  Staflford,  who  io  her  right  possessed  the  same. 

He  was  so  high  in  the  favor  of  Edward  III.,  that  he  selected 
him  as  one  of  the  knights  of  the  Garter  at  its  first  institution, 
and  soon  after  created  him  earl  of  Stafford.  He  died  possessed 
of  this  manor  in  the  46th  year  of  that  reign,  when  it  descended 
to  his  great  grandson,  Humphrey  Stafford,  created  duke  of 
BucLingham  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  He  was  afterwards 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Northampton,  fighting  valiantly  on  the 
king's  part;  and  from  him  it  descended  to  bis  great  grandson, 
Edward  duke  of  Buckingham,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI., 
was  found  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  beheaded  on  Tower  hill. 
Hit  laoda  becoming  escheated  to  the  crown,  so  remained  till  the 
king,  in  bis  Slstyear,  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  Henry  Isley. 
In  the  leign  of  Edward  V[.  the  lands  of  Sir  Henry  laley  were 
disgaveled,  and  he  being  attainted  and  executed  at  Sevenoak, 
his  estates  were  confiscated  to  the  crown,  when  Philip  and 
Mary,  for  a  consideration,  restored  to  William  Isley,  his  son 
and  heir,  the  manor  of  Brasted.  This  estate  was  subsequently 
sold,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  to  Sampson  and  Saouidi 
Lennaid.  In  the  22d  of  Elizabeth,  Samuel  Lennard  released 
•II  his  right  in  this  estate  to  Sampson,  who  married  the  sister 
of  lord  Dacre  ;  and  it  continued,  as  already  related  under  the 
head  of  Cbeveoiog,  to  Thomas  Lennard,  afterwards  earl  of 
Sussex.  He  died  possessed  of  the  property,  when  descending 
to  hia  two  daughters,  it  was  conveyed,  with  other  estates,  to 
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major  general  James  Stanbope,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in 
1721,  when  bis  grandson,  the  earl  of  Stanhope,  subsequently 
inherited  the  same. 

This  manor  is  now  chained  with  a  yearly  feefann  rent  of 
£5  2  3,  payable  to  the  crown. 

Bhastbd  place  is  an  estate  here,  once  accounted  a  manor, 
and  was  formerly  called  Croto  place,  from  having  been  the  resi- 
dence of  a  family  of  that  name,  and  was  previously  called 
Stockets,  for  the  same  reason. 

Walter  de  Stocket,  sometimes  written  in  old  deeds  Stocki, 
held  this  estate  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  Simon  Stocket  possessed  this  estate  in  the  next 
reign,  of  Edward  II.,  and  built  a  chancel  in  the  church  of 
Brasted,  as  appears  by  a  deed  of  that  time. 

His  daughter,  Lora,  carried  the  property  in  marriage  to 
Richard  Boare,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  John,  as  he  wu 
by  his  heir,  Nicholas,  who  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Joan,  she  carried  Slockets  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Crow,  the 
younger  son  of  Thomas,  of  an  ancient  family  in  Suffolk.  From 
this  family  it  acquired  the  name  of  Crow  place,  and  continued 
in  their  descendants  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  James  L, 
when  Mr.  William  Crow  alienated  it  to  Robert  Heath,  afterwards 
Sir  Robert.  He  was  a  great  sufferer  for  his  loyalty  to  Charles  1., 
and  compelled  to  fiy  the  kingdom,  when  he  died  at  Calais,  in 
1649 ;  upon  which,  bis  body  was  brought  over  and  interred  ia 
this  church,  where  a  stately  monument  was  erected  in  memory 
of  bim  and  his  wife.  After  his  death,  this  estate  waa  seques- 
tered by  Parliament,  but,  upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II, 
Edward  Heath,  esq.,  his  son,  took  possession  of  the  estate,  ia 
whose  family  it  conUnued  till  Sir  John  Heath  leaving  an  only 
daoghler  and  heir,  she  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Qeorge  Verney, 
lord  Willoughby,  afterwards  dean  of  Windsor.  They  bear  for 
their  arms,  three  croatei  recercele,  or,  a  cfuef,  voire,  ermine,  and 


His  descendant.  Sir  Richard  Verney,  flourished  in  the  reigni 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  I.,  and  died  in  1630,  when  bis  youngest 
son  succeeded  to  this  estate,  on  the  death  of  his  nepheW) 
William,  son  of  his  eldest  brother.  Sir  Grevile,  without  issoe. 
In  the  6r8t  Parliament  of  William  and  Mary,  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  county  of  Warwickshire,  and  being  a  descend- 
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ant,  through  the  female  heir  of  Grevile,  from  Robert  lord 
WiDoughby  of  Broke,  he  laid  claim  to  that  title  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  being  granted,  he  had  summons  accordingly.  He 
died  in  1711,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  second  but  eldest  sur- 
viving  son,  George,  who  married,  as  before  naentioned,  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Heath;  and  his  great  grandson, 
John  Peyto  Verney,  lord  Willougbby  de  Broke,  alienated  it  to 
lord  Frederic  Campbell,  who  soon  after  conveyed  the  property 
to  John  Turton,  esq.,  M.D.,  who  subsequently  possessed  the 
saoie. 

Delawabs  is  a  seat  of  great  antiquity,  situated  in  the 
southern  part  of  this  parish,  and  was  the  residence  of  gentle- 
men of  that  name  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  11.,  of  whom, 
Robert  Delaware,  the  last,  died  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
reijrn  of  Edward  IIT,  wiiiiout  issue  male.  Hia  daughter, 
Dionisia,  carried  this  seat  in  marriage  to  William  Paulin,  of 
Puulin'a,  in  this  parish,  in  whose  descendants  it  continued  till 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  William  PaulJn  leaving  an  only 
daughter,  she  conveyed  this  manor  to  John  Seyliard,  of  Sey- 
liard,  in  Hever.  His  descendant,  of  the  same  name,  resided 
at  Delaware,  was  created  a  baronet  in  166),  and  bore  for 
bis  arms.  Azure  a  chief,  ermine,  which  was  the  ancient  paternal 
coat  of  that  family.  From  him  this  seat  descended  to  Sir 
Thomas  Seyliard,  bart.,  who,  in  1700,  alienated  it  to  Henry 
Streatfield,  esq.  of  Chidingstone,  whose  great  grandson,  Henry, 
of  High  Street  house,  afterwards  possessed  it. 

Bbasted  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  juRisDicTroN  of  the 
diocett  of  Kochester,  and  being  a  peculiar,  in  the  deanery  of 
Sboreham.  The  church,  situated  in  the  ville  of  this  parish, 
is  dedicated  to  St,  Martin,  and  consists  of  three  aisles  and 
two  chancels.  Among  oiher  monuments  are  the  following:  in 
the  north  and  middle  aisles,  memorials  for  the  family  of  the 
Kidder's ;  in  the  great  chancel,  tombs  fur  the  Bull's  and  the 
Newman's ;  and  near  the  altar,  a  monument  for  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Seyliard,  esq.  Here  is  a  beautiful  altar  tomb  for 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  William  Crowmer,  esq.  of  Tunstall; 
and  in  the  east  window,  a  shield,  with  the  arms  of  Christ 
church,  Canterbury.  A  memorial  for  Margaret,  daughter  of 
the  Hod.  John  Vemey  ;  a  mural  tomb  for  Margaret  Mennes ; 
and  on  the  north  side,  a  handsome  monument,  whereon  is  the 
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figure  of  a  judge  io  bis  rob«,  erected  for  Sir  Robert  Hesth. 
In  tbe  middle  of  the  great  chancel  in  a  rery  uicient  grarettooe,  • 
with  an  inscription  in  brass  capitals,  of  the  13th  centary. 

This  church  was  rained  Jn  the  king's  bookaat  JC32  6  6,  the 
yearly  tenths  being  i!2  4  8. 

In  1821  there  were  159  dwellings  in  tbe  parish  of  Brasied; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  tbe  last  censM  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  iubt- 
bitants  were  as  follow :  males  £01,  females  469,  making  a  total 
of  970  souls. 
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WESTERHAM  AND  EATON  BRIDGE 

LiKS  liifl  next  sovtbweatward  from  that  of  Codsheeth.  It  ii 
dctcribed.  ta  iM  vatvey  of  Domesday  by  the  name  of  the 
hundred  of  Osttehan,  as  it  was,  in  the  reiga  of  Edward  III.,  by 
that  of  the. hundred  of  Westtrhami  soon  after  which,  the  name 
of  the  l«wer  half  bmidred,  called  Eaton  bridge,  was  added,  by 
both  of  which  denomiaations  it  has  ever  since  been  called. 

It  coBtaiaa  the  parishes  of  Westerbam  and  Eaton  bridge, 
with  the  cbarchea  of  those  parishes ;  also  a  part  of  the  parishes 
of  Brasted  and  Cowden,  the  churches  of  which  are  in  another 
district.  | 

Wes-ebkbah,  usually  caUed  and^frequently  written  Wbst- 
RAM,  is  the  next  parish  westward  froia  Brasted,  being  called 
in  Domesday.  Oistrthatih  and  in  the  Textm  Roffietuis,  Wetterkma, 
taking  its  Dame  from  its  sitoation  Eft  die  western  extremity  of 
the  county > 

Westerbain  is  a  parish  of  laige  extent,  and,  like  those  before 
described  in  a  similar  situatioo,  much  longer  than  it  is  wide. 
It  extends  to  the  summit  of  the  range  of  chalk  hills,  north* 
ward,  where  it  boun.ds  to  Cowden,  and  souAward,  beyond  the 
Bsnd  hills,  extends,  to  the  Weald.  In  the  whole,  it  is  about 
five  nailas  ifnd.B  haif  from  north  to  sonth,  and  on  an  average,  in 
breadth,  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  bounding  westward  06 
Snirey.  The  soil  is  much  the  same  as  the  last  described 
parishes  adjoining  the  double  range  of  hills.  The  high  road 
from  Serenoak  and  Maidstone  crosses  this  parish  midway 
between  tbe  bills,  towards  Surrey,  where  is  situated  the  town 
of  Westerham,  a  very  heattby  aadpleaBant  spot  At  tbe  west 
end  is  ■  scat,  for  maay  years- possessed  by  a  f&mily  of  the  name 
of  Price,  in  which  it  continued;  and  at  the  east  end  is  the 
obBreb  and  parsonage  and  many  genteel  houses.    The  high 
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road  from  Bromley,  by  Leftves  green,  joint  the  Sevenoak.  road 
on  the  north  aide  of  the  town,  near  which  is  the  mansion  of 
Squerrie's.  The  river  Darent  takes  its  rise  in  this  parish,  and 
having  supplied  the  grounds,  runs  along  the  Bouth  side  of  the 
town,  and  passes  by  Hill  park,  towards  Brasted.  Northward 
hence,  the  land  rises  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  foot  of 
the  chalk  hills,  near  which,  close  to  the  boundaries  of  Surrey, 
is  Gasum.  From  the  town,  southward,  to  the  summit  of  (he 
sand  hills,  is,  about  two  miles  over,  a  very  sterile  soil,  inter- 
spersed with  commons,  waste  rough  grounds,  and  woods, 
among  which,  bounding  on  Surrey,  is  Kent  Hatch,  taking  its 
name  from  its  situation  ;  and,  on  the  summit  of  the  bill,  the 
hamlet  of  Well  street,  and  a  scat,  called  Mariners,  which 
belonged  to  Mr.  SUflTord  Whitaker.  Thence,  down  the  bill, 
this  parish  extends  two  miles  farther,  southward,  in  the  Weald; 
and,  near  the  boundaries,  is  the  estate  of  Broxbam.  The 
abbot  of  Westminster,  in  the  26th  of  Edward  III.,  obUined 
the  grant  of  a  market,  to  be  held  weekly,  and  an  annual  (mir, 
on  the  19lb  of  September,  for  cattle  and  toys. 

In  1596,  a  very  extraordinary  revolution  of  nature  took 
place  in  this  parish.  Near  the  common  highway,  called  Ock- 
ham  liill,  leading  from  London  towards  Buckhurst,  in  Sussex, 
were  two  closes  separated  by  a  hedge,  when  a  portion  sank,  in 
three  mornings,  eighty  feet  at  least,  and  so  on  from  day  to  day, 
for  the  space  of  eleven  days.  This  large  trench  of  ground,  con- 
taining, in  length,  eighty  perches,  and  in  breadth,  twenty-eight, 
began  with  the  hedges  and  trees  thereon  to  loosen  from  the 
rest  of  the  surroanding  land,  and  slide  and  shoot  altogether, 
southward,  day  and  night.  The  ground  of  two  water  pits, 
with  twelve  feet  of  water,  having  several  tufla  of  alders  and 
ash  trees  growing  in  their  bottoms,  with  a  large  rock  of  stone 
beneath,  were  not  only  removed  from  their  places  and  carried 
southward,  butmooated,  and  became  hills,  with  their  sedge 
flags  and  black  mud  upon  the  top  of  ihem.  I'he  whole  mea- 
sure of  the  breaking  ground  was  at  least  nine  acres.  Tbe 
witnesses  to  the  truth  of  this  very  extraordinary  circumstance, 
were  Robert  Bostock,  esq.,  justice  of  the  peace;  Sir  John 
Studley,  vicar ;  John  Dowliag,  gent. ;  and  many  other  persons 
in  the  neighboarbood. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  late  bishop  of  Winchester,  was  bom 
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in  this  parisli,  as  also  general  Wolfe,  in  1727,  of  nhom  we 
bawe  previously  made  mentioD* 

In  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  this  place  was  in  the  pos* 
session  of  Eustace  earl  of  Bologne,  and  was  entered  in  Domes- 
day under  the  title  of  his  poSBessions.  This  place  was  after- 
wards held  by  the  family  of  the  Camvill's,  called  in  Latin 
De  Caaa  T7//a,  whose  ancestor  came  into  England  with  William 
the  Conqueror,  having  borne  for  their  arms.  Azure,  three  /iont 
paaant,  argenl;  wliicli  coat  still  remains  carved  on  the  cloisters 
of  Christ  church,  in  Canterbury. 

It  appears  by  the  second  scutage,  levied  in  the  reign  of 
King  John,  that  Thomas  de  Camvill  held  this  place  of  the 
bonoar  of  Bologne,  as  did  his  descendant,  John  de  Camvill, 
io  the  reign  of  Henry  HI. 

Roger  de  Camvill,  son  of  Walter,  a  younger  son  of  Richard 
de  Camvill,  founder  of  Cumbe  abbey,  held  it  in  the  same 
reifpi.  He  left  issue  an  only  daughter,  Matilda,  who  married 
Nigell  de  Moubray,  who  died  without  issue ;  soon  after  which, 
it  passed  to  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  the  reign  of 
Bdward  I.,  who,  by  letters  patent,  in  his  20th  year,  granted  the 
manors  of  Westram  and  Edulnebrugg,  now  Eaton  bridge,  to 
Walter,  abbot  of  Westminster,  far  certain  religious  duties  and 
ibe  repose  of  the  soul  of  his  queen,  Alienor.  They  continued 
there  till  the  final  disaolntion  of  the  abbey,  under  Henry  VIII., 
when  that  prince  granted  them  to  Sir  John  Gresbam,  who  was 
of  Tilsey,  in  Surrey,  sheriff  of  London  in  1537,  and  lord 
mayor  in  1547.  He  died  in  1556,  having  been  a  great  bene- 
Actor  to  the  poor,  on  whose  demise  he  was  possessed  of  the 
manora  of  Westerham  and  Eaton  bridge,  held  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  n  copite.  He  was  twice  married,  and  left  issue  by 
bia  first  wife,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom,  William 
waa  his  heir,  and  John,  of  Fulbam,  in  Middlesex.  William 
succeeded  his  father  in  these  estates,  and  died  at  Lempsfield, 
in  the  21st  of  Elizabeth,  in  whose  descendants  this  estate 
coDtinned  dowo  to  Marniaduke  Greshsm,  esq.,  created  a 
bwooet  in  1660,  who  died  possessed  of  these  manors  in  1696^ 
greatly  advanced  in  years. 

Sir  Charles,  his  great  grandson,  died  possessed  of  this  es- 
tate in  1718,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son.  Sir 
Harmadake  Gresham,  who,  in  1740,  sold  this  manor  to  John 
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Wanle,  esq.,  of  Squeries,  in  this  parish,  who  died  ponanl 
of  it  10  1775,  and  his  eldest  sod,  J<^d  Warde,  esq.  of  Sqnetin, 
afterwards  possessed  the  properly. 

A  court-le^t  and  court-baron  is  held  for  this  naaor. 

Squbribs  is  a  manor  which  gave  both  Btirname  and  mi* 
dence  to  a  family  that  resided  here,  as  appeara  by  aiuuent  eti- 
dences  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  when  John  d« 
Sqaeries  held  it,  and  bore  for  his  arnu,  Jtquirrelbimmngoita 
hazel  nut,  which  coat  was  formerly  paioted  in  the  wiad»m  of 
Westerham  church. 

His  descendant,  Thomas  Squerie,  possessed  this  eitste  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  V[.,  in  the  17th  year  of  which  prince,  he 
died  possessed  of  the  estate,  without  issue  male,  lesni^ 
two  dnughtera,  coheirs  of  whom,  Margaret  the  eldest,  married 
Sir  William  Cromer,  of  Tunstal,  in  this  county,  and  Dorotliy, 
Richard  Mervin,  of  Fontels,  in  Wiltshire.  Oo  the  divitioa  of 
their  inberitaoce,  this  estate  was  allotted  to  Sir  William 
Cromer,  whose  descendant,  William,  possessed  it  in  the  reif^ 
of  Henry  Vlll.,  when  it  passed  to  the  crown,  and  was  by 
that  king,  in  bis  36th  year,  granted  among  other  premises  to 
Thomas  Cawarden,  to  hold  tn  capUe,  by  knight's  serrite. 
This  estate  then  passed  through  a  variety  of  names,  and  wit 
ultimately  possessed,  in  1751,  by  John  Warde,  esq. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  pays  s  fee- 
farm  rent  to  the  crown,  of  seventeen  shillings  per  annum. 

Gasum  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  lying  at  the  foot  of  ttio 
chalk  hill,  and  was  anciently  possessed  by  the  family  of  ths 
Shelley's.  One  of  the  latter  race,  Thomas,  in  the  46th  of 
Edward  HI.,  settled  it  on  Thomas,  his  son,  whose  desceBdaat, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  demised  it  by  sale  to  John  Potlsr, 
who  bad  purchased  another  estate  in  Well  street,  whteie  Ihi 
decoendant  resided  till  ttie  reiga  of  James  L  Thomas  PoUer, 
of  Well  street,  died  possessed  of  this  manor,  leaving  an  only 
daughter,  married  to  Sir  John  Rivers,  hart.,  of  ChaSbrd,  to 
whom  she  carried  this  nwaor.  Sir  John  Rivers  thus  hecomiBg 
posBCSsed  both  of  Gayaum  and  Well  street,  joined  with  hit 
eldest  son  in  the  conveyance  of  the  latter  property  to  Mr, 
Thomas  Smith  of  London.  He,  abont  the- year  l661,  alie- 
nated it  to  Robert  Whitby,  whose  son,  Samuel,  in  iSS*, 
paued  it  away  to  John  Bridges,  esq.,  who  left  twa  daaghten 
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^ul  coheirs,  one  of  whom  marrisd  Mr.  Praaeis  EllMon.  The 
other  Mter  dying  without  issue,  ht  poBsessed  H  in  right  of 
hia  wife,  aod  th«ir  ion,  Mr.  l^omas  Ellison,  died  possesstd 
of  the  Bftne,  and  his  devisee  hiberited  Well  street  estate. 

Oaysua  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of 
Sir  John  Rivers  till  the  reign  of  King  William,  when  it  was 
«old  with  ttitt  of  SquerisB  to  Um  Earl  of  Jersey,  since  which 
period  it  hat  had  the  same  owners  as  that  seal,  the  inheritance 
baling  become  vested  in  John  Warde,  esq.  of  Squeries. 

Bbozham  is  a  manor  situated  below  the  sand  hills,  in  that 
part  of  the  pariah  within  the  Weald,  and  so  close  to  the 
bmiiidanes,  that  a  part  is  witbin  the  adjoining  parish  of  Eaton 
bridge.  It  was  anciently  possessed  by  the  family  of  the 
isl«7s. 

John  de  Isley  was  lord  of  this  maaor,  and  obtained  a  charter 
of  free  warren  in  the  1 1th  of  Edward  II, ;  from  that  name  it 
passed  into  the  family  of  the  Ashway's;  Stephen  de  Ashway 
obtaioed  license  to  eaclose  a  park  in  the  4lst  of  Edward  lit. ; 
and  at  th«  latter  ead  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  Sir  John  de 
Clinton  was  possessed  of  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  owner 
in  the  20th  of  that  reign. 

He  had  by  Idonea  bis  wif«,  one  of  the  sisters  of  William  de 
Say,  two  sons,  William  and  Tboaiai ;  the  former  died  during 
riM  hfe  of  his  father,  leaving  a  son,  Wilham,  who,  on  his 
gi«n4&ther's  death,  by  reason  of  the  descent  of  Idonca  bis 
grandmother,  bore  the  title  of  Lord  Clinton  and  Say,  by  which 
he  received  a  ssmanns  to  Parhament.  He  died  in  the  10th 
of  Henry  VI.,  leaving  a  son,  Joha,  who,  soon  after  bis  father's 
death,  passed  sway  his,  manor  to  lliomas  Squerie,  of  Squeries 
Court,  in  this  pansb,  with  whi^  it  descended  in  the  same 
line  of  ownership,  to  Michael  Beresford,  who  possessed  it  io 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  His  grandson,  Michael  BcKsford, 
of  Sqaeries,  alienated  BnoKbara  lo  Mr.  Thomas  PeUey,  of 
FHaloo,  in  Shorebam,  in  whose  tamily  it  desoeoded  in  like 
maoner  as  their  seat  in  Riverhead  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Charles  Petley,  io  wIkhu  the  possession  became  vested. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Hili  Park  is  a  seat  in  this  parish,  formerly  the  residence  of 
a  family  called,  in  old  dateless  deeds,  De  Vabmis,  in  Bngliab, 
Valons,  whioh  name  it  bore  till  some  years  back,  after  which 
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the  estate  continued  for  many  descents  in  the  family  of  the 
CaBinghorala,  one  orwbotn,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  god- 
veyed  it  to  John  Islip,  abbot  of  Westminster,  who  gave  it  to 
his  servant,  William  Middleton,  who  mach  improved  this 
estate.  He  died  in  1557,  leaving  fifteen  children ;  and  in  bit 
family  it  remained  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
on  which  it  was  conveyed  to  Jacob  Verzelini.  esq-,  of  Dowite, 
in  this  county,  but  born  a  Venetian,  who  died  possessed  of  the 
property  in  the  5th  of  James  I.  By  hie  daughter  tt  weutio 
marrii^e  to  Peter  Manning,  esq.,  of  Trowmer,  in  the  parish  of 
Downe,  one  of  whose  descendants,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  !•. 
passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Ralph  Manning,  of  London,  another 
branch  of  the  same  family  ;  when  it  was,  in  1718,  alienated  to 
Colonel  Henry  Harrison ;  and  after  passing  through  several 
names,  became  vested  in  Wills  Hill,  earl  of  Helsborough. 
He  having  nearly  rebuilt  the  seat,  and  greatly  improved  the 
park  and  grounds,  changed  its  former  name  of  Vaions  to  thit 
of  Hill  Pabe,  and  resided  there  till  the  death  of  his  lady,  is 
1780,  after  which  he  sold  it  to  John  Cottin,  esq.,  who  resided 
here,  and  served  the  office  of  sheriff. 

;:  The  CollegtofSt.  Pe/w,  at  Lingfield,  in  Surrey,  was  possested 
of  a  house  called  Painters,  io  Westerham,  with  other  lands  in 
this  parish,  surrendered  to  the  king  at  the  suppression  uader 
Henry  VilL,  which  were  afterwards  held  in  uqiite,  bj 
knight's  service.  This  house  was,  for  many  years  an  Idd, 
knowii  by  the  name  of  the  King's  Arms. 

Henry  VIII,  in  his  31st  year,  granted  to  Sir  Joha 
Gresham  tbe  manor  of  Lovestede,  in  Surrey  and  Kent,  to  bold 
in  capiie,  by  knight's  service.  One  of  the  former  owners  of 
this  manor,  John  Lovestede,  of  Westerham,  lies  buried  ia 
this  church, 

Wbstbrham  is  in  tbe  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
of  the  dioceu  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Mailing.  The  churcb, 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  large  handsome  building  consistisg 
of  a  nave,  two  side  aisles  and  a  cross  aisle,  an  addittontl 
gallery  having  been  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
parishioners. 

Among  other  monuments  are  the  following:  in  the  cross 
aisle,  at  the  west  end.  a  gravestone  near  the  south  door,  with 
the  figure  of  a  priest  in  brass,  for  Sir  William  Dyne  ;,  a  me- 
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moTial  for  Bridget  and  Calherine  Manning ;  and  a  atone  (vi 
Richard  Hayward^  N'ear  the  font,  a  memento  for  Nicholaa 
Manning,  and  many  mcUre  for  the  same  family,  too  numerous 
for  insertion. 

Over  the  south  door,  is  a  plain  neat  monument  of  marble, 
in  memory  of  the  brava  General  James  Wolfe,  son  of  Colonel 
Edward  Wolfe,  and  Hennetta  his  wife,  bom  in  this  parish, 
Januaiy  2d,  1727,  who  diad  in  America,  September  13,  1759; 
he  was  the  conqueror  of  Quebec;  and  beneath  are  inscribed 
these  lines : 

Whilst  George  Jn  aoirow  bows  his  taurell'd  heail. 
And  bids  Ihe  artist  grace  the  soldier  dead. 
We  raiH  no  sculptured  trophies  lo  (hy  name,    ' 
Btbtc  f oath ',  the  fairest  is  the  I'tst  of  fame  { 
Pnud  of  tbj  birth,  we  boost  th'  auspicious  year— 
Stniqbwiih  (hj  fall,  we  shed  a,g«aeral  teari 
With  humble  grief,  in»cinbe  one  artless  stone,. 
And  frcnn  th^  malchlEss  honours  date  our  oivn. 

A  memorial  for  the  family  of  the  Thorpe's,  erected  in  1703; 
another  for  Thomas  Potter,  gent. ;  a  gravestone  for  William 
Myddletoh ;  and  a  brass  plate  and  inscription  for  John  Love- 
stede,  of  this  parish.  On  the  eouth  side,  a  moral  monnment 
for  Anthony  Earning;  another  mural  grave  for  Thomas  Potter, 
esq.  of  Westerham ;  and  in  the  middle  aisle,  two  gravestones, 
with  figures  and  inscriptions  in  brass,  for  the  family  of  tha 
Stacy's.  In  the  north  aisle,  several  graves  for  the  Daliing's ; 
a  mnral  monument  for  Thomas  Hardy;  another  for  Mary 
Street;  and  in  the  i:roBS  aisle,  an  elegant  mural  monument  for 
Thomas  Knight,  esq.  Near  the  latter,  is  another  for  Eleanor, 
youngest  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Seyliard  ;  a  gravesLone  for 
the  family  of  the  Heath's,  of  Leigh  ;  and  another,  within  the 
rails,  bearing  an  inscription,  stating  that  Sir  John  Crisp,  bart., 
pared  this  communion  space  in  memory  of  Nicholas  Crisp, 
esq.,  who  died  in  1697,  aged  seventeen,  the  arms  above,  on  a 
eluvron,Jim  honahoes. 

By  an  ancient  valuation  made  in  the  15th  of  Edward  I.,  this 
church  was  valued  at  fifty  marks,  and  afterwards  estimated  in 
die  king's  books  at  £19  19  4{,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
£1  19  Ui. 

In  1821  there  were  301  dwellings  in  the.  pprish  of  Wester- 
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ham ;  at)d  at  the  mme  9«riocl>  «Wo  tW  iMt  oMinis  of  the 
populfttion  wa«  Ukea  by  ordw  of  ParliuQent,  Ae  ntunbera  of 
mbabrumts  were  u  follow :  males  880,  fentdea  862,  ndkiitg  a 

total  of  1742  souls. 

SoMhward  'from  Westerhatn  ties  EXtok  bbidse,  called  n 
oM  rcoorda  Bddtlmtbrege.  asd  £dt&wAnj^,  and  in  Latio,  Pont 
Eddm.  TiM  ptewnt  mow  of  Eaum  bridge  ta  a  corraption 
fitMii  its  true  appallatioa  of  Edm  bridge,  aeqaired  from  iu 
EitDalion  on  the  banks  of  the  little  river  Eden,  ooe  of  the 
heads  of  the  river  Medway. 

A  small  dialrict  of  ihe  eastern  part  of  this  parish  is  m  the 
hundred  of  Somerden. 

The  parish  op  Eaton  bbidob  lies  some  liUh  distance 
below  the  ridg*  of  sand  hills.  aouthwaHl,  and  is  accordingly 
accounted  williin  that  part  of  the  «0UQly  caKed  the  Weald, 
being  bounded  westwtird  by  the  county  of  Sun-ey,  whence  the 
tittle  river  Eden  enters  this  county,  and  direcu  its  course 
across  the  parish,  and  Kceiving  in  its  way  several  small 
streams,  ospeciaily  from  the  sand  hills,  flews  on  eastward,  aad 
joins  tba  Medway,  at  Peosburst.  The  river  Eden  crosses  the 
village  of  Eaton  bridge,  which  has  the  church  on  the  east 
side,;  about  half  a  mile  south  of  which  is  Gabriel's  house, 
that  belonged  to  Mr.  Joha  Stanford ;  a  Uul«  farther,  the  two 
hamtets  of  Marsh  green  and  Stanford's  end;  and  about  a 
mile  distant  on  the  other  aide,  Marlepit  hill  and  MedbuMt 
row.  The  country  here,  and  for  the  most,part  of  the  neigh- 
bouring parishes  in  this  district,  bears  a  far  different  aspect 
from  that  before  described  above  the  hills,  the  soil  being,  far 
the  most  part,  a  deep  tillage  land  of  stiff  olay,  moiat  and 
swan^,  the  hedgeroads  round 'tbefieldabrDBd,aDd  macbfiUad 
with  spreatling  oaks ;  the  roads  deep,  miry,  broad,  and  maeh 
covered  with  .'green  swerd;  aitd  the  fann-houaes  are  old- 
fashionad  timber  buildings,  staodii^;  ein^y  a^  tow^  dU- 
persed,  throwing  a  gloom  over  the  surrounding  country.  Ui«, 
RDtwithBtanding,  very  healthy,  the  soil  fertile  and  it  poaseaies 
altogether  many  local  advantages,  et^aaUy  profitable  both  to 
the  landlord  and  occupier.  A  fair  is  held  annually  in  tbe  vU- 
lage,  on  St.  Mark's  day,  for  cattle  aud  toys. 

An  extraordinary  and  surprising  agitation  of  ^e  waters. 
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witk<uit  uiy  parceptible  motion  of  tfae  «aitii,  hanng  btfsb 
oiMerrsd  in  many  parts  of  EDgkod,  on  the  l»t  of  November, 
17&6»tlianDie  pheaaniBDoD  appeared  iatlii§  pariah,  in  a  pond, 
aboat  an  acre  in  siae,  acrou  which  was  a  poat  and  nil  fooc* 
nearly  covered  by  the  water.  Some  persons  hearing  a  noise. 
hastened  to  the  spot,  and  saw  the  water  open  in  the  eeolre, 
wbcn  ikt  niliog  and  poet  were  rlaible  to  the  bottom ;  at  the 
anise  time  they  observed  the  water  dashing  over  a  bank,  about 
livo  foot  high,  and  pcrpendicalar  to  the  pond.  They  did  not 
foel  the  laaat  motion  open  the  shote,  and  there  was  a  dead 
calm. 

On  Jaauaiy  24th,  I3fl8,  about  two  o^:leck  in  the  mcvniog, 
a  slight  shock  of  on  earthquake  was  felt  in  this  parish  and  the 
adjacent  parts,  which  .shook  tbt  furniture  in  the  housea.  ftnd 
went  off  with  a  Dolae  like  a  gast  of  wind ;  it  alarmed  the  inha- 
tntantiU  but  dq  damage  ensued- 

Tas  M&MOB  OP  Wmtirham  IB  parammat  over  this 
parish,  which  was  formerly  within  its  own  manor,  called 
thfl  manor  of  Eaton  bridge,  as  may  be  plainly  seen  in  the 
description  of  that  parish  and  the  several  records,  from  which 
it  is  dnwD  up. 

The  hanob  op  Stanoratb.  otherwise  Eaton  bkidgb, 
elsisas  over  the  grsfttor  part  of  this  parish,  notwithitandiog  it 
baa  the  above-described  manor  paramoieit  over  it,  and  anci- 
eatlygBve  name  to  a  family  who  made  It  their  capital  mansion.  ' 
Robert  da  Stangrave  obtained  a  oharter'of  ^se  laarrau  for  him 
and  bis  heirs,  to  the  6th  of  Edward  I.,  for  his  demesne  lands  in 
Baton  bridge  and  Hotdcenden,  in  this  county;  and  his  des- 
oaodaut,  Robert  de  Stangrave,  was  with  Edward  I.  at  (ba 
siega  of  Cailavefock^  and  there  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood. 

He  died  possessed  of  this  manor  in  the  12tb  of  Edward  III., 
soon  after  which,  it  passed  to  John  Dynley,  who  inmediatdy 
fdiaoated  bis  iotflrest  to  Hugh  de  Audlsy,  earl  of  Gloucester. 
He  died  possessed  of  the  estate  in  the  Slst  year  of  the  same 
Kign,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  then  wife 
of  Ralph  Stafford,  who  in  her  right  became  possessed  of  this 
manor,  then  styled  the  manor  of  EdtrAmgge,  otherwise  Slaa- 
gPfltw,  who  was  afterwards  made  eurl  of  Staffurd.  In  his  des- 
ceadanu,  dukee  ef  Buokingham,  it  coolioued  doHm  to  Edward 
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duke  or  Buckingham,  who,  in  the  13th  of  Henry  VHl.,  wa> 
attainted,  and  heheaded  on  Tower  hill.  It  remained  vested  in 
the  crown  till  that  prince  granted  it  to  Sir  John  Gresham,  who 
die'd  possessed  of  the  manor  of  Slangravein  1556,  holding  it 
in  capite.  In  his  descendants  it  remained  till  Sir  Charles 
Gresham,  bart.,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  alienated  it  to 
Mr.  Richard  Hill,  whose  only  daughter  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Dyke,  of  Burwash,  in  Sussex,  on  whose  death  it  passed 
to  their  son,  Richard  Still  Dyke,  esq.  He  derised  this  manor 
to  his  surviving  widow,  and  she  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Thomas 
Streatfield,  esq.  of  Oxsted,  in  Surrey ;  in  whose  family  it-con- 
tinued down  to  Mrs,  Sophia  Streatfield,  in  whom  it  became 
vested. 

A  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

There  is  in  this  parish  a  form  called  Stanoravb,  a 
reputed' manor  for  many  years,  sold  to  Mr.  John  Basset, 
whose  grandson,  Mr.  Michael  Basset,  afterwards  possessed 
the  same. 

Sharnden  was  once  a  manor,  though  now  reputed  as  being 
within  that  of  Stangrave  ;  it  was  anciently  part  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Cobbam's  settled 
at  Sterborough  castle,  in  Surrey. 

In  the  14th  of  Edward  III.,  Reginald  de  Cobham  oblaioed 
a  charter  of  free  warren  within  his  lands  in  this  parish.  He 
was  son  of  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  ni  this  county,  and 
died  possessed  of  this  manor  in  the  35th  year  of  the  above 
reign,  leaving  Reginald  his  son  and  heir,  who  was  lord  of 
Sterborough,  whence  this  branch  of  the  Cobham's  was 
thenceforward  denominated  the  Cobham's  of  Sterborongb, 
having  borne  for  their  urma,  On  a  chevron,  three  stan  o/"  six 
points. 

His  grandson.  Sir  Thomas  de  Cobham,  died  pobseesed  of 
the  estate  in  the  llth  of  Edward  IV.,  leaving  an  only  daegh' 
ter,  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough, 
of  Gainsborough,  in  Linodnsbire,  whose  son  and  heir,  Thomas, 
was  summoned  to  Parliament  in  the  2lBt  of  Henry  VIII.,  1^ 
the  title  of  lord  Burgh. 

After  that  period,  this  manor  descended  to  bis  grandson, 
Thomas  lord  Burgh,  who  died  possessed  of  the  same  tn  the 
40lh  of  Elizabeth,  having  bad  by  Francis  his  wife,  Robert, 
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wlio  Oied  without  issue  during  the  liiMl»rhis  father;  and  four 
dftughtera,  who  became  hia  coheira;  Elizabeth,  married  to 
George  Brooke,  eoq.;  Frances,  to  Francis  Coppinger,  eiq. ; 
Anoe,  to  Sir  Drew  Dmry ;  and  Catherine,  to  Thomas  Knyvett, 
esq. ;  and  tbey,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  joined  in  the  convey- 
ance of  this  manor  lo  Sir  Thomas  Richardson.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daaghter  of  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont,  and  widow  Of 
Sir  John  Asbburnham,  who,  in  1627,  was  created  baronMs 
Cramond,  in  Scotland,  with  an  entail  on  her  male  issue  by  ber 
second  husbeod. 

Her  ifoA  succeeded  «•  lord  Riohardaon  of  Cramond,  htTing 
been  iftemfaer  for  Norfolk  in  the  1st  and  3d  of  Charles  II.,  one 
of  whose  descendants  Etlienat^d  this  estate  to  the  family  of 
the  Sunfovd's';  ia '  which  name  it  continued  till  sold  to  Mr. 
James  Glover,  who  resided  there. 

Maksh  osben  is  a  district,  the  manorial  rights  of  which 
are  appendant  to  tlM  manor  of  Cowdham,  with  which  it  was 
purchased,  in  1707,  of  Thomas  Lennard,  earl  of  Sussex,  by 
Thomas  Streatfield,  who  dying  in  1730,  left  one  son,  Thomas, 
and  a  daughter,  Martha;  Thomas,  the  son,  was  of  Sevenoak, 
who  dying  in  1722,  left  by  bis  wife,  one  son,  Thomas,  and 
two  daughters ;  Thomas  Streatfield,  the  son,  of  Sevenoak, 
who  married  Miss  Green,  by  whom  he  had  issue. 

The  estate  or  farm,  however,  called  also  Massh  osben, 
which  lies  in  the  district  above  mentioned,  adjoining  Ster^ 
boroBgh,  was  some  years  back  alienated  by  Robert  Nightin- 
gale, esq.  lo  Mr.  Francis  Green,  whose  son,  Thomas,  aftewards 
died  seized  of  it,  leaving  bis  widow  surviving,  whose  son, 
Mr.  Francis-  Orcen,  of  London,  sold  it  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Lumley,  who  possessed  the  same. 

BiowNs  is  a.  small  manor,-  whereof  the  mansion  has  been 
long  since  demolished,  but  the  foundation  and  the.  moat  are 
still  visible.  This  place  was  formerly  the  seat  of  a  family 
bearing  that  name,  one  of  whom,  Hanwn  de  Brown,  died  pos- 
■essed  of  it  in  the  4tb  of  Edward  111.,  but  leaving  no  issue, 
he  bequeathed  it  by. will  to  bis  kinsman,  Thomas  Brown,  who 
dying  likewise  without  issue  in  the  same  reign,  bis  sister 
AgDes,  then  wife  of  Laurence  de  Bedenatede,  became  by  his 
will,  as  also  by  inheritance,  the  possessor  of  this  manor. 
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H«  ioon  ajtof  aliemttd  the  property  to  hi*  wife'i  It 
HeBT^r  At-Br»HR»i  to  wboM  dqaecaduitft  it  continued  ml  Uk 
ruga  of  Henry  VIII.,  nben  Unnl^  daoghter  sml  bcit  of 
Hamon  Btowo,  cwrisd  it  in  vwruge  to  Mr.  Jobo  at  Lee,  of 
Effingham,  wboie  devcuMtait,  John  Lee,  in  the  leign  «( 
Cbarka  lU  conveyed  it  by  m1«  lo  Mr.  Janes  Beecber,  whow 
aneeston  bore  for  their  trm*,  Fgirt,  argeni,  and  giiln,  w  a 
MHteM,  Wi  a  ttt^s  headcabtthtd,  wri.  He  died  i»  1749,  aad 
by  will  devUed  Biowna  to  bie  wife'a  grandson.  Beeeber 
Walter,  on  whose  death,  intestate,  it  went  to  hia  two  breAhd^ 
WilUam  and  Oeoi^e,  and  on  a  partition  of  their  eatatea,  Ihi* 
properly  of  Eaton  brtdlge  Tell  to  tb*  ahva  of  tha  fbnaw, 
who  afterwarda  sold  it  le  John  Boddie^ton,  es<|.;  afW 
wbicb  it  pastaed  to  the  Hon.  Ur.  Luailey,  is  nbom  it  becaai 
veated. 

Qabriil*  it  abouae  in  this  pariah,  anoioDlly  tho  reaidince 
of  a  branch  of  the  fiiauly  of  the,  Seyliard'a,  of  Braated. 
Micbolaa  Seyliard,  gent,  of  Braated,  resided  here  .and  died 
poaaessed  of  it  in  1636,  leaving  two  aooa,  Robert  and  John, 
and  two  daagbtera.  From  the  name  of  Seyliard  it  patael 
into  that  of  PcUey,  and  John,  aecond  aoa  of  Ralph  Petley. 
esq.  of  Riverheadi  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Stufoid)  ia 
whose  son,  Gabriel,  it  becaoM  vested. 

Indepaodent  of  the  aboTe,  there  are  seventl  anutU  maaors  ia 
tbia  pariab,  via.  HOdtn  farm,  the  property  of  Mr.  Lunliyi 
Scana,  belonging  to  llssiy  Streatfield,  esq.  t  Crouch  hoim,  to 
Mr.  Richard  KiUick;  and  CoAca  Bert,  to  Jobs  lisj* 
Henniker,  esq. 

Eatov  bbid«b  ia  in  the  BOOLBsiAsTicaL  jubudictioi 
of  the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deameiy  of  Malting.  Ihe 
oburob,  dcdioated  to  Su.  Peter  and  Paul,  ia  a  la^ebandaeme 
building,  with  a  apire  steeple  at  the  wcat  end,  where  are  the 
remaiiu  of  a  rood  loft  and  aome  good  stained  glaas. 

Among  otlier  moowncots  are  the  f(4lawing :  in  Uie  obancsl, 
one  for  John  Stanford  and  his  wife  (  on  the  north  aide  lA  the 
altar,  the  figure  of  a  man  in  brass,  and  an  ioaoriplion  for  John 
Seyliard.  Witkia  the  altar  raila  are  sceoral  grareatoncs  foe 
the  Jemets.  of  Skainea;  and  a  monument  for  Nicholas  Sey- 
liard. gent,  of  Oabriela.    In  the  south  cfaanoel^  an  altar  tomb, 
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for  Thomas  Martyn,  esq. ;  and  at  the  ea&t  end,  a  mural  tomb 
for  William  Seyliard,  esq.  of  Pauline,  obiit  1695, 

This  church  is  coneidered  as  a  chapel  to  Weaterham,  and 
therefore  not  noted  separately  in  the  king's  books. 

la  1821  there  were  230  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Eaton 
bridge ;  ftnd  at  the  same  period,  when  tlie  last  cenous  ^tf  tlie 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers 
of  iohabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  764,  females  690,  wak- 
ug  a  total  of  1454  souls. 
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■  THE  HUNDRED  OF  BROMLEY  AND  BECKENHAM 

Is  called  in  Domesday  the  hundred  of  Bronlei,  by  which  name 
it  waa  distinguished  in  the  7th  of  Edward  I.,  but,  in  the  20lli 
of  Edward  III.,  was  known  by  its  present  title,  the  addiliooal 
one  of  Beckenham  being  in  fact  no  more  than  that  of  one  of 
the  two  hair  hundreds  into  which  this  was  originally  diTided. 
Two  constables  have  jurisdiction  here.  In  the  7lh  of  Edward  1- 
the  king  and  the  bishop  of  Rochester  were  the  lords  paramtnaU. 
It  contains  the  parishes  of  Beckenham  and  Bromiejf,  and  the 
churches  of  both  those  parishes. 

Bbckenham  is  silnated  wholly  within  the  county  of  Kest, 
though  its  bounds  extend  westward  to  that  of  Sorrey.  It  is 
called  in  Domesday  Bachkham,  and  in  the  Textus  Ri0iiM 
Beccehah,  being  so  called  from  its  situation  on  the  river 
Ravensbobne;  becc,  in  Saxon,  siguifying  a  river,  and  Aom, 
a  Tillage  or  dwelling. 

The  parish  of  Beckenham,  like  those  already  described,  is 
interspersed  throughout  with  handsome  seats  and  buildings, 
mostly  inhabited  by  persons  of  bshion  and  opulence.  lU 
small  distance  from  the  metropolis,  and  pleasant  and  faeaiih; 
situation,  render  it  a  most  desirable  retreat  from  the  hurry  and 
bustle  of  the  town.  It  is  watered  on  the  eastern  side  by  the 
river  Ravenaborne,  and  in  the  middle,  by  a  small  stream,  whicli 
being  joined  by  another  at  the  north-west  comer  of  tbit 
parish,  meets  the  above  river  below  at  Lewisbam.  The  villiee 
is  situated  on  the  northern  side  of  the  parish,  having  the 
church,  uid  Fox  grove,  near  the  east  end  j  and  at  a  small  dis- 
tance northward,  ia  Beckenham  place  and  park,  the  bouse  of 
which  only  is  in  this  parish,  the  out-offices  being  id  that  of 
Bromley,  This  estate  is  now  in  the  poasession  of  John  Cstor, 
esq.,  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  park,  which  is  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  in  circumference,  watered  by  a  branch  of  the 
Ravensborne,  the  current  having  been  much  widened  withia 
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the  grouQcts.  The  present  ounsioD  was  erected  by  John 
Cator,  esq.,  uncle  of  the  present  owner ;  and  the  park  occupies 
portions  of  the  hundreds  of  Bromley  and  Blackheath.  This 
ii  a  very  beautiful  seat,  and  the  whole  surrounding  grounds 
are  embellished  with  infinite  taste,  and  kept  up  in  a  style 
worthy  its  afiSuent  proprietor.  Southward  of  the  village  stand 
the  seats  of  Kelseys  and  the  Temple,  both  of  which  belonged 
to  lord  Gwydir,  but  now  to  Mrs.  King.  The  bouse  was  origi- 
nally built  by  Mr.  Kirkm'an,  of  Loudon,  but  great  improve- 
ments bare  since  been  made,  by  a  shrubbery  walk  and  com- 
munication with  Langley  park.  Near  the  north-west  part  of 
the  parish  is  the  hamlet  of  Elmers  end ;  and  contiguous  is 
Edea  farm,  the  property  of  lord  Auckland ;  those  of  Peoge 
green  and  Kent  house  being  at  the  boundary,  towards  Syden- 
ham. The  soil  here  is  composed  of  gravel  and  clay,  with  a 
red  sand,  though  towards  Bromley  some  parts  are  fertile. 

Several  writers  have  conjectured  that  the  great  council,  com- 
posed of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  said  to  have  been  convened 
at  Bamceld  in  694,  by  Witbred  king  of  Kent,  was  held  at 
this  place;  but  Camden,  Dr.  Piott,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Cran- 
brooke,  and  others,  have  with  much  more  probability  supposed 
It  to  have  taken  place  at  BapchUd,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
eastward  from  Sittingborne,  on  the  high  road  from  LoodoD  to 
Canterbury,  midway  between  the  coast  of  Kent  and  London, 
and  a  much  more  convenient  place  for  a  Kentish  councU. 

This  place,  at  the  period  of  William  the  Conqueror,  waa  pari 
of  the  possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  and  entered 
in  Domesday  under  the  title  of  his  lands,  having  been  held  of 
that  bishop  by  Ansgotus  de  Rochester. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  1.  the  manor  of  Beckeuham  was 
held  by  a  family  called  in  old  Latin  records  DeRupeUa,'m  French 
De  la  Rocheil,  and  in  English  Roketl,  which  came  originally 
from  Rochelle,  in  France.  Richard  de  la  Rokele  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  the  &tb  of  Edward  I.,  who  was  succeeded  in  its 
possession  by  Philip  de  la  Rokele,  who  held  it  at  his  death, 
and  left  it  to  his  daughter  and  heir,  Isolda,  who  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Sir  William  Bruyn ;  in  memory  of  which  marriage 
the  arms  of  Bruyn,  quartering  those  of  Rokele,  viz.  Axure,  a 
cnm  moUne,  or,  quartering  lioxengy,  ermine,  and  gulet,  were 
emblazoned  in  one  of  the  windows  of  Barham  church,  in  this 
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connty.     These  two  shields  of  arras  are  now  borne,  with  the 

other  quarterings,  by  the  earl  of  Derby. 

His  descendant,  Sir  Ingelram,  or  Ingram,  Bruin,  knight,  of 
South  Okendon,  in  Essex,  died  possessed  of  this  manor  and 
advowson  of  the  church  in  1400,  to  which  his  son,  Maurice, 
succeeded.  His  descendant,  Sir  Henry  Bruin,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.,  left  two  daughters,  each  of  whom  had  three  hus> 
bands.  The  former  married,  first,  Robert  Harleston,  esq.  of 
Essex ;  secondly.  Sir  John  Heveningham ;  and  lastly.  William 
Beroers,  esq.:  the  latter  married,  6r8i,  William  Malory,  exq., 
by  whom  she  had  no  issue ;  secondly,  William  Brandon,  who 
was  standard-bearer  to  Henry  VII.  in  Bosworth  field,  where  he 
was  slain,  by  whom  she  had  issue  Sir  Charles  Brandon,  duke 
of  Suffolk.  He  sometiraes  resided  at  this  place,  not,  we 
imagine,  as  a  proprietor,  but  a  lessee,  having  entertained 
Henry  VIII.  with  great  pomp,  upon  hia  journey  to  Hever,  to 
visit  bis  repudiated  wife,  Anne  of  Cleves.  Hie  mother,  the 
coheir  of  Sir  Henry  Bruin,  before  mentioned,  married,  lastly, 
Thoraaa  Tirril,  esq.  of  Heme,  in  Essex,  whose  family  ta  said 
to  have  enjoyed  the  honour  of  knighthood  in  a  direct  line  for 
'  more  than  400  years,  and  to  be  descended  from  Sir  Walter 
Tirril,  who  held  land  in  Essex,  having  been  the  individual  who 
flhot  William  Rufus  in  the  New  forest.  The  several  br«nch» 
«r  the  Tirril's  bear  the  same  coat,  with  their  respective  differ- 
ences, Argent,  two  chevrma  axure,  withia  a  bordurt,  eagraikd 
guUs. 

These  two  daughters  of  Sir  Henry  Bniia  divided  this  manor 
and  the  advowson  of  the  church  between  them  ;  and  their 
husbands  successively,  in  right  of  their  wives,  possessed  the 
same  in  moieties.  Alice,  wife  of  John  Heveningham,  held  at 
her  death  the  half  part  of  the  manor  of  Begenham,  and  the 
moiety  of  the  advowson  iacaptte;  and  John  Berners,  her  son, 
aflerwards  enjoyed  the  same.  This  moiety  was  afterwards 
alienated  to  Robert  Leigh  in  the  reign  of  King  James,  fmai 
whom  it  descended  to  his  grandson,  Mr.  Henry  Snelgrare, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Walter 
St.  John. 

Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Bruin,  possessed 
the  other  moiety,  and  it  appears  as  if  her  second  husband.  Sir 
William  Brandon,  by  promoting  the  interests  of  the  earl  of 
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Richmond,  had  foifsited  his  iaterest  in  this  manor,  in  the 
the  2d  of  Richard  III.;  Elizabeth  his  wife,  however,  afterwards 
niamed  to  Sir  Thomas  Tirril,  died  possessed  of  the  moiety  of 
both  the  manor  and  advowaon. 

This  moiety  descended  to  Sir  George  Dalston,  of  Cumber- 
land,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  alienated  it  to  Sir  Patrick 
Cttrwea.  He,  in  the  same  reign,  conveyed  bis  interest  to  Sir 
Oliver  St.  John,  of  Battersea,  in  Surrey,  from  whon^it  went  to 
Mr.  Walter  St.  Joba,  who  having  before  purchased  the  otber 
moiety  of  this  manor  and  advowson  of  Mr.  Henry  Snelgrave, 
he  became  possessed  of  the  entire  fee  of  both. 

In  that  family  it  continued  to  baron  St.  John,  of  Battersea, 
who  died  in  1742,  inthe  ninetieth  year  of  his  age,  being  suc- 
ceeded in  this  manor  and  advowson  by  Henry  St.  John,  vis- 
count Bolingbroke,  his  only  son  by  his  first  wife,  Mary, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Uie  earl  of  Warwick.  By  his 
second  wife,  daughter  of  George  Pillesary,  a  French  officer 
under  Louis  XIV.,  he  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
which  sous,  John,  the  second,  became  ancestor  of  the  male 
line,  the  other  two  having  died  unmarried. 

Henry  lord  St.  John  died  in  1761,  without  issue,  when  his 
titles  and  estates  descended  to  his  nephew,  Frederick,  son  of 
John,  second  and  only  surviving  son  of  Henry  viscount  Sb 
Joho,  by  his  second  wife,  above  mentiooed. 

Frederick  viscoant  Bolingbroke,  in  1773,  passed  away  the 
tnsnor  of  Beckenham  by  sale  to  John  Cator,  esq.,  whose 
nephew,  John,  is  the  present  possessor. 

FoxoKOVB  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  having  anciently  had 
owners  of  that  surname,  to  which  family  succeeded  that  of 
Bartholomew  de  Buifrhersh,  who,  in  the  29th  of  Edward  III., 
left  Bartholomew,  his  son  and  heir;  Henry,  a  younger  son; 
uid  one  daughter,  Bartholomew,  the  son,  in  the  43d  year  of 
the  same  reign,  paased  it  away  to  Sir  Waller  de  Pavely,  in 
whom  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  when  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  Vaux's,  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  writ- 
teu  ia  ancieot  deeds  De  ValUbta,  an  ancient  family,  which 
bore  for  its  arms,  Chequy,  argent,  and  azure:  the  several 
hranches  of  that  race  having  uniformly  borne  the  chequy  in 
their  arms.  In  the  latter  name  Fozgrove  remained  till  the 
nign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  it  was  alienated  to  John  Greene, 
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esq.,  in  whole  family  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VlII^ 
whenit  was  demised  by  sale,  to  one  BeverseB,  whose  d«sc«idtBt 
passed  it  away  to  Luke  HoUtngworth.  It  afterwnrds  pused 
through  several  names,  and  became  divided  into  three  parts ; 
the  woodlands  and  store  farm  were  parchased  by  John  Cator, 
esq.,  but  the  manor  of  Foxgrove  passed  to  the  name  of  Time- 
welt,  for  his  life,  and  afterwards  to  John  and  Edward  Brydges, 
esqs.  of  WottoD,  in  this  county,  who,  abont  the  year  176&, 
conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Jones  Raymond,  esq.  of  Langley,  in 
this  parish,  on  whose  death,  in  1766,  it  went  by  demise  to 
Amy,  hie  sister,  widow  of  Pater  Burnell,  esq.  At  her  death 
she  left  it  to  her  son,  Sir  William  Burnell,  bart-,  who  sold  it 
to  his  nephew,  Sir  Peter  Burnell,  knight  and  baronet,  since 
created  lord  Gwydir,  who,  in  1792,  exchanged  it  for  other  lands 
in  this  parish,  with  John  Cator,  esq.  of  Beckenham  place,  the 
present  proprietor. 

KKtsEYs  is  a  seat  of  note,  which,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Henry  IU>,  had  owners  of  that  name,  as  appears  by  deeds  of 
the  period.  In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  it  was  pouessed  by 
the  family  of  the  Brograve's,  who  resided  there,  one  of  whose 
descendants,  a.d.  1688,  conveyed  this  estate  by  sale  to  Peter 
Burnell,  esq.,  in  whose  descendaota  it  continued  down  to  lord 
Gwydir.  in  1796. 

Langley  pabk  is  a  seat  of  some  eminence,  formerly 
accounted  a  manor.  In  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux,  ander  the  title  of 
whose  lands  it  was  entered  in  Domesday  record.  - 

This  place  afterwards  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  the  Malmains',  who  were  settled  at  Walderabare,  ia 
this  county,  at  the  period  of  the  Conqueror.  John  de  Mal- 
mains obtained  a  charter  o(  frte  warren  for  his  lands  in 
Begenham,  in  the  I2tb  of  Edward  II.,  which  was  renewed  to 
Henry  Malmains,  of  ClifTe,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  III. 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.,  Nicholas  Malmains  held  half  a 
knight's  fee  of  the  king  in  Begenham.  He  died  in  the  23d 
year  of  that  reign,  before  the  end  of  which,  the  property  of 
this  manor  was  transferred  by  sale  to  the  Langley's,  a  name, 
most  probably,  derived  from  this  place,  thoagh  the  family  itself 
has  been  long  since  extinct. 

The  last  of  this  name  was  Ralph  Langley,  who  died  in  tht 
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30th  of  Henry  VI.,  h&Titig  by  nill  directed  that  Langley  ahonld 
be  sold  for  the  payment  of  hie  debts ;  in  parsnance  of  which, 
it  tras  passed  away  by  sale  to  John  Violett,  who  bore  for  bis 
arms,  Guk$,  tAree  coronets,  or.  His  desceadants  enjoyed  the 
estate  until  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  when 
it  was  conveyed  to  John  Stile,  alderman  of  London,  who  left 
a  son,  Sir  Humphrey,  who  died  in  1557,  leaving  three  Bona. 
Edmund,  of  lAngley ;  Oliver,  who  was  sheriff  of  London ; 
and  Nicholas,  who  was  knighted.  Edmund  Stile,  the  eldest 
BOD,  who  died  in  1650,  was  succeeded  in  this  estate  by  his 
brother,  William,  the  eldest  son  of  William  Stile,  by  his 
second  wife,  Mary.  This  estate  was  afterwards  conveyed  in 
marriage  through  several  names,  until  Amy,  a  daughter  of 
Jones  Raymond,  esq.,  conveyed  it  to  Peter  Bumell,  esq.,  in 
marriage,  the  estate  having  been  settied  upon  her  in  tail 
general,  with  remainder  to  her  issue  male;  be  died  in  1756, 
leaving  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  widow  resided  and 
died  here  in  1794,  when  this  and  other  estates  descended  to 
her  grandson,  Sir  Peter  Burnell,  afterwards  lord  Gwydir,  who 
ia  the  present  poBsesaor  of  this  manor. 

Kent  aoDSE  is  situated  on  the  verge  of  tliis  county, 
towards  Surrey,  and  was  for  some  generations  possessed  by  the 
family  of  the  Lethieullier's,  one  of  whom  devised  it,  at  his  death, 
to  hia  eon,  William,  who  by  his  will  gave  it,  with  his  mansion 
and  other  estates  in  Beckenham,  to  his  second  son.  Manning 
Lethieullier,  esq.,  whose  son,  John,  alienated  it,  in  1776,  to 
Thomas  Lucas,  oC  Lee,  in  this  county.  He  died  poseeseed 
of  it  in  1784,  leaving  his  widow  surviving,  who  marrying  John 
Julius  Angerstein,  esq.  of  Charlton,  he  in  her  right  poaeested 
the  same. 

'BecKBNHAM  is  in  the  ecclksiasticai.  jubisdiction  of 
the  (Aocete  of  Rochester  and  deaaertf  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
which  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  a  little  eastward  of  the  vil« 
lege,  is  dedicated  to  St.  George,  and  may  be  conjectured  to 
have  been  built  about  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  It  contains 
many  coats  of  arms,  carved  and  painted  achievements  and 
pennons,  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Style's,  of  Langley. 
It  consisted  formerly  of  only  one  aisle,  till  increased,  by  the 
addition  of  a  lai^e  chapel  or  aisle  on  either  side,  both  of  which 
were  built  by  Oliver  Style,  of  Waterii^bary.    Under  the  south . 
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aiBle  he  cobatnicted  a  vault  for  the  sole  lue  of  Langley  hooBe  and 
the  family  there.  Tbi*  church  is  a  neat  building,  with  a  hand- 
some spire  steeple  at  the  west  end,  corered  with  shingleB,  Oa 
December  23,  1790,  a  great  storm,  of  thunder  and  ligbtoing 
destroyed  the  spire  and  the  greater  part  of  this  church  by  fire; 
it  was,  however,  subsequently  repaired  and  restored  to  its 
former  state. 

In  this  ediBce,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments: 
in  the  chancel,  a  brass  plate  for  William  Danzeli,  rector;  a 
memorial  for  Elizabeth  Christmas;  and  another  for  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Skinner.  On  a  brass  plate,  several  coat*  of 
arms,  end  the  figure  of  a  woman,  for  Dame  Margaret,  wife  of 
Sir  William  Damsell ;  on  the  north  wall,  a  monument  for 
Benjamin  Burdett;  and  several  brass  plates  of  arms,  with  the 
e£SgieBofaman,(wo  women,  and  eleven  children,  the  memorials 
of  Sir  Humphrey  Stile,  bis  two  wives,  and  children ;  there 
being  also  many  other  monuments  for  that  family.  In  the 
nave,  on  the  east  wall,  is  a  monument  for  Peter  Burnell ;  and 
on  the  walls  of  the  aisle,  the  arms  of  the  Style  family,  with 
their  marriages  and  quarterings. 

In  the  15tii  of  Edward  I.,  this  living  was  valued  at  twenty- 
6ve  marks,  and  afterwards  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at 
£16  18  9,  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  13  lOj.  Mr.  Rose, 
the  rector,  rebuilt  the  parsonage  house  on  a  lai^  scale,  and  in 
a  very  handsome  manner. 

In  1821  there  were  198  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Becken- 
ham;  and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nun^ra  of 
inhabitants  were  as  follow  :  males  558,  females  622,  making  a 
toulof  1180  souls. 

Bbdhlet  is  the  other  parish  in  this  hundred,  lying  neit 
eastward  from  Beckenham.  It  was  anciently  written,  in  Sazon; 
Bromleag  and  Bromleah;  in  Latin,  BromUga,  which  signifies  a 
field  or  pasture  where  broom  grows. 

This  parish  is  of  large  circumference,  being  neariy  four 
miles  in  length ;  the  lands  are,  in  general,  very  thin  and  poor, 
and  the  soil  much  inclined  to  gravel.  The  river  Raventboune 
directs  its  coarse  northward  along  the  western  part;  and  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  eastward,  stands  the  town  of  Bromley,  with 
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the  church  to  the  weit.  It  is  built  on  each  side  of  the  high 
road  leeding  from  London,  thraas^h  Fernborough,  to  Sevenoak ; 
passing  over  Mason's  or  Gravel  hill,  near  the  entrance  to 
Bromley  common,  the  extremity  of  which  and  Southborough 
constitute  the  sonthem  boundaries  of  this  parish.  Between 
the  river  and  the  south  end  of  the  town  is  Simpson's  place  ; 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  opposite  side,  the  bishop's 
palace.  Towards  the  north-east,  the  parish  stretches  very  far 
among  the  woods,  close  to  which  stands  the  seat  of  Sundridge, 
now  called  Washers,  in  the  woods,  from  its  situation  therein. 
There  are  several  hamlets  in  this  parish,  among  which,  those 
of  Plaistow  and  Widmore  are  the  two  principal;  and  in  the 
latter  stands  the  elegant  mansion  of  Bickley,  about  a  mile 
distant  from  Bromley.  This  house  occupies  a  noble  eminence, 
and  was  erected,  in  1780,  by  John  Wells,  esq. ;  but  material 
alterations  and  additions  were  made  by  his  son  and  successor, 
William  Wells,  esq.,  who  rendered  the  whole  a  most  commo- 
dious residence.  The  park,  though  not  extensive,  derives 
considerable  beauty  firom  the  inequalities  of  its  surface,  end 
extent  of  view.  It  adjoins  the  grounds  of  Camden  place, 
once  the  residence  of  Prince  Esterhazy,  and  boasts  the  exu- 
berant scenery  for  which  that  park  is  so  justly  celebrated; 
the  gardens  are  extensive,  wherein  was  erected,  a  few  years 
back,  a  fine  grapery.  The  present  proprietor  is  son  of  the  late 
William  Wells,  esq.,  who  served  the  office  of  sheriff  for  the 
county  in  1818,  and  was  returned  representative  in  Parliament 
for  Maidstone.  His  youngest  daughter  married  James  Brown, 
«Bq.>  M.p.  for  Mayo,  in  Irelsnd' 

Bbomley  is  a  populous  and  well  built  town,  the  buildings 
continnally  increasing.  Its  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy, 
«nd  among  its  inhabitants  are  many  opulent  gentlemen's 
&milies,  which,  together  with  the  college,  the  bishop  of 
Rochester's  residence  near,  and  its  well  frequented  market, 
sopport  it  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 

ITie  market  was  granted  to  the  bishop  of  Rochester  in  the 
26th  of  Henry  VI.,  to  be  held  weekly  within  his  manor  of 
Bromley.  It  is  much  reaorted  to  for  every  kind  of  provisions. 
There  are  also  two  annual  (airs,  on  the  5th  of  August  and  the 
14th  of  February.  There  is  a  spring  in  the  archbishop's 
grounds  called  St.  -  Blaze's  well,  which  bad  anciently  great 
retort,  on  account  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and  an  oratory 
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annexed,  dedicated  to  the  sboTe-meotiooed  saint.  It  was  pu- 
ticularly  frequented  at  Whitsantide,  on  accoont  of  a  remituon 
of  forty  days  enjoined  penance,  to  such  as  shonld  visit  thii 
chapel  and  offer  up  their  orisons  on  the  three  boly  days  of 
Pentecost.  The  oratory  falling  to  ruin  at  the  Refonnatian,  tbe 
well  was  also  disused,  and  the  site,  in  process  of  time,  became 
totally  forgotten,  and  no  continued  till  the  spring  was  agtio 
discovered  in  1754,  by  means  of  a  yellow  sediment  remaining 
in  the  tracts  of  a  small  current  leading  thence  to  the  cornet  of 
the  moat,  with  the  waters  of  which  it  used  to  mingle.  In  dig- 
ging round  the  well,  there  were  found  the  remains  of  the  old 
steps,  made  of  oak  plank,  wbicfa  appeared  to  have  lain  under- 
ground for  centuries. 

The  water  of  this  spring  is  chalybeate,  and  rises  at  the  foot 
of  a  declivity,  at  a  small  distance  eastward  from  the  palace  of 
the  bishop ;  the  soil  through  which  it  passes  is  gravel,  and  it 
issues  immediately  from  a  bed  of  pare  white  sand.  Thete 
waters  being  found  a  good  chalybeate,  were,  by  order  of  tbc 
bishop,  immediately  secured  from  the  mixture  of  other  springs, 
and  enclosed,  in  hopes  they  might  prove  beneficial  to  snchM 
should  partake  of  the  same ;  since  which,  numbers  of  peopit, 
especially  of  the  middling  and  poorer  sort,  have  been  renurk- 
ably  relieved  from  various  infirmiUes  and  diseases,  not  ODly 
afflicting,  but  sometimes  dangerous. 

Birtrick,  a  Saxon  nobleman,  bequeathed  by  testament,  in 
984,  lands  at  Bromley,  to  St.  Andrew's  priory,  in  Rochester. 

After  the  Conquest,  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux  seized  on  the 
possessions  of  the  church  of  Rochester  at  Bromley  ;  but  arch- 
bishop Lanfranc  recovered  them  at  the  assembly  held  at 
Penenden  heath  inl076,  and  restored  them  to  bishop  Onndnlpii- 
Accordingly,  this  estate  was  entered  under  the  general  title  of 
the  bishop  of  Rochester's  lands  in  the  survey  of  Donwsdsji 
in  1080. 

Bishop  Gandulph  most  probably  soon  after  erected  a  n»a- 
aion  or  palace,  which  appears  to  have  been  but  a  very  incon- 
venient habitation,  and,  in  1 184,  became  so  ruinous,  that  bisfaop 
Gilbert  de  GlanviUe  found  it  necessary  to  rebuild  the  same  in 
a  more  commodious  manner. 

During  the  great  rebellion  in  1646,  on  the  abolition  of  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  when  their  lands  and  possessions  were 
vested  in  tmitees  to  satisfy  the  debts  due  from  the  state,  the 
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manor  of  Bronoley,  as  partof  the  possesBions  of  the  bishopric 
of  Rochester,  was  sold>  in  1648,  to  Augustine  Skinner,  for  the 
sum  of  £5665  11  11  ;  in  which  situation  it  remained  till  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.,  in  1660,  when  it  reverted  back,  with 
the  palace,  to  its  lawful  owner,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  John 
Warner,  bishop  of  Rochester  ;  and  in  his  successors  they  con- 
tinued, being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  right  reverend  the 
lord  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

The  palace,  most  pleasantly  situated,  is  the  only  one  belong- 
ing to  the  see  of  Rochester,  having  had  many  additions 
made  from  time  to  time.  Among  its  late  benefactors,  we  may 
reckon  bishop  Sprat,  who  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  the  chapel. 
and  much  improved  the  grounds;  as  also  bishop  Atterbury, 
who  made  many  expensive  additions.  The  greatest  benefactor, 
however,  was  bishop  Wilcox,  whose  reparations  of  the  build- 
ings, and  improvements  in  the  grounds  and  gardens,  were 
executed  at  no  small  cost,  and  with  peculiar  elegance.  After 
that  period,  the  whole  remained,  with  little  alteration,  till 
bishop  Thomas,  on  his  promotion  to  this  see  in  1774,  finding 
the  bouse  delapidated,  pulled  the  whole  down,  and  erected  a 
small  neat  brick  edifice  on  the  site  of  the  old  palace,  which 
was  completed  in  1776,  and  afterwards  used  by  bim,  as  by  his 
successors,  for  an  episcopal  summer  residence. 

Roger  Forde,  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  a  man  of  great  learning 
and  eloquence,  was  killed  at  this  palace  in  the  time  of  bishop 
Laurence  de  S(.  Martin,  on  a  journey  which  he  undertook,  to 
defend  the  rights  of  his  church,  a.d.  1266. 

SoNDRiDGB  is  a  manor  and  seat  situated  towards  the  north- 
east of  this  parish,  among  the  woods,  formerly  the  residence 
of  a  noted  family  of  the  name  of  Blund,  or  Blound,  anciently 
lords  of  GuisDes,  in  France.  One  of  them  had  three  sons, 
who  came  into  England  with  the  Conqueror ;  and  of  these,  one 
returned  into  Prance,  and  the  other  two.  Sir  Robert  and  Sir 
William,  remained  in  England,  the  former  settling  in  Suffolk, 
Bod  the  latter  in  Lincolnshire.  From  these  the  several  families 
of  Blount,  in  this  kingdom,  are  descended;  of  a  younger 
branch  was  Peter  le  Blund,  owner  of  this  place  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IlL,  in  the  39th  year  of  which  prince  he  was  made  con- 
stable of  the  Tower  of  London.  His  descendant,  Edward  le 
Blund,  was  poBsesied  of  Suodridge  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III. 

▼  OL.  IV.  4  L 
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So«n  after  which,  this  family  ended  in  a  female  heir,  who  car- 
ried the  seal  in  marriage  to  the  Willoughby'tii  from  which 
name  it  passed  to  the  Booth's;  in  whose  descendants  it  con- 
tinued till  Sitb  Booth,  esq.  dying  without  issue  male,  one  of 
liis  daughters  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Tbomaa  Bettenham,  esq. 
of  Sburtand,  in  Plucktey;  and  ader  passing  through  Tarioas 
names,  it  went,  in  1776,  to  the  posseasion  of  Edward  Geoi^e 
Lind,  esq.,  who  resided  there. 

Simpsons  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  formerly  of  moch 
greater  account  than  at  present;  it  was  anciently  owned  by  the 
family  of  the  Baokwell's,  who  resided  at  Lee,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. In  the  31st  of  Edward  I.,  John  de  Banquet  was 
possessed  of  this  estate,  and  William  de  Bainquel  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.,  and  left  Thomas  his 
heir.  He  died  in  the  35th  year  of  the  same  reign,  holding 
much  land  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  left  three  sons,  John, 
William,  and  Robert  Bankwell,  who  became  his  heirs  in  gavel- 
kind; and  on  a  division  of  their  inheritance,  William,  the 
second  son,  became  entitled  to  his  father's  estate  in  Bromley. 

On  the  extinction  of  that  family,  the  property  passed  to  ike 
name  of  the  Clarke's,  one  of  whom,  William,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  V.,  erected  a  strong  but  small  building  of  stone,  with 
an  embattled  wall,  and  encircled  it  with  a  deep  moat.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.,  it  was  possessed  by  John  Simpson,  who 
purchased  it  and  resided  here,  and  having  much  improved  the 
mansion,  it  acquired  his  name,  by  which  it  has  ever  since 
been  called. 

In  the  llth  of  Edward  IV.,  Robert  Simpson  died  possessed 
of  this  seat,  and  his  descendant,  Nicholas,  the  king's  barber, 
alienated  Simpson's  to  Alexander  Basset,  who,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.,  conveyed  it  by  sale  to  Sir  Humphrey  Stile,  of 
Langley,  this  estate  being  then  held  in  soci^e. 

His  descendant,  Humphrey,  dying  without  issue  male,  his 
only  daughter  and  heir  carried  this  estate  in  marriage  to  Sir 
John  Elwill,  bart.,  who  dying  in  1727,  without  issue,  Edward, 
his  brother,  succeeded  him,  and  in  1732,  conveyed  Simpsons 
to  Hugh  Raymond,  of  Great  Saling,  in  Essex.  He  settled  it 
on  his  only  son,  Jones  Raymond,  esq.,  in  tail  general,  with 
remainder  to  bis  daughter.  Amy,  married  to  Peter  Bumell,  esq.; 
and  her  issue  male.   On  the  death  of  Jones  Raymond,  in  W8, 
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vitbout  iHue.  Peter  Burnell,  esq.  of  Beckenham,  in  right  of 
bi«  wife,  possessed  it,  after  the  death  of  whose  widow,  it 
descended  to  her  (rrandson.  Sir  Peter  Burnell,  knight,  after- 
wards  lord  Gwydir,  who  is  the  present  owner. 

Brouley  collhob  a  chanty  as  unexampled  at  the  time 
of  its  institntioD,  as  it  has  been  erer  since,  was  founded  by 
Dr.  John  Warner,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1666,  and 
by  will  directed  the  foundation  of  an  hospital  or  colleob, 
for  twenty  widows  of  loyal  and  orthodox  clei^ymen,  and  a 
chaplain.  To  accomplish  this  noble  and  generous  design,  hs 
directed  his  executors  to  raise,  out  of  his  personal  estate,  a 
building  proper  for  this  purpose,  and  charged  his  manor  of 
Swaylon  with  en  annual  payment  of  £450,  for  their  mainte- 
nance, of  which  sum  eacti  widow  was  to  receive  £20  yearly, 
the  remaining  £50  being  intended  as  a  stipend  fur  the  chaplain, 
who  was  always  to  be  appointed  from  Magdalen  college,  in 
Oxford,  where  the  bishop  himself  had  been  educated.  There 
hare  been  aeyerel  benefactors  to  this  charity,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  college  in  complete  repair.  Archbishop 
Teoison  left  100  guiness,  half  for  the  repairs  of  this  hoapital. 
and  the  other  half  for  the  widows.  Joseph  Wilcocks,  esq., 
•on  of  the  'bishop  of  Rochester,  completed  the  enclosure  of 
the  college  grove,  at  the  expense  of  £120 ;  and  Mrs.  Wolfe, 
mother  of  the  late  general,  dying  in  1765,  bequeathed  £600, 
to  put  it  in  a  state  of  complete  repair.  Since  that  periodj 
this  institution  hag  been  increased  by  still  further  benefac- 
tions. The  two  worthy  and  beneficent  brothers  the  late 
Jeffry  Hetheriogton,  esq.  of  North  Cray,  and  Mr.  William 
Hetherington,  of  Famham  Royal,  settled  the  interest  of  £2000, 
to  be  applied  erery  winter,  in  providing  the  widows  with  coals 
and  candles;  there  being  also  many  more  munificent  benefac- 
tors to  this  college. 

BaoMLEY  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
diocete  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  appears  to  have  been  erected 
at  different  times,  the  eastern  part  being  much  the  most  anci- 
ent; and  at  the  west  end  is  a  tower. 

Among  other  monuments  are  tlic  following :  in  the  chancel, 
a  monament  for  John  Yonge,  bishop  of  Rochester;  two 
memorials  for  John  Flavell  and  his  wife.    Several  tombs  for 
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the  Young*B,  of  London,  merchaots ;  and  another  for  Antbony 
Chalthorp.  Several  mementoea  for  the  TbomhiU's ;  and  aoo- 
tlier  for  Robert  Pynsent,  of  Sundridge.  In  the  nave  it  a 
memorial  againxt  the  north  wall  for  Peregrina,  wife  of  Lieu- 
tenant Mansell ;  and  a  monument  againat  the  east  wall,  for 
John  Mannsell,  of  Chichely,  in  Buckinghamshire. 

Dr.  John  Buckeridge,  first  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  died 
in  1631,  was  buried  here,  but  had  no  memorial  whatsoerer 
placed  over  him.  Dr.  Zacbariah  Pearce,  late  bishop  of  Rochea- 
ter,  who  died  in  1774,  was  alio  intered  here.  In  the  wall  of 
the  church,  was  once  the  portraiture,  in  stone,  of  one  Richard 
lie  Wendover,  bishop  of  Rochester,  who  died  in  1260,  notwidi- 
slanding  which,  it  is  said  hia  body  was  buried  at  Westminster 
by  the  king's  especial  command.  In  the  15lh  of  Edward  1., 
the  church  of  Bromley  was  valued  at  thirty  marks. 

In  1534,  this  church  was  a  rectory,  then  valued  at  £39  12; 
soon  after  which  it  became  appropriated  to  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  in  that  state  remained,  the  church  being  served 
by  a  curate  appointed  by  the  bishop.  It  is  not  in  charge  ia 
the  king's  books. 

In  1821  there  were  486  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Bromley; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  laat  census  of  the  popabi- 
tion  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  iolia- 
bitanta  were  as  follow  :  males  1496,  females  1651,  making  a 
toUl  of  3147  souls. 
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cendanU  it  continned  till  his  great  grandson,  John  Lethieullier, 
esq.,  alienated  it,  in  1776.  to  Mr.  Sclater,  of  Rotherhitlw, 
who  becanifl  entitled  to  the  same. 

At  the  south  end  of  the  street,  is  the  hamlet  of  Rushy  green; 
and  farther  on,  distant  about  a  mile  on  the  road  to  Becken- 
ham,  Southend,  noted  for  tfaoee  engines  on  the  river,  whereby 
Mr.  Ephraitn  How  made  the  blades  of  knives,  so  famow 
throughout  England.  On  the  oppodte  ot  western  side  of  the 
river,  on  higher  ground,  is  the  hamlet  of  Brockley ;  and  nearer 
the  river,  a  large  house,  usually  called  the  Place  house,  which 
once  belonged  to  George  Plantagenel,  duke  of  Clarence,  brO' 
ther  of  Edward  IV.,  which  devolved  to  him  by  siarriege  with 
Isabel,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Richard  Neville,  the  great  eari 
of  Warwick,  in  memory  of  whom,  the  arms  o(  the  duke, 
impaled  with  hera,  were  put  up  ia  the  windows  o(  this  house, 
where  they  remained  till  of  late  years.  Not  far  b«aoe,  is  (ke 
hamlet  of  Pery  street;  end  at  some  distance  farther,  south- 
ward, another  far  more  considerable,  of  Sydenham,  sitnalpd 
south-west,  and  adjoining  to  Surrey.  It  was  formerly  written 
Cypenfaam,  and  among  the  benefactors  to  the  priory  of  Roches- 
ter, John  Besevile  is  recorded  as  having  given  tJie  laud  of 
Sipenkam,  in  this  parish,  to  that  priory  ;  which,  about  100  yean 
ago,  had  only  a  few  farm-houses  and  cottages  built  round  tke 
common.  The  increase  of  its  inhabitants,  and  subsequent 
prosperity,  has  arisen  from  the  discovery  of  some  spriogsof 
medicinal  aperient  water,  which,  from  their  contiguity  to  Dol- 
wich,  bear  the  name  of  Dulwivh  WeUi,  though  there  are  some 
of  the  same  kind  in  that  parish,  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  aot 
so  plentiful  in  quantity.  The  springs  in  this  hamlet  are  at  the 
foot  of  a  hill,  about  twelve  in  number.  The  bill  and  grouod 
adjoining  is  a  stiff  clay,  with  some  wood  upon  it.  These 
springs  rank  next  to  those  of  Epsom,  and  were  discovered 
about  the  year  1640 ;  the  hole  dug  is  about  nine  feet  deep,  aoi 
the  water  about  half  a  yard  in  depth,  when  emptied  every  day. 
The  bottom  consists  of  loam,  as  is  also  the  bill ;  and  when  the 
water  issues,  there  is  found  the  lapis  lutoto  vitrioiicm,  vbich 
glitters  with  vitriolic  sparkles,  being  divided  into  parcels 
by  the  trichitis.  This  water  is  very  quick  in  its  opening  qusli- 
tiea;  and  is  bitter,  like  the  Epeora  waters,  and  curdles  when 
mingled  with  soap  or  milk. 
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Dr.  Allen  published  hh  accoant  of  these  wells  in  1699, 
another  having  beea  previously  published  in  1681,  by  Dr. 
John  Peters,  physician,  under  the  name  of  Lewisham  waters 
in  Kent. 

Between  Lewisham  street  and  Dulwich  is  a  hill,  having  an 
oak  upon  it.  wUch  was  called  lAe  Oaft  o^  Honour,  in  conse- 
quence of  Queen  Elizaheth  having  dined  under  it;  the  old 
tree  has  long  since  been  gone,  but  a  new  one  was  planted  on 
the  same  spot.  Some  antiquities  have  been  found  on  the  edge 
of  the  heaih,  near  the  town  of  Lewisham,  which  induced  an 
ingenious  gentleman,  Mr.  William  Harrison,  to  conjecture  that 
Lewisham  was  the  Novimuigut  mentioned  in  the  Itinerary  of 
Atltonittui,  but  in  this  he  has  not  been  followed  by  any  other 
historian. 

In  the  heraldic  visitation  of  this  county,  began  by  John 
Philipott,  Rouge  dragon,  in  1619,  is  the  pedigree  of  the  Colfe's, 
beginning  with  Amand  Colfe,  of  Calais,  who  married  Cathe- 
rine, daughter  and  heir  of  — -  BradfieM,  of  Calais,  by  whom 
lie  had  five  aoDs,  William,  Richard,  Joseph,  and  two  others ; 
and  ft  daughter,  Beatrix.  This  family  continued  here  down  to 
Joseph,  who  settled  at  Canterbury,  where  he  was  alderman, 
and  left  if  sue.  Their  arras  were,  quarterly,  Colfe  and 
Brad6eld,  viz.  first  and  fourth,  Or,  a  fas  between  three  colts, 
carrant  sable:  second  and  third.  Vert,  a  cross  pale,  pereross,or, 
andgutes,  bettoeenjbur  midtets,  or. 

The  manor  of  Lewisham  was  given,  with  its  appendages  of 
Greenwich  and  Combe,  by  Elthruda,  King  Alfred's  niece,  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Peter,  at  Ghent,  to  which  Lewisham  then 
became  a  cell  or  alien  priory ;  which  grant  is  said  to  have 
been  confirmed  by  King  Edgar,  in  964,  and  by  Edward  the 
Confessor,  in  1044. 

This  place  is  entered  in  Domesday  record,  under  the  title  of 
the  posaessTons  of  the  abbot  of  Ghent. 

William  the  Conqueror,  and  several  of  his  successors,  con- 
finmed  this  manor  and  it^  appendages  to  the  above  abbey, 
where  they  remained  till  the  suppression  of  the  alien  priories 
throBgbout  England,  m  -the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  when  they 
became  vested  in  the  crown,  and  were  settled  by  that  king  on 
his  new  founded  house,  or  Carthusian  priory  of  Bethlehem, 
near  Shome.    Notwithstanding  which,  however,  Henry  VIIL 
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found  meaoi  to  obtain  the  surrandry  of  thii  manor,  with  the 
rectory  SDd  advowBon  of  the  vicarage,  ajid  annexed  them  to 
the  crown,  in  bis  23d  year. 

John  earl  of  Warwick,  eldest  sop  of  the  duke  of  Nortbum- 
berland,  afterwards  poasessed  this  manor,  on  whose  attainder  it 
escheated  to  the  crown,  whence  it  was,  inthe^th  of  Elizabeth, 
granted  to  Sir  Ambrose  Dudley,  who  had  been  restored  in 
blood  by  Queen  Mary ;  in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth,  was  created 
baron  L'Isle,  and  the  next  day,  earl  of  Warwick.  He  soon 
after  exchanged  it  for  other  lands,  with  tliat  queen,  and  ahe, 
in  the  I8th  year  of  her  reign,  granted  this  manor  and  rectory, 
for  forty  years,  to  Sir  Nicholas  Stoddard,  of  Mottingham; 
which  term  expiring  in  1605,  King  James  granted  anoihet 
lease  of  the  property,  for  forty  years,  to  Sir  Francis  Knoliet, 
who  having  been  very  zealous  for  the  Reformation,  was  much 
esteemed  by  the  queen,  and  in  the  1st  year  of  her  reign,  made 
one  of  the  privy  council,  and  shortly  after,  vice  chamberlaia 
of  her  household,  captain  of  her  guard,  treasurer  of  her  house- 
hold,  and  lastly,  knight  of  the  Garter.  He  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  William  Carie,  esq.,  and  bad  by  her  several  chil- 
dren, of  whom,  William,  the  eldest  surviving  son,  was,  in  the 
let  of  James  I.,  created  lord  Knolles,  of  Grays,  in  Oxford- 
shire, and  within  a  short  time  ader,  knight  of  the  Garter.  In 
the  I4th  year  of  the  same  reign  he  was  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  viscount  Wallingford ;  and  in  the  2d  of  Charles  1-, 
created  earl  of  Bambury.  They  hore  for  their  arms,  .^ztre, 
cnaiiy,  a  crtm  meline,  voided  throughout,  or. 

King  James,  after  confirming  the  above-mentioned  lease, 
granted  the  fee  simple  of  this  manor  and  rectory  to  John 
Ramsay,  earl  of  Holderness,  who  had  been  page  to  the  king, 
and  attended  him  to  the  house  of  earl  Gowry,  at  Perth,  in 
Scotland,  in  1600,  where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  discover 
the  conspiracy  which  the  earl  and  his  brother  Alexander  then 
designed  against  the  life  of  that  prince.  For  the  service  in 
question  he  waa  made  viscount  Haddington;  and,  for  an 
augmentation  of  honour,  had  an  arm  holding  a  naked «oord,mtk 
a  croum  in  the  midst  thereof  with  an  heart  at  the  point,  given  him 
to  mpak  with  hit  wen  arms. 

In  the  18th  year  of  that  reign  he  was  created  baron  of 
Kingatoo-upon-Thames,  and  earl  of    Holdemess,  with  this 
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apiaiii  cOnAfion  of  hcmcnri  tKst  on  the  5th  da^  of  August' 
BimnaUy,  (tbe  day  bt  thc^  divcovei^,)'  he  acM  hJa  heirs  male  for 
ever,  gboirid  bew  rtie  aword  of  0tat«  before  the  king  in  ntaetn- 
branee  of  bi»  hkppy  de1iv«r^nce.  H«  died  before  tha  expira- 
tioli  of  ibe  above  lesiae,  and  leaving  no'  iaeue,  gave  hir  intMredt 
in  ibia  etrtate  id  his  brother.  Sir  G«oi^  Ramsay,'  wbd  viw 
MUinMiiA  by  pariia&iteiit  m  Ae  71^  of  Jan&es  I.  -whose 
tOD,  Jobn  R^saty,  when  ttit  lease  waa  ont  in  1646,  sold  due 
he  aitapib  t«  Reginald  Grftbame,  esq.  who,  at  tbe  latter  end  of 
thfi  nig«  of  Ch'irl^s  llf  tuM  this  imcnoi',  with  tbe  rectory; 
ohveb,  parsonage,  and  adroAson  of  the  vicarage,  to  admiral 
Oeovge  Le|;ge>  afterwards  banm  Dartmosth,  of  Darlmoath,  io' 
Devonshire. 

An  anoeetor  of  that  family  is  said  to'  have  been  Thomas 
Legg^  who  lived  in  tbe  reigb  of  Edvrvrd  III.,  and  wad  sfaei'^ff' 
of  London  in  the  18tb  of  that  prince,  and  twice  lord  niayor  i 
h*  bore  for  his  amiB,  a  6ucJ^j  k^,  cabothed,  on  a  chief,  tkree 
tm^sU  patonee.  By  Elizs^eth  bis  wifb,  one  of  tl'ie  daughters 
of  THitnaa'  BtsatMhtunp,  earl  of  Warwick,  he'  had  two  sons 
Siawn  and  John^ 

Tbe  diMbt  descendant  of  tfaie'  f<6nner  was  WiHiam  Legge, 
eninently'distinguiahHd  for  bib  loynhy  to  Charks- 1.  On'  erery 
ooctsion,  bavi'R^  enjoyed  sogenent  a' reputatiion  for  integrity-' 
nd  fidelity,  that  fa«nev«r  fVJI  under  tbe  reproach  of  any  nnln. 
After  tiie  dnfbrtauate  death  of  that  monan^;  he  suffered  gtreatl 
Wdthips,  whitih  did  not  deter  him  from  espousing  the  cause 
of  ObHrlies  It.,  at  whose  restoration  he  received  many  marks 
of  Ayal  favor,  awdhad  several  honourablb  and  lubrative  em< 
jlhiymenta  conferred  apoK  hirto. 

He  died'  at  his  bouse,  in  tUti  Minories,  in  1670,  and  wis 
interred  in  the  vaalt  df  th«  Trinity  chapel  there,  where  a 
amiomeot  was  erected  toHitf  meteory.  He  married  Bliaabeth, 
daagbter  of  Sir  Willinn  Waiihibgton,  by  whom  he  hbd  tiitee 
torn,  George,  Willhnu,  and  Edward>  and  two'  daughters. 

Oeovge  Legge,  the  eldAst,  before  mentioned,  who  purobased 
the  nanor  of  Lewlsfaam,  Was;  early  in  life,  sent  to  sea,  dnder 
hiakinsu^L  a&d'becftmeaoomlnander  of  several  of  Uie  king's 
^s  of  wttr,  lb  )tt73,  he  was  diade  governor  of  Porumouth, 
nsMer  of  tb^  ho/ae,  gentlettan  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  duke 
of  York,  master  of  the  Ordnance,  and  sworn  of  the  Privy 
VOL.  IV.  4  m 
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Council ;  wid,  OD  the  Sd  of  Dtcember,  in  the  34ib  of  C&nki 
11.,  further  advanced  to  the  title  of  baron  Darlmftath,  to  him 
and  hia  hcira  male,  with  renuiodQr  to  his  next  brother,  WillUn 
Legge,  in  tail.  Pouening  aingtUar  skill  and  eipcTience  in 
military  and  naval  .affain,  he  waa  afterwards  hoaoured  with  the 
poat  of  admiral,  aad  com^nded  the  royal  fleet,  in  1688,  atUw 
period  of.  the  landing  of  the  prince  «f  Orange  in  thii  kingdom. 
Henrever,  notwithstanding  he  had  brought  the  Seet  heme  safe, 
and  bad  acted  by  the  ordem  of, the  king,  he  wat,  at  the  Ren- 
lulion.  deprived  of  aU  Kiaemplayanata,  in  1661,  aad'ComiBittaid 
pnaoaec  to  the  Tower,  wheie,  after  three  rooBtba'  iocatecn- 
tion,  he  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy.  By  the  order  »f  King 
William,  he  bad  the  aame  honours  paid  to  him  at  his  funeral  u 
would  have  been  due  to  him  had  he  died  posfietsed  of  his  forfliet 
rank  and  dignities.  He  waa  buried  near  hia  father,  in  the  vault 
in  the  Minories,  where  a  monument  waa  erected  to  his  memoiy 
by  Barbara,  his  wife,  who  died  in  171.8,  and  was  buried  in  the 
same  vault ;  by  whom  be  bad  one  aon,  William,  and  aerenl 
danghter*.  William  Legge,  hia  son,  was  raised  by  Queen  Anm 
to  several  posts  of  trust  and  honour,  constituted  member  of 
her  Privy  Council,  and,  in  1711,  advanced  to  the  dignitieB  of 
viacount  Lewisham  and  earl  of  Sartmonll].  Ha  married  ladf 
Anoe  Finch,  third  daughter  of  Henesge  earl  of  Ayleeford,  tnd 
bythat  union  had  six  sons  and  two  daughUrs.  George,  the 
eldest,  viscount  Lewisbam,  died  during  his  father's  life; 
Heneage  Le^e,  the  second  son.  was  one  of  the  b«Ti;>as  of  tlte 
Exchequer ;  he  married  Catherioe,  daughter  of  Mr.  Jonathaii 
Fogge,  merchant  of  London,  by  whom  be  had  issue,  and  died 
in  17^.  Henry  Legge,  the  fourth  son,  who  took  the  name  of 
Bilson,  was  a  man  of  great  abilities,  both  as  a  statesman  and 
fiBancier,  and  went  through  moat  of  the  great  offices  ooder 
government  with  reputation  and  int)egiity,  having  ultimal^^ 
quitted  them  to  thegreat  regret  of  the  oatiou.  in  generaL  He 
died  in  1764,  having  married,  in  1750,  Mwy,  only  daughttfof 
Edward  lord  Stawe),  and  abe,  in.' 1760,  was  created  barooeu 
Stawel,  with  remainder  to  her  heirs  male  by  her  s^id  hudwndt 
by  wltom  she  had  one  son,  the  Hon.  Heary  Stawel  («egge,  bora 
1757,  afterwards  lord  Stawel;  Edward  Legge,  the  fi&h«OB,im 
a  commander  in  the  royal  navy,  and  died  in  the  West  Iadies> 
in  1747. 
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The  earl  died  at  his  seat  at  Blackheath,  in  tTiiB  parish,  in 
1750,  ahd  was  Hiicceeded  in  his  honours  and  estates  by  William 
bis  grandion  and  heir,  only  son  of  his  eldest  son,  George  vis- 
count Lewisham,  who  had  married  and  died,  as  before  men- 
tioned, during  the  life  of  his  father.  By  her  he  had  William, 
afterwards  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  two  daughters ;  he  was  the 
poMessor  of  this  manor,  rectory,  and  advowaon,  and  resided  at 
Blackheath.  The  earl  of  Dartmouth  married,  in  1755,  Frances 
Oatherine,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Gunter  Nicholl,  k.b  , 
by  whom  be  had  several  children.  George,  the  eldest,  viscount 
Lewisham,  was  born  in  1755,  and  married,  in  1783,  lady  Sarah, 
sister  of  the  earl  of  Aylesford ;  be  bears  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a 
bte^t  head  caboshed,  argent;  for  crest,  in  a  ducal  coronet,  or,  d 
phme  of  fioe  ostrich  feathers,  partly  per  pale,  argent,  and  azure; 
uu)  for  supporters  on  the  dexter  side,  a  lion  argent,  temee  offleur 
it  Hi,  table,  and  crowned  like  the  crest;  on  the  sinister,  a  buck, 
argent,-  temee  of  muUets,  gu/et. 

George  lord  Dartmouth  obtained  from  Charles  I[.  u  grant  to 
MA  a  fair  twice  a  year,  and  a  market  twice  a  week,  upon 
Blackheath,  in  this  parish,  which  have  been  discontinued  since 
the  year  1772. 

Catford  is  a  manor  in  this  parish,  anciently  the  inheritance 
of  a  ftmily  of  the  name  of  Abel,  which  dwelt  at  Hering  hill,  in 
Brith,  one  of  whom,  John  Abel,  had  a  charter  of  free  warren 
for  his  lands  at  Lewisham,  and  in  Hachecham  and  Camberwell, 
in  the  33d  of  Edward  I.  Soon  after,  it  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  that  great  prelate,  Anthony  Beke,  bishop  of  Durham, 
on  whose  demise  it  escheated  to  the  crown ;  but,  in  the  4th  of 
Edward  TIL,  was  granted,  with  other  manors  and  lands,  to  Sir 
WHliam  de  Montacute,  kntght  banneret,  and  bis  wife,  Catherine, 
in  tail,  with  remainder  to  the  king,  as  a  reward  for  having  ap- 
prehended Roger  Mortimer,  at  Nottingham.  In  the  10th  of 
Edward  IIL,  he  was  constituted  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet, 
westward,  and  baring  served  that  monarch  with  great  success 
in  the  Scottish  wars,  was,  the  following  year,  created  earl  of 
Sahsbnry ;  after  which,  he  obtained  a  grant,  dated  at  Antwerp, 
in  the  ll^th  year  of  the  above  reign,  of  the  office  of  marshal  of 
England,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Thomas  earl  of  Norfolk. 

The '  following  year  he  gave  the  manor  of  Catford  to  the 
chantry  or  college  of  St.  Laurence  Poullney,  in  London,  then 


3.n.iized  by  Google 


636  HISTORY  OF  THE 

newly  rounded  by  Sir  John  Pqultney,  kqight.  a  Ua)>  of  grett 
note  at  that  time,  as  well  for  bis  wiadoqiMinHaeose riches.  II 
so  remained  in  the  posBesaion  of  the  college  till  its  aappreiuaa, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI,,  wh«n  it  was  gmited,  among  othet 
IftndB,  by  the  deBcriptiofi  of  a  capital  mewaage,  called  CatToid, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £3  14  1.  to  Henry  Polst«d  aad 
William  More,  for  £2034. 

The  family  of  Polated  was  of  gre^t  antiquity  in  the  coaa^ 
of  Sifrrey,  as  Hugh  de  Polated  gave  lands,  callnd  lowood.  in  Ike 
I6tli  of  King  Jobfl,  tQ  the  ^bbey  of  WaverUey,  in  tbatcoiutj; 
they  bore  fortbcir  arms,  Jt^aU.Jretfy  table. 

Catford  c^nlinged  in  the  name  of  Pointed  till  Francis  Polated, 
cousin  and  heir  of  Ricbard,  sold  it,  in  tbe  30th  0f  ^lixabethtta 
Briai^  teipesley,  esq.  of  Lpe,  in  reveTaion.  after  ttio  death  of 
Elizabeui,  the  widow  of  Richard  Polatedi  above  nMotioied. 
Brian  Ann^sley  died  without  issue  ^t%ia,  \wnitg  thrcadangb- 
tera,  Christian,  married  to  lord  Sandys;  Gmce,  to  Sir  Jc^ 
Wildgorse ;  and  Cordelia,  to  Sir  Williapi  Hen«y ;  the  two  lut 
of  whom  shared  this  inheritance  between  them-  From  thtit 
possessions  it  passed  by  sale  to  Edward  lord  Mootagiu,  tS 
Boughton,  in  Northamptonshire,  son  of  Sir  Edward  Sfoatagas, 
who  was  created  lord  Montague,  baion  of  Bovghton  by  patent 
in  the  19tb  of  Jan^es  I.  Hia  descendant  and  great  gnndsoB, 
John  duk^  of  Montague,  in  1717,  procured  an  Act  of  Pub* 
ment  to  vest  (be  manor  of  Catford,  with  all  it*  appurtenaiwcs 
in  other  pariabes,  in  trustees,  to  sell  the  same,  for  tbe  paysMat 
of  his  debts. 

The  trustees  accordingly  passad  away  tbesf  wanora  and  mes- 
suages to  James  Craggs,  senior,  on  whose  dftatU.  in  172I> 
without  i^ue  male,  they  descended  to  his  thie^  (fai^iteis  tncl 
coheirs,  married  to  NewKhain,  Eliioti  and  Trafuaia ;  since  whtoli 
they  have  continued  in  the  same  liqa  of  ownership  as  tbatof 
Kidbrook,  in  Chariton,  being  v^^e^  in  Edward  {ord  Eliot,  of 
Port  Eliot,  in  Cornwall. 

The  manor  of  Billingham,  in  this  parish,  w^as  pgiseipwl  by 
tbe  Cistercian  monastery  of  Stratford  Langthor»e.  fouHM  at 
Westbam,  in  Essex,  by  Williaia  de  Montfi^:ket,  about  the  yea 
1134.  After  which,  in  the  15th  of  Edward  1.,  tbe  teiaporaU> 
ties  of  the  abbot  of  Lewisham  were  valued  at  £7  II  8  ptf 
annum,  at  the  di^olutioin  of  ^hifih  eBtaUishnest  it  reverted  lo 
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the  erown,  and  wu,  in  the  let  of  Qveen  Mary,  gvafited  ts 
Rksbard  Wkuder.  to  hold  m  c^ite.  His  dnupfhter,  and  heir. 
Philippe,  mKFhed  John  Rooheater,  nhofti'terwardspoBMsscdthiB 
manor,  and  levied  &  fine  of  the  same  in  Easter  tsnn,  in  tfaa  17th 
of  Elizabeth.  Into  whose  pasMasiiKi  it  then  passed,  we  have  not 
fband.  bat  tome  years  after,  it  may  be  traced  to  Thomas  Inwin, 
CM|.,  jvhoie  daoghter,  Sarah  viacdnnteas  Falkland,  (her  first 
husband  bavtng  been  Henry  earl  or3ufiblk,)diad  poasrased  of  it 
io  I77S,  and  by  will  devised  it,  for  lib,  to  her  busbAnd,  Lucim 
Iflrd  Falkland ;  and  the  rsmaindar,  in  fiae,  to  Francis  Motley 
Anstia,  esq.  af  Wilmington,  sinee  of  Kippington,  in  Savenoak, 
who  BobeeqneBtly  puichaaad  lord  Falkland's  interest  therain, 
ud  possessfld  din  manor.  Aa  to  the  priory,  a  detail  has  been 
pdready  ^ven  in  lbs  aeconnt  of  the  manor  of  Lewiaham,  so  that 
little  mow  need  be  partlcalarlzed  further  than  that,  on  Uie  grant 
of  the  maoer  and  its  appendages  to  St.  Petcr'a  abbey,  at  Ohentv 
by  Elthnida,  King  Alfired'a  nieee,  tba  abbot  and  convent  bnilt  » 
■aosion  there,  afterurarda  called  the  frtory  o^  Laauham,  nnder 
the  govamment  of- an  individual  who  had  the  title  of  prior, 
ind  being  thus  connected  with  St.  Peter's  abbey,  it  was 
Mteemed  a  beaediotine  cdl,  or  aWen  priory,  to  the  same. 

liEWiBHAM  is  within  the  boolesiabticaI/  jDRisniCTlON 
•ftbetjiocewof  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  Tbechnrch, 
4edioal«d  to  St.  Mary,  was,  from  the  earliest  recoMs  extant, 
M  appendage  to  the  maatH^  of  Lewieham,  having  passed  through 
the  bands  of  the  same  proprietors  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  the 
preeeni  onnen.  I«  the  16th  of  Edward  I.,  the  dhureh  of 
Levitham  was  valued  at  tw«nty  tAarit«,  and  the  vicarage  at  ten! 

By  the  comadaioa  of  Inquiry  M  wae  returned,  that  Lewisham 
vt>  a  vicarage,  worth  £1S0  per  Minufn.  The  vioaroge  is  valnetf 
ia  Ike  king's  books  at  £23  10  2,  the  yearly  tenths  being 
a  7  11. 

In  1774,  the  ohunh  of  Lewisham  requiring  great  repaiia,  Iti 
•idei'to  its  snppoH,  and  becoming  too  sRieK  to  contain  the  nu* 
wrofua  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  the  residvnte  applied  to- 
WiUament  for  power  to  rebuild  it,  and  aecofdingly  an  Act 
paawd  that  y«M  t»  eaable  eommissioners  to  take  down  and 
rebuild  the  fabrio,  and  raise  a  sum  fbr  that  pnrpose  by  annuities 
on  lives,  not  exceeding  £6060'.  In  pursuance  of  that  authority. 
(Iw  oU  chaioh  was  yaHed  down,  ttild  a  new  &bfic  erected  on  the 
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same  Spot,  ID  which  service  was  firat  perfonned  September  7th, 
1777.  Within  a  few  daya  after,  part  of  the  east  side  fell  to  the 
ground,  which  was  shortly  after  repaired  ani)  made  good. 

In  the  old  church,  among  others,  on  the  north  aide,  wua 
monument  for  John  Perry,  esq.  of  Blackheath,  obiit  1732,  aged 
ninety-two,  and  his  wife,  aged  seventy-two;  and  on  the  south 
side,  a  memorial  for  Thomas  Dyer,  esq.  In  the  chancel,  a  tomb 
for  Susan,  wife  of  Reginald  Griihaie,  lord  of  this  manor.  Two 
memorialfl  for  two'  infant  daughters  of  Sir  Frauds  Wjlde, 
knight  and  baronet,  and  dame  Franks,  his  wife.  Within  the 
altar  rails,  a  monument  for  George  Stanhope,  s.T.r..  dean  of 
Canterbury,  and  vicar  of  this  church;  and  another,  with  the 
figure  of  a  man  in  brass,  for  George,  son  and  heir  of  Willian 
Halteclifi*,  esq.  On  the  north  side,  a  memento  for  Margaret, 
first  wife  of  Jasper  Valentine ;  and  another,  for  Thomas  icm», 
common  sergeant  of  the  city  of  London.  In  the  BOnth  ehsa- 
oel,  a  memorial  for  several  of  the  Dyer's;  and  two  monaawati 
for  the  family  of  the  Lymes's,  of  Blackheath.  At  the  back  of 
the  pulpit  were  the  arms  of  Valentine  carved  on  the  wainscot 
On  the  north  side  of  the  chaacel,  was  an  ancient  stone  coffia, 
cased  over  with  board,  which  formed  the  seat  of  two  pews,  near 
the  rails  of  the  altar ;  it  probably  contained  the  remaina  of  one 
of  the  priors  of  the  cell,  in  this  parish.  On  the  soatb  wail  of 
the  church,  on  the  outside,  near  the  east  end,  was  a  smill 
monument  for  Abraham  Colfe,  late  minister  of  Lewiahao,  a.d. 
1657. 

There  were  two  chantries  founded  at  I^ewisham,  one  by 
Richard  Walker,  for  one  priest,  to  celebrate  mass  at  the  altar  of 
the  Trinity,  for  the  soul  of  the  founder;  the  other  by  Haga 
Fitx,  who  by  will,  in  the  17th  of  Henry  VII.,  devised  his  two 
house*,  the  IJoa  and  the  Ram,  in  the  Stews,  on  the  Bankside, 
near  London,  to  he  sold,  in  order  to  build  the  chantry  house, 
and  endow  it  with  maintenance  for  one  priest,  to  celebrate  niia 
at  the  allar  of  the  Trinity,  in  Lewisham,  for  the  soul  of  the 
founder.  In  the  5th  of  Edward  III.,  an  Act  passed  for  the 
more  speedy  and  easy  recovery  of  small  debts  within  the  hait* 
dreds^f  Blaokheath,  Bromley,  Beokenbam,  Rokesley,  Little, 
and  Lesnes  ;  and  in  the  10th  year  of  the  same  monarch  anottor 
Act  passed  to  explain  and  amend  the  former. 

In  1821  there  were  1409  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Lewisham; 
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and  St  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  populalioQ 
wu  taken  by  order  trf;  Parliament,  the  numberH  of  inhabitaQts 
were  04  follow  :  malea  3630,  females  4565,  making  a  total  of 
8t8fiM>als. 

The  parish  of  Lbb  lies  weatward  from  Elthatp.  aofliently 
written  Legkeart,  and  tn  old  Latin,  Ijoga,  that  is,  a  p.laoe  that 
lies  sheltered. 

This  parish  is  small,  and  lias  low  and  flat,  excepting 
northward,  where  the  hill  rises  towards  Blackheath ;  the  laae 
called  Burnt  Ash  lane,  bounds  it  westward,  separattn^r  the  two 
manors  of  Lee  and  Eltham.  The  village  stands  nearly  in  the 
centre,  on  the  high  road  towards  Eltham,  and  thAce  to  Maid- 
stone. It  is  very  healthy  and  pleasant,  and  the  bouses  mostly 
inhabited  .  by  genteel  families  of  fortune.  On  the  north  side  is 
the  ancient  seat  of  Lee  place ;  and  at  the  west  end,  a  hoata 
which  was  for  many  years  the  residence  of  the  family  of  the 
Papillwi's ;  opposite  to  which  are  the  almahonses  built  by  the 
family  of  Boone.  Northward  of  the  village  the  hill  gradually 
rises,  nearly  on  the  .sumnait  of  which  is  lady  Daere's  seat,  most 
pleasantly  situated,  the  church  and  parsonage  standing  close  to 
the  same. 

There  is  a  little  fmtm  or  rivulet  that  takes  its  rise  in  this 
parish,  which  sometimes,  on  sudden  rains,  swells  so  much,  as 
to  rise  n^ar  ten  feet  io  height,  when  it  crossed  the  high 
road,  rendering  it  so  dangerous,  or  rather  impassable  at  auch 
times,  that  it  i»as.  found  requisite  to  erect  a  bridge;  a  high 
causeway  hi^vii^  ajso  been,  raised  for  a  considerable  length  at 
either  extremity,  at, the. public  expense.  This  brook  running 
Otvuit, .  passes  by  the  floot  of  the  wall  of  Uie  old  seat  of  the 
Annailey's,  long  sinde  in  ruins;  about  the  south  s)de«f  which, 
it  seems  to  have  formed,  a  kind  of  moat,  and  afterwards  dia- 
chai^es  its  waters  into  the  river  Ravensbourne,  in  the  adjoining 
pfiishof  Lewisham. 

The  meadow  lands  inlbe  valley,  lying  on  either.side  of'  this 

•tttam,  are  very  rich,  and.Jetiat  higb  rents.    The  family  of  tb« 

Aanesley'st  above  iaei)tioDedk'  bore   for  its   arms,  Paly  of  tig. 

t»tea,  argent  and  azure,  on  abend,  guks,  a  cretcait,  for  difference.' 

In  the  rei^  of  the  Conqn^or,  Lee  was  part  of  the  posws- 

MOBti  of  Odo  toabop  of  Bayeux,  of  whom  it  was  held  by  Walter 
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de  Doway ;  and  is  so  entered  nnd«r  th*  gftneral  UQt  of  Atf 
blahop'a  lands  in  the  record  of  Domesday. 

Dader  Edward  t.,  ihis  place  v^aa  tTi6  residence  of  an  Uieient 
Tamily  called  Bankwell,  sometimes  written  Bakwell,  and  Ban- 
quelle,  which  probably  acquired  thnt  sarnane  from  a  place  ia 
tiiifl  pariah,  formerly  writteh  BanknelU,  bat  now  CaRed 
Bankers. 

In  the  Slst  year  of  the  same  prince,  John  de  fianquel  Aaa 
appointed  one  of  the  barom  of  the  king's  Excheqoe#,  and,  in 
t^  return  of  John  de  Shelving,  riieriff,  in  tfie  17th  year  of  that 
reign,  of  sU  the  knighte  and  men  at  arms  within  this  district, 
William  de  Banqnel  ia  mentioned  in  the  second  degree.  He 
died  in  the  20th  of  Edward  IIK,  leaving  Thomas  Banquel,  bis 
heir,  who  died  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  possessed  of  lee 
and  other  landia,  in  Moding^am,  Sherfholt,  Littlecroft,  Bankets, 
and  Wickham  by  Brooiley.  He  left  three  sons,  John.  William, 
and  Robert,  who  became  heirs,  in  gaoelkiAd^  to  all  Itla  inheri- 
tnnce ;  and  upon  their  division  of  the  same,  Lefi,  Bankers,  ami 
Sherfbolt,  fell  to  Che  ahare  of  John  Bankwell,  the  eldest  son. 
However,  this  ftimily  ending  in  a  fenial«  heir,  she  carried  tbesri 
estetet  in  marriage  to  John  AiTapon;  whentie  they  were,  in  the 
next  reign  of  Richard  II.,  sold  to  Sir  Thomas  Stcry,  who  con- 
tinned  possessor  till  thd  reigtl  of  Henry  V\.,  when  they  became 
the  property  of  Kichard  Widville,  or  WoOdville,  who,  in  tba 
26th  of  Henry  VI.,  was  created' baron  Rivers,  and  maite  knight 
of  the  Garter  in  1466.  Ho  was  madeeArl  River*  and  constable 
of  England  by  Edward  IV,,  who  had  married  his  daughter. 
ElJeabeth,  widow  <tf  Sir  John  Grey ;  w4ien  ^  great  fovor  iritb 
the  king  brought  upoa  him  the  hutred  of  the  Lancasttiaas, 
who  seised  him,  witli  his  son,  John,  and  carried  them  to  Hortfa- 
aiBptoii,  where  they  wei«  bo&  bdieaded,  in  |]ie9th  ttt  EdwitA 
IV.  By  Jaquct  da  Lunmbttr^,  bls'  wife,  widow  of  John  doke 
of  Bedford,  he  had  veversl  sons  and  daughters;  and  of  (be 
former,  Anthony  succeeded  to  the  honoun  and  estates.  He 
bad  married,  during  the  life  of  his  lalber,  Elizabeth,  dhogHter 
and  heirof  Thomas  lord  Scales,  andwtts beheaded  «VPont«f)«o^ 
in  1483;  nndsr  the  pretence  of  trt»asoti,  by  order  of  BitAaHi 
duke  of  Gloucester,  aftarwdtdB.RJehtnt  Iff).  Hft  died  withwU 
iMne,  upon'  whicJi,  Richard  WoocMIe,  his  brother,  succeeded 
hiat  in  titles  and  e«tat«,  but  dying  sadiarri«d  in  the7di  of 
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in  LeicuterBhire,  by  whom  lie  left  two  daughters  and  cohm, 
Mary,  married  to  Lewis  Curae,  marquis  of  Blanquefort,  who 
succeeded  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Faversham;  and  Catherioe. 
to  Lewis  Watson,  earl  of  Rockingham,  who  in  her  right 
inherited  these  manors,  on  the  death  of  the  earl  of  FaTenham, 
without  issue. 

On  the  demise  of  Lewis  earl  of  Rockingham,  in  1744,  hii 
grandson  (son  of  Edward  viscount  Sondes,  who  died  during 
the  life  of  his  father,)  succeeded  him  in  titles  and  estates,  bot 
dying  without  issue,  devised  these,  among  his  other  estates,  by 
will,  to  the  Hon.  Lewis  Monson,  second  son  of  John  Monioa, 
lord  Monson,  with  an  injunction,  for  him  to  take  and  use  the 
surname  and  arms  of  Watson. 

Lewis  Monson  Watson,  above  mentioned,  was,  in  1760, 
being  the  last  of  George  IL,  advanced  to  the  title  of  baron 
Sondes,  of  I<ees  court,  in  the  parish  of  Sheldwich,  in  tbii 
county;  and  he,  in  1788,  settled  this  estate  on  his  eldest  son, 
the  Hon.  Lewis  Thomas  Watson,  on  his  marriage,  wbe,  id 
1795,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  succeeded  to  the  title  of  lord 
Sondes,  and  possessed  this  manor,  and  its  two  appendaga  of 
Bankers  and  Shrawfield. 

Lee  place  is  an  ancient  well-built  seat,  which  was  fonneri; 
the  residence  of  the  family  of  the  Boone's,  in  which  it  god- 
tihued  till  Thomas  Boone,  esq.  dying  in  1749,  it  went  by  will 
to  his  natural  daughter,  married  to  Charles  Cornforth,  esq^ 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1777  ;  after  which  it  passed,  by 
the  limitation  of  Mr.  Boone's  will,  to  his  nephews,  sons  of 
his  brother,  one  of  whom,  Charles  Boone,  esq.j  afterwards  pos- 
sessed the  property. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north-west  from  the  village  of 
Lee,  on  the  ascent  of  the  hill,  stands  an  elegant  modem-buih 
seat,  which  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Fludyer,  who  died  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  1769,  having  borne  for  his  arms,  Sabk,  a  cna 
fioiy  between  Jbur  escalops,  argerU,  each  charged  teitk  a  cro»  fi/nf 
of  the  field:  which  arms  were  granted  in  1739.  He  left  by 
Mary  his  wife,  a  daughter  and  heir,  Mary,  who,  in  1773,  mar- 
ried Trevor  Charles  Roper,  esq.,  and  carried  this  seat  to  him. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Hon.  George  Roper,  son  of 
Henry  lord  Teynham,  by  his  second  wife,  Anne,  dai^hterand 
coheir  of  Thomas  Leonard,   earl  of  Sussex,    and  baroneu 
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Dacre,  he  having  been  her  second  husband.  She  had  first 
etpoosed  Thomas  Lennard  Barret,  esq.,  by  whom  she  had  a 
totit  the  late  Thomas  Lennard  Barret,  lord  Dacre,  on  whose 
death,  in  1786,  Trevor  Charles  Roper,  esq.,  above  mentioned- 
sacceeded  to  that  title,  and  became  lord  Dacre;  he  died  at 
this  seat  in  July,  1794,  and  was  buried  in  Lee  church,  leaving 
ibe  posaessipn  of  the  estate  to  hie  widow,  Mary  lady  Dacre. 

LsB  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jubisdiction  of  the 
diocae  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  is  an  ancient  stmctnre ;  the  charch- 
yard  being  crowded  with  tombs  and  monuments,  many  of  them 
of  excellent  sculpture,  one  of  which  is  a  plain  tomb,  for  Dr. 
Edward  Halle^,  the  famouH  astronomer.  Among  others,  in 
the  aisle,  is  a  monument,  in  brass,  with  the  effigies  of  a 
woman,  for  Elizabeth  Conkyll;  and  at  the  east  end,  a  monu- 
ment for  Abraham  Sherman,  a.m.,  who  rebuilt  the  parsonage 
house  in  1636.  On  the  north  side  of  the  altar,  is  a  sumptuous 
moDument,  with  the  figures  of  a  man  in  armour  and  his 
wife  lying  at  full  length,  bearing  an  inscription,  for  Brian 
Anslye,  esq.  of  Lee,  and  Awdry  his  wife,  only  daughter  of 
Robert  Tirril,  esq.  of  Essex,  erected  by  Cordell,  their  daugh- 
ter. On  the  south  side  of  the  altar,  is  a  monument,  with  the 
effigies,  in  brass,  of  a  man  in  armour  kneeling  at  a  desk,  a  hook 
laying  open  before  him,  and  an -inscription,  in  black  letter, 
for  Nicholas  Ansley,  sergeant  of  the  cellar  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

llie  church  of  Lee  was  ancjently  esteemed  as  an  appendage 
to  the  manor,  and  seems  to  have  so  continued  till  Charles  L 
granted  the  fee  of  the  same  to  Ralph  Freeman,  reserving  the 
right  of  the  parsonage  of  the  church  to  the  crown,  where  it 
continued. 

The  church  of  Lee  was  valued,  in  the  15th  of  Edward  L, 
at  ten  marks,  and  estimated  in  the  king's  books  at  £3  11  8, 
the  yearly  tenths  being  78.  2d. 

By  virtue  of  the  commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  value  of 
church  livings,  in  1650,  out  of  Chancery,  it  was  returned  that 
l^e  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  house  and  fifteen  acres  of  glebe 
land,  the  whole  worth  £70  per  annum. 

In  1821  there  were  119  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Lee; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
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bitanUt  were  as  follow:  maleB294,  females 443,  mftkinga  total 

of  737  souls. 

Elthah  lies  southward  of  Wbohridi,  od  tbe  opposite  tide 
of  the  high  London  road,  deriving  its  Dame  from  the  two 
Saxon  words,  eald  and  ham,  signifying  the  old  town  or  habita- 
tion, and  is  about  two  miles  across  either  way,  the  town  of 
Eltham  standing  in  the  centre.    The  high  road  from  Faining- 
ham  to  Maidstone  leads  through  this  parish ;  at  the  east  end 
of  which  is  Park  Place  farai,  where  the  road  branches  off  on 
one  side  to  Bexley.     Here  the  land  is  dreary  and  barren,  and 
much  covered  with  coppice  wood  of  oak;    the  other  leadi 
through  the  hamlet  of  S 
Cray,  and  so  on  to  M 
town,  on  the  north  side ; 
lar^e  tract  of  woodland 
high  road  there  to  Dove 
it  stands  join  the  south 
from  which  are  the  mint 
greet  hall  of  which,  cf 
entire.     Westward,  are  I 
wise  Lee  parks,  where 
at  the  south  boundary  of 
ham,  where  the  ground 
ing  a  fine  view  of  the  ni 

Eltham  is  a  pleasant 
the  metropolis,  and  he 
the  resort  of  merchants 

In  the  12th  of  Edwar 
market,  to  be  held  on  a 
Eltham,  and  an  annual 
Henry  VI,  granted  a  co 
in  Eltham,  and  one  fair 
been  long  since  disconti 

At  the  north-east  ext 
HILL,  over  which  the  h 
The  northern  side  is  in 
bability,  so  denominatei 

themselves  there  in  shooting.     It  always  was  a  place  of  much 
danger  and  dread  to  travellers,  from  the  narrowness  of  ibe 
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road  and  the  larking  places  for  nesU  of  thieTes  amoDg  the 
woods  and  coppice,  with  which  this  hill  was  much  overspread. 
Id  consequeDce,  an  order  was  issued  in  the  6tb  of  Edward  II. 
for  enlarging  the  highway  over  this  hill;  and  Henry  IV.  granted 
leave  to  Thomas  Chapman,  to  cut  down,  burn)  and  sell,  all  the 
woods  and  underwoods  growing  and  adjoining  Shooters  hill, 
on  the  Bouth  side,  and  to  apply  the  money  so  raised  upon 
mending  the  highway.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  road  con- 
tinued BO  narrow  on  the  eastern  descent  of  the  hill,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  a  passenger,  if  waylaid,  to  escape  from  &lling 
into  the  hands  of  ruffians,  which  gave  occasion  for  continual 
robberies  being  committed  here  even  at  noon  day.  To  remore 
this  nuisance  as  far  as  possible  in  so  public  a  road,  the  trustees 
aothorized  by  Parliament  for  amending  and  improving  it,  in 
1739,  began  to  lay  out  a  new  road  of  considerable  width, 
which  nay  still  be  seeo  a  little  to  the  north,  and  this  they  at 
length  completed,  at  no  small  expense,  care,  and  labour,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  traveller  passing  that  way. 

On  tbesanmii  of  Shooters  hill,  on  the  north  side,  in  Plum- 
stead  parish,  is  a  small  hamlet  of  houses,  among  which,  as 
you  descend  westward,  stands  a  handsome  seat,  built  by  John 
Lidgbird,  esq.,  sheriff  of  this  county  in  1741,  the  year  before 
which  he  had  the  grant  of  the  following  coat  of  arms,  being 
then  styled  of  Plumstead,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  viz.  quarterly, 
gults  and  axure,  a  chevron,  ermine  in  chief,  tmo  eagles  displayed, 
argent.  On  his  death,  about  1767,  the  property  of  this  seat 
descended  to  his  son,  Henry  Lidgbird,  esq.,  but  was  inhabited; 
by  demise'  from  him,  by  John  Stanley,  esq. 

At  a  small  distance  below,  on  a  field,  commanding  a  most 
beautiful  and  extensive  prospect,  a  plan  was  formed,  some  yeara 
ago,  for  building  a  superb  town,  and  a  few  bouses  were  erected 
and  finished,  but  the  immensity  of  the  undertaking,  and  the 
inability  of  those  who  had  engaged  therein,  put  en  end  to  the 
design,  and  it  was  consequently  given  up.  On  the  summit  of 
the  bill  is  a  mineral  spring,  which  is  said  constantly  to  over- 
flow, and  never  to  be  frozen  in  the  severest  winters.  Ad 
account  of  this  phenomenon  is  given  by  WiHiam  Oodbid, 
printed  in  1617.  Near  the  high  road,  though  entirely  obscured 
by  the  woods,  on  the  eastern  summit  of  the  hill,  is  a  seat 
called    Nightingale  hall,   commanding  a  beautiful  prospect 
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towards  tlie  sooth,  vrhich  was  the  residence  of  Mr.  Montagoe; 
and  in  the  wood  on  the  western  part  of  the  aammtt,  a  triangu- 
lar tower,  built  in  the  Gothic  style,  erected  by  lady  James, 
to  the  memory  of  her  husband.  Sir  William  Jamea,  hart,  of 
this  parish,  which,  from  its  singular  appearance,  cannot 
escape  notice,  being  seen  for  many  miles  round  the  country. 

It  was  to  Shooters  hill  that  Henry  VIII.  and  his  queen, 
Catherine,  repaired  in  great  splendor  from  Greenwich,  on  May- 
day, when  they  were  received  by  200  archers,  all  clad  in  green, 
one  of  whom  personated  Robin  Hood,  and  ranked  their  cap- 
tain. He  first  shewed  the  king  the  skill  of  bis  arcbera  in 
shooling,  and  then  leading  the- ladies  into  the  wood,  regaled 
them  with  an  entertainment  of  renison  and  wine  under  green 
arbours  and  booths,  adorned  with  gaudy  pageantry,  wheu  all 
the  efforts  of  romanUc  gallantry  practised  in  that  Ivxurioos 
court  were  amply  displayed. 

Some  years  ago,  an  ancient  piece  of  money  was  found  at 
Eltham,  the  coin  being  well  preserved,  in  con8e<]ueDce  of  it* 
having  remained  so  long  in  a  stratum  of  white  sand,  wherein  it 
was  discovered,  the  weight  being  fifteen  grains  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Charles  Clarke,  late  of  Baliol  college,  Oxford,  in  1751, 
published  some  conjectures  endeavouring  to  prove  the  nbove 
a  coin  of  Richard  L,  which  was  followed  by  another  publica- 
tion from  the  pen  of  G.  North,  shewing  the  improbability  of 
that  conjecture,  and  maintained  it  to  be  no  coin  of  Richard  l~, 
nor  from  any  royal  mint,  but  a  piece  of  base  money,  denomi- 
naied  Petuy-yard  pence,  from  being  stamped  or  made  at  Peooy 
yard,  a  place  near  Ross,  in  Herefordshire,  about  the  time  tff 
Henry  lU.,  when  that  species  of  money  is  supposed  to  have 
been  fabricated  at  the  forges  there,  for  the  currency  of  the 
workmen  employed. 

In  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Eltham  was  part  of 
the  possessions  of  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  of  whom  it  wts 
held  by  Hamo,  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  entered  accordingly 
in  Domesday  under  the  general  title  of  the  lands  of  tliit 
prelate. 

On  the  disgrace  of  Odo,  all  his  estates  were  confiscated  to 
the  crown,  when  this  palace  afterwards  belonged  in  part  to 
the  king,  and  partly  to  the  family  of  the  Mandevil's,  whence 
it  was  called  Eltham  MandevU.    Edward  I.  gave  bis  pan  of 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  647 

Glihani,  with  lands  in  Northumberland,  ia  the  9th  year  of  his 
reign,  to  John,  son  of  William  de  Veaci,  a  potent  northera 
baron,  who  had,  the  year  before,  married  rsebel  de  Beaumont, 
Queeu  Eleanor's  kioBWomaa ;  in  the  14th  year  of  the  same 
reign  be  gave  the  sixth  part  of  the  manor  of  Luton  in  Bedford^ 
shire,  in  exchange  to  Walter  de  Mandevil  for  his  part  of 
Ellham,  and  died  without  issue,  in  the  19th  year  of  the  same 
prince,  holding  the  manor  of  Eltham  of  the  king  by  knight's 
service,  leaving  William,  his  brother,  and  Isabel,  his  wife,  his 
surriving  heirs. 

William  de  Vesci  was  summoned  to  Parliament  in  the  23d 
year  of  that  reign ;  and  having  married  Isabel,  daughter  of 
Adam  de  Periton,  had  by  her  an  only  son,  John,  who  died 
without  issue  during  the  life  of  his  father,  upon  which,  having 
DO  legitimate  issue,  he,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  same  reign, 
enfeoffed  that  great  prelate,  Anthony  Beke,  bishop  of  Durham, 
and  patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  in  several  of  his  estates,  among 
which  was  the  inheritance  of  Eltham,  then  held  by  Isabel, 
widow  of  John  de  Vesci,  for  her  life ;  on  this  special  trust, 
tbat  h«  should  retain  tbem  for  the  use  of  William  de  Vesci, 
his  illegitimate  son,'  by  Dergavill,  his  concabine,  daughter  of 
OuDwald,  a  petty  prince  in  Ireland  ;  the  year  ader  which,  he 
died.  This  William  the  Bastard,  commonly  called  William 
de  Vesci,  of  Kildare,  married  Maud,  widow  of  Thomas 
Neville,  of  Chitham,  and  was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Striveiin, 
in  Scotland,  otherwise  the  battle  of  Bannockburn,  in  the  8th 
of  Edward  11.,  having  been  summoned  to  Parliament  in  the 
6th  year  of  that  reign.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Gulei  a  croa 
»gent. 

The  family  of  Veaci  was  descended  from  Yoo  de  Vesci,  a 
Noiman,  who  came  with  the  Conqueror,  and,  through  his 
power,  married  Alda,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Tyson, 
h>rd  of  the  large  baronies  of  Alnwicke,  in  Northumberland, 
ud  Halton,  in  Yorkshire.  He  was  the  son  of  GilbertTyson, 
<lsin  fighting  for  King  Harold,  at  the  battle  of  Hastings: 
by  Alda  he  had  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Beatrix,  who 
married  Eustace  Fitz-John,  one  of  the  chief  peers  of  England, 
Slid  in  great  favor  with  Henry  I. 

On  the  death  of  the  Bastard,  William  de  Vesci,  without 
issue  (who  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  possession  of 
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Eltham  house)  this  mRnor  deBcended  to  Qilbert  Aton,  by  the 
will  of  bis  kinsman,  William  de  Veaci,  the  father,  of  whom 
be  was  the  right  heir. 

This  Sir  Gilbert  de  Atoo,  lord  Vesci,  bore  for  his  arms, 
Barty  of  tir,  or,  and  azure  on  a  canton,  gala,  a  croajlori/,  argaU. 
He  (Etaoted  the  manor  of  EUham  Manderil,  with  all  those 
hereditaments  in  the  county  of  Kent,  which  had  been  part 
of  the  posiessioDs  of  William  de  Vesci,  of  Kildare,  to 
Geofiry  le  Scrope.  of  Magham,  who  obtained  the  king's  con- 
6raiation  in  the  lltb  of  Edward  II.  However,  it  seems  he 
bad  only  a  term  in  this  manor,  for  when  Edward  III,,  in  his 
4th  year,  took  him  into  favor,  and  again  made  him  chief 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  of  which  post  he  had  been  dis- 
possessed from  being  so  high  In  favor  with  the  late  king, 
he  gave  him  the  inheritance  of  this  manor  of  Elthun 
Mandevil  to  bold  by  the  accustomed  services.  He  wu 
afterwards  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  banneret,  with  the 
grant  of  two  hundred  marki  per  itonum,  for  the  support  of 
tint  honour,  aiid  died  in  the  13th  year  of  the  aame  reigo, 
at  which  lime  the  court  of  this  manor,  stated  Curia  dt 
Mandevil,  was  held  sometimes  at  EUham  and  at  others  it 
Woolwich.  Soon  after,  but  by  what  means  we  have  not  found, 
this  manor  devolved  to  the  crown,  where  the  inheritance  bu 
ever  since  remained.  Several  grants  have  been  made  of  the 
property  from  time  to  time,  some  for  terms  of  years,  sod 
others  for  lives,  by  the  successive  kings  and  queeu  of 
England. 

Henry  VIII,  in  his  14th  year,  granted  the  farm  and  land  of 
Eltfaam  and  other  premises,  for  the  term  of  forty  years,  (o 
Sir  Henry  Guildford.  At  the  latter  eud  of  that  reign,  the 
manor  of  EUham  was  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Thomas  Speke, 
on  whose  death,  Edward  VI.,  by  letters  patent,  in  his  5th 
year,  granted  to  Sir  John  Gates,  among  other  premises,  this 
manor,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  as  well  wiihin  his  parks  of 
Eltham,  as  without^  and  all  other  fmnchises,  courts,  and  views 
of  frankpledge,  which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  king  by 
the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Speka,  to  hold  for  life,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  £31  0  lOd.  In  the  10th  of  Elizabeth,  Willism 
Cromer,  esq.  was  possessed  of  the  queen's  manor  of  Eltham; 
and  under  Charles  I.,  the  earl  of  Ikirset  seems  to  have  been 


^niized  by  Google 


vCooi^lc 


vCooi^lc 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  MO 

ID  possessioo  of  those  lands  belonging  to  tliiii  manor,  de- 
mised by  the  crown,  which,  after  the  king's  death,  were  in 
the  possession  of  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham,  who  officiated  as 
high  steward. 

The  manor  of  Eltham  was  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  at 
ibe  death  of  Charles  I.,  in  1648,  when  becoming  vested  in 
the  slate,  it  was  sold  to  different  persons,  but,  upon  the 
Restoration,  returned  to  the  crown. 

Sir  John  Shaw  having  purchased  a  subsidiary  term  of  this 
manor.  King  Charles  II.,  in  consideration  of  the  eminent 
services  performed  by  that  personage,  and  promises  before 
made,  granted  to  him,  in  1663,  a  new  and  longer  term, 
which  was  again  renewed,  and  passed  into  the  possession  of 
his  great  great  grandson.  Sir  John  Shaw,  of  Eltham  lodge, 
hart.,  as  lessee  of  the  crown,  to  whom  the  inheritance  be- 
longed. 

This  manor  extends  over  the  whole  parish  of  Eltham,  the 
hamlet  of  Mottin^am,  the  township  of  Woolwich,  and  the 
Muth  side  of  Foot's  Cray,  in  the  parish  of  Chi^elburst.  The 
jury  appoints  two  constables  end  two  ale-tasters  for  Eltham, 
a  borsholder  for  Nottingham,  and  a  borsholder  for  the  part 
of  Foot's  Cray,-  within  ita  jurisdiction,  the  tenants  of  the 
manor  being  all  free  tenants. 

The  Kino's  HotisB,  or  Elthah  Palacb  was,  most 
probably,  built  on  part  of  those  premises,  granted  by 
Edward  I.  to  John  de  Vesci,  and  possibly  on  the  very  site 
of  the  house  where  King  Henry  III.,  in  his  5dtb  year  pub- 
licly kept  his  Christmas,  according  to  the  custom  of  those 
times,  being  accompanied  by  the  queen,  and  all  the  great 
men  of  the  realm. 

In  the  following  reign  of  Edward  I.,  Anthony  Beke,  bishop 
of  Durham,  in  whom  the  lands  and  possessions  of  Veeci> 
m  Eltham^  were  then  vested,  after  reserving  to  himself  an 
estate  for  life,  granted  the  reversion  of  Eltham  house,  with  its 
tppurtenaoces,  to  the  crown.  He  died  here  in  the  4th  of 
Edward  II.,  after  having  bestowed  great  cost  on  the  build- 
ings at  this  place.  The  Bishop  of  Durham  being  dead, 
Ednard  II.  resided  here;  where,  in  his  9th  year,  his  queen 
"as  deHvered  of  a  boo,  called,  from  the  place  of  his  birth, 
Jt^ofEUham,  about  which  time  the  ttatxUts  of  Eltham,  con- 
*ot.  IV.  4  o 
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tainJDg  precedents  Tor  the  goveronoent  of  the  king's  boose- 
hold  to  the  present  day  were  made  at  this  palace. 

Edward  111.,  in  his  4th  year,  suumoned  a  Parliament  to 
meet  at  Ehham;  as  adjoining;  to  several  of  the  ancieat 
palaces  of  the  kings  of  England,  was  a  large  room,  or  hall, 
for  the  accommodation  of  such  an  assembly,  as  well  as  other 
Urge  meetings  and  festivities,  which  was  sometime*  called 
the  parliament  chamber ;  in  other  royal  mansions  the  hall 
lierved  for  these  purposes,  of  which  last  description  was 
Westminster  hall,  and  that  of  the  palace  at  EUham,  whereia, 
most  probably,  these  parliaments  were  held ;  the  latter  is 
still  standing,  being  a  noble  and  spacious  building  of  free- 
stone, well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  holding  so  large  an 
assembly.  It  is  now  converted  into  a  barn,  commonly  called 
Xing  Juha's  bam,  and  stands  on  the  site  of  the  old  palace. 
The  same  monarch,  in  his  38th  year,  intending  to  give  a 
princely  reception  to  King  John  of  France,  who  had  been  his 
prisoner  in  England,  and  then  came  over  as  a  visitor,  received 
him  at  Eliham,  where  he  entertained  that  prince  with  great 
magnificence.  Edward  111.  again  held  a  Parliament  at  this 
palace  in  his  50th  year,  when  the  lords  and  commons  attended 
with  a  petition,  wherein,  among  other  matters,  they  prayed 
him  to  constitute  his  grandson,  Richard  of  Bourdeaux,  sod 
and  heir  of  Edward,  late  Prince  of  Wales,  and  heir  apparent 
to  the  realm,  Princt  of  Wales;  Lionel,  third  aon  of  Kin^ 
Edward  111.  and  guardian  of  the  realm,  being  then  engaged 
in  prosecuting  the  war  in  France. 

Richard  II.  resided  much  at  his  palace  of  Eltbam,  taking 
great  delight  in  this  place,  and,  in  the  lOtb  year  of  his  reign, 
be,  wiih  his  queen,  and  his  court,  kept  their  Christmaa  here 
wilh  great  festivity ;  he  also  received  Leo,  king  of  Armenia,  who 
had  been  driven  out  of  his  dominions  by  the  Turks,  whom  be 
entertained  most  sumptuously. 

Henry  IV.  resided  continually  at  Eltham,  and  kept  hii  lait 
Christmas  at  this  palace,  but  being  token  ill,  was  conveyed  to 
London,  where  he  soon  after  died.  His  son  and  successor, 
Henry  V.  in  his  3d  year,  visited  this  palace,  with  the  desiga 
of  keeping  his  Christmas  with  much  feasting,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  place  abruptly  on  the  discovery  of  a  plot 
to  assassinate  him. 
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Henry  V[.  made  this  place  his  principal  renidence,  hnving 
Ibere  kept  his  Cbristoias,  regaling  with  much  splendor  and 
-feasting,  in  his  8th  year.  In  hia  17th  year  he  renewed,  by 
charter,  to  the  tenants  of  hie  manor  at  Eitbam,  their  market, 
with  lari^e  additional  priviletres,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  original 
records  of  that  year,  in  the  tower  of  London. 

King  Edward  IV.  repaired  this  palace,  with  much  cost,  and 
enclosed  Home  park,  so  called  from  its  being  the  site  of  the 
manor  of  Home,  which  was  anciently  the  king's  demesne,  as 
appears  by  the  grant  of  Edward  111.,  in  his  Slst  year,  to  M 
bis  tenants  of  this  manor,  to  be  toll-free,  throughout  England. 
Bridget,  the  king's  fourth  daughter,  was  born  at  Eltham,  in  the 
20th  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  following  day  baptized  l^  the 
Bishop  of  Chichester;  she  afterwards  became  a  nun,  at  Dartfordi 
in  this  county.  Two  vears  after,  the  same  prince  kepta  splendid 
Christmas  at  Eltham,  with  grand  feastings,  two  thousand  peo- 
ple having  been  daily  fed  at  his  expense. 

Henry  VII.  built  a  handsome  front  to  this  palace,  towards 
the  moat,  and  usually  resided  here,  it  also  appears  from  a 
record  in  the  office  of  Arms,  that  he  generally  dined  in  the 
greathall  of  the  palace.  Henry  VIII.  neglected  this  mansion, 
and  built  much  at  Greenwich,  though  he  occasionally  resided 
at  Eltham,  particularly  in  his  7th  year,  when  keeping  his 
Whitsuntide  at  this  royal  residence,  he  created  Sir  Edward 
Stanley,  knt.,  Lord  Monteagle.  for  his  services  performed 
apinst  the  Scots  at  Flodden  field.  Some  contagious  disorder 
reigtiing  at  that  time  in  London,  none  were  permi^tted  to  dine 
in  the  king's  hall  but  the  officers  of  arms,  who,  at  the  serving 
of  the  king's  second  course  of  meat,  according  to  coatora, 
came  and  proclaimed  the  king's  style  and  title,  and  also  that 
of  the  new  lord.  The  king  kept  his  Christmas  at  Eltham, 
with  balls  and  feasting  the  same  year,  as  he  again  did  in 
1527.  Yet,  being  more  pleased  with  his  palace  at  Greenwich, 
he,  by  degrees,  entirely  neglected  this  manor,  and  it  wan 
consequently,  in  a  few  years,  totally  deserted  by  tlie  royal 
family. 

From  the  survey,  taken  by  the  state  after  the  death  of 
Charles  L,  in  1648,  it  appeared  that  the  capital  house,  built 
"ith  brick,  stone,  and  timber,  called  Eltham  house,  consisted 
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of  a  fair  cbapel,  a  great  hall,  thirtf>six  rooms,  and  office* 
below  stairs,  wiih  two  large  cellars :  above  stairs,  >n  lodgings, 
called  the  king's  side,  serenteen  lodging  rooms ;  on  the 
queen's  side,  twelve  chambers ;  and  on  the  prince's  side,  nine 
lodging  rooms ;  in  all,  tbirty>eight,  with  various  other  neces- 
sary apartments  and  closets :  thirty-five  bays  of  buildings 
round  the  court  yard,  which  contained  one  acre  of  ground, 
the  said  bays  of  buildings  cnntainiog  about  seventy-eight 
rooms,  used  as  offices.  The  whole,  it  appeared,  were  much 
out  of  repair,  and  the  materials  valued  at  £2763,  exclusive  of 
the  charge  of  taking  it  down.  The  great  park  cootaioed  596 
acres:  the  deer  were  all  destroyed,  and  the  park  dilapidated  by 
the  soldiery  and  common  people;  the  trees,  besides  ihoae 
marked  out  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  being  1060  in  number, 
very  old  and  decayed.  From  the  above  document,  il  appeared 
that  the  middle  park,  adjoining  the  other,  and  next  to  Mot- 
tiogham,  contained  333  acres;  that  the  lodge  belonging  to 
the  same,  lay  in  the  middle,  but  that  tlie  park  was  dismantled 
like  the  former.  The  trees  were  324  in  number,  besides  those 
marked  out  for  the  navy,  which  were  1000 ;  that  the  parcel  of 
impaled  ground,  called  Home,  otherwise  lee  park,  in  Elthtm 
and  l^e,  contained  336  acres ;  that  the  demesne  lands,  with 
the  parks,  See.,  above  mentioned,  contained  1662  acres,  the 
total  value  of  which  was  £860  19  2,  the  improvements  of  the 
same  £202  6  7  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  40s.  was  always  payable 
to  the  vicar  for  or  in  lieu  of  tithes  of  hay. 

After  that  survey,  the  manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  w«re 
sold  to  different  persons,  in  whose  possession  they  remained 
till  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  in  1660,  when  the  inheritance 
again  returned  to  the  crown. 

Sir  John  Shaw  was,  at  that  period,  in  possession  of  the 
manor  of  Eltham  and  its  appurtenances,  when  Charlea  II.,  in 
consideration  of  his  eminent  services,  granted  him  a  /bag 
term  in  the  state,  the  same  being  renewed  from  time  to  time; 
after  which,  that  family  constantly  resided  at  the  gnat  manor 
lodge,  which  stands  in  the  grand  park,  adjoining  the  town  of 
Eltham.  The  lodge  was  fitted  up  and  much  improved,  when 
it  became  the  residence  of  Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  baru,  great 
great  grandson  of  the  before- mentioned  Sir  John;  it  was  sob- 
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sequeotly  the  reeideace  of  Mr.  Sei^eaat  Beet.  There  is  a 
yearly  feerartn  rent  paid  for  the  great  park  to  the  crown, 
amouating  to  £153  3  4. 

Thefamihf  of  Shaw  derires  its  origin  from  the  county  pala- 
tioe  of  Cheater.  Hugo  de  Shaw,  of  that  place,  having  behaved 
bravely  under  the  earl  of  Chester,  in  an  enterprise  against 
Uewelin,  prince  of  Wales,  near  the  castle  of  Rulhin,  had 
several  manors,  with  a  daughter  of  the  earl,  given  to  him  in 
raarnage. 

Randal  de  Shaw,  his  son,  of  Haslington  hall,  married  a 
danghtei  of  Reginald  Yenables,  of  Aydoo,  in  that  county, 
from  whom,  in  a  lineal  descent,  after  many  generations,  came 
Robert  Shaw,  of  Haslington  hall,  whose  descendant  was 
Robert  Shaw,  of  London,  and  of  Shaws  court,  in  Surrey,  who 
bad  by  Christian,  daughter  of  William  Donnetaw,  merchant, 
three  sons,  Robert,  Sir  John  Shaw,  and  George,  of  Antwerp. 
Sir  John  Shaw,  besides  other  considerable  rewards,  had  the 
dignity  of  a  baronet  conferred  upon  him  by  letters  patent, 
April  15,  1665,  for  the  assistance  he  had  afforded  Charles  11. 
at  Brussels  and  Antwerp,  during  his  exile.  He  had  two  wives, 
first,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Joseph  Ashe,  by  whom  he  had  Sir 
John,  bis  successor ;  and  secondly,  be  married  Bridget,  relict 
of  Charles  viscount  Eilmoney,  and  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Dmry,  of  Besthorp,  in  Norfolk,  by  whom  be  had  several 
children,  and  from  her  there  are  no  descendants  remaining. 
Sir  John  Shaw,  hart.,  only  son  by  his  first  wife,  succeeded  his 
father,  who  died  in  1721 ;  be  was  twice  married,  first,  to  Mar- 
gery, daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Sir  John  Peake,  lord  mayor  of 
London,  by  whom  he  had  Sir  John,  his  successor,  and  two 
daughters.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah,  one  of  the  daughters 
of  William  Paggen,  of  London,  merchant,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons,  William  Shaw,  of  Cheshunt  house,  in  Hertford- 
shire, Paj^en,  and. Peter  Shaw,  merchants ;  and  six  daughters. 
Sir  John  Shaw,  bart.,  eldest  son  by  his  first  wife,  succeeded  his 
father  in  dignity  and  estate,  and  married  Anna  Maria,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Barnardiston.  bart.  of  Ketton,  in 
Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  Sir  John,  his  successor,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Anna  Maria,  married  to  Peter  Delme,  esq.  He  died  in 
1739,  and  waa  succeeded  by  his  only  surviving  son,  the  late 
Sir  John  Shaw,  of  Eltham  lodge,  who  married  Elixabetb, 
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daughter  of  William  Hedges,  of  Alderton,  in  Wiltshire,  br 
whom  he  lefl  no  issue ;  he  married,  secondly,  Marths,  daiigl>- 
ter  and  coheir  of  John  Kennard,  esq.,  orYalding,  by  whom  be 
left  two  sons,  John  Gregory,  born  in  1756,  and  Joho  KeDoard, 
of  Town  Mailing,  and  vicar  of  tbia  parish.  Sir  John  Sbaw, 
bart.  died  in  1779,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son.  Sir 
John  Gregory  Shaw,  who,  in  1782,  married  Catherine,  sister  of 
John  lord  MoDson,  by  whom  he  had  issue  several  children. 
He  bears  for  his  arms,  Argent,  a  cheonn  between  tkrte  fvtih, 
ermne. 

Henley's  was  anciently  a  place  of  some  note  in  this  parish, 
having,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  been  esteemed  a  manor, 
when  it  belonged  to  John  de  Henley,  whose  bouse  was  moated 
round.  On  bis  death,  without  issue,  it  devolved  by  his  gift  to 
Edward  III.,  and  was  annexed  to  the  manor  of  Ellham  by 
William  de  Brantingham.  his  feoffee;  the  house  was  situated 
below  the  Conduit  head,  in  a  field,  at  this  time  called  the 
Conduit  field. 

The  manor  op  Easthornb  and  the  mansion  of  Well  ball 
were,  in  the  1st  of  Henry  I.,  possessed  by  Sir  Jordan  de 
Briset,  a  wealthy  and  pious  man,  who  was  lord  of  Clerkenwell, 
where  he  founded  a  nunnery.  He  aflerwarda  gave  the  noes 
ten  acres  of  land  in  bis  lordship  of  Welyng  hall,  in  Kent,  in 
return  for  ten  acres  which  they  had  granted  him,  whereon  he 
founded  his  hospital  of  Knights  Hospitallers  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  being  the  first  of  that  order  eslBbiished  in  England. 
He  bore  for  his  arms,  a  gr^Hn  volant. 

Sir  Jordan  de  Briset  died  in  the  lltb  of  Henry  I.,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chapter  house  of  the  hospital  of  St  John,  as  was 
afterwards  Muriel,  his  wife.  By  her  he  left  three  daughters 
and  coheirs,  the  two  youngest  of  whom  died  without  issue ; 
the  eldest,  Lecia,  married,  first.  Sir  Henry  FoHot,  from  whom 
descended  the  family  of  that  name  in  Worcestershire ;  and 
secondly,  Sir  William  Mountenay,  of  Essex,  from  whom 
sprang  the  Mountenay's,  in  that  county. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  Mathew  de  Higham  held  this 
estate,  situated  within  the  manor  of  Home,  by  reaaon  of 
doner,  of  Arnold  de  Mandevil.  In  the  20th  of  Edward  Ill- 
Sir  John  de  Pulteney  held  the  estate  in  the  same  manner,  and 
died  in  the  23d  year  of  the  same  reign,  leaving  William  de 
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Pnlteney  liis  son  and  beir ;  and  Margaret,  bii  widow,  sarviv- 
mg,  afterwards  married  to  Sir  Nicholas  l.0Tain.  William  de 
PffllteDey,  the  son,  was  subsequently  knighted,  and  died  with- 
out issue  in  the  40th  year  of  that  prince,  leaving  his  kinsman, 
Robert  de  Pultenej,  his  heir. 

This  family  was  sacceeded  in  its  possessions  at  this  place, 
ID  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  by  William  Cbichele,  citizen  of 
London,  who  died  in  the  4tb  of  Henry  VI.,  leaving  by  Beatrice 
bis  wife,  daughter  of  William  Bamett,  esq.,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  John,  the  youngest,  had  this  estate,  having  been 
citisen  and  chamberlain  of  London,  who  married  Margery, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Knoltys,  by  whom  he  had  twenty-four 
children.  Agnes,  the  eldest,  married  John  Tattersall,  esq,,  and 
conveyed  to  her  husband  the  manors  of  Easthorne  and  Well 
hall,  besides  other  estates  at  Woolwich  and  elsewhere  in  this 
Beighbourhood.  After  the  decease  of  John  Tattersall,  we  only 
find  that  he  left  one  son,  of  whom  no  further  mention  is 
Dade. 

Agnes,  the  widow  of  John  Tattersall,  the  father,  afterwards 
■tarried  Sir  William  Kene,  who  was  sherifi*  of  Kent  under 
Henry  VI.,  and  resided  at  Well  hall,  which  he  held  in  her 
right.  By  her  fonner  husband,  John  Tattersall,  she  had  two 
daughters,  coheirs ;  Anne,  married  to  Sir  Ralph  Hastings ; 
and  Margery,  to  John  Roper,  of  Swacliffe,  who  in  her  right 
became  possessed  of  the  inheritance  of  the  manor  of  East- 
home  and  We)]  hall. 

7Ae  famUy  of  the  Roper'i  derived  its  origin  from  Haculf 
Hasard,  who,  in  the  Conqueror's  reign,  was  as  eminent  for  his 
virtue  and  piety,  as  for  his  opulence.  His  manors,  from  his 
being  seated  at  Miserden,  in  Qloucestersbire,  were  in  general, 
though  lying  in  different  counties,  comprehended  under  the 
name  qf  Baroiaa  de  AGterdtn.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Richard,  who  died  in  the  33d  of  Henry  II.,  and  his  younger 
•on,  William,  was  sumamed  Bubra  Spatha  and  Rougespe, 
which  was  afterwards  contracted  to  Roper.  From  one  of  bia 
posterity,  about  the  reign  of  Edward  .I„  as  some  ancient  evi- 
dences affirm,  the  Roper's,  of  Kent,  derive  their  descent; 
from  whom  also,  those  of  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
(who  flourished  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,)  also  sprang ;  at 
a^ich  time,  Isolds,  only  daughter  of  John  Roper,  of  Turndicb, 
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marrying  Richard,  eldest  son  of  Richard  Furaeaux,  of  Beigh- 
ton,  in  Derbyshire,  covenanted,  that  his  son,  and  all  bis 
issue  by  her.  should  thenceforth  forsake  their  paternal  name, 
and  assume  that  of  Roper.  Thence  desceoded  the  Roper's, 
viscounts  BaltinglasB,  barons  of  Bantry,  in  Ireland,  and  those 
of  Hull,  in  Yorkshire. 

Amon^  others  of  this  name  who  6ourished  in  those  early 
times,  was  William  Rosper,  or  De  Rubra  Spatba,  who,  under 
Henry  III.,  was  a  great  bene ttlctor  to  St*  Martin's  priory,  in 
Dover.  John  de  Rubra  Spatha,  or  Rosper,  performed  eminent 
services  in  Scotland  under  Edward  III.,  who  rewarded  him  and 
William  Clifford,  (as  appears  by  a  pedigree  recorded  in  the 
duke  of  Dorset's  pedigree,)  about  the  29th  year  of  his  reign, 
with  the  third  part  of  those  forfeitures  due  from  the  Jews, 
then  inhabiting  London,  ihey  having  violated  some  penal  sta- 
tutes, which  had  been  enacted  against  them.  In  the  1st  of 
Richard  II.,  the  king  calling  upon  his  subjects,  on  an  emer- 
gency, for  money,  John  Roper,  of  Canterbury,  lent  £40.  to 
furnish  out  a  fleet  against  the  French  and  Scots  ;  and  Henry 
Ropere,  of  Redyng,  the  following  year,  lent  the  king  £30  for 
the  like  purpose. 

The  heraldic  visilatwi  of  this  county,  taken  by  John  Phiti- 
pott.  Rouge  dragon,  in  1619,  contains  the  pedigree  of  this 
fomily,  beginning  with  Edwin  Roper,  of  the  county  of  Kent, 
whose  son,  Adam  Roper,  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  £dmund, 
who  was  prior  of  Bilsington,  in  this  county. 

Thomas  Roper  married  the  daughter  of  Thomas  de  ApaU 
dore,  and  by  her  he  had  one  sod  and  heir,  Ralph,  who  was 
twice  married,  first,  to  Beatrix,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lewknor ,-  and  secondly,  to  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Kempe, 
of  Wye. 

By  his  first  wife  he  had  John,  who  died  without  iyne  in 
1401 ;  Agnes,  married  to  Walter  Colepeper,  esq.  of  Bedgbury ; 
and  Edmund,  who  was  of  St.  Dunstan's,  an  eminent  man  in 
the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  V.,  under  whom  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  this  county.  He  died  in  the  12th  of  Henry  VI., 
leaving  two  sons,  John  Roper,  esq.  of  Swaclifie,  and  Edmund 
John  Roper,  who  succeeded  bis  fother  at  St.  Dnnstao's.  He 
was  one  of  the  surveyors  of  the  customs  of  the  Cinque  Port* 
under  Henry  VII.,  in  bis  19th  year,  and  married  Margery, 
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daughter  and  coheir  of  John  Tatteraall,  bRfore  mentioned, 
baring  died  a.d.  1488.  He  had  by  her  two  sons,  John  Roper, 
who  IB  right  of  his  mother,  having  survived  her  huaband, 
became  poaaeased  of  the  manor  of  Easthorne  and  Well  hall;  and 
Tboima,  to  whom  his  father  left  by  his  wilt  Brenley,  in  Bough- 
ton  nnder  Blean ;  and  a  daughter,  Margery,  wife  of  John 
Boys,  of  Noniogton,  in  Kent.  John  Roper,  the  eldest  son, 
was  of  Well  hall  and  St.  Dunstan'a,  and  sheriff  of  this  county 
in  the  12th  of  Henry  VIU.,  and  afterwards  attorney  general, 
and  prothonotary  of  the  King's  Bench.  He  died  in  1624, 
leaving  by  Jane,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Fineaux,  chief 
jnstice  of  England,  several  sons  and  daughters;  of  the  sons, 
Christoplw,  the  younger,  was  seated  at  Linsted  lodge,  from 
whom  deacended  the  Roper's,  lords  Teynham,  and  the  late 
Trevor  Roper,  lord  Dacre. 

William  Roper,  the  eldest  son,  born  in  1495,  was  prothono- 
tary of  tbe  King's  Bench,  and  succeeded  bis  father  in  his 
esute  here  and  at  St.  Danstan'a,  whose  lands  were  disgaveled 
by  the  AcU  passed  in  the  Slat  of  Henry  VIU.  and  in  the  2d 
and  3d  of  Edward  VI.  He  was  sheriff  of  Kent  under  Philip 
and  Mary,  and  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Moore. 
lord  chancellor  of  England.  He  died  in  1577,  aged  eighty- 
two,  and  was  boried  in  the  vault  under  the  chapel,  adjoining 
the  chancel,  in  St.  Dunstan's  church,  next  to  Margaret  his 
wife,  who,  as  her  inscription  informs  us,  was  a  woman  most 
leaned  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues.  He  left  by  her  two 
•ona  uid  three  daughters ;  of  the  former,  Anthony,  the  young- 
est, settled  at  Famingham,  in  this  county ;  and  Thomas,  tbe 
ddest,  ancceeded  his  father,  as  well  in  his  estates  of  Eas^iome 
Wdl  ball,  and  St.  Danstan's,  as  in  bis  office  of  prothonotary 
of  the  King's  Bench.  Thomas  Roper,  tbe  eldest  son,  was  of 
Qtfaam,  and  married  Lucy,  sister  of  Anthony  Browne,  vis- 
onint  Hontacute,  by  whom  he  had  ten  sons  and  ten  daughters, 
and  died  in  1697.  William  Roper,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded 
his  father  at  Well  ball  and  St.  Dunstan'a,  and  was  afterwards 
luighted.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
Anthony  Browne,  of  Ridley  hall,  chief  justice  of  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Anthony  Roper,  of 
Wdl  hall,  in  Qtfaam;  Thomas,  who  married  Susan,  daughter 
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of  John  Wincheombe,  oF  Hflnirick,  in  Berkihire;   uad  one 
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taioed  the  celebrated  picture,  from  the  pencil  of  Hans  Holbeio, 
repreaeating  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  lord  chancellor,  and  hit 
family,  comprising  tweire  6gum,  designed  with  masterly 
Btrangtb  and  beauty.  The  painting  in  question  oconpied  nearly 
the  whole  end  of  the  hall,  being  valued  at  £1000,  and  had 
remained  there  from  the  time  it  was  occupied  until  1731,  when 
Sir  Rowland  Wjnne  removed  it  hence,  about  the  period  when 
the  estate  was  sold. 

GoBBTB,  otherwise  Cobbtk  hall,  was  once  a  place  of 
some  actionnt  in  Eltham,  though  the  name  is  at  present  hardly 
known.  It  was  anoiently  the  seat  of  a  family  of  the  name  of 
Corlne,  which,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  bad  also  on 
estate  at  Whithnrst,  in  Marden,  in  this  county.  These  estates 
went  in  marriage  with  Joan,  daogfater  of  Robert  Corbie,  to 
Sir  Nicholas  Wotton,  lord  mayor  of  London  under  Henry  V, 
Bat  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  this  place  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  crown,  as  that  king,  by  his  letters  patwit,  in  his  6th 
ye«r,  granted,  among  other  premises,  to  Sir  John  Gates,  for 
bis  bfe,  the  house  or  tenement,  colled  Corbye,  otherwise 
Corbyn  hall,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  Eltham,  and  one  cot- 
tage, with  the  garden  and  appurtenanoes,  near  the  site  of  the 
parisb-chnrch  of  Eltham,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6s.  8d.  They 
had  devolved  to  the  king  by  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Speke  ; 
after  v^ich,  Qaeen  Elizabeth,  in  1592,  granted  a  lease  of  the 
property  to  lord  Cobham ;  since  which,  the  house  seems  to 
have  contiiraed  in  the  crown,  and  been  blended  with  the  rest 
of  its  possessiims  in  this  parish. 

Pabk  Place  fabm  is  a  seat  situated  near  the  east  end  of 
the  town  of  Eltham,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  high  road4 
It  was  formerly  io  the  possession  of  Mr.  Richard  Nunn,  whose 
widow,  <Hi  his  decease,  possessed  it  for  her  life,  and  resided 
there.  On  her  demise,  it  .went  to  lady  Mary  Henrietta,  wife 
of  lord  viaoouat  Hinchingbrooke,  th«ir  granddaughter,  being 
the  OBJy  surviving  child  of  their  daughter,  Henrietta,  by  lord 
Bany  Powlet,  afierwards  duke  of  Bolton,  and  she  possessed 
it  by  inheritance  in  virtue  of  the  will  of  her  grandfather.  She 
sold  it  to  Thomas  Luoas,  esq.  of  Lee,  who  soon  afterwards 
disposed  of  it  to  William  James,  h.p.,  for  West  Looe,  who 
having  alswst  rebuilt  the  house  and  enclosed  a  park  round  the 
■ame,  gave  it  the  above  name  of  Porft  Place  farm.    In  July 
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1778,  he  was  created  a  baronet,  -and  dying  in  1784,  left  the 
pOBseBsion  of  the  estate  to  his  widow;  but  it  wu  demiwd  by 
her  to  Sir  Benjamin  Hamioet,  who  aflerwarda  resided  there. 

The  hahlbt  of  Southsnd,  in  this  parish,  is  sitaated 
about  a  mile  eastward  rrom  the  town  of  Eltbam,  on  the  high 
road  (o  Maidstone,  whereon  stands  a  seat,  fonaerly  the  resi- 
dence of  Sir  Robert  Wy  theos,  sheriff  and  tdderman  of  London. 
descended  from  the  county  palatine  of  Chester.  In  his  des- 
cendants it  continued  to  Sir  Francis  Wythens,  sergeant  at  law, 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1704,  hariog  borne  for  his  arms, 
Guiea,  a  chevron  embattled  between  three  martin,  or ;  which  sfaidd 
was  confirmed  by  Sir  Williatn  Dethio,  garter  at  arms,  in  1693. 
This  estate  soon  after  devolved  to  the  possessioa  of  Richard 
Comport  Fitch,  esq.,  who  resided  here,  and  by  whose  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  Anne,  it  went  in  marriage  to  Sir  Thomas  Fitch, 
who,  in  1688,  hod  been  created  a  baronet,  and  died  a  few  days 
afler.  It  then  descended  to  Sir  Comport  Fitch,  bart.  of  this 
place,  whose  sole  daughter  and  heir,  Alice,  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage, in  1740,  to  Sir  John  Barker,  bart  of  Spronghton,  in 
Suffolk,  who,  in  1759,  married  Luoy,  daughter  of  Sir  RitWd 
Lloyd.  He  died  without  issue  by  either  of  bis  wives,  and  left 
the  property  by  will  to  Robert  Nassaa,  only  brother  of  At 
Hon.  Richard  Savage  Nasaan,  eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Rocb- 
ford,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Burgess ;  and  he,  not  long  afterwardi, 
alienated  it  to  Mrs.  Anne  Oreen,  widow,  who  resided  thuv, 

MoTTiNOHAif  is  a  hamlet,  lying  partly  in  this  pariah,  and 
partly  in  that  of  Chesilhurst,  at  about  a  mile  aonthward  fron 
Eltham  church.  It  was  anciently  called  Modingham,  from  the 
Saxon  words  tiiodig,  proud  or  lofty,  and  ham,  a  dwelling. 

In  King  Edward  the  Confessor's  confirmation  of  the  gift  of 
Elthruda,  King  Alfred's  niece,  of  the  manor  of  Lewisham  and 
its  appendages,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Peter's,  at  Ghent,  io 
Flaodere,  in  1044,  Modm^ham  is  meoti<Hied  as  one  of  them 
belonging  to  tfaat  manor;  but  the  succeeding  grant*  of 
Lewisham  manor  make  no  mention  of  this  place.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  L,  it  passed,  as  an  append^e,  to  the  manor 
of  Eltham,  in  the  grant  made  by  that  king  to  John  de  Vesci ; 
since  which,  it  has  always  been  considered  as  part  of  ti» 
same,  which  at  this  lime  claims  over  the  whole  of  Uiis  hamlet. 
The  hounds  and  extent  of  the  hamlet  of  Mo^i^ham  are  tbas 
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deBcribcd  in  an  ancient  hi.  remaining  among  tbe  regiiten  of 
the  bishop  of  Kocheater: 

Mtmorandian,  "  That  the  lordabip  of  Modyngbara  bepna  at 
Readhilde,  and  extends  to  tbe  wood  of  the  lord  bishop, 
called  Elunf^edmoood,  towards  the  soath;  and  to  the  field, 
called  CharU^^d,  towards  the  west;  and  to  the  woods  and 
lands  of  the  king  in  Eltham,  towards  the  nortit'east." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  William  Rufos, 
Ansgotns,  of  Chesilbarst,  the  king's  chamberlain,  was  pos- 
sessed of  the  fee  of  this  hamlet,  and  gave  ihe  tithes  of  it  to 
the  priory  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  Rocbester.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  a  family  of  the  name  of  Legh  was  pos- 
sessed of  certain  tenements,  with  the  lands  and  appartenancea 
belonging  thereto,  in  Modingbam  and  Chesilhurat ;  from  one 
of  that  name  it  passed  to  Thomas  de  Bankwell,  at  whose 
decease,  in  the  35th  year  of  the  same  reigo,it  was  fonnd  to  be 
possessed  of  them,  and  held  of  the  king  in  gavelkind,  as  of 
bis  manor  of  Eltham,  by  the  service  of  14s.  lid.  per  annum 
rent,  and  performing  serrioe  to  the  king'a  coort  at  Eltham. 

Id  the  14th  of  Henry  VI.,  these  premises  were  in  the  pos- 
■ession  of  Robert  Cheeseman,  of  Lewisham  and  East  Green- 
wich, who  by  marriage  wiih  Joane,  daughter  of  Bernard  Cavell, 
of  Cfaesilhorat,  had  considerably  increased  his  property  in  this 
place. 

The  family  of  Cavell  was  possessed  of  lands  in  that  part  of 
Hodyngbam  which  lies  in  Cbesilborst,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Bdward  I.,  for  John  Mayo,  Jan.,  by  his  deed,  in  the  18th  of 
Edward  I.,  oonTeyed  several  premiset  in  that  part  nf  the  ham- 
let to  Bernard  CaTcU,  sen.  of  Chesilbarst.  The  last  of  the 
Cbeeaeman's  who  held  this  estate  was  Thomas  Cheesemaa, 
wboae  heir,  Alice,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Robert  Stoddard ; 
and  his  son,  George  StoddEwd,  and  Anne,  his  wife,  in  1660, 
bvilt  the  present  mansion-house,  called  Mottingbam  place, 
which,  with  tbe  landa  belonging  Uiereto,  continued  in  their 
descendant  till  Nicholas  Stoddard,  esq.  dying  in  1766,  nnmar- 
ried  and  intestate,  there  appeared  many  claimants  to  the  inhe- 
ritance. After  alonglitigaUonin  theconrt  of  Chancery,  ibts 
seat,  with  the  estate,  was  adjudged  to  an  heir,  by  the  female 
line,  to  William  Bowereman,  esq.  of  Newport,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  who  passed  away  bis  interest  therein  to  Mr.  Dyneleyf 
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and  he  oetrly  rebailt  the  eeat.  ead  vended  tbeie*  In  the  <4d 
house  were  the  following  dates  aod  coata  of  arm*:  od  the 
inside  of  the  turret,  1560;  on  a  chimney,  1661;  and  on  an 
outward  gate,  1635.  In  the  glut  of  the  windows,  the  follow- 
ing arms,  Argent,  a  mullet  pierced,  labU.  on  a  ehi^,  ambattlei 
sable,  ttpo  muUett  pierced,  argmt,  party  per  ckevron  embattled,  labie 
and  argent,  three  mulleti,  pierced  and  eounterdumged;  and  on  a 
chimneypiece,  this  coat.  Argent,  three  etoib  i>f  eight  poinb 
impaliagor,  on  afeu,atare,  thrte  garb*  of  the  firtt,  bOwen  tiw 
chevront,  gulet,  charged  with  three  eicalapt  ^the^firtt. 

At  a  little  distance  from  Mottiogham  place,  to  the  east* 
ward,  is  a  sntall  seat,  called  Faibt  hill,  whi<J)  was  the  tem- 
porary residence  of  Henry  earl  Bathurat,  when  lord  high 
obaacellor  of  England.  He  was  the  second  but  eldest  eor- 
▼iving  son  of  Allen  earl  of  Bathnrst*  and  being  bred  to  the 
profession  of  the  law,  haring  been  first  made  a  justice  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleoa,  was,  in  1771,  further  promoted  to  be 
lord  high  chancellor,  and  sworn  of  the  Privy  Conncil ;  and. 
on  the  33d  of  that  month,  created  baron  Apsley,  of  Apaley,  io 
Sussex.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  September  1775,  he 
succeeded  him  in  the  titles  and  family  estate  at  Cirencester, 
in  Gloucestershire.  Haring  resigned  the  seals,  he  retired 
there,  and  died  in  1794,  aod  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 
earl  Baihurst.  This  seat  of  Fairy  hill  afterwards  became  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Nelson,  with  whom  it  continued. 

An  extraordinary  eveht  happened  at  Mottingham,  August  4, 
1586,  in  a  field  which  then  belonged  to  Sir  PercivU  Hart. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  ground  began  to  eink  so 
much,  that  three  large  elm  trees  wa«  suddenly  swallowed  up 
in  the  pit,  the  tops  felling  down  into  the  hole,  and,  before  tea 
o'clodc,  tbey  were  so  overwhelmed  that  no  part  of  them  could 
be  dbcovered,  the  concave  being  siiddenly  filled  with  water. 
The  compass  of  this  hole  was  about  eighty  yards,  and  so  deep. 
that  a  soundiog  line  of  fifty  faUioms  could  scarcely  reach  the 
bottom ;  about  tan  yards  distant  from  the  above,  was  another 
piece  of  ground,  which  sunk  in  the  same  manner^  near  the 
highway,  and  so  contiguous  to  a  dwelling  house  as  greatly  to 
terrify  the  persons  triio  inhabited  it. 

The  tithes  of  this  hamlet  of  Mottingham  wen  given,  in  the 
reign  of  King  William  Rufus,  by  Ansgotus,  the  king's  ohara- 
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berlain,  then  owner  of  this  place,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andreir, 
Rocheater.  Tbia  gift  waa  afterwards  the  occasion  of  flvqaent 
coDtentioos,  as  well  betweeo  the  prior  and  consent  oFRochea- 
ter  and  the  rectors  and  vicars  of  Elthan,  aa  between  them  and 
the  rectora  of  Cheailhurst.  But  these  dilutes  only  served  to 
strengthen  the  right  of  the  priory  to  the  tithes,  which  were 
adjudged  and  confirmed  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  seTeral  bishops  of  Rochester  and  arch* 
bishops  of  Canterbury. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Andrew's,  Rocheater,  by  their 
lease,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  Ifl.,  demised  to  Sir  Henry  de 
Redlyngton,  chaplain,  Laurence  de  Sutton,  and  Robert  de 
Vayle,  all  the  tithes  of  sheaves  arising  within  the  hamlet  of 
MoAfnham,  within  the  parishes  of  Cheailhurat  and  ElUiam, 
and  the  like  tithes  arising  in  Bertrey,  in  the  parish  of  Codham, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  eight  marks  sterling. 

The  tithea  of  Mottingham  continued  in  the  possession  of 
the  prior  and  convent,  above  mentioned,  till  the  final  dissoln- 
tion  of  the  monastery,  which  happened  in  March,  in  the  32d 
of  Henry  Vlli.,  when  they  devolved,  with  the  rest  of  iu  pos- 
sessions, to  Uie  handa  of  the  king,  who,  the  following  year, 
settled  them  on  his  new  erected  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochester. 

Eltham  had  the  honour  of  conferring  the  title  of  earl  to  his 
hte  royal  highness,  Frederic,  afterwards  prince  of  Wales,  and 
btber  of  Geoige  IIT.,  who  was  created  earl  of  Eltham  by  his 
gnndfiither,  Geo^e  I.,  on  the  Slst  of  July,  in  the  12th  year 
of  hia  reign.  He  died  in  March  20,  1751,  and  was  succeeded 
in  that  earldom  by  bis  eldest  eon,  George,  bom  May  24th, 
1738,  afterwards  prince  of  Wales,  who,  on  the  death  of  bia 
giandfather,  George  II.,  in  1760,  sooceeded  to  the  crown  of 
tiieee  realms,  having  been  the  late  George  III. 

Eltham  ia  within  the  eoclksiastical  jorisdiction  of 
the  Heoae  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The 
oh«rvb,  which  stands  at  the  west  end  of  the  village,  ia  dedi- 
cated to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

WilHam  earl  of  Gloacester.  on  his  founding  the  priory 
within  his  manor  of  Keynsliam,  in  Somersetshire,  abont  the 
year  II70,  granted,  as  patron  and  lord  ef  the  soil,  to  the 
church  of  8ts.  Mary  and  Peter,  of  Keyoaham,  and  &a  canons 
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regvkr  tb«re,  in  fee  wid  peqtetoal  alms,  Um  eborch  of  St 
Joba  of  Haaltham,  with  iU  appartcnuices.  His  gmtdeon, 
Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucester  and  Hertford,  oonfinued 
thii  gift;  a«  did  John,  biahop  of  Balh  and  Wells,  in  1314;  and 
Edward  II.*  in  bis  Uth  year^  in  his  general  coofinnatioa  of 
the  peMewions  of  the  priory  to  them. 

The  church  of  Eltbam  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of 
Keynsbam  by  Richard  de  Wendovcr,  biahop  of  Rochester, 
A.D.  1242,  so  that  the  canons,  duriog  the  life  of  Robert  de 
Londone,  then  parson  of  tbe  same,  should  receive  the  earn  of 
100s.,  to  be  paid  by  him,  in  the  name  of  the  parsonage,  with 
licence  for  them,  after  bis  death,  or  resignation,  to  entsr  into 
full  possession,  saving,  nevertheless,  to  tbe  biahop,  in  all 
things,  hii  right  of  diocesan,  and  of  instituting  a  perpetual 
vicar,  to  be  taxed  therein,  with  the  asaeot  of  tbe  above-men- 
tioned abbot. 

This  church  was,  in  tbe  16th  of  Edward  I.,  valued  at 
twenty  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  100s.  Edward  III.,  in  his 
7th  year,  directed  his  writ  to  tbe  bishop  of  Rooheeter  to  return 
the  names  of  all  aliens  beneficed  within  his  diocese,  and  those 
of  the  respective  benefioes,  as  well  as  such  as  resided  on  them; 
to  which  the  bishop  made  return,  that  Sir  Peter  de  Boileao,  an 
alien,  held  the  vicarage  of  tbe  church  of  Eltbam,  taxed  at  lOOt., 
and  that  he  resided  on  the  same. 

Ad  exchange  was  made,  under  Edward  III.,  betweeo  tbe 
king  and  tbe  prior  of  Rochester,  whereby  the  latter  granted 
to  the  king  and  hia  heirs,  for  ever,  among  other  premises,  all 
tbe  tithes  to  wbicb  they,  in  right  of  their  church  or  otherwise, 
were  entitled,  and  bad  within  tbe  lung's  park  of  Eltbam  ;  for 
which  tbe  king  gave  them  tenements  and  rents  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Bride,  in  Fleet  street,  late  Hugh  Stubbys,  and  certain 
tenements  and  rents  in  tbe  parish  of  St.  John  Zachary,  Xx>iidon, 
late  belonging  to  Walter  de  Hendon ;  all  which  were  wnth 
twenty  jnarks  and  sixpence  pex  annum.  They  became  for- 
feited, and  in  tbe  bands  of  the  king,  by  the  devise  of  the  said 
Hugh  and  Walter,  in  mortmain,  contrary  to  tbe  statute,  and 
without  the  licence  of  the  king.  On  tbe  dissolution  of  the 
abbey  of  Keynsbam,  in  tbe  30tb  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  chwch 
of  Eltham  and  advowaoo.  of  the  vicarage  devolved  to  the 
oiowD,  with  the  other  poiseuioiu  of  thM  monasteij. 
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Henry  VIII.,  in    his  36tb  year,  granted  the  notory  of 

Eltham  to  Sir  John  Hendley,  to  hold  by  fealty  only.  He  died 
without  issue  mele,  leaTing  three  daughters  and  coheirs,  one 
of  whom,  Helen,  conveyed  this  rectory  to  hef  husbandi  Thomas 
Colepeper,  esq., of  Bedgbury,  who  sold  it  to  William  Bope^ 
esq.  of  Well  hall.  He,  in  ihe  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  reserving 
the  advowBon  of  the  vicarage,  conveyed  the  rectory  of  Eltham 
to  Oriel  college,  Oxford,  with  a  stipulation  that,  on  payit^ 
£100  as  a  fine,  and  a  yearly  rent  of  £14,  the  college  should 
grant  a  lease  of  the  same,  either  for  three  lives,  or  thiity-one 
years,  to  lum  and  his  heirs,  of  the  family  of  Roper. 

Anthony  Roper  was  the  last  life  in  the  lease,  and  his  son, 
.Edward,  being  left  an  infant,  bis  trustees  neglected  to  renew 
the  term,  upon  which,  the  college  granted  the  rectory  in  lease 
to  Richard  Comport,  gent,  of  Eltham,  who  had  a  grant  from 
Sir  Edward  Walter,  Garter  Ling  at  arms,  in  1663,  of  the  fol* 
lowing  bearing,  viz.  Argent  on  a  chevron,  guUi,  three  quartre-foih 
of  the  first,  between  three  torteaux.  His  only  daughter  and  heir 
Diarried  Sir  Thomas  Fitflb,'and  brought  her  husband  this  rec^ 
tory.  and  on  his  death,  in  1688,  it  descended  to  his  bod.  Sir 
Comport  Fitch,,  who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1720.  -His  daugfa* 
ter  and  heir,  Alice,  earned  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Barker, 
bart.  of  Su£blk  ;  after  which,  it  passed  in  the  same  manner 
as  his  estates  at  Southend^  in  this  parish,  by  the  devise  of  his 
son.  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker,  bart.,  to  Robert  Nassau,  esq.,  who 
beoame  the  lessee. 

The  advowBon  of  the  vicaraga  still  continued,  as  before 
mentioBed,  in  the  patronage  of  the  Roper  family,  down  to 
Edward  Roper,  esq.'  of  Well  hall,  the  last  male  heir  of  thia 
branch^  who  died  in  1722.  It  theu  passed,  in  like  manner  as 
Well  balliand  the  rest  of  his  estates  in  this  parish,  down  iO 
Sir  Gregory  Page,  bart.,  who,  at  his  death,  without  issue,  itt 
^775,  bequeathed  it  by  will  to  bis  great  nephew,  Sir  Gregory 
Turner  Page,  bart.  of  Oxfordshire,  in  whom  it  became  vested. 
.  This  vicarage  is  a  discharged  living  in  the  king's  books,  of 
ihe  eleai  certified  value  of  £32  8,  the  annual  tenths  being 
6t.  2d. 

By  the  eammimon'^  Inquiry,  in  16£0,  it  was  returned,  that 
Eltham  wat>ik  vicarage^  worth  £.%!.  6  per  annum.  In  1734,  it 
iTSs  aiigmented  by  itie  governors,  of  Queen  Anne'e  bounty,  ai 
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which  time.  Sir  Gregory  Page,  bart,  contributed  £100  for  the 

like  purpose. 

In  1767,  this  church  waa  modernized  and  beautified,  at  no 
little  expeDse,  and  being  too  small  to  contain  the  parisbionen, 
was  much  enlarged,  whereby  the  ancient  chancel  of  the 
Tattersall's  was  destroyed. 

In  this  church,  among  others  on  the  south  side  of  the  allar, 
is  a  monument  for  Richard  Peter,  clerk,  vicar  of  this  church; 
another  for  Anne,  wife  of  Dr.  Richard  Owen,  and  sereral  of 
their  children ;  on  an  achievement,  under  date  1664,  Two 
ihields  lozaigy,  first  Philipott,  quartered  with  setiea  other  coati, 
impaling  Glover,  and  three  other  coats,  and  an  inscription ;  aesr 
it,  lies  interred  Susan,  late  wife  of  John  Philipott,  esq., 
Somerset  herald,  designed  Norroy,  and  daughter  and  sole  heir 
of  William  Glover,  esq.,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Henry  Harlackenden,  esq.,  as  also  Susan,  her  eldest 
daughter.  There  are  also  several  monuments  for  the  family  of 
the  Cooke's,  and  in  the  chancel,  a  tomb  for  Margery,  late  wife  of 
Edward  Isham,  esq.  of  Walmer.  A  memorial,  round  the  verge 
of  a  flat  stone,  for  John,  son  of  Edward  Colleton,  gent,  of 
Milverton,  Somersetshire.  In  the  centre  aisle,  a  memorial  for 
Clement  Hobson,  esq.,  viear  of  this  church,  who  died  aged 
ninety-one;  memorials  also  for  several  of  the  families  of  tlie 
Smith's  and  Bowles's.  The  following  inscriptions  were,  oa 
brass  plates  on  the  pavement,  now  entirely  lost :  for  Dame 
Margerie,  late  wife  of  John  Roper,  esq.;  for  John,  eon  and 
heir  of  Mai^avet  Morton,  of  Ashby  de  la  Zouch,  in  Leices- 
tershire ;  for  Thomas  Pierle  ;  and  John  Pasley,  yeoman  porter 
to  Henry  VIII.  In  the  family  vault  of  the  Burton's,  in  this 
church,  are  interred  the  remains  of  the  worthy  and  excellent 
Dr.  George  Home,  late  bishop  of  Norwich,  who  died  much 
lamented  and  admired  by  all.  It  may  not  be  deemed  improper 
to  insert  here,  that  the  before-mentioned  John  Philipott,  esq., 
born  at  Folkestone,  was  a  great  loyalist,  and  followed  the  kiag 
to  Oxford,  but  being  seized  by  the  rebels,  was  conveyed  pri- 
soner to  London,  but  soon  released,  when  he  lived  afterwards 
in  greai  obscurity.  He  died,  and  was  buried  within  the  pre- 
cincta  of  St.  Paul's  wharf,  in  1646,  having  written  several 
books,  and  among  others,  VUlare  Catitianum,  or  Kent  Ulwtratti 
and  surveyed,  which  his  son,   Thomas  Philipott,  robbed  hrs 
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hth«r  of  the  merit  of  having  written,  publishing  the  same 
work  under  hia  own  name,  io  folio,  I^ndon,  a.d.  1659. 

Richard  Ilf.  granted  a  salary  of  ten  marks  per  annum  to 
Sir  Henry  Brokas,  chaplain  within  the  manor  of  Eltham- 

Henry  Vltl.,  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  19ih  year,  granted 
to  Robert  Burste,  chaplain,  the  perpetual  chantry  wiUiin  hia 
ukanor  of  Eltham,  and  the  mansion  there,  called  the  Chantry 
Priest's  house,  situated  at  the  farthest  part  of  tfata  manor;  which 
ebantry  and  mansion  Richard  Stone,  the  last  chaplain,  pos- 
sessed. The  king  appointed  him  perpetual  chaplain  there,  foe 
bis  life,  to  say  mass  daily,  for  his  own  welfare,  that  of  hia 
consort  Queen  Catherine,  and  all  others  their  progenitors, 
according  to  him  the  annual  aalary  of  ten  marks  sterling. 

Edward  VI.,  in  his  5th  year,  granted  to  Sir  John  Gates  the 
reversion  of  the  above  premises  and  salary. 

An  obit  was  founded  in  the  church  of  Eltham  by  the  will  of 
Elizabeth  Uogeson,  and  another  by  the  testament  of  John 
Colin;  the  possessions  were  called  Denny's  mead,  Colly  acre> 
and  Crowch's  croft,  being  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  16s.  8d., 
as  appeared  from  the  survey  taken  in  consequence  of  the  Acts 
passed  in  the  1st  of  Edward  VI.  and  in  ^e  37th  of  Henry 
VIII.,  for  the  surrendry  of  chantries,  lights,  and  obits. 

Id  1821  there  were  313  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Eltham : 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  Uie  last  ceoBus  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  inha- 
biunts  were  as  follow  :  males  898,  females  985,  making  a  total 
of  1S83  souls.  The  entire  parish  of  Eltham  conuins  1977 
iuhabiunte,  as  Nottingham  numbers  40  males,  54  females, 
total  as  above. 

Woolwich  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  eastward  of 
Charlton,  and  was  called,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  Hutviz, 
which,  in  the  languf^e  of  that  nation,  signi6ed  the  dwelling 
on  the  creek  of  the  river.  By  this  name  it  is  called  in  the 
survey  of  Domesday ;  but  in  the  Texltis  B-offetuit  it  is  written 
WIewic. 

This  seems,  in  former  times,  to  have  been  a  smaO  fishing 
place,  but  very  thinly  inhabited,  owing,  probably,  to  the 
lowneas  of  its  situation,  and  the  overflowings  of  the  river  prior 
to  its  embankment. 
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A  imtUI  part  of  this  pariih  lies  on  tba  eppniteside  of  thi 
river  TImmfls,  tdjoining  Esses,  yetwiUiin  the  coonty  of  Keob 
Ptobftbly  Hmrmy,  Vieecomes,  or  sheriff  of  this  counly,  in  the 
time  of  the  Conqueror,  being  poisessed  of  Woolwich  on  tkil 
Bide  of  the  river,  ss  well  as  the  lands  adjoiDing  on  the 
other  shore,  procured  them,  aithar  bycompontion  or  grant, 
from  the  king,  to  be  annexed  to  his  jurisdjction,  as  put  of  hit 
county,  and  then  tncorporatsd  them  with. this  district.  AnoM 
Hs.  mentions,  that  the  parish  of  Woolwich  had  on  the  Ewei 
sideof  the  TImubcs^OO  acres  of  land,  some  few  houses,  end 
a  ohapei  of  ease.  'Hiere  are  several  instances  of  difTereot 
counties  in  this  kingdom,  bavitig  been,  at  tke  above  period, 
separated  Ironi  smalt  districts  btdonging  to  the  Batne>  by  parti 
of  those  adjoining  having  intervened. 

The  town  of  Woolwich,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  is  very  populous,  and  has  received  considerable  improve- 
meats  for  many  years  back.  Its  extent  has,  oonsequeatif, 
muah  increased,  considerable  amendmenla  hnving  bees 
effected  by  an  Act  of  Parliasoent,  passed  for  paving  and  watcli- 
ing  the  town,  in  tfae  47th  of  George  III.  Under  the  provisiooi 
Qf  that  Act,  a  new  matket-house  was  erected,  there  being  a 
weekly  market  on-  Fridays^  which  ie^  .however,  bnt  thinly 
attended.  Several  vessels,  denominated  the  bulks,  are  stationed 
OD  the  river  Thames,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Arsenal  and  Dock* 
yard,  for  the  reception  of  convicts  aeoleoced  for  a  oertaia  ami 
to  confinement,  who  are  efsployed  in  various  labours  connected 
with  those  estabtishmeniB.  According  to  the  returns  made 
noder  the  population  Aot,  in  1811,  Woolwich  then  contaiaed 
3446  dwellings,  and  17054  inhabitanU.  The  principal  and 
most  interesting  objects  of  curiosity  at  this  place  are  (he 
DocKTABD,  the  RoiAL  Abskhal,  and  various  woiksand 
buildings  connected  widi  the  OFVlCB-OV.OB-I»lAN'CB.' 
It  is  not  precisely  ascertained  when  the  Dochford  was  first 
established  i  Bishop  Qibsoa,  however,  supposes  it  tO'  bethe 
oldest  royal  doda.in  the  kingdom.  It  has  beea  progressively 
enlarged,  and  at  present  includes  an  area  of  about  three  qusr» 
tsrs  of  a  mile  in  length,  iby  one  iurlongand  a  half  in  width; 
wilhio  which  apace  are  two  diy.  xlockatseveml  slips,. three 
mast  ponds;  a  smith's  shop,. with. forges  for  madting  aaebon,  a 
model  loft,  storehouses  of  various  descriptiooi,  i 


^niized  by  Google 


II  [ 


.:i.v  Google 


\i 


COUNTir  OP  KENT.  Mj» 

•beds  for  timber;  dwellings  for  differcbt-  officer*,  and  other 
bnildings)  tlie  whole  maiiBged'iiy  and  under  the  direction  and 
tDsptiotionoflheNaTy  board,  being  visited,  in  general,  weelily, 
by  thajunior  nrVeyor,  and  ocoMionaiiy  by  tbg  deputy  coup- 
trollep.  Tbereaideni  officers  are*  a  clerk  of  the  cheque,  a 
storekeeper,  a  master  shipwright  and  his  assistants,  a  clerk  of 
the  sorrey,  a  master  atteBdant.  «  surgeon^  8cc.  The  number 
of  artificers  and  labourers  employed  here  and  in  the  Arsenal; 
in  thetimtfof  war,  ie  not  less  than  6000,  and  in  time  of  peace, 
generally  fUm  1000  to  1600  hands. 

Between  di«  Dockyard  and  the  Royal  Arsenal  is  an  exten- 
sive-bailding,' eAwut  400  yards  in  length,  containing  a  rope- 
walk,  in  which  cables  of  all  dimensions  are  mads,  for  ihe 
service  of  th«  navy,  and  where  between  300  and  400  worknen 
are  constantly  employed. 

The  RoTAL  AAsenal  includes  nearly  sixty  acres,  upon 
which  are  nomerous  piles  of  buildings,  and  among  the  oldest, 
are  the  Fouudery  and  the  )at«  Military  academy,  which  were 
erected  in  '17)d.  There  are  three  furnaces  in  the  foundery, 
and  a  machine  for  boring- cannon.  The  largest  furnace  will 
melt  about  seventeen  tonsof  metal  at  one  time;  the  period 
requisite  for  the  performance  of  the  operation  of  boring  is 
according  to  the  size  of  the  pieces  a  tweUe-pounder  taking 
about  five  days.  In  another  qnadrangular  range  of  buildiagsj 
near  the  foundery,  ar*  twa  other  boring  machines,  and  vari- 
ous lOe,  after  being'  proved,  ar« 
fini  «  alone  are  made  here.  The 
foa  au 'inspector,  a  ouster  foun<- 
der 

I  1  the  Laborataty,  where  fire*' 

W01  of  the  navy  and  army,  ara 

mai  ladoes,  &c.  charged.  .  This 

de|  comptroller,  a  chief  master, 

twc  an  inspector  <^f  gunpowder, 

aac  IdiogB  in  the  Arsenal  coDsist 

of  and  workshops,  in  one  of 

wbi  I  erected,  worked  by  a  small 

stai  f  the  Arsenal  are,  a  clerk  of 

tha         ,  ,    a  Btorekee^r,  &c. 

.    Th«  New  Military  Acadeht  is  situated  About  a  mile 
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southward  from  the  town,  on  the  uppar  put  of  Woolwich 
cominon.  It  is  built  in  the  castellated  form,  after  the  design 
of  —  Wyatrille,  esq.,  and  consists,  in  front,  of  a  centre  and 
two  wings,  united  by  a  corridore,  with  a  range  of  buildiBg 
behind,  containing  the  hall,  servants*  offices,  &c.  The  centre 
forms  a  quadrangle,  with  octagonal  towers  at  the  angles,  and 
contains  the  teaching  rooms,  which  are  four  in  number,  the 
deaks  of  the  tutors  being  situated  in  the  lowers.  The  apart- 
ments for  the  cadets  and  chief  officers  are  in  the  wings;  the 
whole  edifice  is  embattled,  and  built  with  brick  whitened  over: 
its  length  is  somewhat  more  than  200  yards;  the  entire 
expense  of  this  building  having  been  estimated  at  no  less  than 
£150,000. 

The  number  of  pupils,  called  cadeUi,  amounts  to  about  300. 
The'Academy  is  under  the  direction  of  the  master  general  and 
board  of  Ordance  for  the  time  being,  a  lieutensnt  governor,  an 
inspector,  a  professor  of  mathematics,  and  three  masters; 
there  are  also  professors  of  chemistry  and  forti&cation,  and 
two  other  masters;  two  teachers  of  arithmetic,  two  of  French, 
three  drawing  masters,  dancing  and  fencing  masters,  and  others. 
The  master  general  of  the  Ordnance  is  always  captain  of  the 
Cadets'  company. 

The  cadets  are  all  young  gentlemen  of  respectable  families, 
and  on  the  completion  of  their  studies,  are  regularly  commis- 
sioned either  in  the  artillery  or  engiueer' service.  They  must 
be  at  least  four  feet  nine  inches  high  when  admitted,  and  be 
qualified  to  pass  aa  examination  in  the  Latin  grammar,  and  in 
arithmetic,  as  far  as  vulgar  fractions.  Their  age  must  not 
exceed  sixteen,  nor  he  under  fourteen.  They  receive  pay  im- 
mediately, to  the  amount  of  £45  12  6  annually,  which  is  cod- 
aidered  sufficient  to  supply  every  necessary  article,  with  the 
exception  of  linen. 

The  principal  front  of  the  Artill^by  Babbacks  com- 
prises an  extent  of  more  than  400  yards;  it  consists  of  six 
ranges  of  brick  buildings,  united  by  a  central  structure  of 
stone,  ornamented  with  Doric  columns  in  front,  with  the  roysl 
arms  and  military  trophies  above;  while  four  lower  buildings 
fill  up  the  division  between  each  range.  The  latter  contain  a 
library  and  bookroom  for  the  officers,  mess  and  guard  rooms, 
and  a  chapel,  capable  of  containing  1000  persons.    At  a  short 
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distance  from  the  bflck  part  of  the  chapel  is  a  new  Siditig 
Sciool,  erected  of  brick,  from  the  design  of  —  Wyatville, 
esq.,  on  the  model  of  an  ancient  temple-  It  presents  a  very 
grand  appearance,  and  is,  in  length,  about  fifty  yards,  and  in 
breadth,  twenty-one. 

The  regiment  of  artillery  consists  of  nine  battalions,  whereof 
about  2000  men  are  stationed  at  Woolwich. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  barracks  are  the  Military  Hospitals, 
the  largest  of  which  has  been  lately  erected,  with  accommoda- 
tions for  the  reception  of  700  men.  There  are  several  detached 
baildings  for  the  use  of  the  artillery,  erected  on  various  parts 
of  the  common ;  also  a  new  guardhouse,  a  veterinary  hospi- 
tal, and,  on  the  west  side  of  the  barracks,  is  a  piece  of  water, 
where  experiments  with  gun-boats  are  occasionally  made.  A 
new  road  from  this  quarter,  towards  Charlton,  has  been  lately 
opened. 

Id  addition  to  the  public  buildings  already  noticed,  may  be 
mentioned  the  marine  barracks,  an  infirmary  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  marines  requiring  medical  assistance,  and  a  grand 
dep6t  for  military  stores;  all  of  which  have  been  erected 
witbio  the  last  few  years. 

The  whole  military,  as  well  as  civil  establishments  at 
Woolwich,  are  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  the  master 
gfloeral  and  board  of  Ordnance. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  15S9,  Queen  Elizabeth  honoured  this 
place  with  her  presence  at  the  launching  of  a  fine  ship,  called, 
after  her,  the  Elizabeth.  In  1637,  the  Royal  Sovereign  was 
built  in  this  dock,  a  ship  which  was  the  glory  of  the  nation 
and  the  wonder  of  the  world.  She  was  of  1637  tons  burden, 
besides  tonnage,  128  feet  long,  and  48  broad ;  from  the  fore  end 
of  the  beak  head  to  the  after  end  of  the  stern  152  feet,  and  from 
tbe  bottom  of  the  keel  to  the  top  of  the  lantern  76  feet.  She 
bad  five  lanterns,  the  largest  of  which  would  bold  ten  per- 
sons upright,  three  flush  decks,  a  forecastle,  half-deck,  quarter- 
deck, and  round  bouse.  The  lower  tier  had  60  ports,  the 
middle  30,  tbe  third  26,  the  forecastle  twelve,  half-deck  14, 
and  as  many  more  within,  besides  10  pieces  of  chase  ordnance 
forward,  and  10  right  aft,  with  many  loopholes  io  the  cabin  for 
mosketa,  and  U  anchors,  one  of  which  weighed  4400  pounds. 
Hiib  royal  ship  was  curiously  carved  and  gilt,  and  tbe  Dutch, 
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from  ths  tltughter  and  havock<b«r  oacuwo  nttdo  uiit}i^ 4h«inj 
gave  her  rhe  name  of  the  Golden  Devil;  •  description  of  dut 
ship  v&s  published  by  authority,  at  London,  in  qoarto,  in  1637, 
byT.  Haywood,  the  celebrated  actor,  who  ma  employed  id 
forming  the  emblematical  devices  which  adorned  her. 

The  Gkavel  pjtb  at  Woolwich  have  beeo  for  many  yean 
a  common  place  for  rimpUng  among  the  apotbecarie*  and  drog- 
gists  of,  I^ndon; '    - 

In  the  reign  of  Bdward  the  Coofeasor,  he  confirmed  the  gift 
of  Etbruda,  King  Alfred'ii  niecei.  of'  the  .manor  of  Lewiaham, 
and  it»  appendages,  to.  the  abbey  of  St.  Peter,  of  Gbenii  ia 
Flanders,  mjade  iit^  1044.  fTujeioic  being  mentioned  m  one  of 
tbemi  as  belonging  to  that  manor;  but  lb«  BMooeeduig  granU 
relating  to  Lewisham  manor  make  no  mention lof  this  place; 
and  in  the  7th  of  Edward  I.,  the  .king  was  lord  of£Itbam  and 
Woolwich. 

The  MANOR  OP  Woolwich,  which  ia  consxtewim  with  the 
parish,  has  for  many  years  bean  eMeetned  a>  memberfof  the 
manor  pf  .Eltham,  though  it  holds  a: separate  oaauiv  Itaiinfja 
«e.p»rate  jury  and  homage.  That  it  has  beenaateemedB  mcM* 
her  of  (hat  manor  for  some  time  is  Avident,  fmoi  die  rarrcj 
taken,  id  1649^  by  thebuitees.sppointedby.Pwlianent  ferthe 
said  otlbecRowntafida  of  themanop  of  Eltham,  and^itsitaea  ben 
iu  which  there  is  an  account  of  quii-reota  due  to  the  lonloftbal 
rreebpldtrs  within  the:iow«hi|()of 

purchased  a'SubsistiBg^.termof  A' 
iLwiob,  CharleaJI^  ia conatdersttaa 
m,  in  1663,  anemandilrngtrttrmvi 
IS  again  renewed)  and  this  maiiofv 
am,  passed  into  the  pomesSHiD  of 
Sir  /oho  Gregory  Shaw,  hart,,  u 
I  whom  this  inheritanesafleni'ardi 

..A  cQort-leet  add lOQunb-hacon  isbeldannUBlljiCDr  Uw  mSMir 
of:  W-ooMich,.diHinck>  from,  that  bf.^ham;  and  a  jury  and 
bftnegs  sworn  Md:oh«|g*d<»U-oifithciMaidaala  andntsMDto 
wilhia  Ibis  manorl  - .  •   . 

.,-  Tberf  lielBIt)fis^t«'h«[e^.  formerly  called  tbei  hahol  or 
9ou>B&LL^rfiUifl(wiBe(Wtiolmobj!«a  it  onecboreiht-iepota- 
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tion  of  a  manor,  and  was  styled  in  the  Fodary  books  of  this 
county,  the  manor  of  Wuhmie. 

In  the  survey  of  Domesday  it  is  described  under  the  general 
title  of  tfae  p<»se8sioD8  of  Haimo,viceeomes. 

Gilbert  de  Matiaco  held  it  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.,  and  assumed  tbe  name  of  De  Marisco,  from  the 
estate  which  he  enjoyed  in  tbe  marshes.  He  held  this  manor  of 
Warren  de  Monchensi,  baron  of  Swanscampe;  and  after  him, 
Sabina  de  Windletmre  possessed  it  about  the  7th  of  Ednard  II., 
being  held  of  the  barony  of  Moncbensi,  which  was  again  held 
of  the  king. 

The  next  in  succession  to  that  female  was  John  de  Pulteney, 
who  held  it  in  the  20th  year  of  the  same  reign,  in  a  similar 
manner  to  that  in  which  she  had  held  it. 

This  Sir  John  de  Pulteney,  bod  of  Adam,  and  Maud  his  wife, 
was  a  person  of  great  account,  having  been  four  times  lord 
mayor  of  London.  He  stood  high  in  the  favor  of  Edward  Ilf ., 
and  is  noticed  by  our  historians  for  his  piety,  wisdom,  large  pos- 
sessions, and  magnificent  style  of  living. 

Humphrey  de  Bohuro,  earl  of  Hereford,  in  the  21st  year  of 
that  reign,  conveyed  to  Sir  John  Pulteney,  among  other  pre- 
mises, his  interest  in  the  manor  of  Soathall,  in  Woolwich.  By 
the  inquisition  taken  after  his  death,  it  appears  that  he  died  pos- 
seased  of  this  manor,  and  that  WilUam  de  Pulteney  was  his  son 
and  heir.  Mai^aret,  his  widow,  survived  him,  and  afterwards 
married  Sir  Nicholas  I^vain. 

Sir  William  de  Pulteney,  the  eon,  by  his  deed,  dated  at 
Penshnrst,  in  the  36th  year  of  the  same  reign,  granted  to  John 
bishop  of  Worcester,  and  others,  in  trust,  this  manor  of  SouthalL 
Sir  William  de  Pulteney  died  without  issue  in  the  40th  year  of 
that  reign,  and  left  Robert  de  Pulteney,  his  kinsman,  heir,  who 
was  ancestor  of  the  late  eari  of  Batti. 

By  two  indentures,  in  the  48th  year  of  that  reign,  John, 
son  of  WilHam  Ravd,  in  pursuance  of  a  trust,  as  it  seems, 
created  by  the  above-mentioned  Sir  William  de  Pulteney,  con- 
firmed  this  manor  to  Sir  Nicholas  Lovain,  Aubrey  de  Vere,  and 
others. 

This  family  of  Pulteney,  which  bore  for  its  arms,  Urgent,  a 
fist  daHceitie,  guie$  in  lAUf,  thm  Impardi*  faces,  labk,  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  possessions  of  this  place,  in  the  reign  of  Richurd 
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II.,  by  Williftm  Chichele,  citizen  and  grocer,  of  London,  lliird 
son  of  Thomas  Cliichele,  by  Agnes,  daaghter  of  William 
Pynchion,  and  youngest  brother  of  Henry  Chichele,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury.  He  was  sfaeriff  of  Lcmdon  in  1409,  and  afler- 
wards  an  alderman,  and  dying  in  the  4th  of  Henry  Vi.,  was 
interred  in  the  parish  of  Higham  Ferrers.  He  married  Beatrice, 
daughter  of  William  Barrett,  esq. ,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
William  and  John,  and  two  daughters.  The  second  son,  John, 
who  had  this  manor,  was  a  citizen  and  chamberlain  of  London, 
and  married  Margery,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Knollys,  and  by 
her  had  twenty-four  children,  as  mentioned  before,  of  whom, 
Agnes,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  John  Tattersall,  esq.,  who 
brought  her  husband  this  manor.  Their  son,  John,  afterwards 
possessed  the  same,  and  alienated  it,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV., 
ta  a  Boughton,  of  Burwash  court,  in  the  adjoining  parish  of 
Plutnstead ;  in  which  family  it  remained  till  sold  to  one  Heydon. 
His  descendant.  Sir  Christopher  Heydon,  of  Baconsthorp.  in 
Norfolk,  possessed  it  in  the  15th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  alien- 
ated it  to  Sir  Nicholas  Gilbonme,  of  Cbaring.  who  was  sheriff 
of  Kent  in  the  9th  of  James  I.,  and  his  descendant,  Henry, 
■possessed  it  at  bis  death,  a.d.  1661. 

His  heirs  passed  away  this  estate,  abont  the  year  1701,  to 
-Richard  Bowater,  descended  from  those  of  Warwick,  at  which 
tine  >t  was  reputed  a  manor,  and  exempt  from  the  royal  maacr 
of  Woolwich ;  but  on  a  hearing  of  this  claim,  in  1702,  before 
the  lord  chief  baron  Ward,  and  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
they  decreed,  that  the  royal  manor  of  Eltham  extended  orer  all 
and  every  part  of  the  parish  of  Woolwich.  Upon  this,  Richard 
Bowater  agreed,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  to  pay  a  yearly  rent  to 
that  manor  for  this  estate,  of  which  his  descendant,  John  Bo- 
water, was  possessed  in  1777  ;  they  bore  for  their  arms,  ArgpU, 
an  acutcheon,  sable,  within  an  ork  (^martku,  gula. 

Themaiwrof  J^ryt,  in  this  parish,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  in  the  possession  of  Henry  Cheney,  and 
then  held  m  capite. 

Henry  VIII.,  in  his  Slat  year,  granted  to  Martin  Bowes  a 
large  messuage  in  Wolwyche,  to  hold  m  capite. 

Sir  Edward  Boughton,  in  the  37th  of  Henry  Vlll.,  conireyed 
to  that  king  two  parcels  of  land,  called  Bowton's  Cooks,  and 
two  parcels  called  Our  Lady  bill  and  Sand  bill,  in  this  parish. 
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The  monflstery  of  Stratford  Langthome,  in  the  parish  of 
Ham,  in  Essex,  was  possessed  of  lands  ia  this  parish,  (lying, 
most  probably,  contiguous  to  their  mansion,  in  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Kent  which  lies  on  the  Etux  side  of  the  Thames,) 
called  Wiklands,  the  tenths  of  which  were  given,  in  1155,  by 
William,  son  of  Henry  de  Eltham,  totbe  monastery  of  Bermond- 
ley,  in  Soutbwark. 

After  the  dissolntion  of  the  monastery  of  Stratford  Lang- 
tborne,  Henry  VIII.,  in  bis  3^  year,  granted  these  pastures, 
called  Wykland,  containing  fifty  acres,  in  Wolwych,  to  Roger 
Cfaomley,  to  hold  mcapite. 

It  appears  by  the  rolls  of  the  2&th  of  Elizabeth,  that  Francis 
Bacon  possessed  much  of  this  part  of  Woolwich  adjoining 
Essex,  lying  in  Woolwich  in  Kent,  and  in  East  and  West  Ham 
in  Essex. 

There  was  a  family  of  some  account  settled  in  this  parish, 
ftbout  the  latter  «nd  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  of  the  name  of 
Barnes,  or  Bame,  one  of  whom.  Sir  William,  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1696,  at  which  time,  observes  Mr.  Lambarde,.  per- 
sons only  of  the  highest  reputation  were  in  the  commissionvof 
that  office.  He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Man- 
wood,  of  St.  Stteph ens,  near  Canterbury,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
bore  for  his  arms.  Azure,  three  leopards*  faces,  argent. 

This  parish  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of 
the  (fiocaeof  Rochester  and  deanery  oi  I>ertford^  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  was  given,  with  the  whole  tithes,  to  St. 
Andrew  Gnndulph,  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  the  monks  there» 
by  Henry  I. ;  and  he  afterwards,  by  charter,  confirmed  them 
in  the  possession  of  the  same. 

Bisliop  Gundulph,  after  having  separated  his  own  mainte- 
nance from  that  of  the  monks,  assigned  them  this  church, 
amoDg  others,  for  their  support,  and  granted  also  the  free  dis- 
position of  the  vicarage.  The  church  was  confirmed  to  the 
priory  of  Rochester  by  archbishop  Anselm,  as  well  as  Henry  II. 
Bishop  Gilbert  de  QIanville,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  under 
pretence  that  his  predecessor  had  impoverished  the  see  by  too 
large  donations  to  the  priory,  divested  them  of  all  right  and 
Utla  to  the  same ;  he,  however,  reserved  and  confirmed  to  them 
their   ancient  and  accustomed   pension  of   7s.,  yearly,  to  be 
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received  oat  of  the  profits  arisiug  from  the  aame ;  wbidi  wu 
confiraied  by  seTeral  of  the  suoceediDg  bishops  of  Rochester. 

The  fiaast  of  the  dsdieation  of  this  puiah  churob  havii^ 
been  for  a  long  time  held  on  the  Tigil  or  ere  of  St.  LsorenBc, 
which  happened  id  the  antunn,  to  be  a  day  of  bating  and 
abstinence,  it  could  not  be  celebrated  with  the  requisite  revet* 
ence,  and  in  consequence,  John  Langdon,  bishop  of  Rochester, 
transferred  the  (eaat  to  the  6th  of  October;  since  which,  the 
patronage  of  this  church  has  continued  part  of  the  posseuioos 
of  the  bishopric  of  Rochester. 

At  the  dissolution  of  the  priory,  ander  Henry  VIII.,  ttie  p^ 
si<Kt  of  7a.  from  the  church  of  Woolwich  pasaed;  witii  the  net 
o(  the  revenues  of  the  prioiy  of  St.  Andrew's,  into  the  hands 
of  the  king,  who,  the  ensuing  year,  settled  it  on  fais  new  erected 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochester.  The  church  was  anciently 
valaed  at  ten  marks,  and  afterwards  estimated  in  Uie  kit^s 
boohs  at  £7  12  6.  the  yearly  tenths  being  ISs.  3d. 

By  the  Commuion  of  Inqtnry,  it  was  returned  that  Woolwiob 
was  a  parsonage,  worth  £55  per  annum.  William  Preve,  rector, 
who  died  in  1464,  bnilt  the  chapel  and  bell  tower  to  this  eharch, 
and  proved,  besides,  a  great  benefactor  to  the  same. 

This  church  falling  to  decay,  and  being  much  too  amall  to 
contain  the  inhabitants  attending  divine  service,  they  obtained 
of  Qneen  Anne  her  letters  patent,  by  virtue  of  which,  the  sum 
of  £1141  II  3  was  collected  from  charitable  coniribatjoos,  for 
repairing  the  same ;  and  Dr.  Lindsay,  lord  primate  of  Ireland, 
gave  £380  14  8  for  a  similar  purpose.  It  being,  however, 
foand,  upon  a  survey,  that  the  edifice  was  incapable  of  repara- 
tion, or  being  sufficiently  enlarged  to  answer  the  above  purposes, 
the  inhabitants  determined  that  the  fabric  should  be  rebuilt, 
and  in  17S6,  a  piece  of  ground  was  purchased  fw  the  site  of  a 
new  church.  As  the  parishioners  themselves  were  unaUe  to 
raise  a  su£Scient  sum  of  money  towards  its  completion,  an  Act , 
was  passed  in  the  5tb  of  George  II.  for  rebuilding  this  church,  u 
one  of  the  fifty  new  slructurea  directed  to  be  raised  by  the  two 
Acts  of  Queen  Anne;  when  it  was  ordered,  that  the  sum  of 
£3000  should  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  those 
Acts.  In  the  12th  year  of  the  same  reign>  anoUier  Act  passed 
for  applying  a  sum  of  money,  given  by  the  will  of  Daniel 
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WiwniaD,  nq.,  for  finiahing  the  new  chorch  at  Wooltrich,  and 
accordingly,  a  new  ed^ia  was  raised,  which  atanda  on  an  emi- 
nence above  the  town.  It  is  a  handsome  brick  buildtng,  orna- 
mented with  stone,  having  a  equars  tower  or  steeple  at  the  west 
end,  with  a  good  pea)  of  bells. 

In  tbit  church,  on  the  touih  «de  of  the  chaned,  is  a  handsome 
monnment  for  Daniel  Wiseman,  esq.,  abore  mentioned  &b  a 
liberal  benefactor,  who  lie*  interred  in  this  cbnrch  yard,  obiit 
1739,  ntat.  sixty-five;  there  are  no  other  eepnlchral  memoriala 
worthy  of  record. 

Among  the  charitable  inatilotiona  at  this  place,  are  an  alms- 
honse  and  two  •chonls.  The  former  was  founded  for  five  poor 
widows,  previons  to  the  year  1662,  by  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  and 
endowed  with  lands  and  tenements,  which  now  yield  to  this 
dbaitty  Aout  ^6  yearly,  beeidei  coals  and  some  other  articles. 
The  latter  was  built  and  endowed  from  a  beqant  made  by  Mr*. 
Anne  Withers,  in  1758,  of  £100  in  money,  and  £1100  old  SoeUi 
Sea  Mmuitiaa.  for  the  porpote  of  teaching  thirty  poor  giris  to 
rend  and  work  with  the  needle.  The  other  school  waa  fbundad 
undo-  the  will  of  Mrs.  Mary  Wiaeman,  who,  in  I7&S,  left  £1000 
old  South  Sea  annuities,  for  the  educating,  clothing,  and  ap- 
prenticing, six  poor  orphan  boys,  sons  of  shipwrighta  who  have 
aenred  their  apprentioeabip  in  the  Dockyard.  The  original 
endowment  baa  been  augmented,  by  vesting  some  part  of  the 
interest  in  the  ftinds,  so  that  there  are  now  eight  beys  ip  thia 
establishment. 

In  1621  there  were  2520  dwellings  in  the  parishof  Woolwichj 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  population 
waa  taken  by  ordff  of  Parjiamant,  the  numbers  of  inhabitants 
wen  as  foUow :  males  7606,  females  94^,  making  a  biHal  {^ 
17,006  souls. 

Chablton  lies  on  the  b^nks  of  the  Thames,  and  was  anci- 
ently written  Cwrletam,  that  is.  (Ae  town  of  haboMiamt  Catri, 
in  S^zon,  ngnifying  an  ktuban^maa,  or  Churl,  as  ft  wM  tenaed 
in  M  English.  It  ta  usually  called  CkarUm  near  Greemmci, 
to  distiagQieh  it  from  the  oiher  parish  of  tiie  same  name  near 
Dov«r. 

Cbabltom  is  a  plaaawt  well-bnilt  village;  and  about  tw« 
mitea  distMftt  fVom  Woolwich  is  Charlton  bouse,  late  the  reiiF 
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resemble  those  hand  at  Touts,  in  Prance,  and  Hordwetl  Cliff, 
in  Hampehire,  some  being  impregnated  with  mundic. 

The  marshes,  at  the  extremity  or  whioh  is  the  Thames,  bound 
the  north-west  of  this  parish;  the  village  is  on  the  upland, 
nearly  in  the  centre,  having  the  church  at  the  east  end.  Charl- 
toD  common  joins  the  high  London  road,  to  Shooters  hill,  on 
the  other  side  of  which,  etill  farther  southward,  is'the  hamlet 
of  Kid  brook. 

The  market,  granted  by  Henry  III.,  aa  well  as  a  fair,  was 
mentioned  by  Philipott,  in  1669,  as  not  long  discontinued,  but 
the  fair,  he  adds,  had  been  long  given  up.  In  the  room  of 
the  latter,  there  is  a  fair  held  at  this  place  annually,  on  St. 
Luke's  day,  October  18,  called  Horn  fair,  at  which  are  sold 
rams'  horns,  and  all  sorts  of  toys  made  of  born.  This  fair  is 
composed  of  a  riotous  mob  of  people,  who,  after  a  printed  sum- 
mons, seat  through  the  several  towns  and  country  round  about, 
meet  at  Cuckold's  point,  near  Deptford,  and  march  thence, 
in  procession,  through  that  town  and  Greenwich,  to  Charlton, 
with  horns,  of  various  kinds,  upon  their  heads.  This  assembly 
was  formerly  infamous  for  rudeness  and  obscenity,  but  is  now 
kept  in  order  by  the  constables.  Of  this  fair,  vulgar  tradition 
records  the  following  origin  :  that  King  John,  or  some  other  of 
oar  monarchs,  being  at  the  palace  of  Eltham,  and  having  been 
out  upon  a  hunting  party,  rambled  from  his  company  to  this 
place,  then  a  meun  hamlet,  when,  entering  a  hovel,  he  was 
■truck  with  the  beauty  of  its  mistress,  whom  he  found  alone. 
The  husband  suddenly  returning,  surprised  them  together,  and 
tJireatening  to  kit]  them  both,  the  king  was  obliged  to  discover 
hinuelf,  and  compound  for  their  safety  by  a  purse  of  gold,  and  a 
grant  of  the  land  from  this  place  to  Cuckold's  point,  besides 
making  the  husband  master  of  that  part  of  the  hamlet.  It  is 
added  that,  in  memory  -  of  this  grant,  and  the  occasion  of  it,  a 
fair  was  established  for  the  sate  of  Kerns,  and  all  sorts  of  goods 
made  of  that  material.  A  sermoa  is  preached  at  Charlloa 
cbarch,  on  the  fair  day. 

East  Combe,  near  Charlton,  is  occupied  by  the  countess  of 
Buckingham ;  it  was  erected,  some  twenty  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  by  her  ladyship.  The 
dweUing  is  a  handsome  commodious  edifice,  commanding  the 
moat  enchanting  prospect  possible. 
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Between  Eaatcombe  «nd  Westcoitibe,  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  ia  Woodlftnds,  the  beautiful  seat  ot  John  JaliuB  Angei- 
stein,  who  laid  out  the  grouods,  aod  erected  the  maDsion 
about  the  year  1772.  The  house  is  a  handsome  Btracture, 
elegantly  fitted  up,  and  contuns  a  small  but  well  chosen 
collection  of  pictures.  Among  them  is  the  celebrated  portnit, 
by  Sir  Josliua  Reynolds,  of  Garrick,  between  tr^edy  and 
comedy;  the  Venus  and  a  boy  piping,  by  the  same  artist;  a  beau- 
tiful landscape,  by  Cuyp ;  and  a  fine  painting  of  Rubans,  by 
Vandyck.  The  grounds  are  remarkably  pleasant,  and  the  pros- 
pect thence  of  the  river  and  adjacent  parts  of  Essex  and 
Keut,  very  fine.  The  Bt^anie  gariden  is  said  to  contain  one  of 
the  most  extensive  collection  of  curious  plants  and  heaths  in 
the  kingdom. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  this  place  was 
esteemed  as  too  manor*,  and  granted,  after  the  Conquest,  by 
King  William,  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeux ;  uodAr  the  general 
title  of  whose  lands  it  was  entered  in  the  record  of  Domesday. 

This  place  afterwards  passed  into  the  possession  of  Robert 
Bloett,  bishop  of  London,  the  king's  chancellor,  and  was  given 
by  him,  in  the  6th  of  William  Rufus,  to  the  monastery  of  St. 
Saviour,  of  Bermondsey,  near  Soutbwark.  Henry  III.,  in  his 
63d  year,  granted  to  the  prior  of  Bermondsey,  a  market,  to  be 
held  at  this  manor  weekly,  and  a  ftAr,  for  three  days,  annoally ; 
in  which  situation  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  Henry  V[I[., 
when  being  surrendered  to  the  king,  this  manor  devolved  to 
the  crown,  by  the  Act  passed  in  the  Slst  year  of  that  reign. 

Queen  Mary,  in  her  5th  year,  granted  this  manor  to  Thomas 
White,  Roger  Martyn,  and  William  Blackwell,  to  hold,  with 
other  premises,  in  agtite,  by  the  service  of  a  Fortieth  part  of  a 
knight's  fee,  and  was  afterwards  granted  by  Elisabeth,  in  her 
5tb  year,  to  lady  Anne  Porre.  King  James  I.  granted  it  to 
Sir  Adam  Newton,  hart.,  and  tutorto  Prince  Henry,  prince  of 
Wales,  bis  eldest  son,  who  built  a  noble  manor-honse,  in  the 
Gothic  style.  He  died  in  1629,  having  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Puckering,  lord  keeper,  by  whom  be 
left  one  son,  Henry,  his  successor  in  title  and  estate.  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  two  coats  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  Az^re. 
two  ottrich  feat^rs,  ia «iA>er,(being  an  augmentation,  as  servant 
to  the  prince  of  Wales.)  between  three  hoarf  head*  cmtped,  argeat^ 
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Itmgued  and  tuiked,  or,  by  the  oame  of  Newton ;  Becond  and 
third,  table,  a  bend,  faaU  cotised,  argent,  by  the  name  of 
Packering. 

Sir  Henry  Newton,  barl.,  on  the  death  o(  hia  uncle.  Sir 
Thomas  Puckering,  bart.,  in  1636,  and  of  Jane,  his  only  daugh* 
ter,  (who  was,  against  her  will,  seized  upon  in  Greenwich  park, 
and  carried  to  Dunkirk,  by  one  Joseph  Welah,  who  reported 
she  was  married  to  him,  but  died  without  issue,)  became,  by 
deed  of  settlement,  heir  to  a  good  estate,  in  Warwickshire  and 
elsewhere,  who  removedto  his  uncle's  seat,  the  priory,  at  War- 
wick, and  took  tlie  name  of  Puckering,  being  afterwards  styled 
Sir  Henry  Puckering,  hart,,  otherwise  Newton.  He  was  a 
great  royalist,  and  consequently  suffered  much  by  sequestra- 
tion and  other  oppressions,  ineomuch  that  he  was  compelled 
to  sell  this  manor  to  Sir  William  Ducie,  hart,  of  Tortworth,  in 
Qloucestershire,  second  son  of  Sir  Kobert  Ducie,  hart,  and 
alderman  of  London. 

Sir  William  Ducie,  hart,  was  one  of  the  knights  of  the  Bath 
at  the  coronation  of  Charles  ![.,  by  whom  he  was  created 
viscount  Downe,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  died  with- 
out issue,  at  his  manor-house  here,  in  1697,  and  was  interred 
at  Tortworth,  above  mentioned.  His  executors  sold  this  manor 
to  Sir  William  Langhorne,  bart,,  an  East  ladia  merchant,  who 
died  without  issue  in  1714,  and  lies  buried  in  this  oburcht 
On  his  death,  it  went  to  his  nephew  and  heir,  Sir  John  Con- 
yera,  hart.,  son  of  Sir  Christopher  Conyers,  hart.,  by  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  William  Langhom,  of  Lon- 
don, aod  sister  of  Sir  William,  before  mentioned.  He  bore 
for  bis  arms.  Sable,  a  cross,  argent,  on  a  chief  of  the  second,  three 
bugle  Jtoms  table,  ttnnged  gulet. 

This  family  was  originally  written  Cotgnert,  so  called  from  a 
place  of  that  name  in  Prance ;  Roger  de  Coigners  arrived  in 
England  towards  tha  end  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, to  whom  the  bishop  of  Durham  (William  de 
Kaerlepho,)  abbot  of  St.  Vincent,  in  Normandy,  gave  (he 
constablesbip  of  Durham. 

Hia  grandson,  Sir  John  Conyers,  bart.,  son  of  Sir  Baldwin, 
dying  without  issue  male,  the  manor  of  Charlton  went  by 
entail,  first,  to  William  Langhorne  Games,  who  dying  likewise 
without  issue  male,  it  then  passed  to  the  Rev.  John  Muryon, 
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of  Essex,  who  left  it  by  will  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mai^retta 
Maria  Maryon,  in  tail  general.  She  carried  it  in  marriage, 
6rBt,  to  John  Badger  Weller,  esq.  of  HorDchurch,  in  Essex, 
by  whom  she  had  an  only  daughter,  Ma^aretta  EKzabetb,  and 
on  his  death,  she  married  John  Jones,  esq..  Who  in  her  ri^bt 
was  possesaed  of  it ;  but  after  her  death,  it  beoame  vested  in 
her  daughter,  by  her  first  huaband,  married  to  SirThOBoas 
Spencer  Wilson,  bart.,  of  East  Bourne,  in  Stassex,  late  one  of 
the  members  for  that  coonty. 

The  manot''houBe,  bnilt  by  Sir  Adam  NeWton,  before  men- 
tioned, stands  attheentreneeof  the  village;  before  the  court- 
yard of  which  JB  a  long  row  of  cypress  trees  that  Mem  of 
great  antiqaity,  being  perhaps  the  oldest  in  England. 

WsiCK  LESH  A  RSH  Hes  adjoining  the  southern  siUe  of  Black- 
heath,  and  in  early  times  was  of  some  account,  as  appears  by 
the  survey  of  Domesday,  in  which  it  is  mentioned  as  having 
been,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  in  the  possesaion 
of  one  Ausohil.  At  the  period  of  the  surrey,  a.d.  1080,  it 
was  part  of  ihe  possessions  of  Odo  bishop  of  'Bayenx,  under 
the  general  title  of  whose  lands  it  was  accordingly  entered  in 
the  record  of  Domesday. 

After  that  period  for  a  length  of  time,  we  find  no  mention  of 
this  estate,  wiiich  was  next  Tested  in  the  family  of  the  Vere's, 
earls  of  Oxford,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Vere,  third  son  of  John 
earl  of  Oxford,  died  at  his  boose,  at  Wrickfesmarsh,  in  1598, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church.  After  his  demise,  it  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Oarway,  of  London,  who 
conveyed  it  to  his  son  in  law,  Edward  Blount,  esq.  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  London,  who  di^  tiotding  the -property  in 
1617,  and  was  interred  in  this  chuVeh.  His  yt^igtee  ta  in  tike 
heraldic  visitation  of  Kent,  taken  in  1619,  wherein  be  slanda 
recorded  as  a  descendant  of  a  Shropshire  family. 

At  the  letter  end  of  the  last  centaty,  tiiis  property  was  in 
the  possession  of  Sir  John  Morden,  bart.,  founderof  Mortoi 
flotlege,  who  dying  in  1708,  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  his 
own  college.  By  his  will,  he  left  bis  nmAsion-honse,  called 
WiicklesoKireb,  with  its  appurtenances,  end  as  mbny  kcrea  of 
land  adjoining  as  amounted  to  the  yeariy  vblijfi'of  £100,  to 
his  wife,  dame  Susan  Morden,  for  life,  and  afterwards,  accord- 
ing to  the  disposition  of  the  property  in  his  will.    Acco^it^ly, 
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soo0«fter  lady  MQiden's  death,  in  I72L,  jt  was  sold  to  Sir  . 
Gr^ory  Page,  bart.,  of  Greenwich,  who  eiected  a  noble  and 
magnificept  edifice  of  stone,  in  the  modern  taste,  being  one  of 
the  finest  seats  in  England,  belonging  ^o  a  private  genUemao, 
and  much  admired  for  its  charming  sitaation  and  excellent 
air.  It  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  park,  with  a  large  piece  of 
water  in  front,  on  a  beautiful  rise,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
rrom<  tbe  heath,  which  from  the  pales  of  the  park  again  rises 
to  the  London  road,  running  parallel  with  it  at  the  same 
distance. 

Sir  Gregory  Page  was  the  son  of  Sir  Gregory  Page,  bart. 
of  Greenwich,  who  was  advanced  to  that  title,  December  3,  in 
tbe  1st  of  George  I.  Sir  iBre^ory,  tbe  faiber,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Trotman,  of  London,  and  died  in 
1720,  leaving  two  sons,  Sir  Gregory,  his  successor  in  title,  and 
Thomas  Page,  esq.  of  Battesden,  in  Bedfordshire,  who  left  no 
iesae ;  and  two  danghters,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary,  married 
Sir  Edward  Turner,  bart.  of  Ambrosden,  in  Oxfordshire.  By 
him  she  had  one  son,  Edward ;  and  her  youngest  daughter, 
Sophia,  was  the  first  wife  of  Lewis  Way,  esq.  of  Richmond, 
by  whom  she  had  Benjamin  Way,  esq.  of  Denham,  in  Buckr- 
ioghamshire ;  lady  Page  died  in  1729,  and  was  interred  in  a 
vault  in  Bui^ill  fields. 

Sir  Gregory  Page,  the  son,  married  Martha,  third  daughter 
of  Robert  Kenward,  esq.  of  Yalding,  who  died  in  1767,  witJi- 
out  issue,  as  did  Sir  Gwgory,  in  1775,  who  was  buried,  acoord- 
ii^.toluB  will,  in  the  family  vault,  at  East  Greenwich,  to  the 
poor  of  which  parish  he  left  a  large  benefaction,  as  well  a» 
other  considerable  legacies  in  charities  elsewhere ;  he  bore  for 
his  arms,  Awre,  a  fea  indented,  bettaten  tkret  martlebt  or.  By 
hia  will  he  devised  this  seat,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  his  estate 
in  this  county,  to  his  great  nephew.  Sir  Gregory  Turner,  of 
Ambrosden,  in  Oxfordshire,  in  tail  male,  who  afterwards 
assumed  the  name  of  P^e.  This  family  of  the  Turnei^s  was 
originally  of  Leicestershire;  one  of  whom,  Edward  Turner, 
esq.,  was  made  a  baronet  in  the  7th  of  George  II.,  leaving  by 
Mary,  one  of  the  sistera  of  the  late  Sir  Gregory  Page,  as  above 
mentioned,  a  son,  Edward,  who  succeeded  him  in  title  and 
eatate,  and  two  daughters,  Elizabeth,  afterwards  dowager  vis- 
countess Say  and  Sele,  and  Cassandra,  married  to  Edward  lord 


^niized  by  Google 


68*  IU3T0RY  OF  THE 

Hawke.  Sir  Edward,  the  son,  married  Cassandra,  daoghterof 
William  Leigh,  esq,  of  Adlestrop,  ia  Gloucestershire,  by  whom 
he  had  Sir  Gregory  Turner  Page,  bart.,.wlth  two  other  song, 
and  two  daughters.  This  estate  having  thus  passed  iutothe 
posseasion,  of  Sir  Gregory  Turner  Page,  barl.,  be  oblaiaed  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  in  1781,  for  the  sate  of  the  esutes  of  Sir 
Gregory  Page,  hart.,  and  in  consequence,  the  mansion,  in  1783, 
'with  the  park  and  adjoining  enclosures,  were  sold,  for  £22,550, 
to  John  Calor,  esq.  of  Beckenham,  who  nearly  pulled  it  dowo. 
He  also  dismantled  the  park,  and  sold  it,  in  portions,  to  dif- 
ferent persons,  who  have  built  a  namber  of  genteel  mansioes 
on  the  north-west  vei^  of  the  property,  near  the  road,  in  the 
direction  of  Lee  and  Eltham. 

MoRDEN  COLLBOE  Stands  adjoining  Btackheath,  a  little  to 
the  eastward  of  Sir  Gregory  Turner's  late  park,  and  was  so 
named  from  its  founder.  Sir  John  Morden,  of  Wricklesmarsli, 
before  mentioned,  a  Turkey  merchant,  who  amassed  a  large 
fortune  at  Aleppo.  Several  years  previous  to  his  death,  he 
erected  this  building  in  form  of  a  college,  not  far  from  his  owa 
habitation,  for  the  support  of  poor  honest  decayed  mercbuib, 
for  whose  relief  ther«  had  previously  existed  no  institatios  of 
tbe  kind;  and  this  college  may  now,  from  its  situation  and 
ample  endowment,  be  said  to  rank  one  of  tbe  most  comfort- 
able retreats,  for  the  aged  and  unfortunate,  that  any  cbsntT 
affords  in  this  kingdom.  The  college  consists  of  a  large  brick 
building,  with  two  small  wings,  strengthened  at  the  comera 
with  stone,  having  an  inward  square,  surrounded  with  piazza!, 
and  a  chapel  and  burial-place  adjoining,  for  tbe  members  of 
the  college.  The  founder,  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  will, 
was  buried  in  a  vault  within  this  chapel,  under  the  altar. 

Sir  John  Morden  died  in  1708,  and  by  bis  testamentsi} 
paper,  in  1702,  aod  a  codicil,  subsequently  executed,  endowed 
this  college,  after  his  lady's  decease,  with  a  considerable  real, 
oopyhold,  and  personal  estate,  to  the  value  of  about  £1300 per 
annum. 

Tbe  founder  of  this  most  munificent  charity  placed  tbeteis 
twelve  decayed  merchants  during  his  life,  but  after  his  decease, 
lady  Morden  finding  the  share  allotted  her  by  her  husband's 
will  was  insufficient  for  her  decent  support,  some  parts  of  ibe 
estate  not  answering  so  well  as  bad  been  expected,  she  «v 
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oblifred  to  reduce  the  number  to  four.  On  that  lady's  death, 
in  1721,  the  whole  estate  devolving  to  the  collef^e,  the  number 
of  inmates  was  again  increased,  so  that  there  have  been,  at 
times,  thirty  poor  (rentlemen  dependent  on  this  institution, 
and  the  number  not  being  limited,  it  is  intended  to  be  increased 
according  to  the  proceeds  of  the  estate,  as  the  building  will 
conveniently  hold  forty. 

Sir  John  Morden  appointed,  by  his  will,  lady  Morden  his 
executrix,  and  three  others,  TurVey  merchants,  trustees  of  the 
estate,  settled  for  this  purpose,  who  were  to  be  sole  managers 
and  visitors  of  this  college,  as  they  should  see  occasion.  The 
first  trustees,  upon  the  decease  of  any  of  the  others,  were  to 
choose  and  nominate  successors,  to  the  number  of  seven,  all 
io  be  Turkey  merchants;  and  if  at  any  time,  thenceforth, 
there  should  be  a  failure  in  the  Turkey  company,  then  the 
election  was  to  be  made  out  of  the  East  India  Company,  of 
which,  the  founder  was  also' a  member. 

Seven  Turkey  merchants  afterwards  had  the  direction  of  this 
college  and  the  nomination  of  the  persona  admitted  into  the 
«stabli8hment. 

The  pensioners  bare  each  £20  a  year,  and  at  first,  wore 
fiowns  with  the  badge  of  the  founder,  but  this  has  long  been 
discontinued.  They  have  a  common  table,  where  they  take 
their  meals  together;  and  each  has  a  convenient  apartment, 
with  a  cellar;  the  treasurer,  chaplain,  and  pensioners  being 
obliged  to  reside  in  the  college,  nor  can  a  pensioner  be  ad- 
mitted who  does  not  bring  a  certificate,  to  prove  that  he  is 
upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 

In  1771,  an  Act  passed  to  compromise  the  disputes  between 
the  king  and  the  trustees  of  this  college,  concerning  the  pro- 
perty of  Maidenstone  bill,  in  Greenwich,  claimed  by  them, 
but  given  up.  as  belonging  to  the  royal  manor  of  Greenwich; 
in  which  Act  there  is  a  clause  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
treasurer  and  chaplain  of  the  hospital,  not  exceeding  £50  per 
annum,  and  the  pension  of  each  poor  merchant,  not  exceeding 
£40,  notwithstanding  Sir  John  Morden's  will  had  limited  the 
treasurer's  salary  to  £40,  the  chaplain's  to  £30,  and  that  of 
each  pensioner  to  £20,  which,  by  a  codicil,  was  reduced 
to  £16. 

Sir  Gregory  Page,  who  died  in  1776,  devised,  by  his  will, 
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£300,  n»*iirdt  tbs  repairing  and  oraamcntii^  the  «b«p«I  of 

thin  college. 

The  marshes  Id  this  parish,  calisd  ChfliltOD  level,  coailaiD 
146  acres,  the  whole  of  which  beloDge4  to  Sir  HenryPnckei^ 
ing,  hartal  excepting  twentyrtwo  aores,  tthich  were  the  prOpei^ 
of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Westatiiister  aod  Henry  Gilboume, 
esq.,  the  whole  being  within  that  comimtmoH  of  tevxr*  wbioli 
exUnda  from  Luotbard's  wall  down  to  Gravcsead  bridge^  in  tbii 
county. 

ChablTok  is  in  the  eCcubsiabtical  jurisdiction  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartfbrd.  The  ch»eb 
of  Charlton  {CerletUme)  w«a  anciently  valued  at  100s.  By  die 
ComtniMioA  of  Inqmry,  taken  in  1760,  it  was  relumed,  that 
Charlton  was  a  parsonage,  with  a  house  and  giebe  land,  wnitb 
£90  per  ajtautn.  This  chgrch  waa  valued  in  the  king's  faoob 
»k  £10  7  8^  the  yearly  tenths  being  £1  0  9^ 

The  charch  is  dedicated  to  St.  Luke,  and  seems  to  htw 
heeo  suitendered  to  the  crown  with  the  manor  of  OhaHton, 
and  iJhe  rest  of  the  possessions  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Sin- 
our's,  Bermondsey,  at  the  dissolution,  under  Henry  VIII.,  sod 
remained  vested  in  the  crown  till  James  I.  granted  it,  with  the 
manor,  to  Sir  Adam  Newton,  wboee  intention  it  was  to  have 
enlarged  and  beauti&ed  this  edi£oe.  As  he  djed^  bowever, 
before  having  ao^iontplished  his  inteotion.  he  left  itto  he  ful- 
filled by  his  trustees,  who  most  amply  discharged  that  trait, 
having  re-erected  the  greater  part  of  the  (abric,  and  tailed  a 
sew  steeple  from  the  ground,  decorating  the  suae  so  elegsDtlf. 
within  and  without,  that  when  finished,  it  eurpasaedi  in  beantf, 
moat  churches  in  the  county. 

The  patEOoagf)  oontiaaed  in  the  possessors  of  the  msnoi  o^ 
Chailton  till  Sir  WjUiam  Lat^b^rn  gave  it.  at  his  deatfi,  in 
1714,  to  Robert  Warten,  then  rector,  who  sold  it  to  Thpoiai 
Cbambeilaioe.  His  son,  of  the  same  name,  as  well  as  bii 
father,  were  suooessively  rectors  of  this  churoh,  and  died  pos- 
sessed  of  the  advowson  in  1789,  on  which,  it  beoame  vested  io 
his  widow  Mrs.  Chamberlato,  and 'Mr.  Mante,  as  his  executeni 
who  beoftme  entitled  to  the  same. 

In  the  12th  of  Queea  Anne,  an  Act  was  pasted  for  the 
exchange  of  the  parsonage  house,  and  close  adjoining,  in  lien 
of  aaolhei  dwelling  and  lands  there. 
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In  iMi  chatvbi  aiDong  otbcn,  *re  the  {ollowh^  monmlMDts 
and  neniorialB  :  a  tomb,  at  the  west  end  of  the  aisle,  for  Jofan 
Griffiths,  esq-,  brigadier^  obnt  1713,  who  had  mftrried  the 
widow  of  William  Hatton,  esq.  of  LiDcolnsbire.  A  anell 
stohe,  near'  the  font,  for  lady  Charlotte  Ptrcital ;  and  in  the 
chancel,  a  memento  for  Thomas  Beardmore.  On  the  aoath  . 
side  of  the  altar,  is  asopffrb  monument,  with  the  6gure  of  * 
man  in  arinoar,  as  iAtge  as  life,  holding  a  truncheon  in' his 
right  hand;  the  whole  decorated  with  trophies,  being  for  the 
honourable  brigadier  Michael  Richards,  eurreyor  general  of 
the  Ordnance,  oblit  1721,  'which  tomb  was  erected  by  fcie 
three  nieces,  daughters  of  James  Cragga,  esq.  Near  tho 
above,  ia  a  brass  plate  in  the  wall  for  Qeorge  Segar,  genl., 
1594.  On  an  ancient  atone,  adjoining  the  latter,  fixed  in  the 
wall,  are  these  arms,  party  per  fat  embattled,  three  dem  gr^m 
mipaUttg  a  ehevnm  charged  vMh  an  amakl,  for  difiarence,  btttoeen 
t/ave  martlets:  over  all,  on  an  eseatcbeon  of  pretence,  a  CfU 
moiine  between  four  tnulleti,  argeiU!  and  at  each  corner  of  th« 
stone,  are  shields  of  the  same  arms  in  small. 

Over  the  vestry  door  is  a  monnmsnt'  for  EliXabelh,  wife  of 
James  Craggs ;  and  near  the  small  door,  oA  the  south  side,  a 
memento  for  Robert  Vere,  esq.,  third  son  of  tbe  earl-of  Ozfbrd. 
In  tbe  north  chancel,  stands  an  elegant  monument,  with  the 
bast  of  a  female,  and  an  iiiBCtiptron,  being  for  0izab«tl)> 
daughter  of  Henvy  Tliooipson,  of  Kiity  hail,  in  Yot-kshirs. 
On  a  brass  plate,  a  tomb  for  Edward  BIo«nt,'of 'the  Mtddte 
Temple,  London;  on  the  north  «ide,  a  stately  mobuawnt  for 
iBdy  Catherine  Puckering,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  J^hn 
PMke^ing,  and  wife  of  -Sir  Adam  Newton,  bart  j  wad  wdjoin- 
ing,  a  aomptnotis  tomb  for  visbovntese  Ardmsgfa,  SKtad 
daughter  of  John  *«rl  of  Rutland.  The  seteral  window*  are 
filled  with  coats  of  arms,  in  stained  glass,  of  the- Paekerif^** 
tfieNewteh's,  riieBlounts.^d  thfeirmKrriages. 

I«  the  east  Window  were  the  tepresentatjves  of  Mo»ea  and 
Aston,  with  tbe  two  tables,  but  the  heads  of  the  ftgiires  only 
»«  remainiagi  beoeatb,  are  tfie  anns  of  the  see  of  B»cfc»8t»f 
impttled,  firat  and  fourth,  qtwt^ly,  pw  heitd,  mdeiaed  m^enl 
amd  table,  twofeundeta,  or;  second  and  thitd,  Wft,  a  erou 
m^miled,ar^mt!  and  atthel«H»<nn,»n  Intenption,:  fwrportiag 
dlat  the  «rtodowin  cfuaation  waaglaMil  atdieebwgaofJinw* 
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Newton,  unole  to  Sir  Henry  Puckering  Nentoo,  bart.,  olnit 

1639. 

Henry  Oldenburgh,  a  man  of  Bome  note  in  the  annals  of 
literature,  rellow  and  secreUry  oF  the  Royal  Society  at  iiifint 
foundation,  died  at  Charlton  in  1678,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church ;  ai  was  Edward  viscount  Coke,  son  of  Thomas  earl  of 
Leicester,  who  died  at  Oreenwich,  in  1753. 

In  1821  there  were  394  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Charlton; 
and  at  the  same  period,  when  the  last  census  of  the  popula- 
tion was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  numbers  of  iohs- 
bitants  were  as  follow :  males  710,  females  916,  making  a  total 
of  1626  souls. 

The  Liberty  of  Kidbrooke,  usually  so  called,  lies 
adjoining  to  Charlton,  on  the  south  side  of  the  London  road, 
a  small  distance  from  Blackheath.  It  was  anciently  written 
Cicebroc,  and  once  a  parish  of  itself,  though  now  esteemed  at 
an  appendage  to  that  of  Charlton,  having  one  overseer  of  the 
poor  appointed  for  it. 

Cecilia  countess  of  Hereford,  daughter  of  Pain  Fitx-Jobo, 
and  wife  of  Mills  Fitz-Walter,  earl  of  Hereford,  gave  all  her 
land  of  Ketebrook,  with  the  advowson  of  the  church  of  the 
pariah,  and  all  other  its  appurtenances,  to  the  prior  and  canons 
of  St.  Mary's  (Overiea),  of  Sudtoerc ;  which  grant  was  con- 
firmed by  King  John,  in.  his  6th  year,  and  a^in  by  Henry  VI, 
by  impeximm,  in  hie  19lh  year. 

At  the  dissolution  of  this  monastery,  in  the  30th  of  Heorjr 
Vlll.,  the  manor  of  Kidhrook,  with  the  demesne  lands,  and 
premises  above  mentioned,  became  part  of  the  royal  revenues, 
and  was  conBrmed  to  that  king  and  his  heirs  by  the  general 
words  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  31st  year  of  his  reign,  for 
that  purpose. 

Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  lease  of  the  site  of  the  manor, 
the  rectory,  and  parcel  of  the  manor  woods,  (she  faariog 
accorded  part  of  them  to  Thomas  French,)  to  Bryan  Annesley, 
of  the  adjoining  parish  of  Lee,  grandson  of  Bryan,  who  was 
the  second  son  of  William  Annesley,  esq  ,  of  Kodington,  in 
Nottinghamshire,  abcestor  to  the  earls  of  Anglesea  and  vis- 
count Valentia,  by  Robert  Annesley,  his  fourth  son,  a  younger 
brother  of  Bryan,  last  mentioned.     But  the  fee  of  this  estate 
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Kmaioed  in  the  crown  till  Jsmes  I.  granted  it  to  Sir  William 
GarwBjr,  of  Londoo,  by  whom  it  was  soon  afterwarde  con- 
veyed to  his  aon-in-law,  Edward  Blount,  esq.  of  Wrick lesraarsh, 
who  sold  the  fee  simple,  (the  above  lease  still  subsisting,)  to 
Bryan  Annesley,  esq.  -He  left  three  daughters  his  coheirs; 
Gbrisiian,  married  to  William  lord  Sandys,  of  the  Vine,  South- 
ampton; Grace,  to  Sir  John  Wildgoose,  of  Iridge  court,  in 
Sussex ;  and  Cordelia,  to  Sir  William  Hervey,  who  conveyed 
this  estate  to  her  husband,  aa  part  of  her  inheritance. 

The  surname  of  Hervey,  or  Harvey,  anciently  written  Fiti- 
lierrey,  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  Robert  Fitx- 
hervey,  younger  son  of  Harvey  duke  of  Orleans,  who  is 
recorded  among  those  commanders  that  accompanied  William 
the  Conqueror  to  this  kingdom  in  1066. 

Sir  William  Hervey,  of  Kidbrooke,  above  mentioned,  (from 
whose  eldest  brother,  John,  of  Ickworth,  were  descended  the 
earls  of  Bristol,)  was  son  of  Henry,  eldest  son  of  Nicholas 
Hervey.  Having  first  signalized  himself  at  the  memorable 
engagement  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  in  1688,  he  was  knighted, 
with  many  other  persons  of  note.  After  that  event,  he  emi- 
nently displayed  his  prowess  on  several  occasions,  and  wo* 
created  a  baronet  in  the  17th  of  King  James ;  the  following  year 
raised  to  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  baron  Hervey, 
of  Ross,  in  the  county  of  Wexford;  and  lastly,  on  account 
of  his  eminent  services  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  3d  of 
Charles  1.,  made  bar<nt  of  this  realm,  by  ihe  title  of  lord 
Hervey,  of  Kidbrooke,  in  Kent.  He  married,  first,  Mary, 
relict  of  Henry  Wriothesley,  earl  of  Souihampton,  by  whom 
be  had  no  issue ;  secondly,  Cordelia,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Bryan  Annesley,  esq.,  as  before  mentioned,  by  whom  be  hnd 
Uiree  aoos,  who  died  before  him,  all  without  isaue,  and  three 
daughters^  of  whom,  only  Elizabeth  survived  him,  and  became 
his  sole  beir.  She  married  John  Hervey,  esq.  of  Ickworth, 
who,  on  the  death  of  William  lord  Hervey,  in  1642,  became, 
in  right  of  bis  wife,  entitled  to  Kidbrooke,  from  whom  it 
pused,  by  sale,  to  Edward  lord  Montague,  of  Boughton,  in 
Northamptonshire,  son  of  Sir  Edward  Montague,  who  was 
created  lord  Mont^ue,  boron  of  Bougbton,  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  19th  of  James  I. 
The  sunuune  of  this  family  was  anciently  written,  in  Latin, 
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De  Moiae-acuto,  and  io  old  English,  Montaeute,  «a  is  cTident, 

not  only  rrom  Domesday  record,  bnt  other  aocient  deeda. 

Drogo  de  MoDteacuto  wae  one  of  those  ooble  narrion 
who  came  o*er  with  William  of  Nonuandy  ia  the  retinue  of 
Robert  earl  of  Morton,  half  brother  to  the  Conqneror,  u 
appears  by  the  possessioDS  he  held  ander  that  great  earl  at  the 
period  of  the  general  survey.  From  him,  through  a  long 
train  of  illustrioas  ancestors,  paternally  and  materoally,  from 
the  Bruces's,  kings  of  Scotland,  descended  Edward  locd 
Montague,  possessor  of  Kidbrooke,  who  died  in  l&iS,  and 
was  succeeded  in  tiUe  and  estate  by  his  secoad  and  only  iti- 
viviogson,  Ralph  lord  Montague,  who,  for  his  eminent  abili- 
ties, was  created  viscoant  Moothermer  and  earl  of  Montague, 
in  1689,  and  marquis  of  MoDthermer  and  duke  of  Montagoe, 
by  Queen  Anne,  in  her  4th  year,  a.d.  1706.  The  duke  bore 
for  his  arms  those  of  Montague  and  Monthermer,  quarterly; 
he  died  in  1709,  when  his  only  surviving  son,  lohn,  succeeded 
him,  and,  in  1717,  procured  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  vest  the 
manor  of  Kidbrooke,  the  capital  messuage  there,  the  site  of 
the  manor,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  widthe  rectory  or  pit^ 
sonage  of  Kidbrooke,  and  all  the  hoases,  glebe  lands,  sod 
tithes,  belonging  to  the  same,  in  trustees,  to  be  sold,  towaidt 
the  payment  or  debts.  He  soon  passed  away  this  manor  and 
rectory,  with  the  rest  of  the  premises,  as  above  meotioDed)  to 
James  Craggs,  senior,  esq.,  joint  postmaster-general,  on  whole 
death,  in  1721 ,  without  issue  male,  Janes  Cra^s,  esq-,  one  of 
the  principal  secretaries  'of  state,  having  died  before  him,  thit 
ntanor  descended  to  his  three  daughters  and  coheirs ;  Aooe, 
first  married  to  John  Newsham,  by  whom' she  had  one  son, 
secondly,  to  John  Knight,  esq.  of  Essex,  and  thirdly,  in  1736, 
to  Robert  Nugent,  of  Gosfield  ball,  in  that  county,  afterwsnli 
created  viscount  Clare,  tmd  earl  Nugent,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland;  ElixabeUi,  in  1718,  married  to  Edward  Eliot,  esq.  of 
Cornwall ;  and  Margaret,  who  first  espoused  Samael  TrefuM, 
esq,  of  Trefusis,  in  Cornwall,  by  whom  she  had  no  issue,  sod 
secondly,  to  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton,  bart,  by  whom  she  hMJ 
only  one  daughter,  who  died  yonng,  and  on  her  decease,  in 
1734,  she  left  her  tiird  part  of  this  estate  to  her  two  sisten. 
The  family  of  the  Cragg's  bore  for  tbeir  arm*,  &i£/e  on  a  bmd, 
or,  three  croasitti  aftheJeU  bahoeen  thne  muUett,  rrmme. 
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In  1756,  Anne,  wife-of  Robert  Nugent,  ebq.,  died,  and  being 
t  ftmmt  covert,  by  deed  of  appointment,  vested  her  moiety  in 
trugtees,  for  different  uses,  with  remainder  to  the  Hon.  Robert 
Kogent,  her  husband,  in  tail.  Mra.  Eliot,  on  her  death,  in 
1765,  bequeathed  her  interest  therein  to  tratteee,  to  pay  divert 
■ume  oat  of  the  ananal  profits,  with  remainder,  after  the  death 
or  her  nephew,  James  Newsbam,  only  sod  or  her  eldest  sister, 
Anne,  who  had  taken  the  name  of  Craggs,  to  bis  issue,  with 
remainder  to  her  son  and  bis  issue. 

Jmscs  Newsham  Craggt,  esq.  married  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Hemy  lord  Teynham,  and  died  without  Issue,  at  Lisle,  in 
Flanders,  in  1769,  on  which  the  manor  and  rectory  of  Kid- 
brooke  passed,  by  virtue  of  the  above  entail,  to  Robert  Nugent, 
before  mentioned,  aflerwards  earl  Nugent.  He  took  the  name 
of  Craggs;  and  Edward,  Bon  of  Edward  Eliot,  esq.,  by  Eliza- 
beth Craggs,  his  wife,  was  created,  in  1784,  a  baron  of 
Uiis  realm,  by  the  title  of  lord  Eliot,  of  Port  Eliot,  in  Corn, 
wall;  eerl  Nugent  died  in  1788.  By  the  settlemento  above 
mentioned,  this  estate  then  became  wholly  vested  in  Edward 
lord  Eliot,  who  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Craggs ;  his  lord- 
ship is  descended  from  a  family  long  resident  io  Devonshire 
and  Cornwall.  He  married  Catheriae,  sole  daughter  of 
Edward  Ellison,  esq.  of  Southweald,  in  Essex,  by  whom  he 
had  issue  Edward  James,  who  married  Harriet,  sister  of  the 
earl  of  Chatham,  John  vaA  William;  he  bore  for  hit  arms, 
Argaa,  a  fat  betwetnfow  eotixa,  tMt^  g«le»- 

The  church  of  Kidbrooke,  called,  in  the  Texha  Rcghm*.  the 
diapel  of  dutdiroe,  was  anciently  valued  at  lOOs.,  the  patron- 
age having  been,  from  the  earliest  times,  annexed  to  the  manor, 
an  account  of  tbe  possessors  of  which  has  been  ah-eady  given. 
TbiM  cfaoreh  being  vacant,  was,  npoa  tbe  petition  of  the  prior 
and  convent  of  St.  Mary,  Southwark,  appropriated  to  it  by 
John  Langdon,  bishop  of  Rochester,  with  the  king's  licence, 
in  Uie  6th  of  Henry  VI.,  the  bishop  reserving  to  himself  and 
bis  successors  the  annual  pension  of  2s.;  which  was  confirmed 
by  John  Lowe,  bishop  of  Rochester,  in  1459. 

This  church  has  been  entirely  demolished  for  many  years, 
for  the  vicarage  not  being  endowed,  it  was  neglected,  and  as 
tbe  inhabitants  were  unable  to  repair  it,  the  building  soon 
became  rainotia,  so  that  they  have,  for  many  years,  resorted  to 
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CbarttoD  cbarch,  to  wliich  it  became  annexed  by  com^- 
■itioD. 

In  182]  there  were  seven  dwellioga  in  the  parish  of  Kid* 
brooke;  and  at  the  aame  period,  when  the  last  census  of  tbe 
population  was  taken  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  nnmbeisof 
inhabitants  were  as  follow :  males  39,  females  34,  makii^  a 
total  of  73  aouta. 

Gbsenwich  liei  next  to  Deptford,  eastward,  on  the  bank 
«f  the  Thames,  Blackheath  being  sitaated  on  the  upper  or 
•ontbern  side.  It  was  called,  in  Latin,  Greaovuimi  tinJu 
tmtu  a  mridariii,  in  Saxon,  Grenawic,  that  ia,  tbe  green  town  or 
dwelling  upon  the  bank  of  the  rirer,  which  last  syllable  is  now 
corrupted  into  WK&;  and  in  ancient  eridences  it  was  called 
East  Greenwich;  to  diatiDguIsh  it  from  Deptford,  which  wu 
called  West  Greenwich. 

It  was  not  BO  famous  fomerly  for  its  bnildinga.  being  only 
a  fishing  town  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  as  for  tbe  aft 
road  whioh  the  rirer  afforded  for  the  shipping  at  this  spot. 
where  the  whole  Danish  fleet,  in  the  time  of  King  Ethetied, 
lay  for  three  or  fonr  years  together;  while  the  army  was,  for 
the  most  part,  encamped  on  the  hill  above  the  town,  now  called 
Blackheath. 

During  tbe  period  in  qaeation,  a.d.  1011,  they  raraged  the 
whole  county,  and  having  sacked  and  destroyed  the  city  of 
Canterbury,  brought  from  thence  archbishop  Alphege  to  their 
camp,  where  they  slew  him,  because  he  coald  not  mise  the 
sum  they  demanded  for  his  ransom.  From  this  Danish  caap 
several  places  in  this  parish  are  still  called,  caatAet,  comt,  u 
well  as  eon^,  in  Saxon,  signifying  a  camp,  for  they  used  boih 
words ;  tbe  former  having  been,  most  probably,  the  Saxon 
appellation,  and  tbe  latter  the  Danish,  or  corrupt  Saxon. 

On  Slackheath,  and  within  the  walls  of  Greenwich  park,  sre 
several  barrows,  or  tumuli,  many  of  which  are  supposed  to  be 
the  burial-places  of  some  of  the  Danes^  who  died  daring  tlw 
encampment  here. 

The  town  of  Greenwich  joifM  that  of  Deptford,  westward  i 
it  is  built  chiefly  on  the  bank  of  the  Tbamea,  which  ia  hers 
extremely  broad,  and  the  channel  deep,  and  at  some  high  tida 
the  water  is  rather  salt,  but  in  general  very  sweet  and  heA. 
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Orett  part  of  th»  town  joins  the  nohbetn  side  or  tlie  park,  bat 
the  contiguous  buildings  on  the  two  ftveDoes  leading  to  Black- 
Iteatb,  called  Crooms,  or  Cooroes  bill,  on  the  western,  and 
Maize  hill,  with  Vtnbrughs  field,  on  the  eaetera  part,  now 
eotend  it  qaite  up  to  that  beath,  towards  the  south,  the  park 
iDlerveDing  and  filling  up  the  space  between. 

Greenwich,  in  1753,  is  supposed  to  have  contained  abaut 
SOOO  houses,  and  was  thought  to  be  one  of  tJie  most  genteel 
and  pleasant  towns  in  England,  many  of  its  inhabitants  being 
persons  of  rank  and  fortune.  The  dryness  and  salubrity  of  the 
«oil  and  air,  the  convenience  of  the  park,  the  general  pleasant 
•ituation  of  the  adjoining  country,  and  its  approximation  to 
the  metropolis,  contribute  to  render  it,  at  the  present  period,  a 
most  desirable  residence  for  people  of  feshion  and  fortune. 

It  has  two  weekly  markets,  granted,  in  1737,  to  the  gover- 
nors of  (he  Royal  Hospital,  for  the  tienefit  of  the  charity,  and 
an  annua)  foir,  now  kept  in  the  park,  which  is  a  most  delightful 
spot  of  ground,  extending  as  far  as  Blackbealh;  it  was 
enlarged,  planted,  and  walled  round,  by  Charles  II.,  well 
stocked  with  deer,  and  contains  perhaps  as  much  variety 
within  its  precincts  as  any  park  in  the  kingdom;  the  views 
thence  being  particularly  beautiful. 

The  ranger,  who  is  generally,  as  at  present,  one  of  the  royal 
femily,  has  a  handsome  mansion,  formerly  called  the  Queen's, 
or  House  of  Delight,  the  park  containing  about  16R  acres, 
which  is  still  vested  in  the  crown.  The  trees  are  in  full 
maturity  of  growth,  the  ground  rising  considerably  towards 
the  sontb-east,  where  a  high  brick  wall  separates  it  from  Black*  . 
heath.  The  view  from  One  Trte  hiU,  on  a  clear  day,  and  early 
in  the  morning,  is  truly  picturesque.  It  has  been  the  theme 
of  poets,  and  employed  the  pencil  of  the  artist;  the  elegant 
hailding  of  the  hospital,  the  course  of  the  majestic  Thames, 
with  Uie  shipping,  its  opposite  shore,  extensive  docks,  com- 
bined with  proud  London,  and  her  "  cloud  capp'd  towers," 
fonn  a  taut  auemble  not  to  be  surpassed.  In  1734,  several 
ancient  barrowa  were  opened  in  Greenwich  park,  and,  among 
the  artielcB  found,  were  spear  heads,  knives,  human  bonea, 
fragments  of  woollen  cloth,  remnants  of  iron,  and  broad- 
headed  nails,  with  decayed  wood  adhering  to  them. 

The  Royal  Obeerratory,  so  justly  celebrated,  was  founded 
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by  Charles  II.,  Fhumted  biTing  oommeBCfld  bis  obscmtiou 
in  1676,  with  a  uztant  of  siz  feet  rodias,  of  his  own  cooitrnc' 
tion,  for  the  exprese  purpose  of  aacertaimag  the  motiouof 
the  moon,  and  the  position  of  the  fixed  stars,  in  order  to  dis- 
eover  the  longitude  at  w«.  Upon  the  death  of  Uiat  astrono- 
roer,  he  wu  snooeeded  by  Halley,  whose  works  most  erer 
Dontinue  to  preserve  his  name.  Great  improTemeiUs  have 
been  made  ftom  time  to  tine  in  the  astronoarical  Bpitaratas; 
Graham  constructed  a  murd  quadrant  of  eight  feet  radios, 
and  in  1750,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Bradley,  Uien  astrono- 
mer roysl,  a  transit  instrument  of  eight  feet  in  length,  s 
moveable  quadrant  of  forty  inches  radius,  with  an  astronomi- 
cal clock,  and  a  Newtonian  reflecting  telescope,  were  added  ts 
the  Ibrmer  instruments.  Bliss  succeeded  Dr.  Bradley,  bat 
held  the  situation  only  two  years,  when  the  ingenions  Dr. 
Haskelyn  was  appointed,  who  furnished  the  Observatory  with 
an  achromatio  telescope  of  forty-eix  inches  focal  length,  witk 
a  treble  ot^ect  glass,  and  an  improved  micrometer.  On  the 
death  of  Dr.  Maskelyn,  Mr.  Pond  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

The  Royal  Society  enjoys  the  power  of  visiting  the  obser- 
vatory, and  examining,  at  pleesure,  the  condition  of  the 
instruments ;  and  by  the  directions  of  his  Majesty,  the  obser- 
vations made  by  the  astronomer  royal  are  regularly  pnbliihed 
with  the  philosophical  transactions  by  that  learned  body. 

Blackhbatr,  so  called  probably  from  the  black  soil  which 
extends  over  a  great  portion  of  the  same,  is  a  beaatifiil  plsia 
lyingon  the  south  side  of  Oreenwioh  park,  being  about  sevea 
miles  from  the  metropolis.  A  situation  so  eligible  for  bnildie^ 
naturally  attracted  the  notice  of  opulent  traders,  whose  eos- 
oems  in  the  metropolis  require  their  constant  attention,  sad 
whose  affluence  enables  them  to  indulge  in  the  enjoyment  of  s 
eeuntry  villa.  On  this  account  the  number  of  neat  boxes  sad 
ornamented  retreats  for  that  description  of  persona,  has  pro- 
gresssivety  ineressed,  and  many  spacious,  aa  well  a«  splendid 
■Nunions,  bave  arisen  on  every  side,  even  royalty  not  havin|; 
disdained  a  sent  among  them.  Her  late  royal  highness,  the 
■dwebess  of  Brunswick,  and  the  princess  of  Wales,  both  direlt 
-on  this  spot;  where  some  of  the  early  days  of  her  playfal  child- 
hood were  passed,  by  the  nniversally  lamented  princess  Cfcsr- 
loUe,  the  lost  hope  of  Briuin. 
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Under  a  remarkable  promontory,  on  tbe  verge  of  the  plain 
towards  Greenwich,  and  immediately  commanding  the  latter, 
a  large  cavern  was  aecidentally  discovered  in  1780,  consietiog 
of  seven  spaoiouB  vaults,  or  apattmenls,  oonimuaicating  with 
each  other  by  arches  cut  in  the  rock,  and  penetrating  more 
than  160  feet  into  the  hill.  The  floor,  or  bottom,  was  a  fine 
dry  sand,  170  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  tbereia 
was  found  a  well  of  very  pure  water,  twenty-seven  feet  deep, 
varieties  of  the  seasons  appetriog  to  have  produced  no  inr 
fluence  whatsoever.  Conjecture  has  been  wildly  employed 
respeoliog  the  origin  and  uses  of  this  singular  excavation,  but 
DO  account  upon  which  any  reUance  can  be  placed  has  been 
preserved  either  of  its  history  or  design,  nor  ware  any  relics, 
ntensils,  or  weapons  discovered,  or  indeed  any  thing  which 
eonid  assist  the  cnrions  inquirer.  On  this  hesth  a  gravel  pit 
is  dug,  cunsistiag  of  eniooth  even  pebbles,  so  superior  to  the 
prodoce  of  any  other  place  for  making  walks  ingwdens,  when 
Bsixed  with  loam,  that  it  is  sent  for  from  the  most  distant 
parts  of  England,  and  even  France  for  that  purpose.  The  high 
road  from  London  to  Dover  crosses  this  heath,  and  at  the 
entrance  of  Deptford  hill  the  houses  on  either  aide  form  a 
village  of  elegant  and  handsome  buildings. 

At  the  north-east  comer  of  the  heath,  and  almost  joining 
Maize  hill,  are  Vanbrugb'a  fields,  so  called  from  Sir  John 
Vanbmgh,  the  architect  of  several  buildings  in  the  vieinity, 
which  he  erected  in  a  peculiar  manner,  resembling  a  fortifiea-* 
turn,  with  battlements  and  towers,  and  a  gateway  of  the  same 
fonn,  under  which  yon  pass  as  you  approach  them.  A  prin- 
cipal structure  of  this  kind,  called  the  castle,  on  Maise  hill, 
was  lately  the  residcnoe  of  Lord  Tyrawley,  who  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Charles  Brett,  and  he  alienaud  it  to  Henry  Qoodwyn,  esq., 
who  afterwards  resided  Utere. 

The  Roman  Watltng-etreet  way,  leading  to  Dover,  is  eup> 
posed  to  have  crossed  this  heath.  Dr.  Plot  says,  in  his  time 
it  appeared  very  phiin,  pointing  from  the  top  of  Deptford  hill 
•■st-soMh-east,  towards  Shooter's  hill,  and  a  little  beyond  the 
Park  wall,  leaving  the  high  road  on  the  left  hand,  when, 
Rowing  itself  but  faintly,  it  inolioed  easterly.  At  a  small 
distance  from  the  corner  of  the  hedge,  on  the  right  hand, 
where  the  road  to  Dover  and  t&at  to  Lee  ecparates,  are  the 
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remaioB  of  three  twnuK,  w  barritat,  one  i<  ratlier  Is^,  whence 
■ome  bones  ware  dag  up.  In  1710  a  number  of  un»  were 
found,  and  among  them  two  of  an  nUDBual  fonn,  the  one  ^(k 
bular,  the  other  cylindrical,  aboat  eighteen  inches  to  length, 
both  formed  of  a  fine  red  clay.  The  globular  urn  wbb  imootb 
and  thin,  it*  circnmferenot  six  feet  three  incbea,  and  contaioed 
aafaci,  but  no  coina ;  under  the  rhn,  about  the  month,  the 
words,  Makcub  AoBBtiDS  4th,  were  rudely  scratched.  Hie 
ether  contained  a  great  quantity  of  aabes,  and  in  the  cafity 
were  aix  or  aeven  coins,  much  obliterated,  bat  on  one  of  ifaem 
was  legible  the  word  CtAvniOB,  and  on  another  Gallixnds. 

Dr.  Plot  also  states  that,  soaic  years  ago,  a  curioua  glass  um 
was  found  in  a  bed  of  hard  graTel  on  this  heath. 

On  the  left-hand  »de  of  the-hJgh  road,  near  the  gates  leading 
to  Cooaes  hill,  is  a  olnsler  of  these  barrom,  amounting  to  aboat 
fifty,  and  there  are  the  same  number  ia  Greenwich  park.  In 
1784  the  latter  were  opened  by  Mr.  Douglas,  who  discovered 
therein  lumps  of  iron,  brood-headed  nails,  with  decayed  wood 
adhering  to  them,  from  which  he  conjectured  that  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  must  have  beeii  interred  in  rery  thick  coffins. 
There  were  likewise  found  a  |great  quantity  of  human  hair, 
spear  heade,  knives,  fragments  of  hones,  and  remnants  of 
woollen  cloth  :  those  not  enclosing  military  weapons,  he  wu 
induced  to  conclude,  had  contained  female  bodies.  The 
grares  were  extremely  shallow,  and  the  ground  containing  thii 
elMter  of  barrom,  nearly  in  a  circular  form,  the  diameter  being 
100  feet.  About  seventy  years  prior  to  the  above  period,  ssms 
of  the  soil  where  these  bamim  were  situated  waa  dug  ap, 
when  numerons  articles  of  value  were  discovered. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Douglas  explored  another  range  of 
harrowt  near  the  gote  that  leads  to  Cornea  hill,  similar  in  nuin< 
ber,  which  he  conceived  to  be  British,  and  on  opening  one, 
beads  wer*  found,  similar  to  those  wherein  he  had  also  disco- 
vercd  coins ;  be  dated  their  age  to  be  of  the  dth,  and  begin- 
ning  of  the  6th  centuries.  He  likewise  found  the  remains  of  s 
garmentt  and'a  braid  of  human  hait^  of  an  auburn  colour;  sIm 
renwants  of  cloth,  both  woollen  uid  linen,  of  different  fineaesi 
and  texture :  .the  graves  were  very  shallow,  aome  not  exceeding 
three  feet  in  depth. 

PrMD  the  turning  towards  Lee,  tiU  about  half  a  mile  on  this 
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side  Skooten  hill,  there  are  no  certain  marks  of  the  Roman 
wajr,  bat  the  high  road  from  thence  to  Dover  having  been  »o 
much  altered,  and  the  whole  surfiue  entirely  changed,  the 
reaiains  of  the  Roman  way  are  not  so  frequent  and  visible  as 
before. 

On  Blackubatb  the  Damsh  arny  Uy  for  a  long  time  en-' 
camped,*. D.  10)1,  as  before  obaerved,  many  trenches  and 
other  remains  of  tiie  lines  of  camp*  being  still  visible,  though 
these,  in  all  likelihood,  are  most  of  them  works  of  a  muoh 
later  date,  having  been  cast  up  by  the  rebels  who  have  en- 
camped here  at  di^rent  periods.  In  1381  those  iosolenC 
ioeui^ents,  Wat  Tyler,  Jack  Straw,  and  one  John  Ball,  and 
tbeir  adherents,  pitched  their  tenta  on  tbis  beath  for  some  timtf, 
with  a  rabble  aoraunting  to  nearly  100,000  men.  In  1450  Jaok 
Cade,  the  impostor,  who  pretended  to  Ate  a  Mortimer,  and 
kinsman  to  the  dnke  of  York,  here  encamped  twice  with  his 
rebellious  foHowcrs:  on  one  occasion,  when  he  despatched 
hence  his  insolent  dsmends  to  Henry  VI.;  and  again,  soon 
after,  on  his  defeat  of  Sir  Humphry  Stafford,  and  his  brother, 
whom  the  king  had  sent  against  ihsm  near  Sevenoak,  when 
they  marched  hither,  and,  being  joined  by  a  lai^e  party  ffoin 
Suasex  and  Surrey,  encamped  at  this  spot,  wbsra  they  in- 
trenched tberosetves.  Henry  VI.,  in  1462,  here  pitched  his 
royal  pavilion  during  the  preparations  hs  made  to  withetend 
the  Corcesof  his  cousin,  Edward,  duke  of  York,  (afierwards 
Edward  IV.;)  and  on  Blackheath  the  bastard  Fakonbridge  alsei 
encamped  against  that  nonaroh.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  Vii., 
A.D.  1497,  the  Cornish  rebels,  amonottng  to  6000  men,  beaded 
by  the  Lord  Andley,  one  Michael  Josepb,  a  farrier,  and 
Thomas  Flammock,  a  lawyer,  encamped  on  this  beath,  where 
taking  gave  them  battle,  and  slew  2000  on  the  spot,  forcing 
the  rest,  with  tbetr  leaders,  to  surrender  at  discretion.  Besides 
these  langeinary  occurrences,  there  have  also  been  some 
Jmfout  mtatmgt  and  cAstly  fetes  held  on  this  heath. 

In  1400  Manuel  Palesogus,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  ar- 
rived in  England  to  entreat  the  king's  assistance  against 
Bi^Mset,  emperor  of  the  Turks,  when  he  was  met  on  Black- 
heath  by  Henry  IV.  with  great  parade  and  magnifioence.  Oa 
Noreiqber  23,  a.d.  1415,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  London, 
accompanied  by  400  citiaeos  in  scarlet,  wearing  red  and  while 
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hoods,  met  their  victoriout  prince  Henry  V.  after  Uie  memo- 
rable battle  of  Af^iDcourt,  whom  tbey  conducted  to  London 
amids  repeated  acclamatiMia. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  following  year  they  also  wel- 
eomed  the  emperor  SigiBmund  on  this  heath,  who  came  over  to 
mediate  a  peace  between  the  crowna  of  France  and  England. 
He  was  attended  by  the  dnke  of  Gloucester,  and  many  other 
lorda,  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence,  and  by  them  escorted 
to  the  Ling,  who  received  him  at  Lambeth.  In  1474  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  London,  in  scarlet,  with  500  citizeni, 
all  in  murrey  coloured  gowns,  met  Edward  IV,  on  this  spot, 
upon  his  return  from  France.  In  the  10th  of  Henry  Vlll., 
A.D.  1618,  a  solemn  embassy,  consisting  of  the  admiral  of 
France,  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  and  others,  with  no  less  thu 
1200  persons  in  their  train,  were  received  on  this  heath  by  the 
lord  admiral  of  England,  and  above  500  gentlemen.  Cardinal 
Campejus,  sent  into  England  by  the  pope  as  hia  legate,  in  1518, 
was  received  upon  his  arrival  with  great  pomp  and  respect, 
being  met  at  Blackbeath  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  a  grett 
number  of  prelates,  knights,  and  gentlemen,  and  conducted  bj 
them  into  a  rich  tent  of  doth  of  gold,  where  he  changed  hit 
habit,  and  having  put  on  hie  cardinal's   robes,  edged  witti 
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There  was  a  royal  magazine  For  gunpowder  at  Greenwich  tor 
the  Dse  or  government;  but,  it  being  represented  as  extremely 
dangerous,  not  only  to  the  town  but  the  city  of  London  and 
neighbourhood,  it  was,  by  authority  of  Parliament,  removed 
to  Purfleet,  in  Essex,  where  a  regular  branch  oT  the  ordnance 
is  establisbed  for  its  earn  and  preservation. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  there  was  a  printing-office  at 
Greenwich,  Dr.  Plot  having  seen  a  book  issued  in  that  reign 
from  this  town. 

At  the  period  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  assizes  for  this  county 
were  held  Uiree  times  at  Eaat  Greenwich;  viz.  a.o.  1558,  io 
the  1st  year  of  that  reign,  before  sergeants  at  law  elect,  Carius 
and  Chomley;  in  the  third  week  during  Lent,  a.d.  1561,  in 
the  4ih  year  of  the  same  reign,  before  sergeant  Kalpb  Chomley 
and  the  attorney  general,  Gerard;  and  again  in  Lent,  A.n. 
1562,  in  the  5th  year  of  the  same  reign,  before  the  last-men- 
tioned judges. 

East  Greenwich  sent  two  burgesses  to  the  Parliament,  which 
met  in  Westminster  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
viz.  Thomas  Parnham  and  John  Sackvtii,  esqa. ;  but  this  ia 
the  only  return  ever  made. 

Greenwich  gave  title  to  that  eminent  and  illustrions  soldier, 
John  Campbell,  duke  of  Ai^le,  in  Scotland,  who,  in  the  5th 
of  Queen  Anne,  was  created  baron  of  Chatham  and  earl  of 
Greenwich;  and  on  the  30th  of  April,  1719,  in  the  5th  of 
Oeo^e  I.,  in  consideration  of  his  great  services  to  the  nation, 
was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  duke  of  Greenwich.  He  died 
in  1743,  without  issue  male,  whereby  his  titles  of  duke  and 
earl  of  Greenwich  and  Chatham  became  extinct,  and  lies 
buried  in  Westminster  abbey,  under  a  magnificent  monument. 
The  duke  bote  for  bis  arms,  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  gtnmy 
of  eight  pieces,  or  and  table,  for  Campbell ;  second  and  third, 
Urgent,  a  lymphad  or,  oldfathioned  thip,  with  one  maU,  close  sails, 
and  oars,  ia  action,  all  sable,  vnth^fiags  and  peiaums  Jlyiag,  gules, 
for  the  lordship  of  Lorn. 

By  his  first  wife,  who  died  in  1716,  be  had  no  issue;  but  by 
his  aeoond,  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Warburton,  esq.  of' 
Winnington,  io  Cheshire,  he  had  five  daughters  and  coheirs;  of 
whom,  lady  Caroline  Campbell,  the  eldest,  married,  in  1742, 
Francis  earl  of  Dalkeith,  eldest  aon  of  the  duke  of  Buccleugh. 
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who  di«d  berore  bia  fcther,  in  17&0.  By  him  ih*  had  sis  diil- 
dreo;  and  in  Mcosd  merriage,  eepouaed,  in  1755,  the  Hon. 
Cbariea  Towoahend,  son  of  Fiacoiuit  TowndieDd,  aod  oatbe 
I8th  of  Ajtffmt,  in  the  7th  of  OeorE^  III.,  was  craated  baK»- 
eaa  of  Greenwich,  to  her  aod  her  beire  male,  fay  the  ngfat  Hoa. 
Charles  Townshend,  who  died  the  September  followiDg.  By 
her  be  left  two  sons,  Thomas  Charles  aod  William  John,  and 
one  daughter ;  the  two  sons  died  bafore  their  mother,  who  also 
dying  in  1794,  without  surviving  male  issue  by  her  second 
binbaod,  the  title  of  baroness  Qreenwicb  became  extinct. 

The  manors  of  Greenwich  and  Combe  were  always  ^pcnd> 
ages  to  that  adjoining  of  Lemsham,  and  as  aydi,  were  given 
by  Eltbruda,  oiece  of  King  Alfred,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Peter, 
at  Ghent,  to  which  Lewisbam  becsnte  a  eel),  or  alien  priory. 
That  grant  is  said  to  have  been  renewed  and  confirmed,  at  the 
instance  of  archbishop  Dunstao,  by  King  Edgar,  in  964,  a*  It 
was  again  by  King  Edward  the  Confessor,  in  1044,  with  the 
church  and  several  liberties  and  privileges. 

There  is  no  particular  mention  of  thia  nkanor  io  Domesd^, 
and  being  most  probably  an  appendage  to  another  manor,  it 
was  comprised  as  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  abbot  of 
Ghent,  under  the  geneml  title  of  Lewiaham.  William  tbe 
Conqueror  again  confirmed  this  gratit,  as  did  also  aevsral  of 
his  successors,  partioularly  Henry  I.,  who  granted  maayad^- 
tional  liberties  and  privil^es. 

Upon  a  plea  of  guo  warrattto  brought  agsinst  the  abbot,  in 
tbe  2l8t  of  Edward  I.,  tbe  abbotctaimed  to  bav«,  in  LewishsB 
and  its  appendages,  view  of  frankpledge  and  all  rights  beloog- 
ing  to  the  same,  and  frte  wamn,  gallows,  and  ameiciamenti, 
as  well  of  tbe  inhabitants  as  of  his  own  tenants,  and  wsif; 
all  which  tbe  jurors  allowed  bin  and  faiif  predeeessora  to  ban 
posBessed  tine  out  of  mind,  excepting  that  they  had  not/ne 
wamn  io  their  dameaae  lands. 

Tbe  manor  cf  Lewisbaoi,  with  GtMOwich,  DManined  in  tiiiB 
situation  till  the  suppression  of  the  alien  priories  throughoDt 
England,  by  tbe  statute  of  the  2d  of  Henry  V.,  a.d.  1414, 
when  Lewisham  was  jdissolved,  on  which,  the  manor  of 
Greenwich,  with  the  church  and  appendages,  became  lb*  pro- 
perly  of  the  crown,  where  it  did  not  long  lemaio,  as,  tbe  fal- 
lowing year,  the  lung  settled  it,  with  the  ehurob,  on  his  nev 
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founded  bou§e,  or  CarthnBifin  priory  of  Jeiiu  of  BethlebBm, 
of  or  Qtmx  Shcnc. 

BmI  Greenwich  bayiag  become  a  royal  resideDce,  thit  manor, 
u  wed  aa  Lawisbam,  being  it)  posteasion  of  the.moDk8i  coold 
not  but  gin  oontinoal  umbrae  to  tbe  prtneeiy  inbabitantk  of 
ibia  paLuM.  However^  the  relif^oua  fraternity  remained  in 
quiet  poaaeanioa  till  Henry  VIII.,  lees  BcrupuloHS  in  theae 
matters,  found  means  to  obtain  the  surrendry  of  both,  ami  to 
amiex  Uiem  to  the  patrimony  of  the  crown,  in  his  23d  year ; 
when  John  Jabume,  prior  of  Shene,  and  its  eojmnt,  gnntad 
to  that  prinoe  tbe  oanoTs  and  lordihips  of  Lawishaid  and  East 
Graenwich,  .with  their  appurtenanoes,  and  the  obnicbes  belong- 
ing thereto,  excepting  and  Teserriag  to  the  prior  three  tene- 
aects  in  East  Greenwich,  late  beloagii^  to  John  Cole, 
Bnbdsan  of  die  Iciag's  cshapel,  and  other  premises  therein 
meitioned. 

This  manor  remained  part  of  tbe  royal  demesnes  till  tbe 
dnth  of  Charles  I.,  in  1648,  when  it  became  the  property  of 
tbe  state.  After  tiiat  pMiod,  an  ordinance  was  passed  the 
following  year,  for  l^e  sale  of  tfie  crown  lands,  in  which  the 
bowHir  and  manor  of  Gnenwich,  among  others,  was  reeerred 
to  its  own  aae ;  when  it  eoatinned  in  Chat  sitoation  till  the  re* 
eitablishBent  of  monarchy,  and  was  ^ain  returned  to  tbe 
erewD,  aa  part  of  the  royal  patrimony,  where  it  has  ew  sinoe 
ramained. 

A  co«rt4eet  and  court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Old  oovbt  is  a  place  in  this  parish,  which,  as  its  name 
implies,  is  no  doubt  of  great  antiqoity,  and  raigfat  probably  be 
tbewery  site  of  tbe  befbce>mentioned  manor  of  East  Greennrich. 
It  passed,  however,  by  the  same  deed  of-  exchange,  from  the 
prior  aad  cesTCot  of  i^ne,  to  Hen^  VIII.,  in  his  Q3d  year, 
>Kd  bcoansc  part  of  the  possesmcMW  of  the  crown,  w4inre  it 
continued  but  a  few  years,  as  thai  prioce,  by  bis  letters  patent, 
paMed  to  hit  sarvapt,  Rjobard  Long,  for  hia  life,  his  manor, 
e^ed  I^  Old  cmtrt,  in  East  and  West  Greenwich,  and  tbe 
tenth  part  or  portion  of  bay.  com,  and  other  tiUbcs,  in  those 
puiabcaafpertaintng  to  the  saow,  late  beiangiog  to  the  priory 
of  Shene,  to  bold  -  without  >«ay  account  or  rent  whatsoever. 
On  his  death,  a  similar  grant  was  mada  to  Sir  Thomas  ^eke, 
^ught,  by  Edttard  VI.,  in  bn  Itt  year ;  aftti  which,  Che  kii^, 
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by  bis  letters  patent,  in  his  4tb  yesTt  gnmted  to  John  taA  of 
Warwick,  bis  nmnor,  otherwise  the  Old  court,  and  forty 
acres  of  upland,  and  the  teotb  of  bay,  of  East  Greeoineb, 
belonging  to  it,  to  bold  in  a^te,  by  knight's  serrtee ;  bat  At 
earl,  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  again  conreyed  them  to  the  kiog, 
who,  the  following  year,  granted  them  to  Thomas  Darcy,  lord 
Darcy,  of  Cbiche,  to  hold  during  his  life,  without  any  accoeot 
or  rent  whatsoever. 

At  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  Old  court,  with  some  of  the 
demesne  lands,  still  remained  in  the  crown,  and  in  1649,  iht 
Parliament  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  \mM 
belonging  to  the  crown;  in  coDsequence  of  which,  this  nuoor, 
with  its  appurtenances,  parcel  of  the  honour  of  East  Oreeif 
wich,  the  parsonage  house,  and  several  tenements  and  Kndi, 
were  sold  to  Robert  Titchbome,  who  kept  poBsession  of  then 
till  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  in  1660,  when  theysgsin 
became  part  of  the  royal  revenue. 

Some  years  after,  this  manor  or  site,  called  Le  QHcovU 
with  several  demesne  lands,  was  granted  by  the  crown,  aodtr 
William  III.,  to  the  trnetecs,  for  the  use  of  Sir  John  Mordra, 
bart.  of  Wricklesmarsh,  in  Charlton,  at  the  yearly  feeftni 
rent  of  £6  13  4.  He  by  his  will,  in  1708.  vested  it  in  trot- 
tees,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  newly  erected  institutioa, 
since  called  Morden  college,  where  it  still  continues.  It  hu 
been  already  mentioned,  that  from  the  camp  of  the  Danes,  is 
this  parish,  there  are  certain  places  therein,  called  CcuAt,  of 
which  two  remain;  one,  moat  commonly  called  C<Hnbe;  ami 
the  other.  West  Combe;  and  formerly,  accordii^  to  ancient 
evidences,  another,  called  Middle  Combe,  or  Spittle  Conbi, 
now  quite  forgotten, 

CoHBB,  otherwise  Eatt,  or  "Sither  Combe,  was  «o  appendsge 
to  the  manor  of  Iiewisham,  and  given,  with  that  manor,  to  Sl 
Peter's  abbey,  at  Gbent,  where  it  remained  till  the  suppressioo 
of  alien  priories  by  Henry  V.,  in  bis  2d  year,  whe  settled  it, 
with  that  manor,  on  bis  new  founded  priory  at  Shene.  It  wis 
then  exchanged  with  Henry  VI 11.,  in  his  23d  year,  by  the  prior 
and  convent,  for  other  premises ;  and  irom  Uiat  time  Combe 
remained  in  the  crown  till  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  who,  in  his 
7th  year,  granted  it  to  Thomas  Cooke  and  Thonasine,  bit 
wife,  for  three  lives,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  X42  16  8,  and  fifty 
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loads  of  hay,  to  be  delivered  yearly  at  the  bam  at  Greenwicb, 
for  feeding  the  king's  horses,  and  paying,  after  the  decease  of 
the  three  nominees,  60a.,  in  the  name  of  an  heriot.  The  king 
afWrwards,  in  his  12th  year,  in  cooaequence  of  the  great 
damage  sustained  by  bim  in  the  breach  of  the  Thames  wall, 
and  its  reparations,  and  of  £60,  to  be  paid  beforehand, 
granted  him  a  further  lease  for  thirty-one  years,  to  commence 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  former  term,  at  the 
same  annual  rent.  After  that  period,  John  Cooke,  above  men- 
tioned, and  one  Miles  Newton,  to  whom  both  the  grants  were 
■asiKned  by  way  of  mortgage,  in  1636,  conveyed  their  interest 
to  Peter  Fortree,  gent.,  in  which  situation  this  estate  remained 
at  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  in  1648.  A  survey  being  then 
ordered  by  Parliament  of  the  crown  lands,  it  appeared  that 
Leah,  widow  and  ezecntriz  of  Peter  Fortree,  deceased,  was 
then  in  posseBsion  of  these  grants  ;  that  the  value  of  the  fifty 
loads  of  hay,  eonummUms  amm,  was  £66  13,  which,  with  the 
reserved  rent  of  £42  16  8,  amounted  to  £109  10,  and  that 
the  value  of  the  improved  rent  of  the  &rm,  over  and  above 
the  reserved  rent,  was  ^150  13.  By  virtue  of  the  above  ordi- 
oaace.  this  farm  of  Netheroombe,  or  Eastcombe,  was  sold  to 
Thomas  French. 

On  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  the  fee  of  this  estate 
retamed  to  the  crown,  and  the  possession  to  the  Portree's, 
nhen  James  Fortree,  son  of  Leah,  in  1663,  quitted  his  resi- 
dence here,  and  built  Wombwell  hall,  io  Northfleet,  where 
that  family  continued  till  within  late  years. 

Combe  passed  subsequently  into  the  possession,  and  was 
the  residence,  of  Sir  William  SaoderBOo.  This  lamily  it  said 
10  be  descended  from  Robert  de  Bedick,  of  Bedick  lordship, 
in  Washington,  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  Empress  Maud.  James,  third  son  of  Alexander 
de  Bedick,  being  called  Alezanderson,  was  ancestor  of  this 
hmily,  which,  from  him,  came  to  be  called  Sanderson,  having 
borne  for  its  coat  armour,  Palg  of  six,  argent  and  camt,  a  bend 
ubU.  The  family  of  this  name,  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham, 
bears  a  mnrd,  orgeat,  on  the  bend ,-  and  it  is  also  borne  with 
thne  muUett  on  the  bend,  by  others.  Sir  William  Sanderson 
was  created  a  baronet  in  1720,  and  succeeded  by  his  son,  of 
the  same  name,  who,  by  his  third  wife,  Charlotte,  one  of  the 
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daaghten  at  Sir  Ricfaard  Gougb,  of  the  coun^  of  Wuwick, 
led  an  only  child,  Willitun  Henry,  who  on  tbe  death  of  liii 
fether,  in  1754,  sacoeeded  him  in  title;  and  be  died  in  1760, 
in  his  6fUenth  year,  when  it  became  ex^ct.  On  the  iaUt 
of  Sir  William  his  father,  bis  ffidow«  lady  Sao^non,  beeaw 
entitled  to  this  Wat  and  estfttf,  whereof  sbe  died  possoHed  n 
1780,  when  they  devolved  to  the  right  Hon.  Predetio  Monlt- 
gne,  as  heir  at  law,  who  irasssHted  the  same>  Since,  beiiy  beU 
by  tbe  Sanderson's,  this  seat  has  been  the  residence  of  diS«r- 
ent-  persone,  and  was  for  many  years  occnpiod  by  gmeral 
Harrey.  and  afterwards  by  John  Hook  Canpbellf  eaq^  lioa 
king  at  arms.  There  is  a  feefarm  rent  of  £42  17,  paid  to  the 
croWn  for  this  manor. 

In  the  37tfa  of  Henry  VIII.,  an  Act  of  Puliaonent  wu 
passed  to  compel  every  person,  who  sboold  be  owner  of 
Coombe  marshes,  in  the  parish  of  Bast  Greenwich,  to  coatribete, 
from  time  to  time,  towards  their  teptmtton,  according  to  ibe 
laws  and  customs  of  Roinney  marsh. 

WbstcOmbe  hanor  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Dartfonl, 
otherwise  Richmond's,  and  is  called  in  the  rolls,  the  manor  (f 
Combe  Wat. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  this  manor  and  its  appendant 
meabera  were  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Badlesmete, 
but  on  the  attainder  of  BartholoBMw  lord  Badleamere,  tbej 
escheated  to  the  crown,  and  continued  aatrong  the  royat  re- 
venaM  till  the  reign  of  Richard  IL  He  gVanted  then  to  Sir 
Robert  Belknap,  the  jodge,  apon  vrboae  attainder ,^  in  tbe  lOtk 
year  of  tbe  same  reign,  they  again  reverted  to  the  crown,  ud 
were  soon  after  granted,  in  fee,  by  that  uonarcb,  to  Robert 
Bfdlam,  esq.  (pittctnu^  nut,)  his  buUer,  namely,  tfa«  nnnon  ef 
Westcombe  atfd  Spittlecombe,  in  Oreenwich,  and  two  waIe^ 
mills,  in  DeptfOrd,  wiUi  their  appurtenances,  in  Chariton  ati 
WrickksmuTsh.  - 

In  the  14tb  of  Henry  VH.,  Aane.  wife  of  lord  Aadley,  held 
these  nutnors,  in  Greenwich  »nd  Chu'lton,  ef  the  eountes*  of 
Hichmondj  hot  by  what  service^  was  unknown,  and  Williani 
Ballard  was  found  to  be  her  heir.  In  thataaoie  th^oon- 
tinned  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mvy. 
when  Nicholas  Ballard  alienated  Westcombe  to  John  Lan- 
barde,e8q.,draper,  and  aJdennan,  and  formerly  one  of  the  tibenSt 
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of  London,  who  dying  in  1554,  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Michael,  Wood  street,  London.  By  Julian,  his  wife,  he 
was  father  of  that  ingenious  and  learned  antiquary,  William 
Laniharde,  who  succeeded  him  in  this  estate,  and  resided  here. 
He  wa^  bencher  of  the  society  of  Lincoln's  [nn,  master  in 
Cfaaxicervt  and  keeper  of  the  rolls  and  records;  he  also 
belonged  to  the  Alienation-office,  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
was  well  known  by  the  many  learned  books  which  he  pub- 
lished. In  1568,  he  wrote  bis  JreMonomia:  in  1570,  his 
Perambulation  of  Kent :  in  15U1,  his  Eireiiarclta,  or  Office  of 
Justice  of  Peace;  in  159),  his  Jreheion,  or  Discourse  upon 
the  Courts  of  Justice;  and  in  1600,  hia  Pandecta  Rolulorum; 
besides  several  treatises,  some  of  which  remain  unpublished; 
and  a  Topographical  Dictionary,  that  appeared  in  1730.  He 
founded  and  endowed  a  college  for  the  poor  at  Greenwich,  in 
1574,  giving  it  the  name  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  college ;  and 
dying  at  Westcombe,  to  1601,  was  buried  at  Greenwich,  where 
a  handsome  monument  was  erected.  When  the  old  church  of 
Greenwich  was  pulled  down,  in  order  to  erect  the  present 
fabric,  the  monuments  of  Sir  Multon  Lambarde  and  his 
father  were  conveyed,  at  the  charge  of  Thomas  l4ambarde,  esq> 
late  of  Sevenoak,  and  reared  in  the  church  of  the  latter  place, 
with  an  additional  inscription,  selling  forth  the  reason  why  the 
removal  had  been  effected.  The  Lsmbardes  bore  for  their  arms, 
Gxles,  a  chevron  voire  between  three  lambs  of  the  second. 

Mr.  Lambarde  had  three  wives;  first,  Jane,  daughter  of 
George  Multon,  esq-  of  St.  Cleres,  by  whom  he  left  no  issue; 
secondly,  Silvestria,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Deaae.  of 
Hailing,  in  this  county,  and  widow  of  William  Dalyson,  esq., 
by  whom  he  bad  Multon,  his  only  son  and  successor,  and  one 
daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  Thomas  Godfrey ;  he  married, 
thirdly,  Margaret  Reader,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  Sir 
Multon,  his  son,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lowe, 
bart.,  alderman  of  London,  who  dying  here  in  1634,  was 
buried  in  Greenwich  church.  He  left  Thomas  his  son  and 
heir,  who  being  a  great  royalist  in  1648,  was  obliged  to  com- 
pound for  his  estate,  which  had  been  sequestered  at  so  high  a 
rate,  that  be  was  compelled  to  alienate  the  property  of  West* 
combe  to  Hugh  Forth,  who  passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Theophilus 
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fiiddulph,  or  London,  third  sod  ot  Michael  Biddulpb,  Mq.  of 
Ettnhunt,  near  LJohlield,  StafFordshire. 

The  family  of  the  Biddulpb's  deriv*  their  origin  from  ooe 
Ormus  de  Guidon,  lord  of  Dariaweston,  who  lived  at  or  near 
the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  some  of  whoae  descendants 
assumed  the  name  of  Biddulpb  from  their  residence  at  that 
village,  in  the  northern  part  of  Staffordshire.  The  family  of 
Biddulph  bore  for  its  arms,  Vert,  an  eagk  ditptayed,  argent. 
Theophilus  Bidd«lpb,  Mq.,  before  mentioned,  resided  at 
Wesioombe,  and  havinf^  been  first  kni)^t«d,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  the  16th  of  Charles  11.  By  Sasanna,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Zaohary  Highlord,  alderman  of  London,  be  left 
Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  bart.,  who,  on  the  dratb  of  his  father, 
succeeded  to  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  possessed  io  1718, 
leaving  a  son  and  several  dant;hters.  His  heirs  aoon  after 
alienated  the  manor  of  Westcombe  to  Sir  Gregory  Page,  bait., 
who  died  possessed  of  it  in  1775,  and  by  will  devised  this, 
among  the  rest  of  his  estates,  to  his  nephew.  Sir  Gregory 
Turner,  bart.  of  Ambrosden,  in  Oxfordshire.  Since  the  ftnily 
of  the  Biddulph's,  this  seat  was  inhabited  by  Charles  duke  of 
Bolton,  afterwards  by  the  dachess  of  Athol,  and  anhseqiMntly 
by  William  Holmes,  esq. 

A  oourt-baron  is  held  for  tliis  manor. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  besides  the  manor  of 
East  Greenwich,  favfare  mentioned,  then  mm  two  utter  maman, 
one  held  by  earl  Harold,  tbe  other  by  one  Brizi ;  both  of 
which  imssed  to  the  possession  of  tbe  Coaqusror,  who  gnve 
tbem,  as  ooe  snnor,  to  Odo  bishop  of  Bayeax,  which  was  beld 
of  him  fay  tbe  bishop  of  Liueux,  in  France;  and  at  the  period 
of  the  surrey  of  Doinesday,  ealered  accordingly  in  that 
record. 

This  BMDor  most  probably  reverted  to  the  orown  on  Am 
disgrace  of  the  bishop,  and  became  part  of  the  f  oyal  demesne ; 
since  whiah,  it  has  remained,  witboat  intemption,  in  the  pos- 
aesaion  of  the  royal  family  of  England,  having  been  the  sits 
of  a  PA  LACK,  inhabited  by  many  of  oar  kings  and  queens. 

Grebhwich  was  aroyal  residence  from  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  sntil  the  nsurpation  of  Cromwdl ;  the  park  waa  oi^nally 
enclosed  by  Humphrey,  (styled  the  good)  duke  gf  Gbucestar, 
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who  raboilt  tbe  then  manor,  or  raaDsion  hoiue,  and  erected  a 
turret  on  the  spot,  now  occupied  by  the  Observatory,  la  the 
llth  of  Henry  VI.,  a  grant  wai  made  to  the  duke,  to  enclose 
200  acres  of  land  in  Greenwich,  and  forma  park  there,  to  hold 
in  fee ;  both  grants  reciting,  that  part  of  the  land  was  parcel 
of  tbe  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  belonging  to  the  priory  and 
convent  of  Sbene ;  and  in  tbe  latter  grant,  there  is  licence 
given,  for  the  duke  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  "  to  embattle  their 
manor  of  Greenwich,  build  with  stone,  and  enclose  and  make 
a  ditch  and  tower  within,  and  also  a  certain  tower  in  tbeii 
park,  10  build  and  edify." 

This  special  permission  was  accorded,  it  not  being  then  law- 
fol  for  any  man  to  fortify  his  own  booie,  or  raise  a  tower 
or  place  of  defence,  without  licence  from  the  crown,  under  an 
apprehension  of  internal  sedition  ;  it  was  therefore  inquirable 
before  the  escheater,  in  the  twcnty-fonrih  article  of  his  office* 
The  word  KtnuUane,  to  embattle,  has  its  derivation  from 
Ckanuax,  which,  in  French,  signifies  the  indented  form  of  the 
top  of  a  well,  having  vent  and  crest,  commonly  called  tmbatllitig, 
because  it  was  serviceable,  in  fight,  to  the  defender,  who  might, 
at  the  loops  or  tower  places,  annoy  an  enemy,  and  screen 
himself  under  the  higher  parts. 

Soon  after,  the  duke  newly  erected  tbe  palace  on  tbe  spot, 
where  the  west  wing  of  the  royal  hospital  now  stands  i  he 
alao  imparked  a  quantity  of  land,  and  built  a  tower,  now  tb» 
Observatory.  He  styled  this  manor,  from  its  situation^ 
Le  Piaatmee,  which  name  was  not  commonly  used  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIU.  The  whole,  however,  reverted  to  the 
crown,  upon  the  death  of  the  duke,  whioh  took  place  in  the 
25th  of  Henry  VI. ;  and  from  that  time,  till  the  usurpation  of 
Cromwell,  Greenwich  was  a  favorite  royal  residence.  Newcom, 
in  his  history  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albau's,  stales,  that 
John  de  la  Motie,  the  thirty-first  abbot,  paid  Richard  II.  a 
lax,  called  Plaisance,  to  aid  that  king  in  tbe  building  for  bim  a 
mansion  at  Greenwich  ;  the  meaning  of  whioh  was,  its  being 
an  optional  tax  with  the  dignitary  in  question. 

Richard  duke  of  York,  father  of  Edward  tV.,  solemnized 
his  marriage  here  with  great  splendor  ;  Henry  VII.  resided  at 
Greenwich,  where  Henry  Vlll.  W4S  bom,  who  at  this  place 
subsequently    aolemnixed    his    marriage  with  Catherine    of 


^niized  by  Google 


fOB  HISTORY  OF  THE 

ArragOR.  In  1532,  Edward  VI.  kept  fail  Cbrislibas  according 
lo  ibe  hospitable  custom  of  those  times,  at  his  manor  of 
Greenwich,  where,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer,  he 
died. 

Edward  IV.  took  great  delight  in  this  palace,  and  bestowed 
much  cost  in  finishing  and  enlarging  the  structure,  and  in  his 
5th  year,  granted  it  to  his  queen,  Elizabeth,  by  the  descriptioD 
of  the  lordship  and  manor  of  Greenwich,  with  the  tower  of 
Greenwich,  and  the  parks  there,  and  all  lands  and  priTlleges, 
to  the  manor,  pertaining  in  Greenwich,  or  elsewhere,  within 
the  county  of  Kent ;  together  with  all  lands,  rents,  and  ser- 
vices, in  this  county,  which  belonged  to  Humphrey,  late  duke 
of  Qloucester;  to  hold  for  ber  life,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
they  were  held  by  the  late  duke. 

In  this  reign,  a  royal  joust  was  performed  at  Greenwich,  on 
the  marriage  of  Richard  duke  of  York,  the  king's  son,  with 
Anne  Mowbray,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk.  In  the 
23d  of  Edward  IV.,  Mary,  the  king's  fifth  daughter,  died  here ; 
she  had  been  betrothed  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  but  her  dia- 
solution  occurred  prior  to  its  consummation.  This  manor, 
with  its  appurtenances,  reverting  to  Henry  VII.,  he  enlarged 
the  buildings,  and  beautified  the  house  with  a  brick  front, 
towards  the  river,  and  finished  tbe  tower  in  the  park,  that  had 
been  commenced  by  duke  Humphrey,  when  be  conatantly 
resided  here,  and  frequently  kept  his  ChristmEiBes  at  this  palace. 
Henry  VIII.,  as  be  exceeded  all  other  princes  in  the  samptn- 
ousness  of  bis  buildings,  spared  no  cost  in  rendering  this 
edifice  truly  magnificent;  and  Leiand,  the  antiquary,  who  was 
an  eyewitness  of  its  beauties,  has  thus  described  them  in  his 
Irinerary : 

"Lo!  with  what  luslre  ihioes  this  wished-fiH'  place ! 
Which,  star  liLe,  might  the  heavenly  inansioni  grace. 
What  painted  roofs !   What  windom  charni  the  kj6  ! 
'  What  turreli,  rivali  of  the  Btarr;  sk; ! 
Whac  constant  springs  !  What  Terdant  meads  besides ! 
Where  Finn's  self  in  majeatj  resides. 
And  beoDteouB  all  around  tier  does  dispense. 
With  bounteous  hands,  her  floVr;  influence. 

Happjr  the  nan,  whose  lucky  nit  could  frame. 

To  suit  this  place,  so  elegant  a  name. 

Expressing  all  its  beauties  in  the  stmie!" 
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At  this  inBitor  of  Plaisance,  otberwJae  East  Oreenwicb,  as  it 
wu  usually  called,  during  the  above  reign  as  well  as  after- 
wards, many  great  feasts  and  banquetings  were  held  ;  elections 
of  the  knights  of  the  Garter ;  royal  jousts;  and  challeagings; 
more  particularly  on  the  13th  of  May,  in  the  7th  of  Henry 
VIII.,  apon  the  marriage  of  Mary,  queen  dowager  of  Louis 
XII.  of  France,  with  that  moat  accomplished  nobleman, 
Charles  duke  of  Suffolk,  the  same  having  been  publicly 
lolemnized  in  the  church  of  this  palace.  Great  and  solemn 
jooats  were  performed  on  May  20,  in  the  8th  year  of  the  same 
prince  ;  again  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  in  bis  18th  year ;  and  on 
the  Ist  of  May,  in  his38tfa  year.  a.d.  16.36.  In  1&17,  a  mag- 
nifieent  banquet  was  kept  at  Oreenwicb ;  and  in  1527,  being 
the  19tb  of  Henry  VIII ,  on  the  embassy  being  sent  by  the 
king  of  France,  in  order  that  it  might  correspond  with  that 
of  oar  own  court  in  magoificenoe,  consisted  of  eight  persona, 
of  bigb  quality  and  merit,  from  the  Gallic  monarch,  attended 
by  600  horse;  when  the  whole  were  received  by  the  king  at  bis 
manor  of  Plaisance,  with  the  greatest  marks  of  honour,  and 
entertained  in  a  more  sumptuous  manner  than  had  ever  been 
before  witnessed.  In  the  26th  year  of  the  same  prince,  the 
Iidy  Elizabeth,  afterwards  queen,  was  christened  here ;  and  in 
bis  36Ut  year,  he  kept  a  rtyal  Christmas  at  Greenwich,  as  he 
had  before  done ;  on  which  occasion,  he  royally  feasted  and 
delivered,  without  ransom,  twenty-one  of  the  Scotch  nobility, 
whom  he  had  taken  prisoners,  on  the  November  previous,  at 
the  battle  at  Salmon  Moss,  near  Carlisle. 

Many  royal  persons  have  been  bom  at  Greenwich  ;  among 
others,  as  -previously  observed,  Henry  VIII.,  his  brother 
Edmund,  King  Edward  VI.,  Queen  Mary,  and  her  sister  Qneen 
Elizabeth,  as  well  as  several  children  of  James  I. 

Queen  Elizabeth  made  numerous  additions  to  the  buildings, 
and  resided  much  at  the  palace ;  in  the  2d  year  of  whose 
reign,  on  July  2,  1669,  the  city  of  London  entertained  the 
queen  with  a  muster,  each  company  sending  out  a  number  of 
men  at  anns,  comprising,  in  all,  1400.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
they  marched  out  of  London,  in  coats  of  velvet  and  chains  of 
gold,  with  guns,  morris  pikes,  balberta,  and  flags,  over  London 
bridge,  to  the  duke  of  Suffolk's  park,  in  Southwark,  where 
they  all  mustered  before  the  lord  mayor,  and  lay  abroad  in  St. 
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Gsoi^'b  Belds,  durjpf;  the  night.  The  enaning  BMnmg,  tbej 
moved  towardi  Greenwich,  to  the  court  there,  end  thence  iota 
the  park,  where  they  remained  till  eight  o'clodi,  aad  (bea 
marched  into  the  town,  and  mastered  in  their  arms,  illtbt 
gunners  wearing  shirts  of  mail.  At  fire  o'clock  in  tht 
afternoon,  the  queen  came  into  the  gallery  over  the  puk  giU, 
with  theambasMdora,  lords,  and  ladies  i  when  the  lordsdminl 
Dudley,  and  eeveral  other  nobles  and  knights,  rode  to  ind 
fro,  to  view  and  arraage  them  in  battle  array,  that  tbey  isigbt 
skimiah  before  the  queen,  the  trumpets  sounding  and  flaUi 
playing.  There  were  three  onsets,  in  every  battle  the  gun 
discharging  at  one  another,  the  tnorris  pikea  enoouDtniBg 
together  with  gre^  alarm,  each  runoing  again  to  his  wMfMSi 
and  encountering  together  as  fast  as  they  coald  in  cIom  ^faL 
Afler  this,  Mr.  CbamberlaiD,  and  several  of  the  ooisooiu  d 
the  city,  and  the  wiflers,  presented  themselves  before  tkc 
queen,  who  thanked  tliem  and  all  the  city;  whereupon,  the 
londest  shout  was  given,  with  throwing  up  of  cape,  8k.,  wkn 
her  majesty  appeared  extremely  pleased.  The  above  Aon 
were  followed  by  running  at  tilt,  when  they  ell  deputed  fat 
London.  The  lOtb  of  the  same  month,  the  queen  beii^itilt 
at  Greenwich,  and  well  knowing  how  much  pomp  and  lbo«i 
especially  military,  delighted  her  sut^ects,  caused  a  bsatjoat- 
ing  bouse  to  be  set  up  for  herself  in  Greenwich  park,  Mk 
with  fir  poles,  and  decked  with  birch  branches,  and  all  sortttf 
flowers;  tento  were  also  erected  for  the  kitohen  and  offioKi 
and  provisions  laid  in,  of  wine,  ale,  and  beer)  a  place  >■■ 
also  appointed  for  the  queen's  peosiooers,  who  were  to  no 
with  spears,  the  challengers  being  there,  nanely,  tfae  etrlof 
Ormond,  Sir  John  Ferrot,  and  Mr.  Northi  abd  thadebodM, 
of  equal  valour,  with  lanoes  end  sworde.  At  five  in  the  sto- 
noon,  the  qaeeo  presented  herself,  wtUi  the  ambasiadors,  tod 
many  lords  and  ladies,  standing  over  the  perk  gate,  to  *itw 
the  exercise.  She  then  desoeaded  into  the  park)  where  taki^ 
horse,  she  rode  to  the  banquetting  house  to  supper,  TbtB 
followed  a  mask,  after  which,  a  sumptuous  banquet  vm 
served  t  and  fireworks,  with  ahooti^  of  guns,  oontinaed  liU 
twelve  at  night,  with  which  the  entertainment  condaded. 

Queen  Eliaabetb  was  remarkably  fond  sf  thia  paUcei  sod 
awd«  it  for  several  years,  her  piiioipal  Bumner  letnat;  • 
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Genaen  traveller,  of  the  Dame  of  HeobDar,  detaiU  a  very 
cdHoub  description  of  Eliikbetb  and  ber  court,  at  Qreenwieh, 

The  presence  duunber,  he  obaervea,  "  was  bung  witb  rich 
tapestry,  and,  according  to  the  faahioD  of  those  days,  atrewed 
with  hay ;  upon  the  queen  coming  out  to  go  ^  prayers,  she 
waa  attended  in  the  following  manner  :  firat  went  gentlemen, 
who  were  followed  by  barona,  earla,  and  knights  of  tbe  Garter, 
all  richly  dressed,  with  their  heads  nncovered  ;  next  came  the 
(Jiancellor,  bearing  the  seals,  in  a  red  lilk  pnrse,  between  two, 
on*  of  whom  carried  the  royal  sceptre,  the  other  tbe  sword  of 
■tate,  in  a  red  scabbard,  studded  with  golden  fleurs  de  lis,  the 
point  upwards;  then  came  her  majesty,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  ber  aixty-fifth  year,  she  was  very  majestic,  ber  face  obloag, 
fcir,  but  wrinkled,  her  eyes  small  and  black,  but  still  pleasant. 
ber  nose  a  little  hooked,  her  lips  narrow,  and  her  teeth  black ; 
•be  wore  two  pearls  in  her  ears,  with  very  rich  drops,  she  alao 
wore  false  hair,  and  that  red ;  upon  ber  head  was  a  mtM 
crown,  made,  it  is  said,  of  some  of  the  gold  of  tbe  celebrated 
Lnn^onrgh  table.  Her  bosom  was  uncovered,  adorned  with 
aneeklau  of  costly  jewels;  her  bands  were  small,  and  her 
fingers  taper ;  her  stature  of  a  middling  height ;  and  her 
nenner  of  speaking  mild  and  obliging.  That  day  the  was 
dressed  in  white  ailk,  bordered  with  pearls  of  the  size  of 
beans,  and  over  it,  a  mantle  of  black  silk,  shot  with  silver; 
bar  train  was  very  long,  tbe  end  of  which  was  borne  by  a 
aarchioiMSB ;  instead  of  a  chain,  she  bad  an  oblong  collar  of 
gold  and  jewels.  As  sbewentalong,  she  spoke  very  graciously 
M  those  who  attended,  as  well  as  to  foreign  ministers,  in 
Engliah,  Frcnah,  and  Italian,  for,  in  addition  to  her  uoder- 
•taading  both  Greek  and  Latin,  she  was  also  well  acquainted 
amd  complete  mistress  of  Spanish,  Scotch,  end  Dutch  ;  every 
cne  spoke  to  ber  kneeliog.  Tb«  ladies  of  the  court  followed 
mext  to  her,  all  eztFemely  handsome  and  elegantly  sha^Kd,  and 
tbey  were  attired  in  white  dresacB.  She  was  guarded  oo  each 
aide  by  tbe  geotlenen  pensioners,  fifty  in  number,  with  gilt 
bailleazas ;  in  the  anti-cteifwl  next  tbe  hall,  she  received 
petitions,  and  that  most  graciously,  which  occasioned  tbe 
MtclnMBtions  of  'Long  live  Queen  Elisabeth  J'  she  answsed 
it  with, '  I  thank  yea,  my  good  people.'" 

KJttg  James  erected  a  new  brickwork  tawards  tbe  gandcn. 
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ftnd  walled  in  the  park,  he  also  laid  the  fouodation  of  the 
Home  of  Deiight,  towards  the  pi^fk>  since  allotted  to  the 
rafigers,  which  Henrietta  Maria,  wife  or  Charles  I.,  completed, 
and  furnished  ao  magnificently  that  it  far  sorpaesed  all  other 
houses  of  the  kind  at  that  time  in  England. 

Oh  Saturday,  May  6,  in  the  Sd  of  King  James,  the  christen- 
ing of  the  Princess  Mary  was  performed  with  great  solemnity 
at  the  court  of  Greenwich.  In  that  reign  also,  Henry  Howard, 
earl  of  Northampton,  had  a  grant  of  the  castle  in  the  park, 
which  he  enlarged  and  beautified,  and  being  much  pleased 
wiih  its  situation,  made  it  bis  principal  residence.  He  died 
unmarried  in  the  12th  year  of  the  same  reign. 

Charles  I.  resided  a  length  of  time  at  this  place,  till  the 
year  1641,  and  left  it,  with  the  fatal  resolution  of  taking 
his  journey  northward,  when  the  events  that  succeeded  pre- 
TeDted  him  from  ever  visiting  it  again.  On  his  death,  id 
1648,  this  palace,  &c.  was,  with  the  other  possessions  of  the 
crown,  seized  by  the  Parliamentarians,  who  passed  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  sale  of  the  crown  lands,  excepting  however,  for 
their  own  use,  among  others,  the  late  king's  honours,  palaces, 
and  parks,  the  honour  and  manor  of  East  Oreenwich,  the 
house  called  Greenwich  house,  and  the  Queen's  new  buildings, 
with  the  gardens,  orchards,  8cc.  belonging  to  the  same,  the 
park  adjoining,  commonly  called  Greenwich  park,  and  the 
castle  within  it,  then  accounted  a  place  of  some  strength  and 
consequence.  It  appears  that  when  the  Parliament  thonght 
proper  to  secure  for  its  use  the  several  forts  and  places  of 
strength  on  either  side  of  the  river  Thames,  an  ordinance  wit 
paRsed  in  1642,  referring  to  the  committee  of  the  militia  is 
London,  to  take  proper  means  for  securii^  this  castle,  with 
the  Blockhouses  at  Gravesend  and  Blackheath.  The  extent 
of  tlie  royal  palace  may  still  be  traced,  by  the  names  of  seveial 
streets  and  places,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  called,  in  ibe 
old  parish  books,  the  King's  House  and  Bame,  King's  Barnes, 
Queen's  Barnes,  King's  Mews,  Queen's  Hews,  the  Court,  the 
Palace,  and  the  Palace  jrard ;  there  is  also  a  place  in  Greee- 
wicb  called  Royal  Hill. 

But  the  necessities  of  the  Commonwealth,  stHsetiat 
after,  requiring  money  for  the  expenses  of  ^e  navy, 
their  house  of  Commons,  in  i6&2,   resolved  that  Ofeen> 
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wieh    Park    house  and  the  lands   should   be  yhinediatet;f 

■old. 

.    Particular!  were  accordirigly  .made  oiK,  for  the  sale  of  the 

hobby  ailablea,  and  dtlier  trifling  etectioris,  aa  wetl  as  the  rbyal 

gii^n  and  palace;    but  no  further  proceeding,  as  to  the 

remainder,  seem  to  have  been  resolved  upon  at  that  period. 

In  1664.  the  •nb-commiUee.ror  the  iievetiue  finding  that  the 
house  and  park  of  EaSt  Greenwich,  and  -other  palaces  of  ihe 
late  king,  whieh  had'  been'  svrveyed  and  valued,  then  remained 
unsold,*  after  solemn  debates,  declared  that  they  were  fit 
.  places  for  tKe  accommoda^on  of  -  the  Lord  Protector,  and. 
therefore  not  valued  ^t  any  gross  sum,  but  allovred  towards 
the  rerenue,  tfb  returned  in  the  sprrey,  at  the  yeariy  reotal  of 
£1264  IS  4.  The  beautiful^  grove  under  Greenwich  castle 
had  been,  some  time  previous,  demolished,  in  the  general 
destruction  made  of  the  royal  parks,  woods,  and  forests. 

On  the  restoration  of  Charles  11.,  in  1660,  this  manor-an^ 
palace,  with  the  park  and  othel*  royal  demesne,  again  reverted'. 
to  the  crown.  The  above  prince,  finding  that  the  old  palace 
was  greatly  decayed  by  time,  and  want  of  necealary  repairs, 
-during  the  usurpation,  shortly  afler  his  return,  formed  the 
design  of  erecting  a  roost  magnificent  structure  at  Greenwich, 
when  he  completed  one  end  of  i  stately  pile  of  building,  of 
fteestone,  now  the  west  wing  of  the  hospital,  at  an  expense 
of  £36,000,  but  proceeded  no  further  in  the  undertaking,  liav- 
ing  aUo,  as  before  mtetioned,  waded  ronod  the  park,  as  it 
now  appears. 

In  this  unfinished  aiate  the  palace  continued  till  the  time  of 
King  William,  who  being  desirous  of  promoting  the  naval 
strength  of  the  kingdom,  gave  it,  with  several  edifices,  and 
■otne  adjoimng  grounds,  as  tin  hosVital,  for  the  use  of 
those  English  seamen  of  fais  royal  navy  and  their  children^ 
who,  by  age,  wounds,  or  other  casulties,.  should  iib  disabled 
ftom  further  service.  For  that  purpose,  the  king  and  queen 
issued  their  letters  patent,  in  the  6th  year  of  their  reign,  a.d. 
1694,  whereby  they  granted  to  lord  Somers,  then  lord  keeper, 
^nd  several  of  the  great  officers  of  state,  a  parcel  of  grouiid 
in  East  Oreenwi^,  baing  part  of  their  majesties'  manor  of  - 
EastGreftHwich,  and  the  capital  messuage,  lately  built  by  their 
loyaiuBde,  Charles  il„  eiill  ratnainiDg  unfinished,  commenl/ 
vol..  IV.  .  4  r  ' 
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called  the  Palace  of  Qreenwich,  with  Mveral  other  edifice*  ud 

buildings,  itanding  upon  part  or  the  ground  bounded  by  the 
river  Thamei,  on  the  north,  to  hold,  as  of  their  manor  of  Eut 
Greenwich,  in  free  and  common  socage,  by  fealty  only,  to  the 
intent  that  the  premises  should  be  converted  into  an  HOsPiTiln 
for  the  above  purposes,  which  plan  is  said  to  have  been  previ- 
«nsly  suggested  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren ;  and  that  f»  sood  as 
the  building  should  be  finished,  the  king  and  queen  would 
establish  a  corporation,  or  hojof  politique,  for  the  govefDment 
thereof,  and  then  convey  the  premises  to  the  said  body,  which 
being  afterwards  established,  tbey  were  accordingly  vested  in 
those  personages. 

The  following  year,  the  queen  being  dead,  the  king  agiis 
issued  his  letters  patent  for  a  commission,  setting  forth,  thit 
ROthing  would  more  effectually  conlribuu  to  the  trade,  naviga- 
tion, and- naval  strength  of  the  realm,  than  the  establishment  of 
some- competent  provision  for  seamen,  who  by  age,  wounds,  oc 
other  accidents,  should  become  disabled,  and  not  in  a  conditioa 
to  maintain  themselves. 

To  effect  this  desirable  end,  he  commissioned  George,  here- 
ditary prince  of  Denmark,  and  a  great  number  of  the  nobility, 
bishops,  and  alderman  of  London,  as  well  as  the  commissionen 
of  the  navy,  and  other  gentlemen,  to  meet  for  the  eicecuting 
that  commission,  and  to  consider  of  the  proper  methods  for 
performing  the  same.  They  were  also  to  prepare  models  of  the 
buildings,  with  such  schemes  and  draughts  as  might  best 
explain  them ;  to  draw  up  a  charter  of  foundation,  with  statutei 
and  efficient  orders,  and  to  receive  the  king's  yearly  allowance 
towards  this  building,  and  all  gifts  and  subscriptions  that  any 
•ther  persons  might  contribute  towards  the  same. 

After  that  commission,  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  for  the 
more  effectual  forwarding  and  perfecting  this  excellent  design, 
and  providing  a  sufficient  endowment;  wherein,  after  several 
regulations  in  regard  to  the  admittance  of  seamen,  it  wis 
ordered,  that  every  seaman  serving  his  majesty  should  allow, 
out  of  his  wages,  6d.  per  month,  for  the  better  support  and 
augmentation  of  the  revenues. 

On  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne,  £50,000  bad  beea 
expended  on  the  buildings,  much  more  being  required 
to  finish   them;    however,    they  were   in  such  fcHrwardnesi, 
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that,  in  1706,  a  hundred  disabled  Beamen  were  received  into 
this  hospital. 

Queen  Anne  issued  her  commisHton,  in  her  3d  year.  Tor  carry- 
in;;  on  and  finishing  these  buildings,  for  stating  the  accounts  of 
the  same,  and  proTiding  for  sach  matters  as  should  be  thought 
fit,  in  regard  to  the  Acls  of  Parliament  then  existing,  or  that 
might  afteitwards  be  passed,  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen. 

In  July  1708,  the  hospital  was  so  far  advanced  as  to  contain 
350  poor  disabled  sailors,  the  income  then  being  computed  at 
£13,000  per  annum,  whereof  one  half  was  allowed  for  the  yearly 
maintenance  of  the  inmates,  and  the  other  moiety  towards  the 
erection  of  the  buildings. 

In  the  10th  of  Queen  Anne,  an  Act  passed,  whereby  other 
seamen,  though  not  in  the  service  of  the  crown,  were  made 
liable  to  the  payment  of  6d.  a  month,  for  the  better  support  of 
the  hospital,  and  as  no  seamen  had  then  been  admitted  but  such 
as  had  served  in  the  royal  navy,  it  was  in  future  stipulated,  that 
any  seaman  might  enter  the  institulion  who  should  produce  an 
authentic  certificate  of  his  being  qiaimed,  wounded,  or  hurt,  in 
defending  any  ship  of  her  majesty's  subjects  against  the  enemy* 
whereby  lie  was  disabled  for  sea  service. 

George  I.,  in  his  Ist  year,  issued  a  commission  for  carrying 
on,  building,  and  providing  for  this  hospital,  revoking  the  priov 
commission,  and  removing  the  former  governors;  and  being 
extremely  desirous  of  promoting  and  carrying  on  the  andertak- 
ing,  he  appointed  his  son,  George  Augustus,  prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  several  great  officers  of  state  for  the  time  being,  to  acfc 
as  commissioners  of  the  hospital.  It  was  further  ordered,  that  a 
general  court  should  be  held  quarterly,  at  which  all  officers  for 
the  hospital  should  be  recommended  to  the  lord  high  admiral; 
who  was  deputed  to  appoint  them,  with  the  exception  of  the 
governor  and  treasurer;  all  officers,  or  others  admitted  in 
future  to  be  seafaring  persons,  and  that  the  general  court,  with 
Uie  assistance  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  shonld 
forthwith  prepare  a  charter  and  statates  for  the  perpetual 
goveroment  of  the  hospital.  That  twenty-four  persons  should 
be  appointed,  styled  directors,  with  powers  to  carry  on  the 
boildings,  state  the  accounts  for  the  works,  and  make  contracts 
for  provisions  and  other  necessarieB.    The  lord  high  admiral,  ov 


bvGooi;^!* 


w  ,   HiSToay  OP  the 

HeneNJ  eooit,  vhen  UMOibled,  wab  to  ngainate  and  fill  ap  tbs 

number  or  -directors. 

King  Oeorj^e-lll,,  liy  hia  charter,  in  177£,  Jnaorporated  (lie 
.governor  of  this  bospitat  ^d  others,  diefein  osntad,  as  one 
body  politic  flEul  corporate,  by  the  titJe  of  the  ComuatMnen  tuid 
Gifoemort  of  the  Jtmfni  HotpHal  far  seianen  at  Grtmmnci,  in  tkt 
coimiy  of  Kent.-  Tbug  bae  the  constant  attentioa  oCtbe  orown 
fpd  legislature  to  this  noblexWrttytunnounlad  oMry  difficnky, 
^-hic)>,  in  tta  infan^  stats,  had  proved  so  diffionlt  a'  luk  to 
encounter. 

The  royal  agd  national  bounty  baFa  been  from  time  to  time 

'  extended  towards  this  noble  establishsqent,  both  from  primta 

and  public  bMi^factions,  a  list  of  which,  from  t^  fimodation, 

according  tQ  the  tables  hung  up  at  the  entraDse  of  th*  ball, 

«mount  to  upwRrds  of  £68,200. 

The  commissioners  and  governors  of  Oreenwich  Hos())tal 
appointed  under  the'£h«rt«r,  are  the  archbishops,  the  lord  cbaa- 
cellor,  the  l(trd9  of  the  Privy  Counoil,  &11  the  great  officers  of 
|ta(e,  the  twelve  judges,  the  B^  offioers  and  commiBsioaen  of 
(he  aa.vy,  the  roaster  and  fvra  vanior  elder  brethren  of  the 
Trinity  House,  the  mayor  »iid  three  aetiior  aldermen  of  l^osdon, 
as  well  as  the  governor,  tba  deputy  goTeralor,  the  directora,  find 
other  officers  of- the  hospital  for  tlte  tima  being. 

The  principal  offieers  are,  a  goremor,  a  Ueuteaant  gsveraar, 
Cnur  captains,  eight  lieutenants,  tx^sucer,  secratary,  autUhtr.  sai* 
Teyor,  clerk  of  t|ie  works,  clerk  of  the  cheque,  two  o^f  ptaios,  s 
physician,  slirgeon,  stewardr  and  various  other'  aasistenta  and 
uiferisr  servants.  '  The  salary  of  tba  gOTeroer  ia  £1000  par 
annum,  the  lieutenant  governor  £400,  the  captains  hav«  «uh 
^23Q  per  annum,  the  lieuteoants  £\  15  each,  and  the  surv^ers 
£?PQ  each.  The  treasurer  £200.  the  sccratary,  olerk  of  the 
«|)eqiie,  and  stewRrd,  £1^  each,  the  auditor  £100,  the  phy- 
licjan  £^S3  10,  the  cbaplaias  £130  eaob,  and  t^  clerk  of  the 
fvQrk8'£91  5.  The  officers  are  also  allowed  a  certain  quantity  • 
$f  lOO^Is  and  candles,  and  14d.  a  day,  instead  of  diet, 

GxESNwiCii    UospmL   is   a   magoificent   and   «zteaaive 

itrHCture,  erected  principaHy  -of  •PortlandistiMM^caoaisting  af 

fauc.  distind:  quadrapgular  piles  of  btuldtng,  distio^ishnd  .by 

,  the  names  of  the  mpeotive  menarohs  iu  wkose  reigns  they  vera 
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founded.  The  front,  towards  the  Tkatnes,  coDsists  of  two 
ranges  of  stone  buildings,  with  the  ranger's  house  at  the  back 
park,,  in  the  centre ;  behind  which,  the  park  rises  with  a  iiobls 
ascent.  Tliese  wings,  between  which  is  a  large  area,  bear  the 
names  of  Eing  Charles  and  Queen  Anne,  presenting  a  general 
correspondence  both  in  style  and  arrangement.  The  north  and 
south  fronts  convey  the  appearance  of  a  double  pavilion  con- 
joined above,  by  the  continaation  of  .en  attic  order,  with  a 
balnstrade  ajirmonnting  the  whole,  but  aepRrated  below  by  an 
open  portal. 

The  centre  of  each  pavilion  displays  an  elegant  pediment, 
supported  by  four  Corinthian  columns,  and  the  sides  a  double 
pilaster  of  the  same  order.  In  the  tympanun  of  the  eastern 
pediment  of  King  Charles's  building  is  a  sculpture  of  Mars  and 
Fame.  The  east  front  of  this  edi&ce  (jorresponding  with  that 
of  tb»  we»t,  of  Queen  Anne's,  is  rusticated,  and  has  a  Letrastylc; 
portico  in  the  centre,  of  the  Corinthian  order. 

The  two  southern  ranges  of  buildings,  bearing  t|ie  names  of 
King  William  and  Queefi  Mary,  harp,  eooformably  with  tba 
above,  a  geperal  r&femblance  to  e^ch  other,  t'hougb  differing  ia- 
parts  and  ornaments.  To  the  inner  side  of  each  range  is 
attached  a  handsome  colonade  of  Portjand  stone,  supported  by 
numerous  duplicated  Doric  columns  an4  pilasters,  apd  extend- 
ing to  the  length  of  347  feet,  with  a  return  pavilion  af  the  end, 
70  feet  long.  Above  the  aoathem  extremity  of  eacb  colonnade 
is  a  tvrr^ led  dome,  rising  to  the  height,  pf  120  feet. 

Queen  Mary's  building  contains  the  (^apd,  ^bicb  is  t>ne  of 
the  moet  elegant  specimens  of  Grecian  architecture  in  this 
country.  The  edifice  is  on  the  site  of  a  former  strocture,  de- 
*tt.Qyed  by  a  conflagntion,  on  ths  9d  of  Jaoiiary,  1779,  which 
equally  consumed  the  great  diqing  hall,  and  as  many  of  t^o 
Wfirds  as  contained  the  lodging*  of  600  pei^le.  Th*  whole  ha* 
Wnce  been  rebuilt,  ^nd  the  chapel  was  opened  fof  divine 
urrice  on  the  20th  of  September,  1789.  The  porul  oonsista 
of  an  architrave  of  frieze  ftnd  cOfpice,  of  statuary  marblp ;  the 
jains  ar^  (welre  feet  high,  in  oqe  piece,  enrich^  with  «|ccelleat 
■colpture,  The  frieze  is  the  work  pf  Bacon,  and  consists  pf 
ll>f  %vrfla  of  two  apgels,  with  festopns,  sapportiog  tbo 
■acrad  wri^np,  OD  tbfl  leaves  of  vhich  ia  the  fplLowiog  in- 
■cription : 
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But  grace  wkl  truth  cune  b}>  Jcmii  Chrisc" 

Within  this  entrance  is  a  portico  of  six  fluted  columns,  fiftwn 
feet  high,  the  capitals  and  bascB  are  Ionic,  after  Greek  modeU. 
The  columns  form  the  support  of  the  organ  gallery,  being 
crowned  by  an  entablature  and  balustrade  enriched  with  suit- 
able ornanienta.  On  ihe  tablet,  in  the  front  of  the  gallery,  h 
a  basso-relievo,  representing  the  figures  of  angels  sounding  the 
harp.  On  the  pedestals  on  either  side,  are  ornaments,  coo> 
sisting  of  trumpets  and  other  musical  instruments;  and  on  the 
tablet  between,  the  following  inscription,  in  letters  of  gold : 

"PraiBehim  with  tbe  fODDil  aftninpctB, 
Praiie  him  with  Hrii^ed  Instrumenls  uid  oi^ns."    Piaim  ISO. 

In  this  gallery  is  a  rery  fine  organ,  built  by  Mr.  Samuel  Green ; 
on  each  side  of  the  gallery,  are  four  grand  columns,  their  shafts 
of  Scagliola  marble,  in  imitation  of  Sienna  marble,  by  Ricbter, 
and  their  capitals  and  vases  of  statuary  marble.  At  the  oppo- 
■ite  end  of  the  chapel,  are  four  similar  columns,  which  support 
the  arched  ceiling  and  roof;  they  are  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
and,  with  their  pedestals,  twenty-eight  feet  high.  On  the 
sides  of  the  chapel,  between  the  upper  and  lower  range  of 
windows,  are  the  galleries  containing  pews  for  the  officers  and 
their  families.  Those  of  the  goTemor  and  lieutenant  govemtv, 
opposite  each  other,  are  distioguished  by  ornaments,  constating 
of  the  naval  crow^i  and  other  insignia.  Beneath  thcMe  galleries 
and  the  cantilivers  supporting  them*  are  ranges  of  fluted 
pilasters.  The  cantilivers  are  decorated  with  antique  foliage; 
the  entablature  over  the  pilasters,  with  marine  oraatnenta;  the 
intervals  between  them,  with  festoons ;  and  the  pedestals  of  the 
balustrade  in  front  of  the  galleries,  with  tridents  and  wreaths- 
The  tablet  in  the  centre  of  each  balnstrade  contains  the  anus  of 
the  hospital ;  and  the  frieze  below  is  carved  with  a  foliage  in 
the  Greek  style.  Over  the  lower  range  of  windows,  are  paiul- 
ings  in  cfaiaro  osenro,  representing  some  of  the  principal  ermts 
in  the  life  of  our  Saviour,  accompanied  by  ornaments  of  chande- 
labras  and  festoons.  Above  the  gallery,  is  a  richly  carved  stone 
fascia,  whereon  stands. a  range  of  pilasters,  of  the  Componte 
order,  Uieir  shafts  of  Scagliola,  corresponding  with  those  of  the 
eight  great  columns,  and  jointly  with  them,  appearing  to  sup- 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  719 

port  the  Epistylium  which  surrounds  the  whole  chapel.  The 
Epistylium  is  enriched  with  angels  bearing  festoons  of  oak 
leaves,  dolphins,  shells,  and  other  applicable  ornaments.  Thence 
rises  the  carved  ceiling,  which  is  divided  into  compartnients, 
adorned  with  foliage,  golocbi,  &c.  after  the  antique.  Between 
the  upper  pilasters  are  recesses,  wherein  are  painted,  in  chiaro 
occuro,  the  Apostles  and  Evangelists;  and  at  either  end  of  the 
galleries,  are  concave  recesses,  ornamented  with  Bowers  carved 
in  stone.  In  these  recesses  are  the  doors  of  entrance  into  the 
galleries,  decorated  with  enriched  pilasters  and  entaUatures, 
and  a  group  of  ornaments,  consisting  of  the  naval  crown, 
wreaths  of  laurel^  and  tridents.  Above  the  doors,  are  circular 
recesBes,  containing  paintings,  in  chiaro  otcuro,  of  the  prophets 
Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Moses,  and  David.  The  communion  table  is 
a  lemi  oval  slab  of  statuary  marble,  near  eight  feet  long^  sup* 
ported  by  six  cherubim  standing  on  a  white  marble  step,  of  the 
tame  dimensions.  Abovei  is  a  painting  by  West,  in  a  superb 
carved  and  K>lt  frame,  representing  the  Preservation  of  St. 
Paul  from  Shipwreck  on  the  Island  of  Melitia.  The  picture  in 
question  is  twentyfive  feet  high,  and  fourteen  wide,  displaying 
three  principal  groups.  The  first,  at  the  lower  part,  represents 
the  mariners  and  prisoners  bringing  on  shore  various  articles 
which  have  been  saved  from  the  wreck;  and  near  those,  is  en 
elegant  figure,  intended  for  a  Roman  lady  of  distinction,  clasp- 
ing, with  fervor,  an  urn  containing  the  ashes  of  her  deceased 
Irasband,  who  had  fallen  in  the  wars  in  Judea.  Before  her  is 
represented  an  aged  infirm  man,  who,  being  unable  to  assist 
himself,  is  carried  in  the  arms  of  two  robust  youths.  In  the 
centre  of  the  painting,  is  the  principal  group,  consisting  of  St. 
Paal  shaking  into  the  fire  tiie  viper  that  had  fastened  on  bis 
band,  those  brethren  who  accompanied  him,  the  friendly 
Centurian,  and  a  band  of  Roman  soldiers,  bearing  their  proper 
insignia.  The  figures  above  these,  on  the  summit  of  the  rocks, 
form  the  third  group,  and  consist  of  the  hospitable  islanders 
lowering  down  fuel  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  reUef  of  the 
sufferers.  The  sea  and  the  wrecked  ship  appear  in  the  back- 
groand,  which  combine  to  exhibit  a  scene  that  cannot  fiiil  of 
producing  a  proper  effect  on  the  minds  of  sea-faring  men,  and 
of  impressing  them  with  a  due  sense  of  their  past  preservation 
and  present  comfortable  situatioa  and  support  in  Uiis  gloriooa 
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aiytum  For  nvnl  *oitii.  On  ettber  ride  of  the  areh.  wbidi  to> 
minales  the  top  of  the  pictnre,  are  angels  of  stataary  mtHile; 
by  Bacon,  one  bearing  tbe  cross,  and  tbe  others,  the  emblen  of 
the  Eachanist,  by  Bacon.  This  excellent  combination  oF  miriu 
oF  art  is  terminated  afaore,  in  flie  segment  between  the  grett 
comiee  and  ceiling,,  by  a  painting  of  the  Aacension,  from  tbe 
pend)  of  Rebecca^  in  cliiaro''  osenro,  forming  tfaA  last  in  tbt 
b«rie«  of 'paintings  bf  the  life  of  onr  Savioar  that  aarron^ 
the  chape).  The  middle  of  the  aisle,  and  tbe  apace  rona^  tbt 
organ  gallery,  are  pared  with  black  and  white  marble,  in 
golochi  frets,  and  other  oritaments,  having  in  the  cantre  la 
anchor  and  seaman's  compass.  Tbe  pulpit'  ia  circular,  rap-, 
ported  by  six  Anted  columns  of  lime  tree,  with  an  entaUatnte 
above,  richly  carved,  of  the  same  materials^  The  ianor 
columns  display  tbe  following  alto-relievos,  <aken  from  tbi 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  executed  after  designs  by  West.  The 
Conversion  of  Sti  Paul,  Acta,  ix. ;  CJoriifclius's  Vision,  chap. 
X. ;  Peter  released  from  Prison  by  tbe  Angel,  obap.  ni:; 
Elymas  stnidc  blind,  chap.  ziii. ;  St.  Paul  preaching  at  Atheai. 
and  converting  Dionysius  tbe  Areopagite,  chap,  xviii ;  sod 
Paul  pleading  before  Felix,  chap.  zxiv.  The  reader's  desk  it 
•quare,  with  oolnmns  at  the  font  eonien,  sunaounted  hy  la 
entablature,  similar  to  those  of  the  pulpit ;  and  in  die  fon 
inner  columns  are  alto-relievos  of  tbe  prophets  Daniel,  Mioab, 
Kachariah,  and  Malachii 

Tbe  following  paintings,  in  Uiioro  «sduro,  relative  to  oat 
Saviour,  are  placed  oVer  the  lower  windows ;  the  first  fevrsf 
tb6  series  are  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  side  of  the  ohapelj  le^ 
presenting  the  Nativity  :  the  Angel  appea;ring  to  the  ahepfaenl^' 
the  Magi  wtn-sfaipping ;  and  the  Qight  into  Egypk  Tbe  fimr 
which  follow  on  the  same  Bide;  are  by  Catton,  and  represeot 
St.  John  baptizing;  the  ckllings  of  St;  Peter  and  St.  Andrent 
our  Saviour  pre«}hing  from  i  ship  to  the  people  on  shore ;  .wid 
the  stilling  of  the  tem|Kst.  Tbe  four  at  the  west  «nd  of.  tbe 
north  aide  are  by  Milborne,  delineating  Christ  walking  en  tki 
see  attd  sbving  Peter  from  nnking;  the  bHod  man  onred  Hya 
touch;  Lasarus  raised  from  the  dead;  and  the  ttanafigdiatioD. 
Thfe  next-Four,  on  die  sane  side,  are  by  Rbfaeooa,  and  repfaeat 
the  Lord's  simper ;  Christ  before  Pilate ;  the  orucifiziaD ;  and 
reaarrection.     Th«  ApeeUes  rad  Erangiglista  in  the  recesMit 
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between  the  upper  windows  and  the  four  prophets,  in  the 
circles  above  the  gallery  doors,  are  by  the  last- mentioned 
artist,  after  designs  of  West.  On  the  sides  of  the  gate,  which 
open  to  these  buildings  from  the  park,  are  placed  large  ter- 
restrial and  celestial  globes ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  is 
a  statue  of  George  II, 

The  hall  of  this  hospital  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill. 
The  ceiling  displays  a  very  deep  and  large  oval  frame,  in  the 
centre  of  which  King  Wiiham  and  Queen  Mary  are  represented 
seated  on  a  throne,  end  surrounded  by  personifications  of  the 
'  cardinal  virtues,  the  seasons,  the  four  elements,  the  signs  of 
the  zodiac,  and  varioua  other  symbolical  devices.  At  each 
end  of  the  oval,  the  ceiling  is  raised  in  perspeclive,  and  exhi- 
bits a  gallery  with  an  elliptic  arch,  supported  by  groups  of 
atoije- coloured  figures.  These  galleries  display  various  appro- 
priate naval  embellishments,  with  the  English  rivers,  and  the 
arts  and  sciences  relative  to  navigation.  The  sides  of  the  ball 
are  adorned  with  fiuted  pilasters  and  trophies ;  and  in  recesses 
on  tbe  north  side,  are  allegorical  figures,  in  chiaro  oscuro,  of 
the  more  liberal  virtues,  as  hospitality,  generosity,  &c. 

Within  the  last  few  years  a  portion  of  the  funds  of  this  mag- 
nificent institution  has  been  appropriated  for  purchasing  a 
gallery  of  paintings,  illustrative  of  the  great  feats  performed 
by  the  navy  of  England,  as  well  as  portraits  of  its  gallant 
commanders.  This  laudable  determination  has  been  followed 
up  with  BO  much  energy,  that  tbe  number  of  paintings  at  pre- 
sent amounts  to  nearly  160,  among  which  are  not  only  jvorks 
of  our  best  modem  artists,  but  also  many  specimens  of  the 
talents  of  painters  long  niTmbered  with  the  illustrious  dead. 

From  tbe  money  given  to  the  persons  who  show  tbe  chapel 
and  ball,  a  moderate  allowance  is  granted  to  them,  the  remain- 
der forming  an  excellent  fund  towards  the  maintenance  of  not 
lets  thwi  200  poor  boys,  sons  of  slain  or  disabled  seamen,  out 
of  which  fund  they  are  entirely  provided  for,  and  taught  such 
a  portion  of  mathematical  learning  as  fits  them  for  sea  service. 

The  number  of  pensioners  in  tliis  noble  hospital  has  gradu- 
ally increased  with  the  finances  of  the  establishment,  each 
having  a  weekly  allowance  of  a  loaf,  weighing  sixteen  ounces. 
three  pounds  of  beef,  two  of  mutton,  a  pint  of  pease,  a  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  cheese,  two  ounces  of  butter,  fourteen  quarts 
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of  beer,  and  Is.  for  pocket  money.  The  Itltlir  allowance,  ai 
regards  the  boatswain,  has  been  increased  to  2a.  6d.  a  week, 
and  thttt  of  the  mates,  to  Is.  6d.  Each  common  pensioner 
receives,  nnre  in  two  years,  a  suit  of  blue  cloth,  a  hat,  three 
pairs  of  stockings,  three  pairs  of  shoes,  and  four  shirts.  There 
are  also  3000  out- pensioners,  each  of  wh6m  is  supplied  with 
£7  per  annum. 

Greenwich  park  contains  about  18S  acres,  being  walled 
round,  and  Still  continues  Vested  in  the  crown.  The  park  wai 
laid  out  by  Le  Notre,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11.,  and  il 
planted  chiefly  with  eluin  and  Spanish  chesnuts. 

There  were  formerly  two  religious  houses  in  Greenwich; 
Edward  III.,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  John  Norbury,  bis  treasorer, 
ih  the  Slst  year  of  his  reign,  k.d.  1S76,  founded  a  rtli^aa 
koiae,  for  the  order  of  Minorites,  or  Franciscans,  commonly 
called  Grey  Friars,  which  was  made  an  alien  prtory,  anhject 
to  the  abbey  of  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  But  when  Henry  V.  sap* 
pressed  these  alien  eslablishments  throughout  England,  that 
of  Greenwich  became  inrolved  in  the  general  ruin,  and  the 
brothers  *ere  expelled. 

Edward  IV.,  perhaps  by  the  persuasion  of  hia  sister,  Mar- 
garet ducheaa  of  Burgundy,  resolred  to  found  a  ref^tets  hoot, 
or  comiott,  of  the  order  of  Observants,  uontignoUB  to  bit 
palace,  ftnd  most  probably  on  the  rery  place  of  the  fonnei; 
and  as  the  Obaerrants  were  only  a  more  reformed  bnnch  of 
the  HiniHites,  Uiat  bet  adds  some  weight  to  the  conjecture. 
Though  the  king  did  not  live  to  put  the  whble  of  this  design 
in  execution,  twTCrtheUss,  aboot  the  year  14W,  he  granted 
them  a  residence  here,  with  a  tittle  chaatry,  aitd  chapel  of  the 
holy  ctols,  for  their  devotions,  which  Pop«  Sixtus  IV.  gare 
them  lean  to  accept.  They  remained  in  thfs  atBt«  till  Henry 
VII.,  in  pursuance  of  the  design  of  EdWafd  IV.,  footrfed  this 
religious  house  at  the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  Soon  aflef 
whicli,  he  tiew  built  theit  house  from  the  fbuetfation  iriiich 
stood  adjoining  to  the  west  aide  of  the  pahce,  where  the  road, 
we  believe,  still  remains,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Friar's 
road.  Heiiry  VIH.  was  at  first  a  great  «dmirer  and  farorerof 
these  Obserntits,  till  they  warmly  espoused  the  Cause  of 
Qtteen  Caltteriue,  in  regard  to  her  divorce.  The  'queen  had 
always  retained  the  highest  opinion  of  titae  ssacCity  of  those 
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friars,  ioBomuch  that  Bhe  bad  one  of  Htfifn  (father  Johi}  ForesU 
for  her  confessor,  and  was  accustomad>  while  at  Greenwich,  to 
rise  at  midnight  to  divine  offices,  he  being  present,  in  the 
Fraaciacan  chapel,  during  the  time  the  friars  were  singing 
their  matins  and  lauds.  This  opposition  to  the  desire  of  the 
king  enraged  him  so  much,  that  from  that  time  this  rralernity 
were  continually  persecuted,  and  ultimately  dispersed.  Some 
died  to  prison,  others  were  executed,  under  imputation  of 
treasoB,  and  many  forced  to  Sy,  till  the  whole  body  was  com- 
pletely reduced.  In  1634,  in  his  26lh  year,  the  king  caused 
this  house  to  be  dissolved ;  but  after  nevly  twenty  years* 
baniEhmeut,  the  few  remaining  Franciscans,  on  the  accession 
of  Queen  Mary  to  the  throne,  again  appeared  in  public,  and 
^turning  to  Greenwich,  formed  a  community,  when  philip  and 
Mary,  in  1655,  new  founded  tbeir  monastery,  in  gratitude  for 
the  signal  resolution  they  had  evinced  in  supporting  the  cause 
of  her  mother. '  They  did  not,  however,  long  enjoy  the  restora- 
tion, for  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  2d  year,  a.d.  1559,  again 
suppressed  this  monastery,  when  the  friars  were  compelled  to 
fly  to  Flanders,  Germany,  and  other  parts  beyond  sea. 

The  several  buildings  of  the  convent  were  subsequently  made 
use  of  as  part  of  the  royal  palace,  and  so  continved  till  in  the 
taierreffttm,  after  the  deatb  of  Charles  I,,  when  they  were 
sold,  wilJi  some  other  parts  of  this  palace,  in  1652,  by  tlie 
powers  then  in  being,  to  Richard  BabingLan.  The  premises 
reverting  to  the  crown  upon  the  Restoratioii,  in  1660,  con- 
tinued part  of  the  royal  palace  till  King  Williami  in  the  6ih 
year  of  his  reign,  gave  them,  with  the  rest  of  his  palace,  as  an 
bospital  for  maimed  and  wounded  seamen. 

Among  other  charitable  minor  foundations  at  Greenwich, 
are  two  ho$pilaii  or  almshouses,  for  poor  people.  The  most  an- 
cient of  these  was  founded  by  William  Lambard,  esq-  author 
of  the  "  Perambulation  of  Kent,"  and  endowed  by  him,  for 
the  maintenance  of  twenty  poor  persons,  either  male  or  female. 
He  called  it  "tlje  College  of  Queen  Elizahetl)."  iN^eariy 
JC1300  in  South  Sea  anpuities,  and  some  smaller  bienefaciioos, 
to  the  amount  of  £10  annually,  have  been  given  to  this  hos- 
pital since  its  foundation. 

Th#  second  bospitai,  called  Norfolk  College,  is  situated  at 
the  east  epd  of  the  town,  and  was  fotuided,  in  1618,  by  Henry 
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earl  of  Nortbatnpton,  for  the  maintenance  of  twenty  decayed 
old  bonsekeepen,  twelve  out  of  Greenwicb,  and  eigbt  to  be 
alternately  cbosen  from  Shotlisham  and  Castle  Riaing,  Norfolk. 
To  this  college  a  chapel  is  attached,  in  which  is  interred  the 
body  of  the  earl,  which,  as  well  as  his  monument,  was  removed 
hither,  some  years  ago,  from  the  chapel  of  Dover  castle. 
Here  is  also  a  neat  row  of  almshouses,  erected  in  1809,  to 
commemorate  the  jabilee,  or  50th  year  of  the  reign  of  Geo^ 
III.;  and  two  houses  have  been  added  thereto  by  the  volunteer 
infantry  of  Greenwich. 

According  to  the  returns,  under  the  population  Act,  in  1811, 
Greenwich,  with  Deptford,  then  contained  5903  houses,  and 
36,780  inhabitants. 

Gbeenwich  is  in  the  ecclbbiastical  jubisdictioh  of 
the  diocese  of  Rochester  and  deanery  of  Dartford.  The  present 
church  is  a  handsome  modern  structure  of  stone,  which  wu 
completed  in  1718. 

The  church  of  Greenwich  was,  from  the  earlieat  accoonti, 
an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  given  by  Elthruda,  King 
Alfred's  niece,  to  the  abbey  of  Ghent;  which  grant  was  coa- 
firmed  by  archbishop  Dunstan,  by  King  Edgar  in  964,  and  by 
Edward  the  Confessor  in  1040.  William  the  Conqueror  again 
confirmed  this  grant  to  the  abbey,  as  did  several  of  his  lac- 
cessors,  particularly  Henry  I.  The  Parliament  of  Leicester, 
in  the  2d  of  Henry  V.,  suppressing  all  the  alien  priories,  ibe 
possessions  of  the  abbot  of  Ghent,  and  this  church,  as  part  of 
the  same,  became  vested  in  the  crown,  where  it  only  continued 
till  the  following  year,  when  the  king  settling  the  manor  of 
Greenwich  on  his  new  founded  priory  of  Shene,  this  church 
also  passed  with  the  same. 

Henry  VIII.  obtained  the  possession  of  this  church  firoin 
the  priory  of  Shene,  in  exchange  for  other  lands;  since  which) 
the  advowsoa  of  Greenwich  seems  to  have  continued,  without 
interruption,  in  the  possession  of  the  crown.  The  vicarage 
was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  £21,  and  the  yearly  tentbi 
at  £2  2.  In  the  Conommon  of  Inquirtft  in  1650,  it  was  returned 
that  East  Greenwich  was  a  vicarage,  with  one  bouse,  an  acre 
and  one  rood  of  glebe  land. 

The  old  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Alphege,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  who  was  slain  by  the  Danes,  in  1011.    It  bad, 
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from  lapse  of  years,  become  so  ruinous,  that  on  the  28tb  of 
November,  1710,  the  roof  fell  in;  Boon  after  which,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  commisBioners  under  the  Act  for 
building  new  churches,  began  to  erect  the  present  edifice, 
which  was  consecrated  by  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury,  bishop  of 
Rochester.  In  this  church  it  was  insisted  that  the  king  had  a 
right  to  a  pew,  which  was  agreed  to  by  a  vestry  held  for  that 
purpose. 

In  the  old  ckureA,  among  other  tombs,  was  a  monument 
of  a  man  in  armour  kneeling  at  a  desk,  with  eight  sons 
behind  him,  and  a  woman,  kneeling  likewise,  with  the 
same  number  of  daughters,  commemorative  of  Francis  Heiton, 
obiit  1600,.  aged  thirty-eight:  a  monument,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  choir,  for  William  MatleclifF:  in  the  chancel,  a 
brass  plate  for  Thomas  Gallys,  and  Joan  his  wife:  against 
the  south  wall,  a  brass  plate,  wiih  the  figures  of  a  man  and 
woman  kneeling,  for  Anthony  Lyie  and  his  wife,  he  having 
been  gentleman  usher  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  Near  the  east  wall 
was  a  monument  for  Aime  Newton ;  one  for  Richard  Bower, 
gent.,  of  the  chapel,  and  master  of  the  children  of  Henry 
Vni. ;  another,  with  the  figure  of  a  man  in  the  dress  of  the 
lime,  a  chain  of  gold  over  his  right  shoulder,  and  a  mace 
and  crown,  with  the  queen's  supporters  on  his  breast,  for  John 
Whytte,  gent.,  one  of  the  queen's  footmen.  Against  the 
south  wall  formerly  stood  the  monument  of  that  learned  anti- 
quary, William  Lambard,  removed,  as  before  mentioned,  to 
Seveaoaks ;  also  memorials,  on  stone,  for  the  daughters  of  lord 
Sherrard,  baron  of  Leitrim ;  with  many  more,  too  numerous 
for  insertion. 

In  the  new  church  there  are  no  memorials,  but  at  the  east 
end,  two  mural  monuments,  one  for  Sir  Henry  Sanderson,  obiit 
1760,  aged  fifteen,  son  of  Sir  Henry  Sanderson,  hart,  of 
Coombe,  by  Charlotte,  his  third  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Gough,  of  Warwickshire,  the  last  heir  of  his  name  and  family ; 
the  other,  for  Sir  Robert  Robinson,  obiit  1714,  aged  eighty- 
four,  and  his  two  wives.  Here  is  also  a  tomb  for  Sir  James 
Creed,  of  this  pariah,  obiit  1762,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  Mary, 
his  wife;  several  of  bis  children  also  lying  interred  in  a  vault 
beneath. 

In  1821  Greenwich  and  Deptford  conuined  6649  dwellingB; 
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and  at  the  same  period,  wben  the  lai t  oeiUBS  of  tbe  pofxilft- 
tion  was  taken  by  order  of  FarliameDt,  the  ovmbera  of  inhi- 
bitanU  were  •«  follow  :  malaa  20,053,  females  20,521,  mikii^ 
a  total  of  40,674  aouU. 

We  cannot  cloae  the  acoobot  of  Greaowiob  diatrict  wiUioat 
notioinfr  Uie  beautiful  church  just  completed,  aod  standiag  in 
the  park.  It  ha«  been  erected  under  the  direction  of  Georp 
Smith,  esq.,  architect  of  the  Mercera'  company,  whose  tule 
bad  been  previously  establiahed  by  bis  Buperioteadanot  of  tbe 
new  school  of  St.  Paul's,  and  the  beautiful  Gothic  pile  of 
almshouse?  situated  at  Holloway.  The  church  to  whicb  we 
refer  is  built  after  the  cbaate  Gothic  style,  and  calculated  ioc 
the  reception  of  SCO  persons ;  the  spire,  with  the  battleoinil 
tower,  is  about  200  («et  in  altitude,  forming  bold  a  and  poupi- 
cnouB  object  to  the  Burrounding country;  the  tout -en-semiir of 
the  fabric  being  in  every  respect  calculated  to  increase  the  n- 
puluUon  of  the  deaignist. 

Deptfobd,  aa  far  as  lies  within  tbia  oounty,  ia  within  the 
hundred  of  Blachheath,  and  was  so  named  from  the  deep  ford 
over  the  river  Ravensboroe,  before  the  bridge  was  erected.  I( 
was  generally  known  in  ancient  records  by  the  deDomioation 
of  Depfford  Strond,  otherwise  West  Greenwich,  a  name  whicb. 
in  later  times,  became  solely  appropriated  to  the  lower  partt. 

.on  th«  banks  of  the  Thames,  the  upper  town  retaimng  that  of 
DejHford  .only. 
It  lies  almost  foor  miles  (torn  London,  on  the.  mtrtb-wMt 

.verge  of  the  county,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  adjoifliflg 
the  county  of  Surrey,  in  which  a  small  portion  is  sitoated.  Is 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  was  little,  if  at  aU«  iahibitad,  tbe 
tide,  most  probably*  flowing  at  tistea  over  the  greater  part  of 
'  the  district,  which  probably  caused  tbe  itomaa  way  to  be 
made  aoutbward,  and  notthroi^  Deptford,  in  tbe  direct  liw 
to  London,  as  at  present.  Deptford  contiaoed  little  aum 
than  a  mean  fishing  village,  notwithstanding  its  oontignity  u 

,the  road,  and  approximation  to  the metropoUs*  till  Henry  VUI. 

.  first  created  a  atorebonse,  and  made  the  royal  dock  then, 
from  which  time  it  has  continued  to  increase  both  in  siie  sod 
population. 
lie  Bdytl  dock,  or  King's  ywd,  m  it  is  lowUy  laUted,  <d- 
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chides  an  area  tit  about  thirty-one  acres,  oceupied  by  various 
boildings ;  two  wet  docks  (a  double  and  a  single  one),  three 
■lips  for  meo  of  war,  a  basin,  two  mast  ponds,  a  model  loft, 
mast  houses,  a  lai^e  smith's  shop,  with  about  twenty  forges 
for  anchors,  sheds  for  timber,  8co.  besides  houses  for  the  officers 
who  superintend  the  works.  Near  the  Royal  dock  is  Soyi 
oouff,  which  formerly  belonged  to  John  Erelyn,  esq.,  th«  cele- 
brated natural  philosopher,  and  author  of  "Sylva,  or  a  Trea- 
tise on  Forest  TVees."  The  czar,  Peter  tha  Great,  resided 
there  for  some  time,  where  he  completed  his  knowledge  in  the 
prat*tical  part  of  naral  architecture.  By  an  order  from  Queen 
Elizabeth,  the  ahip  Pelican,  wherein  Sir  Francis  Drake  sailed 
round  the  globe,  was  laid  up  in  the  mast  dock  belonging  to 
this  yard.  A  chair  was  formed  out  of  her  remains,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  university  of  Oxford  ;  upon  which  occasion,  the 
oHelmtted  Cowley  wrote  the  following  lines : 

"  To  llu(  great  ihip,  which  rauDd  the  world  bu  mo. 
Anil  niBtched,  in  race,  the  chartot  of  the  tuD, 
This  Pjlhsgorean  ahip,  (for  it  maj  claim. 
Without  presumption,  to  deMmd  a  name,) 
fij  knowladge  once,  and  trans formatioii  now, 
Im  ber  new  ihape  thi*  laortd  port  iHow. 
Drake  Bod  his  ship  cou'd  not  bsf  e  wiih'd  from  fate 
A  happier  itation,  or  more  ble«wd  ettatei 
tor  lo !  a  teat  of  endless  rest  is  given 
To  her  in  Oxford,  and  to  him  in  heaven." 

Besides  the  Royal  dockyard,  Hiere  are  several  piWate  docks 
m  the  neighbourhood  of  DepiTord,  which,  from  their  extant, 
the  many  ships  continually  repairing  and  building  therein,  and 
the  vast  BtoTcs  of  timber  and  oAer  necessariea  laid  up,  would 
in  some  -countries,  be  esteemed  aiifficient  for  the  navy  of  a 
kingdom,  though  these  latter  are  fully  employed  by  the  mer- 
cbanta  and  tracers  of  Great  Britain. 

TheVrcTtiAiLiNO  OFncB,sometimes called  the  Redhouse, 
stands  on  the  site  of  %  large  range  of  Btorehoasea,  baiH  with 
red  brick,  which  w«s  consumed  by  fire  in  July  1639.  Th« 
materials  were  ao  combustible,  ^at  ncthing  could  be  saved, 
and  the  loss  was  incredible.  This  building  was  again  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1740.      Ttie  immense  pile  which  now  forms  the 
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Victualling  office  hai  been  erected  at  different  timet  since  tbtt 

period. 

In  1515,  a  lociety  was  founded  at  Deptford  by  Sir  Thomu 
Spert,  knight,  and  incorporated  by  Henry  VIII.  The  gnut 
was  made  to  the  sbipmen  and  mariners  of  this  realm,  whereb; 
they  were  enabled  to  institute,  to  ibe  honour  of  the  biaied 
Trinity  and  St.  Clement,  a  guild  or  brotherhood,  perpetual, 
concerning  the  cunning  and  craft  of  mariners,  and  for  the 
increase  and  augmentation  of  the  ships  thereof.  The  princi- 
pal business  of  this  society  is  ts  take  cognizance  of  all  set 
marks,  aud  to  erect  lighthouses  upon  the  sereral  coasts  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  security  of  navigation ;  to  direct  the  replic> 
ing  or  repairing  of  such  as  may  be  removed  or  decayed ;  and  to 
prosecute  every  person  who  wilfully  and  maliciously  destroyt 
or  injures  them.  They  are  likewise  to  give  the  earliest  pos- 
sible notice  of  their  proceedings  in  such  matters,  and  of  ill 
alterations  that  are  discovered  respecting  tba  depth  of  water 
upon  the  sea  coasts,  and  every  other  circumstance  whicb  cod- 
cerns  the  navigation  within  the  channel.  The  cleansing  of  the 
Thames,  and  preventing  and  removing  obstructions  upon  the 
river,  are  within  their  province.  They  supply  the  ships  that 
sail  from  the  river  with  such  ballast  as  is  taken  out  of  the 
same  to  increase  its  depth ;  and  also  grant  licence  to  poor 
seamen,  not  free  of  the  city  of  London,  to  work  on  the  river 
Thames.  They  have  also  the  power  of  examining  the  mathe- 
natical  children  of  Christ's  hospital,  and  the  masters  of  hit 
majesty's  ships.  They  appoint  pilots,  and  settle  the  several 
rates  of  pilotage  within  their  jurisdiction.  In  consideration 
of  which  weighty  and  necessary  public  duties,  and  that  their 
ships  and  servants  are  to  be  at  the  call  of  his  majesty,  seveial 
immunities  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  granted  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  IVt'ni^  houte,  more  particularly,  they  are  not  liable 
to  serve  on  juries,  and  all  the  brethren,  their  officers,  and  ser- 
vants, are  entitled  to  this  exemption.  The  corporation  god- 
eists  of  a  master,  deputy  master,  thirty-one  elder  brethren,  and 
an  unlimited  number  of  inferior  members. 

The  ancient  hall  in  Deptford,  at  which  the  meetings  of  this 
society  were  formerly  held,  was  taken  down  about  the  yeat 
1787,  and  an  elegant  building  erected  for  that  purpose  on 


-.„Gr 


COUNTY  OF  .KENT.  rit 

Towsr  hiH>  i^adoB.  Tbsra  are,  howcvar,  two  hospitals  wt 
Dcptford,  bsloBging  to  thia  corporation*  both  of  which  are 
cODtmodiouB  aUuctuna,  and  deiigned  for  the  benefit  of  d«- 
ca^ed  pilots,  maatera  <»f  ahipa,  or  tbeir  widowa,  the  man  being 
allowed  SOa.,  and  tbs  womeo  ISs.  ftt  awHilh. 

Deptford  ranked  ur^n^ly  oa  one  parochial  diatriot,  the 
sborcb  of  which  w«a  dedicated  to  SL  Nioholaa,  a  saint  be- 
liered  by  our  Saxon  aneaators  lo  be  propitious  to  all  sea- 
men, merahanta,  aad  ftsfaermea;  many  sacred  edifices,  tbere- 
fore,  found  upon  the  sea^ceast,  adjoining  great  riTera,  are 
placed  under  his'  protection,  the  present  fidwic  of  St. 
MicholtB  baTing  been  erected  in  1697. 

There  is  no  |»rticular  comoiiwioner  appointed  for  tbta  yard, 
being  Doder  the  immediate  inspection  of  the  navy  board,  which 
has  depaodiDg  upon  it,  in  raaideDce  here,  a  cleric  of  ibe  ^eqnt 
•ad  sarvey,  s  storokeeper,  a  master  shipwright  or  builder,  and 
other  officers,  clerks,  and  inferior  servants,  employed  in  their 
respective  stations. 

The  hig^  road  from  London  to  Dover  orossea  this  parish, 
through  the  town  of  Upper  Deptferd,  at  the  Broadway ;  south* 
vanl  of  which  the  lands  rise  to  the  l»lls,  being  in  general  very 
poor  and  barresi.  Hence  the  parish  eatends  ferlher  soothward, 
M  Breckfay  fana,  ameining  Lewiaham,  near  which  it  is  much 
uamvni  with  oofpica  wood. 

.New  erou  ia  now  esteemed  as  tbe  waterH  homtdajy  of 
tkin  covnty,  adjoining  Snrey,  into  whidi  county  a  great 
part  of  the  pariah  of  St.  Paul,  Deptferd,  extends ;  the  bigh 
London  niad  divides  the  northern  route  leading  tbrongb  Upper 
Dcptlbrd,  and  tbe  southern  one,  over  Loam-pit  hill,  towards 
Lewiebam.  It  mast  here  be  observed,  Ibnt  Ihecocmty  of  KeKt 
formerly  extended  much  farther  westward  than  at  present,  hav- 
tag  had  the  whole  of  what  is  now  contained  in  8t.  PttBl's 
pRTiah  fijvmerlywitbiaits'bewndB,  though  at  present  the  adjoinv 
iag  eovnty  of  Surrey  clerims  great  part  of  it.  The  manor  and 
aaat  of  Hatcbam,  belonging  to  the  Haberdashers'  company, 
within  this  parish,  though  now  esteemed  to  be  within  that 
oottoty ,  is  by  meat  supposed  lo  have  been  formerly  in  the  county 
of  Kffit.  However,  ths  boundaries  have  been  since  altered, 
aa  t^  name  of  this  phtee  shews  its  situation  close  to  the  con- 
i«ea  of  botb  OMirtim,  tk«  saaavaa  Keat  batch,  in  Westerhaw, 
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points  out  its  situation  at  the  rery  outskirtB  of  thi*  county, 
and  several  inquisitioos  taken  Bince  the  time  of  Henry  III^ 
have  fouud  Hatcham  to  be  in  Kent.  The  maoor  of  Breding- 
hurst,  at  Peckham  Rye,  oeer  Camberwell,  thoufrh  now  con- 
eidered  to  be  in  Surrey,  waa  formerly  held  to  be  in  this  coenty. 
The  ancient  roll  of  the  barony  of  Maminot  so  mentioos  it. 
and  part  of  the  manor  of  Deptford  Strond,  now  accounted 
wholly  within  Surrey,  was,  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VUI., 
described  as  being  in  Kent.  The  reception  of  prisoners  from 
one  county  to  the  other,  for  a  long  space  of  time,  at  New 
Cross,  has  most  probably  been  the  occasion  of  fixing  the  boan- 
daries  between  them  at  this  place ;  but  this  is  certainly  now 
fixed  by  erroneous  custom,  for,  of  right,  those  of  this  county 
should  extend  to  a  small  bridge  beyond  Hstcham,  io  the  road 
to  London,  near  the  way  to  Bredinghurst,  which,  by  an  inqui- 
sition taken  in  the  7th  of  Richard  It.,  was  then  reckoned  to 
be  in  Kent. 

In  the  town  of  Upper  Deptford  there  is  a  handsome  stone 
bridge  over  the  river  Ravensborne,  which  here  empties  itself 
into  the  Thames.  This  rivH  rises  in  Keston,  a  parish  well 
known  to  the  lovers  of  antiquity,  from  the  remains  of  a  Roiub 
camp  still  to  be  traced  there.  Deptford  bridge  was  rebuilt  of 
itone,  at  the  sole  cost  of  Charles  I.,  in  1628,  but  deatioyed  by 
a  sudden  flood  after  a  succession  of  heavy  rains,  and  has  sioee 
been  restored  in  a  durable  manner. 

The  inhabitants  of  Deptford  are  chieSy  employed  in  the 
dockyards,  or  engaged  in  maritime  pursuits,  the  number,  includ- 
ing  Greenwich,  as  returned  by  the  population  Act  in  181 1,  was 
36,780,  and  the  number  of  dwellings  6903.  An  extensive  manu- 
facture of  earthenware,  called  Deptford  ware,  is  carried  on  at 
this  place. 

Near  Deptford  bill,  leading  to  Blackheath,  on  the  rood  to 
Dover,  northward,  are  very  extensive  grsvel  and  aand  pils» 
and,  being  so  near  the  metropolis,  extremely  profitable; 
among  which,  some  years  back,  a  range  of  subterraneous  pas- 
sages, since  called  the  Caveroa,  were  discovered. 

Id  1690,  a  Janus*s  head  was  found  in  the  road  to  New  Cross, 
near  St.  Thomas's  watering  place,  one  side  of  which  repre- 
sented the  conntenance  of  a  man  bearded,  with  the  horns  and 
ears  of  a  ram,  a  je  wel  or  ornament  hanging  down  near  them  on 
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either  side  of  the  head,  which  was  crowned  with  laurel.  On 
the  apposite  side,  was  the  countenance  of  a  young  woman, 
bearin^r  ancient  head  attire,  which,  while  it  covered  the  headj 
projected  considerably.  It  waa  entire,  and  seemed  formerly 
to  have  been  fiied  to  a  square  column,  or  in  a  terminus,  and 
was  a  foot  and  a  half  high.  This  curiosHy  was  subsequently 
deposited  in  the  collection  of  the  learned  and  curious  Dr. 
Woodward. 

Our  botanists  have  taken  notice  of  many  rare  plants  grow- 
ing in  this  part  of  Kent,  so  fruitful  to  the  herbalist ;  and  that 
ornament  to  our  nation,  Mr.  Cowlty,  before  he  removed  to 
Chertsey,  frequently  retired  here,  where  every  field  and  wood 
displayed  the  realities  of  which  he  read,  and  whence  he  com- 
posed  his  books  of  plants,  herbs,  and  flowers. 

Deptford  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Qilbert  de 
Magminot,  one  of  his  favorites,  together  with  many  other 
lands  in  different  counties,  consisting  of  twenty-four  knights' 
fees,  to  hold  of  the  castle  of  Dover  in  cajpite,  by  barony,  by 
the  performance  of  certain  services,  for  the  defence  of  that 
fortress,  which,  together,  constituted  the  barony  of  Magminot. 
Gilbert  de  Magminot,  or  Maminot,  as  the  name  was  afterwards 
spelt,  fixed  the  site  of  his  barony  here,  which  was  therefore 
subsequently  esteemed  et^mt  banmia,  or  bead  of  the  barony, 
who  erected  a  cattle,  as  was  usual  in  those  days,  every  part  of 
which  has  long  since  been  buried  in  its  own  ruins,  though 
some  remains  of  stony  foundations  seem  to  point  out  its  situa- 
tion near  Bayer's  court,  in  Bromfield,  on  the  bank  of  the 
lliames,  near  the  mast  dock.  His  grandson,  Wakelin,  died 
without  issue  in  the  3d  of  Richard  I.,  having  been  a  good 
benefootor  to  the  monks  of  Bermondsey,  to  whom,  in  1167, 
he  gave  10s.  rent  out  of  the  mill  at  Deptford.  On  his  death, 
bis  sister,  Alice,  became  his  coheir,  and  conveyed  this  place^, 
with  other  inheritance,  to  her  husband,  Geffrey,  second  son  of 
William  de  Saye,  who  granted  this  manor  of  Weit  GreemoicA, 
as  it  was  then  called,  with  the  advowson  of  the  church  and  its 
appnrtenancea,  to  the  Knights  Templars,  in  pure  and  perpetual 

ollBS. 

His  son,  Geoffrey,  regained  peuession  of  this  property, 
by  giving  the  Knights  Templars  that  of  Sadlescombe,  in  Sus- 
sex, in  exchange.     He  ratified  tc  the  canons  of  Begham  the 
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lands  of  Brocele,  part  of  hi«  barony,  and  th*  obnrob  of  St. 
Nioholas,  at  Greenwioh,  wbioh  hi!  father  bad  given  thtm. 
Geoffrey  de  Saye,  last  mantioned,  being  in  artna  ^^inat  King 
John,  with  others  of  the  baront,  in  the  17th  year  of  that  rciyin, 
his  lands  and  fees  lying  in  Kent  and  eUawhare,  wefe  given  to 
Peter  de  Crohun  \  bat  after  the  death  of  that  sMiiiareh,  he  wm 
taken  again  into  favor,  and  hie  Unda  leetorad  in  the  8tb  of 
Henry  MI. 

William,  bia  aon,  succeeded,  and  died  in  tke  S6tb  of  Heary 
III.,  holding  this  nanor  m  cojMte,  by  barony,  and  the  repair  of 
a  fortress  in  Dover  oaatlo,  called,  ftom  its  pesaeeeora,  Saye's 
tower-  Hie  eon,  of  the  eame  name,  aocouoted  at  the  Exebe* 
quer  for  twenty-seven  feee  of  the  hoaoar  of  Magminot,  tbai 
is,  twenty-six  of  the  old  feoffment,  and  one  of  the  new,  which 
shews  the  large  extent  of  his  poBieasiona.  He  died  in  the 
23d  of  King  Edward  1.,  possaeaed  of  this  ounor,  laaving 
Geoffrey  bis  son  and  heir,  who  married  Idooee,  daughter  of 
William  de  Leyborne,  who  surTtvcd  him,  aad  died  poxsesaed 
of  it  in  the  16tb  of  Edward  II.,  learing  Geoffrey  de  Say*,  tbeii 
aoDi  who,  in  the  8th  of  King  Edward  !!■,  leaving  also  a  sen, 
Geoffrey,  he  obtained  the  king's  charter  for  Jret  warrem  in  all 
his  deoaesne  lands  in  bis  lordships  of  Greeowicband  Deptffud. 
with  view  of  frankpledge,  and  other  privilegee.  He  died  ia 
the  33d  year  of  the  aame  king,  when  William,  hia  bob  aad  heir, 
and  Mand,  his  wife,  BarriviDg,  and  three  daughtaas,  diey-  aob* 
sequently  became  their  brother's  beus. 

William  de  Saye  died  in  tbe  49tfa  of  Edward  III.,  learing 
John  his  son  and  heir,  who  died  in  bis  mincnity,  and  in  ward 
to  tbekia^,  iu  the  6th  of  Ricbafd  II.,  being  then  poaseaaod  of 
tbia  manor ;  Hpon  which^  Eliaabeth,  hie  siaber,  becuBe  bis 
beireas,  wfaa  married,  firati  Sir  ioka  de  Fdlesley,  and  seoondly, 
Sir  WiUiani  Haroo,  knight. 

The  family  of  Saye,  frona  ita  leng  popeeaiien  of  AiM  phce, 
fixed  the  bam*  of  Saye'a  co«M  oa  tbe  maasiaB  or  aite  at  this 
nanor.  They  bore  for  Uwi*  anaa,  qonrtedy.  Or  sad  giJm 
wbich  beariag  oarae  to  them,  fton  the  Magmiao^s,  and.  agaia 
from  tbe  Saye'd  to  tbe  Peckbam'a,  Parrock's,  and  St.  Nicboiae', 
bat  tbe  latter  bore  it  only  i»  chMi. 

Sir  William  Heron  possesaed  this  bwdoc  in  right  of  hie  wife, 
ia  the  Nth  of  Richard  II.,  Bogelhev  with  hw.  by  tin  name  of 
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Glitabelh  lady  Saye,  and  levied  »  fide  with  all  tbeir  knda  and 
manor*  in  K*nt,  to  Uie  nae  of  them  aod  tbair  beira  male  of 
tbsir  bodies,  with  refDeinder  to  ber  own  right  beira.  Four 
years  after  die  died,  upon  which,  tbie  mabor  devolved  to  Sir 
WilUaai  HeroD,  inberrij^t;  and  be  died  poaaeeeed  of  it  In 
the  6tb  of  Heory  IV.  Sir  .'John,  eon  of  bia  brother.  Sir  John, 
■uoceeded  lo  thia  iuberitaooa,  who  alao  dying,  it  wafl  foundi 
by  inqntsltioa,  that  Sir  WiUiaia  de  C1iut<»i|  son  of  Idonfa, 
aaotbar  sister  of  WiUiedt  ^le  Saye  t  Mary,  wife  of  Otbo  de 
WorthiD(;ton,  a  daughter  likewise  of  ftnotber  sister  of  tbe  taid 
William ;  and  Roger  de  Fieones,  by  Joan,  also  one  of  his  sis* 
ters;  were  ber  hairs  in  temaioder  and  next  of  kio.  Tbey* 
naoet  probably,  joined  in  the  sale  of  tbt  eetate,  for,  in  the  3d 
«r  Henry  V.,  it  was  foond  that  Sir  John  Pbilip  and  Aliee,  bis 
wife,  held  tbe  reversion  of  this  manor,  and  that  Sir  William 
Philip  was  bis  son  and  beir. 

Williani  de  la  Pole,  dnke  of  Suffolk*  at  tbe  time  of  bis  deatli^ 
in  the  28tb  of  ttsnry  VI.,  was  poseesaed  of  tbe  manor  of 
Weal  Qreenwid),  leaving  John,  bis  son,  who,  in  tbe  3d  of 
Edward  IV.,  was  restored  to  tbe  title  of  duke  of  Suffolk,  wbicb 
had  been  void  by  the  attainder  of  hi*  father.  His  eldest  son, 
John,  seems  to  have  had  tbe  property  of  this  manor  vested  ia 
him  during  the  life  of  bia  fatbert  and  was  by  a  apeetal  ofaarteTf 
in  tbe  7th  of  Edwafd  IV.,  in  oonaeqnenoe  of  his  near  alUance 
in  bkM>d  to  the  king,  created  earl  of  Lincoln ;  after  trinoby  he 
was  bigbly  favored  by  Eichard  III.)  and  being  s«  eminent  a 
branch  of  tbe  house  of  York,  used  bia  utmost  endeavours  to 
oppoaa  tlte  eari  of  Richmond  fnmk  gaining  the  emwo.  But 
the  army  bavini;  been  routad  at  NeWatk  upen  TreOtt  and  him- 
B^  slain,  tbia  manof  paeasd  to  tbe  crown,  where  it  did  aeC 
long  remain,  Bs  Henry  Vil.,  tbe  following  year,  granted  it  tO' 
Obver  SL  John,  wbo  died  posseasad  of  it  in  lbs  14tb  year  at 
tbe  same  prinoc,  leaaing  it  te  bia  son,  Jdm  St.  John,  viim 
owned  it  at  bia  deatfi,  in  tbe^tbof  Henry  VIIL  Before  lb« 
3Blh  year  uf  thai  klng'a  rcigUt  tbsa  manor  seems  to  bava  again 
■etniBed  t»  the  orovra,  when  it  wa»  styled  the  King's  manor  of 
£qie**  emrt,  otherwise  WtU  GnatoitA,  and  ia  aMntioned  toga- 
Ibcv  wHh  his  wumw  <md  vUk  •fD^tford  Sirad,  by  whieh  it 
appears  that  tfacy  were  tben  Ua»  ditmet  mmmrtf  named  ae 
above.    As  t»  tbe  lalter,  we  find  time  Roger  Mortimer,  eofl  of 


^niized  by  Google 


734  HISTORT  OF  THE 

March,  vho  w&s  ilain  in  Ireland  in  the  22d  of  Richard  tl.,  wu 
found  to  die  poiseesed  of  a  certain  site  called  Le  Strood,  in 
Greenwich,  and  MTcnty-tbree  acres  of  land  in  Deptford 
Strond.  His  ton,  Edmund,  the  last  earl  of  March,  died  under 
Henry  VI.  posiesaed  of  this  aite,  called  his  manor  of  West 
Greenwich,  othervriae  the  Strond.  On  his  demise,  without 
issue,  Richard  duke  of  York,  son  of  Anne  hit  slater,  was 
found,  by  inquisition,  to  be  bis  next  heir,  who  died  in  the  3d 
of  Edward  IV.,  being  possessed  of  the  messuage  and  premiaea 
of  Deptford  Strond,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  Edward 
earl  of  March,  afterwards  Edward  IV,,^  when  it  consequently 
became  vested  in  the  crown.  It  was  then  esteemed  to  lie 
partly  within  this  connty,  and  the  remainder  in  Surrey,  within 
the  pariahea  of  Rotherhithe  and  Camberwell;  but  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  in  1656,  it  appears  to  have  been  considered 
as  wholly  in  those  parishes,  in  Surrey,  owing  probably  to  the 
change  made  in  the  boundaries  af  the  two  counties,  and,  as 
such,  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice  it  further  in  this  place,  except- 
ing  that  it  is  at  present  so  called,  and  was  in  the  poHsession  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hambly. 

But  the  manor  of  Sa^'s  court,  otherwise  Weit  Greenmich, 
aituated  within  the  parish  of  Deptford,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
(notwithstanding  the  site  of  it,  aJled  Saye'a  court,  wbicli  was 
demised,  as  will  be  mentioned,)  appears  to  have  remained  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  crown  from  the  above  period,  during  the  greateM 
part  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  and  so  continued  at  the  death  of 
Charles  i.,  in  1648. 

The  mantion  of  Saye^t  court  appears  to  have  been  previously 
granted,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  for  a  term, 
to'Sir  Richard  Browne,  who  died  poeaeased  of  it  in  1604.  He 
was  a  younger  son  of  an  ancient  family  at  Hitchin,  in  Hert- 
fordshire, seated  at  Horsley,  in  Essex,  and  being  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  crown  fay  Robert  Dudley,  tbe  great  earl  of 
Leicester,  went  governor  to  the  United  Netherlands,  and  was 
afterwards,  by  Queen  Eliiabetb,  made  clerk  of  the  Gfean 
Cloth.  In  that  post  he  continued  onder  King  Jamea,  and  left 
a  son,  Christopher  Browne,  esq.,  who  died  in  1646,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church.  His  only  son  and  heir  was  Sir  Richard 
Browne,  gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber  to  Charles  I.,  clerk 
of  the  counsel,  and  resident  from  Uiat  monarch  and  also 
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Charlee  11.  at  the  court  of  France,  till  tbe  Restoration.  He 
had  been  created  a  baronet  id  1649,  and  dying  in  1683,  was 
boned  in  ihia  church.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Prettiman,  of  Driffield,  in  Oloucestershire,  by  whom  he 
had  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Mary. 

The  arms  on  Sit  Richard  Browne's  monument,  who  died  in 
1606,  are,  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  Azure,  agriffinptoiant  or, 
a  chief  of  the  second  and  third,  or,  a  chief  sable.  But  his 
grandson.  Sir  Robert  Browne,  bart.,  appears  to  have  had  an 
alteration  granted  to  bis  arms,  for  in  the  British  Mnseum  is  a 
warrant  of  Charles  H.,  given  at  Castle  Elizabeth,  in  the  Isle  of 
Jersey,  1649,  to  Sir  Edward  Walker,  garter,  to  prepare  a  grant 
of  an  additional  coat  of  arras,  by  way  of  augmentation,  for 
Sir  Richard  Browne,  bart.,  viz>  Or,  a  chief,  aabte,  and  a  canton 
ermine,  to  be  borne  before  his  paternal  coat.  This  canton  was 
afterwards  omitted  by  patent,  and  SirE.  Walker  certified  in 
1663,  that  the  above  augmentation,  without  the  canton,  was 
not,  to  his  knowledge,  borne  by  any  family,  nor  extant  in  any 
book  of  visitation.  After  that,  he  bore  for  his  arms,  quarterly, 
first,  Uie  above  augmentation ;  secondly,  Browne ;  third,  argetU, 
a  fretgulet;  fourth,  quarierly,  indented  or  and  gules,  for  dif- 
ference. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  the  Parhament  passed  an  ordi> 
nance  to  vest  the  royal  estates  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  to  be 
sold,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  by  which  survey  it 
appeared  that  tbe  quit-rents,  due  to  tbe  lord  of  this  manor  of 
^ye't  court  and  Deptford  te  Strond,  otherwise  West  Green- 
wich, from  the  freeholders,  in  free  socage  tenure,  amounted  to 
118s.  1^.  yearly,  and  that  the  oonrt*baron  and  oourt-leeta 
were  valued  at  60s.  That  James  I.,  in  consideration  of  th« 
services  done  by  Christopher  Browne,  gent.,  above  mentioned, 
as  well  as  for  the  charges  he  had  been  at  in  repairing  the  man- 
sion house  of  Saye*s  court,  by  lettera  patent,  in  his  8th  year, 
had  granted  to  him  that  house  iyiog  in  Bromefield,  in  Dept- 
ford,  with  the  orchard,  garden,  and  closes,  then  in  his  posses- 
sion ;  and  suffident  hay  and  pasture  for  the  keeping,  feeding, 
and  pasturing,  twelve  ktne,  one  bull,  and  two  horses,  in  winter 
and  summer,  upon  the  grounds  at  Saye's  court,  for  forty  years, 
without  any  rent.  That  King  Charles  had  directed  his  privy 
seal  to  the  tnutees  of  his  son,  Charles  prince  of  Wales,  in 
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oonseqaaac*  ofwbiok,  they  granted,  in  hit  10th  year,  t^  pre- 
mweq  to  him.  Aw  tw«nty-fenr  yean,  to  commeoca  from  the 
year  1651,  bciag  the  expiration  of  the  former  leaae.  The 
premiaca  were  rspurlad  then  to  be  in  the  poateaaioo  of  Willian 
Pretliman,  gent-,  executor  of  Christopher,  aod  gaardian  of 
Riofaard  Browne,  oae  of  his  {;raadchiUrcD,  to  whom,  by  his 
will,  be  had  bequeathed  hia  intereet  therein,  that  the  yearly 
value  was  £107,  but  there  were  annual  reprisea  out  of  the 
aama  to  the  vioar  of  Deptford,  in  oonsideration  of  titliea,  £ii 
and  fonr  loads  of  hay,  valued  iog«ther  at  £6.  That  be  imb 
likewise  tenant  of  all  the  deniesDe  lands,  by  lease  fiwa  the 
commissionen  of  the  public  rsTeaue,  aotounting  to  aboat 
1«4  aoret.  at  the  yearly  rental  of  £434  U  7|. 

The  manor,  with  ita  appurtenances,  and  other  premiaes  ia 
Greenwich  and  Deptferd,  were  afterwards  sold,  by  the  ln»- 
tees,  to  John  Baohsted,  Ralph  Cobbet.  at>d  others,  and  the 
manor  bouse  to  William  Somarfield.  In  that  state  ihey  con- 
tinaed  till  the  Restoration,  iw  1660^  when  the  manor,  and  those 
demeeaet  aodcmised  by  the  crawn,  returned  to  the  royal 
Keeenoe,  part  of  which  the  naaer  itself  contsAaes  at  this  time. 
A  ooart-lcetand  couri-haron  is  sliH  held  for  this  property. 

Satb'b  codrt,  howcTer,  by  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned 
leasee,  retarned  to  tk%  heir  of  Mr.  Christopher  Browne,  in  the 
person  of  Sir  Richard  Browne,  hart.,  his  only  son,  whose  eole 
daughter  and  heir,  Mary,  hsTiog.  in  1647,  manied  John 
Eralyn,  esq.,  before  mentioned,  she  brought  him  her  falbei's 
iotetcst  in  this  seat,  aa  psvt  of  her  inheritance.  Charie*  II., 
under  the  great  aeal,  in  faia  15tb  year,  granted  to  the  above- 
neottoned  Joha  £re^a  hia  capital  measvage,  or  sita  of  ffaa 
Manor  oi  Saye'a  aoart,  with  its  appwttnances,  in  Deptfcrd, 
aod  lands  beloMging  thereto,  fee  tliet<nB  nt  ninety-nine  year*, 
at  the  aanual  rent  of  SSa.  This  Mr.  iofan  Brelyn  was  a  naosl 
Ifometi  and  togeniona  gratlenan,  second  son  of  Ricbatd 
fivelyn,  esq.  of  Wetton,  in  Surrey,  and  succeeded  am  hsir  to 
hiaeldor  brother^  Gew^,  who  died  without  issue,  to  the  seat 
aod  eotate  at  Wo«ton,  which  centiaoed  the  terily  reaidencoof 
his  desoeadnaCs.  Me  died  at  LoiMfon,  in  1706,  a^  was 
ijrtsered  at  Wotton,  leaviog  oae  stm,  John,  and  a  davfrfater, 
Snsaa,  matritA  to  WHliom  Draper,  esq.  of   Adgc  eoart,  in 
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The  family  of  the  EoelyrCt  came  origiimlly  from  Evelyn,  near 
Tower  Cude,  in  Shropshue,  whence  it  removed  into  Surrey 
■ome  ages  past,  together  with  the  Onslow's  and  Hatton's,  from 
estates  and  seats  of  those  names.  There  are  some  of  this  nnmc 
both  in  France  and  Italy,  written  Ivelyn  and  Avelyn,  and  in 
old  deeds,  Avelyn,  otherwise  Evelyn  ;  one,  under  the  latter  de- 
nomiaation,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt. 

John  Evelyn,  esq.,  only  remaining  son  of  John,  as  before 
mentioned,  was  the  author,  as  previontlyobeerred,  of  theSylva, 
and  eeveral  other  works,  and  married  Martha,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Richard  Spencer,  esq.  He  died  during  the  lifetime  of 
his  father,  in  1690,  leaving  one  son,  John,  and  a  daui;hter, 
Elizabeth,  nsarried  to  the  Hon.  Simon  Harcourt.  John,  his  son, 
by  the  will  of  his  grandfather,  became  possessed  of  both  the 
terms  in  Saye's  court  and  the  other  premises  in  Deptford, 
granted  by  King  Charles  II.  In  July  1713,  he  was  created  a 
baronet,  being  also  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  his 
grandkther  had  been  a  principal  promoter  and  benefactor. 

King  Oeorge  I.,  in  his  10th  year,  granted  the  freehold  of  this 
estate  (an  Act  having  passed  for  that  purpose,)  to  Francis  earl 
of  Oodolpbin  and  Hugh  viscount  Falmouth,  in  trust,  for  Sir 
John  Evelyn  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  on  paying  the  yearly  rent 
of  £,\  2  6,  at  a  quit-rent,  besides  a  valuable  consideration  to 
the  erown  for  the  same.  He  married  Anne,  sister  of  Hugh, 
hte  viscount  Falmouth,  and  dying  in  1763,  left  the  possession 
of  Stfye'a  court  to  his  son.  Sir  John  Evelyn,  bart.,  who  died  in 
1767,  en  which  this  estate  descended  to  his  only  son.  Sir 
Fiederic  Evelyn,  bart.,  of  Wotton,  in  Surrey,  The  Evelyn's 
bear  for  their  coat  armour,  Axare,  a  gr^in  passant  and  chief  or. 

Id  this  house,  as  previously  observed,  Peter  the  Great,  czar  of 
Muscovy,  resided  for  some  time,  in  1698,  when  he,  in  Deptford 
yard,  acquired  bis  skill  and  knowledge  in  naval  architecture. 

Bhocklit  is  a  place  situated  partly  in  this  parish  and  that 
of  l^wishem.  It  was  once  accounted  a  manor,  and  granted, 
with  in  appartenaoces,  by  the  last  Wakelyn  de  Maminot,  about 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  TI.,  to  Michael  de  Turn- 
bam,  to  bold  by  the  yearly  mit  of  13d.,  in  lien  of  all  service, 
for  which  graot,  Michael  became  his  fedatory  tenant,  and  paid 
him  40s.  Michael  de  Tumham  afterwards  sold  his  land  of 
Biocele,  as  hisyrer  gavelkinde  and  stockiokinde,  to  the  countess 
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Juliana,  wife  of  Wakelin.  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  sh« 
migbt  found  a  reli$;,iou8  houite  here,  Stephen  de  Tnrnham.  his 
nephew,  having  consented  to  the  sHine.  The  religions  of  the 
PremonBtratenaian  order,  who  were  first  aettled  at  Ottham,  in 
Sussex,  by  Ralph  de  Dene,  finding  that  place  very  incoorenient, 
resolved  to  quit  the  site  for  one  more  suitable,  and  in  all  likeli- 
hood it  was  to  that  Iratemity  the  countess  Juliana  and  UiohattI 
de  Tumham  gave  this  place,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  for  an 
habitation ;  which  gift  was  confirmed  by  Jeflfrey  de  Saye,  the 
land  being  part  of  his  barony.  But  they  did  not  long  remain 
here,  fur  Robert  de  Tarnham,  nephew  of  Michael,  gave  them  an 
estate  at  Bogbam,  in  Sussex,  to  which  they  soon  removed,  with 
the  consent  of  Ela  de  SackviUe.  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Dene^ 
and  be  confirmed  to  them  his  land  at  Brockley,  in  pure  and  per- 
petual alms,  to  hold  of  Jeffrey  de  Saye  and  his  beira,  paying 
him  the  accustomed  rent,  in  lieu  of  all  service  and  secular  ezfto- 
tion ;  which  gift  was  confirmed  by  his  brother,  Stephen  de 
Turnbam.  King  John,  in  his  9tb  year,  confirmed  the  land  of 
Brokele  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Beyham;  and  Edward  III., 
in  bis  2d  year,  granted  them  free  warren  in  their  lands  at 
Brokele. 

This  estate  so  remained  vested  till  the  dissolution  of  th«r 
abbey,  in  the  17th  of  Henry  VIII.,  when,  having  been  one  of 
those  smaller  monasteries  which  Cardinal  Wolsey  obtained  of 
the  king  for  the  endowment  of  his  colleges,  the  institution  was 
settled  by  that  cardinal  on  his  new  foundation,  called  Cardinal's 
college,  in  Oxford,  where  it  remained  but  four  years,  as,  upon 
the  disgrace  of  that  prelate,  in  1529,  all  the  estates  of  this 
foundation  became  forfeited  to  the  king,  and  continued  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  till  1532,  excepting  such  as  were  solicited 
from  time  to  time  by  the  insatiate  courtiers  of  that  tyranoic  and 
fickle  monarch. 

The  portion  of  this  estate  lying  in  l«wisham  is  now  called 
Forest  place,  otherwise  Brockley  farm.  The  other  part  situ- 
ated in  the  parish  of  Deptford,  was  granted  by  Queen  Elisabeth, 
in  her  10th  year,  by  the  description  of  the  site  and  messuage 
of  the  umnor  of  Brockhil),  to  Philip  Conway.  This  is  now  de- 
nominated Hither  or  Upper  Brockley  farm,  being  situated  near 
New  cross,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul's,  Deptfmd.  It  was  for 
some  generations  in  the  family  of  the  Wickham's,  of  Oarsiog- 
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ton,  in  Oxrordehire,  also  possesBed  of  a  coiMiderable  estate  both 
in  tbit  parish  and  that  of  St.  Nicholas,  Deptford,  all  which,  by 
two  female  heirs  of  that  name,  passed  in  marriage  to  Tliomas 
Drake  Tyrwhitt,  esq.  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Drake,  the  two 
youn^r  sons  of  William  Drake,  tf<\.  late  of  Amersham,  in  the 
county  of  BuckinghamBhire,  who,  in  right  of  their  respective 
wives,  poeaessed  the  same. 

There  ia  an  old  house  in  Deptford,  commonly  called  the 
Mnated  place,  or  Stone  house,  or  King  John's  bouse,  from  the 
■apposition  that  it  was  built  by  that  prince,  but  with  what  truth 
we  know  not.  It  has,  ho^^ever,  at  different  times  been  the 
Tcaidence  of  the  kings  of  England;  Edward  III.  frequently 
dwelt  there,  and  Henry  IV.  is  said  to  have  resided  there  while 
undei^oing  a  cure  for  the  leprosy.  This  house  remained  vested 
in  the  crown  at  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  in  1648,  en  whose 
demise  it  devolved  to  the  Parliamentary  trustees,  and  was  by 
their  surveyor  certified  to  be  In  the  county  of  Surrey,  which 
precludes  any  farther  notice  of  it  here. 

In  the  38th  of  Henry  VIII.,  Thomas  Bussingbume  held,  t» 
tapite,  a  messuage  and  dovecote,  called  dinner's  place,  with  its 
appurtenances,  in  the  parish  of  Deptford  Strond,  otherwise 
West  Greenwich,  beins;  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  Thn^as 
Beckel's  hospital,  within  the  borough  of  Southwark.  Richard 
Stonely  afterwards  held  Skinner's  place,  but  in  the  10th  of 
Elizabeth,  the  lady  Anne  Parry  possessed  that  property. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  VI.,  there  was  a  decree  in  the  court  of 
AugmeDtation  concerning  tAeAenrnifoge  in  Deptford,  wliich  we 
find  was  in  being  in  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  Edward  VI.,  in  his 
6th  year,  granted  to  Edward  lord  Clinton  and  Saye  lands  in 
this  parish,  parcel  of  tlie  guild  of  our  lady  of  Rounceval. 

Captain  Richard  Maples,  who  died  commanding  a  ship  in 
the  East  Indies,  in  1680,  left  to  the  Trinity  bouse  £1300,  with 
wh  ich  a  part  of  the  almshouses  was  built. 

Dbptpobd,  88  far  as  liea  within  the  county  of  Kent,  is  in 
the  BCCLESiASTicALjuBisDtcTioN  of  the  (fiocue  of  Rochester 
and  deanery  of  Dartford. 

Some  years  back  a  second  church  was  built,  when  the  district 
was  divided  into  two  diuinet paruka,  now  known  by  the  names 
of  St.  Nicholas's  parish  (the  old  church  having  comprehended 
all   Deptford,)  and  St.   Paul's  parish   the  modem  church,  to 
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wfaieh  was  apportJooed  a  district  derived  from  die  fomer  pariA 
or  St.  Nicholas.  The  cbarch  oT  St.  Nicholas,  of  Wwt  Greeo- 
«ricb,  otherwise  Deptford,  was  ^iven  by  Juliana  d«  Vae,  widow 
of  Hugh  Bif^od,  and  wife  of  Wakelin  de  Maminot,  lord  of  this 
place,  to  the  religioas  institution  then  exiating  at  Broc^ley,  in 
thie  pariah ;  which  gift  was  afterwards  coofirmed  by  Jeffrey  de 
Saye  and  Alice  his  wife,  sister  of  Wakelin,  b^ore  mentioned, 
who  conveyed  this  inheritance  to  her  husband.  Soon  after, 
most  probably  in  oonsequence  of  their  remoral  to  Boghain,  ia 
Sussex,  the  patronaga  of  this  church  again  retnmed  to  Jeffrey 
deSaye,  who  granted  it  to  the  Knights  Templars,  in  pore  and 
perpetual  alms.  Hia  aon^  Jeffrey,  regained  poesessioD  of  ikt 
same,  in  exchange  for-oUrar  lands,  and  l^  his  deed  gave  it  to 
the  banons  at  Begham. 

Gualeranas,  bisbop  of  Rochester,  about  the  year  1183,  cp- 
pmpriated  this  church  to  tbe  abbot  aikd  ooDTeot  of  Begbwn, 
which  was  confirmed,  as  well  by  Pope  Honoriua  HI.,  as  tbe 
cardinal  legate,  and  several  of  the  bishops  of  Rochester.  By 
an  ancient  valuMion,  taken  in  the  15th  of  Edward  1.,  this 
church  was  estimated  at  fifteen  marks,  and  the  vicarage  Kt  aix 
marks  and  a  half. 

Tbe  church  remained  with  this  abbey  till  its  fin^  diaaolotioa, 
in  the  17th  of  Henry  VIII. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent,  in  her  lOth  year,  granted 
the  church  of  West  Oreenwich  to  Philip  Conway ;  tbe  rent  le- 
serred  to  tbe  crown  in  the  grants  of  this  rectory  bei^  £5  G  8. 
It  wild,  during  the  usurpation,  granted  in  fee,  under  the  above 
rent,  to  Edmund  Downing  and  Peter  Aston. 

The  vicarage  of  St,  Nicholas  is  valued  in  tlie  king's  books  at 
£12  17  3i,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  £1  d  S|. 

The  advototott  appears  to  have  remained  in  the  crown  from 
1529,  uninterrupted,  till  ihe  death  of  Charles  1.,  in  1648.  Soon 
alter  which,  upon  the  Commitsion  of  Inqtary  into  the  value  of 
ehurch  livings,  it  was  returned  upon  oath  that  Deptferd  was  a 
vicarage,  with  a  house  and  five  acree  of  glebe  lasd,  worth  £60 
per  annum.  The  presentation  afterwards  became  vested  i«  the 
family  of  Wickbam,  of  Garsington,  which  cofttiuued  te  possess 
it  for  many  years,  having  also  owned  tbe  parsonage  or  great 
tithes  of  Deptford,  so  far  as  lay  within  the  county  of  Kent. 
The  sdvowson  and  parsonage  were  carried  by  two  female  heirs. 
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u  before  mtntioned,  in  maititge  to  Tbonu  Dnka  Tyrwhitt, 
esq.  and  the  Rev,  Dr.  Drake,  of  AmerBbam,  io  Buckiogbam- 
■hire ;  but  the  pinonftge  lorfirmt  titbes  of  tbat  part  of  Deptford 
lying  witfain  the  county  of  Surrey,  which  haj  been  for  80«« 
time  in  the  fiimtly  of  th«  Bowyer'a,  of  tbe  oounty  of  SonerMt, 
pmed,  by  tbe  will  of  one  of  tbftt  line,  as  well  ae  desoent,  into 
the  amme  of  WindhaiB>  of  Suffolk,  where  they  continued. 

Tbe  tewer  of  the  church  of  St.  Niobolaa  seems  very  ancient ; 
in  1780  the  fabric  was  repaired,  attd  tbe  great  bell  new  cast, 
the  eppeaniDce  of  the  rest  of  the  building  looked  unsightly, 
hanng  been  a  medley  of  stones  and  brick,  being  Gothic  and 
modem*  of  diffi-rent  periods ;  but  the  interior  was  uniform  end 
haadeome.  Hie  chancel  was  small,  railed  off  from  the  church* 
■•d  richly  ornamented  with  carvings  and  paintioga,  one  of 
Queen  Anae,  hanging  ou  the  right  side  of  the  altar. 

In  1630,  tbe  nuHber  of  inhabitanta  being  greatly  increased* 
it  was  found  neceaiary  to  new  build  another  aisle  on  the  north 
side,  to  which  the  East  India  Company  were  considerable  be- 
nefactors; the  chancel  was  also  enlarged  and  beautified,  partly 
at  the  expense  of  Sir  William  Russell,  treasurer  of  the  navy ; 
but  the  church  being  too  small,  as  tfae  parish  became  mora 
popukMis,  snd  also  requiriog  much  repair,  it  was  determined  to 
rebuild  tbe  whole,  when  the  edifice  was  begun,  and  finished  in 
1697 ;  at  which  period,  a  handsome  organ  was  erected,  at  tbe 
oeet  oi  different  persons.  Tbe  greatest  Iwne&etor  towards 
this  edifice  was  Isaac  Loader,  esq.,  a  generous  inhabitant  of 
tbe  parish,  who  centributed  upwards  of  .£900  towards  the 
erecting  and  ornameutiug  the  church,  wherein  he  lies  buried. 

Notwithstanding  so  mnob  care  and  expense,  the  church  was 
still  .found  inadequate  to  contain  ibe  iohabitants  of  this  ex' 
tsusrre  and  populous  partebt  wherefore  the  parisbioners  were 
induced  to  petition  Parliament  for  the  erecting  a  new  church 
in  some  other  part  of  the  parish,  by  public  bounty,  iMder  the 
Acta  of  Parbament  for  tbe  rearing  fifty  new  churches  in  or  near 
Londo*  and  Westimuster.  A  nem  itntctun  was  accordingly 
raised*  being  a  beautiful  stone  building,  with  a  lofty  spire, 
which,  when  finished,  was  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  and  conse- 
crated on  the  30tb  of  June,  1730,  by  Edmund,  lord  bishop  of 
LAudoo*  and  an  Act  passed  for  (ffoviding  a  maiatenaoce  for 


^niized  by  Google 


743  mSTORY  OF  THE 

the  misister  of  the  church  lately  built  in  the  pariafa  of  St  Ni- 
cholaa,  and  for  constituting  the  same  a  distinct  parish.  In 
the  above-mentioned  Act  the  sum  of  £3600  was  settled  for  the 
minister*B  maintenance,  the  king  beio;;  appointed  to  present  to 
the  first  vacancy,  and  tlie  patrons  of  the  old  church  in  future, 
Dr.  Norton,  then  minister  of  th«  old  church,  continuing  rector 
of  the  new  edi&ce.  The  rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Deptford,  baa  no 
right  to  any  tithes  wbatsoeTer,  the  vicarial  tithes  of  all  Dept- 
ford  being  reserved  by  the  Act  to  tbe  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  and 
the  great  tithes  continuing  a  lay  impropriation-  What  is 
remarkable  in  the  above  Act  is,  that  out  of  2000  acres  of  Iuk), 
which  Ueptford  comprised,  nearly  1970  acres  were  taken  into 
the  new  parish  of  St.  Paul's,  added  to  which,  four  acrea  of  glebe 
were  taken  from  the  old  parish,  and  given  to  the  cburcb- 
wardens  for  the  time  being,  of  the  new  pansb,  wBo  pay  the 
annual  sum  of  ^0,  as  a  further  maiatenance  to  the  rector,  over 
and  above  the  £3600  allotted  by  the  Act)V.he  same  being 
vested  in  the  old  South  Sea  Annuities  for  that  purpose,  llie 
result  of  such  an  unequal  division  of  land  is,  that  wbtlo  the 
parish  of  St.  Paul  maintains  its  poor,  at  a  mediocre  assessment, 
that  of  St.  Nicholas  seldom  maintains  its  paupers  at  less  than 
double  the  amount.  This  being  a  new  church,  is  consequeatly 
not  in  charge  in  the  king's  books.  There  is  a  handsome  house 
for  the  rector.  i  n 

In  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  among  other  monumeata  and 
memorials,  the  whole  of  which  are  far  too  numerous  to  insert, 
is  a  tomb,  in  tbe  touth  aule,  for  John  Hughes,  a.  h.  of  Jesus 
college,  Cambridge ;  another  for  Mrs.  Mary  Graasden,  a  bene- 
factor to  tbe  poor  of  this  parish  ;  and  near  the  above  a  vault, 
lies -Isaac  Loader,  esq.  In  the  east  cross  aisle  a  monu- 
ment for  Peter  Pett,  esq.,  anether  for  R.  Evelyn,  and  Mary, 
eldest  daughter  of  John  Evelyn.  A  memento  for  the  family 
of  the  Browne's,  of  Saye's  court;  in  tbe  north  aisle  a  monu- 
ment for  John,  eldest  son  of  Admiral  John  Benbow.  and  in  the 
middle  aisle  another  for  Catherine,  wife  of  CapUin  F.  Wivell. 
In  the  great  chancel  is  a  tomb  for  G.  Shelvocke,  secretary  to 
tbe  General  Post  office ;  and  memorials  for  R.  Boyle,  eldest 
son  of  Richard,  eari  of  Cork ;  E.  Fenton,  esq. ;  and  William 
Hawkyns,  esq.  of  Plymouth.     Throughout  the  church  are 
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monnments  and  luemorials  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  dock- 
yard, and  their  hmiliea,  as  well  as  captaiaa  of  the  royal  nary' 
&c.  Within  the  windows  of  the  chancel,  above  the  altar* 
piece,  is  a  small  oval,  repiesenling  the  nativity  of  Christ,  finely 
executed  in  coloured  glass ;  in  the  third  window,  on  the  soutli 
side,  are  the  following  arms,  first  coat,  Urgent,  three  caitltt, 
quarterfy,  a.d.  1698;  second  coat.  Or,  nxmuUUt,  table;  the 
arms  of  the  Lowden's,  a.d.  1698;  in  the  second,  first  coat 
quarterly,  parted  per  pale,  argent  andiable,  a  chevron  between  three 
martlett,  etnaUertharged :  tecond,  table,  a  betant,  between  three 
eaglet'  headt,  erated,  or,  a  chief  indented  ermine :  third,  as  the 
second,  fourth  as  the  first,  over  all  an  escutcheon  of  pretemxt 
table,  afex  between  Hoo  eheorons,  ermine  in  cMef,  a  covered  cup,  or, 
A.D.  1698.  For  the  Turner's,  second  coat,  quarlferly,  first, 
Argent,  on  a  bend,  quarterly,  three  etcalopt,  or :  secondly,  quar- 
terly indented,  or,  and  quarterly  in  the  de:Uer  quarter  a  erou 
lozengy;  ihirA,  table,  a  lion  rampant,  or ;  fourth,  as  the  first,  im- 
paling table,  a  fen  dancette  or  in  chief,  threejieurs  de  lit,  argent. 
Over  the  door  of  the  chamel  house,  in  the  churchyard,  is  a 
good  piece  of  sculpture  in  stone,  representing  the  resui- 
rection. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel, 
ifl  a  sumptuous  monumeot  for  Matthew  Finch,  gent,  of  this 
parish,  obiit  1746,  and  for  Mr.  Benjamin  Finch,  his  brother. 
On  the  north  side  a  beautiful  tomb,  with  an  urn  of  Sicilian 
naarble,  for  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Finch,  wife 
of  Richard  Hanwell,  geot.  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  obiit  1754, 
«ged  twenty-five.     Anna,  Finch  impaling  Hanweit. 

In  the  last  general  ceasus  of  the  population  taken  by  order 
of  Parliament  in  1821,  the  towns  of  Deptford  and  Greenwich, 
as  previously  mentioned  under  the  head  of  the  latter  place,  are 
eoumeraled  together,  the  numbers  sunding  as  follow  ;  dwel- 
lings 6649.  males  30053,  females  20621,  making  a  total  of 
40674  souls. 

LiCBNBED  Victualler's  Asylum.  In  the  progress  of 
the  designs  made  for  this  history,  one  of  the  artists  executed 
a  drawing  of  the  above  institution,  which  was  engraved,  and 
fonod  its  way  into  the  work.    As,  however,  the  building  io 
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qoestion  does  not  stand  within  the  conflnsi  of  Kent,  we  dtea 
It  neetswry  to  notice  the  fact,  bnt,  m  ooc«p7inir  a  atte  on  the 
very  verg*  of  the  county,  we  conceive  a  detcription  of  the 
lane  may  be  deemed  admiiuble  by  Che  reader. 

The  charity  in  question  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  tht 
faundera,  the  ■ndertakinf;  haTing  been  decided  opoa  on  tbt 
32d  of  Febrtmry,  1827.  The  structure  stands  a  little  nmosstf 
froa  the  high  road  leading  to  Deptferd,  and  presents  a  *n;f 
baadioiBa  frontage,  having  »  ookHUtade  ia  the  centre.  It  now 
afibrda  an  asylum  for  forty-three  indigent  vietuallcn'  faoiiliM, 
but,  when  oompletsd,  wilt  praient  two  hsndsonM  additioeal 
wings,  the  whole  calculated  to  accommodate  101  fsmiKet. 
Tbe  arebiieot  employed  was  Henry  Rose,  esq.  of  GaiHord 
street  in  the  Borough,  the  original  contract  hariug  bees 
£8180.  Tbe  spot  oecupied  by  the  ereouon,  wiUi  tbe  air- 
rounding  pleasure-ground,  (the  whole  of  which  is  freehold,) 
cost  £600. 

We  subjoia  the  folhmiag,  being  the  address  to  a  pamphlM 
printed  by  the  governors  and  conwaittee  of  this  praiseworliiy 
Bodertaking,  as  best  calculated  to  ezptain  the  nature  of  the 
institution. 

"  AnoDgit  the  numerons  charitable  inatitutiona  for  which 
this  country  is  diRtinguisbed,  "  thb  friendly  bocibtt  of 
LiCBNSED  ViCTQALLBRa"  holds  a  deservedly  eminent  flius- 
tion,  not  only  for  tbe  fostering  oare  and  anxious  solicitode  it 
manifeets  in  protecting  and  providing  for  the  children  of  the 
deceased  and  distressed  members,  but  as  well  for  the  aMistsBCs 
and  relief  it  afifbrds  to  members  and  their  families,  who  hU 
into  distress,  and  for  the  permanent  provision  it  makes  for 
those  who,  advanced  in  age,  and  under  infirmity,  are  rendered 
incapable  of  providing  for  tbemaelves."  , 

"NotwithsUnding  this  excellent  society  has  been  many 
yeus  established,  and  ila  benefits  widely  diffused,  so  great  ii 
the  extent  of  human  misery  exhibited  in  tbe  numeroas  cJains 
upon  its  bounties,  that  it  became  a  paramount  duly  to  provide 
an  Abt  hvu,  where  aged  and  infirm  Lioensed  Victualtersi  when 
reduced  from  a  itate  of  comfort  to  misery  and  want,  may  be 
enabled  to  pass  the  evening  of  life  in  hnnble  but  respeewUt 
minaient,  cheered  by  die  coosoling  refleotioQ  of  being  ras- 
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cued  from  the  miseries  of  a  parish  poor  honse, — that  sole 
asylum  afforded  by  the  laws  of  England  to  general  indigence. 
"To  effect  this  desirable  object,  the  rormattoD  of  the  Licen- 
sed Victuallers'  Asylum  arose,  and  though  the  present 
state  of  the  funds  enables  the  governors  to  provide  a  residence 
only  for  its  inmates,  yet,  as  it  is  imagined  that  the  sympathies 
of  every  Licensed  Victualler,  and  those  connected  with  his  busi- 
ness, will  become  the  advocates  of  such  an  instilution,  the 
governors  confidently  expect  to  be  able  to  ameliorate  tbe  con- 
dition of  those  who  are  compelled  to  avail  themselves  of  tbe 
bounty  of  tbe  institution,  by  providing  them  with  comforts 
essential  to  the  complete  enjoyment  of  such  a  situation." 


1 


mSTORY  OF  THE  - 


THE  WEALD. 


In  the  progresi  of  this  History  we  have  had  occasion  to  de- 
icribe  (he  district  of  Rohnet  Mabsh  ;  there  is,  however, 
another  portion  of  Kent  particularly  deserving  notice,  namely 
the  Wrald,  in  former  times  comprising  an  immense  tract  of 
waste  desart  and  wilderness,  uninhabited,  and  like  a  forest 
stored  wiih  deer  and  droves  of  swine;  in  proof  of  which,  amon); 
the  ancient  donations  to  the  churches  of  Canterbury  tod 
Kochester,  bearing  reference  to  the  Weald,  mention  is  fre- 
quently made  of  the  pannage  for  hogs  in  those  parts,  and  do- 
tliing  besides.  In  ancient  rentals,  also,  speaking  of  the  tesantry 
inhabiting  the  wealdy  country,  nothing  but  Me  rent  is  set 
down,  without  showing  for  what  aucieat  service,  manner  of 
custom,  or  special  cause,  the  same  grew  payable,  as  is  else- 
where set  down.  Hence  it  is  presumable,  that  when  the  Weald 
waa  originally  made  to  belong  to  certain  specific  owners,  it  was 
not  allotted  into  tenancies,  nor  measured  like  the  rest,  but  at 
the  men  were  satisfied  to  inhabit  the  same,  and  gradually  cleat 
away  the  wood,  and  convert  the  soil  into  tillage. 

The  tract  in  question  was  called  in  Saxon  Wbald,  signi- 
fying  a  woody  coutUty ;  by  the  Britons  it  was  denominated 
Coit  Andrtd,  from  its  immense  extent,  whence  the  Saxons  gave 
it  the  second  title  of  Atidredesleaz,  in  Latin  Sattus  Andnd,  or 
the  great  cHace  orforat. 

Opinions  widely  differ  respecting  the  original  limits  of  this 
woody  district,  some  historians  conceiving  that  it  commenced 
at  one  place,  and  other  writers  at  another,  which  uncertainly 
originates  in  the  Weald  having  from  time  to  time  been  dimi- 
nished, through  the  efforts  of  industry,  so  that  at  the  present 
day  it  is  wholly  peopled,  and  covered  by  towns.  Tillages,  Suv 
and  on  that  account,  says  Mr.  Hasted,  it  may  more  reasonably 
be  maintained  that  there  exists  no  Weald  at  all,  than  to  ascer- 
tain where  it  ought  to  begin  or  end. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  period  that  has  elapsed  tiace 
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the  Weald  existed,  tbere  are  however  certain  privileges  still 
connected  with  the  lands  stated  as  having  constituted  part  of 
the  same,  which  induce  the  proprietors  to  conlend  strenuously 
for  their  being  within  its  limits.  Among  such  privileges  are 
the  non-payment  of  tythes  for  wood  to  the  parson ;  the  not 
heing  amenable  to  the  statute  of  woods ;  neither  has  the  lord 
waste  within  the  Weald,  the  timber  growing  thereon  belonging 
to  the  tenant,  which  exclusion  of  the  lord  from  the  waste  is 
called  landpeerage. 

The  supposition  is,  that  the  Weald  formerly  extended  much 
farther  than  it  is  supposed  to  do  in  the  present  day,  and  that 
it  originally  commenced  at  Wincbelsea,  in  Sussex,  and  occu- 
pied 120  miles  in  extent,  and  thirty  in  breadth  ;  it  is,  however, 
at  present  restricted  to  far  more  circumscribed  limits,  heing 
estimated  as  follow. 

7^e  Weald,  to  the  west,  bounds  on  Surrey ;  southward  on 
Sussex ;  commencing,  on  the  north,  at  Surrey  ;  the  boundaries 
are  by  the  hill  wbereon  Well  street  stands;  thence  to  the 
Btimmit  of  Idehill,  Riverhill,  the  hill  above  Fair  lane,  and 
theDce  to  Herat  hill.  From  the  latter  spot  it  reaches  to  the 
top  of  the  hill  above  Watringbury,  then  to  Teston,  where  the 
Medway  flows  ;  eastward,  however,  the  bill  commences  anew, 
.running  above  Burston,  and  thence  to  the  summit  of  the  hills 
above  Linton,  Boughton,  Chart  Sutton,  Town  Sutton,  and 
Ulcombe.  It  then  extends  to  the  same  eminenceat  Boughton 
Malherbe,  where  the  mansion  of  Sir  Horace  Mann  stands,  the 
iiill  there  breaking  the  bounds,  then  extending  eastward  by 
the  churches  of  Egerton,  Pluckley,  Great  Chart,  and  Kings- 
DOth.  From  the  last-mentioned  place  it  extends  to  the  bill  oa 
the  skirt  of  Romney  Marsh,  below  Orlestone,  near  Ham,  and 
thence  by  Warehome  church,  including  the  same ;  then  by  the 
declivity  of  the  hill  below  Kedoardington  church,  to  Apledore, 
and  so  down  the  stream  to  the  county  of  Sussex.  It  may  be 
worthy  of  notice,  that  where  parishes  extend  into  theWeald  dis- 
trict, and  their  churches  stand  above  the  hill,  the  lands  of  such 
parishes  bear  the  twofold  appellations  of  Upland  and  Weald  ; 
thus  there  is  Sevenoke  Upland,  and  Sevenoke  Weald ;  Sun* 
dridge  Upland,  Sundridge  Weald,  &c. 

TheWeald,  contemplated  from  the  hills  adjacent,  exhibils 
the  most  delightful  scene  imaginable,  presenting  an  extensive 
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level  country,  covered  with  tbe  combined  luxuriance  of  nrntoie 
and  art,  variegated  by  maniions,  seats,  and  villagea,  inlera- 
persed  among  tbe  stately  growth  of  venerable  oaka  growti^ 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  soil,  presenting,  at  tlie  present 
day,  the  appearance  of  a  richly  cultivated  and  Inxoriant 
forest. 

Lambarde,  speaking  of  this  tract,  says  that,  "  the  soil  is  in 
general  soft  under  foot,  mostly  clay,  and  abounding  in  marie, 
which  softness  enables  the  labourer  to  perform  bis  huabaiidiy 
business  with  unshod  oxen."  There  exist,  however,  other 
species  of  soils  in  the  Weald,  namely,  about  Tenterden  and 
Cranbrook,  saod ;  about  East  Peckham,  and  part  of  Uadlow, 
gravel ;  while  at  Betbersden  there  is  much  broadstone,  com- 
monly called  Bethersdea  marble,  and  in  those  parts  adjoining  to 
Sussex,  plenty  of  iron  mines.  The  pasturages  are  remarkably 
rich,  whence  are  produced  tbe  finest  cattle  for  the  London 
markets.  The  soil  of  the  Weald  is  particularly  favorable  to 
the  growth  of  the  oak,  which  acquires  an  immense  size,  one 
having  been  felled,  many  years  back,  in  Penshurst  pai^,  that 
produced  twenty-one  tons  of  timber,  or  840  feet.  Every  enclo- 
sure throughout  the  Weald  is  environed  by  these  trees,  that 
equally  abound  in  (he  woods  and  coppices,  which,  though 
constantly  affordiug  supplies  of  timber  for  tbe  navy,  atiU  ap- 
pear to  be  ioexbauBtible. 

This  forest,  originally  filled  with  herds  of  deer  and  awin^ 
belonged  wholly  to  the  king,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  it  but 
in  royal  grants  and  donations.  Thence  it  acquired  the  appel- 
lation of  Sfdtm  regalit :  Si/ha  communis,  Sfc.  neither  does  it 
appear  to  have  been  parcelled  out  into  parishes  or  manors 
until  after  the  Norman  conquest,  as  no  mention  is  made  ia 
Domesday  record  of  any  independent  manors  having  existed 
in  tbe  Weald,  and  much  less  was  it  made  use  of  under  the 
Romans,  who  were  most  probably  kept  from  its  precincts  by 
the  thickness  of  the  forest,  and  depth  of  tlie  soil.  In  royal 
donations  of  binds  out  of  the  Weald,  frequent  mention  occurs 
of  pannage  for  hogs  in  Jndredeiweaid;  wherefore,  if  a  prw&an 
or  possession  was  accorded  to  any  one  out  of  the  Weald,  in 
the  nature  of  what  we  term  a  manor  or  lordship,  it  was  custo- 
mary to  add  the  grant  of  a  common  of  panni^e  in  the  Weald, 
with  a  limilation  to  such  particular  part,  which  portions  were 
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denominated  dent,  doAeries,  or  Weaidberies,  having  bad  parti- 
cular names  assigned  to  them.  Thus,  by  degrees,  the  Weald 
having  been  portioned  out,  acquired  certain  owners,  who,  in 
process  oF  time,  cnltivated  their  porta,  and  rendered  them 
conformable  with  the  residue  of  the  country.  In  due  course 
the  tenants  of  such  lands  became  liable  to  the  lord  of  whom 
they  were  held,  for  services  and  customs,  such  as  fealty,  suit 
of  court,  reliefs,  and  other  local  services  and  customs.  In 
proof  of  this,  under  Edward  III.  and  Richard  II,  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  the  prior  of  Christ  church,  finding 
themselves  aggrieved  by  their  tenantry  in  the  Weald,  who  had 
made  havoc  of  their  woods,  the  same  having  been  reserved  to 
tberoielves,  entered  into  a  composition  with  their  tenantry  for 
a  new  annual  rent  of  assize,  and  made  the  wood  over  to  them 
by  indenture  of  feoffment  in  perpetuity,  either  to  be  felled  or 
left  standing,  as  the  tenant  chose,  still  reserving  tbeir  old 
accustomed  rental  and  services,  except  what  on  parting  with 
their  wood  was  unreasonable  to  require,  paaaage  and  danger, 
since  which  the  interest  of  the  lord  so  compounding  has  been 
taken  off  in  regard  to  the  wood  itself,  and  nothing  lefl  re- 
maining but  BO  much  rent  of  assize,  the  new  and  the  old,  with 
the  former  services,  as  previously  noticed. 

The  possessions  of  the  inhabitants  were  first  distinguished 
by  the  titles  of  knight's  Jee  and  fftoelkind,  or  the  tenure  of 
knight's  service  and  socage,  the  former  appertaining  to  the 
soldier,  the  latter  to  the  husbandman.  This  socage  tenure  of 
gavelkind  has  now  so  completely  swallowed  up  the  knight's 
service,  that  all  lands  within  the  county  are  deemed  as  holding 
of  the  same,  except  it  is  particularly  proved  otherwise,  a  cir- 
cumstance of  rare  occurrence. 

The  mrniber  of  freeholds  throughout  Kent  is  computed  at 
9000,  which  IB  somewhat  surprising,  if  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  vast  possessions  of  the  two  episcopal  dioceses  of  the 
cathedrals  of  Canterbury  and  Rochester,  and  several  of  the 
colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  as  well  as  other  corporate 
bodies  possessing  claims  at  a  rack-rent,  computed  at  upwards 
of  £80,000  per  annum,  independent  of  parsonages  and  por- 
tions of  tithes. 

Under  the  Saxon  heptarchy  the  lands  of  the  realm  were 
computed  by  hida,  and  in  an  ancient  schedule,  Kent,  therein 


^niized  by  Google 


TM  HISTORY  OF  THE 

vritten  CanttDorena,  n  estimated  ss  containing  15,000  hides. 
Many  coDJecturea  have  been  made  as  to  the  signification  of 
the  term  bide,  some  esteeming  it  a  particular  portion  of  land 
comprising  100  acres ;  others  conceive  it  to  mean  carttcata,  & 
plough  land ;  while  n  third  aupposition  is,  that  this  expression 
refers  to  a  family  or  dwelling,  with  the  lands  appertdning 
thereto,  in  the  nature  of  a  manor ;  which  last  opinion  seemi 
best  calculated  for  the  above  estimation,  according  to  Hasted. 

It  has  been  computed  that  Kent  contains  1,248,000  acres, 
70,507  dwellings,  85.939  families,  whereof  30.869  are  chiefly 
employed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  30,180  in  trades  and  manu- 
factures, which,  with  24,tj90  families  not  comprised  in  the  two 
preceding  classea,  make  a  total  of  209,833  males,  216,183 
females,  forming  a  total  of  426,016  souls. 

Under  Elizabeth,  a.d.  1574  and  1575,  the  muster  taken  in 
Kent  amounted  to  8960  able-bodied  men,  6000  armed  men, 
780  selected  men,  800  artificers  and  pioneers,  15  demi-lancers, 
and  787  light  horsemen. 

Prior  to  the  embodying  a  militia,  there  was  by  the  Act  of 
the  12th  Charles  II.,  the  sum  of  £70,000  raised  monthly  on 
the  countiesof  England  and  Waleo.  for  furnishing  ammunitioD, 
8cc.  of  which  amount  Kent  paid  £3655  112,  being  more  tlian 
any  other  county,  with  the  exception  of  Suffolk,  which  proved 
equal,  and  London,  tbitt  yielded  £4666  13  4. 

On  the  return  of  the  militia,  this  county  furnished  16,757 
able-bodied  men  for  West  Kent,  and  9164  for  East  Rent,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  25,921  men.  The  proportion  of  militia  mea 
therefore  allotted  by  Parliament  for  this  county  was,  for  West 
Kent,  621 ;  for  East  Kent,  including  Canterbury,  339;  makia); 
a  total  of  960  men.  Those  residing  in  the  Cinque  Ports  and 
their  members  were  omitted,  as  well  as  seamen  and  persoos 
employed  in  the  dockyards,  clergymen,  and  such  as  are  ex- 
cepted from  the  service  by  the  militia  laws. 


FEUDAL    TENURES. 

All  properly  ibroughont  England  is  derived  from  her  kings, 
as  originally  all  lands  were  vested  in  the  crown  j  but  the 
princes  being  anxious  to  recompense  their  nobles  and  gre«t 
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men  for  services,  ^rranted  them  portions  of  land,  which  the 
SaxoDB  termed  kida,  familia,  mansura,  mansum,  castUa,  8cc.  By 
the  monarchB  they  were  empowered  to  exercise  certain  juris- 
dictions, on  performing  services,  and  paying  yeaily  rents,  as 
their  grants  required ;  and  where  the  privileges  of  sac,  toe,  tol, 
and  lieam.  Sic.  were  conferred  with  land,  it  was,  by  the  Saxons, 
termed  pradium  or  villa,  the  lords  thereof  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  precints  in  his  own  court  appertaining  to  the 
same,  which  is  now  called  a  court-baron. 

Subsequent  to  the  battle  of  HastiDgs,  William  seized  all 
the  lands,  which  he  distributed  among  his  Norman  followers, 
in  consideration  of  their  military  services;  at  the  same  time 
he  exercised  the  greatest  cruelties  on  the  native  English,  num- 
bers being  expulsed  from  their  possessions,  who  were  forced 
to  seek  refuge  in  the  forests,  living  like  savages,  and  reduced 
to  such  misery  and  servitude,  that  it  was  deemed  disgraceful 
to  hear  the  name  of  an  Englishman.  The  possessions  of  all 
those  who  fought  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  and  the  heirs  of 
such  as  died  there,  were  deprived  of  their  lands,  and  deemed 
fortunate  if  they  escaped  with  life.  Such,  however,  as  had 
not  taken  arms,  subsequently  obtained  some  favor  from  their 
new  Norman  lords,  thoagh  for  a  period  without  hope  that  their 
offspring  would  succeed  therein.  At  length  the  sons  were 
permitted  to  hold  their  possessions  at  the  pleasure  of  their 
lord  ;  which  was  accorded  by  ^reement  for  merit  and  services, 
and  not  by  lineal  descent,  as  they  were  proscribed  from  cbaU 
lengiog  any  thing.  The  Conqueror  also  erected  castles  in 
various  parts,  and,  under  pretence  of  preventing  tumults,  dis- 
anaed  the  natives,  causing  a  bell  to  be  rung  in  every  parish  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  thence  denominated  coverfeu, 
now  called  curfae,  at  the  sound  of  which  every  man  was  to 
extinguish  his  fire  and  go  to  rest.  He,  moreover,  so  humiliated 
the  English,  that  they  gladly  imitated  the  Normans  in  the 
mode  of  cutting  tbeir  hair  and  shaving  ;  being  also  obliged 
to  conform  to  the  taste  of  their  despotic  masters  in  their  cupa 
and  cooking. 

The  Saxons  obtained  the  original  of  their  jurisdictions  from 
the  grants  of  their  princes,  whereas  the'  Normans  bad  their 
manors  from  the  feudal  law.  By  introducing  the  feudal  sys- 
tem, William  became  possessed  of  a  powerful  army  for  the  de- 
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fence  of  hia  newly  acquired  realm,  the  same  having  conntted 
of  60,000 inea.  Thia  national  militia  waacompoaed  of  barou, 
knights,  and  gentlemen,  bonod  by  their  honour,  their  interett, 
and  their  oaths,  to  defend  the  king  and  their  country,  under 
whom  the  rest  of  bis  lay  subjects  were  employed  in  tillage  and 
domestic  avocations;  for  there  existed  two  deacriptiona  of 
laymen,  the  military  and  the  husbandmen.  Hence  it  occnned. 
that  while  the  former  was  summoned  abroad  on  military  service, 
the  latter  remained  at  honje  and  performed  his  duty  and  ter- 
vicea  in  the  cultivation  of  hia  landa,  &c. 

Those  powerful  Norman  lorda  had  such  vast  grants,  that  the; 
comprehended  the  major  part,  and  aometimea  an  entire  couatf, 
for  which  tbey  performed  certain  services.  Being  therefore 
held  directly  of  the  crown,  and  not  of  any  mediate  cattle^ 
honour,  or  manor,  they  were  called  teaartt  in  capite,  the  most 
free  and  honourable  of  all  possesaiona. 

Lands  so  holden  were,  by  tbeSaxona,  termed  thainiaitd,axA 
their  holders,  tham  mtgore*  and  thain  regit;  and  by  the  Nomwis, 
baroM  and  Koroma.  The  service  of  ench  tenants  of  majeitj 
was  to  attend  him  in  his  wars,  according  to  the  nnmberof 
knights'  fees  they  held,  or  doing  some  honourable  service  to 
the  king  in  person,  as  bearing  his  sword,  banner,  8lc.  or  acting 
as  hia  butler,  champion,  &c.,  which  occupationa  were  called 
urgeantry,  being  a  species  of  knight's  service,  equally  with  die 
fwmer. 

Lands  were  also  held  m  tocage,  as  of  the  crown,  or  Mo^nK; 
as  well  as  by  knightly  aervice.  The  vast  extent  of  soch 
granta  compelled  the  tatimtt  in  capUey  after  reserving  a  territoi; 
round  their  castles,  to  form  other  manors,  held  by  wnm 
taumli,  by  the  a^^ice  of  a  certain  number  of  knights'  fees,  ai 
stipulated  by  the  chief  lord ;  which  inferior  manors  wee 
again  parcelled  off  into  smaller,  held  by  the  mane  lord,  by  ser- 
vices in  like  manner.  The  last  mentioned  were  occupied  by 
the  lowest  order  of  tenants,  called  lentmt  paravail,  as  befOg 
supposed  to  avail  thenuelvea  of  the  profiu  atiaing  fron  the 
soil,  being  held  of  the  meme  lord  for  the  acres  they  possessed, 
either  by  knighfs  service,  in  free  socage,  or  by  fiopy  of  court 
roll.  In  thia  mannef  were  the  lands  throoghoat  England  held 
that  were  possessed  by  the  subjects,  the  manors  and  lordships 
being  parcelled  out  aa  follow : 
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Firat,  the  chief  lord  reserved  the  best  part  for  bia  own  use, 
called  terra  dominka/U  or  demesne  land;  he  theoi  in  order  to 
render  bia  eatabliBbment  complete,  granted  diatioot  portions 
of  hialsmda  to  tmsty  vassals,  for  their  aid  in  war,  either  by  the 
finding  a  horse  and  arms,  &c.  or  accompanying  him,  when 
he  attended  the  king,  in  person,  or  tending  an  efficient 
man  in  bia  place,  to  be  maintained  at  his  own  cost,  for  the 
number  of  days  agreed  npon  between  the  lord  and  his  princi- 
pal tenant,  on  the  grant  of  the  fee,  the  day*  being  reckoned 
according  to  the  quantum  of  land  so  holden. 

To  the  above  were  added  homage,  fealty,  wardship,  marriage, 
relief,  and  escheat,  which  tenure  was  denominated  knight's 
service,  and  the  holding  thereof  a  knight's  fee.  If  the  same 
was  insufficient  for  hiring  one  soldier,  such  part  was  contri- 
buted towards  the  lord's  military  expenses,  or  service,  being 
only  performed  during  part  uf  the  time,  which  was  called  hold- 
ing the  premises  by  a  half,  third,  or  fourth  of  one  knight's  fee. 
Thid,  under  the  Conqueror,  was  stated  at  jC20  per  annum,  the 
quantum  of  land  differing  according  to  its  quality,  a  certain 
number  of  which  fees  were  required  to  eonstitate  a  barony. 

Another  portion  of  the  mutor  was  by  the  chief  lord  distri- 
buted to  men  perfonwag  rustio  and  servile  works  to  bis  castle, 
mansion,  or  lands,  such  ai  ploughing,  sewing,  reaping,  &c.  iu 
the  proportion  of  thirty,  forty,  or  sixty,  acres  of  land  each. 
Another  part  he  allotted  to  andt  as  famished  provisions, 
namely,  capons,  hens,  com,  flowers,  Stc  or  else  with  apparel, 
as  spurs,  gloves,  6ui.  or  the  payment  of  a  certain  rent,  to  he 
sworn  bis  faithful  tenant.  All  these  tenures  not  being  mili- 
tary, long  since  turned  into  money  or  quit-rents,  were  called 
tonires  tn  locage.  Tenants  in  socage  paid  a  relief  certain,  to 
which  is  sometimes  added  a  heriot,  according  to  the  castom  of 
the  manor,  on  death  or  alienation,  not  as  in  the  case  of  knight's 
service,  but  one  or  more  year's  rent,  no  other  wardship  or 
other  profit  accruing  to  the  lord. 

The  residue  of  the  lands  of  the  manor  was  manured  by  the 
peasantry  or  bondsmen,  the  lord  appointing  the  mode  whereby 
it  was  held  at  the  courts  of  his  manor,  entering  the  same  on 
the  rolls,  though  possestiog  the  power  of  taking  it  away  at 
pleasure,  and  they  were  consequently  called  tenant*  at  wiU  bjf 
copy  of  cowt  roll.  Such  pereons  originidly  bondsmen,  but  hav- 
VOL.  IV.  5  o 
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ing  by  degrees  obtaioed  freedom,  were  called  eopyholdm,  woe 
holding  for  one,  two.  or  three  lives,  and  others  from  heir  to 
heir,  for  aatom  rules  these  estates.  The  residue  of  the  manor 
was  termed  the  /onf  j  vatte,  serving  for  roads  and  commoo  pas- 
ture,  for  the  lord  and  his  tenantry. 

For  the  government  of  sucfa  a  tract  of  land,  and  the  tenants 
thereon,  a  court  was  held,  called,  from  the  Norman  usage,  a 
court-baron,  where,  at  certain  periods,  his  tenantry  were  com- 
manded to  assemble.  In  that  court  the  lord  was  informed,  on 
oath,  of  all  dues,  rents,  reliefs,  Sec,  that  had  happened  to  him, 
such  information  being  called  praentment.  His  bailiff  was  then 
authorised  to  seize  and  distrain  for  the  same,  if  withboldea; 
then  also  debu  and  trespasses,  under  40s.  might  be  sued  lor; 
the  freeholders  of  the  manor  being  deputed  judges  of  the 
cause,  and  therefore  as  incidental  to  their  tenures,  held  by  tat 
of  court,  that  is,  by  attendance  ihere  to  judge  in  such  actioui, 
and  make  presentment  on  behalf  of  the  lord. 

A  tenant  in  capitt  was,  under  the  king,  lord  paramoojU  orer 
all  the  manors  and  district  of  country  held  by  his  mesne  tenanb, 
as  each  of  those  were  in  torn  over  such  who  in  like  manner 
held  under  them ;  which  seignory  of  the  principal  lord  is  fre- 
quently termed  an  honour,  tnoK  especially  if  apperuining  to 
an  ancient  feodal  baron,  or  having  at  any  time  been  vestwl  in 
the  crown. 

The  inferior  lords  continued  to  portion  out  their  lands  to 
others,  as  held  of  themselves  ad  it^nitum,  till  the  superior 
lords  found  that  by  such  method  of  subiafaidatum,  they  were 
deprived  of  all  their  feodal  profits.  On  that  account,  the  sta- 
tute of  Westminster,  passed  in  the  18th  of  Edward  I.,  named, 
from  two  words  therein,  Quia  emptores,  whereby  it  was  enacted 
that  no  subject  thenceforward  should  create  any  fresh  tenanu 
to  hold  of  himself.  Thence  all  manors  now  existing  must,  by 
immemorial  prescription,  have  existed  prior  to  the  passir^  of 
that  statute,  as  no  new  manoi-  can  have  since  been  created,  it 
being  essential  that  there  be  tenants  holding  of  the  lord.  Soch 
was  the  increase  of  these  petty  manors  throughout  Kent,  thai 
every  farm,  comprising  90  or  100  acres,  became  a  manor, 
and  had  its  court ;  but  the  expenses  of  holding  the  same, 
greatly  exceeding  the  proBts,  they  have  long  been  discon- 
tinned,  and  the  rents  and  services  lost,  wherefore  they  ai«  no* 
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styled  manors  iy  repute,  having  no  privilei^  but  the  preserriDg 
of  game  for  their  lords.  On  the  knight's  service  degenerating 
into  esciu^,  or  pecuniary  asBeaBmenta,  all  advantages  of  the 
feodal  syitem  were  destroyed,  and  the  hardships  only  remained. 
From  time  to  time  palliatives  were  applied  to  mitigate  the 
grievance,  and  James  I.  formed  a  plan  for  exchanging  military 
lonures,  and  annexing  a  fee-farm  to  the  crown,  in  lieu  of  the 
same ;  after  which,  Charles  I.  waa  compelled  to  abrogate  the. 
power  of  forcing  bis  tenants,  who  held  by  knight's  service,  to 
receive  knighthood;  and  at  the  restoration  of  Charles  II., 
these  military  tenures  and  their  appendages  were  destroyed. 

While  military  tenants  coatinned,  on  the  demise  of  every 
one  of  the  king's  tenants,  an  int^uest  of  office  was  held,  called 
uiquisUio  post  mortem,  to  ascertain  of  what  lands  he  had  died 
seised,  who  was  his  heir,  of  what  age,  and  by  what  service  held, 
ID  order  to  entitle  the  king  to  his  wardship,  marriage,  relief,  Stc. 
Such  inquisition  was  made  by  jury,  by  the  king's  escheator 
and  the  feodary  of  the  county,  who  regulated  the  inquiries, 
the  court  of  wards  and  hveries  having  been  instituted  in  the 
33d  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  abolished  as  above. 


SOCAGE    TBNUREB. 

Wfl  now  proceed  to  explain  the  Soca^  Tenures  ef  Ancient 
Dememe  and  Gmxlkind.  The  former  consists  of  such  lands  and 
manors  as  were  the  ancient  inheritance  of  the  crown,  and  acto- 
ally  so  vested  under  Edward  the  Confessor,  or  William  the 
Conqueror,  as  appears  from  Domesday  record,  in  the  Exche- 
qner,  wherein  they  are  entered  under  the  title  of  Terra  Regit. 
Moat  of  those  possessions  have  at  different  epochs  been  granted 
to  private  subjects,  but  the  tenants  under  the  crown  were  not 
all  of  Uie  same  order  or  degree,  some  having  remained  for  a 
long  period  in  absolute  villenage,  dependant  on  the  will  of  the 
lord,  and  such  as  succeeded  them  in  their  tenures  now  differ 
but  in  few  points  from  common  copyholders.  Others  were  in 
a  great  measure  enfranchised  by  royal  favor,  holding  their 
lands  by  the  superior  species  of  villein  services,  all  now 
ohanged  into  pecuniary  rents  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  tfaey 
possessed  many  immuDitiea  and  privil^es  granted  to  them,  as 
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trying  the  right  o(  their  property  10  a  court  of  theirowa,  called 
a  court  of  ancient  demesne,  neither  paying  toll  or  taxes,  contri- 
buttag  to  the  expenses  of  the  knights  of  the  shire,  or  bang 
put  upon  juries,  &c. 

TheSoa^TenureofGavflkmd^enen\  by  prevails  tbrougbont 
Kent,  to  which  are  annexed  certain  special  customs  inherent, 
anciently  denominated  Comuetttditiei  KantM,  or  the  commOM 
law  of  Kent.  Antiquaries  rary  in  their  opinions  concerning 
the  etymology  of  the  term  gavel/and.  while  (hat  which  is  most 
natural  and  consonant  with  reason  and  authority,  is  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  services.  According  to  such  exposition  of 
the  term,  it  owes  its  origin  to  the  Saxon  word  gofet,  or  gmel, 
signifying  rent  or  performance  of  husbandry  work,  wherefore 
they  termed  such  lands  as  yielded  that  species  of  senrice, 
gavelkind,  meaning  the  kind  of  land  that  yields  rent.  Lam- 
barde,  Somner,  and  Philipott,  concur  in  the  above  opinion. 
On  this  subject  several  treatises  are  extant ;  that  of  Somner  is 
confined  to  the  etymology  of  the  name,  and  origine  aod  an- 
tiquity of  the  custom,  together  with  a  few  speculative  points. 
M.  Taylor  treats  of  the  history  and  etymology  of  gavelktnd 
in  a  general  sense ;  the  work  of  Lambarde  on  the  same  sub- 
ject is  a  summary  confined  to  the  points  of  the  ctalvmal ;  and 
M.  Robinson  comprehends  all  that  is  of  utility  in  the  fore- 
going, as  well  as  a  comprehensive  account  of  tatare  and  aatm- 
mal^  in  addition  to  which,  it  contains  a  complete  Ioib  IrvsifHe 
on  these  heads,  being  of  such  high  authority  in  the  coBrta  of 
judicature,  as  to  be  generally  referred  to  in  knotty  and  unknown 
points  of  this  singular  species  of  tenoie  and  oustom. 

Supposing  such  to  be  the  true  etymology,  it  is  plaia  that 
Govettwd,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  means  only  tke 
teiturt  of  the  land,  and  that  the  partibility,  and  other  custom* 
ary  qualities,  are  rather  extrinsic  and  accidental  to  gandkmi, 
from  the  customary  laws  of  the  place,  than  comprehended 
under  that  term. 

GaotUmd  land*  are  not  pecidiar  to  this  county,  there  being 
many  instances  of  them  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  said 
to  partake  of  the  nature  and  custom  of  fftoeVdnd,  a  style  as- 
sumed since  the  dtsgaoeling  statute  of  the  31st  of  Henry  VIU. 
Previous  to  that  period,  they  were  never  mentioned  aa  Gooef- 
had  lands,  but  merely  such  ae  were  partible,  and  bad  been 
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separated  ;  bo  psouliar  indeed  is  ihie  tenare  esteemed  to  be  to 
the  county  of  Kent,  that  although  in  other  places  the  claimant 
must  set  Tonh  the  custom  on  which  he  founds  his  claims  to 
the  land,  as  being  of  the  tenure  of  gavelkind,  in  Kent  it  is 
sufficient  to  shew  the  cnstsm  at  large,  and  state  that  the  pro- 
perty is  situated  in  that  county,  being  of  the  nature  of  gaotl- 
kind,  of  which  all  lands  in  Kent  are  presumed  to  be,  until  the 
contrary  be  proved.  On  this  account,  all  works  call  gavelkiad 
in  Kent  by  a  higher  apellaUon  than  is  atlowed  to  any  other 
custom,  namely,  tlie  Commm  Law  of  Kent.  It  is  well  known 
that  all  lands  in  this  county,  which  were  anciently  and  origi- 
nally held  in  socage  tenure,  are  of  the  nature  of  GaveUdad,  of 
which  description  were  the  majority  of  the  tare  tenants  of  the 
several  seignories  therein,  who  held  by  that  tenure,  notwith- 
Blaading  their  chief  lords  held  by  military  service. 

The  custom  of  Gavelkind  can  neither  be  created  or  taken 
away  by  change  of  tenure,  or  any  other  means,  except  an  Act 
of  Parliament;  in  former  times,  our  monarcbs  indeed  exercised 
the  prert^tive  of  changing  the  cuitomary  descent  with  the 
tenure,  which  power  was  sometimes  delegated  to  others,  for 
Iking  John,  in  his  3d  year,  by  charter,  authorised  Hubert, 
archhishop  of  Canterbury,  to  change  the  gaveUdrtd  tenures, 
held  of  the  see  of  Canterbury,  into  tenures  by  knight's  service. 

The  special  customs  incidental  to  gavelkind  in  this  county, 
are,  that  the  husband,  on  the  demise  of  his  wife,  enjoys  one 
moiety  of  her  inheritance  in  gavelkind  by  courtesy,  whether  he 
baa  children  by  her  or  not,  until  he  remarries.  The  wife,  on 
her  husband's  decease,  has  a  moiety  of  his  lands,  as  her  dower, 
during  the  period  she  remaina  a  widow,  and  in  chastity ;  after 
which,  says  the  custom, 

"  He  (bat  does  turn  or  wend  her. 
Let  him  alM  give  unla  ber,  or  lend  ber." 

The  tenant  of  GavtUmd  lands  is  kept  in  ward  one  year 
longer  than  »  permitted  by  the  common  law,  that  is,  nntil  he 
attains  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  is  deemed  sufficiently  mature 
to  alien  bis  estate  by  feoffment.  Lands  in  gavelkind,  if  th» 
tenant  commits  felony,  and  submits  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Uw,  ai»  net  forfeited,  neither  do  they  esclwat  to  the  king,  or 
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other  lord  of  whom  they  are  held,  whicli  gave  occuioo  [or 
the  following  saying : 

"  The  Tatber  to  the  bough, 
Aod  the  MD  la  the  plough-** 

Neither  has  the  king,  year,  day,  and  waate  of  lands  id  gmet 
kind,  held  of  a  commoo  peraoo,  where  the  tenaot  is  execnted 
for  felony. 

The  tenant  bad  a  power  of  devising  lands  by  will,  before  the 
statute  for  that  pnrpoae  was  enacted  in  the  32d  of  Heniy 
VIII. 

Lands  in  gavelfdnd  descend  to  all  the  sons  in  equal  portioni, 
end  if  no  male  children,  then  to  the  daughters,  in  like  manner. 
As  to  the  chattels,  it  was  formerly  part  of  the  custom  of  Kent 
to  divide  them  (the  funeral  debts  of  the  deceased  being  liqai- 
dated,)  into  three  portions,  if  he  left  only  lawful  issue  behind 
him ;  of  which  three  parts,  one  was  for  the  defunct,  for  the 
performance  of  legacies ;  a  second  to  the  children,  for  their 
education ;  and  the  third  to  the  widow,  for  support  and  main- 
tenance. 

If  the  tenant  of  gavelkind  lands  withdraws  the  dae  rent  and 
serrices  from  his  lord,  the  custom  of  Kent  awards  the  latter 
a  solemn  cestavit,  called  gavelet,  by  which,  unless  the  tenant 
redeems  bis  lands  by  paying  the  arrearages,  and  makes 
amends,  they  become  forfeited  to  the  lord,  who  enters  and 
occupies  them  as  his  own  demesnes. 

Tenants  in  gavelkind  claim  the  privilege,  that  where  writ  of 
right  is  brought  touching  gavelkind  lands,  the  grand  assise 
shall  not  be  chosen  in  the  ordinary  manner,  by  four  knights, 
but  four  tenants  in  gavdland,  who  shall  not  associate  to  them- 
selves twelve  knights,  but  the  same  number  of  tenants  ia 
gavelkind:  and  further,  that  trial  by  battle  shall  not  be  allowed 
in  such  a  writ  for  these  lands.  Notwithstandiog  such  claim, 
one  of  the  last  instances  of  battle  joined  in  a  writ  of  right, 
was  in  the  case  of  Lowe  and  Paramour,  for  lands  in  Harty  that 
are  gavelkind.  See  Coke's  Entries,  p.  182;  and  Speed's  ChroD. 
p.  1166. 

Other  privileges  existed  relating  to  gavelland  lands,  now 
become  obsolete,  namely,  exemption  from  serving  oil  juries  in 


^niized  by  Google 


COUNTY  OF  KENT.  759 

atUiDts,  abrogated  by  a  Btatate  in  the  18th  of  Henry  VI.,  that 
no  man  should  have  common  in  landa  of  that  nature ;  the  pri- 
vilege of  driving  off  cattle  found  damage  yeuinf  on  gavelkitid 
lands ;  as  also  a  custom,  peculiar  to  the  Weald,  that  the  lords 
of  whom  the  drovedejiTta  were  held  in  gavelkind,  should  have 
all  the  great  oaks,  ash,  and  beech,  growing  (here,  with  the 
pannage  thereof;  and  the  tenants  the  underwood  only,  or  at 
most,  the  oak,  ash,  and  beech,  under  forty  year's  growth  ;  no 
vestige  of  such  right  now  exists,  the  claim  having  been  given 
up  by  the  lords  when  they  agreed  with  their  tenants,  under 
Edward  III.  and  Richard  II.  The  Kentish  custumal  also 
claims  that  the  bodies  of  Kentish  men  be  free,  as  well  as  the 
other  free  bodies  of  England,  which  was  formerly  under  a 
state  of  hereditary  bond^e,  a  most  glorious  and  valuable 
birthright. 

Another  privilege  claimed  by  the  men  of  Kent,  is  the  being 
placed  in  the  vanguard  of  the  army  when  engaged  with  the 
rest  of  their  neighbours ;  the  same  having  been  accorded  them 
for  their  gallantry  in  battles  against  the  Saxons  and  Danes, 
long  anterior  to  the  Conquest. 

Several  copies  are  extant  of  the  Custianal  of  Kent,  in  French 
and  Latin,  in  the  latter  of  which  it  is  entitled  CoMuelvdinea, 
and  CoTUtitutionis  Kantia,  every  copy,  however,  differing  in 
many  essential  points. 

Many  claims  were  set  forth  of  these  liberties  before  the 
KaUuhjmtieet  in  eyre,  more  particularly  under  Henry  III.  and 
Edward  I.,  owing  to  the  continued  encroachments  made  upon 
them  by  the  aheriffi  and  officers  of  the  crown,  and  the  use  of 
them  was  Irequently  allowed  id  those  iters.  One  in  particular, 
to  be  found  in  a  record  preserved  in  the  Surrenden  library,  sets 
forth,  "that  this  county  ought  of  right  to  be  free  from  the 
grievances  therein  complained  of:**  the  record  then  continues, 
"  because  the  said  county  was  not  conquered  with  the  rest  of 
the  kingdom,  but  surrendered  itself  up  to  the  Conqueror,  by  a 
peace  made  with  him,  and  a  saving  to  itself  of  all  liberties  and 
free  customs  before  that  time  had  and  used."  J 

The  confirmation  of  these  ancient  privileges  from  the  Con- 
qaeior  appears  feasible,  if  we  suppose  that  gavelkind  was  the 
common  law  of  the  realm ;  for  it  is  found  that  the  county  of 
Kent  reuined  and  enjoyed  it  by  this  composition,  when  nearly 


^niized  by  Google 


700  marroaY  op  the 

all  the  residue  of  the  kingdom  was  deprived  of  tbat  law,  ud 
compelled  to  aubmit  to  such  edicts  as  were  forced  npon  it  by 
the  arbitrary  away  of  the  Conqueror.  Whether  this  wa«  u- 
complished  by  means  of  the  rooTing  wood  at  Swanscombe, 
adrerted  to  in  our  history,  or  by  a  treaty  ratified  at  the  place 
in  qaeitioiii  or  elsewhere,  we  find  no  authority  safficienlly 
conclusive  to  decide. 

It  is  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  an  Act  of  ParliaBient  only  eta 
change  the  nature  of  gavelkind  lands,  which  has  occasioned  the 
passing  aeveral  edicts  for  the  purpose  of  diigavelUng  the  pos- 
sessions of  nnmerons  individuals  in  this  county,  as  frequently 
mentioned  in  our  History. 

The  varioaa  statutes  of  that  description  are  of  a  prints 
nature,  none  being  printed  in  the  statute  books  except  thitof 
the  Slst  of  Henry  VIII.     The  others  are  as  follow. 

An  Act  in  the  11th  of  Henry  VII.  for  dugasefftng  the  landi 
of  Sir  Richard  Guldeford. 

In  the  16lh  of  Henry  VIII.  for  the  lands  of  Sir  Henry 
Wyatt. 

In  the  3l8t  of  Henry  VIII.  for  the  lands  of  the  peraont 
nnder  designated,  those  marked  with  a  star  (*)  being  Dsmed 
in  this  Act,  as  well  as  that  ensuing  of  the  2d  and  3d  of 
Edward  VI. 


Thomai  lord  Cromwell 
Thomat  lord  Burghe 
Geo^e  lord  Cobham 
Andrew  lord  Wiodwre 
•SirThoroai  Cheyne 
Sir  Christopher  H^es 
SirThoniu  Willoughby 
*Joha  Guldeford 
'Thomas  Kempe 
EdvndThwaites 
«WiiliaDi  Roper 
Ambon;  Sondes 
Edward  liaac 
PerciTal  Hatte 
Edward  Mooyns 
William  Whelnall 
John  Fogg 


*Sir  AnthoDy  St.  Leger 
*Slr  Edward  Wottoo 
Sir  Edward  Bowtoa 
*Sir  Roger  Cbomlcy 
Sir  John  Cbampoeyi 
■Joha  Baker,  eiq. 
Seginald  Scott 
Edward  Feliplace 
Thomas  Hardrea 
Wflliam  Waller 
«Thoiiui  WHford 
*Tbomai  Moyle 
•Thomsa  Hetlskeadeo 
Godfrey  Lee 
*  Jamet  Hale* 
Henry  Busaey 
Thomas  Roy  don. 
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An  Act  in  the  2d  and  3d  of  Edward  VI.  for  dtsgaveliihg  the 
lands  of  tlie  following  persons. 


•Sir  Thomas  Cheyne 
•Sir  Amhon;  Se'mll^er 
Sir  Robert  Southwell 
*Sir  John  Baker 
*Sir  Edward  Woolton 
•Sir  Roger  Chnlmley 
*SirThomat  Moyle 
Sir  John  Gale 
Sir  Edmund  Waltingham 
•Sir  John  Guldeford 
Sir  Humphrey  Style 
•Sir  Thomas  Kempe 
Sir  Martin  Down 
•Sir  James  Hales 
Richard  Coverle 
Christopher  Blower 
Thomas  H  end  Icy 
Thomas  Barman 
Thomas  Lovelace 
Reginald  Peckham 
Herbert  Fynche 
Sir  Walter  Handley 


Sir  George  Harper 

Sir  Henry  Iilley 

Sir  GeoTge  Blage 

Thomas  Colepeper,  of  Bedgbury 

Juhn  Colepeper,  of  Ayleiford 

Thomas  Colepeper,  son  of  John 

•William  Roper 

•Thomas  Wylforde 

•Thomas  Harlakenden 

William  Twisenden 

Thomas  Oarrell,  of  Scotney 

Robert  Budstone 

Thomas  Roberts 

Stephen  Darrell 

William  Colepeper 

John  Mayne 

Walter  Mayne 

Thomas  Watloo 

John  Tuflon 

Thomas  White 

Peter  Hay  man 

Thomas  Argal. 


An  Act  in  the  lat  of  Elizabeth,  for  the  lands  of  Thomas 
Browne,  of  West  Becfewortb,  in  Snrray,  and  Qeoige  Browne 
eaqn. 

An  Act  in  the  8th  of  the  same  queen,  for  the  lands  of  Thomas 
Browne,  esq. 
An  Act  in  the  21st  of  James  I.  for  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Potter,  esq. 
Sir  Geoive  Riven,  knt. 
Sir  John  Itivert,  bart. 

The  words  used  in  these  statutes  are  very  general,  such  as 
that  all  manors,  lands,  tenements,  8cc.  lying  and  being  within 
the  county  of  Kent,  whereof  the  individuals  mentioned  in  the 
Acts  were  then  seized,  and  of  tfaf  nature  of  gavelkind,  should 
thenceforward  be  clearly  changed  from  the  said  custom,  and 
made  to  descend  according  to  the  common  law,  as  if  the  same 
had  oever  been  of  the  nature  of  gavtHdnd.    Yet,  notwitb- 
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Standing  the  general  Benae  of  these  words,  the  courta  after- 
wards determined,  that  the  statutea  for  tii^awIA)^  only  took 
away  the  partibility,  and  not  the  other  qualities  aod  ciu- 
toma  appertaining  to  Unds  in  this  county. 

The  length  of  time  that  has  transpired  since  the  patsing  the 
above  Acts,  the  change  of  property,  extinction  of  the  court  if 
Wardt,  and  the  inqidationes pott  mortem,  the  paucity  of  kaow- 
ledge  as  to  where  records  may  be  foundi  and  the  great  expenie 
attending  a  research  after  the  same ;  the  difficulty  of  proriog 
what  estates  the  persons  named  in  (be  di^avellmg  statutes 
were  seized  of  at  the  time  they  were  passed,  as  well  as  whit 
lands  were  formerly  subject  to  military  teanres,  which  hu 
daily  increased  since  their  abolition  ;  those  impediments,  we 
say,  have  become  so  great,  that  the  proprietors  of  lands  enti- 
tled (o  the  benefits  of  those  Acts,  generally  prefer  waving  such 
privilege,  suffering  their  lands  to  pasn  in  common  witli  their 
neighbours,  rather  than  encounter  so  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pense. We  may  therefore  confid'-ntly  assei^,  that  nearly  u 
much  land  in  Kent  is  now  subject  to  the  control  of  the  custom 
as  there  was  previous  to  the  passing  these  dugavellitig  slatates. 


RKLIOIOUB    ESTABLIBHMBNTS. 

Prelates,  and  others  of  religious  callings,  under  the  Saxooi, 
held  their  possessions  by  a  tenure,  called  iq  French,  fraiM- 
moign,  and  in  Latin,  libera  eUemoa/na.  vaApura  et  ■perpetua  tlte- 
moa/Tia,  that  is,  in  free  alms,  or  pure  atid  perpetual  aims  to  them 
and  their  successors  for  ever. 

Such  is  the  tenure  whereby  ^most  qll  the  ancieat  monaste- 
ries, SCc.  held  their  lands,  and  by  which  t^  deans  and  chapters, 
the  clergy,  and  other  eleemosynary  foundations,  still  contioas 
to  hold  them ;  frankalmoi^  being  excepted  by  name  in  the 
statute  of  Charles  I!,  for  abolishing  tenures,  wherefore  itexisti 
hi  numerous  instances  at  the  present  day.  This  tenure  is  veiy 
distinct  from  all  others,  not  J)eing  feudal,  but  merely  spiritasl, 
differing  materially  from  what  was  called  tenure  by  di*'i'* 
service,  in  which  the  tenants  were  bound  to  perform  some  spe- 
cial divine  services.    Thia  was  a  Saxon  tennre,  and  continaeo 
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under  the  Norman  eway,  except  as  to  bishops  and  greater 
abbots,  whose  possessions  were,  by  the  Conqueror,  rendered 
sabject  to  knight's  service  in  capUe,  through  the  gr^at  respect 
shown  to  religions  men,  whose  prayers,  according  to  the  laws 
of  Edward  II.,  were  to  be  regarded  as  more  effectual  than  thi 
■ecular  ann.  For  this  reason,  tenants  in  frankalmoign  were 
discharged  from  all  secular  services,  except  the  trinoda  neces^m 
of  repairing  highways,  bridges,  building  castlea.  Sec.  as  the 
Druids,  among  the  ancient  Britons,  had  their  omnium  rerutn 
immumtatem. 

The  clergy  of  England  were  anciently  of  two  descriptions, 
n^/ar  and  secu/fir,  the  former  living  nnder  certain  rules,  the 
latter  equally  ecclesinstica,  but  not  living  under  snob  regula- 
tions, called  secular,  of  which  description  were  bishops,  deans, 
and  chapters,  archdeacons,  prebendaries,  canons,  parsons,  and 
vicars.  To  give  a  regular  history  of  monks,  friars,  nuns,  Slc. 
vroutd  be  superfluous;  we  shall,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to 
what  bears  reference  totheirdissolution,  as  regards  the  county 
of  Kent. 

In  this  county  existed,  of  the  Benedictines,  t*ro  abbeys,  three 
priories,  and  five  nnnneries ;  of  the  Cluniacs,  one  priory ;  of 
the  Cistertians,  one  abbey ;  of  secular  canons,  five  colleges  ; 
of  regular  canons,  four  abbeys  and  five  priories,  whereof  one 
was  of  the  Premonstrateasisn  order.  Of  the  various  sorts  of 
friars  we  find  one  priory  and  one  nunnery  of  Dominicans ;  two 
prioriea  of  Franciscans;  one  priory  of  Trinitarians;  three 
priories  of  Carmelites,  and  four  alien  priories.  Two  comman- 
denes  of  the  knigbts  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  fifteen 
hospitals,  besides  numerous  hermitages,  chantries,  and  five 
chapels,  which  houses  were  suppressed  at  different  periods. 

The  first  occorred  under  Henry  VI..  when  learning  began  to 
revive,  and  great  men  became  fond  of  founding  colleges, 
which  were  endowed  with  lands  previously  enjoyed  by  the 
monks.  In  the  I6th  year  of  the  above  prince,  archbishop 
Chfcheley  founded  All  Souls,  in  Oxford  ;  and  William  of  Wick- 
bam,  following  his  example,  erected  New  College,  in  that  uni- 
versity, who  obtained  leave  to  settle  the  revenues  of  several 
alien  priories  on  those  establishments,  among  which  number 
was  that  of  New  Romney,  in  this  county. 

Several  other  colleges  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge  were  thus 
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Toanded  and  endowed,  and  about  the  21  Bt  of  Henry  VII., 
A.D.  1608,  Margaret  couotess  of  Richmoad  beg;aD  the  fouD> 
tioa  of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  when  LiUlechnicfai 
otherwise  Higbam,  and  an  bospilal  of  Regulars,  at  Oapriuge, 
in  this  county,  were  suppressed,  and  the  revenues  settled  on 
the  above  institution. 

Under  Henry  VIII.,  cardinal  Wolsey^  being  desirous  of 
founding  colleges  at  Ipswich  and  Oxford,  and  finding  numeroni 
petty  monasttries  in  England,  where  the  revenues  and  number 
of  monks  were  too  insignificant  to  keep  up  a  regular  discipline 
and  hospitality,  obtained  leave  from  the  pope,  in  1524,  wilh 
the  king's  acquiescence,  to  abrogate  as  many  of  such  small 
monasteries  as  should  be  required  to  raise  a  revenue  not  exceed- 
ing 3000  ducats  per  annum.  Thirty  religious  houses  were,  in 
consequence,  suppressed,  among  which  were  the  pnories  at 
Lesnes  and  Tunbridge,  in  Kent. 

About  the  above  period,  a  papal  bull  was  issued,  grantii^ 
to  cardinal  Wolsey  a  licence  for  the  suppression  of  all  religi- 
ous houses  that  did  not  contain  above  six  monks,  to  the  vatne 
of  8000  ducats  per  annum,  for  the  endowment  of  Windsor  and 
King's  colleges,  Cambridge ;  two  other  bulls  being  also  issued 
to  cardinals  Wolsey  and  Campegius,  for  establishments  con- 
taining less  than  twelve  members,  and  annexing  the  same  to 
larger  monasteries.  A  third  bull  was  also  issued  to  the  tame 
dignitaries,  for  inquiring  as  to  abbeys  fit  for  suppression,  pre- 
paratory  to  tfaeir  being  constituted  cathedrals ;  nothing,  how- 
ever, transpired  in  pursuance  of  those  papal  authorizations. 

The  principal  intent  of  Wolsey  in  suppressing  such  houses, 
was  the  desire  to  promote  learning,  though  some  had  perhapc 
other  objects  in  contemplation.  Cranmer,  for  instance,  appears 
to  have  favored  this  plan,  as  it  facilitated  bis  views  in  further- 
ing the  reformation,  and  as  learning  greatly  contributed  to  Uy 
open  the  corruptions  then  practised,  these  measures  tended  lo 
abolish  the  nurseries  of  superstition.  It  must,  however,  b« 
confessed,  that  if  vices  existed  in  many  religious  eslabliib- 
ments,  they  were  by  no  means  of  that  flagrant  description  u 
represented  in  repurts  of  the  visitors  appointed  by  government 
We  are  informed  by  lord  Herbert,  that  some  societies  behaved 
in  such  an  exemplary  manner,  that  their  lives  were  not  only 
free  from  heinous  faults,  but  every  leisure  moment  bestowed 
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in  writing  books,  paintiag,  carvinijr,  enpjravingi  &c. ;  while  in 
the  preamble  to  tbe  first  Act  of  diBsolution,  it  states,  that  in  the 
larger  moDasteries  religion  was  right  well  observed  and  ad- 
hered to. 

Tbe  BuppresBion  being  resolred  on,  an  Act  passed,  in  tbe 
97th  of  Henry  VIII.,  which  not  only  gave  to  the  king  the  reve- 
nues of  every  religious  frateroity  whose  rental  did  not  exceed 
£200  per  annum,  but  all  such  as  within  one  year  had  been  sur- 
rendered  or  otherwise  dissolved.  By  the  above  Act,  380  houses 
were  set  aside,  and  revenues  to  the  amount  of  £30,000  a  year 
devolved  to  the  crown,  besides  £100,000  in  pUt«  and  jewels. 
The  result  of  this  blow  was,  that  notwithstanding  many  of  the 
fraternities  entered  larger  monasteries,  10,000  were  thereby 
compelled  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  world,  with  only  40s. 
allowance,  and  a  new  gown  accorded  to  some  of  them.  Of  the 
above  number  was  the  Franciscan  priory,  at  Greenwich,  sup- 
pressed August  11,  in  the  23th  of  Henry  VIII, 

Subsequent  to  the  above,  followed  the  bouses  under  men- 
tioned, in  this  county,  during  the  following  year.  West  Lang- 
don  abbey;  Folkstone,  Dover,  and  Bilsington  priories;  the 
nunnery  of  Minster,  in  Sbeppey ;  Canterbury  priory;  St. 
Gregory's,  Dover ;  the  abbey  of  St.  Radigund  ;  with  the  prio- 
ries of  Cumbwell,  Horton,  Hedcome,  Mottenden,  Canterbury, 
Aylesford,  Newenden,  and  Sandwich. 

These  suppressiona  created  great  murmurings  among  the 
secular,  as  well  as  regular  clei^y,  which  breaking  out  into  open 
rebellion,  Henry  VIII.  deemed  that  a  fitting  opportunity  to  an- 
nihilate the  residue)  when  a  new  visitalion  of  monasteries  was 
appointed,  the  visitors  being  further  instructed  to  examine  all 
that  related  to  their  conversation  or  affection  to  the  king  and 
his  supremacy,  as  well  as  their  impoBtures,  superstitions,  and 
how  they  had  been  effected  during  the  recent  commotions. 

The  result  was,  tbe  surrender  of  the  greater  abbeys,  many 
having  been  fuulty  during  the  rebellion,  and  subjected  them- 
selves to  the  royal  displeasure,  wherefore  they  surrendered  their 
houses  and  estates  to  save  their  lives. 

This  new  measure  produced  the  surrender  of  the  following 
houses  in  Kent:  Canterbury  priory;  Boxley  abbey;  with  Can- 
terbury and  St.  Sepulchre's  nunnery,  in  the  29tb  year  of  that 
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reign  ;  and  the  abbeys  of  Farersham  and  St.  Augustine'*,  Cts* 

terbury  ;  with  Mailing  nunnery,  the  year  ensuing. 

Nnmerous  petitiona  were  sent  in,  even  by  those  who  hfoni 
the  Reformation^  that  some  of  those  fraternities  might  be  spared, 
but  the  despotic  will  of  the  tyrannic  Henry  was  not  to  be  swayal, 
and  they  were  all  rejeoted ;  therefore,  although  no  law  existed 
that  compelled  the  abbots  to  resign,  means  not  the  moat  honeH 
were  resorted  to,  which  eompetled  them  to  obey  the  mandate  «f 
the  court. 

In  1639,  a  farther  Act  passed,  whereby  all  boasas  which,  ainee 
the  former  Act  had  been  auppresaed,  or  might,  after  this  Act, 
be  surrendered,  wen  confirmed  to  the  king  and  his  sncoeMm. 
Most  of  the  mitred  or  Parliamentary  abbots  were  present  when 
the  above  Act,  was  passed,  and  every  one  aboTtly  after  broofbt 
to  surrender,  except  those  of  Colchester,  Qlastenbury,  and 
Reading,  who  were  in  consequence  arraigned  for  high  treasoD, 
and  executed. 

The  remunder  of  religious  institutions  suppressed  in  thii 
county,  were  in  CaDterbury,ChriBt  Church  priory,  Dartfordnan- 
nery,  Leeds  priory ;  and,  in  Rochester,  St.  Andrew's  priory. 

The  following  year,  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  was  suppressed,  when,  among  the  rest  of  their  reve- 
nues in  this  county,  were  the  commanderiea  at  Weat  Peckhsn 
and  Swingfield,  both  of  which  devolved  to  the  crown. 

The  result  of  the  above  arbitrary  proceedings  waa  an  augnKn. 
tation  to  the  royal  revenue  of  £100,000  per  annum,  besides  in 
immense  sum  in  jewels  and  plate. 

In  the  37th  of  Henry  VIIL^  the  obsequioaa  ParliBmeat,  in 
order  to  supply  fresh  wants  on  the  part  of  the  king,  graaud 
him  all  colleges,  chantries,  free  ohapela,  hospitals,  and  gniktt; 
which  Act  waa  made  in  such  general  terms,  that  even  the  cm* 
leges  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  with  tbo«a  of  Winchester  tsd 
Eaton,  came  within  ita  meaning.  On  the  breaking  np  of  tlu 
Parliament,  Uierefore,  notice  was  sent  to  both  anrvennties,  stat- 
ing that  they  were  at  the  royal  disposal,  when  they  petitio«d 
for  mercy,  which  was  obtained.  The  commtssioaers,  bowevw, 
named  for  giving  the  king  possesKion  of  the  oirftegea,  &c>  kid 
not  time  to  enter  upon  many  of  them  prior  t«  hia  death,  so  dut> 
for  the  most  part,  they  remained  till  1648,  beil^  die  1st  of 
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Edward  VI,,  when  they  were  (granted,  by  a  new  Act,  wherein 
the  colteges  of  both  univeraitieB,  those  of  Eaton  and  Win- 
chester being  excepted,  aa  some  few  others  were,  to  the  king. 
They  were  consequently  soon  annulled,  to  the  number  of  90 
onlleges,  110  hospitals,  and  3374  chantries  and  free  chapels. 

In  the  coDoty  of  Kent  were  the  following  hospitals  and 
colleges :  in  Canterbury,  Eastbridge,  Maynards,  and  North- 
gate  hospitals ;  in  Ohatham,  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital,  Har- 
bledown.  Hytbe;  in  Sandwich,  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital; 
in  Canterbury,  St.  Lawrence  and  St.  Margaret's  Poor  Priests' 
hospitals ;  in  Dover,  St.  Bartholomew's  and  M aison  Dieu 
hospitals;  in  Thatiington,  St.  James's  hospital ;  Serenoke 
and  Strode  hospitals,  Bredgar  and  Maidstone;  Wingham, 
Cohham,  and  Wye  secular  colleges. 

A  list  of  the  chantries,  Iree  chapels,  guilds,  fraternities, 
&c.  in  the  county  of  Kent : 

AsB,  by  Sandwich,  chantry. 

Bapchild,  Radfield,  free  chapel. 

Chidincbtonb  chantry. 

Cbanbhook,  Milkhoase  free  chapel. 

HcRtTK,  Virgin  Mary  chantry. 

HoKTBN,  Kirkby  chantry. 

Maidstone,  fraternity  of  Corpus  Christi. 

Ua  llino.  East,  a  free  chapel,  called  New  Hythe. 

OapiNGTON  Chapel,  two  chantries. 

ORriNeTON  RuFFORTH,  ohaatry,  in  Croflon. 

Pbnshvrst,  chantry. 

Pepbnbdry,  ditto. 

Fkthah  DBrDBN,  ditto. 

K.ECUI.VBR,  Holy  Trinity  ebantry^ 

Sam  DWiCH,  in  Sl  Petet'a  church,  chantry. 

Sbvehoke,  chantry. 

SiTTiNGBORSE,  ditto;  and 

Tbynhah,  ditto. 

Th»  total  char  recama  of  the  ftbo¥e  inetitistioiM  and  other 
religious  establishments  in  tfaia  county,  amounted  to  about 
£MO0  per  annum;  and  the  number  of  bouses  suppressed, 
froan  first)  to  last,  wece  3182,  the  annual  iwenues  of  which  were 
aboBt  £140,785,  while  the  persons  they  contained  were  esti- 
nMed  aA  47,721  bmiIs. 
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As  pensions  were  allowed  to  nearly  all  such  as  had  been 
members  of  the  larger  monasteries,  the  king  did  not  immedi* 
ately  enjoy  the  entire  revenues ;  however,  out  of  the  sum  he 
received,  were  founded  six  new  bishoprica ;  and  in  eight  other 
sees  be  founded  deans  and  ctiapters,  by  converting  the  priors 
and  monks  into  deans  and  prebendaries,  among  which  were 
those  of  Canterbury  and  Rochester.  He  also  founded  two 
colleges  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  several  professorships 
in  either  university ;  having  also  proved  a  munificent  benefoc* 
tor  to  the  city  of  London.  Jn  addition  to  the  above,  he  ex- 
pended vast  sums  in  building  and  fortifying  forts  and  castles 
on  the  sea  coast,  having  intended  to  effect  more;  but  owing  to 
the  continual  grants  made  of  those  lands  to  his  courtiers,  and 
being  unbounded  in  hisexpenditures,  he  soon  wasted  the  whole 
of  this  immense  revenue,  when  nothing  further  was  effected  by 
him. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  that  in  the  hurry  of  thisdisso- 
lution,  immense  numbers  of  invaluable  books  and  Hss«  were 
destroyed,  to  the  irreparable  loss  of  the  lovers  of  science  sod 
literature,  as  every  religions  house  of  any  consequence  pos- 
sessed its  library  and  archives.  From  tbeir-  chronicles, 
registers,  &c<  relating  to  their  particular  establishments  and 
estates,  the  history  and  antiquities  of  the  nation,  and  almost 
every  particular  district,  might  have  been  more  amply  illni- 
traied.  The  various  excellent  accounts  of  distinguished 
families;  of  the  foundations,  establishments,  and  appropriations 
of  choTches,  and  the  endowment  of  vicarages;  of  tbe  ancient 
boundaries  of  forests,  counties,  hundreds,  and  parishes ;  of 
the  privileges,  tenures,  and  rentals  of  manors  and  estates,  &c. 
which  are  to  be  found  in  such  works  as  are  still  extant,  afibid 
sufficient  testimony  what  vast  advant^es  must  have  resulted, 
had  there  been  a  greater  number  of  such  valuable  documenti 
preserved  for  the  benefit  of  futurity. 

We  have,  at  p^e  1 12  of  our  first  volume,  referred  the  reader 
to  Hasted's  History,  for  an  account  of  most  of  the  foregoing 
heads ;  haying,  however,  in  the  progress  of  our  labour,  received 
a  variety  of  communications,  purporting  that  tbe  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  that  production  debarred  the  majority  of  the 
Bobscribers  from  acquiring  the  desired  information,  we  deemed 
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it  absolately  requisite  to  famish  the  foregoing  details.  We 
farther  coDceive  it  qeceuary  to  remark,  that  we  bare  iDserted 
a  more  ample  description  of  the  Weald,  at  the  desire  of  many 
patrons  of  this  History,  whereto  are  added  compreheDsive 
caloulatioDs  in  refereoce  to  the  county  of  Kent,  which  will  be 
found,  we  trust,  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
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EMINENT  CHARACTERS  BORN,  AND  WHO  HAVE 
FLOURrSHET),  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT. 

Ahhurst,  Nicholas,  of  Marden. 

Bakbr,  Sir  Richard,  a  clever  historiaa  aad  miscelluieoiit 
author,  1568. 

Bbhn,  Aphra,  of  Canterbury,  an  elegaot  and  accomplished 
female  writer. 

BoTB,  Dr.  John,  dean  of  Canterbury,  of  Hode  court,  parish 
of  Blean,  a  very  eminent  divioe,  1671. 

Boys,  William,  esq.  f.a.  and  ll.8.,  an  eminent  surgeon  lod 
medical  writer,  1735. 

Brett,  Thomas,  ll.d.,  an  eminent  writer,  1667. 

Brown,  Moses,  of  Mordeo  College. 

BucKHURST,  Thomas  Sackville,  lord  and  earl  of  Dorset,  of 
Knole,  a  very  elegant  writer.  • 

Carter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  of  Deal,  a  justly  celebrated  >■■ 
thoress. 

Case,  Thomas,  an  eminent  theological  writer,  1599. 

Cawthobn,  James,  of  Tunbridge. 

Caxton,  William,  the  first  printer  in  England,  1412. 

Chapman,  George,  poet  and  miscellaneous  author,  1657. 

CoLBPBFER,  or  CuLPEFEB,  Sir  Thomas,  a  misceUaneou 
writer,  1636  to  1680. 

CoLSPEPBR,  Nicholas,  a  celebrated  herbalist,  &c. 

CuRTEis,  Thomas,  of  Sevenoke. 

Dbering,  DfiRiNG,  or  Deaeino,  Edward,  a  very  learned 
divine,  celebrated  for  his  eloquence,  1600. 

DiocEs,  Leonard,  a  miscellaneous  writer. 

Dorset,  Charles  Sackvitle,  earl  of,  a  very  beautiful  mil' 
cellaneous  writer. 

Drayton,  Michael,  a  much  esteemed  poetical  writer. 

Duncombe,  John,  of  Sundridge. 

Eaton,  John,  a  theological  writer,  1575. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  Greenwich,  a  miscellaoeous  writer. 
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Emt,  or  Entios,  Sir  George,  h.d.,  a  learned  and  aceom- 
plished  phjrsician  and  writer,  1604. 

Pawees,  Francis,  of  Orpin^rton. 

Fenton,  Eliza,  of  Seveaoke. 

Finch,  Heneage,  flrat  earl  of  Nottingbam,  a  very  clvrer 
writer,  1631. 

Finch,  Sir  Henry,  a  learned  civilian  of  Gray's  Inn;  he 
floariflbed  late  in  the  ISlh  century. 

FtsH,  Simon,  who  flonrished  early  in  1600;  be  wrote  a  ae- 
Tere  satire  on  the  bisbopa,  &c. 

Flktchbr,  Phineae,  of  Brenchley,  near  Cranbrooke,  a 
celebrated  poet,  1684. 

Fletcher,  Gibs,  a  miBcellaneous  writer,  late  in  the  I5th 
century. 

Flood,  Robert,  m.d.,  a  celebrated  phitoHophical  writer, 
1674. 

Fbith,  or  Fetth,  John,  a  learned  and  eloquent  divine,  who 
wrote  many  works  late  in  1500.  He  was  burnt  in  SmithGeld, 
A.D.  1633. 

Fulhan,  William,  an  acute  antiquary,  1632. 

Glotek,  Richard,  an  elegant  poet  and  miscellaneous 
author. 

Gosson,  Stephen,  a  miscellaneous  writer,  1664. 

GuNHiHG,  Peter,  D.D.,  bishop  of  Ely,  a  learned  writer,  1613. 

Hales,  Stephen,  d.d.,  t.b.b.,  a  very  celebrated  writer,  1677. 

Hasted,  Edward,  esq.,  a  most  persevering  and  elaborate 
historian  and  topographer,  1732. 

Hawsins,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Nash  court,  near  Bougbton,  a 
writer. 

Hawkswosth,  Dr.  John,  of  Bromley,  a  universally  admired 
writer. 

HiLOEBSLBT,  Mark,  bishop  of  Soda  and  Man,  a  clevet 
writer  and  worthy  prelate,  1698. 

Jackson,  WilUam,  of  Canterbury. 

Jacob,  Henry,  a  very  voluminous  writer,  who  founded  the 
original  CongregaUonal  or  Independent  Religious  Society  in 
England,  1624. 

JoRDBif,  Edward,  a  physician,  chemist,  and  philosophical 
writer,  1669, 

Lambard,  William,  an  historian,  1636. 
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Laronbr,  Nathaniel,  b.d.,  a  awat  leam«d  and  vdmble 
writer,  and  no  lesa  eminent,  when  oonuderftd  in  the  ligbt  of 
an  Enprlish  theolc^ian,  1684. 

Llily,  John,  poet  and  misceUtnsoM  author,  1553. 

LoTBLACB,  Richard,  of  Woi^wich,  an  elegant  poet,  1618. 

Macaulat,  or  Grabah,  CatberiDS,  a  miKcllaiwoui 
female  writer  of  repaUican  princif^es,  1733. 

Habt,  Qoebu,  1517,  writerof  Duinero)wlatia»Sa£BgiMb. 
French,  asd  Spanish,  prayers,  Ilo. 

Mbnnb8,  Sir  John,  of  Sandwich,  a  poet  and  trardler,  1698. 

Nbtilb>  AlJexaader,  a  poetical  and  otiscetlaaeoaa  writer. 
1544. 

Ooo,  of  Kant,  a  very  learned  and  cloqaaat  monk  ff  tbe 
Benedictine  fraternity.  He  flourished  late  iu  the  lltbecs- 
tniy. 

Palubb,  Herbert,  a  very  learned  and  pious  divine  ui 
writer.  1 601. 

Pehbkosb,  Mary  eoantcaa  of;  Pendmrst,  a  moat  aooiwi- 
plisbed  authoress,  who  flourished  aoder  Elizabeth. 

Philipot,  John,  Somerset  Herald,  a  learned  and  indehti- 
gable  author,  1600. 

Plott.  Robert,  ll.d.,  f.b.s.^  Sec.  a  rery  eminent  philoso- 
pher and  laborious  writer,  1640. 

PoTMBT,  or  PoHBT.  John,  n.D.  and  bishop  of  Rocbeiter, 
author  of  a  variety  of  theological  tnatisea. 

RAKnoLPH,  Thomas,  a  poet,  1523. 

Rooke,  Sir  George,  a  very  gallant  naval  commander  ud 
author,  1650. 

RowE,  Edward  Moses,  a  learned  aaUqoary,  1730l 

SsDLBT,  Cfaarles,  of  Aylesford,  a  beautiful  poetic  wrilab 

SiDNBT,  Sir  Philip,  of  Penshurst,  a  beautiful  poet  snd 
prose  writer,  and  one  of  the  most  gallant  aoldieia  who  flonritka 
in  the  16th  century. 

Sin N BY,  Algernon,  a  &Dioas  patriot  and  political  writer,  ol 
Penshurst. 

Six,  Jsmes,  of  CantBthary, 

Smart,  Christopher,  of  Shipbome,  a  well  known  writer. 

Spencbr,  Edmund,  the  father  of  fignrative  English  pocby; 
he  resided  much  at  Penshurst,  and  was  patroniied  bj  Sat 
Philip  Sidney. 
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Spkncbb,  John,  d.d.,  a  learned  dirine,  1630. 

SoBaY,  Henry  Howard,  earl  of,  a  very  beautiful  and  classi- 
cal poet,  who  first  introduced  the  refinements  of  Italian  com- 
poiitioD ;  be  flourished  under  Henry  VIII. 

Thokpe,  John,  u.D.,  f.q,8^  a  physicmn  and  antiquary, 
1682. 

Wallis,  Dr.  John,  f.r.«.,  a  very  scientific  and  volnminoai 
writer,  1616. 

WoTTON,  Sir  Henry,  of  Bocton  Malherbe,  a  deservedly 
esteemed  miscellaneous  writer. 

Wtatt,  Sir  Thomas,  of  AUington  Castle,  a  poetj  who 
flourished  under  Henry  Vllt. 


..gLi. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


TOPOGRAPHICAL  AND  ANTIQUARIAN  WORKS 

XKLATINC  TO 

THE  HISTORY  OF  KENT. 

The  earliest  work  extant,  relating  to  this  coanty,  is  "The 
Perambulation  of  Kant,  by  William  Lambard,  containing  the 
deRcriptioD,  historie,  and  cuBtomes  of  that  shyre,  collected  and 
written  for  the  most  part  in  the  yeare  1570,  and  nowe  increased 
by  the  additiou  of  some  things  which  the  author  himself  hath 
observed  since  that  time ;"  first  published  in  1676.  A  second 
edition  was  issued  by  Henry  Middleton,  "increased  and 
altered  after  the  author's  owne  last  copy."  Lond.  1696.  4to. 
The  third  edition,  corrected  and  enlai^ed,  is  a  small  8to. 
without  date.  And  the  fourth  edition,  1640,  has  the  charters, 
8cc.  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

Another  edition  of  "  Lambard's  Perambulation"  appeared 
in  1656. 

Richard  Kilburne,  esq.  of  Hawkerst,  published  "  A  Topo- 
grapbie,  or  Survey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  with  some  chrono- 
jogical,  historicall,  and  other  matters  touching  the  same :  and 
the  several  parishes  and  places  therein.  Lond.  1659."  4to. 
He  had,  in  1657,  previously  published  "  A  brief  survey  of  the 
county,  viz.  the  names  of  the  parishes  in  the  same  ;  in  what 
bailywick,  hundred,  lath,  division  of  the  county,  and  division 
of  justices,  every  of  the  said  parishes  is;  what  liberties  do 
claim  in  the  same ;  the  day  on  which  any  market  or  fait  is 
kept  therein ;  the  ancient  names  of  the  parish  churches ;  id 
what  hundred  or  what  township  ever;  of  the  said  churches 
doth  stand ;  and  in  what  diocese  every  of  the  said  parishes 
was." 

Thomas  Philipott,  esq.  of  Clare  hall,  Cambridge,  published, 
"  ViUare  Caatiatmm,  or  Kent  surveyed  and  illustrated;  being 
an  exact  description  of  the  parishes,  burroughs,  villages,  and 
other  respective  manors  included  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and 
the  original  and  intermedial  possessors  of  them,  even  until 
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tbeM  tiroes ;  dmwD  oat  of  charters,  escbeat-rolla,  fines,  and 
other  public  eridences ;  bnt  especially  out  of  gentlemen's  pri- 
vate deeds  and  muniments:  to  which  is  added  an  historical 
catalogue  of  the  high  sheriffs  of  Kent,  collected  by  John 
PhilipoU,  esq.  father  to  the  anthor.  Lond.  1659."  The  above 
was  reprinted  by  Whittingbam,  1776. 

lAfge  collections  towards  a  natural  history  and  antiquities 
of  Kent,  by  Dr.  Plot,  are  mentioned  among  his  hss.;  and 
Bishop  Gibson,  in  the  preface  to  bis  first  edition  of  Camden, 
observes,  that  the  doctor  had  surveyed  Kent  and  Middlesex 
for  him. 

"  The  History  of  Kent,  in  five  parts,  containing,  I.  An  exact 
topography,  or  description  of  the  county.  H.  The  civil  his* 
tory  of  Kent.  111.  The  ecclesiastical  history  of  Kent.  IV. 
The  history  of  the  royal  navy  of  England.  V.  The  natural 
history  of  Kent.  Vol.  I.  London,  1719."  Fol.  By  Dr.  John 
Harris,  prebendary  of  Rochester,  and  rector  of  Winchelsea, 
above  twelve  years;  who  died  before  lie  had  accomplished  more 
than  half  his  design,  so  that  three  parts  out  of  the  five  were 
not  completed. 

"The  History  and  topographical  Survey  of  the  County  of 
Kent.  Containing  the  ancient  and  present  state  of  it,  civil 
and  ecclesiastical :  collected  from  public  records,  and  other 
ButhoriUes,  both  manuscript  and  printed ;  and  illustrated  with 
maps  and  views  of  antiquities,  seats  of  nobility  and  gentry, 
&c. :  by  Edward  Hasted,  esq.  of  Canterbury,  f.r.b.  and  f.a.b. 
Canterbury,  1778,  4  vol."    Folio. 

A  second  edition  of  Mr.  Hasted's  work  was  published,  1797, 
in  twelve  volumes,  8vo. 

"The  Enrichment  of  the  Weald  of  Kent;  or  a  direction  to 
Ae  husbandman,  for  the  true  ordering,  manuring,  and  enrich- 
ing of  all  the  grounds  within  all  the  Wealds  of  Kent  and  Sus- 
sex ;  and  may  generally,  serve  for  all  the  grounds  in  England 
of  that  nature,  Ecc.  painfully  gathered  for  the  good  of  this 
Island,  by  a  man  of  great  eminence  and  worth;  but  revised, 
enlarged  and  corrected  with  the  consent  and  by  conference 
with  the  first  author.  By  Gervase  Markham.  Lond.  1649." 
4to. 

This  work  contains  many  curious  particulars  ;  but  the  most 
comprehensive  and  satisfactory  view  of  the  agriculture  and  sta- 
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tistics  of  the  county,  is  contained  in  "  A  general  View  of  the 
Agricalture  of  Kent,  with  obserratiODS  on  the  means  of  ha 
improrement,  &c.  Sic.  drawn  up  for  tfae  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  Agricoltuie,  by  John  Boys,  of  Betshaneer,  temer: 
2d  edition,  8to.  1813."  The  Iftst'mentioned  im[M:matoQ  com' 
prises  much  new  and  interesting  informatioD. 

The  celebrated  custom  of  Gavelkind,  established  in  few 
other  parts  of  Eofrland,  is  fully  diacossed  by  Somner  in  faoi 
"  Treatise  of  Gavelkind,  both  nasie  and  thing :  shewing  tfae 
true  etymology  and  derivation  of  the  one;  the  natare.  antiqnHy, 
and  original  of  the  other :  with  sundry  emergent  observations 
both  pleasant  and  profltaUe  to  be  known  to  Kentish  men  and 
others,  especially  such  as  are  studious  of  the  antieot  cnatoma 
or  the  common  law  of  this  kingdom.  By  a  well-wisher  to 
both.  William  Sonmer.  Lond.  1660."  4to.  A  second  edi- 
tion was  pablished  in  1736. 

The  Rev.  John  Dart,  of  Greenwich,  published  "The  History 
and  Antiquities  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Canteibary,  and 
the  once-adjoining  monastery :  containing  ui  account  of  its 
first  establishment,  buildings,  re-edifications,  rapain,  endow- 
ments, benefactions,  chapels,  altars,  shrines,  reliqoes,  chann- 
tries,  obits, ornaments,  books, jewels,  plate,  vestments;  befoie 
the  dissolution  of  the  monastery,  and  the  manner  of  its  disso- 
lution :  a  survey  of  the  present  chareh  and  cloistera,  bmdd- 
ments,  and  inscriptions,  and  other  things  remarkable  :  which, 
with  the  several  prospects  of  the  chnreh,  are  engraven  by  tfae 
best  hands ;  the  lives  of  the  archbishops,  prion,  &o.  of  Christ 
church ;  with  an  accomt  of  learned  men  there  flonriafaiDg  in 
their  several  times  :  and  an  Appendix  of  ancient  chaitera  and 
writings  relating  to  the  church  and  monastery ;  a  catalogue  of 
this  church-wealth  in  Prior  Eskey's  time ;  an  aoment  Saxon 
obituary,  and  a  large  one  oontinoed  thence  downward,  1726." 
Folio. 

"  An  Historical  Description  of  the  Cathedral  and  Hetrapo* 
litioal  Chnrch  of  Christ,  Canteriniiy;  containing  an  aoconnt 
of  its  antiquities,  smd  of  its  accidents  and  improvements,  since 
the  first  establishment,  Canterb.  1772."    8to. 

A  copious  history  and  description  of  the  cathedral  churches 
of  Canterbory  and  Rochester,  illnslnted  by  numerous  excel- 
lent engravings,  IB  comprised  in  "Storer's  History  and  Asti- 
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quities  of  the  Cathedral  Churches  of  Great  Britain."    4  vols. 
8ro. 

"A  wiUk  in  and  about  the  city  of  Canterbury,  with  many 
observations  not  to  be  found  in  any  description  hitherto  pub- 
liahed.  By  William  Gostling,  m.a.  a  native  of  the  place,  and 
minor  canon  of  the  cathedral.  Embellished  with  a  new  and 
correct  plan  of  the  city,  in  which  is  introduced  the  old  church 
of  St.  Andrew,  Archbishop  Abbot's  conduit,  and  a  north  view 
of  St.  Augustine's  monastery:  also  an  elegant  engraving  of 
the  church-gate,  and  a  chart  of  those  parts  described  in  a 
Tour  through  East  KenU     Cant.  1744."     12mo.  ' 

A  useful  Guide  to  the  City  of  Canterbury  and  the  Cathe- 
dral-churcb,  published  by  Messrs.  Cowtan  and  Colegate,  of 
Caiit«bury. 

"lite  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
Rochester,  containing  the  local  statutes  of  that  church; 
the  inscriptions  upon  the  monuments,  tombs,  and  grave* 
stones;  an  account  of  the  bishops,  priors,  and  archdeacons; 
an  appendix  of  monumental  inscriptions  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  Canterbury,  supplementary  to  Mr.  Somner's  and 
Mr.  Batteley's  accounts  of  that  church  :  some  original  papers 
relating  to  the  church  and  diocese.  Lond.  1717."  8to.  Re- 
published 1723. 

"  Registrum  Roffense ;  or,  a  collection  of  antient  records, 
charters,  grants,  and  instruments  of  divers  kinds,  necessary 
for  illustrating  the  ecclesiastical  history  and  antiquities  of  the 
diocese  and  cathedral  church  of  Rochester,  transcribed  from 
the  originals  in  the  Tower  of  London,  the  chapel  of  the  rolls, 
the  augmentation  office,  the  king's  and  treasurer's  remembran- 
cer's offices  in  the  exchequer,  the  Bodleian,  Cottonian,  and 
Harleian  libraries,  the  respective  register-books  of  the  arch- 
bishop and  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  those  of  the  see 
and  cathedral  church  of  Rochester,  and  other  public  and  pri- 
vate repositories ;  by  John  Thorpe,  esq.  a.m.  f.b.a.  Together 
with  the  monumental  inscriptions  in  the  several  churches  and 
chapels  within  the  diocese.     I.ond.  1769."     Folio. 

*•  The  History  and  Antiquities  of  Rochester  and  its  Envi- 
rons :  to  which  is  added,  a  description  of  the  towns,  villages, 
gentlemen's  seats,  and  ancient  buildings,  situate  on,  or  near 
the  road  from  London  to  Mareate,  Deal,  and  Dover.    Embel- 
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lisbed  with  copper-plates.  Rochester,  177*2."  12mo.  The 
plan  by  F.  Baker,  surveyor. 

"Monasticon  FaTGrshamtenBe  in  a>;ro  Cantiano:  or  a  inr- 
veigb  of  the  oaonastery  of  Paversham  in  the  county  of  Kent; 
wherein  its  barony  and  right  to  sil  in  purliamentis  discovered. 
Together  with  its  antient  and  modern  state  described;  as  also 
its  founder  and  benefactors  remembered :  by  Thomas  SodU 
house,  of  Qray'a-inne,  esq.  To  which  is  added  an  appendii 
of  the  descent  of  King  Stephen,  by.  Thomas  Philipott,  esq. 
Lond.  1671."     12mo. 

"A  D(>scriptioo  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  particularly  of 
the  town  of  Margate;  with  an  account  of  the  accommoda- 
tions, manner  of  bathing  in  the  sea,  See,  the  antiquities  sod 
remarkable  places  to  be  seen  on  the  island.  With  a  descrip- 
tion of  Sandwich,  Deal,  Dover,  Canterbury,  Rochester,  Chat- 
ham, and  other  places.  Illustrated  with  a  correct  map  of  the 
island,  a  plan  of  Ramsgate  Pier,  and  a  representation  of  tbe 
machines  for  bathing-     Lond.  1763."     12mo. 

"Thanet  and  the  Cinque-ports,  consisting  of  views  of  tbe 
churches,  castles,  &c."  in  two  Tolumes,  is  entitled  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  antiquarian  visitors  of  the  Island  and  its  vicinity. 

"The  History  and  Antiquities,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  of 
the  Isle  of  Tenet,  by  John  Lewis,  m.a.,  1723."     4to. 

"  A  Tour  through  the  Isle  of  Thanet.  and  some  other  parts 
of  East  Kent.  8cc..  by  Z.  Cosens,  1793."    4to. 

"  A  Description  of  tbe  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  particularly  of 
the  town  of  Margate,  1763."     12mo. 

"  The  History  and  Antiquities  of  Maidstone,  the  county-tows 
of  Kent,  from  the  mb.  collections  of  William  Newton,  miais- 
ter  of  Wingham,  in  tbe  same  county,  vicar  of  Giltingham,  ia 
Dorset,  and  chaplain  to  tbe  Right  Hon.  Margaret  ViscounteM 
of  Torrington.     London,  1741."     8vo. 

Archdeacon  Batteley's  well-written  posthumous  work,  en- 
titled," Antiquilates  Rutupince,"  published  by  Dr.  Terry,  csdod 
of  Christ  church,  and  Greek  professor  at  Oxford,  in  1711, 
8vo.,  gives  an  entertaining  and  very  learned  account  of  the  ui- 
cient  RutupUE,  and  Regulbium,  with  other  cities  and  ports  oa 
the  coast  of  Kent,  well  known  to  the  Romans,  whose  coini 
are  there  frequently  discovered,  and  were  plentifully  collected 
by  the  curious  author. 
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"Tlie  Anticjuities  of  Richborougb  and  Reculver  abridged 
from  the  Latin  of  Mr.  Archdeacon  Batteley.  London,  1774." 
12iiio.  by  John  Buncombe. 

"A  New  Topographical,  Historical,  and  Commercial  Sur- 
vey of  the  County  of  Kent,  1776.  By  Charles  Seymour." 
8ro. 

"  Magna  et  Antiqua  Cbarta  Quinque  Portuum  Domini  Regis 
et  Membrorum  corundem.     Catabrigue,  1675."     12mo. 

"The  History  and  Antiquities  of  Reculver  and  Herne. 
1784.  By  John  Duncombe,  m.a."  (Bib.  Top.  Brit.  No.  XVIK.) 
4to. 

"The  History  of  Dover  Castle,  1786.  By  the  Rev.  William 
Darell."    4  to. 

"The  History  of  the  incorporated  Town  and  Parishes  of 
Graveaendand  Milton,  1797.     By  R.  Pocock."    4lo. 

"  A  Topographical  and  Historical  Description  of  the  County 
of  K^nt.  By  E.  W.  Brayley,"  Illustrated  with  a  map,  and 
thirty-seven  engravings.     In  one  large  volume,  8vo. 

"Cooke's  Topographical  and  Statistical  Description  of  the 
County  of  Kent."  lilusiraled  with  a  map  of  the  county,  &c. 
There  have  recently  been  published  two  plates  to  this  volume ; 
the  one  delineating  what  is  termed,  "the  Steam  Boats'  Com- 
panion from  London  to  Ramsgate,"  shewing  at  one  glance 
every  abject  worthy  remark  on  either  side  of  the  river;  the  other, 
a  comprehensive  display  of  all  the  objects  worthy  inspection 
in  the  vicinage  of  Margate.  This  work  is  well  worthy  the  in- 
spection of  every  temporary  visitant  of  Kent,  who  may  per- 
form the  excursion  by  water. 

Independent  of  the  foregoing  prominent  publications,  a 
multiplicity  of  other  works,  more  or  less  connected  with  the 
county  of  Kent,  exist;  the  titles  of  which  may  be  found  ia 
the  4to  catalogue  of  Mr.  Gough's  topographical  bequests, 
both  MB.  and  printed,  to  the  Bodlein  library,  Oxford;  as  well 
as  in  the  correct  and  valuable  work  of  Mr.  Upcott,  librarian 
of  the  London  Institution.  The  latter  gentleman  has  long 
been  engaged  upon  a  most  correct  work  connected  with 
this  subject,  which,  when  completed,  will  present  the  most 
extensive  body  of  topographical  references  extant. 


!IISlt)RY,  &c. 


MAPS    AND    PRINTS. 


Kent  lias  been  illuBtraled  by  a  great  aumber  of  engriT- 
iiigB,  and  there  are  several  good  inapB,  of  which  those  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Carey,  Smith,  and  Paden,  are  perhaps  ifae 
most  useful. 
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AjrWord  church  and  bridge 

KHIs  Cotly  hoiiie 

The  Frjars,  Aylwford      - 

Allingion  castle 

Mailing  abbe^  - 
Maidilone  from  ihc  water 
The  Gaol  at  Maidstone     - 
The  Biihop'K  palace,  ditto 
The  Mole  near  Maidiiofte 
College  gateway,  Maiditooe     - 
Itnnatni  of  college,  ditto 
Maidstone  from  the  Loniloii  road 
High  street,  Maidstone     - 
New  Sewtoni  house,  ditto 


^niized  by  Google 


blHtCTIOKS  FOB  FLACIHO  TRI  PLATU. 


VOL.  IV. 

Mimter,  io  the  Ide  of  Stteppey        ...    tofaecpageW 

ShMmcM  and  Fountain  inn  -               •               -               •              •  131 

Dockyud,  ShwrticM         -  •■               -               -               -IS] 

SheetneH  Troin  Ihe  Pier  •               •               -               -              •   ib. 

Queenborougb  -  ■■               •               -               •136 

Eatrance  to  Cowling  cattte  -               ■               •               .              -  197 

Upnor  cattle        -              ■  -               ■               -               -        StT 

Coblum  park             -  -               -               -               -              -136 

Ruim  of  Hilling  palace     -  -               -               -               -         STI 

Gravetend  .               .                               -               •  M 

Bjthi  at  Gravnend            -  -               ...                -        S8S 

Rocbctter  brid^       -  -               -                -               -               -  315 

Bochetter  outlc                -  .               -               -               -         311 

Interior  of  dHio        .  .               .               •               -               >.iB 

Cbalham  dockyard            .  -               ■               .                '349 

Stone  cnlle  near  Graveiend  -               -               -               •               ^  391 

Darlfbrdt  from  the  gronodi  of  —  Luukl,  oq.  -                .441 

Dartford  on  a  market  day  •               -               .               -               'ilk 

B«l*ider«           -               -  •               .               -                -         44« 

Eriih  church             .  •              .              .              .              .461 

Fragnal              .....  .         4SI 

Ctieiilhunt  church    -  .              .             .             -              .  4S3 

FooU  Cra;  place               -  -               -               '•                -         S!4 

North  Cray  coHege  -               -               •               •                .531 

TbeWildemen               •  .              -              .              .        ssg 

Knowie  park             -  •               -               •               -               -  S66 

Chevenlng  place               -  .            -  .               .                -         579 

Werterharo              -  -              •              •              -              -  603 

Ekham  bridge   .               -  -               .               -               -         6(4 

Eltham  palace           •  -               •               •               -                -  641 

Woolwich          ......  671 

Hirusry  academy,  ditto  •               -               -               -               -  669 

Bamcki,  ditto     -             •  -               •               -               .670 

Eatt  Gombe             .  •               .               .               •               .679 

Morden  college                •  •               -               •                .         SU 

Greenwich  hoipila]  •               -               -               •               -  Tt6 

New  church,  fflackhcath   -  •               •               -               .         M 

LiccnKd  Victuallen'  Aiylum  •  -             -              -             •10 
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8S  31  for  her,  read  his. 

93  20  for  Wnlem  diviiion,  or  West  Kent,  read  EisteTD,  or  Eait  Kent. 

94  S  read  Wnterhain. 

97  5  for  Elcham,  read  Eleham- 

98  6  for  Bide,  read  Ljdd 

101  31  for  at  Bexley,  rnd  at  Boxley,  near  Maidstone. 

ib.  ib.  Insert  and  at  Dartford  gunpowder  and  paper  mills. 

103  23  for  Beyham,  read  Bayham  abbey. 

ib.  ib.  readYalding. 

105  30  (be  Baveniborne  does  not  flow  to  Lee,  Lee  boundary  being 

some  diitaiice  ca«tward. 

106  4  for  Sandwich,  read  Sundridge. 

107  38  for  Bifures,  read  BifroBi. 
110  1  read  Fair-lawn. 

ib.  Ib.  for  Sandwich  upland,  read  Sundridge  upland. 

387  7  read  Westgate  hundred  is  tou lb-eastward  of  WhiUtaple  hundred. 

406  7  read  Blengate  hundred  h  north-eastward  to  that  of  Westgate. 

450  31  for  Charham,  read  Chartbam. 

S3S  IS  lead  Onuoden  grange,  a  mile  south-eastward  from  Manston 

court. 

559  1  for  notlbern,  read  southern. 

566  30  for  southern,  read  the  northern  boundary. 

5S9  6  Bonnington  in  the  soutb-west. 

593  S  south-east. 

ib.  13  south  west  era  boundary. 

597  14  Wimlisgiwold  ii  next  lo  Nonnington,  south-westward. 

640  6  loutb-wett. 

646  13  'Ripple  is  the  next  parish  nortb-east  from  Sutton. 

ib.  10  Ripple  court,  distant  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
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97      33    Shebberttvold,  two  oiUei  soulh-e»t  from  Barham  dovm. 
IS2      35    Ewell  i«  thr«e  miles  north-wnt  from  Dover. 
ib.      34    eaiiern  boundary. 
143      1 1     Bucklanil  it  the  next  pariah  north-east  from  Hotigham. 
154      33     noctlieastwacd  iiWoolrerlon  ant)  Chilton. 
158       l3     Capell  parish  lies  loulh  from  Alkham. 
184        7    Newington  is  the  next  parish  northwestward  froin  Cheriton. 
194      33    Stelling  ii  aouthnard  of  Upper  Hardres.  • 
31Q         I     hundred  of  Meane  (and  not  pariah),  in  a  weilern  direclioo  to 

that  of  Folkettone,  not  eastern, 
ib.         9     Poslling  is  westward  from  Newington. 
341       37    BlackmaiKlone,  westward  from  Organwikc. 
353      1 1     Bellaview,  a  mile  northwestward  from  Ljmne  church. 
33S        1     Old  Romnej'  <s  the  nckt  parish  northward  from  Lydd. 
340        6    Benenden  tt  the  next  parish  north-east  from  Hawkhunt. 
344        8    for  Mailwell,    read  Kadwell;  and  for  Keinthain,  line  7,   fw 

of  residing  a(  the  above  place,  read  he  dwelt  at  A  teat  called 

the  Gatehouse. 
348      34    three  miles  southeastward  from  Tenterden  town  iiEeadiogilreet. 
363        1     SlaplehursI  village  a  nine  miles soulh-soulb-<>ast  of  Maktttoiie. 
377      34    Keoninglon,  Hinxhill,   Willesborougb,  Sevengton,  Kinguioth, 

and  Alenham,  parishes,  are  in  the  hundred  of  Chart  and  Loog- 

bridge,  instead  of  the  hundred  of  Blackborne, 
3S0       10    Hinxhill  is  the  next  parish  easl-soulh-east  from  Kennington. 
408       11     Wye  is  the  next  parish  southeastward  from  Challock. 
4ly       10     Brooke  is  the  next  parish  southeastward  from  Wye, 
430      30    Boughton  Aluph  parish  lies  eight  miles  from  Favenham,  ten 

miles  from  Canterbury,  and  three  from  Ashford. 
443      1 8    Elmstead  is  the  next  parish  northeastnard  from  Haftingligfa. 
ib.      31     at  the  norihern  bounds  lie  Botsham  and  Holt. 
457       l6     Bishopborne  parish  is  four  miles  sonlheastward  from  Canterbury. 
473        1     the  hundred  of  Bridge  and  Fetham  lies  soulb-wetl  froa  that  of 

Dow  nham  ford. 
479      19    Bridge  parish,  two  miles  and  a  half  ea*t-«outb-east  from  Canter 

481      34    Nackington  is  the  next  parish  westward  from  Bridge. 

ib.    '  3B'   Nackington  lies  a  mile  5outh.«outb-eait  from  Canlerbury. 
4B7      37    Upper  Hardres  is  the  next  parish  southward  from  Lower  Har- 

drcs. 
490      IS    Pethani  is  the  next  parish  westward  from  Upper  Hardres. 
ib.      39    northwestward  from  the  village  is  the  seat  of  Ken6eld. 
498        1     the  hundred  of  Downbamfonl  lies  southward  from  that  of  Bleo- 
gale. 
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4y8       13    Stodoianh  Ilea  wntwatd  from  Preston. 

499      31     Litlleborne  n  the  next  pariiti  adjoining  Slodmanh,  to  theioutb- 

wnt. 
son        g    the  parHh  of  Ickham  adjoint  Wickham,  to  the  Ndth-eatt. 
SIS        I     the  hundred  of  Preaton  Dei  toulh-east  from  that  of  Btengate. 
530      29    the  hundred  of  Felborough  joint  Fatrenham  hundred  la  the 

casl-ioulh-ean. 
ib.      36    Chilham  parish  Met  lix  miles  weil-toulh-weil  of  Canterbury. 
5S 1        6    Chilham  Tillage  it  eight  miles  from  Canterburj. 
SM      31     Ibe  manor  of  Yoongiita  mile  toiilb-wett  from  the  church. 
5S5        I     the  hundred  of  Faversliam   lies   next  eaitward  from  that  of 

Tejoharo,  Middleton  hundred  being  west  fatmi  that  of  Teyn- 

filS      33    Norton  lies  on  Ibe  touth  tide  of  the  LtMidon  road. 

619      l6    Newiiham  it  the  next  parlth  to  Norton,  loulb^outhwntward. 

623      10    Bailing  isiituated  five  miles  touthwetiward  of  FsTenham. 

625       IS    the  manorof  Hunlingiieldit  in  theioutbeatternpirtof  Eailing. 

631       17    StalitGeld  adjoins  Ihe  pariib  of  Easllng  to  the  south. 

64S      S4    Badlesmere,  Ihe  northern  ttoundarj,  lict  four  miles  from  Faver- 

•ham. 
6S3      33    Sbeldwicb  parith  and  the  church  are  dittant  three  miles  from. 

Faversham. 
(i94        8    Teynham  is  the  next  pariib  northeastward  from  Bapchild. 
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38  Boughtoo  Monchensie  lies  north-vest  from  Hedcorne,  the 
loulliern  portions  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  Sutton  Valence,  iit> 
tervening. 

33    Chilton   manor  lies  at  the   norlh-eatt  bouadarj  of  Boaghlon 
Malberiw. 
3    Greenaway  court  lies  a  mile  southeastward  fiom  HolUngbome 

IS     Leedi  church  it  northeastward  of  Leedt  street. 
13    the  high  road  from  Athfordand  Lenham,  to  Maidstone,  runt 
along  the  southern  part  of  Bcrtted,  near  half  a  mile  south  of 
Bertted  green. 
3    in  the  noithwettem  part  of  Thurnham  lies  Binbury  wood. 
38    Olterden  lies  Ihe  next  parith  notlheaslward  from  l,enham. 
1     Ihe  hundred  of  Calehill  (and  not  parisb)t  lie*  «e«mar<l  from  that 
of  Wye,^Bnd  not  to  the  touth. 
20    Roting  manor  lying  on  the  eastern  confines  of  Plucklejr  parish. 
32    (tie  parish  of  Mardeo  averaging  two  miles  and  a  half'broad. 
1    the  hundted  of  Breiichley  and  Honemonden  liet  next  easlitanl 
from  that  of  Wuhlingrtone. 
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336      1 4    Honemonden  is  the  nest  piriib  northeatlward  rrom  Lambtr* 

hunt. 
344        1     Barkley  hundred  lies  next  eutwird  from  that  of  Cranbrooke, 

and  ntHtb-eait  from  Cranbrooke  parish, 
ib.        9    Biddeoden  U  the  next  paiish  loulb^east  tram  FriUeaAra. 
860        6    the  hundred  of  Eaalr;  lie*  next  north  to  that  of  Bewsboraugh. 
368       18     Waldenhare  pamh  is  soulh  of  Betshanger,  [wt  of  TilmautoM 

intecvcning. 
373       II     Apultoa  i*  leparated  froni  the  other  part  of  Watdenhare,  b; 

portions  of  West  Laogdon,  Sntton,  and  Ijuie  MongdHOi, 

inlerveDing,  aad  none  of  Norborne  paridi. 
tb.      13    ApuUon  lies  eastward  from  the  rest  of  Waldenhaie. 
SSO      t4    for  lamberhunt,  read  Ejrtborne  pariah, 
ib.       IS     Barfristone  is  the  next  parish  westirard  from  EyiliocDe. 
900        8    Knowiton  lies  next  DOrthwcstward  from  Tilmanstone. 
330      10    Prant. 

403      97    Chiddingstone  lies  oorthcBStwaid  from  Cowden. 
436      93    Lyghe  is  the  next  nortli-east  from  Penshutat. 
441      33    Speldhnrst  is  the  last  parish  to  be  described  in  this  hundred,  and 

ijot  lath. 
456        1    tlie  hundred  of  Twyford  lies  southeastward  froin  that  ct  Little- 
field. 
4S9      30    Yalding  parish  lies  southwestward  from  HuntoD. 
501      37    on  the  western  side  of  West  Peckham  runs  the  streaui  <ioa 

Plaxtool. 
54;        I     the  hundred   of  Lorkfield   lies  next  north-west  from  that  of 

Maidslone. 
577       13    ioitead  of  Sir  Jacob  Astiey,  of  Merton,  constable  in  Noifolk, 

read  Sir  Jacob  Aslley,  of  Melton  Constable,  in  Norfolk. 
594       10    southnestward  bom  Birling  lies  Ryanh. 
597        8    under   the  head   Rjaisb,   for    diocese   of   Canterbury,  read 

diocese  of  Rochester. 
Ih.       12  speaking  of  the  vicarage  of  Ryaish,  instead  of  ^40,  accordiog 

to  the  return  made  in  Parliament  in  1831.  it  is  worth  ^iS5 

per  annum. 
603      33    southeastward  from  Leyborne  lies  East  Mailing.' 

603  4    northeastward  to  the  river  Medway. 

604  S6    for  the  year  1736,  read  1576. 
614        6    for  ot  two  bends,. read  bendleti. 

630      SS    the  church  and  ancient  palace  a  quarter  of  a  mile  northeastwanL 

633  I     Mudatone  hundred  is  next  to  that  of  Chatham,  south-sontb- 

west, 
ib.      13    south-soDth-west  from  Gillingham  is  Mudstone  fu'ah. 
637      34    one  of  ihe  bm  at  Maidstone  is  on  the  inb  of  October,  and  sot 
'     (he  87th. 

634  11    the  Molescat  is  utuatedamUe  eart-Kwtb-eaitliMnHaidsloiw 

town. 
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637  under  the  view  oflbeMote,  the  tealof  cad  Romnej,  ibe  wonb 

"  lord  lieuleuiint  of  the  couDty"  ihould  be  omitted,  the  Mar- 
quis Camden  holding  that  olBce. 

647  Maidstone  jail  should  be  deacribed  at  preaenting  a  quadrangle, 

or  (he  radius  of  a  circle :  Ihefroot  is  adorned  with  Doric  pillarii 
and  in  the  court  room  there  are  teTeral  paintings. 

651  8  about  amile  wetlward  (not  eastward)  from  the  village  is  Boxlejr 
abbey. 

675      S9    Pimp*  court  i*  siluatcd  at  the  eastern  extremity,  near  Loose. 

684      38    Eatt  and  Wnt  Banning. 

693      30    fortbeSib,  read  the  lit  of  August,  1799. 
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32  Borden  is  (he  next  pariib  south  frun  Newinglon. 

1 1  westward  from  Bode  street  are  the  ctiesnut  woods. 

36  Ufiofl  manor. 

6  Milsted  is  the  next  parish  south .«outh- east  from  Bredgar. 

36  Rodmersham  lies  northward  from  KingNlovro. 
16  Bapchild  slands  forty-one  miles  from  I.ond(Ki. 

10    Bobbing  lies  the  next  parish  «esMou(h-wrst  from  Milton. 
S    Warden  lies  (be  next  parish  northeastward  from  East  Chureh. 

37  a  small  tract  of  laotl  on  tl>e  north-east  side  of  Elmley  isle,  is  \m 

the  parish  of  East  Church. 
93    Harty  island  is  southward,  opposite  Leyidown. 
35    the  entrance  (o  the  isle  of  Ordne  is  on  the  southwestern  part. 
87    the  church  of  St  James's  is  situated  at  (he  north-east  extrenjitj. 
3U    for  Stone,  read  Stoke  in  part. 

3S    Chalk  parish  is  situated  twen(y-three  miles  from  London. 
4    eastward  of  the  high  road  are  the  hamlets  of  Lower  Shome  and 
Shome  green. 

33  Shome,  Ifield,  and  Thong. 

35    southeastward  ftom  tbe  chnrch  is  Sfaorne  Hidgcsraj* 

39    at  the  north-west  boundary  is  (he  manor  of  Henhartt. 

15  Historians  have  been  led  into  an  error  reapccting  the  sum  ex- 
pended by  tbe  late  earl  of  Damley  on  the  MauMleum  at 
Cobham,  which  tbe  ptesent  noble  possessor  informed  the 
editor  did  net  amount  to  ^10,000,  b«ng  one  third  of  the  dis- 
bursement uniformly  supposed  to  have  been  incurred  in  ereeU 
ing  tbe  edifice  in  question. 

33  Tbe  eldest  son  of  earl  Darnley  bears  the  title  of  CIHtooi  tbe 
second  and  only  surviving  younger  son  b  named  Jtim  ;  of  the 
twodaughters,  who  lived  to  grow  np,  only  tbe  lady  Elizabeth 
survives :  (he  elder,  lady  Mary,  who  egpouied  M  Brownlow, 
had  been  dead  some  years. 
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19  The  eilate  of  0«leU,  and  the  manor  <rf  Jodcint,  are  both  the 
property  of  Henry  Edmeades,  esq.,  who  hat  held  them 
between  thirty  and  forty  yean. 

SB  the  river  Medway  being  the  eattern  boundary  of  Cuxtoa  paiM), 
not  northern. 

10    Nunlcd. 

9  Ifield  court  H  situated  at  the  touth-east  boundary  of  NoithAect 

inrith. 
IB    Gravesrnd  is  eilualed  seven  milei  from  Rochoter, 

4  The  toil  in  Ifield  parish  is  not  poor  and  chalky,  but  (trotigwheat 

land  throughout,  and  in  a  fine  slate  of  cultivation. 

5  Heaver  court  is  now  Ihe  properly  of  J.  Edmeads,  esq.,  who  lot 

considerably  improved  both  Ihe  village  and  the  church. 

6  ftom  the  bollom  of  the  page,  Nursled  parish,  instead  of  lOCK^ 

does  not  contain  above  700  acres,  as,  id  the  former  estimate, 
are  calculated  several  interjacent  lands,  which,  in  mlitj,  be- 
long to  Northfleet. 

6  Ifield  churoh,  by  no  means  the  smallest  in  llw  diocese,  tevctal 

others  not  containing  more  than  two-think  of  the  number  Of 
persons. 
31     Nursted  joins  the  loulbera  boundary  of  Northfleet  parisb,  not 
eastern. 

3  speaking  of    the    court  house,    Nunted,     for    maoor,    read 

manor  house. 

4  John,  the  present  eati  of  Chatham,  the  Hon.  Williacn  Pilt 

(brother  of  the  earl)  now  deceased,  was  privy  coumelloc  sod 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  &c. 

7  now  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  sod  of  Sir  John. 
31    a  mile  south  of  Bostal  heath  is  a  modem-buitt  house. 

13    late  residence  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wiackworth,  now  of  the  Bev< 

Stephen  Tucker. 
S3    Crayford  fiur  is  held  on  the  35th  of  August. 
21     Howbery  is  a  manor  in  the  north-east  part  of  Crayford  parbb. 

J     to  Harman  Berens,  esq.  of  Kevington,  not  KeniogloD. 
97    northeastward  from   Chestlburst   village  and  church  is  place 

green. 
30    (he  church  on  the  eastern  side. 
4    and  in  the  following  pages,  for  Sir  Peter  Burndl,  read  Sir  Peter 

Burrell. 

34  100  rods  from  the  southwestern  part  of  Chelsficld  partsb. 

ib.    Cudham  village  and  church  lie  two  miles  west  of  the  Leodoo 

road,  through  Farnborough,  to  Sevenoak. 
SS    near  the  eastern  baukt  of  the  river  Cray  »  the  populous  viltsgc 

of  Sl  Mary  Cray. 

35  St.  Paul's   Cray  is  the  next  parish  northward  from  St  Mary 

Cray,  and  not  southward. 

10  Brockley,  in  Lewisham,  not  Deptford. 
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20    for  Sidcup,  read  parith  of  Fool't  Cray. 

39  ihe  Cray  takn  iti  toarct  on  ihe  wMlern  (not  eaitern)  tide  of 
North  Cray  par'nh. 

13  for  Welling,  read  Walling. 

33  the  London  road  at  Bexlej  bealh  doet  oot  l«ad  thmugh  the  *il- 

lageof  Bexlej;  Ibe  road  on  Bexlejrbratli  being  tome  distance 
north  of  the  fitiagc  and  church. 

11  Blendon  hallnaodiintbe  hamletof  Biendon,  and  notin  Brigden. 
31     in  (he  eatten  boundary  ii  the  hamlet  of  Romney  street,  not 

Westerfaam. 

12  a  mile  eattwird  of  the  high  London  road. 

15    Ihe  hamlet  called  Pratt'i  Bottom  it  in  Cheltfield  parith. 

5  near  the  western  boundary  it  the  lillage  of  Scale,   and  not 

eaileED. 

6  on  the  eaitem  ude  it  the  hamlet  called  Seale  Chart,  and  not 

5  a  mile  eaitward  it  the  seat  of  Stonepit,  and  not  northward. 

34  ScTenoakt  it  the  next  poiitb  touthweitward  from  Scale. 

1 1     the  town  of  Sevenoalu  liei  little  more  than  twenty-three  milei 

from  London,  and  not  thirty-three  milea. 
9    eaitward  it  the  dwelling  and  park  of  Rnovle. 
10'  wettwanl  of  Koowie  it  Kippingtoo. 

15    where  Ihe  road  from  London,  and  that  from  Wetterbam,  meet, 
B  the  hamlet  of  Riverbead. 
under  the  view  of  Knowle  park,  for  the  teat  of  the  duchcu  of 
Donet,  read  the  teat  of  the  earl  of  Plymouth. 

6  from  the  bottom,  the  late  duke  of  Donet,  by  Arabella  Diana, 

daughter  of  Sir  Jonathan  Cope,  had  two  daughlert,  Inttead  of 
MTCral  t  the  eldett  it  married  to  earl  Plymouth,  and  the  other 
to  earl  Delaware. 

add  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  George  John  Frederick,  fourth  duke 
of  Donet,  wai  born  in  November,  1790,  who  dying  the  SSd 
of  February,  ISIS,  by  a  fall  from  hit  hone,  at  Killaney,  near 
DuNin,  wai  lucceeded  by  Charlei  Sickville  Germain,  the 
present  and  fifth  duke  of  Dorset,  and  third  Titcount  Sackiille. 

5  from  Ihe  bottom,  carl  Stanhope  had  fint,  by  Hester,  daughter  of 
lord  Chatham,  ibree  daughtert;  first,  Hetter  Lucy  ;  tecond, 
Gritelda,  married  to  Mr.  Jekell ;  third,  Lucy  Rachael,  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Taylor!  tecond,  by  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry 
Gren*ilk,  esq.,  Iiad  three  lont  only. — See  page  584. 

4    the  etiaiewBi  alienated  to  David  Polhill,  ctq.,  (insert)  "eldett 
ton  of  Thomas  Polbill,  esq.,  of  Otford,"  who  bad  told  tbe  same 
to  Sir  Nicholas  Strode. 
'   16    Charles  Polhill,  esq  ,  by  Patience  Haswell,  bad  six  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

14  at  a  small  distance  northward  of  the  village  the  river  Darent 

flows. 


:ivCohglc 


sitcDdt  to  the  cbalk  hills,  northward,  >bm  U 
bouodt  to  Cudham,  not  Cowden. 
S8    northeastward  i*  Beckenham  place  and  park. 
1 1    for  the  lurnanie  of  Biirnell,  read  Burtell. 

8  for  Leigfai  read  Lee, 

90    the  market  dJacootioLed,  but  not  the  fain. 
39    Lee  place  is  now  pulled  down. 

33  SirThomaiFludyerdiedio  1763,  not  in  ITdS. 

9  the  old  church  at  Lee  wat  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  in  18)3. 
29    George  111.  born  (he  4tb  of  June,  1738,  not  May  34. 

I  Charlton  houie,  Itie  the  residence  of  Dame  Jane  Wibon,  B0« 
inhabited  by,  and  tbe  propeity  of,  her  graodton,  SirTbon* 
Maryon  Wilson,  bart.,  and  not  of  Robert  Footc,  c*q.,  bt 
having  revded  several  yean  past  at  Charlton  place,  occupied 
previously  by  the  earl  of  Cholmondley,  now  the  rCMdence  d 
John  Balfour,  esq. 
15  the  account  of  the  fair  In  Ihit  and  following  pagei  is  incorrtd, 
as  regifdi  this  period,  there  beiog  no  marching,  &c,  io  tbe 
neitthbouring  towns. 

34  the  preaching  a  sermon  at  Chmlton  church  on  the  fair^day  is  dis- 

continued. 
4    Jane,  not  Margarelta  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer 

Wilson,  bart. 
9    the  mansion  was  pulled  dowo  shortly  after  tbe  sale,  but  tbe  piifc 

was  not  told  in  poitiosis,  as  is  stated ;  it  is  siill  the  property  d 

John  Calor,  esq.,  (who  has  lately  built,  for  the  accommodatiiw 

of  his  numerous  tenants,  a  handsome  cfaorch,  near  tbe  sile  of 

the  old  maoiion,)  he  having  let  the  park  off  in  pMtioM,  oa 

long  leases. 
1    the  church  of  Kidbroke  is  not  annexed  to,  by  compoailioa,  to 

that  of  Charlton,  both  being  separate  district!. 
17    Greenwich  fair  is  not  kept  io  the  park,  but  in  tbe  town,  oesttbc 

mouth  of  the  rifer  Ravensborne. 
97    Blackheath   is  five  miles  from  tbe  metropolis,  and  not  sens 

miles. 
31     Blackheath  hill,  and  not  Deptfbrd  hill,  being  bolb  in  Greenwidi 

and  Lewlsham  parishes. 
3i)    not  sixteen  ounce  loaf  weekly,  but  a  pound  loaf  per  day ;  also 

coffee  and  cocoa,  mornings  and  evenings. 
i    the  new  church  there  adverted  to  is  the  building  erected  at  tte 

exlremily  of  Blackheath,  in  Charlton  parish. 
39    for  Deptford  hill,  read  Blackheath  bill. 
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